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PREFACE. 


He  who  has  written,  or  he  who  has  but  tranflated, 
a  book  fuids  a  ftrong.  impulie,  if  he  knew  how,  to  convey 
tq.the  reader  the  conceptions  he  has  entertained  of  himfelf 
during  his  progrefs,  the  labour  he  has  fuiMned, .  the  acumen 
he  has  difplayod,  and  the  (Hfiiculties.  he  has  overcome.    But  of 
what  impprt  is  it,  to  the  reader,  though  he  may  have  turned 
over  a  thqufand  vplumes  a  thouiand  times;  to.  dete<5b,  to 
elucidate,  or  to  efcape.  error?    And,  if  ten  thouiand  of  thefe 
errors,  have  been  thus  efcaped,  ihbuld  any  remain,  he  is  ftill 
accountable :  he  is  ftill  interrogated  on  his  ignorance ;  and 
aiked  why  he  did  not  turn  over  more  books,  and  take  care  to 
be  htlttet  informed  ?  :  A  'man  unufed  to  the  rigorous  difcipline 
will  be  impatient  under 'it:  he,  who  is  become  a  veteran  in 
this  juft  and  neceffary  fufierance,  will  allow  it  to  be  both 
inevitable    and  whpleforpe :    whoiefpme  to  .  himfelf,   more 
wholefome  ftill  to  others.;  and,  refle6ting  that  error  is  unli- 
mited, and  that  mortal  labour  muft  have  its  boundary,  will 
fmile  inftead  of  being  angry  at  that  which  he  has  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  recoUedt  is  not  wholly  to  be  avoided.    He  will  take 
pleafure  in  find^ig  that  l>is  fniaU  circle  was  not  thecircum- 
YoL.  I.  a  ference 
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ference  of  knowledge ;  and  will  acquire  increafing  vigour  at 
every  perceptible  increafe  of  the  luminous  and  beneficent 
horizon  of  truth. 

Egotifm  however  is  as  confpicuous  in  extreme  iilence  as  in 
extreme  loquacity.  Juftice  is  the  due  of  every  man;  and  he 
who  fliould  forbear  to  demand  his  due,  or  he  who  fhould 
demand  it  with  violence,  anger,  and  irritability,,  would  alike 
be  immoral. 

The  Writer  of  the  fbllowing  Letteirc  has  in  this  work  proved 
himfelf  to  be  a  nxan  of  tafte,  of  learning,  and  of  obfervation: 
a  connoififeKr,  a  critic,  a  poet^  ^d,  as  fuch  rare  qualities  imply^ 
intimAt3ely  acquainted  with  rnen  and<m&nner$.    But  no  mail 
can  be  deeply  ikiUed  in  and  equally  w6ll  inf<b!riQe4  iipon  all 
topics ;  and  ia  traveller,  if  a  man  of  obftrvaHbri,  will  b^lriduced 
to  record  fai6ts  on  fubjeiStfr  of  whi(^  hS  is€itli«f  rffht>B.yti^(y^ 
rant  or  in  pai-t.  His  taiigti  ;o£.  r^ioarte  itia^f  lia^'l^imthrougll 
^very  fcifence,.  every  art,'  and  every  age;  tDf '  this  daft  of  travel- 
lers is  Count  Stolberg;  arid,  in  following  his  erratic  and  devioud 
path,  which  he  has  fometimes  rather  traced  with  flight  touches 
than  marked  with' a  deep  and  daring  Aroke^  the  lYanflator  has 
not  unfrequently  foiiad  himfelf  in  a  labyrinth :  fix)m  which  to 
extricate  himfelf,  and  never  lofe  light  of  his  author,  was  a  taik 
of  difficulty  and  addt'efe.    Technical  t^rms  not  kiioWn  to  the 
didtionaries,  words  coined  with  a  kind  of  poetical  liewice  by 
the  Count,  himfelf  a  poet  and  that  way  inclined,  andfcientific 
i&uSts,  of  which  fi>metimes  the  Author  and  fometimes  the 
Tranilator  had  but  an  imperfecSt  knowledge,  aided  t6  form  thii 
lab)nrinjth,  and  increafe  thefe  diffi^ties.     Add  the  complex 
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coQftru(%ion,  indefinite  gramnuir>  licentious  orthography,  and 
perplexed  idiom,  of  the  Gern^m  language ;  increafed  by  that 
habit,  to  which  all  writers  are  addicted,  of  imagining  that  no 
man  can  be  ignorant  of  (ubjedts  which  are  exceedingly  iamiliar 
to  themfelves,  and  th9t  therefore  it  is  more  mafterly  to  hint 
at  than  to  deicribe  them ;  and  the  occgfional  dilenamas  of  the 
Tranilator  may  be  in  good  part  conceived.  He  is  much  more 
anxious  to  difcover  and  to  avow  his  own  miflakes  than  to 
defend  them ;  and  rather  willing  to  court  criticifm,  for  the 
infbrudtion  of  others,  than  to  ihrinjs.  from  it,  that  he  may 
indulge  the  felf-^love  pf  cow^dice,  deceit,  and  imbecility. 
.  To  fpeak  of  his  Author,  in  adequate  terms,  and  in  no  degree 
to  conceal  his  awnopinibn^he  mufl:  perhaps  appear  paradoxicaL 
That  the  book  contiains  infbnxuitiQn  whi^  may  well  gcatify 
the  man. of  indotence,  die  man  of  the  irorld^ and  the.  man  of 
refearch,  the  patnter,  the  poet,  the  politician,  and  the  philoi> 
ibpher,  him  who  Joves  to  be  amufed,  and  him  who  is  anxious 
to  be  inarmed,  there  are  &vr  readers  who  will  be  difpoTed  to 
deny.  One  thing,  howevfir,  cannot  be  concealed :  all  men*s 
ientiments,  mcure  or  lefs,  are  at  war  with  each  other ;  and  thofe 
of  Count  Stolberg  are.fo  in  a  certain  degree.  But,  to  his 
honour  be  itfpoken,  however  his  opinions  may  at  this  moment 
war  with  the  hopes  of  perfons  who  pant  after  a  new  order  of 
things,  and  at  the  next  with  the  fears  of  men  who  are  enthu- 
fiaftic  admirers  of  the  old,  his  intentions  are  evidently  thofe 
of  a  benevolent  man ;  and  among  the  many  paflages  which 
the  Tranflator,  though  necefl&rily  unnoticed  as  fuch,  conlldered 
as  the  rdult  of  prejudice  and  error,  he  fcarcely  found  one  ia 
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which  the  generous  writer  did  not  glow  with  the  zeal  of  s 
pertinacious  and  ardent  lover  of  mankind. 

Of  the  propenfities  of  which  the  heart  of  the  Tranilator  could 
not  forbear  to  accufe  his  Author,  national  prejudices,  in  favour 
of  Germany  and  in  hoftiUty  to  France,  evidently  ftrengthened 
by  the  war  that  while  he  wrote  was  raging  between'  thofe 
countries,  were  the  moft  frequent.  The  ambition  and  tur- 
bulence of  individuals,  the  crimes  they  have  been  induced  to 
commit,  and  the  maffacres  of  which'  they  have  been  the 
authors,  defer ve  every  cenfure  that  a  juft  and  a  feeling  yet  a 
difpaffidnate  morality  can  beftow.  But  it  is  a  well  known 
maxim j  of  which  the  Count  has  frequently  reminded  us,  that 
individuals  are  not  a  nation.  In  eftimating  the  worth  of  nations, 
juftice  requires  that,  while  their  vices  are  put  into  one  fcale, 
their  virtues  fhould  as  confcientioufly  be  poifed  in  the  other. 
Individuals' and  nations  are  equally  flung  with  a  fenfe  of  wrong, 
when  their  crimes  are  acrimonioufly  recapitulated,  and  their 
great  arid  good  adtions  are  all  forgotten.  This  fetal  forgetfulnefs 
is  the  origin  of  that  rancour  which  has  fo  long  defolated  the 
earth.  It  diftradts  private  families,  confounds  public  princi- 
ples, and  turns  even  patriotifm  itfelf  into  poifon.  Let  thofe, 
who  have  but  the  fmalleft  love  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
beware  how  they  indulge  this  pernicious  propenfity.  He, 
who  in  every  man  wiflies  to  meet  a  brother,  will  very 
rarely  encounter  an  enemy. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  made  by  the  Tranflator  in  juftice  to 
himfelf,  in  more  anxious  juftice  to  truth,  and  in  the  perfuafion 
that  they  will  peither  injure  the  morals  nor.  offend  the  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  of  ahy  reader.  In  every  ftru6ture  raifed  by  man,  how- 
ever much  there  may  be  to  approve,  there  will  always  be 
fomething  to  quefliou,  and  fomething  to  amend* 

He,  who  would  never  read,  never  recommend,  or  never 
feranflate,  a  book  which  Ihould  contain  opinions  contrary  to  his 
own,  muft  forfwear  the  fociety  of  books.  He  can  only  write 
fuch  himfelf ;  and,  if  he  be  an  impartial  enquirer  after  truth, 
twelve  months  after  they  are  written,  they  will,  in  his  own 
opinion,  partake  more  or  lefs  of  the  faults  of  other  books.  The 
precife  limits  of  truth,  like  thofe  of  time  and  meafure,  never 
can  be  afcertained :-  yet  they  may  be  continually  approached ; 
and  the  road  of  approach  is  the  broad,  open,  unimpeded  road 
of  enquiry.  Let  the  Count  fpeak  for  himfelf.  In  the  pro* 
grefs  of  refearch  there  muft  be  conflidl :  but  there  needs  not 
be  acrimony. 

Moft  authors  have  their  poetry  and  their  profe;  their  matter 
of  fadt  remarks  and  their  flights  of  imagery,  feeUng,  and  fancy; 
Matter  of  fadt  is  a  rigid  tafk-mafter,  that  will  not  allow  his 
flaves  to  turn  or  even  to  look  to  the  right  or  to  the  left. 
Obedience  to  him  muft  be  implicit;  and  deviation,  except 
from  the  blind,  is  unpardonable.  Imagination  however  holds 
a  loofer  rein :  her  track  is  aerial ;  and,  though  dazzling,  clofes 
inftantly  upon  the  view.  To  trace  her  capricious  courfe  in  an 
exa<£t  line  is  impoflible;  and  thofe  who  tranilate  poetry  muft 
not  pore  over  the  words  of  the  author,  but  imbibe  his  feelings, 
animate  themfelves  with  the  fame  fires,  and  foar  on  the  fame 
daring  wing.  The  fenfations  may  be  limilar,  may  have  a 
refemblance,  but  the  language  will  have  none :  or  the  fenfa- 
tions 
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tions  themfclves  may  be  unlike^  and  yet  their  quantity  may  be 
muck  the  fame.  If  the  tranflator  ihouid  happen  to  increafe 
that  quantity,  the  critic  who  fhall  pronounce  him  guilty^ 
for  this  deviation,  is  either  no  poet  or  has  .forgotten  his  office. 

Much  of  the  defcriptive  fcenery  in  the  following  work  is 
matter  of  fa<St,  and  much  is  matter  of  feeling ;  and  the  Tranf* 
lator  has  been  hardy  enough  to  confider  in  the  latter  cafe  how 
the  Count  would  have  expreffed  himfelf  in  Englifli,  rather 
than  how  he  has  expreffed  himfelf  in  German  ?  has  enquired, 
how  did  the  Author  while  he  wrote  this  feel,  rather  than  what 
is  it  that  he  has  Uterally  faid  ?  Metaphors,  by  ufe,  have  been 
rendered  if  not  beautiful  not  ofTenfive,  in  one  language,  which 
in  another  would  excite  ridicule,  if  not  contempt;  and  he 
who  Ihould  tranilate  his  author  literally  would  frequently 
infult  both  his  author  and  his  reader. 

There  are  four  poems  inferted  in  the  German,  three  of  which 
are  tranflated :  the  fourth  is  omitted  becaufe  it  is  l<mg,  has  no 
relation,  except  that  of  imagery  and  feeling,  to  the  work,  and 
is  befide,  in  the  Tranflator's  opinion,  incapable  of  infpiring  an 
Engliih  reader  with  that  high  delight  which  is  indifpen^ly 
the  province  of  true  poetry :  unlefs  it  were  to  be  fo  greatly 
changed  as  to  be  rather  an  original  poem  than  a  tranflation* 
L>iberties  almoft  equal  to  this  have  been  taken  with  the  poems 
that  are  tranflated;  for  which,  if  blame  be  due,  let  it  be  duly 
diftributed. 

The  difappointment  that  is  often  experienced  by  readenS) 
when  they  meet  with  quotations  in  a  language  which  they,  do 
not  underftayod,  induced  the  Count  judicioufly  to  add  tranfla- 
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dom  to  fuch  pafl&ges:  fometimea  by  himfelf,  t)ut  more  fire- 
^aeatly  by  the  beft  traoflators  of  the  inckats  into  the  Germaa 
iangviage.  The  Englifh  Trailflator  ha^  rigorotifly  adheted  to 
this  rule ;  and  has  chofen  thoib  tmnilators,  of  the  claffics,  who 
have  at  prefent  the  moft  reputation.  Of  thefe  he  thinks  it  hi» 
duty  to  fay  that,  though  perhaps  Francis,  the  tranfhtor  of 
Horace,  be  the  moft  literal,  he  is  the  leaft  fati$fa6):ory.  Horace 
is  univerfally  admired,  by  all  whp  read  and  delight  in  thf 
works  of  the  ancients :  while  thole,  who  are  ignorant  of  tht 
fenguage  in  which  he  wrote,  are  particularly  l^niAied  at  the 
highpraife  beftowedon  the  Roman  poet^  when  they  read  hinpi 
diiguiied  in;  the  garb  of  any  Bngliih  tranilation'  that  has 
hitherto  been  made :  fome  very  few  fele<5t  pieces,  by  IXyden 
and  others,  excepted.  A  truly  poetical  tranilation  of  Horace 
has  long  been  an  urgent  defideratum  in  Englifh  literature. 
May  the  arduous  taik  be  foon  accompliihed.. 

The  original  Work  has  neither  X£A>les^of  Contept^nor  referr 
ences  of  any  kind.  The  u^ty  as  we|l  as  the  an^ufement .  and 
pleafure  wliich  judicious  and  copious  Indexes  ^^rd;  ^^  weU 
known  to  every  man  who  delights  in  reading:  or  hasocca- 
iion  to  confult  books.  Were  the:  Tranflator  to  detail  the 
trouble  and  time  that  have  been  devoted  to  the  Index  tw  this 
Work,  he  might  appear  oftentadpus  on  things  which  in  general 
are  either  overloc^ed,  or  conf^dered  as  trifles.  Much  of  the 
merit  of  thefe  Travels  confifls  in  the  mafs  of  mifcellaneous 
iJuSts  they  contain.  An  Index  that  fhould  point  out  thefe  fads, 
individually  and  colle<5tively,  to  the  former,  the  philofopher, 
the  antiquarian,  the  artifl,  the  connoiffeur,  and  thebotanifl; 
I  to 
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to  him  who  delights  in  the  grandeur  of  nature,  her  inexpli- 
cable phenomena  and  her  fublime  afpe£ts,  and  him  who 
enquires  into  the  revolutions  of  morals,  manners,  cities,  and 
ftates;  and  that  fliall  clafs  thefe  fubjefts  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
that  the  Reader  may  find  with  facility  whatever  relates  to  each ; 
fiich  an  Index,  no  doubt,  would  be  highly  valuable  to  every  man 
of  enquiry,  and  afford  no  fmall  fatisfa6tion  to  the  perfon  who 
reads  only  for  amufement.  This  is  the  kind  of  Index  that  has 
been  attempted.  The  numerous  references  which  are  given 
to  particular  articles,  fuch  as  plants,  pictures,  prospects, 
proper  names,  and  every  other  word  that  fuggefted  itfelf  as  a 
general  head,  while  they  have  coft  a  degree  of  labour  that 
will  not  eafily  be  imagined,  will  enable  any  perfon,  either 
for  his  profit  or  his  pleafure,  to  collect  the  fiadts  that  are  con- 
tained in  the  Work ;  and  thus  aid  him  in  forming  a  whole  of 
each.  This  is  the  moft  defirable  end  that  the  labours  of  man 
can  attain.  It  is  not  merely  a  knowledge  of  fadls,  but  it  is  that 
knowledge  combined  with  thfiir  arrangement,  which  confli- 
tutes  wifdom. 

Such  are  the  few  remarks,  which  the  Tranflator  has  thought 
it  his  duty  to  make,  concerning  a  work  that  has  obliged  him  to 
exert  a  minute  degree  of  attention,  a  fufpicious  unremitting 
•watchfulnefs,  and  labour  accompanied  by  anxiety  greater  than 
>  it  is  his  intention  ever  again  to  encounter,  in  a  work  where 

neither  the  thoughts,  the  manner,  nor  the  materials,  are  his 
own. 
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COUNT  STOLBERG. 


LETTER    I. 


Pempelfort  near  Dufleldorf,  July  i6th  I79T» 

1  MUST  confefs  to  you  that  the  Rhine  produces  here  a 
deeper  impreflion  on  me,  than  the  Elbe  did  at  Hamburgh ;  although  the 
bants  of  the  former  are  not  very  beautiful,  and  the  breadth,  if  my  eye 
does  not  deceive  me,  not  much  more  than  five  hundred  paces ;  whereas 
the  Elbe  is  about  a  mile  wide  *.  I  fhould  imagine  you  are  of  opinion, 
with  me,  that,  to  the  deep  thinker,  the  character  of  magnitude  is  often 
very  very  different  from  that  of  the  fublime.  The  excefs  of  magnitude 
overpowers,  and  weakens.  My  eye  is  apt  to  wander,  among  the  hang- 
ing woods  of  the  fea  beach ;  and  my  mind  to  lofe  itfelf  in  the  boundlefs 
cxpanfe  of  ocean.  A^Hbere  the  horizon  limits  the  profpedJ:,  fancy  burfts 
the  aerial  barrier.  The  idea  of  infinitude  always  rifes  on  the  benevo- 
lent wing  of  eternal  exiftence.  How  would  energy  fink,  were  it 
bounded  by  what  it  can  only  fee !    . 

My  fenfations  are  wholly  different,  when,  from  the  northern  fhores 
of  Zealand,.!  furvey  the  North  fea;  to' what  they  are  when,  from  tlie 
caftern,  I  contemplate  the  Baltic.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  communicates 
with  tlie  ocean ;  and  yet  the  thought  does  not  fatisfy  the  foul.     When 

*  A  German  mile  contains  from  fix  to  eight  Englilh  miles.    T. 

Vol.  i.         "         '       .  B  imagination 
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imagination  has  fpread  her  fails,  fli^  h  offended  at  the  impediments  ihe 
meets  with  in  the  Sound.  A  fea  is  a  Very  different  thing  from  a  river^ 
Beginning  at  its  fource,  we  trace  the  ftream  to  the  ocean ;  the  eye 
willingly  repofing  on.  its  verdant  banks.  Too  great  width,  affords  no^ 
equivalent  for  this  pleafure.  We  delight  in  tracing  the  progrefs  of 
power.  Homer  gave  his  heroes  fupernatural  force  in  a  human  form* 
It  was  eafy  to  produce  a  Titan :  Genius  alone  could  create  an  Achilles* 

We  were  not  however  infenlihle  to  tlwi  beauties  of  the  Elbev  when^, 
the  wind  favouring  usy  I  and  my  wife,  with  our  eldeft  boy  of  eight 
years  old  and  Nicolovius,  failed,  in  an  hour,  from  Attona  to  Haarburgh  r 
having  firft  taken  leave  of  Klbpftock  in  his  garden  near  Hamburgh 
where  he  ha«  refided  feveral  fummers,  and  bidden  adieu  to  my  brother^ 
to  his  wife,  to  Windeme,  and  to  her  daughters^   Claudius  was'our  efcort.. 

Of  Weftphalia  and  Lower  Saxony  there  is  not  much  to  remark- 
Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  regency  of  Hanover,  for  the  culture  be- 
llowed upon  thefe  deferts.  In  the  parts  under  this  government,  we 
faw  the  half  barren  wafte  covered  with  beautiful  fields  of  rye,  good 
potatoe  grounds,  nay  even  wheat,  peas,  and  barLey ;  where  the  indo* 
lence  of  the  inhabitants  would  fcarcely  have  produced  rye  and  buck 
wheat.  • 

Near  Bomte,  where  the  Ofnabrug  domains  begin,  the  profpeflt  bright- 
ens. Between  the  towns  of  Bomte  and  Ofnabrug,  we  faw  the  majes- 
tic oak;  which  has  continued  to  be  the  fubjed  of  aftoniflxment  for 
centuries. 

On  the  6th,  we  remained  at  Ofnabrug,  and  gladly  fpent  the  forenoon 
with  the  juft  thinking  Kleuker;  and  the  evening  with  the  noble  minded 
patriot  and  philofdpher  Mofer.  The  next  day  we  proceeded  to  Miin- 
fter.  We  were  intending  to  vifit  the  Princefs  Gallitzin  when  her  mef- 
fage  of  invitation  arrived.  With  her  we  found  the  Baron  of  Fiirften- 
berg.  Germany  acknowledges  the  merit  of  this  great  ftatefman.  The 
Biftiopric  of  Miinfter  honours  and  loves  the  wife  and  good  man,  as  a 
father.     He  fecurcd  the  rights  of  the  Peafantry,  infpired  the  Monks 
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^ith  ifiduftry  and  patriolifm,  gave  order  to  the  ^ar  de|)artment> 
♦wakened  a  general  thirft  of  knowledge,  and  with  unwearied  perfever- 
^nce  laboured  to  gratify  the  ^oble  craving.  Yes  4  it  was  he  that 
promoted  the  puf  e  and  benevolent  love  of  fcience,  through  the  ichdols 
•and  feminaries ;  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  degree. 

It  is  now  feveral  years  fince  this  worthy  and  enlightened  Ciition  wa$ 
Prime  Minifter ;  and  perhaps  his  influence  will  a6t  with  greater  freedom 
and  more  dignified  efftOi  on  the  public,  aow  that  its  only  fupport  is  its 
proper  worth. 

The  Princefs  Gallitzin  intends  to  pul>li{h  the  works  of  the  wife  Hem-* 
fterhuys.  As,  when  he  lived,  he  fent  his  writings  to  his  Diotima*  to 
correct,  fo,  at  his  death,  in  a  manner  honourable  to  them  both,  he  left 
Jiis  pofthumous  works  entirely  to  her  difcretion. 

We  remained  two  days  and  a  half  with  the  Princefs ;  and  there  be-** 
•came  acquainted  with  Profeflbr  Overberg :  a  worthy  ecclefiaftic,  whofe 
wifdom  and  benevolence  are  a^uated  by  all  the  glow  of  an-  energetic 
mind.  He  is  one  of  the  head  raaftets  of  the  upper  fchools  ^  and,  from 
pure  kindnefs,  weekly  dedicates  a  part  of  the  forenoon  to  the  inftmc- 
tion  of  young  girls.  I  fhall  never  forget  the  pleafure  tsrith  which  I 
favfchim  catechife  fome  hundreds  of  them,  the  animated  intelligence  of 
liis  manner,  the  addrefs  with  which  he  fixed  their  attention,  and  th6 
acutcnefs  he  difcovered  hi  putting  the  queftion  fo  as  to  fuggeft  the 
anfwer. 

Haman  lies  buried  in  the  garden  of  the  Princefs.  Ijrns  and  infcripj^ 
tions  characterize  the  calm  deep  thinker ;  whofe  imagination  rofe,  oii 
the  foaring  pinioiis  of  poetry,  far  beyond  the  ken  of  common  eyes  \ 
and  fometimes  was  followed  with  difficulty  by  the  keeneft  fight.  How 
muft  the  Princefs  have  fympathifed  with  a  heart  and  foul  like  his ! 

*  In  fome  of  his  writings  he  calls  the  Princefs  his  Diotima.  Diotima  was  faid  to  have 
been  infpired  by  the  Gods:  in  Plato's  Banquet,  Socrates  afcribes  high  wifdom  Itoher,  and 
profefles  to  have  learnt  it  from  her, 
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Equally  fimplie  in  manners,  pure  in  mind,  and  holy  in  frieiuJfliip,  they 
raifed  both  the  fagacious  proteftant  and  the-  zealous  catholic  above  the 
narrow  prejudices  of  their  refpedive  creeds. 

The  catholic  clergy  wifhed  to  have  his  honoured  remains  interred  in 
confecrated  ground :  but  from  refpeft  they  yielded  to  the  defire  of  the 
Princefs,  in  confideration  of  the  undifguifed  and  enlightened  readinefs 
fhe  had  fhewn  to  pay  the  laft  honours  to  this  wife  and  worthy  man. 

We  left  Miinfter  early  on  the  loth,  with  feelings  fuch  as  none  but 
the  good  could  excite.  The  following  morning  we  arrived  at  Miihl- 
helm,  on  the  Ruhr.  Here,  for  the  firft  time,  during  a  journey  of  two- 
and-forty  miles,  we  had  a  truly  beautiful  profpeft.  On  each  fide  of 
the  valley,  through  which  the  meandering  Ruhr  purfues  its  courfe,  we 
faw  the  bold  projecting  rocks,  clothed  with  hanging  woods :  beyond 
them  the  mountains  rofe,  covered  with  fbrefts,  and  interfperfed  with 
plains  of  different  elevations,  all  bedecked  with  rich  and  variegated  fer* 
tility.  A  heavy  fhower  of  rain,  which  poured  from  the  fowring  clouds, 
did  but  increafe  the  beauty  of  the  profpe£t ;  gilded  as  it  foon  was  by  the 
full  radiance  of  the  returning  fun. 

We  arrived  at  Pempelfort  at  two  in  the  afternoon ;  and  I  felt  myfelf 
immediately  as  if  at  home,  in  the  houfe  of  our  dear  Jacobi ;  whom  T 
now  faw  for  the  firft  time.  In  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  with 
your  ufiial  punctuality,  I  fliall  conclude ;  wifliing  you  all  happincfs^. 
and  patience. 
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LETTER    IL 

Pcmpclfort,  July  19th  1791. 

W  E  hav-e  been  once  at  Diifleldorf,  and  have  vifited  the 
famous  Picture  Gallery.  You  know  I  am  not  a  Connoifleur.  I  cannot 
admire  a  pifture  that  fpeaks  to  the  eye  only,  and  not  to  the  heart. 
The  iBoil  inimitable  deceptions,  whether  of  painting  or  of  poetry,  if 
they  place  no  living  image  before  me,  to  me  are  equally  uninterefting, 
I.  may  indeed  be  aftonilhed,'  at  the  talent  L  difcover,  or  rather  at  my  own 
infenfibility :  for  foch  imitations,  in  my  opinion,  are  merely  talent  ^y 
and  are  not  the  offspring  of  Genius:  the  character  of  which  is  paffion^ 
and  invention. 

The  Diogenes,  .feeking  an  honeff  man  in  the  thronged  market  place- 
with  a  lanthorn  at  nqon  day,  difplays  great  invention.  Rubens  has 
given  the  feice  of  the  philofopher  the  expreflion  of  bitter  but  half  con- 
cealed irony.  The  crowd,  different  in  fex  and  age^  cannot  conceive  his 
meaning,  and  laugh  at  his  folly.  The  malicious  painter  has  introduced 
his  own  wife;  yet  certainly  he  did  not  mean  ferioufly  to  charafterize  her 
as-  a  fool:  What  various  jnarka  of  folly  has  he  communicated  to  the 
multitude  !  How  perfedly  does  the  philofopher  appear  the  only  man 
among  them- !  The  very  fpirit.  ofDiogenes  feems  to  have  infpired  the 
painten  He  had  certainly  retired. within  himfelf,.  and,  deep  in  con- 
templation, had  fludied  each  countenance,  before  his  magic  pencil  could 
fa  truly  delineate  this  ample  heritage  of  full  grown  folly.  His  adion  is 
rvpceflfarily  confined  to  the'  moment ;,  yet  he  artfully  leads  the  fancy 
through  many  fucceffive  generations. 

Oh  Rubens,  hadfl  thou  been  prefent  when  Diderot,  (landing  to  view 

riie  giaure,  imagined  himfelf  the- hero,  and  exclaimed  to  his  guide  C'g/? 

;  '  :  Diderot 
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Diderct  en  Hollafide  *  /  thou  wouldft  have  immortalized  the  felf  fufiicienl 
mien  of  the  man  on  thy  canvas  !  Diogenes  would  not  have  put  out  his 
lanthorn  in  his  prefencc ;  but  probably  would  have  afTum^ed  an  air  of 
more  keen  and  bitter  fatire. 

Had  Rubens  read  Milton's  Paradife  Loft,  the  painter  would  have 
foared  beyond  himfelf  on  the  wings  of  the  poet,  would  have  added  dig- 
nity to  his  fairen  angels,  and  would  more  emphatically  have  imparted  to 
them  their  inherent  malignity.  The  vidorious  angel,  in  purfuit  of  Satan 
as  he  defcends,  bearing  the  flaming  fword  and  invefted  with  the  power 
of  the  Almighty,  is  not  unworthy  the  Michael  of  Milton.  The  poet 
perhaps  would  have  been  fatisfied  with  many  of  the  fallen  fpirits  \  and 
would  have  certainly  done  juftice  to  the  genius  of  the  painter.  Either' 
I  miftake,  however,  or  many  parts  of  this  picture  are  degraded  by  the 
image  of  vice  under  its  grofleft  forms.  Rubens  perhaps  intended  to 
ihew  that,  the  virtue  of  heaven  being  gone.,  its  dignity  had  likewife  dif- 
appeared :  but  Satan  could  not  defcend  to  fuch  vulgar  buffoonery ;  nei- 
ther could  he  fo  immediately  lofe  all  exprefEon  of  heavenly  grandeur. 
Still  the  picture  will  ever  remaiti  the  work  of  a  great  genius.  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  tore  himfelf  from  it  with  regret ;  and  exclaimed,  "  Other  pic- 
tures are  excellently  painted :  here  alone  colours  are  made  to  fpeak.^ 

The  moft  famous  pi£kure  in  this  great  coUedion  is  the  St.  John  in 
the  wildernefs :  by  fome  afcribed  to  Raphael ;  by  others  to  Andrea  Sarpi. 
The  noble  figure  of  the  youth,  above  cenfure^  or  rather  inimitably  beau* 
tiful  and  dignified,  irrefiftibly  attrads  and  fixes  the  attention  :  and,  when 
at  laft  you  have  left  it,  you  are  again  and  again  brought  back.  Is  it 
depth  of  thought^  or,  is  it  not  rather  the  victory  gained  over  temp- 
tation,, which  thefe  lines  of  noble  and  manly  beauty  with  fo  flow- 
ing yet  fo  firm  a  touch  denote  ?  He  feems  to  bloom  in  the  very  fpring 
tide  of  youth  j  yet  bears  the  promifed  fruits  of  manhood.     He  is  what 


•  Tis  Diderot  in  Holland. 
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Xfchyltis  lias  fo  ^ndj  defcrlbed  one  of  hh  heroes  to  be,  avi'^oxxti 

1  Iiave  ufed  the  phrafe  "  above  cenfure  ;'*  but  it  is  faid  there  is  falfe 
drawing,  in  the  forefhortening  of  one  of  the  legs,  I  (hall  venture  a 
criticifm  of  another  kind.  Should  we  recognize  with  certainty  the  great 
harbinger  of  Ghrift,  if  the  crofs^  his  common  fymbol,  were  not  lying  by 
his  fide  i 

Thehiftory  of  this  painting  is  fingular.  One  of  the  keepers  of  the 
gallery  was  retouching  a  damaged  Landfcape,  in  water  colours,  which 
was  not  without  merit.  That  which  he  hadfuppofed  to  be  mere  canvas 
he  difcovered  to  be  coated  with  oil-colours.  Curiofity  induced  him  to 
proceed  i  add  a  moft  beautiful  body  began  to  be  vifible.  He  faw  the 
hand  of  a  mafter,  wa&ed  away  the  water  colours,  and  reftored  in  full 
perfe^ion  the  great  work,  that  had  fo  long  remained  buried  in  darknefs,^ 

The  Aflumption  of  the  Virgin,  by  Guido^  is  one  of  the  greateft  orna* 
ments  of  the  gallery.  Devotion,  rapture,  divine  benignity,  infpire  and 
digiiify  the-  matron ;  and,  in  all  their  luflre,  feem  ta  bear  her  to  her 
native  heaven,  which  opens  for  her  reception, 

Z  4i<}  Qot  ^e  the  holy  family  of  Raphael :  it  was  not  in  the  gallery^ 
but  was  fent  to  be  engraved, 

Rubens  had  certainly  read  Dante  with  great  attention.  The  noble 
and  inventive  geniuf  of  the  poet  infpired  him,  when  he  painted  his  day^ 
of  judgment.  Yet  he  is  unequal  to  Dante^  in  piduring,  both  the  good! 
and  evil  fpirits.  The  rage  of  tiie  one,  and  the  rapture  of  the  other,  are 
more  exquifitely  defcribed  by  the  Florentine.  The  figure  of  the  Judge 
of  the  world  is  beneath  criticifm.  The  figure  of  the  faint  in  the  fore- 
ground is  noble :  but,  Oh  !  how  many  thanks  are  due  to  the  painter,  for 
the  chearful  countenance  he  has  bellowed  on  the  rifing  negro  ?  The 
ulea  of  Ikeletons  half  clothed  with  flefh,  and  ftruggling  into  exiftence^ 
is  worthy  of  Dante  or  Milton.  They  are  well  contrafted  with  the  already^ 
rifen ;  and  appear  like  the  fappy  buds  of  the  a(h  in  Spring,  fwelling  into* 

•  A.  boy-man. 
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life.  Yet  I  could  have  wiflied  for  more  variety ;  aod  to  have  feen  the 
half  formed  creatures,  as,  ia  Milton,  the  angel  defcribes  the  animals  at 
the  moment  of  creation  :    ' 

The  grafly  clods  how  calved ;  how  half  appeared 
The  tawny  Hon,  pawing  to  get  free 
His  hinfier  parts  -,  then  fprings  as  broke  from  bonds^ 
And  rampant  (hakes  his  brinded  mane  \ 

Not  only  the  falling  deception  of  the  burning  lamps,  and  the  glimmer- 
ing matches  on  the.  ground,  but  the  animated  charadlers  of  the  wife  and 
foolifh  virgins^  by  Schalken,  tank  this  pidure  among  the  beft  in  the 
gallery,  ' 

The  adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Rubens,  is  very  fine*  -  On  one 
fide,  in  the  clouds,  an  angel  is  feen,  with  his  hands  folded  on  hisbreaft  j 
an  angel  fuch  as  Raphael  might  have  painted. 

*  The  Mary  of  Medicis,  by  Rubens,  drew  our  attention  ;  from  the  great 

refemblance  it  bears  to  our  friend  Mrs. .     In  thefe  noble,  ardent, 

gentle;  poetical  traits,  the  phyfiognomift  would  dxfcbver  the  rank  .which 
a-Maryde  Medicis  would* hold  in  fociety. 

■  .  Chrift  among  the  Dodors  ia  the  temple,  by  Vandcr  Wcrf,  appears 
to  me  as  worthy  of  the  fubjedl  as  a  pidure  can  be.  I  was  not  very 
fond  of  this  matter,  who  to  me  appeared  to  have  a  littlenefs  of  manner ; 
but  this  pi£ture  has  given  me  a  higher  opinion  of  his  genius.  Youth, 
beauty,  benignity,  grace,  and  wifdom,  beam  in  the -godlike- boy.  Sages, 
fuch  as  you  might  imagine  Gamaliel  and  Nicodemus  to  have  been,  arc 
liftening  to  his  difcourfe. 

*  No  cofledion  contains  fo  many  of  the  works  of  Rubens  as  this : 
but  I  am  told  his  bcft  productions  are  to  be  found  in  the  towns  of  Bra» 
bant.  The  gallery  is  poor  in  pictures  by  the  Itafian  matters ;  and  not  to 
fee  compared  with  that  of  Drefden;  It  is  likewifc  deficient  in  Land- 
fcapes. 

♦Par.  L.  Book  Vrt.  line  463*  '    ..    • 
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The  Diifleldorf  academy  is  £urni{hed  with  many  excellent  cads,  from 
antique  ftatues.  It  is  likewife  rijch  in  engravings :  and,  were  it  not,  the 
numerous  drawings,  by  Raphael,  which  it  pofleifes,  give  it  a  value 
which  few  colledions  can  equal.  Some  are  the  Ught  fports  of  his  fine 
and  inexhauflible  fancy :  others  are  only  iketches ;  but  they  are  the 
iketches  of  a  creative  mind.  And  have  not  thefe  flights  of  tranfcendent 
genius,  which  never  were  meant  for  the  vulgar  eye  that  could  not  com- 
prehend them,  that  were  intended  only  for  himfelf,  for  his  own  enjoy- 
ment, have  they  not  acharader  of  unrefirained  daring,  and  unexampled 
beauty,  peculiar  to  then»felves  i  I  fee  them  ftill,  thefe  lines  that  fo 
fublimely  trace  the  heads  of  angek  !  What  amplitude !  What  purity  I 
What  forms  of  flowing  dreaming  life  !  The  means  tQO  fo  limited,  fo 
imperceptible ;  we  dare  not  add  fo  indigent,  ftr^ck  as  we  are  with  afto« 
plfhment  at  beholding  their  efieds.  Yes.;  we  Ipok  with  jpy  fis  well  as 
wonder,  and  praife  Qod  for  the  power  Jhe  has  ^ven  to  oijtQ* 


•^ 


LETTER    IIL 

Pempelforty  July  i79X« 

A  TIMBER  float  having  been  announced,  we  went  yefter- 
day  in  the  afternoon  toDiifleldorf  to  fee  it :  for  which  purpofe,  we 
hired  a  boat ;  and  rowed  up  the  Rhine.  The  fpray  of  the  oars  was  feen 
from  far ;  and  we  prefently  difcovered  a  fwimming  village  :  for  fuch  is 
the  appearance  of  the  wooden  huts,  that  are  built  on  the  float* 

There  are  four  floats  that  go,  every  fummer,  from  Andernach  to  Hoi- 
lani  Each  is  about  a  thoufand  feet  long ;  and  a  hundred  and  thirty 
wide.  The  number  of  the  floatmen  is  four  hundred  and  fifty.  The 
rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  bulk  and  unwieldinefs  of  the  float,  make 
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the  navigation  dangerous.  The  pafTage,  if  good,  will  be  from  fix  to^ 
feven  days :  -but,  if  the  water  be  low  and  the  wind  violent  and  adverfe, 
k  may  be -as  many  weeks.  . 

Several  anchors  are  carried,  and  the  float  lies  at  anchor  every  night; 
In  the  evening,  the  anchors  are  taken  into  the  boats  and  brought  to  the 
fhore.  The  fltong  motion  of  the  float  drags  them,  at  firft^  but  this  mo- 
tion flackens,  and  the  float  at  lad  becomes  ftationary; 

The  worth  of  the  wood,  of  which  the  float  iscompofcd,  is  eftimated 
at  five  hundred  thouiand  florins.  The  toll  it  pays  is  heavy.  At  DiiC- 
feldorf  it  amounts  to  a  hundred  and  fixteen  piftoles :  at  Kaiferfwerth^ 
which  is  lifcewife  a  town  palatine,  eighty  piftoks :  and  the  Pruflian  tolls 
are  ftill  more  fevere. 

'  The  daily  maintenance  of  the  floatmen  is  eflimated  at  upward  of  a 
hundred  rix  dollars.  The  pay-  of  each  man,  for  the  whole  voyage^  h 
oaly  five  rix  dollars.  Having  arrived  at  their  place  of  deftination,  they 
form  thcmfelves  into  parties,  of  feven  each,  club  their  pay,  arid  then, 
ihoot  for  the  whole  j  and  the  lofers  are  obfiged  to  beg  their  way  home. 

The  good  cheer  of  the  floatmen^  during  the  voyage,  delights  and  welfc 
repays  them  for  their  hard  labour.  We  faw  fat  oxen  on  the  float }  and 
were  informed  that  one  was  flaughtered  daily.  The  cabin  of  the  mafter 
is  as  fpacious  as  that  of  the  captam  of  an  eighty  gun  fhlp.  The  wood  o£ 
the  float  is  chiefly,  for  the  ufe  of  flooring  and  carpenters.. 
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LETTER    IV. 


Fempelforty  29th  July  1791* 


ESTERDAY  week,  we  were  very  agreeably  furprifed^ 
by  a- vifit  from  the  Princefs  Gallitzin,  her  two  children,  the  Baron  of 
Fiirftenberg,  and  Profeflbr  Overberg.  Thefe  noble  friends  remained 
with  us  three  days  :  three  memorable  days. 

After  their  departure,  Jacobi  took  us,  on  a  party  of  pleafure,  to 
Elberfelde. 

This  town  lies  in  a  fmall  valley,  on  the  Wuppci* :  one  of  the  innu- 
merable tributary  nymphs  that  pour  their  waters  into  the  capacious 
Rhine.  The  peculiar  quality  of  this  ftream  maintains  four  populous 
towns :  the  principal  trade  of  which  is  bleaching.  The  valley  is  about 
two  leagues  long ;  and  the  high  hills,  on  eafch  fidci^  are. covered  with  the 
beech  and  the  afh,  andfkirted  with  cornfields,  meadows,  paflures,  and 
gardens,  in  various  and  rich  fertility.  '     '  '^ '     •.  '.  /J  '    ' 

The  four  towns,  which  the  Wupper  waters,  are  Rittershaufen,  Wup- 
perfelde,  Gemark  (or  Barmen),  and  Elberfelde :  which  laft  is  the  moft 
diftant.  Barmen  is  a  colony  of  Elberfelde:  of  which  it  is!  the  rival, 
both  in.induftry  and  profpcrity.  Thefe  properties  arc  confpicuous,  in 
the  handfome  houfes  and  gardens,  and  in  the  countehances  of  the  na- 
tives ;  who  are  remarkable  for  the  cheerfulnefs  and  reiftitude  of  their 
manners. 

The  whole  appearance  of  this  valley  delights  the  eye,  and  mkkes  a 
deep  and  lafting  impreflion  upon  the  heart.  Its  various  builcUngs,  its 
fwarming  inhabitants,  its  meandering  flrcam,  now  deep  and  filent,  noW) 
rapid  and  fhallow,  its  bold  projediing  rocks,  hollow  beneath,  and  loaded, 
above  with  thick  woods  that  ftiade  the  horizon,  thehoneft,  profper-i 
^us,    and  happy  appearance*  of  its  people,  fome  dwelling  in  neatl 
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town«,  others  in  fcattered  houfes  that  ornament  the  vicinity,  thde 
objects,  individually  and  coUedively,  give  unfpeakable  pleafure.  They 
reminded  me  of  the  environs  of  Erzgebiirg:  with  its  lofty  mountains^ 
crowned  with  pines  and  wdtered  with  numerous  rivulets :  with  this  dif- 
ference, that,  at  Erzgebiirg,  the  traveller  was  aftoniflied  at  the  induftry 
of  art,  which  atlaft  afforded  the  inhabitants  only  afcanty  fubfiftence; 
while  here  abundance  every  where  reigns. 

The  following  day,  we  faw,  in  a  narrow  valley,  one  of  the  grand 
f|pe£taclea  of  nature.  On  our  return  from  Elbcrfelde,  we  went  to  Met- 
man  ;  a  town  which  is  four  leagues  diftant.from  Pempelfort.  Faffing 
through  c6rn  fields  that  had  been  reaped,  we  entered  a  Beech  wood^ 
and  fuddenly  beheld  an  uncommonly  wild  mafs  of  rocks,  that  fixed 
our  attefici&n.  Proceeding  through  a  wide  opening,  we  went  into  a 
cavern ;  into  which  light  had  two  entrances,  that  were  unperceived  by 
us.  We  fuddenly  came  to. a  deep  precipice,  with  high  rocks  in  our 
firont ;  and  they^  like  the  cavity  in  which  we  ftood,  were  loaded  with 
trees,  their  fides  adorned  with  (hrubs  arid  ivy,  afid  at  their  feet  the  rapid 
Diiffel  flowed* 

This  cavern  is  called  the  Leuchtenburg* 

We  returned  through  a  narrow  paffage,  which  brought  us  to  a  pro- 
jieding  cliff;  where,  that  we  might  the  better  look  into  the  abyfs  be- 
n^eath,  we  laid  oiirfelves  down,  and  each  held  the  other  in  turn.  This 
cliff,  which  is  called  Rabenftein,  or  Ravenftone,  appeared  to  me  not  lefs 
beautiful  than  Rofstrappe,  at  Harz,  in  our  own  dear  country.  From 
this,  wepaffed  intoa  fmall  grotto  ;  called  the  Engelskammer,  or  Angel's 
chamber ;  and  faw  a  black  gulph,  on  the  other  fide,  which  people  have 
named  the  Teufelskammer ;  or  Devil's  chamber. 

Half  a  league  from  this,  there  is  a  Monaftery,  of  the  rigorous  order 
of  La  Trappe ;  of  which  there  was  only  one  in  Germany,  one  in  France, 
and  one  in  Italy,  founded.  The  monks  of  this  order  renounce  the  ufe 
of  fpeech :  the  prelate  only,  under  certain  reftri^iong,  is  allowed  to 
infringe  this  rule.     Some  years  ago,  a  Princefs  vifited  this  monaftery ; 

and^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  13 

and,  after  many  entreaties,  prevailed  on  the  prelate  to  indulge  two  of 
the  monks,  for  a  momrent,  in  the  ufe  of  fpeech :  but  they  both  gave  her 
to  underftand,  by  figns,  that  th*ey  did  not  think  themfelves  authorized 
to  break  their  eternal  filence. 

Jacobi,  one  evening,  took  me  and  Nicnlovius  to  this  monaftcry.  The 
door  keeper,  a  lay  brother,  left  us  in  the  garden ;  telling  us  that  the 
monks  had  retired  to  reft :  however,  we  met  one  of  them  ;  who,  by 
the  motion  of  his  lips,  was  muttering  his  prayers.  At  laft,  the  prelate 
appeared  :  but  he  ihewed  no  inclination  to  admit  us  into  the  monaftery* 
The  government  has  appointed  a  fpiritual  commiffion,  to  reform  the 
rules  of  the  monaftery.  The  veil  of  fecrecy  guards  their  proceedings.. 
It  is  not,  however,  probable  that  they  will  raze  the  monaftery:  they 
would  not  for  fuch  a  purpofe  have  appointed  a  fpiritual  commiffion,. 

I  have  yet  faid  nothing  of  Pempelfort ;  which  is  feparated^  by  a  fpa- 
cious  Electoral  garden,  from  the  town  of  Diiffeldorf.  Jacobi's  houfe 
is  roomy,  arid  well  contrived :  built  for  the  convenience  of  a  fage,  who 
wifhes  neither  to  be  incommoded  by  want  of  fpace,  nor  incumbered  by 
magnificence.  He  has  laid  out  his  beautiful  garden  in  the  Engliib 
manner  ;  but  with  a  degree  of  tafte  peculiar  to  himfelf.  Trees,  fomc 
fingle,  others  in  clufters,  ornament  the  green  lawn  ;  through  which  the 
Diiflel  meanders,  and  forms  a  cafcade.  High  palm  trees,  a  row  of 
elms,  a  lake  encircled  with  the  weeping  willow,  many  of  the  exotics 
which  can  endure  our  climate,  and  a  charming  orange  grove,  exhaling 
its  fweets  under  the  windows  of  the  houfe,  give  this  garden  a  delight- 
ful variety. 

Here,  in  focial  friendfhip,  the  heart  of  the  deep  thinking  owner  ex* 
pands.  Here  he  meditated,  here.  Under  trees  of  his  own  planting,  he 
occafionally  wrote,  his  Woldemar,  and  his  Allwill ;  obedient  to  the 
friendly  didates  of  the  mufe.  Here  he  lived  happy  with  his  Eliza  ;  and 
here  he  wept  her  lofs.  Her  pure  her  heavenly  fpirit  (Oh  !  who  caa 
doubt  it  ?)  hovers  round  him ;  and  infpires  his  charming  fiftcrs,  whofe 
hearts  and  underftandings  are  a  fource  of  confolation  to  him ;  and  whoie 
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focicty  he  finds  fo  delightful,  fo  indifpenfiblc.  Here  too  his  brother, 
breathing  the  infpirations  of  the  feeling  mufe,  wrote  fome  of  his 
xnofl:  excellent  poems. 

Tomorrow  we  depart  from  a  place,  where,  inftead  of  a  week,  as  we 
had  intended,  we  have  remained  nineteen  days.  But  we  fhall  not  leave 
^1  the  inhabitants  of  Pempelfort  behind  us :  at  our  entreaty,  Jacobi  per- 
mits his  fon  to  accompany  us  j  and  the  plcafurc  of  our  journey  will  not 
be  leflened  by  his  fociety* 


LETTER    V. 


W) 


Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Auguft  7th  ijgt* 


E  had  only  a  fhort  half  day's  journey  from  Pempelfort 
to  Cologne ;  our  road  lying  through  a  fruitful  and  well  cultivated-dil^ 
triGt*  The  Duchy  of  Berg  appears  to  me  to  owe  its  profperity  tc)  the 
conftitution  it  enjoys,  under  the  government  of  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria, 
and  to  the  induftry  of  its  inhabitants,  more  than  even  to  the  goodnefs 
of  its  foil ;  which,  from  excellent  cultivation,  is  fo  produdlive.  That 
land  muft  be  light,  which  one  horfc  can  plough.  The  horfes  and  cattle 
in  this  country  are  large  and  well  fed. 

Near  Miihlheim,  on  the  Rhine,  we  vifited  the  grave  of  the  worthy 
Thomas  Wiggenmann.  He  died  young,  in  the  arms  of  his  dear  friends; 
and  Jacobi  has  written  a  beautiful  epitaph  to  his  memory,  which  me- 
mory will  remain  facred  as  long  as  his  excellent  work,  on  the  gofpel  of 
Saint  Matthew,  fhall  be  read  j  a  work  calculated  to  calm  the  doubts  of 
many  worthy  fceptics.  Death  prevented  him  from  completing  his 
labour.  His  abftrad  of  the  philofophy  of  Mendelfohn  and  Jacobi  has 
charaAerized  him,  as  a  clear  and  deep  thinker. 
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At  Muhlheim,  we  crofled  the  Rhine ;  and  foon  arrived  at  Cologne. 
This  ancient  and  free  imperial  city  is  built  in  the  old  ftyle  j  with  high 
houfes,  and  narrow  ftreets* 

The  Gothic  Cathedral  is  beautiful,  in  its  kind ;  and  would  have 
been  one  of  the  largeft  in  Europe,  had  the  immenfe  work,  which  was 
interrupted  before  finiOied,  been  completed.  Its  grandeur  is  ftill  con- 
fiderable ;  and  the  uniiniihed  part  giires  a  pidurefque  appearance  of 
Gothic  ruins* 

We  faw  a  noble  pidure,  by  Rubens,  of  Peter  on  the  crofs,  in  Saint 
Peter's  Church  j  which  the  painter  prefented  to  his  native  city. 

You  know  the  ftory  of  this  apoftle  wifhing,  from  humility,  to  he 
crucified  with  his  head  downward.  This  gave  the  great  painter  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  genius  in  what  may  be  called  the  terribly 
beautiful.  The  blood,  hurried  toward  the  head,  diftends  the  veina; 
and,  as  the  body  is  not  outftretched,  it  is  bent,  and  forefhortened  ;  in 
the  executing  of  which  Rubens  has  difplayed  his  whole  power.  The 
mouth  of  the  fufferer  opens  in  fuch  agony,  and  with  fo  much  truths 
that  it  has  a  wonderful  appearance  of  reality.  Various  executioners  are 
employed  around  him :  one  of  whom,  with  a  fiend-like  ferocity,  is 
driving  a  nail  through  his  foot ;  while  a  Roman  foldier  holds  him  fa£t, 
with  a  placid  diligence.  The  foldier's  countenance  would  befpeak  our 
favour,  were  it  not  for  the  calm  manner  with  which  he  attends  to  his 
horrible  office.  None  but  a  Roman  foldier  could  have  hardened  his 
countenance  to  fuch  an  iron  fercnity.  We  feem  to  me  to  mifs  that 
animated  participation,  and  heavenly  dignity,  which  fhould  have  cha* 
raderized  the  hovering  angel  that  holds,  the  palm  over  the  evangelical 
Hiartyr. 

We  faw  a  beautiful  pidure,.  by  Le  Brun,  in  the  houfe  of  the  Patrician- 
Jebbach.  It  reprefents  one  of  his  aaceftors,  furrounded  by  his  family^. 
Attached  to  each  other  as  they  mutually  were,  the  painter  left  this, 
beautiful  mark  of  his  friehdfliip.  A  chamber  is  fet  apart  for  the  pic- 
ture; to  which  ftrangers  are  always  admitted.     A  noble  ilniplicity 
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xJignifies  the  figures,  Le  Brun  painted  with  affeftion;  and  gave  an 
expreffion  of  gcntlenefs  and  family  concord  to  the  whole. 

Is  it  true  that  our  anceftors  were  lefs  diffipated  than  we  are  ?  Did 
they  poffefs  a  more  profound  and  capacious  calm  ?  Or  were  the  painters 
of  thofe  ages  fuperior  to  other  men  ?  From  whom  did  they  learn  the 
art  of  depiaing  fo  much  greatnefs  of  mind?  Their  very  portraits 
breathe  pure  fcrenity.  Each  painter  appears  to  me  to  have  formed  to 
himfelf  ideal  beings :  for  who  can  be  ignorant  that  thefe  very  filcnt 
ferious  and  mild  charafters  are  animated  by  the  nobleft  paffions  ?  Do 
we  not  find,  in  the  Greek  artifts,  the  very  extremes  of  depth  of  thought 
and  ardour  of  foul  ? 

It  is  the  fame  with  the  ancient  poets.  The  dialogue  of  the  old  tragic 
writers  will  frequently  appear  cold,  becaufe  of  its  fimplicity:  yet  with 
what  real,  with  what  ardent,  paffion  do  they  glow !  What  a  pervading 
tranquillity !  what  a  benevolent  fimplicity !  yet  what  a  ftreaming 
fervour,  breathe  through  Homer  and  Oflian ! 

From  Cologne  to  Bonn  the  road  is  delightful ;  but,  after  we  had 
pafled  the  latter,  nature  affumed  her  higheft  charms. 

We  now  plainly  faw  the  feven  hills  ;  the  fummits  of  which,  on  the 
other  fide  of  Diifleldorf,  had  gradually  feemed  to^  approach.  The  fer- 
tile plains,  through  which  we  pafled,  abound  with  rich  vineyards,  and 
beautiful  orchards.  Mountains  were  towering  on  every  fide.  Again 
our  road  brought  us  to  the  high  banks  of  the  noble  Rhine ;  beyond 
which  were  ftill  more  lofty  heights,  terminating  in  the  rocky  fummits 
of  the  feven  hills.  Now  the  Rhine  was  fhut  up  between  the  mountains ; 
and  now  the  valley  through  which  it  rolled  its  waters  widened,  adorned 
with  corn  fields  and  various  fruits ;  the  apple,  the  pear,  the  walnut, 
and  the  fpreading  vine.  The  hills  on  the  left  fhores  of  the  Rhine  were 
now  clothed  with  vineyards,  and  now  fhaded  by  the  beech,  the  afh, 
and  the  oak.  On  the  oppofite  banks  the  ripe  grape,  and  the  iportive 
ivy,  variegate  the  foot  of  the  feven  hills ;  the  latter  winding  up  their 
rocky  fides*     On  fome  of  the  heights,  the  ruins  of  old  caftles  are  fcen : 
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m  cfther  parts,  the  daring  hand  of  nature  projedls  the  overhanging 
fearful  cliff,  that  fcems  to  brave  the  Ihock  of  time.  The  laft  of  the 
feven  hills,  which  is  called  the  Dracbenftein  (Dragonftone),  appears  to 
be  the  largeft. 

As  "we  approached  the  Rhine,  it  fcemed  to  have  become  confiderably 
narrower*  We  fuppofed  it  to  flow  over  a  deep  bed  of  rock ;  but  we 
foon  perceived  that  the  trees,  on  the  other  fide  of  this  lefler  current, 
belonged  to  an  ifland ;  behind  which  a  fecond  ifland  rofe  out  of  the 
water :  fo  that  the  mighty  river,  divided  into  three  ftreams,  watered 
and  fruftified  fix  fliores* 

There  was  a  Cloiftcr  of  Nuns,  called  Nonenwerth,  fituated  in  the 
fecond  ifland ;  in  a  kind  of  Elyfian  grove.  Add  to  all  thefe  beauties 
Ae  pidurefque  effed  of  light  and  (hade ;  that  here  glimmered,  and 
there  flicd  thick  night  among  the  valleys ;  while  the  hills  were  illumined 
by  the  full  glare  of  day.  Add,  too,  the  cheerful  afped  of  the  inhabit- 
ants :  young  men  chaunting  their  provincial  fongs  j  and  maidens 
bringing  us  fruits  and  flowers,  in  their  clean  wicker  bafkets  :  here  a 
habitation  refounding  with  dancing,  and  mirth ;  and  there  a  wooden 
legged  village  mufician,  thrumming  his  mandoline,  and  charming  him-* 
fclf,  and  his  hearers,  with  a  flourifliing  fymphony  at  the  conclufion  of 
each  flanza. 

As  we  approached  the  fmall  town  of  Rheinmagen,  we  met,  on  a 
high  narrow  fliorc  at  the  foot  of  a  fl:ill  higher  hill,  a  folemn  proceflion ; 
in  honour  of  Saint  Apollinarius*  The  prieft  and  the  holy  red  banner 
were  followed  by  the  crowd,  finging :  boats  glided  along  the  ftream, 
each  bearing  its  own  enfign,  and  refounding  with  the  fame  chorus. 

We  fmiled,  when  we  were  told  that  thefe  good  people  were  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  remains  of  the  Saint ;  interred,  as  they  fuppofed,  on 
a  neighbouring  hill ;  for,  a  fortnight  before,  we  had  met  thefe  very 
remains  in  a  like  folemn  proceflion  at  Dufleldorf.  No  wonder  that 
thefe  two  communities  fliould  difpute  the  honour  of  poflbfling  the 
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Saint }  when  fo  lately  two  municipalities,  in  France,  would  hare  made 
ferocious  war  on  each  other,  for  the  remains  of  Voltaire ;  had  not  oac 
taken  his  body,  and  the  other  his  heart. 

The  heart  of  Voltaire !— ; — Oh  you  who  laugh  at  the  fimplicity  of 
the  peafants  of  the  Rhine,  who  devoutly  chaunt  their  hymns  to  the 
memory  of  a  worthy  man  !  You  who  ftrain  at  a  gnat,  and  fwallow  a* 
camel!  .You  who  cannot  forgive  the  fanaticifra,of  implicit  faith  !  What 
fay  you  to  an  aflembly  of  legiflators,  that  decrees  a  niche  in  the  new- 
temple  of  the  Gods  to  the  man  who,  while  he  lived,  wandered  fromr 
country  to  country,  refpeding  neither  the  religion  nor  tlie  manners  o£ 
any  of  them  !  who,  in  his  Candide,  ridiculed  the  providence  of  God^ 
and  to  whom  virtue  was  a  jeft*  ? 

Between  Rhcmmagen  and  Andernach,  we  beheld  th«  majeftic 
courfe  of  the  meandering  Rhine ;  till  the  fight  was  loft,  in  the  impene- 
trable fhadows  of  the  valleys  that  lie  between  the  feven  hills.  Befidc 
us  the  clear  light  of  the  Sun  beamed  on  large  iflands;  beariog  com,,. 
Qrcharda,  and  vineyards.  Before  us  lay  the  ancient  town  of  Ander- 
nach J  with  its  gotbic  walls,  and  towers.  We  might  have  arrived  at 
Coblentz  before  dark,^  had  we  not  wifhed  to  travel  at  our  eafe. 

Oh  Rhine !  He  that  with  precipitate  hafte  can  empty  the  tccming^^ 
goblet  of  nature,  is  unworthy  the  wealth  of  thy  ftream,  the  fertility  of  • 
thy  fhercs,  and  the  tranfports  that  thy  vineyards  afford  !  Such  of  old 
were  the  Thracians.     Barbarians !  that  knew  not  to  honour  gifts  like* 
thine ;  nor  to  tafte  the  calm  and  full  dignity  of  fuch  joys. 

As  we  determined  to  remain  all  night  at  Andernach,  we  approached/ 

*  Mea  of  the  bcft  hearts  and  underftandings  are  liable  to  be  miftakcn.  The  author 
hiimfelf  is  here  an  example.  He  imagined,  whik  writing  the  above  apoftrophe,  that  he 
wrote  in  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  benevolence.  How  could  a  man  of  fo  much  thought  be 
fo  unjuft  to  the  intentions,  or  to  the  virtue,  of  Voltaire  ?  who,  whatever  the  prejudices 
of  the  prefent  times  may  affirm,  was  one  of  the  molt  devoted,  perfevering,  and  ineftima- 
bk,  friends  of  the  human  race.    T.. 
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the  fiiore,  took  a  boat,  and  were  rowed  between  high  hills  that  were 
clothed  with  hanging  vineyards.  The  heat  had  been  great ;  and  the 
air  on  the  water  was  refrefhing, 

^*  The  hot  foot  of  the  hUI  waflied  by  the  cooling  wave*/* 

We  faw  white  infefts  in  fwarms,  fluttering  in  the  evening  air  j  and 
In  fwarms  faw  them  end  their  fliort  lives  in  the  ftream.  We  paffed 
Neuwied,  failing  between  rows  of  tall  poplar.  As  the  wind  was 
againft  us,  we  were  obliged  to  traverfe  the  river,  from  fhor e  to  fliore, 
till  we  came  to  Andernach  j  the  profpefl:  changing  every  moment,  and 
every  moment  being  enriched  by  new  and  innumerable  beauties. 

In  the  morning  we  continued  our  journey  upon  the  Rhine,  about 
as  far  as  we  had  failed  the  evening  before.     We  then  left  it,  proceeding 
along  fpacious  roads  ;  and  ihould  have  regretted  its  enlivening  fcenery 
had  we  not  known  that  we  ihould  foon  again  behold  it,  in  variegated 
majefty. 

Half  a  league  fi-om  Coblentz,  we  paffed  the  palace  of  Schonborn-^ 
luft  ;  where  the  fugitive  brothers  of  the  King  of  France  then  refideA 
What  is  the  deftiny  that  awaits  this  good  King  ?  who,  with  the  pureft 
intentions,  and  with  the  general  voice,  has  acquired  the  moft  honour* 
able  title  that  ever  was  given  to  Monarch !  that  of  the  reftorer  of 
freedom  ! 

Coblentz  is  at  prefent  fiiU  of  French  emigrants :  or  father  appears  to 
be  full  of  them  ;  for  they  crowd  the  ftreetis  in  parties,  and  hurry  to  and 
fro  ;  fome  in  carriages,  fome  on  horfeback,  and  fome  on  foot  j  fo  that 
their  numbers  feem  endlefs.  The  trofs  of  Saint  Louis  is  at  every  but* 
ton  hole.  They  have  bought  horfes,  pradtife  equeftrian  exercifes,  and 
certainly  encourage  the  expectations  of  each  .  other  with  indefatigable 
induftry ;  having  formed  high  hopes  of  their  enterprife  againft  the 
National  Affembly.  It  is  not  in  the  charafter  of  the  French,  as 
prefent  circumftances  demonftrate,  to  wait  the  change  of  fortune  which 

•  Klopftock^s  Odcf .  '  i 
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time  might  bring.  Though  light  as  the  cork,  they  would  rather  ftcm 
the  ungovernable  ftream  thanr  flay  for  the  ebbing  tide  j  which  might 
bring  them  fafely  to  ihore. 

When  the  iatolerable  heat  of  the  day  abated,  we  took  a  boat ;  and 
rowed  on  the  Rhine,  to  view  the  town  and  the  Electoral  palaces,  beau- 
tifully built  in  the  Ionic  order,  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  delight- 
ful capacious  Mofelle  here  empties  itletf,  into  the  more  delightful  more 
capacious  Rhine.  On  a  rock,  on  the  oppofite  fidie,  the  old  caftle  of 
Ehrenbreitftein  towers :  while  higher  hilTs  crown  the  diflant  (hores,, 
and  mountains  that  feem  to  melt  away  in  the  horizon. 

We  continued  our  journey  by  the  fide  of  a  fteep  hill ;  an  J,  lookmg 
behind  us,  conte^mptated  the  paradife  we  had  pafled  T  We  beheld  the 
courfe  of  the  Rhine,  winding  between  its  high  banks.  Over  thefc 
heights,  we  faw  heights  ftill  greater ;  with  fruitful  intervening  valleys, 
and  thick  forefts.  Between  the  (hadows  which  the  mountains  caft,  we 
perceived  plains  that  were  more  fpaciousj  and  the  extent  of  which 
increafed,  as  they  were  followed  by  the  eye.  They  were  enlightened 
by  the  rays  of  the  evening  Sun,  and  contrafted  with  the  gtoora  of  the 
narrow  valleys,  and  the  fhady  fide  of  the  mountains. 

The  fmall  town  of  Ems,  famous  for  its  mineral  waters,  lies  in  a 
deep  narrow  vale,  that  is  watered  by  the  Lahn,  in  the  road  between 
Coblentz  and  NalTau. 

On  that  fide  of  Ems  that  is  next  to  Coblentz  is  a  fruitful  valley, 
fliaded  by  hills  and  woods ;  and  on  the  other  fide  of  it,  more  lofty  trees 
form  a  fpacious  walk,  on  the  banks  of  the  Lahn,  for  the  recreation  of 
thofe  who  come  to  take  the  waters. 

Along  this  •river,  and  between  the  mountains,  fies  the  road  to  Nat 
fau  ;   which  is  fituated  in  a  fertile  valley,  and  furrounded  by  rocks. 
On  one  of  the  hills  ftand  the  very  ancient  and  venerable  ruins  of 
the   caftle  of  Naflau ;  from  whence  that  famous  houfe  derived  ita 
title. 

On  the  fame  hill,  but  lower,  are  the  remains  of  another  caftle; 
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from  which  the  fapiily  of  Stein  took  its  name.  Thefe  old  cavaliers, 
whofe  defcendants  ftiU  hold  their  pofleffions,  muft  have  had  a  good 
underftanding  with  their  mighty  neighbour ;  or  muft  have  been  very 
alert,  and  by  alliances  have  fecured  themfelves  againft  his  power.  It 
is  probable  that  the  noble  art  of  plundering  wtis  common  to  them 
both:  but  who  can  fecure  to  hirafelf  a  fair  divifion  of  the  booty,  in 
treaties  where  the  tiger  hunts  in  company  with  the  lion  ? 

Schwalbach,  and  Wi{baden,^50th  celebrated  for  their  mineral  waters^ 
are  feated  among  thefe  mountains ;  which  are  interfperfed  with  fruitful 
plains.  There  is  a  very  beautiful  profpeft,  about  a  league  from  Wif- 
baden  j  from  which  a  long  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  the  entire  city  of 
Mentt,  and  the  pleafant  iflands  that  furround  it,  are  feen.  Mentz  is 
two  full  leagues  from  Wifbadcn  ;  and  this  exienfive  view,  where  we 
beheld  vineyards,  corn  fields,  and  large  orchards  with  their  branches, 
weighed  to  the  earth  with  fruit,  afforded  us  great  and  unfeigned  plea* 
fure. 

We  entered  the.; ancient  and  beautiful  city  of  Mentx  over  a  wide*, 
bridge  of  boats*.    Though  fo  much  nearer  to  its  fource,  the  Rhine  is. 
more  fpacious  here  than  at  Diifleldorf.     i  counted  my  fteps  over  the 
bridge  j  and  they  amounted  to  feven  hundred  and  forty.     The  palace 
called  La  Favorite^  Ijelonging  to  the  Eledor,  with  its  vaft  garden, 
(lands  on  the  fhore  where  once  the  old  Carthufiaa  monaftery  ftood  j  as. 
well  as  two  niinneri€$> .  which  have  been  demoliflicd.     Tliexevcnue& 
of  thefe  foundations  are  paid  to  the  univerflty ;  and  are  dedicated  to  the  . 
ufe  of  the  banifhed  monks  and  nuns.     The   EleiSor  purchafed  the 
deferted  monaftery  from  the  univerflty ;  which  poflefres  about  four 
million  of  florins ;  and  laid  out  an  ample  Englifh  garden :  which,  from 
its  fituation  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Main,  is  pofl^effed  of  beauties, 
that  none  but  the  hand  of  nature  can  beftow.     When  the  Carthufians 
received  orders  to  quit  their  monaftery,  an  old  monk  died  of  grief. 
Thefe  orders  were   given  by  the    firft  Archbiihop  of  the  German 
Empire. 
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At  Mentz,  we  became  acquainted  with  Count  Von  Stadion :  a  young 
canon,  who  certainly  has  verified  the  early  expectations  that  were 
formed  of  his  talents. 

A  Chapter  that  has  chofen  Dalberg  for  coadjutor,  and  which  has  long 
heen  accuftomed  courageoufly  to  withftand  the  influence  of  the  firft 
powers  of  Germany,  merits  our  efteem  j  and,  as  good  Patriots,  we 
are  led  to  believe  we  (hall  not  be  miftaken  in  the  hopes  tQ  which  it  has 
given  birth. 

One  fine  evening,  we  were  rowed  to  the  Iftgelheimer-Au ;  which 
ifland  I  vifited  becaufe  of  the  agreeable  hours  I  h^d  there  fpent,  fixteea 
years  ago,  in  company  with  my  brother,  Gbthen,  Haugwitzen,  and 
Klinger. 

Not  fo  far  from  the  town,  and  oppofite  to  the  caftle  Biberich,  lies 
another  ifland  ;  the  Kurfiirften-Au  ;  which,  being  thickly  planted 
with  trees,  appeared,  as  we  rowed  paft,  to  be  the  moft  beautifuK 

We  then  rowed  to  the  farther  end  of  the  Rheinailee ;  which  not  long 
fince  was  planted  befide  the  ftream.  This  alley  confifts  of  two  rows 
of  the  linden  tree,  within  ;  and  two  rows  of  poplar,  without*  Very 
large  trees  had  been  brought  hither ;  which  muft  have  been  tranfpla:nted 
with  great  art ;  for  their  beautiful  forms  fhewed  that  the  axe  had  never 
lopped  their  branches.     The  largeft  trees  are  neareft  to  the  town. 

At  the  farther  end  of  this  alley,  which  is  about  half  a  league  long, 
feveral  canons  have,  With  great  expence  and  induftry,  cultivated  a  light 
iandy  foil,  and  turned  it  into  pafture-land :  while  they  have  palled  by 
and  neglected  much  better  ground.  Thefe  expenccs  however  will  be 
well  repaid  them,  in  the  fequel*. 

All  the  parts  round  Mentz,  which  abound  in  com,  fruit,  and  wine^ 
probably  are  more  indebted  for  thefe  produftions  to  the  induftry  of  the  ' 
inhabitants,  than  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil ;  which  is  light  and  fandy. 

*  About  ihe  end  of  the  year  1 79a,  the  French  in  mttltitttdeft  overraa  our  frontitrs>  took 
Mentz,  and  laid  wafte  thefe  beautiful  fituations. 
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The  parts  round  Frankfort  appear  to  me  to  be  in  the  fame  predica- 
ment. They  are  embellifhed  and  frudlified  by  the  Main,  to  the  benefi- 
cent waters  of  which  they  are  wholly  indebted. 

A  part  of  Frankfort  is  well  built  j  cfpeciallythc  principal  ftreet,  which, 
is  called  the  Zeile. 

The  Jews,  who  are  numerous,  are  confined  to  live  in  one  ftreet ; 
which  is  very  iortg,  narrow,  and  irregular.  Their  houfes  are  feparated, 
in  back  and  front,  from  the  reft  of  the  citizens  by  a  high  wall,  built 
far  above  the  firft  floor.  Every  evening,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock^ 
both  ends  of  this  ftreet  are  (hut  up ;  and  no  Jew,  without  particular 
permiffion,  is  fuffercd  to  quit  this  prifon,  during  the  time  of  divine  fer-- 
vice  among  the  Chriftians. 

In  former  times,  thefe  perfecuted  people  endured  intolerable  hard-- 

flxips ;  which  would  now  be  aboliftied,  did  not  the  rich  Jews  find  the- 

,  afliftance  of  their  poor  brethren  highly  ufeful  to.  them  in  their  trade^, 

and  therefore  make  prefling  remonftrances  againft  any  change,  which: 

would  be  fo  beneficial  even  to  themfelves. 

The  Catholics  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  tjieir  religion.  The  Luthe- 
ran magiftracy,  fome  years  ago,  by  application  to  the  Emperor  Jofeph, 
eftabliftied  places  of  worfhip  for  thofe  of  the  reformed  church  *;  two: 
of  which  have  been  built,  for  the  German  and  French  communities^; 
Before  this,  they  were  obliged  to  perform  divine  fervice  half  a  milie 
out  of  town. 

It  was  truly  afflifting  that  an  imperial  city,  not  poflefled  of  chime-: 
rical  but  of  real  order,  freedom,  and  equality  of  juftice,  fliould  be  fubjeft* 
to  the  reproach  of  that  degree  of  intolerance  which  limited  the  manner 
in  which  its  kind  and' good  citizens  (hould  be  permitted  to  exercife  their: 
religion^ 

*  Diffenters  from  UieLutheraQS  -,,.Qr  C^Iylniftf  • .   T. 
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LETTER    VL 

Elarlfruchy  AuguA  nth   x79r» 

A  HE  fandincfs  of  the  road,  between  Frankfort  and  Darm* 
ftadt,  made  the  heat  of  the  day  infufFerable  :  but  we  refrelhed  ourfelves, 
on  the  way,  with  wine  of  this  year's  vintage.  Before  it  is  meliorated 
by  time,  it  is  very  acid :  but  this  acidity  has  the  good  quality  of  quench- 
ing  thirft,  more  eflfedtually  than  older  and  better  wine*  The  growth 
of  the  beft  Rhenifh  wine  is  limited  to  a  circle  of  about  four  or  five 
miles  round  Mentz :  that  noble  wine  which  Klopftock  fo  poetically 
praifes* 

**  Of  happy  German  temperament  art  thou  : 

^*  Warm,  but  not  inflaming ;  potent,  but  yet  ^ 

<*  Not  drowfy  5  and  iparkling,  yet  free  from  froth." 

Other  kinds  of  Rhenifti  are  occafionally  picafant,  and  good :  but 
none  of  them  are  equal  to  this,,  in  the  mild  and  vinous  glow  which  it 
communicates* 

At  Darmftadt,  we  went,  about  twilight,  to  vifit  the  beautiful  Englifli. 
garden ;  which  particularly  pleafed  us,  by  the  number  of  its  large  trees : 
efpecially  the  poplar. 

You  have  heard  of  the  vaft  Guard-houfe,  which  is  here.  We  wiflied 
to  fee  it  J  but  it  was  fhut.  The  builder's  art,  in  ereding  the  roof  with-, 
out  fupports,  has  been  much  praifed.  In  the  time  of  the  latq  Land- 
grave, who  was  of  a  chilly  habit,  this  houfe  was  warmed  by  fixteen 
ftoves;  which  were  moft  of  them  near  the  centre.  The  foldiers. 
Handing  round  them,  have  frequently  fallen  down  in  a  fwoon^  The 
prefent  Landgrave  has  had  them  removed. 
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.  On  the  Sthy  we  pailed  the  celebrated  Bergftraffe*;  that  extends 
^ronv  Darmftadt  to  Heidelberg;  which  is  one  of  the  moft  pleafant  and 
remarkable  roads'  in  Germany.  It  is  feven  miles  long  j  and  we  thought 
it  progreffively  beaut;ifaJ,  as  we  approached  Heidelberg.  To  our  left 
lay  the  lofty  uninterrupted  chain  of  mountains.  Oppofite  to  thefe,  the 
Melibokus  rears  its  head ;  on  the  top  of  which  the  lace  Landgrave 
built  a  white  watch-towen  We  had  fcea  this  tower,  fome  miles 
Wore,  we  came  to  Mentz;  It  may  be  feea  from  Pirmacenz,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Lorrain ;  where  this  Prince  often  refidea. 

The  ruins  of  old  cafttes,  built  in  the  feudal  ages,  are  feen  on  the 
other  mountains  ;  and  the  moft  lofty  of  them  are  adorned  with  fbrefts^ 
And  irineyards,  to  the  very  top.  Between  the  mountains  lie  plains  of 
various  extent:  the  produ&ions  of  which  maiouin  -many  towns,  aBd 
Tillages  ;  built  at  the  feet,  or  on  the  fides,  of  the  hills. 

The  valleys  on  the  right  fide  are  equally  fertile;  and  the  profpeft  bi 
at  one  time  broken  by  diftant  blue  hills,  with  bold  and  projeding  fbrefts^ 
and  at  others  diverfified  by  plains,  that  fttetfeh  thettifdv^  ottt  to  a  vaft 
tcztent.  The£e  pbdns,  itbe  thofe  at  the  £jcA  of  the  thaia  of  raountains, 
have  mraierous  large  wahiut,  apple,  pear,  and  plum  orchards :  the 
height  aad  beauty  of  which  are  by  no  means  equalled  in  the  gardens 
of  the  north  of  Germany*  The  che&ut  and  the  almond  are  ieldomr 
ieea  hene  :  but  the  apricot  grows  to  a  great  heighbi.  In  this  mild  cli*4 
tqaite,  tod  under  the  friendly  fl^ade  of  foliage  thuQ  diverfified,  the  ferti- 
lity is  great  and  various.  We  did  not  fee  the  country  in  all  its  beauty; 
lor  the  harveft  was  over^  and  the  fields  tvere  ploughed  to  receive  the 
next  year  «  feed. 

Befide^the  common,  kinds  of  grain,  the  farmers  Ifiere  cukiyate'  ipelt^ 
andr^i^M^l }  <^^  <^^  which  is  a  good  kind  of  ryt^  the  other  a  variet^^ 
Vf  ^heat.     Between  the  rows  of  vine  plants^  a^^agus,  lettuce,  and 

♦  A  noble  chain  of  fnountaiiis^  fo  called.    T» 
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other  vegetables  are  reared.  Every  kind  of  vegetable  grows  in  com- 
mon here  with  various  grains;  with  trefoil,  lucerne,  hemp,  poppy, 
tobacco,  plantations  of  mulberry  trees,  and  maife,  which  we  call  Turkifh 
but  which  the. Palatines  call  Italian  wheaL  The  poor  ufe  this  inftead 
of  oats :  though  its  chief  confumption  is  to  feed  the  pigs  and  the 
poultry.  The  ears  of  millet,  that  fall  uninjured  to  the  ground,  arc 
given  to  the  horned  cattle ;  which  are  generally  ftall  fed  :  though  ftall 
feeding  is  not  fo  univerfal  but  that  large  droves  of  them  are  feea^  io  aa 
evening,  with  herdfmen  driving  them  home. 

The  fmalleft  furrows  in  the  fields,  and  the  grafs  found  in  the  lanes, 
as  in  Saxony,  afford  them  pafture.  The  rofy  laffes  come  in  the  evening, 
with  their  fickles,  and  cut  this  grafs :  for  the  ufe  of  the  fickle  is  com- 
mon. I  have  feen  oats,  the  ftalk  of  which  was  not  ftronger  than  ours, 
cut  with  difficulty :  though  it  tnight  have  been  mowed  with  much 
greater  eafe,  in  much  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  lofs. 

The  wine  of  thcfe  parts  is  called  Bergftrafsler  *.  It  is  cooling  j  and 
refembles  the  fmall  kind  of  Rhenifh,  or  the  bed  wine  of  Saxony. 

The  heat  was  very  great  j  and  we  put  up  at  an  inn,  between  Weinheim 
and  Heidelberg.*  It  was  a  holiday,  and  the  people  were  dancing.  The 
feftivity  of  the  fcene,  and  the  mufic  of  a  fait  box  and  a  village  fiddler^ 
enraptured  our  poftillion  as  much  as  if  Oberon  had  been  founding  his 
horn.  Hot  as  he  wa&,  from  the  fides  of  his  dripping  horfe,  he  chofe 
his  girl,  and,  in  a  circular  dance,  fwung  her  round  with  might  and 
main. 

I  have  feldom  enjoyed  a  glafs  of  country  wine,  and  a  flice  from^  a 
holiday  loaf,  fo  heartily  as  I  did  among  thefe  cheerful  happy  people. 

Heidelberg  lies  behind  a  hill,  round  which  we  travelled,  and  on  a 
fudden  had  a  view  of  the  beautiful  Neckar,  with  the  town  built  on  its 
banks.     Beyond,  mountains  are  feen  :  Heidelberg  being  fituated  ma 
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fmall  ^aHey,  ^n<^  P^^  o^^^  ^^'^1^  ^>^  ^^^  declivity  of  it  hill,  with  the  old 
caftlemuch'abovi  it  j  though  far  from  the  top. 

I  recolleded  the  beautiful  profped  from  the  caftle,  which  I  had  feea 
fixteen  years 'fego;  with  gr*atpieafuj?e.  Wc  climbed  the  hill,  in  defpite 
of  the  heat ;  and  vifited  the  grand  and  beautiful  ruins. 

The  old  Counts  Palatine  and  EleiAors  cut  in  ftone,  after  the  ancient 
German  'manner,  arb' placed  in  deep  niches  between  the  windows. 
The  ftatue  of  a  female,  with  two  young  children  in  her  arm^,  repro- 
fenting  chriftian  love,  and  executed  in  a  much  fuperior  ftyle,  is  placed  in 
a  niche  on  the  principal  fa9ade.  The  countenance  of  the  woman  is 
highly-chara£terized  by  dignity  and  beauty. 

A  deep  moat,  planted  with  trees,  furrounds  the  caftle.  A  large  part 
^f  one  of  the  vail  round  towers  is  fallen ;  and  lies  in  pidurefque  ruins 
on  the  fide  of  the  moat 

There  is  a  garden  on  the  caftle  hill,  through  which  various  trees,  in 
wild  yet  pleafing  neglec):,  are  fcattered ;  among  others  a  large  Scvtth- 
baum  *-• 

-  There  is  a  terrace  in  the  garden,  built  on  the  fteepeft  part  of  the  hill, 
from  which  is  one  of  the  moft  captivating  views  in  all  Germany.  Here, 
fltirtcd  by  the  foreft  clpthed  hills,  we  fee  the  Neckar  wind,  bathing  the 
%6wtL,  lofing.itfelf  among  the  foliage  of  the  plains,  again  appearing,  and 
again  concealed.  On  thefe  plains,  we  here  and  there  difcovered  Jofty 
trees  ;  laad  here  and  there  majeftic  woods,  and  diftant  mounuins,  min* 
gling  with  the  horizon,  and  concealing  the  fun ;  which,  while  we  wer< 
there,  was  fetting  among  the  clouds.  We  loft  the  pleafure  of  feeing  it 
defcend  ;  but  not  that  of  contemplating  the  glowing  welkin.  Stream^ 
ing  through  the  dark mafs,  the  rays  fell  on  the  diftant  hills^  gilding 
them  with  their  golden  tints  ;  while  thefe  were  admirably  relieved  and 
heightened,  by  the  deep  blue  bf  ftill  more  diftant  mountains. 

We  remained  on  the  terrace^  hoping  that  the  fun  might  again  be 

♦  Junipcrus  Sabina. 

*i  *       •  .  *     '  ^ 

•:■::,  Ea  feen. 
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fe«n,r.berween  the  hills  ;  but  twilight  Approached^  thunder  wat  heard 
afar  off,  the  lightning  played -upon  thfeoppofrteJteights^  aad  theigatheD- 
fingdouds  begaa  to  obfcure  the  heavehs.  i  •  i  ■  * 

We  lingered  fcere  fo  long  that  wc  .were  too  late  to  fee  the  iamo^ 
tun  of  Heidelberg ;  concerning  which  my  little  Emeft  bas  £b.  often 
^ueftioned  me*  The  people  who  ufually  fhew  it  were  gone  home. 
.  ..We  fdw  a  ftone  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  with  the  child  Jefus  in 
her  arms.  On;  one  fide  was  a  tndyjcathoKc  Latin  infcription :  on  the 
•Qther  we  difcorered  a  nd  lefs  remaffkahle  German,  diftich  *. 

Noch  ftein,  4ioch  bild,  nocb  faulen  hitr^ 
Das  kind  und  mutter  ebren  wir  *» 

We  continued  our  journey  on  the  following  morning  through 
Bruchlal,  and  Durlach  j  and  arrived  here  in  the  afternoon.  The  ap-- 
pellation  Bergftraffe  f  very  properly  ceafes  at  Heidelberg ;  where  the 
uninterrupted  chain  of  mountains  ends ;  yet  this  road  is  chara£i;erized 
by  the  fame  features.  Smaller  heights,  moft  of  them  planted  with 
.vineyards,  lie  to  the  left.  Both  fides  are  remarkably  fruitful  Oft  the 
jright,  the  valley  often  expands ;  and  is  fometimes  interfperfed,  and  at 
•others  appears  wholly  covered^  with  forefts  of  the  oak  and  the  beedu 
Beyond  thefe  forefts,  the  diflant  mountains  of  Lorrain  ace  occafionaJly 
feen* 

Bruchfal  is  a  well  built  town.  The  Bilhop  of  Spires  refides  here^  in 
a  beautiful  palace.     There  is  a  large  fait  work  at  this  place* 

About  a  league  from  Durlach,  a  fmall  brook,  rufiiing  from  the  top 
of  a  hill^  divides  the  circle  of  the  Rhine  from  the  circle  of  Swabia« 

The  manners  and  the  countenances  of  the  people  of  Swabia  are 
liere  alike  difiin£t. 
About  a  league  of  the  road,  between  Durlach  and  Karlfruh,  ia  decorated 

*  Neither  (tone>  nor  image,  nor  ptltarS)  but 
the  child  and  the  mother  we  honour* 

f  Street,  or  chain  of  mottntains» 

with 
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with  a  charming  row  of  Lombard^  poplars.  We  found  thcfe  rare  trees 
beginning  to  be  frequent  at  Diifleldorf ;  and  the  farther  we  proceeded, 
fouthward,  the  better  they  became. 


LETTER    VIL 


Karlfruh,  xjth  Augufl  17J1. 

JL  HE  very  day  we  came  here,  we  hurried  to  the  IrouJfe  of 
Schloffer.    .About  fixteen  years  ago,  when  he  was  High  Bailiff  in  Env 
medingen,  which  belongs  to  Baden,  I  faw  him  for  a  fhorttime,     Thc^ 
benevolence  of  his  writings  had  long  excited  an  ardent  wifli  in  me  to 
meet  him  once  again.     The  more  original  the  more  animated  a  man's, 
works  are,  the  more  clear  and  the  more  profound  are  his  thoughts ; 
and  the  more  ftrong  and  flowing  his  fenfations,  the  more  certain  we 
may  be  that  the  man  is  more  excellent  than  his  writings,  Whoever  is  of 
a  fecondary  order,  either  in  poetry  or  philofophy,  exhaufts  himfelf  on 
paper.     The  works  of  a  compiler  are  always  fuperior  to  their  authpr ; 
with  whom  I  have  no  wifh  to  be  acquunted,  even  though  he  fhould; 
colled  fomething  valuable  for  my  amufement.    We  cagnot  long  (land 
to  admire  an  artificial  fountain,  where  the  water  iflbes  through  the 
mouths   and  breafts  of  dolphins  and  mermaids ;  though  w^  repofe 
with  delight  at  the  bubbling  fource,  and  under  the  cool  ihade  of  the 
dripping  rocks  where  the  ftream  ftfft  takes  ks  rife«     Oh  Klopftock ! ; 
Thou  mighty  river  of  our  age  and  country,'  how  often  have  I  been 
ftrengthenedy  refrefhed,  and  inlpired  with  new  life,  by  thy  ftream : 
which,  flowing,  full,  and  exhauftlefs,  diireds  its  bold  courfe  to  the  ocean, 
of  immortality  i 

.   YoiL  will  cafily  imagiftc  the  joy  I  hxat  Mt^  afr  meeting  both  Se))lo0er, 

and 
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and  the  poet  Jacobi ;  with  whom  I  have  earneftly  longed  to  be  ac- 
quainted for  thefe  twenty  years.  Schloffer  is  profeflbr  at  Freiburg,  iq 
Brifgau  ;  and  comes  here  during  the  vacation.  Alike  as  thefe  men 
are,  in  their  ardent  love  of  the  true  and  the  beautiful,  yet  in  their  pur- 
fuits  they  are  very  different.  The  liberal  difpaflionate  philofopher, 
who  with  the  torch  of  truth  expels  the  darknefs  of  the  fophift ;  who 
finds  him  in  his  moft  hidden  receffes,  drags  him  to  light,  and  with 
attic  irony  expofes  his  abfurdities ;  the  undaunted  man,  who  dares 
perform  the  duties  of  a  citizen,  and  cut  the  gordian  knot  which  the 
added  ignorance  of  ages  has  rendered  all  but  impenetrable ;  this  man 
and  the  feeling  the  tender  poet,  who,  from  early  youth^  has  wooed 
the  mufe,  free,  friendly,  and  fportive,  in  her  infpirations,  can  neither 
of  them  be  known  without  creating  the  moft  lively  and  the  moft  ar- 
dent emotions  of  fympathy,  of  reverence,  and  of  love.  It  ta  a  genersit 
and  a  facred  law  of  nature,  which  binds  the  ftrong  to  the  weak ; 
the  daring  to  the  lovely.  Is  it  not  this  law  to  which  the  human  race 
is  indebted  for  its  focial  ties,  and  beft  enjoyments  ?  I  confider  the 
friendship  of  men  like  thefe  as  the  moft  blooming  of  the  flowers  with 
which  the'haiid  eif  God,  and  not  fcantily,has  interwoven  the  garland  of 
life. 

The  'Margrave  is  abfent,  on  a  vifit  to  the  uplands  of  his  principality. 
He  is  univerfally  rafikcd  among  the  beft  of  the  princeg  of  Germany. 

'  Counfellor  Bockmann  has  very  kindly  (hewn  us  his  inftruments,  for 
^  the  promoting  ^f  mechanical  and    experimental  difcoveries;  and  ex- 
plained their  ufes.     He  poffefles  a  large  aftronomical  clock,  conftruded 
by  the  reverend  paftor  Hahn;  which  not  only  contains  the  common 
divifions  of  time,  biit  has  likewife  divifions  of  ten,  of  a  Hundred,  and 
df  a  thoufand  years.     The  fpedator  contemplates  with  pleafure  the 
contrafted  quick  motion  of  the  fecond  hand,  and  the  thoufand  year 
hand ;  which  turns  on  a  fmall  dial  plate,  not  larger  than  that  of  a  Pari*^ 
'iian  watch.     The  progrefs  of  the  latter  in  fifty  years  is: very  fmall ;  lb 
1  that ^ its  motioo  is  imperceptible.  -The  ten,^lmadzj^4>  and  tfaoniand, 
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year  hands  are  not  a  mere  difplay  of  the  art  of  the  maker:  they  are  of 
great  ufe ;  for,  on  the  large  dial  plate,  which  contains  all  the  leffcr,  the 
globes  are  defcribed,  and  theprogrefs  of  the  ftars  denoted:  fo  that  the 
hands,  by  their  combining  motions,  difplay  the.variations,  pofitions, 
at}d  appearances,  of  the  earth  and  the  heavenly  bodies. 

We  faw  a  watch  made  by  Mr.  Auch,  of  Stutgard ;  a  fcholar  of  the 
miniftcr,  Hahn.  He  is  only  (ix-and-twenty ;  yet,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome,  he  already  furpaiTes  his  mafter.  This  watch  contains  the  divi- 
(ions  of  time,  from  a  fecond  to  a  century.  On  the  oppodte  fide,  on  a 
clouded  azure  ground,  is  feen  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  with 
its  nodes  and  eclipfes.  The  artift  means  to  improve  this  watch,  and 
defcribe  the  courfe  of  Venus ;  as  a  morning  and  an  evening  ftan  The 
price  of  the  watch  is  only  three  hundred  rix  dollars;  which  is  but  about 
half  the  fum  paid  for  an  Englifh  time-keeper;  and  which  does  not  de- 
fcribe the  courfe  of  the  heavenly  bodies. 

This  artift  has  likewife  conftrufted  an  arithmetical  machine,  that 
works  the  moft  difficult  queftions,  with  incredible  expedition,  by  the  aid 
of  a  comprehenfive  table:  in  about  five  hours  he  worked  all  the  fums 
from  eleven  times  eleven  to  one  hundred  and  fixteen  times  a  hundred 
and  fixteen;  while  an  expeditious  vmter  could  fcarcely  copy  the  pro- 
duCts  faft  enough  *. 

**  Mr.  Auch  is  now  (1790)  five-and-twcnty  years  old ;  and  is  the  foa 
*•  of  a  peafant  of  Wiirtemberg.  When  a  child,  about  the  age  of  four 
^  or  five,  he  often  rofe  with  the  fun ;  and  diligently  employed  hinifelf 
^  in  mechanical  purfuits.  He  condu&ed  water  through  tubes  of  elder; 
^  dug  wells ;  made  conduits  of  quills ;  and,  about  his  fixth  year,  made 
^  a  pendulum  clock,  from  fhingles,  with  a  kind  of  Englifh  cogs ;  whicb 
^  would  go  tolerably  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.     In  his.  tenth  year,  he 

*  The  above  pardculats,  and  what  fottows^  of  his  life,  are  to  be  found  in.an  eflay  by.  Pro- 
feflor  Bockmann,  inCerted  in  the  firft  part  of  die  fecond  volnmc  of  die  Journal  der  Pb^i,. 
publifhed  by  Dr.  Gien  profeflbr  at  Halle  1790. 
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"  wifhed  his  fchool-mafter  to  teach  him  arithmetic :  in  which  requeft 
**  he  was  not  indulged.  At  eleven,  he  was  permitted  to  ftand  in  a 
"  comer,  while  the  teacher  heard  the  other  fcholars  their  leffons ;  all 
"  of  whom  he  foon  excelled,  and  was  often  cited,  by  the  mafter,  as 
**  an  example ;  and  as  capable  of  working  fums  too  difficult  for  the 
"  other  pupils.  His  father  wiftied  to  bind  him  apprentice  to  a  barber; 
*•  but  for  this  the  boy  had  no  inclination. 

"  At  laft,  he  was  brought  acquainted,  by  his  own  paftor,  with  the 
"  Reverend  Mr.  Hahn  j  at  Kornweftheim,  near  Ludwigfburg ;  who 
"  found  in  him  a  fcholar  as  apt  to  learn  as  he  was  thankful  for  inftruc^ 
^'  tion.  He  afterwards  quitted  his  teacher,  and  refided  at  Vaifmgen  j  a 
^  Imall  town  in  the  province  of  Wiirtemberg ;  where  he  married,  and 
**  lived  highly  refpeded  for  his  talents  and  his  morals.  He  employed 
"  his  leifure  hours  in  reading  j  much  to  the  improvement  of  his  heart, 
"  and  underftanding.  Agronomical  knowledge  was  that  which  he 
"  moft  eagerly  endeavoured  to  acquire.  He  conftruded  a  meridian 
"  line  for  himfelf,  with  other  neceiTary  aftronomical  inftruments ;  and 
^  began^  with  great  ardour,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bo- 
^^  dies :  proceeding  to  draw  ingenious  plans,  to  iimplify  aftronomical 
^  watches,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  uaiverfe.** 

I  have  the  lefs  difficulty  in  fending  you  thefc  anecdotes  of  a  living 
artift,  becaufc  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  this  young  man,  who  has 
already  difplayed  fo  much  genius,  will  hereafter  make  very  valuable 
difcoveries. 

Mn  Bockmann  (hewed  us,  among  other  valuable  inftruments,  a  Wedge-? 
wood  Pyrometer.  It  confifts  of  two  ftraight  pieces  of  brafe,  fixed  nearly 
parallel  to  each  other  upon  a  flat  fcale  of  the  fame  metal.  There  is  a 
fysicc  fa^weca  thefe  brafs  pieces  about  one  Englifh  line  wider  at  one 
end  than  at  the  other  j  and,  the  whole  length  being  divided  into  one 
hundred  and  twenty  parts,  the  inftrument  becomes  a  gage  for  meafur- 
ing  fo  the  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  a  line:  the  line  being  the 
twelfth  part  of  an  inch*     la  the  ufc  of  the  Pyrometer,  a  cylinder  of 
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porcelain  clay  is  expofed,  together  with  the  fubjeft  of  experiment,  to 
the  fame  heat  of  a  furnace;  and  the  gage,  by  admeafurement  of  the 
greater  or  lefs  contraction  produced  in  the  cylinder,  fliews  the  degree 
of  temperature  with  great  exadinefs,  to  the  utmoft  power  of  a  melting 
furnace.  Thefe  cylinders  have  accordingly  been  applied  to  the  prac- 
tical meafurement  of  the  heat  of  furnaces  for  glafs  making,  or  the  fufion 
of  metals :  a  difcovery  the  utility  of  which  is  as  great  as  it  is  felf- 
evident. 

We  vifited  Mr.  Kolreuter,  the  famous  Botanift ;  who,  by  artificial 
vegetation,  has  fucceeded  in  producing  new  fpecies  of  plants.  His 
mode  is  neither  that  of  fowing  feed  nor  of  tranfplanting :  but  by  plant- 
ing of  fhoots.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  growth  of  this  new  kind  of 
vegetation  'fliould  be  greater  than  that  which  we  have  fuppofed  to  be  the 
natural  growth :  perhaps  it  is  becaufe  that,  by  this  method,  the  expence 
of  fap  is  leflened.  By  repeated  experiments,  he  has  no  lefs  fuccefsfully 
reduced  thefe  varieties  to  their  original  form,  and  genus.  He  has  again 
conduced  them  through  their  different  gradations,  and  again  and  again 
fully  reftorcd  them  to  all  their  original  powers,  and  properties :  bringing 
back  fome  of  them  to  the  male  kind,  and  others  to  the  female. 

Tirefias  was  ftruck  blind,  when  he  daringly  endeavoured  to  unfold 
the  fecrets  of  Venus.  May  we  not  expeft  that  another  Nemefis  fhall 
purfue  the  man  who,  with  wonderful  wifdom  and  paffionate  ardour, 
has  drawn  afidethe  veil  of  Nature? 

This  bold  and  difcreet  obferver,  who  watched  the  Bees  at  their  em- 
ployment, and  who,  by  placing  glafs  tubes  in  the  Jimbrofial  cups  of 
flowers,  robbed  them  of  their  fweets  and  brought  forth  honey,  this  re- 
markable man  has  not  a  foot  of  land,  that  he  can  call  his  own.  Not 
one  of  th^  great  men  of  Germany  has  conferred  on  himfelf  the 
honour,  or  the  delight,  of  bellowing  a  garden  on  this  fage  :  whofe  fci- 
ence  is  as  pleafant  as  k  is  abundantly  beneficial. 

The  palace  garden  at  this  place  is  large,  agreeable,  and  rich  in 
exotics;  fome  of  which  would  in  vain  be  fought  for  in  the  Linnaeart 

Vol.  I.  F  *  fyftem: 
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fyftem :   and  thefe  are  pointed  out,  by  afterifms,  in  a  printed  cata- 
logue. 

Karlfruh  is  regularly  built.  The  town  contains  about  a  third  part 
of  a  large  circle ;  the  centre  of  which  is  the  palace.  The  ftreets  are 
at  equal  diftances;  and  terminate  in  the  right  line  walks  that  lead  to  the 
garden,  and  the  wood  j  forming,  with  thefe  walks,  the  half  of  a  drcle  ; 
and  having  the  appearance  of  a  fpider's  web. 


LETTER  VIII. 


Ulm^  Auguft  19th  1791. 

W  E  left  Karlfruh  on  the  i6th.  Our  road  led  us  back  to 
Durlach ;  and  afterward,  through  delightful  meadows,  to  Pforzheim. 
The  people  were  bufy  about  their  fecond  hay  harveft.  In  thefe  fruitful 
parts,  the  grafs  is  three  times  mowed  each  feafon.  Their  paftures  muft 
not  only  be  very  fruitful,  but  the  hay  very  excellent;  for  its  odour  waa 
much  flronger  than  that  of  the  north  of  Germany.  It  reminded  me 
of  the  hay  harveft  in  Switzerland. 

Pforzheim  lies  on  the  Ens,  in  a  very  pleafant  valley.  In  the  terri- 
tory of  Baden,  the  fertility  of  the  earth  and  the  induftry  of  the  inhabit- 
ants feem  to  vie  with  each  other. 

Wiirtemberg  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fo  fruitftil  by  far,  though 

equally  well  cultivated :  neither  are  the  roads  there  fo  charming,  as  in 

Baden.     We  pafTed  the  caftle  of  Hohenafperg ;  in  which  the  Duke  haa 

kept  poor  Schubart  imprifoned  for  thefe  ten  years,  no  man  knows  why  t 

although  he  was  enticed  to  quit  Ulm,  in  which  free  imperial  city  he 

was  fettled;,  and  although  he  was  born,  a  Burgher  of  the  imperial  city 

Aalen. 
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We  vifited  the  military  academy  in  Stutgard.  The  Emperor  Jofeph 
the  Second  invefted  it  with  the  privileges  of  a  univerfity.  In  the  upper 
clafs,  the  fciences  that  appertain  to  the  four  faculties  are  taught.  The 
number  of  tutors  is  a  hundred  and  forty-three.  Inftrudioii  is  amply 
communicated ;  and  few  feminaries  equal  this,  either  in  fcholaftic  or 
military  fcience. 

Whether  a  dignified  fpirit  infpires  the  whole  ?  Whether  true  huma- 
nity finds  its  way  into  the  halls,  and  chambers  of  the  ftudents  ?  And 
whether  a  military  education  be  promoted  in  the  beft  manner  ?  are 
queftions  which  all  who  vifit  this  univerfity  muft  aft:.  The  cuftom  of 
giving  each  ftudent  a  cartel  of  the  faults  he  has  committed,  which  he  is 
to  fhew  the  Duke  when  he  vifits  the  academy,  who  dictates  whatever 
punifhment  he  thinks  proper,  appears  to  me  to  be  very  pernicious* 
And  the  more  fo  as  the  youth  keeps  this  memorandum  for  weeks  ;  till 
the  fum  of  his  offences  brings  upon  him  a  fevere  punifliment.  May 
not  this  tend  to  embitter  his  temper  ?  Or  make  him  cowardly ;  perhaps 
melancholy;  perhaps  fhamelefs? 

We  faw  two  hundred  and  feventy-five  boys  and  youths  eat  in  a  fpa- 
cious  hall.  Why  is  there  a  feparation  made,  at  the  table,  between  the 
fon  of  the  citizen  and  of  the  noble  ?  It  is  not  wife  to  oblige  youth  to 
remark  the  inequality  of  rank,  before  they  have  learned  to  diftinguifli 
the  harmony  which  this  inequality  produces.  By  thefe  means,  youth 
eafily  adopt  the  pernicious  opinion  that,  being  better  born  than  others, 
they  are  better  men. 

Four  young  princes  eat  at  a  feparate  table.  Eight  fcholars,  in  reward 
of  their  good  conduft  and  afliduity,  eat  and  fit  without  diftindlion  of 
rank  at  another  table.  Does  not  this  regulation  itfelf  likewife  tend  to 
nourifh  the  pride  of  birth  ?  Is  not  that  averfion  which  the  citizen  is  fo 
apt  to  conceive  againft  the  noble,  and  which  is  no  lefs  injurious  than 
the  arrogance  of  high  birth  itfelf,  thus  increafed  ?  The  marks  of  dif- 
tindlion  too,  called  orders,  which  thefe  eight  youths  wear  ?     Woe  to 
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that  education  which  excites  a  defire  of  that  which  true  pbilofophy, 
and  dignity,  teach  us  to  defpife ! 

Day  fcholars  included,  the  number  of  ftudents  is  about  five  hundred. 
Nearly  three  hundred  board  in  the  houfe ;  and  almoft  one  half  of  them* 
at  the  Duke's  expence.  The  pay  for  the  others  is  fmall :  two  hundred 
florins  for  boys  of  eight  years  old ;  five  hundred  for  thofe  of  fifteen  and 
upward ;  and  the  intervening  ages  in  proportion. 

They  are  well  maintained,  well  fed,  and  well  clothed.  Their  uni- 
form is  blue,  with  black  trimmings.  They  are  daily  obliged  to  bathe 
in  the  garden,  which  is  large  and  fhady,  in  fummer ;  and,  in  winter, 
in  a  capacious  houfe  bath.  Each  fcholar  has  a  fmall  plat  of  ground 
to  himfelf.  The  coUedion  in  natural  hiftory  is  a  good  one;  and,  if 
the  ftudents  defire  it,  they  have  able  matters  to  inftru<a  them  not  only 
in  the  fciences  but  in  the  arts :  and  feveral  good  painters  and  engravers 
have  been  educated  here. 

We  vifited  the  Solitude ;  a  country  feat  built  by  the  Duke.  The  way 
is  pleafant:  it  lies  up  a  fteep  hill,  leaving  the  town  below  in  the  valley, 
furrounded  by  vineyards,  and  orchards  j  and  then  leads  through  a  beau- 
tiful foreft,  where  the  tame  but  proud  ftag  is  feen  grazing. 

The  palace  and  the  garden  are  fituated  in  a  place  which  was  formerly 
a wildernefs.  Travellers  are  not  admitted  into  the  palace;  though,  as 
they  pafs,  the  glafs  doors  of  the  ground  floor  are  open.  An  old-  tapefl:ry, 
about  an  ell  broad,  is  thrown  over  crofs  laths,  within  the  door,  to' pre- 
vent entrance;  and  the  traveller  is  left  with  that  curiofity  excited  which 
the  guide  refufes  to  gratify.  You  may  well  fuppofe  we  proceeded  no 
farther  than  the  firft  door. 

There  is  a  large  terrace  in  the  front  of  the  palace  ;  from  which  the 
view  is  extenfive.  Some  fay  that  fixty-eight,  others  that  eighty-two, 
towns  and  villages  may  be  feen  from  it,  through  a  telefcope.  This 
profpeft  is  dieficient  in  water. 

The  garden  iis  very  large ;  but,  in  the  laying  of  it  out,  art  rather  than 
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good  tafte  has  been  confulted.  The  trees  have  been  left  to  their  own 
growth :  the  (hrubs  are  cut  in  ftraight  walks  in  all  directions ;  and  are 
overgrown  by  high  hedges,  as  if  it  were  to  conceal  their  miferable 
condition. 

The  orangery  confifts  of  about  fifteen  hundred  trees,  moft  of  them, 
very  large.  Without  doubt,  were  they  planted  in  a  valley,  with  a  fouth- 
ern  afpedt,  they  would  be  more  beautiful.  The  genius  of  eonftraint  is» 
every  where  perceptible.  Their  branches  are  forced  and  bound  in  all 
directions :  fo  that  the  appearance  of  each  tree  is  that  of  a  round  bally 
on  the  top  of  a  high  pole 

We  were  fhewn,  with  great  triumph,  a  large  pine  tree;  round  which 
netting  was  thrown,  to  a  confiderable  height,  as  a  cage  for  the  birds. 
They  might  have  procured  themfelves  this  pleafure  with  an  aviary 
formed  of  lefs  trees :  but  this  pine  muft  be  brought  hither,  at  great  ex- 
pence;  the  earth  entirely  round  its  root,  and  drawn  in  a  waggon  by 
eighteen  pair  of  oxen;  which  waggon,  when  the  tree  was  tranfplanted, 
was  buried  under  the  root.  I  own  I  fhould  have  left  this  place  in  a' 
very  ill  humour,  had  not  I  perceived,.behind  a  high  clipped  hedge,  fome 
lofty  oaks ;  to  which  we  repaired* 

This  place  is  called  the  Five  Oaks :  but  of  one  there  are  now  no  re- 
mains} and  of  another  little  more  than  the  root;  Such  monuments  of 
antiquity  deferve  to  have  their  legends;  and  there  is  fomething  unufual 
in  the  hiftory  of  this  latter  tree.. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  year  1755,.  when  the  earthquake  happened 
at  Lifbon,  the  ftorm  that  accompanied  it,  which  was  felt  over  all  Eu:- 
rope^blew  one  of  the  oaks  down ;  though  its  roots  were  entangled  witk 
the  others.  The  three  that  remain  are  the  fineft  trees  L  ever  faw  : 
two  of  them  bear  deep  and  honourable  marks  of  the  lightning  on  their 
bark;  though  it  did  them  no  farther  harm.  AH  the  ibrce  are  flourifh- 
ijig;  and  may  well  have  defied  a  thoufand  autumni;!  Horms.  At  the 
time  when  the  garden  was  laid  out,  a  fcafFcld  for  d^indng  v^^as  built 
from  the  topmoft  arms  of  thefe  trees..  But  this  is  failing  to  de- 
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cay.     How  quickly  have  thefe  giants  of  the  foreft,  which  ftorms  and 
tcmpefts  tould  not  conquer,  overcome  this  petty  mockery  ! 

For  fome  years,  this  place  has  been  negleded.  The  Duke's  attention 
was  foon  drawn  from  it,  by  his  new  plans  for  Hohenheim.  However, 
it  has  coll  large  fums ;  and  will  cbft  ftill  more.  Hohenheim  is  not 
fhewn  to  ftrangers :  at  lead  not  when,  as  at  prefent,  the  Duke  is  abfent. 
Neither  foreigners  nor  natives  muft  fee  it,  without  a  fpecial  permiffion. 

We  left  Stutgard  early  j  and  in  the  evening  reached  Ulm.  The  roads 
of  Wiirtcmberg  are  excellent.  This  day's  journey  was  very  pleafant* 
We  travelled  all  morning  befide  the  Neckar;  through  diftri£ts  as  fertile 
as  they  were  delightful. 

The  fmall  imperial  town  of  Efslingen  lies  on  this  river ;  which  wa-f 
ters  a  beautiful  valley  that  abounds  in  green  paftures,  tall  fruit  trees, 
and  fruitful  fields.  The  Neckar  wine  of  thefe  parts  is  very  good. 
Woody  hills  furround  the  vale  j  and,  at  a  diftance,  the  fummits  of  that 
chain  of  mountains  which  is  called  Rauhe  Alp,*  and  which  is  a  part  of 
the  Swabian  Alps,  are  feen.  We  afterward  faw  thefe  hills  approaching 
to  the  right ;  and  other  feparate  mountains  on  the  left :  while  the  light 
played  on  the  churches,  and  the  ruins,  which  we  perceived  on  the 
latter. 

Among  thefe  hills,  Hohenftaufen  rifes,  in  circular  beauty,  to  the  eye: 
reminding  the  German  patriot  of  its  noble  antiquity.  This  was  the 
cradle  of  our  Kings  and  Emperors,  from  the  Swabian  line :  a  line 
equally  renowned  in  hiflory  for  its  genius,  its  courage,  and  its  misfor- 
tunes. Near  Gifslingen,  we  travelled  two  leagues  over  thefe  hills ; 
which  we  long  faw  behind  us :  but,  our  road  lying  through  a  deep  rocky 
valley,  we  loft  fight  of  them. 

From  this  valley,  the  road  conftantly  afcends ;  till  we  arrive  at  Ulm. 
How  much  higher  muft  the  fource  of  the  Danube  be  than  that  of  the 
Rhine !  How  many  provinces  muft  it  water,  before  it  arrives  at  the  fea ! 

♦  The  rugged  Alp».    T. 
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When  we  were  a  few  leagues  from  Ulcn,  we  perceived  the  Glaciers> 
of  Switzerland ;  which  can  frequently  be  feen  to  the  diftance  of  forty 
leagues:  but  the  Iky  in  that  dh-eftion  was  cloudy. 

We  fpent  a  day  at  Ulm,  in  company  with  my  friend  Miller  j  with 
whom  I  had  lived  a  year  at  Gottingen,  and  whom  fixteen  years  ago  I 
had  vifited  here  with  my  brother.  After  ages  will  admire  and  love  the 
noble  fimplicity  of  his  poems;  and,  in  them,  the  excellent  heart  of 
the  poet.  My  grandchildren  fhall  tell  their  playfellows  they  were 
written  by  the  man  I  had  the  happinefs  to  call  my  friend.  He  ihewed 
us  the  Danube,  with  its  fertile  and  lofty  fhores,  from  the  ramparts. 

From  this  place,  eighteen  years  ago,  I  turned  a  wiftful  look  to  the 
funny  glaciers  of  Switzerland ;  which  I  had  juft  left.  I  now  once  more 
faw  them  from  the  ramparts ;  and  likewife  from  the  tower  of  the  cathe-i 
dral. 

This  cathedral,  as  well  for  its  fize  as  for  the  height  of  its  gothic 
towers,  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  Germany.  From  thefe  towers  the  courfe 
of  the  Danube  may  be  traced,  to  a  great  diftance.  This  river,  though 
fo  far  from  the  ocean,  has  a  chara£ter  of  greatnefs  y  which  (hews  it  tOi 
be  the  firft  river  in  Europe^  - 


LETTER    IX- 


Wi 


Lindaui  on  the  Lake  6f  Cdnftancej.  Augnft  2  ift  1791*. 

E  left  trim  early  yefferdayj  proceeding  at  firft  along; 
the  Danube,  till  we  faw  its  jundion  with  the  Iller;     During  the  whole 
day's  journey,  the  lofty  Pnlberg  was  in  view;:  and  we  paffed  through 
jparts  that  were  generally  fruitful,  but  not  remarkable  for  their  beauty.. 

5  Right 
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Right  before  the  imperial  town  of  Biderach,  a  lovely  valley  drew  our 
attention* 

Some  leagues  from  the  fmall  imperial  town  of  Ravenfburg,  we  yefter- 
day  evening  faw,  in  the  faint  and  dark  (hades  of  the  diftant  horizon, 
the  high  tops  of  the  mountains  of  Switzerland. 

We  early  left  the  vineyard  heights,  that  fur  round  the  beautiful  valley 
which  lies  to  the  right  of  Ravenfburg ;  and,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
lake  of  Conflance,  faw  the  hills  of  Bregenz :  beyond  which  lay  the  much 
higher  fummits  of  the  diftant  glaciers.  The  profpeft  aftonifhed  me. 
It  is  true  I  had  before  feen  the  higheft  mountains  of  Switzerland  ;  and 
yet  the  furprife  was  fo  great  that  I  feveral  times  doubted  whether  I  did 
not  miftake  clouds  for  mtountains.  How  deep  is  the  imprei&on  which 
thefe  fublime  beauties  of  nature  leave  behind  them  ! 

We  changed  horfes  at  Tetnang;  an  Auftrian  diftridl,  which  was 
worthily  for  fome  time  the  refidence  of  Angelica  Kaufmann.  This 
excellent  artift  is  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  in  the  foreft  of  Bregenz  ; 
which,  while  it  enjpys  great  freedom,  is  under  the  proteflion  of 
Auftria. 

Travelling  from  Tetnang  through  forefts  and  meadows,  the  profped 
iuddenly  became  more  extenfive.  We  beheld  the  lake  of  Conftance 
approaching,  and  faw  the  mountains  of  Bregenz,  and  likewife  thofe  of 
Tyrol,  Appenzel,  and  Claris,  crowned  with  eternal  fnow.  We  tra- 
velled amid  continual  vineyards  and  orchards :  perceiving  before  us, 
and  on  our  right,  a  profpeft  of  fertility  that  infpired  the  moft  heartfelt 
fatisfadion.  This  profpe£t  was  wonderfully  heightened  by  the  beams 
of  the  morning  fun ;  caft,  in  different  directions,  like  tranfparent  veils  ; 
of  which  no  perfon  can  form  any  idea  who  has  not  feen  the  large  lakes 
of  Switzerland,  with  their  furrounding  mountains.  The  clearnefs  of 
the  water,  on  which  the  fun  fhone,  the  fnowy  heights,  and  the  white 
welkin,  were  contrafted  with  the  midnight  Ihadows  of  the  deep  valley$ 
and  cliffs.  We  continually  approached  the  charming  lake  till  we  came 
to  the  long  beautiful  bridge,  which  is  thirce  hundred  and  fifty  paces  over, 
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and  which  unites  the  well  buih  fmall  imperial  town  of  Liildau  with 
Terra  firma. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  upon  the  lake  of  Conftance :  the  largeft  in 
Gerthany,  and  indubitably  ojjie  .of  thc^moft  beautiful  ia  Europe,  Our 
landlord  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  aBurgomafter  of  this  little  republic; 
from  the  windows  of  which  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  lake.  Hence 
we  perceived  the  rifing  fummits  of  the  mountains  of  Tyrol,  Appenzel, 
and  Claris ;  the  profpeft  extending  to  the  rocky  fortrefs  of  Hohent- 
wiel  in  Wiirtemberg. :  Xord  Bfdtimoi^e^  ^er  he  had  .travelled  over  a 
great  part  of  the  earth,  lived  fonw  months  in  this  houfe.  He  kept  a 
failing  boat ;  and  perhaps  found  here  more  of  the  fublime  and  beau-» 
tiful,  and  with  them  more,  true  enjoyment,  than  he  had  ever  before  met 
with  in  all  his  travels. 

In  the  dulk  of  the  evenirtg,  w«  Walked  u^^'t^  Iftidge  ;  delighted 
with  the  charming  habitation  of  our  friend,  and  with  our  own  fenfa- 
tions  ;  and  determined,  if  the  wipd  ihoi^ld  favour  us  on  the  morrow^ 
to  fail  to  Conftance.       ;  ' 

Vfe  (hall  remain  there  fome  days :  for,  as  1  lately  fehg,  in  the  beau* 
tcous  Tale  of  the  Neckar,  hear  Efsling^enr—i — 

'Where'er  my  pilgrim  feet  would  ttmj^ 

I  while  the  lingering  iioiif*9  IMI^i^ 

My  former  pleafir^  bucfc  I  htritfr      <     '  ^  , . ' 

On  Memory's  fiirift<andb6««tflers^wliif  9  !    /. 

She  builds  me  temples ;  where,  Mi  wd), 

The  frolic  Mute^tove  to  dwdt: 

(Rapacidttki  %kr)k>  Ae  fetus  ^(SSomt 

Tormented  hurry,  Ach^^afrMjuhdrcy     '       ... 

Enrapt  I  lie,  bound^iJy^tlittif  rftagic  <jpiB;  ^ 

'  £ jli  )j  >i  '>..  *  x  •  .>»  *  -.y.  tti.  .'..'    .; .. ,,..  \ 

Oh,  welcome  be  my  happy  doom  I 

The  flowers  of  youth  ftill  round  me  bloom ; 

VThile  the  maturing  mid-day  fun, 
^  ^  ^  ,  ^  Glowing  and  bright,  is  coming  on* 

•  -Vet?L  G  Witk 
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With  teeming  fruits  he  fpreacfo  mjr  board  : 

Let  me  enjoy  the  precious  hoard  ! 

Give  my  unbridled  Fancy  room 

For  prefent  joys,  and  joys  to  come ;    *  ' 

By  genius  gather'd,  and  by  wifdom  ftor'd  !-<•'.     :  ! 

But  fleeting  plcafurc  will  not  ftay ! 

Then  be  my  life  an  April  day  i       ^ 

Skirted  with  clouds,  of  hope  and  fear  : 

And  now  a  f mile,  and  now  a  tear :      '  .        ,  '   ' 

This  mild ;  that  melting  i  full^  yet'bright  ;  .    •   .  .  • 

Such  as  the  flowing  heart  delight! 

With  purple  ting*d,  and  edg'd  with  gold, 

So  ihall  thefe  clouds  their  wealth,  untold, 

Pour  on  my  head,  and  btefs  me  in  thett'  9fgh  *  [  ^ 

The  God$*behind  theii'  a^re  (kreen  '   .     ^     , ;  / 

Are  hidden,  now  *,  and  now  are  feen  I 

What  time  the  jocund  Hours  advance, 

And  round  them  dirongj  in  myftic  dance. 

For  dancing  (till  the  Hours  (hall  come ; 

Oh  me  (ba^l  fmilej^  on  me  (ball  bloom  I 

They  and  the  tiptoe  Sports  arcmine  5 

The  Pleafures  ;  and  tht  Mufe  divine  ! 

The  lovely  Mufe,  that  makes  my  cot  hex  home  ! 

Free,  yet  domeftiq,  as-  a  Dove ;  «  . 

Now  cradled,  like  an  infant  Love  ^  # 

And  now  on  eUvth  ^  an4  now  in  air  ; 

She  flutters  here,  and  flutters  there  t 

ho  how  the  jocund. Mifcbief  fmiics  I 

But  mark  her  pranks,  her  whimi^  mi  wi|ea : . 

In  wanton  warfare,- playful  fi^fi^        j..''  .   ' 

She  fpins  the  golden  thread  of  life^r;    .   •  •  i  j^    i.-.i 

And  with  eternal  antics  every  care  beguikt ! 


' '  L^T. 
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•,L,ETTE.R-    X.      •    .     ■    _ 

Conftance  or  Kcflnitz,  i4rh  Auguft  179T. 

HE  day  before  yefterday,  we  were  informed,  at  Lindau,  that 
the  wind  was  unfavourable.  .We  JQuriieyed  by  land  to  Morfburg,  which 
is  fituated  befide  the  lake  teq  leagues  from  Lindau.  Here  the  waters 
of  the  Arge,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  lake>  were  out ;  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  go  round,  frequently  lofmg  fight  of  the  lake,  and  as 
often  furprifed  by  its  re-appear^nce.  Whenever  we  looked  toward 
Switzerland,  we  faw  the  mountains.  Our  road  con^nually  lay  through 
large  orchards ;  and  among  forefts  of  pines.  On  every  height,  we  faw 
the  valley  and  the  lakeT^elow  covered  w;ith  the  vine,  with  the  apple,  and 
the  walnut  tree.  The  barberrybufti*,  with  its  red  berries,  and  the 
beautiful  lily-coloured  crocus,  which  with. us  only  grow  in  gardens^arc 
here  found  wild  j  as  likewife  is  the  pdifonpus  nightfhade. 

You  know  I  am  no  botanift,  but  I  paflionately  love  plants;  and  It 
gives  me  great  pleafure,  when  I  difcover  fome  of  them  growing  wild 
which,  with  us  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Germany,  are  obliged  to 
be  carefully  reared.  On  our  journey  between  Miinfter  and  Pempel- 
fort,  we  faw  the  tall  red  digitalis y  or  Fox  glove,  which  in  our  proviace 
only  grows  in  gardens. 

In  the  fmall  imperial  town  of  Buchhorn,  we  changed  horfes ;  and 
proceeded  by  the  fide  of  the  lake  to  Morfburg,  the  feat  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Conftance. 

At  Morlburg,  we  were  rowed  over  the  lake  to  Conftance  ;  and,  as  the 
wind  was  unfavourable,  we  were  three  very  pleafant  hours  on  our  paf- 
fage.     Oh  that  I  could  communicate  to  you  fome  fmall  idea  of  the  beau- 

*  Barbaritzen  blifchc 1  fuppofc  it  to  be  barberry  bufli  j  though  this  bufli  grows 

wild  In  the  hedges  of  England.    T. 
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tits^f  the  Jake!  It  is  about  feventeen  leagues  long ;  and  from  three  to 
five  broad  :  and  the  clear  green  tranfparency  of  its  waters,  with  the 
changeable  afpedl  of  its  fhores,  give  a  combination  of  charms  to  its  pro- 
fpeds  which  are  feldom  feen.  The  mild,  fertile,  and  gently  rifingfliorea- 
of  Swabia  are  adorned  with  three  imperial  towns ;  Lindau,  Buchhorn^. 
and  Veberlingen  :  befide  the  little  town  of  Mprfbprg,  with  various  vil- 
lages, hamlets,  abbeys,  and  monafteries.        * 

The  Tyrol  mountains  lie  in  a  circle  to  the  fouth  eaft,  in  the  form,  of 
a  half  moon  ;  fcarcely  leaving  room,  on  a  {inall  flip  of  land,  for  the  little 
towflt  of  Bregenz ;  on  both  fides  of  which  their  feet  advance  far  inta 
the  fake>  and  their  fummits  rife  t6  the  clouds* 

The  populous  fliores  of  Switzerland  are  more  ftecp  and  grand,  thao: 
thofe  of  Stirabia.  Behind  them  tower  threte  fucceflive  rows  of  moun- 
tains;  oppofite  to  each  other,  as  if  in  ojdetvoE  battle ;  and,  by  their 
various  diredions^  divide  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland  and  the  county 
of  Tyrol  from  each  other*  The  strtillery  of  heaven  repofes, .  with. 
awfttl  threats,  ypon  their  cloudy  fumniits.  Between  ihem  lies  the 
Rljeinthal*,  through  which  the  moft  beautiful  river  in  Germany  *  takes- 
5t*3  courfe,  and  pours  its  waters  into  the  Take ;  whence  more  voluminous- 
they  again  purfue  their  way*.  The  Alpftein,  a  rocky  mountain  of 
the  canton  of  Appenzel',  rifes  in  atl  its  terrors ;  here  and  t'here  cbvered- 
with  fhow,.  and  often  emerging  from  among  the  Vagrant  clouds,  but 
feWom  entirely  vifible.  More  dtftaht,  and  ftill  more  lofty,  more  dar- 
ing, arid,  more  fteep^  are  the  mountains  of  the  canton  of  Glarisi  If,, 
while  the  Alpftein  delights  yet  terrifies  the  imagination^  you  would 
here  repofe^fuperior  promontories  again  attract  your  attention ;  and  thefe 
do  but  conceal  the  liiE  higher  glaciers,  which  cannot  be  feen  from: 
the  liake,. 

*  For  my  own:  part,  I  am  half  incnned  to  prefer  this  lake  to  all  the. 
lakes  of  Switzerland, 


♦  Rhine  vallcjr-    T. 
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•  I  fay  to  them  all :  for,  lixteeix  years  ago>  I,  my  brother,  and  Haug. 
wiz,  travelled  on  foot  over  the  thirteen  cantons,  the  country  of  the 
Grifons,  the  Italian  ftate^,  the  Valais,  Neufchatel,  and  (Little  Miihlhau- 
fen  excepted,  which  is  furrounded  by  Alfatia)  all  the  provinces  on  the 
confines  of  Switzedand ;  vifiting  all  the  principal  lakes  of  this  noble 
country  to  tjhe  number  of  four-and-twenty. 

The  north  weft  fide  of  the  lake  of  Conftance  is  divided  into  twt) 
parts,  by  a  broad  flip  of  land.  They  are  called  the  lakes  of  Zell,  and  of 
Ueberlingen ;  after  the  little  town  of  Ratolfszell,  or  Zell,  and  Ueberiin- 
gen  :  though  they  are  a  part  of  the  principal  lake ;  except  that  the  lake 
of  Zell  communicates  only  with  the  lake  of  Conftance  by  the  courfe  of 
tlie  Rhine*     Each  of  thefe  fmall  lakes  is  adorned  with  an  ifland. 

Yefterday  in  the  afternoon,  we  went,  to  the  Switzerland  Ihorcj 
which  is  only  half  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Tbor :  then  proceeded 
two  leagues  on  the  lake  of  Zell,  and  landed  on  the  fmall  ifiand  called 
Reichenau;  which  appertains  to  Swabia.  Here  is  a  rich  benedi£tine 
abbey  ;  under  the  government  of  the  Bifhop  of  Conftance..  It  vaunts^ 
of  itR  antiquity,  of  the  honour  of  poflcffing  the  body  of  Charles*  the  Eat,, 
ef  numerous  relics,  and  of  an  emerald  which  is  an  ell  long,  about  half 
as  broad,,  and  of  nine-and-twenty  pounds  weight..  The  monks  fay  it 
was  a  prefent  from  Charlemagnct  Whether  this  pretended  emerald  be 
a  piece  of  green  glafs^  of  vitrification,  or  of  fpar,,  I  leave  the  naturalift  tch 
determine;.  I  would  as.  willingly  believe  ia  their  relics  as  in.  their, 
emerald. 

Although  the  monk  who.  conduced  us  did^  not  appear  qutte  fo  cer*^ 
tain  of  the  laft  as  of  the  firfl:,  he  ftill  fpoke  of  the  precious,  flone,,  afr- 
well  a^  of  the  relics,  with  awful  amazement.  He  difcovered  fame 
doubts  of  the  nobility  of  the  emerald  ;  yet  was  fo  ignorant  as  to  make* 
aonjeftures  cofHteming  the  fhellfifli^  by  which  in  his  fuppofitiomitwas. 
engendered;  The  precious  jewel  was  valued  by  him  at  three  mil- 
fions;.  He  did  n©t  forget-  to  detail  the  poverty  of  the  mooaftery^  We : 
willingly' left  hun,  and  pafled  throtigh  orchards  and  vineyards  over  a  hill,, 
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from  which  we  had  a  fine  profpeft.     The  wine  of  Rcichenau  is  thought 
to  he  the  heft  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  lake. 

We  pafled  over  from  the  ifland  to  Arenenberg,  on  the  Switzerland 
fnle,  in  the  diftrift  of  Thurgau ;  which  belongs  to  the  eight  old  cantons. 
This  hill  is  not  high,  but  pleafaiit  from  its  beech  woods,  its  rivulet, 
which  fprings  from  a  rock,  and  its  charming  profped.  Tic  fun  was 
fctting,  and  we  had  a  view  of  the  lake  of  Zdl  and  Reichenaii. 

Had  not  the  fortrefs  of  Hohentwiel,  two  Auftrian  hills,  an&thfe  yine- 
yards  of  the  ifland,  undeceived  us,  we  might  have  imaginjcd  ourfelvcs 
near  the  lake  of  Plonet  in  Holftein, 

The  owner  of  the  hill,  and  of  the  houfe  on  its  fummit,  is  a  Major  in 
the  imperial  fervice ;  vsrho  ferved  in  the  fcven  years  war,  and  has  now 
retired  to  Switzerland,  there  peaceably  to  enjoy  himfelf  in  freedom. 
He  was  not  at  home.  The  friendly  manner  in  which  his  fervants 
invited  us  to  enter,  took  us  to  the  window,  fliewed  us  the  profped, 
pointed  out  the  winding  rivulet,  and  ferved  us  with  firuit,  were  good 
proofs  of  the  hofpitality  of  Major  von  Streng,  the  owner. 
,  In  the  morning,  we  went  to  vifit  the  Council-houfe  ;  where  we  were 
fhewn  the  arm  chair,  in  which  the  Emperor  Sigifmund  and  Pope  Mar- 
tin the  Fifth,  of  the  family  of  Colonna,  fat*.  We  then  vifited  the  place 
where,  in  1415,  John  Hufs,  and  two  years  afterward  his  friend  Jerome 
of  Prague,  who  was  at  firft  more  timid  but  who  became  no  lefs  coura- 
geous, were  burnt ;  having  firft  well  defended  the  caufe  for  which 
they  fuffered,  in  the  prefence  of  the  aflembled  priefts  and  princes.  We 
few,  in  a  houfe,  as  we  came  back,  the  effigies  of  John  Hufs,  carved  in 
ftone,  with  the  date  of  the  year,  141 5.  Perhaps  he  lived  in  this  houfe,* 
when  the  Emperor  granted  him  a  paflfport  to  condu£t  him  fafely  to 
Conftancet 

It  is  a  noble  figure :  wifdom  and  love  beam  in  the  heaven  dire<3;ed 


*  Cax«  in  his  Swificrland,  fays  John  the  XXIIId.  It  might  be  either,  or  both  :  for  John 
was  depofed  and  Martin  elected,  by  the  Council  of  Conftaace^  in  141 7  ^  where  they  both 
then  were*    T. 
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eye.  The  countenance  denotes  no  »rogance,  but  on  the  contrary  that 
benevolent  fortitude  with  which,  as  Hufs  approached  the  ftake,  he  told 
his  lordly  perfecutors  he  would  perfcvere  in  the  truth  to  death.  The 
lines  of  the  face  are  expreffive  of  the  filent  afflrdion  he  felt,  at  the  de»- 
cline  of  the  church.  The  form  of  the  lips  feems  to  denote  that  ferenity 
of  mind  whicli  he  poffefled  at  the  (lake,  when,  to  the  old  womaa  who 
took  up  a  firebrand  that  ihe  might  have  fome  part  in  the  exjecution.  oT 
a  heretic,  he  fmiling  exclaimed,,  Obfan£lafimplicttas  ! 

Conftance,  or  Kofthitz,  is  one  of  the  oldeft  cities  in  Germany.  It 
was  a  free  imperial  city,,  was  in  alliance  with  the  Dukes,  of  Auftria, 
was  often  obliged  to  take  part  with  the  Confederates,  and  was  again* 
brought  back  to  its- former  alliances  under  the  Emperor  Maximilian. 
John  Hufs.  and  Jerome  of  Prague  were  burned  here  ;  although, 
a  hundred  years  afterward,  it  was  one  of  the  firft  to  declare  in 
favour  of  the  dodrines  of  Luther..  The-  reformed  religion  wa« 
certainly  taught  here  in  15 19;  two  years  after  Luther  had  begun  to 
preach  againft  indulgences.  Under  the  pretext  that  it  had  oppofed  the 
Jhttrim^  it  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire ;  and  became  the  feat 
of  war  in  the  year  1546.  In  the  year  1548  it  went  over  to  the  Arcli- 
duke  Ferdinand,  the  brother  of  Charles  V:  refigning  itfelf,  but  with 
referve  of  its  rights  and  privileges,  to  the  Archhoufe  of  Auftria.  Ac- 
cordingly  it  was  relieved  from  the  ban  of  the  Empire^  and  flattered: 
itfelf  that  the  reconciliation  was  fmcere  :  but,  the  year  following,  Fer- 
du^nd  took  poflefficn  of  it,^in  his. brother's  name,  and  compelled  the 
citizens  to  do  homage. 

The  Empire  exerted  itfelf,.  in  behalf  of  this  city ;  and  the  ftates 
of -Swabia  loudly  protefted  againft  the  Emperor's  conduft :  but,  after 
many  deceitful  proceedings,  the  Emperor  obliged  the  aflTembly  of  the 
ftates,  at  the  Diet  of  Augft)urg  in  the  year  1559,.  to  leave , him  ia 
poffefrion  cf  theplace.  The  Proteftants  continued  to  i4y ;  and,  after  the 
time  of  the  four  year  council,,  during  which  the  city  was  at  great  ex- 

4^  '     pence,. 
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cxpencc,  it  strade  was  neglected,  and  it  was  much  aggrieved,  it  loft  its 
freedom  and  has  gradually  declined. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  the  ifland  of  Meinau  ;  which  is  a  full 
league  from  this  place,  lying  between  the  lake  of  Conftance  proper  and 
the  lake  of  Ueberling.  It  is  fix  hundred  paces  from  the  Ihorej  and 
is  ftill  more  pleafant  than  the  ifland  of  Reichenau.  It  feems  to  rife  like 
a  little  hill  out  of  the  water;  and  is  covered  with  trees,  vineyards,  and 
corn  fields.  A  great  part  of  the  lake  of  Conftance  is  overlooked  here ; 
and  when,  by  its  winding,  it  efcapes  the  eye,  the  heights  on  its  fhcres 
are  feen.  Over  thefe  the  fteep  Alpenftein  here,  as  in  Lindau,  upright 
appears  to  tower. 

A  gentle  breeze  fpnmg  up  j  and,  at  a  diftance,  the  lake  feemed 
white  and  refplendent  like  a  mirror ;  its  green  waves  wafhing  the 
fliores.  This  fmall  ifland  contains  all  that  man  could  wifli.  The  de* 
fire  of  living  here,  apart  from  the  world  and  its  turmoils,  was  excited 
in  a  very  lively  degree. 

IlHc  vivere  vtlUm^ 
Ohlltus  Jtultortim^  $blivifcendus  et  illis  ! 

Forgetting  all  that  foob  can  give* 
By  foolt  forgotten,  lot  me  iiire. 

The  ablituj  meorum  of  Horace  (forgotten  by  my  friends)  docs  not 
coincide  with  my  feelings ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  amiable  poet^ 
who  only  in  a  moment  of  mifanthropy  could  have  faid  this,  would 
have  approved  of  my  reading. 

On  our  return  over  the  long  wooden  bridge  from  the  ifland,  we  faw  the 
Tun  go  down,  conc.eajed  by  the  woody  fliores  of  the  lake  of  Ueberiln^ ; 
while  we  occafionally  caft  a  look  at  the  large  lake  behind  us.  The  Alpcti- 
Hein  glowed  with  the  beams  of  evening ;  the  mountains  of  Glaris  were 
gilded  with  pure  gold ;  and  the  hills  of  Tyrol,  ftiaded  with  dark  grey, 
died  deep  night  over  the  plains  beneath*  The  lefler  hills  gradualfy 
^  difappeared; 
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difappcared  ;  while  the  more  lofty  feemed  to  hover  in  the  air,  like  fo 
many  gigantic  phantoms. 

We  took  our  leave  of  the  lake,  and  of  the  furrounding  mountains^ 
where  we  had  remained  four  days.  I  am  convinced  that  fenfation$  of 
mild  regret  are  beneficial  to  the  heart.  The  young  fledged  birds  beat 
their  wings,  and  flutter  in  the  neft,  before  they  take  flight.  We  mor- 
tals are  but  in  the  neft  :  but  the  empyrium  is  in  view,  and  we  flutter 
and  clap  our  anxious  wings. 

Oh  Pfyche !  How,  imprifon*d,  doft  thou  pant ! 
How  ftrikc  thy  pennons !  How,  'mid  hopes,  and  doubts. 
And  fmtles,  and  tears,  dod  thou  perceive  the  darknefs 
Of  thy  knowledge,  the  languor  of  thy  joys  i 


LETTER    XL 


Ziirichf  26th  Augttft  1791. 

1  HE  day  before  yefterday,  with  the  rifing  fun,  we  left  Con- 
ftance ;  and  pafled  over  the  bridge  of  the  Rhine.  The  fartheft  moun^ 
tains  rofe  more  vifible  than  on  the  foregoing  days.  The  people  of 
Swabia  and  Switzerland  fay  that,  when  mountains  are  thus  feen,  they 
expefk  ftormsj  or  rain.  Proceeding  to  the  lake  of  Zell,  we  had  a  viqw 
of  all  the  mountains  that  overlook  the  lake  of  Conftance.  Before  us, 
at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues,  lay  the  three  feparate  mountains,  Ho- 
hentwiel,  Hohnkreg,  and  HohenftofFel  j  and  beyond  all  of  TyroU  We 
likewife  very  clearly  faw  a  chain  of  the  Glaciers  j  which,  we  were  told, 
were  in  Italy ;  but,  by  their  diredion,  they  appeared  to  me  to  lie  ber 
yond  the  lakes  of  the  four  Waldftadte,  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne,  or 
in  the  canton  of  Uri.  The  high  fortrefs  of  Wiirtemberg,  Hohent- 
Vol.  I.  H  wiel, 
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wiel,  was  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  road,  as  we  went  to  Schaffhaufeiit 
Prifoners  fire  kept  in  this  fortrefs,  as  in  that  of  Hohenafperg. 

About  a  league  before  we  came  to  SchafFhaufen,  we  faw  the  Rhine 
in  the  valley,  among  woody  Ihores,  ftrongly  courfing  its  clear  waves  of 
4Bmerald  green,  after  having  refrefbed  itfelf  in  the  lake  of  Conftance. 
The  top  of  a  hill,  in  the  foreft  over  this  ftream,  divides  the  German 
£mpire  (there  no  longer  German)  from  Switzerland  half  a  league  be- 
fore we  come  to  SchaflThaufen.     No  longer  German } 

No ! — By  the  facred  waves  of  the  Rhine,  which  rifes  among  the 
mountains  of  our  more  free  allies  j  and  which,  watering  the  plains  of 
the  Batavians,  lovers  of  liberty,  empties  itfelf  in  the  fea  ;  No :  our 
brethren  of  thefe  hills,  and  our  brethren  of  thofe  plains,  are  no  longer 
German }  becaufe  they  would  no  longer  endure  the  yoke  of  tyranny* 
We  contemplate  them  with  refpedl :  yet  may  they  never  forget  their 
origin  !  We  cafi:  a  retrofpedrve  look  of  admiration  over  their  dark  val- 
leys, with  a  hope  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  clouds  that  enve- 
lop our  own  hills  fhall  difappear.  Here  and  there,  where  and  when 
it  (hall  be  neceflary,  may  the  mountains  be  vifible !  If  they  portend 
ftorms,  they  likewife  portend  fertility.  But  oh,  never  may  Germany, 
4ike 'France,  ,miftake  the  brand  of  exterminating  difcord  for  the  lire 
of 'heaven!  With  fuch  a.  deluge  may  her  parched  plains  never  be 
fertilized ! 

The  Rhine  near  SchafFhaufen  is  very  beautiful,  and  flows  over  beds 
of  roitks.  In 'former  times,  there  certainly  were  warehoufes  here,  for 
rmerchandize  brought  down  the  ftream ;  from  Bunden,  Lindau,  Con- 
stance, and  other  parts.  The  goods  were  unloaded  here,  becaufe  of  it6 
tvicinityto  the  fall  of  the  Rhine.  From  thefe  the  town  took  its  name. 
Jn  the  Switzerland,  Swabian,  and  Auftrian,  dialefts,  the  word  Schaflfen 
fignifies  to  buy  and  fell. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  vifited  the  fall  of  the  Rhine.  Oh  that  I  could 
-five  you  an  idea  of  this  fpedacle  !  But  defcription,  imagery,  recoL- 
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leftlon  itfelf,  all  fink  under  the  tafk.  I  faw  it  three  times  j  and  my 
aftonifliment  at  the  laft  time  was  as  great  as  at  the  firft.  It  amazed  mc 
BOW,  when  a  man,  as  much  as  it  had  done  when  I  was  a  youth. 

I  appear  to  have  faid  fomething,  and  yet  I  have  faid  nothing,  when  I 
relate  that  the  broad  ftream,*  among  bold  cH3s,  overgrown  with  trees, 
collects  its  waters  in  a  prodigious  mafs  ;  which,  though  difturbed,  here 
and  there  rifes  in  circles  of  tranflucent  green  ;  and,  with  thundering  dia 
and  raging  impetuofity,  dividing  itfelf  into  three  unequal  catara^s, 
daflies  headlong  againft  the  rock  below :  that  daringly  refifts  the  ungo* 
vernable  fury  of  the  torrent !  Daring,  and  dignified  ;  yet  not  uachaf- 
tized :  as  the  deep  cavities  in  its  bed,  and  its  perforated  fides,  too  plainly 

On  the  loweft  of  thefe  high  fhores,  to  the  right  of  the  waterfall,  ia 
the  territory  of  Schaffhaufen,  ftands  a  thread  mill.  Oppofiic  to  this,  ia 
the  diftria  of  the  canton  of  Ziirich,  and  on  a  very  high  rock,  tjje  caftle 
of  Laufen  is  built. 

A  ftranger  is  firft  taken  befide  the  thread  mill,  where  he  Is-  fudd^nly 
fbrprifed  ;  and  his  aftonifliment  pleafingly  yet  terribly  excited.  He  » 
then  led,  by  a  fmatt  winding  path  round  the  foot  of  the  hill,  to  a  eipcular 
bafon  of  the  ftream ;  and,  being  there  placed  oppofite  to  the  waterfall, 
he  learns  that  the  catara^,  at  which  he  has  bee©  am^ized,  b  formed 
only  by  the  fiiores  and  a  rock  that  projeds  out  of  the  ftpeam,  vrhkb 
conllitutes  about  a  fifth  part  of  the  waterfall. 

Here  he  perceives  the  whole  ftream  comprcfled  beifwcen  its  rocky. 
Ihores  and  three  infulared  cliffe.  He  is  then  taken  into  a  ftnall  boat^ 
paftes  the  catara£t  on  the  dancing  waves,  and  is  landed  on  the  fide  of 
Ziiriclu  Here,  below  the  caflJe  of  Laufen,  is  a  fcaffolding  built  over 
the  waterfall.  You  are  obliged  to  wait  ipme  £hort  time,  till  a  fmall^ 
door  is  opened ;  the  key  of  which  is  kept  ia  the  caftle ;  ftanding  imme-^ 
diately  over  the  ftream,  and  liftening  to  its  thunder.  .  You  then  look 
down  upon  the  terrific  gulph.     The  imagination,  overpowered,  is 

Ha  dreadfully 
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dreadfully  perfuaded  that  it  (hall  be  hurried  into  the  deep.  No  pofllblc 
idea  can  be  formed  of  the  force  of  the  water ;  or  of  the  refiftlefs  vio- 
lence with  which  it  rufties.  The  poet  Lenz,  (landing  here,  ftruck  hig 
thigh,  and  exclaimed,  Hier  ift  eine  Wa(rerh611e  * ! 

After  a  fall  thus  rapid,  the  water  is  projeded  back  to  a  great  height  j 
forming  a  cloud,  white  and  deafe  as  the  fmoke  of  a  forge,  which  con- 
ceals all  beyond  it.  Every  bu(h  on  the  rocky  (hores  is  dripping : 
when  the  fun  (hines,  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  play  in  the  froth  and 
the  rifing  vapours. 

No  fpedlacle  of  nature  ever  fo  fixed  and  feized  upon  my  mind  as 
this.  My  Sophia  trembled,  and  turned  jpale.  My  young  fon  gazed, 
in  filent  admiration,  at  the  ftream  ;  for,  the  clouds  of  fpray  concealing 
all  around,  it  was  the  only  vifible  obje<3:.  We  flood  motionlefs  ;  in  a 
fearful  yet  holy  trance.  I  feemcd  as  if  I  intimately  felt  the  pro/ens  nu- 
men :  the  divinity,  prcfent  and  adive.  While  recolledling  the  manifeft 
omnipotence  of  God,  I  was  overpowered  with  the  fenfation  of  his  all 
merciful  love.  It  appeared  as  if  the  glory  of  the  Lord  pafTed  before 
me  ;  and  1  fcarcely  could  forbear  falling  on  my  face  and  exclaiming 
—Oh  Lord  God,  how  gracious  and  benevolent  art  thou  ! 

,  We  had  proceeded  a  confiderable  way  on  our  return  before  we 
broke  filehcc.  It  was  not  till  our  ftrong  feelings  began  to  cool  that  we 
bad  a  tranfient  recolledion  of  the  philofopher,  who,  while  beholding 
the  fall  of  the  Rhine,  a(ked,  with  cold  apathy,  "  Of  what  utility  is 
this  ?"  A  philofopher  will  anfwer,  when  a  fage  will  be  lilent :  a  philo- 
fopher may  likewife  queftion,  when  a  fage  will  be  filent  f .     Man,  my 

good 
♦  Literally  :  Here  U  a  water  hell. 

f  Our  traveller  fpeaks  from  the  fullnefs  of  his  heart ;  and,  as  before,  his  intention  i* 
certainly  excellent :  but  he  forgets  that  diftinAions  like  thefe,  where  there  is  no  real  dif-*' 
ference,  have  a  tcndcnjcy  to  irritate  men,  who  are  already  too  much  difpofed  to  be  angry. 
Till  lately  the  word  philofopher  fignified,  not  indeed  a  perfeft,  but  a  wife  and  a  virtuous, 
man  :  a  flncerc  and  undaunted  inquirer  after  truth.  Why  fligmatife  him  now,  as  the  re- 
▼crfc  of  the  fage  ?  Is  the  fage  pcrfed  ?  Has  the  fage  lefs  fortitude,  lefs  fincerity,  than  the 

philofopher? 
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good  fir,  lives  not  on  bread  alone.  He  has  more  dignified  wants. 
AVhile  with  trembling  rapture  he  glances  at  nature  in  all  her  greatnefs, 
he  can  conned  the  utility  of  a  thread  mill  with  the  fublimity  of  a 
catarad. 

We  yefterday  morning  left  Schaffhaufen.  This  town  was  firft  ad- 
mitted into  the  league  of  the  confederates  in  1501  :  before  this,  it  was 
an  imperial  town^  whofel  burghers  had  ever  been  bold  and  ardent  in 
thecaufe  of  freedom.  Its  conftitwtion  is  a  mixture  of  ariftocracy  and 
democracy.  John  MUllea-,  the  great  hiftorian  of  the  confederates,  who 
to  dignity  of  feeling  and  a  clear  underftanding  added  unufual  ftrength 
of  ftyle,  was  born  a  citizen  of  Schaffhaufen.  Sparing  in  words,  origi- 
nal in  the  turn  of  his  phrafc,  andiulL  of  his  fuhj^d,  he  richly  rewards 
the  reader;  whb  can  follow  hie  compreiTedi though  occafionally^ heavy 
periods,  i  .Were  I  coricjem'riod  for  iiiy  fins  of  authorfhip  to  criticife  a 
work  of  fo  much  worth,  the  pen  would  drop  from  my  hand. 

Trippel,  the  celebrated  fculptor  at  Rome,  is  likewife  a  burgher  of 
Schaffhaufen. 

Once  more,  before  we  began  our  journey  in  the  morning,  we  vi- 
fited  the  fall  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  were  once  more  amazed  at  the  gran- 
deur of  the  fpc£tacle.  It  ^  really-  of  that  nature  that  the  oftener  it  is 
feen  the  ftronger  is  the  impreffion  it  makes. 

About  noon  we  arrived  at  Egliffau.  This  municipal  town  of  the 
canton  of  Ziinch  is  fituated  in  a  fmall  valley,  on  both  fides  of  the 
Rhine  j  which,  •  winding; iirfl  '^m-  ttg  'narrow  rocka,  purfues  its  rapid 
courfe  in  a  right  line,  rolling  its  green  waves  among  leafy  hills,  till  it 
again  takes  a  curve,  and  again  cqncealed  by  the  rocks  is  loft  to  the  eye. 
'  The  little  towit  of'Egliflaa  i^''vintommonly  plealant ;  its  houfes  de- 
nbte  the'fiiaivc  :bc(rtevolenc»  of  rfreedom;  The  whole  taxation  of  the 
€lti2fens,an  inconfideraljle  rent  excepted,  confifts  in  the  tythes  of  their 

pbilofppher ,?  T|ie  a^fl^QY^djf  not  mean  ibif :_  yet  furely  thU  is  what  he  inHnuates.  He  is 
himfctf  apbilofophcT,  otrafagc  :  byt,  like  otfier  philofophcrs,»or  fages,  ho  is  now  and 
thcnfubjeatomiaake.    T.  ' 

"^'  corn 
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corn  and  wine,  Thefe  tythes  efFednally  imodnt  ta  the  tenth  of  the- 
produce ;  and  arc  colleded  in  kind ;  for  the  maintenance  of  the  .clergy, 
and  the  municipal  officers.  They  originated  in-  the  church ,  tythe^^I 
which  were  aboliftied  at  the  Reformation  ;  when  the  magiftracy  took. 
upon  itfelf  the  fuppart  of  the  fchoob  and  cldrgy. 

The  fame  beneficent  marks  of  prolpcrity  \(rhich  diftinguiih  the  townr 
are  vifible  in  the  countrjl',  Thd  pioplc^  well  fed,,  well  clothed,  labo- 
rious, and  cheerful,  live  irt  roomy,  clean,  and  airy  houfes*  TUeit  fields: 
have,  the  appearance  of  gardens ;  by  which  ^heJy  ai^e  the  rtiore  ftriliingly> 
contrafted  with  the  wild  beautiea  df  ferroii^ndi&g  nature. 

As  we  travelled  through  them,  we  fudldenly  perceived  the  pleafanit 
town  of  Ziirich,  built  in  a  fiiiitful  vallfey ;  ^  abd  Uloe^ife  the  rrver  liiki^* 
mat  and  the  lake.  From  tUe^indow  of 'our  ian,.  we  faM^^theLimmat 
i0ue  from  the  lake :  an  the  otheriide  of  wkicbi  beyobd  a  douU^  row: 
of  mountains^  ftili  higher  mountaiaa  roie. 


Wi 


Zurjc^t  24  oeptcinl>er  1791. 

E  have  now. been  here  eight  dayatflo^Twhieh  eight  day^ 
oh,  how  tntieh  have  I  to  fay !  After  an  abfence  of  fixfecn  year^,  I  hava, 
again  feen  our  friends ;  Lavater,  Hefs,  and  Pfehninger*  Are  tlhey  ea^, 
tirely  what  they  were  ?  No :  not  cntirelyw.  Thjb  livw  at  i«:  month 
grows  larger,  and  more  mighty.  Win*  every  year  bdcomiefa  rnofe  po-r 
tent,  and  mild :  the  goodnefs  of  good  men  evcify  yefcr  increafes. .  Tima^ 
meditation,  and  fenfibility,  have  traced  their  furrows  on  the  face  of 
Lavater:  it  betrays  an  alteration  of  mote  than  fikfeeh  years :  but  hi*' 
foul,  his  heart,  his  benevolence,  his  chetffuliiefs 'his/ferehity,  if9i!irflli' 
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In  eternal  youth.  The  *  taunts  of  his  adverfaries  have  not  conquered 
him ;  haye  not  weakened  in  him  that  firm  and  lively  belief  in  the 
-excellence  .of  fhumanihature^  which  was  ever  his  chief  characleriftic. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  we  vifit  our  friends. as  often  as  couvenient 
We  will  fpeak  more  of  them  when  we  meet  Thieir  names  will  not 
then  be  forgotten*  Maay  an  evening,  as  we  fit  by  our  owil  fireiides, 
will  they  again  and  again  be  repeated*. 

Lavater  ttjok  us,  the  day  after  our  arrival,  to  a  public  walk  ;  which^ 
iome  yeaT3  iigo,  was  laid  out  on  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  the  towot 
There  are  High  terraces  among  thefe  walks.  Thefe  and  their  various 
j)rofpe£ks,  fome  ^gently  rifing  toward  the  hills,  fome  to  the  lake,  diC- 
covering  the  fituation  of  Zurich,  the  lake  befide  which  it  is  built,  the 
JLimmat  and  Ithe  water  flurcc,  make  thfe  a  charming  place.  Thofe 
liberal  expences,  which  charaftcrize  a  free  people,  are  incurred  here 
us  well  for  the  profit  as  the  pleafure  of  the  burghers.  The  ingenious 
author,  whofe  acute  and  Juft  remarks  have  from  the  lines  of  the  face 
pointed  oxtt  the  ptopenfitiea  of  the  man,  maintains  that  the  police  of  a 
town  may  ;ba: 'known!  from  its  pavement.  It  is  natural  that  free  citi-^ 
sens  fhould. equally xonfult  their  convenience  and  their  advantage; 
and,  where  the  government  is  in  one,  or  in  mmy,  it  would  be  equally 
advantageous  to  the  one,  or  the  many,  were  the  enjoyments  as  well  as 
the  negeffitiesof  the  whole  their  undeviating  rule  of  a^ion.  A  ftand- 
ing  army,  a  brilliant  court,  a  thoufand  expences  of  never  fatisfied  ca-* 
price,  and  a  vain  and  ruinous  luxury,  exhauft  in  many  kingdoms  the 
riches  of  their  impoverifhed  lands  ;  but  do  not  give  happinefs  to  their 
inhabitants.   The  fountain,  which  (hould  water  the  fields  of  the  farmer, 

•  The  Reverend  Mr.  Pfenningcr  is  now  entering  his  four-and-fortieth  year.  Perhaps, 
in  his  writings,  he  may  (hew  a  want  of  the  confiflcncy  and  confKieration  necelTary  to  an 
author :  but  his  iermons  are  fuperior  to  his  other  works  ;  and  his  fpiritual  condu6b  is  fu- 
perior  to  bis  fermons.  When  young,  I  honoured  his  earneil  zeal ;  and  cannot  now  enough  ' 
adpnire  his  youthful  fe]:enity,  bis  cheerful,  temper,  the  noble  fimplicity  of  his  candour,  and 
the  pure  benevolence  of  his  hearts 
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is  made  to  rufli  through  the  brazen  throat  of  a  dragon  ;  or '  the  mar* 
ble  bread  of  a  mermaid  :  and  is  the  token  of  a  royal  garden,  the  gates 
of  which  are  (hut  upon  the  citizen,  by  whofe  labour  and  at  whofe  ex- 
pence  it  has  been  conftrufted. 

In  thefe  Cantons,  where  the  expence  is  fo  trifling,  the  ftate  is  rich. 
The  walks  I  have  defcribed  cofl:  above  a  hundred  thoufand  florins.  A 
wife  government  eftimates  the  advantage  which  poor  day  labourers 
derive  from  works  like  thefe.  Ziirich  is  wealthy  by  the  wifdom  of  its 
oeconomy.  It  expends  great  fums  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  Its 
buildings  and  public  inftitutions  are  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  free 
town.  Patriotic  funplicity  ornaments  the  regulated  welfare  of  the 
hajppy  burgher. 

In  theory,  the  government  of  the  town  is  that  which  the  antients 
called  ariftocratic  ;  but  which  the  modems  continually  confound  with 
democracy.  Each  burgher  has  equal  rights  ;  and  the  officers  of  admir 
niftration  are  chofen  by  their  fellow  citizens,  among  fuch  as  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  moft  capable.  The  government  of  the  canton  is  an 
oligarchy  ;  which  government  the  moderns  unjuftly  call  ariftocracy : 
for  the  country  people  are  excluded  from  all  fhare  in  the.adminiftra- 
tion.  The  municipality  confifts  of  thirteen  companies^  only  one  of 
which  is  noble.  Twelve  men  are  chofen  from  each  company  ;  and 
conftitute  the  great  council:  thefe  again  choofe  the  little  council,  which 
is  compofed  of  fifty  men  ;  who  are  added  to  and  complete  the  great 
council.  The  fmall  council  is  moft  refpedled ;  and  may  be  confidered 
as  a  more  fele£t  body.  To  the  half  of  the  fmall  council  the  admini- 
ftration  of  affairs  is  committed ;  and  in  fix  months  the  other  half 
comes  into  ofiice :  fo  that  in  half  a  year  the  firft  burgomafter  yields  to 
the  fecond.  The  eledion  is  annual :  but  the  cuftom  is  to  TC-thOt  the 
fame  members.  The  commiffion  of  fomc  crime  only  can  exclude  a 
member  of  the  great  council :  but  each  member  of  the  great  council 
has  a  right,  when  any  one  of  the  little  council  has  been  guilty  of  a 
mifdemeanor,  to  propofc  another.     The  propofition  having  been  madej 
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^e  votes  are  coUeded ;  and  he  who  has  a  majority  is  chofen*  Such 
is  the  confidence  which  thefe  people  place  in  their  great  council,  and  on 
which'  the  calm  of  the  city  depends :  for,  as  they  truft  all  the  admini- 
ftration  to  the  little  council,  it  was  wife  to  fubjedt  the  powerful  mem- 
bers thus  annually  to  the  fuperintenxlance  of  the  great. 

Alliances,  war,  and  peace,  depend  upon  the  coUedive  voice  of  the 
citizens:  but  they  cannot aflemble  without  firft  having  been  fummoned 
by  the  burgomafter.  People  that  are  truly  free  do  not  feel  the  irritat- 
ing neceffity  to  interfere  upon  all  occafions.  They  know  that  the  mind 
ef  the  mechanic  is  deficient  in  the  knowledge  neceffary  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  public  affairs.  This  difcretion,  confirmed  by  the  happy 
experience  of  undifturbed  felicity,  originates  in  the  cuftom  which  con- 
tinues the  members  of  the  great  coimcil  in  office  for  life :  though,  for. 
form's  fake,  they  are  annually  chofen.  This  annual  choice  is  no 
more  than  a  folemn  ratification*  Nothing  diilurbs  the  tranquillity  of  a 
Hate  more  than  frequent  eledions  ;  as  the  fagacious  Burke,  one  of  the 
greateft  (latefmen  of  our  times,  in  his  excellent  pamphlet  againfl  the 
French  revolution,  has  fo  clearly  fhewn. 

Adions  for  debt  are  determined  by  the  municipal  court.  The  eccle- 
ilaftical  court  confifts  of  laymen  and  divines.  Every  other  kind  of 
Aiit,  between  burgher  and  burgher,  comes  before  the  little  council : 
with  an  appeal  however  lying  to  the  great. 

In  dignity,  Ziirich  is  the  firft  canton  j  though  Berne  is  much  more 
powerful.  To  Ziirich,  as  to  the  canton  that  has  the  right  of  convok- 
ing, all  foreign  ^airs  firft  come.  It  annually  iffues  mandates  to  aflem- 
ble the  deputies  from  the  other  cantons  at  Frauenfeld ;  which  is  the 
chief  town  of  the  bailiwick  of  Thurgau.  They  meet  in  the  middle  of 
July  }  and  continue  to  fit  fix  weeks.  The  ^iriftocratical  cantons  (I  here 
employ  the  ufual  term)  fend  a  treafurer,  a  fecretary,  and  the  burgo- 
xnafter  out  of  office ;  the  democratical    the  Landammann  *  out  of 

*  The  provincial  chiefs  or  high  baiU£    T. 
VouL  ,    I  office. 
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office.     The  borgomafter  of  5&uric4  his  tht  {precedence  j  and  opens  the 
iflembly.    With  this  right,  Zwrich  has  likewift  the  right  and  the  duty^ 
On  rrrgenf  occafions,  of  convoking  kn  cxtra^fdinaTy  aflfembly  ;  which  is. 
called  the  Tagfatisuftg :  but  this  has  feWom  hapj^ned  ;  iblong  is  it  fince 
the  freedom  of  Switzerland  has  fuffered  any  difturbance**. 

This  venerable  affembly,  which  may  be  compared  to  the  council  oF 
Amphidyons  in  Greece,  decide  on  all  the  important  affairs  of  the  thir- 
teen confederate  cantons.  Here  all  internal  difierences  are  affiduoufly 
appeafed.  Here  all  complaints  agatnft  the  high  bailiffs,  or  governors, 
are  heard  and  determined.  Foreigners  likewife  have  the  right  to  appeal 
to  this  aflfembly  :  yet  it  is  very  difficult,  and  almoft  impoffible,  for  a 
foreigner  to  become  a  burgher  of  any  canton.  At  Zurich,  the  firft 
year  of  every  century  is  a  foreigner  made  a  burgher:,  but  his  dcfcendants. 
cannot  be  of  the  council  tilt  the  century  following.  The  prefent 
members  of  the  council  are  all  branches  of  families  that  have  enjoyed 
thefe  privileges  thefe  three  hundred  years.  Moft  of  the  burghers  of 
Zlimch  can  boaft  of  this  honour :  fo  few  have  the  admifiions  of  fo-*- 
reigners  been« 

The  cduntry  is  governed  by  high  bailifTs  j  who  live  in  houfes  that 
are  the  property  of  the  public,,  and  on  the  produce  of  certain  appro* 
priated  lands.  The  council  always  keep  an  open  ear  to  the  complaints 
ef  the  peafant  againft  his  highbailiflF..  The  firmnefs  with  which  Lava* 
ter,  when  a  youth,  the  painter  FufeK,  and  the  minifter  Felix  Hefs^, 
j^rofecuted  a  high  bailiff,  who,  by  his  oppreffions^  had  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people,,  is  well  known.  The  bailiff  was  the  fon-in<-law 
of  the  chief  burgomafter :.  but  he  could  affoi-d  him  no  protection.  Any 

♦  I  wrote  this  111  th€  year  tJ^J.    In- the  •  foltewlng  j«carj  iJie  Tagfatzung  wa$  three: 
times  afikmbfed :  mit  from,  any  ihtcmal  diftarbemce  i.but  to  oonfider  how  the  Swifs  regi^ 
ments  in  France  might  be  profeAed:a$  the  French  had  bM^ly  and  treachevoufly  difarmedi 
Ac  Emft  tegiment  of  Beme  ;:and,.  in  Auguft,  had  cut  the  Swifs  guards  to  pieces  in  JParis. 
finding  romonftrance-  inefie^ual,  they  menaced  to  invade  France  with  Cxty  thoufand 
men  y  and  the  French  fuffered  the^Swifd  tO  retire. 

&  eafcample 
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example  of  offences  like  thefe^  committed  by  the  high  bailiffs  of  Zurich, 
has  not  fmce  occurred. 

The  church  tythes,  which  confift  of  the  tenth  of  the  adlaal  produce 
of  the  harveft  and  the  vintage,  conftitute  the  only  tax  which  is  levied 
on  the  farmer.  The  (late  coUeds  thefe  tythes^  and  maintains  the 
clergy.  It  likewife  often  aflifts  thofe  communities  that  ered  churches  j 
though  communities  are  expeded  to  ered  and  maintain  them  at  their 
own  expence.  Ten  thoufand  florins  were  very  lately  paid  to  a  com- 
munity from  the  treafury  of  the  republic. 

The  obligation  which  the  country  people  are  under,  to  fell  their 
Tvrought  mahufadures  tothe  burghers  of  Ziirich,  is  more  oppreffive  than 
this  inconfiderable  tax.  This  reflraint  affeds  the  wholefale  more  thai} 
the  retail  trader:  for  the  latter  could  only  furnifh  the  (hops  at  home ; 
but  the  others  might  fupply  foreign  dealers. 

The  (late  poffeffes  certain  domains ;  the  farming  of  which  increafes 
its  revenue.  The  burghers  are  obliged  to  pay  five  per  cent,  for  all 
goods  manufadured  in  the  town :  an  eafy  tax,  and  which  likewife 
generally  falls  upon  ftrangers,  who  trade  with  the  place«  Thefe  tri« 
fling  revenues  are  more  than  fufiicient,  in  a  country  where  the  public 
officers  receive  no  falaries ;  where  no  foldiers  are  maint^ned ;  and 
where,  notwithftandiqg,  forty  thoufand  men,  trained  and  armed,  can, 
In  four-and-twenty  hours,  be.  brought  into  the  field  j  which  is  about  a 
fifth  part  of  the  army  of  the  whole  confedetacy. 

The  youth  are  trained  to  arms. .  AH  the  males  are  exercifed  every 
Sunday  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  no  one  dare  marry  till  he  can  produce 
accoutrements  and  arms  that  have  been  proved.  Thofe  who  ferve  in 
foreign  countries  are  fo  many  experienced  warrior^  foir  Switzerland 
In  the  democratic  cantons,  befide  the  pay  of  the  foldier,  each  father  of 
a  family  receives  a  crown  a  year  from  France :  this  is  not  paid  to  the 
lariftocratic  cantons. 

Some  years  ago,  the  affemUy  of  the  captor  of  Schweit2,  in  a  mensk- 
ong  maimer,  vfifhed  to  raife  their  pay  MHth  Frftace.     Juzt,  a  fage  high 

1 2  bailiff, 
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bailiff,  remonftrated  againft  their  proceedings  j  and  the  enraged  commu-^ 
nity  accufed  him  of  corruption.  He  was  condemned  either  to  pay  a 
hundred  thoufand  florins  within  eight  days,  which  florins  were  to  be 
divided  among  them,  or  to  forfeit  his  life.  He  had  property,  but  not 
fufficient ;  though  he  was  willing  to  facrifice  it  all.  On  the  appointed 
day,  he  appeared.  On  his  right  hand  thirty  thoufand  florins,  were 
placed  ;  on  his  left,  promiffory  notes  for  fevcnty  thoufand  more.  I  amr 
ready,  faid  he,,  to  pay  each  citizen  his  dividend,  who  {hall  come  to  my 
houfe  in  perfon  and  make  the  demand.  Moft  of  them  blufhed,  few. 
appeared,  and  Jiizt  only  paid  a  third  part  of  the  penaky; 

The  canton  fent  threateningly  to  its  citizens  to  return  from  France^: 
and,  France  juftly  holding  itfelf  no  longer  bound  by  its  former  engage- 
ments, the  people-  of  this  canton  found  themfelves  glad  to*  fend  their 
youth  to  France  again  on  lefs  advantageous  terms.  J^tX  now  Uvea 
refpedled  by  his  fellow  citizens;  who  acknowledge  the  injuftice  of 
which  they  were  guilty; 

Such  d'efpotic  proceedings  are  every  where  poflible,  where  the  legi^ 
tative  and  executive  authority  are  united..  This  combination  is  not  the. 
lefs  dangerous  for  being  in  the  people.  It  is  combining  the  moral  and 
the  phyfical  power.  A  tyrant  muft  tremble  at  a  dagger;  a  fenate  at 
rebellion.  But  whom  does  the-  people  fear?  All  thofe,  whether  law- 
givers of  France  or  fifli wives  of  Paris  (for  often  have  thefe  furies  Shared 
thefovereign  authority,  and  in  fa£t  with  equal  right)— all  thofe  who  dd 
not  know  that  the  fafety  of  the  community  depends  on  yielding  up 
the  phyfical  power,  as  fubjeft  to  the  moral,  underftand- but  little  of 
politics.  It  is  quite  fufficient  that  the  phyfical  power  may  be  roufed 
fromks  flumbers;     An  army  of  mercenaries  forge  their  own  fetters*^ 

Iti  the  ariftocratic  as  well  as  in  the  democratic  cantons  of*  Switzen- 
land^  far  from  an  army  of  mercenaries,,  they,  have  no  fl:anding  army  ; 
and  where,  as  in  the  democratic  cantons,  each  citizen  is.armed,  there 
the  rights  of  the  people  are  fufliciently  fecured  againft  the  innovations 
€f  government* .    This-  flumbering  power  of  the  people  would  be  dao^. 
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gerous  to  each  individual,  but  for  that  fimplicity  of  maimers  which 
charaSerizes  the  mild  and  upright  yet  warlike  Swifs.  To  this  fimpli- 
city of  manners,  this  refpe<3:  for  all  that  is  facred,^  and  not  to  their  go- 
Ternment,  which  is  extremely  defedive,  are  the  little  democratic  can- 
tons indebted  for  their  happinefs  and  tranquillity. 

In  their  military  arrangements  with  France,  the  Swifs  have  ftipulated 
that  their  regiments  fhall  neither  crofs  the  Rhine,  to  invade  Germany, 
nor  be  tranfported  to  parts  beyond  fea.  The  Prince  de  Soubife,  during 
the,  feven  years  war,  required  the  Swifs  to  crofs  the  Rhine  with  the 
French'  army;  and  was  oppofed  by  Lochmann,  the  General  of  the 
Swifs  and  a  native  of  ZUrich.  Soubife  angrily  alked.  Of  what  ufe  then 
are  you  ?  Lochmann  drily  replied,.  We  will  cover  your  retreat.  Soubife 
however  fiirrounded  the:  Siwifs  with  Erench^  regiments,  and  obliged 
them  to  crofs  the  Rhine. 

At  Rolbach,  the  Swifs  flood ^  long  after  the  French  had  fled  ;  and, 
did  not  retreat  till  a  great  part  of  the  combined  army  and  two  thirds  of 
Lochmann^s^  regiment  lay  dead  on  the  plaim  That  the  Swifs  fhould 
not  have  been  more  bold  in  their  remonftrances  to  the  French  for  thig 
violence j  and  fliould  have  fuflfered  their  fellow  citizens  to  be  feut  to 
Corfica,  is  not  to  the  honour  of  thi»  otherwife  noble  people.  The 
jagers,  or  light  horfe,  are  thought  to  be  the  beft.of  the.  troops. of .^ 
Ziirich^. 


LETTER     XIIL. 


ZTincb^  3d  SeptemBer  1791; 

KJN  the  31ft  of  Auguft,.  we  failed  on  the  lake  in  company 
with  airiend  to  Kilchberg  ;.  vhlch  i«  built  on  a  hill,,  on  the  weft  fide 
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of  the  lake,  a  league  from  Zurich.  When  we  were  i>ear  Kilchbcrgwc 
faw  Lavater,  following  us  on  foot ;  and,  having  taken  him  into  the 
boat,  we  foon  arrived  at  the  foot.of  the  hill. 

An  accident  had  feparated  me  a  few  paces  from  the  company.  As 
I  was  walking,  I  perceived  an  old  countryman  ;  who,  having  fallen 
and  broken  his  bald  head,  had  covered  it  with  vine  leaves.  He  drew 
my  attention.  He  looked  at  me,  faw  I  was  a  (Iranger,  and  laughing 
faid,  "  Well,  good  fir,  is  not  Switzerland  a  fine  country  ?"  "  Yes,"  I  re- 
plied, in  the  fullnefs  of  my  heart ;  "  it  is  indeed."  "  God  be  with  you," 
fir,*'  exclaimed  he  j  and  fliook  with  pleafure  the  filver  locks  that  adorned 
his  temples. 

At  Kilchberg,  we  vifited  Mr  Wiirtz  and  his  wife :  a  worthy  pair* 
Lavater  was  in  that  free,  gay,  and  original,  humour  which  diftiu;^ 
guiflies  him  ;  and  heightened  our  feftivity.  We  enjoyed  a  charming 
profpeA  from  the  hill ;  and  then  took  a  walk  in  a  pleafaut  beech- 
'wood,  on  the  banks  of  the  lake. 

Much  fnow  had  fallen  the  night  before  on  the  diftant  mount^as : 
«fpecially  on  the  towering  Todi,  in  the  canton  of  Claris.  On  our 
return,  we  beheld  an  uncommonly  beautiful  funfet :  its  beams  de- 
fcended  on  the  white  fummit  of  the  Todi ;  and  fhed  their  pure  gold 
on  tbe  neareft  chain  of  hills,  mixed  with  variegated  {hades  of  purple, 
while  the  decline  of  day  produced  continual  novelty  in  the  changeable 
horizon. 

The  day  before  yefterday,  I,  my  wife,  and  fon,  with  the  good  La- 
vater, and  his  youngeft  daughter,  went  to  Richterfweil.  It  ftandi 
four  long  leagues  from  the  town,  to  the  weft  of  the  lake  j  which  is 
kept  in  view  all  the  way.  The  road  generally  lies  high  above  the 
ihore  j  among  vineyards,  and  large  fruit  and  walnut  trees ;  and  fome- 
tiroes  under  the  foliage  of  pines,  evergreens,  and  groves. 

The  oppofite  fhore  is  no  lefs  pleafant ;  and  both  are  incredibly  po- 
pulous. The  territories  extend  on  both  fides  of  the  lake  about  four 
leagues  and  a  half.  Houfe  after  houfe,  village  after  village,  continu- 
ally 
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ally  meet  the  eye*     The  population  of  the  (horts  of  the  lake,  not  in^ 
duding  Zurich,  is  eftimated  at  twenty-two  thoufand. 

As  well  here,  on  the  lake,  as  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country^  fhi 
culture  of  their  fields,  gardens  and  vineyards  is  attended  to  with  extra* 
ordinary  care ;  though  moft  of  the  inhabitants  round  the  lake  are  manu- 
fadlurerst  The  beauty  of  their  churches,  their  neat  and  roomy  houfes,  the 
good  condition  of  their  cattle ;  and,  more  than  all,  their  own  cheerful  and 
friendly  countenances,  denote  their  happinefs.  Some  of  them  live  by 
fifhing ;  which,  as  well  as  hunting,  is  free  throughout  Switzerland ;  but 
thofe  who  refide  near  the  lake  depend  moft  on  their  trade  with  Ziirich,. 
and  with  their  neighbours  in  the  canton  of  Schweitz  ;  which  fupplies* 
the  canton  of  Ziirich  with  corn  that  is  purchafed  in  Swabia. 

The  grain  of  Ziirich  is  infufficient  for  its  own  confumption :  its- 
population,  the  mountains  excepted,  being;  eftimated  at  between  four 
and  five  thoufand  fouls  to  the  geographical  fquare  mile. 

A  league  front  Zikicb  we  faw  the  town:  of  Kiifnachtr  which*  yout 
muft  not  confound  with  Kiifnacht,  fo  famous  in  hiftory,  that  is  in  the 
canton  of  Schweitz  on  the  lake  of  the  four  Waldftadte  *.  A  rivulet  runs 
through  this  Kiifnacht ;  which  is  fituated  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  th6 
lake  of  Ziirich,  where  the  lake  is  not  a  league  in  breadths  This  rivu- 
let, which  defcends  from  the  hills,  about  twelve  years  ago  rofe  to  a- 
fearful  height ;;  waflied  away  eight-and-twenty  houfes,  and  fixty-three 
ef  the  inhabitants,,  and  overflowed  the  firft  ftories  of  thofe  houfes  that 
were  ftrong  enough,  to  withftand  its  fury.  A  new  married  pair  were: 
found  in  a  chamber,  who  had  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  on 
High  place  behind  an  oven,,  lockedia  each,  other  s  arms  t:  h^ppy  alike: 
in  love  and  in  death. 

Travellers  to  Richterfweil  do  not  willingly  pafs  Talwyl,   withour 
alighting  and, enjoying  the  profpedt. from  the  high. church  yard  over 
the  lake* 

^  Thi^  term  U  explained,  in  a  tfote.  ta  Letter  XSTL    T- 
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'  We  left  the  peninfula  called  Au,  which  at  high  water  is  an  ifland,  on 
our  left.  Klopflock  mentions  it,  in  his  beautiful  ode  on  the  lake  of 
Ziirich^ 

"*'  In  thofe  cool  groves  that  ble&  thy  happy  (hones 
«  Wcfcckthcftadc."— 
This  ifland  is  high  on  all  fides ;  and  is  fhaded  with  the  beech  tree. 
At  Wadenlchweil,  which  is  half  a  mile  on  this  fide  of  Richterfweil, 
•we  vifited  the  high  bailiff  Orell  j  who  inhabits  a  lofty  caftle,  from  the 
♦balcony  of  which  there  is  a  profpe£l  that  may  well  excite  amazement. 

I  was  glad  once  more  to  meet  the  fon  of  Lavater,  who  is  a  phyfician 
at  Rlchterfweil.  The  Jaft  time  I  had  feen  him,  he  was  about  eight 
years  old ;  and  I  well  remember  the  joy  he  teftified  at  going,  with 
other  boys,  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms*  In  thefe  cantons,  mothers  do  not 
tremble,  when  their  fons  load  and  difcharge  a  mu(ket. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  upon  the  lake ;  though  it  was  rather 
tempcftuous.  The  greateft  part  of  our  company  were  fet  on  (hore  : 
Sophia,  Erneft,  yaung  Lavater,  and  I,  ventured  to  accompany  the 
boatmen ;  and  to  be  danced  aloft,  by  the  green  and  foaming  wave. 
They  fpread  their  fails,  and,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  the 
little  ifland  of  Uffenau;  which  is  a  league  from  Richterfweil.  It  be- 
longs to  the  abbey  of  Marieinfiedel,  which,  as  well  as  the  ifland.  Is 
fituated  in  and  protedied  by  the  canton  of  Schweitz.  Zurich  alfo  lays 
claim  to  this  right ;  becaufe  the  ifland  lies  on  the  Zurich  fide  of  the 
bridge  of  Rapperfchwcil.  There  is  an  old  church  in  the  ifland  of  Uf- 
fenau, in  which  are  the  remains  of  Ulrich  von  Hutten  j  the  worthy 
Franconian  nobleman,  a  brave  knight,  the  friend  of  Luther  and  Me- 
landhon,  a  zealous  patriot,  a  lover  of  the  mufes,  the  companion  of  the 
great  and  the  learned^  and  a  fugitive  to  this  place. 

Here,  likewife,  is  {hewn  the  grave  of  Saint  Adelrich  j  who  lived  in 
the  tenth  century.     The  legend  relates  of  him  that  he  walked  over  the 
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lake,  from  Pfeffifccn  to  this  ifland.  He  was  a  prince  of  the  Swabian 
race,  and  endowed  this  little  church  with  moft  of  the  tythes  of  the  eaft 
ihoreofthe  lake. 

The  abbey '  of  Marieinfiedel,  which  carefully  maintained  the  church 
of  Uffenau  before  it  fell  to  decay,  continues  to  this  day  tocoUedl^thefe 
tythes.  The  ftate  of  Zurich  fupports  the  clergy  of  thefe  communities 
from  the  public  treafury ;  and  has  lately  granted  the  fum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  florins  to  increafe  their  ftipend. 

There  islikewife  a  little  chapel  on  this  ifland  ;  in  which  the  capu-; 
chins  of  Rapperfchwcil  read  mafs.  Here  lies  the  abbot  of  Marieinfie- 
del J  for  whom,  in  quality  of  a  prince  of  the  German  empire,  a  mafs 
is  annually  faid.  The  little  town  of  Rapperfchwcil  lies  oppofite  to  the 
ifland.  It  was  formerly  governed  by  its  own  Counts  ;  who  were  fre- 
quently molefted  by  Ziirich.  It  is  now  under  the  protection  of  the 
cantons  of  Ziirich,  Berne,  and  Claris  ;  to  which  it  muft  do  homage 
every  fix  years.  It  may  juflly  be  efteemfed  fomething  betwee|i  a  highlf 
privileged  municipal  town,  and  an  independent  free  flate. 

The  building  of  this  town  was  undertaken  in  an  extraordinary  man^ 
ner.  Ck>unt  Rudolphus  of  Rapperfchwcil,  who  lived  toward  the  end 
of  the  eleventh  century,  was  very  defirous  of  being  happy  with  hi* 
beautiful  wife ;  v^hofe  virtue  was  neither  unfufpe&ed  by  him,  not 
blamelefs.  As  he  one  day  returned  firora  the  war,  his  fteward  met 
him,  with  a  thoughtful  xnien^  before  he  entered  the  caAIe  j  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  to  him  dn  a  very  important  aflfain 

An  old  chronicle,  though  later  than  that  age,  |>uts  the  following 
words  into  the  mouth  of  the  Count. 

^^  Say  what  thou  wilt,  dear  fteward^  only  fay  nothiiig  agaioA  iny 
^*  wife ;  for,  wherever  I  aoa,  when  I  bethink  ibe  of  her  beauty^  vstf  f^id 
^  is  delighted  ;  and,  whatever  cares,  or  miisfbrtunes,  befall  toe^  v^htd  I 
^  remember  the  loveHnefs  of  my  wife,  I  forget  alk  my  fbrrowe,  ami 

am  mo^  glad  to  find  myielf  oaoe  4gai&  at  home*''    . : 

The  fl;eward»  well  perceiving  that  the  uxorious  warrlot  wpuld^h&rt 

Vol.  I.  K  puniihed 


<i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

puniflied  him  for  his  accufation,  gave  a  ready  turn  to  his  difcourfe  ;  and 
told  the  Count  that,  during  his  abfence,  he  had  obferved  a  place  in  which 
a  fortified  town  might  very  conveniently  be  built ;  and  pointed  out  this 
fpot,  on  which,  in  the  year  1 09 1 ,  Count  Rudolphus  built  Rapperfchweil. 

It  pays  no  tythes,  nor  any  kind  of  tax,  has  a  free  trade,  and  its 
feurghersare  exempt  from  military  fervice ;  un^lefs  k  be  for  the  defence 
of  their  town.  They  may  appeal  for  protection  againft  their  magifti'ates 
to  the  Cantons.  They  were  granted  this  independence  after  the  war  of 
the  year  ryi  2,  having  then  obtained  it  of  the  canton  of  Schweitz. 

There  is  abridge  at  Rapperfchweil  over  the  lake,  which  is  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  paces  in  length.  This  is  the  oarroweft  part  of  the  lake  ; 
and,  together  with  a  cape,  divides  it  into  the  wppev  lake  and  the  proper 
lake  of  Ziirich,  Albert,  the  fecond  Archduke  of  Auftria,  firft  built 
this  bridge.  In  old  times,  thia  was  the  boundary  between  the  cantons 
of  Ziirich  and  Schweitz  ;  but,  after  the  war  of  Ziiirich,  which  this  can- 
ton waged  againft  the  confederates  from  the  year  1456  to  the  year 
1446,  when  peace  was  made^  Zurich  ceded  a  fmali  corner  of  land  on 
this  fide  of  the  bridge j^  which,  fincc  that  period,  has  belonged  to 
Schweitz.  The  lake  was  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  The  people 
of  Zurich  iaiifted  on  an  exclufive  right  to  the  navigation  on  this  fide  of 
the  bridge  y  which  the  people  of  Schwditz  difputed.  The  great  freight^ 
age  of  com,  with  which  the  former  Aipplied  the  latter,  and"  the  fre- 
quent, pilgrimages  that  were  made  tor  Marieifi(iede>,  gave  confequence 
to  the  difpute*  The  animofity  between  thefe  cantons  continued,  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  fliort  war  df  17(2^  and  has-  not  yet  entirety 
fubfided^ 

That^titis  quarret  wi^  not  come  to  an  open  rupture  may  be  reaibn-^^ 
ably  hoped,  from^he-modendon  and  wi^iom  of  the  canton  of  ZiirichV 
The  SehtmtB'periiaps'  may  Be  the  moft  ready  to  engage  lufueh  a  con-^ 
tentioii ;.  notwithftanding  that  their  numbers  are  but  as  onetofive :  for 
they  are  the  moft  warlike  geoplb^  of  Switzerland.  ASt  the  cantons  ^e 
SbdtedTvariike;  ttouebutthiscant^  It  dif-- 
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regards  numbers,  forgets  to  eftimate  confcquences,  is  blind  to  all  com-* 
parifon  of  power,  and  remembers  only  ftrength  of  arm,  and  valour  of 
heart.  In  fad,  where  fuch  are  the  feelings  of  each  individual;  poli-; 
tical  proportions  are  infignificant.  This  was  proved  by  the  three  rac-' 
morable  heroes,  Walter  Fiirft,  of  Uri,  Wetner  von  Staufacher,  of 
Schweitz,  and  Arnold  von  Melchthal,  of  Unterwald  ;  when,  in  the  year 
1307,  thefe  founders  of  freedom  combined  to  refift  defpotifm.  It  was 
proved  again  eight  years  afterward,  when  a  few  freemen  vanquillied 
the  powers  of  Duke  Leopold  at  Morgarten ;  and  when^  on  the  fame 
day,  a  part  only  of  the  vigors  drove  Count  von  Strafberg  out  of  Un- 
terwald. It  was  once  more  proved  by  Rudolphus  von  Erlach,  a  chief 
rf  Berne ;  who  told  his  foldiers  that^  having  fought  in  fix  battles,  he 
had  always  feen  the  fmaller  number  vidorious ;  and  who  then  gave: 
the  enemy  battlei  and  with  only  five  thoufand  put  thirty  tfaoufand  of 
them  to  flight.  What  fliall  I  fay  of  the  battle  of  Sembach  ?  where,  ht 
the  year  1386,  one  thoufand  three  hundred  confederates  defied  the 
flow£r  of  the  Auftrian  army ;  and  where  Winkelried,  oppofing  their 
Hkoii  fearful  phalanx,  facrificed  himfelf,  and  by  death  evened  the  roadl 
to  victory.  What  of  the  battle  of  Noffells  ?  where  a  few  of  the  mea 
of  Oaris,  led  by  Matthias  von  Bilrlen,  fought  five  locig  hours,  eleven 
times  beat  back  the  attacking  Auftrians,  and,  at  laft,  gained  the  vlAory. 
What  of  the  people  of  Bafle  ?  who,  in  the  year  1444,  refifted  the  nu« 
merous  forces  of  France  in  the  church  yard  of  St.  James;  where  €he 
heaps  of  flain  obliged  the  Dauphin  to  ponfefadiat  fiich  another  vi&ory 
would  be  his  ruin.  What  of  the  victory  of  die  confederates  at  Gran* 
fon,  and  at  Miirten,  over  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy^  And 
what  of  their  vi^ories  in  the  war  of  Swahia,  toward  the  end  of  the 
15th  century? 

it  wffl  motile  laid  diait  the  Swifs  owe  dieir  vidories  to  their  moun- 
taiftdus  fitoatioQ :  fmne  of  them  were  gained  in  the  open  plains.  They 
are  mucK  niihts  indebted  to  their  fimplicity  of  manners,  courage,  and 
>;  ^14chibequoQtIydiiUaguifii  the  inhabitants  of  moun^ 
K  2  tains 
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tains  from  thofe  of  flat  countries.  The  love  of  liberty  is  a  ray  from  hea- 
ven J  penetrating  the  heart  of  the  fimple  fhepherds  of  the  Alps,  and  invi- 
gorating  their  arm.  It  is  that  which  has  imparted  courage  to  them,  and 
wiH  ftxB  impart ;  which  has  maintained  their  conftitution  thefe  five  hun- 
dred years,  and  will  ftill  maintain.  It  is  that  which  has  infpired  them 
with  the  fpirit  of  concord,  which  for  fo  many  centuries  has  united  fuch 
a  number  of  independent  ftates :  a  concord  which  but  feldom,  and  for 
a[  fhort  time,  has  been  interrupted.  If  in  warlike  courage  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  were  their  equals,  they  rife  fuperior  in  generofity,  in  mild 
humanity  toward  their  foes,  in  concord,  and  in  purity  of  manners.. 
The  paflions  of  men  every  where  take  root ;  and  fo  will  continue  to 
take«  Their  wild  feeds  every  where  flourifh  ;  but  here  they  are  mofl: 
fiibdued.  The  excellence  of  their  morals  is  the  fupport  of  the  laws  ^ 
.and  the  fupport  of  their  morals  is  the  love  of  their  country  and  reli- 
gibp.  Will  the  names  of  their  noble  patriots  be  lefs  famous  in  hiftory 
than  the  names  of  the  greateft  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  ?  They  will 
yield  nothing  to  them  in  grandeur  of  foul ;  though,  happily  for  their 
aountry,  they  will  in  a  fanguinary  thirft  of  glory,  and  in  feeking  for 
occafions  to  appeafe  this  thirft.  No  artful  Pericles^  in  Switzerland^ 
will  be  able  to  kindle  a  Peloponnefian  war.  No  Virginius  will  be 
obliged  to  ftrike  the  dagger  to  the  heart  of  his  daughter;  for  no  Ap- 
pius  will  be  foitad  daring  enough  to  attempt  her  chaftity ! 

Certain  virtues  only  receive  their  polilh  by  being  contrafted  with? 
eertain  viceSb  Should  ever  Switzerland  produce  a  Timophanes,  or  a^ 
Ca^far,  deliverers  of  thc^Jr  country  would  rife  equal  to  Timoleon  and 
Brutu9.  Had  the  Greeks  maintained  their  freedom  by  concord,  Philip, 
^f  MacedoQ  would  have  been  as^  infignificant'  to  them  as  ap  abbot  oC 
St.  Gall  to  the  Swifs.. 

From  Ufienau  we.  failed  to  Pfeffiken^  in  the  canton  -pf  5ch.wekz;, 
where  we  joined  our  company,  who  had  been  put  on.  jQaore..  I  wctitr 
with  yeung  Lavater,  the.  high  baiHfF  Orell^  and  Erneft,  m  fpot^OiKidU^ 
to^cjKWjeUi,  and  iaw  on  our  way  an  uaconamonly.bewiiiBil.  "Vl^lerW. 
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h  18  in  the  canton  of  SchWeitz,  on  the  borders  of  Zurich.  Three  im- 
petuous ftream8»each  above  the  other,  rufh  among  the  bending  branches 
of  the  treea^  from  a  high  cavity  of  a  rock,  into  the  valley.  On  th« 
height  v^here  you  ftand  to  fee  the  catarafl:,  you  likewife  have  a  full, 
view  of  the  lake  of  Ziirich.. 


LETTER     XIV: 


Dt 


Zuridi>  5tK  September  179? •  • 

URING  my  ftay  here,  the  monument,  vrhich  the  friends 
and  admirers  of  Solomon  Geffner,  the  poet,  aflbciated  to  creflt  to  his 
memory,  airived  from  Romre.,  It  is  the  work^of  Trippel,  the  famous 
fculptor  of  Schaff haufen ;  and  ia  an  exfiellent  pevfonnance,  vrorthy  of 
the  great  poet  of  ZUrich,  and  hisfeUow  cita(Bens»  > 

It  coniifls  of  a  white  marble  ilab,  about  five  feet  high  and!  fonrhroad  : , 
where  the  two  ihepherds  of  Geflner,  Btaphnis  and  Micod,  arc  cut  im 
ftlto  relievo ;  at  the  inftant  when  Micon  makes  a  libation  to  themehsoiy 
df  the  father  of  his  friend*.    Perhaps  you  da  not  i^colle^  this  HieaiKifill; 
idyl  of  Geflhen; 

The  goat  of  Daphnis  and  Miccm  has  ftrayed  from,  the  flock,  and' 
waded  into  a  marfiiv.  The  fhepherds^  endeavour  to  relieve  it;,  and! 
Micon  difcovers  a  fallen  arch,  and  learns  fi'om  Daphnis  ^that  it  is  a  fb^ 
j^ulchrd.  Micon  libs  an  um,  lying  in  the  hoHow;  and  is  terrified'' at 
^e  figures  carved  r^unid  it,  ^hich,  as  he  fays,  appeaor  to  him  to* he* 
fifing  from  itsfides*  ■^■'■■y  A  Jdreadful  warrior  and  a  furious  fteed !  Be— 
fiold  how  his  hoof^  tfamjilcf  on  tbb  vroonded  and  the .Menl  This; 
teancouM  nevei!'klM%|)<k««i^  .:      .  .i 

^j  Daphnifri 
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'Daphnis  replies,**  He  was  a  monftcr ;  who  laid  wafte  the  fruitful  fields, 

and  made  freemen  flaves The  hoofs  of  his  war  horfes  have 

trodden  down  the  corn ;  and  he  ftrewed  the  barren  fields  with  the 
bodies  of  our  forefathers.  As  the  ravenous  wolf  devours  the  flock,  fo 
did  his  warriors  deftroy  the  innocent ;  who  did  him  no  wrong.'* 

Micon  wonders  at  the  wickednefs  and  folly  of  the  inhuman  wretch ; 
and  remarks  that  now  reptiles  fwarm  in  the  urn  and  its  bed  ■ 

"  Who  but  muft  fmile  to  fee  the  toad  crawling  in  the  helmet  of  the 
furious  hero ;  and  the  blind  worm  feated  on  his  threatening  fword?" 

The  fliepherds  then  converfe  awhile  on  this  warrior ;  and  Micon 

exclaims "  No,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  fuch  odious  crimes, 

though  it  were  to  gain  a  world,  I  would  live  the  mafter  only  of  two 
goats,  and  a  pure  heart ;  deteiting  fuch  wickednefs.  One  of  thefe  I 
wotrld  willingly  facrifice  to  the  gods ;  with  thanks,  for  making  me 
thus  happy.  Give  the  wicked  the  riches  of  the  whole  earth,  (Uil  they 
are  not  happy/* 

^  Let  us  begone  ;*'  anfwered  Dsqphnis.  *^  Let  us  leave  a  place,  which 
excites  only  melancholy  and  bittemefs.  Follow  me,  I  will  fhew  thee  a 
different  monument,  ereded  by  my  father,  a  man  of  an  upright  heart/' 

Daphois  left  the  herd  to  Alexis,  and  led  his  friend,  through  mea- 
dows, by  tlie  grove  of  Terminus,  hung  with  the  cluftering  hop« 
■■  ■  They  condoued  their  way.  On  the  right  of  the  narrow  path, 
the  grafs  reached  their  knees.  On  the  left,  the  corn  grew ;  the  ears 
waving  above  their  ihoulders.  They  came  to  the  calm  (hades  of 
finiitiul  trees ;  among  which  a  neat  cottage  flood.  In  this  cool  and 
]Jealant  place,  Daphnis  fpread  a  fmall  table ;  and  brought  a  bafket  of 
firuit,  and  a  r^^refhing  jug  of  wine. 

"  Tell  me,"  laid  Micon,  "  where  is  the  monumett  thy  father  built  j 
that  the  firft  cup  may  be  emptied  to  the  memory  of  A>  worthy  a  man  V* 

^^  Here,  friend/'  anfwered  Daphnis.  ^'  This  peaceful  abode,  what  thou 
now  beholdefl:,  is  the  monument  of  his  ftme.  This  was  once  a  barren 
placei  his  induftry  made  it  friist&l$  hit  hand  pitittcd  thefe  crehardst 
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to  him  our  thanks,  we,  who  are  his  children,  and  all  our  defcendants, 
for  all  our  enjoyments,  for  all  the  good  we  give  and  receive,  for  thefe  to 
him  our  thanks  are  due.  The  b^i&ng  of  the  virtuous  man  refts  upon 
us ;  and  frudifies  thefe  fields,  thefe  meadows,  and  thefe  filent  groves.'' 

•*  Here  is  to  thy  memory,  then.  Oh  noble  (hade  !'*  faid  Micon,  and 
Emptied  his  cup.  "  Oh  worthy  monument,  conducive  to  the  profpe- 
rity  of  virtuous  defcendants,  the  founder  of  which  though  dead  is  ftill 
beneficent !" 

It  feems  to  me  that  a  better  paffage  could  not  have  been  feleAed 
from  the  works  of  the  poet,  for  the  monument  ere^d  to  his  memory : 
Dor  could  it  have  been  trufted  to  a  more  mafterly  hand  than  that  of 
TrippeLj  who,  recoUediing  that  his  labours  were  for  the  honour  of  a 
countryman,  mud  have  found  his  faculties  roufed ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  he  executed  his  tafk  con  amore. 

At  prefent  this  monument  is  placed  under  a  large  awning,  on  the 
great  walk  \  and  it  is  intended  to  be  ereded  in  a  circular  grove  on  this 
very  walk ;  which,  is  beautiful  and.  much  frequented,  particularly  every 
Sunday  after  dinner..  In  the  afternoon  on  a  Thurfday,.  the  youth  of 
Ziirich  are  accuftomed.  to  afTemble  here»  It  is  a  fpacious  place,  adom-i» 
ed  with  the  linden,  poplar,  wild  afti,  and  other  trees  ;.  and  lies  between 
the  Siehl  and  the  Limmat ;  which  at  the  end  of  the  walk  £iU  into  each 
Qthen  The  miniiler  Bodmer  delighted  in  this  walk.  I  remember 
having  feen  him  here,  furrounded  and  refgeded  by  the  youngs  and^ 
the  old*. 
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LETTER  XV, 

Ziirich,  ;th  September  1791* 

ESTERDAY  afternoon,  I  and  fome  friends  took  a  turn  on 
tlielake,  andvifitedLavater,  who  was  gone  to  his  countryhbiife,  whichf 
is  built  upon  a  vine  hill,  and  from  which  there  is  a  good  prbfpedk  to^ 
ward  the  lake. 

From  this,  with  Sophia  and  Erneft,  I  went  to  fee  the  worthy 
Jochen  Berly ;  a  farmer,  in  whofe  houfe  I  and  my  brother  and  Haug^ 
^witz,  (ixteen  years  ago,  fpent  feveral  cheerful  weeks.  He  was-  in  his 
lidds ;  and  one  of  his  fons  went  for  him,  without  informing  him  whd 
the  ftranger  was  that  waited  for  him.  He  knew  me,  leapt  for  joy 
when  he  faw  me,  prcffed  me,  my  wife,  and  fon,  by  the  hand  with  Swifs 
cordiality,  and  affedHonately  queftioned  me  concerning  the  companions 
of  my  former  travels,  and  my  fifter ;  who  had  vifited  him  fevcn  years 
ago.  He  then  took  me  to  the  banks  of  the  Siehl ;  for  he  well  rccol- 
IcAed  my  favourite  fpot.  I  remembered  many  places,  where,  in  the 
days  of  ardent  youth,  I  had  wandered  fometimes  alone,  fometimes  with 
•friends.  I  even  recognized  a  ftone,  hanging  over  the  bank  of  the  river, 
on  which,  Uiaded  by  young  trees  that  were  now  full  grown,  I  had  read 
many  of  the  books  of  Homer. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  ftands  the  Jiitlyberg ;  which  Klop- 
ftock  named  the  Uto.  It  joins*  the  Albis  }  and  is  fhaded  with  woods 
and  fig  trees. 

Had  1  been  a  Greek,  I  fhould  have  made  libations  of  mild  country 
wine  and  Switzerland  milk  to  the  Naiades,  the  Dryades,  and  the  Oreades. 

The  kind  man  took  us  back  to  his  dwelling.  His  wife  and  children 
accompanied  us  a  little  way,  when  we  departed ;  and  the  good  houfe- 
wife  wept  heartily,  as  £he  preffed  the  hand  of  her  old  gueft,  at  taking 
leave. 

In 
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In  my  former  letters,  I  have  mentioned  to  you  the  public  inftitu* 
tions  and  buildings  of  this  place  :  but  it  may  not  be  unpleafant  to  add  a 
few  more  particulars. 

The  orphan-houfe  is  a  large  and  noble  building.  It  (lands  in  the 
fineft  quarter  of  the  town,  open  on  all  fides,  and  on  high  ground  near 
the  Limmat.  The  children  live  in  roomy  and  lofty  chambers ;  and 
confift  both  of  orphans  and  the  children  of  poor  old  perfons  ftill  living. 
The  number  is  not  fixed,  but  varies  according  to  circumftances :  none 
but  the  children  of  burghers  are  accepted.  They  are  inftruCked  in  the 
chriftian  religion,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  drawing,  geography, 
and  the  hiftory  of  their  own  country. 

Health  blooms  on  their  cheeks,  good  humour  and  fatisfad:ion  beam 
in  their  eyes.  It  was  delightful  to  fee  the  joy  with  which  they  met  our 
guide,  Mr.  Deacon  Geflher,  a  worthy  and  benevolent  man,  the  fami- 
liarity with  which  they  furrounded  the  governor  and  governefs,  and 
the  charming  freedom  with  which  they  took  us  ftrangers  by  the  hand. 
Twice  a  day,  when  the  weather  permits,  they  are  fufiered  to  play  a  con- 
fiderable  while  in  the  garden.  So  much  care  is  taken  of  their  health, 
and  fo  entirely  are  thefe  children  of  a  free  town  under  the  immediate 
infpedion  of  the  burghers,  that,  though  they  admit  children  of  a  year 
old,  and  though  life  at  this  period  is  fo  precarious,  only  two  children* 
have  died  in  four  years.  The  prefent  number  of  the  children  is  ninety- 
two  ;  and  the  numbers  of  the  girls  and  boys  are  nearly  equal.  Our 
kind  Hefs  took  us  to  a  public  female  fchool  which  is  called  the  Toch- 
terfchule*.  In  a  well  regulated  ftate  every  citizen  beholds  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  each  other  as  the  fons  and  daughtersof  their  country. 

There  are  forty  giris,  divided  into  two  claffes,  according  to  their 
aitainmente,  and  inftru<aed  at  the  expence  of  the  ftate  in  religion,  read- 
ing,; writing,  arithmetic,  and  all  the  female  duties.  They  read  in  our 
prefence  feveral  ftanzae  j&om  the  poems  of  Gellert  j  and  it  was  evident 

*  Daughters'  fchooL 
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that  they  had  caught  the  meaning  and  the  paflion  of  the  poet.  Their 
miftrefs  then  put  a  few  queftions  concerning  what  they  had  read ;  to 
which  the  girls  returned  fenfible  anfwers. 

Thfe  minifter  Bodmer,  whofe  patriotifm  was  as  pure  as  his  love  of 
knowledge  was  ardent,  has  beflowed  ten  thoufand  florins  on  this  infli- 
fution. 

The  cathedral  of  Zurich  was  built  by  Charlemagne ;  whofe  effigy, 
well  cut  in  ftone,  is  placed  over  the  door.  Zuingle  and  Billinger 
belonged  to  this  church  ;  which  is  the  mother  of  many  protcftant 
daughters,  particularly  in  England. 

The  arfenal  is  well  ftored  with  a  hundred  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
complete  neW  ftands  of  arms  for  thirty  thoufand  men.  I,  and  Emeft, 
vifited  the  old  armoury  ;  purpofely  to  fee  the  ancient  armour,  and 
efpecially  the  crofs  bow  of  William  Tell,  which  is  fhewn  here  as  a  fa* 
crcd  relic. 

There  is  a  fociety  in  Ziirich,  called  the  Bocke,  which  has  made 
itfelf  ffisemorable  in  hiftory.  Its  origin  is  loft,  in  the  darknefs  of  the 
middle  ages  :  but  it  became  famous  during  the  war  of  Ziirich^  in  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Sixteen  burghers,  who  gave  themfelves  this  title  with  the  permiiOon 
of  the  republic,  feparated  themfelves  from  the  general  fervice  of  the 
war  ;  that,  as  free  archers,  they  might  ntore  eflfedkually  annoy  the  ene* 
my.  They  mutually  pledged  themfelves  to  difregafd  life ;  and,  making 
incurfions,  they  plundered,  burned,  and  cut  off  the  enemy's  convoys. 
la  the  year  1446,  this  fociety  was  excluded  from  the  peace  of  the  con- 
federates :  but  they  learned  that  Friefen,  the  high  bailiff  of  Uri,  who 
had  vainly  given  himfelf  much  trouble  to  have  them  included  in  the 
peace,  had  faid  that,  if  they  could  get  any  perfon  of  confequence  in 
their  power,  they  would  then  gain  what  they  defired.  Not  long-  after,, 
as  this  chief  was  pafling  on  the  lake  of  Ziirich,  the  Bocke  boarded  his 
veffel,  advifed  his  attendants  not  to  make  a  ufelefs  refiftance^  as  they 
intended  him  no.  harm,  took  him  on  ihore,  brought  him  to  the  high 
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town  of  Hohenkraien,  v/liich  lies  in  Upper  Auftria  between  Hohent- 
wiel  and  Stoffelberge,  and  which  then  belonged  to  them,  treated  him 
as  a  diftinguiflied  friend,  and,  as  foon  as  the  confederates  had  grapted 
what  they  had  demanded  for  his  freedom,  fufFered  him  to  depart. 

This  fociety  continued  fome  ages  in  focial  connection  j  and,  ixx  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  having  increafed  to  the  numb^  of  fixty- 
four,  appeared  dangerous  to  their  fellow  citizens  by  their  ^mbitioiji ; 
for,  thus  combined,  they  knew  how  to  play  the  chief  oflkes  of  the 
date  into  the  hands  of  their  confederates.  They  have  fmce  been  rer 
ftrained ;  and,  though  the  number  of  their  members  continues  tiie 
fame,  they  have  no  palitical  influence  j  and  would  probably  no  longer 
icxift,  were  not  thpir  duration  continued  by  an  annual  feftivai  in  mcr 
mory  of  their  paft  deeds. 

Another  fociety  of  fome  years  (landing,  called  the  Moral  Society,  i^ 
no  lefs  patriotic  and  more  peaceable.  Its  members  are  young  men^ 
who  take  a  noble  pleafure  in  contributing  to  the  paftimes  of  children ; 
and  invent  a  variety  of  fports  and  warlike  games  for  them.  Thpj  iik^ 
wife  read  entertaining  books  to  them  ;  and  write  works  £q^x  ttj^eir  inr 
ftruftion.  Their  purpofe  is  the  improvement  of  the  heart  and  under- 
ftanding ;  and,  both  in  their  readings  and  writings,  they  are  highly 
attentive  to  prevent  the  tedioufnefs  of  time. 

We  have  here  become  acquainted  with  Peftalozzi ;  the  author  of  the 
excellent  popular  work,  called  Leonard  and  Gertrude.  He  is  a  burgher 
of  Ziirich,  but  inhabits  a  farm  in  the  ?anton.of  Berne ;  the  produce  of 
which  he  has  for  many  years  increafed  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  till 
he  has  brought  it  into  excellent  condition.  This  remarkable  man  has 
difplayed  great  limplicity,  power,  and  knowledge  of  the^hliiBan  mind  ; 
and,  in  the  fchool  of  experience,  has  ftiidied  new  modes  of  forming  the 
■"heart.  Nicolovius  has  vifited  him; "and,  from  all  that  he  has  heard 
-and  feen,  is* more  fully  convinced  than  ever  that  labour  and  misfor- 
tune, are  beft  calculated  to  form  man,  for  the  noble  tdSk  r  of  beip^  Jthc 
inftrudor  and.benclador.pf  the  hunw*  mc^* 
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The  people  of  Zurich  have  an  old  cuftom,  which  they  have  proba- 
bly derived  from  the  wifdom  of  their  anceftors.  If  married  people,  in 
fpite  of  remonftrance,  perfift  in  a  defire  to  feparate,  they  are  confined 
for  fome  weeks  in  a  chamber  of  the  council  houfe ;  in  which  there  is 
nothing  but  a  fmall  bed,  a  ftool,  and  a  table.  Their  food  is  ferved  on 
one  difh  j  with  one  plate,  one  knife,  one  fork,  and  one  fpoon.  Change 
t)f  place,  privation,  and  the  fociality  that  arifes  from  the  neceflity  of  mu- 
tually adding  each  other,  have  frequently,  before  the  time  of  probation 
has  expired,  fo  reconciled  them  to  each  other  that  they  have  renounced 
all  thoughts  of  parting,  and  have  lived  peaceably  together  till  death. 

Roman  antiquities,  wiiich  are  found  in  a  high  part  of  the  town,  be- 
fide  the  Limmat,  are  proofs  that  Csefar  had  a  camp  at  Ziirich*.  From 
the  linden  trees  which  are  there,  it  is  called  the  Linden  hof.  It  com- 
mands a  beautiful  profpe£t  of  the  Limmat,  the  lake,  and  the  moun- 
tains. A  fountain  ornaments  one  fide ;  and  a  ftone  ftatue  of  William 
Tell  the  other.  His  little  fon  ftands  befide  him.  The  father  is  in  a 
noble  attitude,  with  his  crofs  bow  ;  which  appears  rather  to  reft  upoa 
hk  arm  than  upon  his  fhoulder. 


LETTER    XVI. 


Lucerne,  12th  September  1791- 

W  E  left  Ziirich  on  the  gihy  by  day  break.  Orion  and 
Sirius  were  ftill  twinkling.  Thick  mifts  hovered  over  the  lake,  fub- 
fided,  and  foretold  a  fine  day.     The  lake  was  on  our  left  j  on  our  right 

*  Caefar  fought  with  the  Tigurim ;  an  antient  tribe,  of  whom  the  anceftors  of  the  pco* 
pie  of  Zurich  were  a  part  i  but  be  did  not  enter  die  teiritories  of  Zurich. 
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the  foreft  of  Siehl,  and  the  Jiitlyberg;  till  we  turned  and  proceeded,  by  a 
tolerably  fteep  road,  to  the  Albis,  which  joins  the  Jiitly.  On  this 
hill,  drivers  ufually  ftop  to  give  their  horfes  breath  :  we  took  advan- 
tage  of  this,  and  mounted  to  the  place  called  the  high  watch ;  which 
Hands  on  the  top.  This  is  one  of  the  heights  from  which  fire  fignals 
are  given :  a  pradlice  common  in  Switzerland,  on  any  extraordinary 
occafion  ;  by  Which  the  confederates  are  warned.  As  foon  as  one  fire 
is  feen,  the  next  is  lighted ;  and,  in  a  few  hours,  all  the  watch  heights 
in  Switzerland  are  in  a  blaze :  fo  that,  within  four-and-twenty  hours^ 
all  the  levies  of  the  confederates  are  under  arms.  Diligent  and  peace- 
ful as  bees,  who  extract  the  honey  from  fcattered  flowers,  thefe  noble 
people  live  among  their  mountains :  but,  no  lefs  watchful  than  the  bee, 
their  fting  for  thofe  who  difturb  their  neft  is  to  be  feared.  Whoever 
have  attacked  them,  have  repented  of  their  temerity. 

As  we  went  up  this  hill,  we  had  a  profpedl  of  the  left  fide  of  the 
lake  of  ZiiricH  ;  with  its  charming  Ihores,  from  Ziirich  to  Uffenau* 
The  lake  and  the  diftant  Reufs  were  covered  with  mifts  ;  which  thick- 
ened into  white  clouds  more  denfe  than  any  I  had  ever  feen.  On  the 
fhore  of  the  lake,  they  wete  rarefied ;  and,  being  illumined  by  the 
morning  fun,  they  reminded  me  of  the  mifts  of  Offian;  which  that 
great  fongfter  of  nature  compares  to  the  floating  locks  of  his  beautiful 
Comala.  Halfway  over  the  lake,  a  white  downy  bed  of  clouds  floated, 
as  thick  and  fhining  as  I  have  feen  the  fwelling  and  white  clouds  of  the 
Iky,  to  which  imagination  attributes  fantaftic  forms :  now  triumphant 
arches ;  now  lions  with  outftretched  jaws. 

From  the  height  on  which  we  ftood,  the  defcent  from  the  Albis  was 
fudden  and  fteep;  and  formed,  with  the  oppofite  hiU,  which  was  co- 
vered with  pine  trees,  a  beautiful  but  narrow  valley.  We  vifibly  faw, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  the  Rigi  j  which  is  the 
firft  hill  of  the  neareft  Alps,  or  the  Alps  proper,  lying  near  Kiifnacht 
Jn  the  canton  of  Schweiti.  In  the  anticnt  and  generally  received 
pbrafeology  of  Europe,.,  thofe  mountain&  which  are  eternally  covered 
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with  fnow  are  called  the  Alps :  but  not  fo  in  the  dialed  of  Switzer*- 
land  ;  where  every  hill  has  that  appellation,  oh  thfc  top  of  which  flocks 
and  herds  may  feed.  I  fhall  continue  to  u(q  this  word  in  the  laitter 
fenfe,  in  all  my  letters  from  Switzerland. 

In  my  youth,  I  faw,  from  the  fummit  of  the  Rigi,  the  fetting  of  the 
fun  over  fourteen  lakes. 

The  mountain  Pilatus,  much  higher  than  the  Rigi,  appeared  to  us 
almoft  as  near.  His  forked  rocky  back  fonAs  one  of  the  mod  canfpi- 
cuous  mountains  in  Switzerland.  I  never  recoiled  to  have  feen  it  free 
from  clouds.  Sometimes  its  head  is  ^enveloped  with  them  :  at  others, 
the  funbeams  play  upon  its  fummit ;  while  a  fingle  or  double  tloudy 
fcarf  envelops  its  breaft  and  fhoulders.  Its  top  is  g^n^ally  cloudy  ; 
from  whence  it  derives  its  name  Pileatus  from  the  Latin  word  pileus^ 
the  hat.  Its  new  and  corrupt  name  has  given  rife  to  legends  and 
fables. 

On  this  hill  is  a  little  lake  ;  whofe  wateirs,  aa  it  is  faid,  slr^  fo  light  ais 
to  makeTwimming  in  them  impoffibk.r  A  thing  that  jtoaty  fo  naturally 
be  accounted  for  has  been  afcribeito  thie>ghaft  of  ^Pilatej  Ipvfho,  f^y  )they, 
having  drowned  himfelf  here,  took  pJeafurc  in  feizidg  the  fwimmexs 
by  the  feet.  The  truth  is,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  General  PfyfFe^^, 
he  found  the  water  only  a  foot  dccpc;  and  did  not  believe  it  was  any 
where  deeper. 

It  lies  at  leaft  eleven  leagues  from  the  sAlbis.  The  glaciers  beamed 
at  a  great  diftance  ;  which  we,  miflcd  by  our  condudiors,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  mountains  of  Neufchatel :  but  General  Pfyffer  has  told  me,  who 
perhaps  is  better  acquainted  with  thefe  heights  than  any  man  in  Swit- 
zerland, that  they  are  the  glaciers  of  Savoy,  ncareftto  Geneva-  Not 
Mont  Blanc,  the  fummit  of  which,  though  the  higheft.  in  Europe,  is 
concealed  by  nearer  hills. 

We  paffed  through  a  variegated  country,  among  orchards  and  over 
plains,  till  we  came  to  Zug*  Kappei,  a  &(iall' place,  >  lay  itsk  our  way ; 
where  a  battle  was  ibaght,  in^.the  .y«ar  .i  j:3.t  ,/jbetween  the  people  of 
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Zurich  and  Schweitz  j  in  which  Zuingle,  a  zealous  patriot  and  mild 
reformer,  was  flain. 

The  fmall  town  of  Zug  gives  its  name  to  the  feventh  and  leaft  of 
the  cantons.  It  is  diftinguiflied  from  the  other  democratic  cantons,  by- 
having  a  town  :  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  others,  from  their  love  of 
freedom,  and  after  the  manner  of  the  antient  Germans,  do  not  choofe 
to  live  in  towns  furrounded  by  walls*  The  people  of  Schweitz,  Uri^ 
Unterwald,  Claris,  and  Appenzel,  have  no  towns. 

The  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  in  the  canton  of  Zug,  is  par- 
tial. There  is  a  general  affembly  of  the  town  ;  and  like  wife  the  indi- 
vidual general  aflembly  of  the  three  villages,  Baar,  Egeri,  and  Ment- 
zing.  In  thefe  four  general  affemblies,  which  are  democratic,  all 
foreign  affairs  of  war,  peace,  and  alliance,  are  determined.  Thofe 
refolutions  In  which  the  villages  are  agreed  are  likewife  binding  to 
the  town.  Should  the  affemblies  divide,  two  and  two,  the  opinion  in 
favour  of  which  the  town  declares  prevails. 

The  Ammann,  who  is  not  here,  as  in  the  other  fmall  cantons,  called 
Landammann,  is  chofen  in  the  town  j  not  by  the  affembly,  but  by  forty 
counfellors.  To  thifr  council  the  town  fends  thirteen  deputies  j  and 
each  of  the  three  villages  nine.  It  is  a  Handing  rule  that  the  Ammana 
muft  be  a  native  of  the  town,  or  of  one  of  the  villages*  If  of  the  town,, 
he  holds  his  office  three  years ;  if  from  a  village,  only  two  years. 
The  council  of  forty  likewife  appoint  the  high  bailiffs  j  who  govern 
thofe  villages  that  have  no  fhare  in  the  public  adminiftration  of  affairs- 
The  fubjedts  of  the  ftate,  except  fome  fmall  taxes  to  the  high  bailiff,, 
pay  only  the  church  ty  thes :  like  the  Angebdrigcn  *  of  Berne  and  Zu- 
rich. I  fay  the  Angehorigen  :  for  the  citizens  of  Berne  and  Ziirich  be* 
gin  to  rejeft  the  odious  name  of  Untertbanen  f ,  and  affume  the  milder 
appellation  Angehorigen.  That  the  Angehorigen  of  the  ariftocratical 
cantons,  efpecially  of  Ziirich  and  Berne,  enjoy  a  more  calm  freedonii 

♦  Belonging  to»  f  SubjeQd» 
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and  a  better  adminiftration  of  juftice  than  the  Unterthanen  of  the  de- 
mocratic cantons  is  an  undoubted  truth.  This  is  clearly  manifefted  in 
the  bailiwicks  which  belong  to  the  eight  old  cantons  ;  or  to  all  .the 
twelve  in  common :  for  as  to  the  thirteenth  canton,  Appenzel,  it.  has 
no  Unterthanen.  The  general  bailiwicks  are  governed  by  high  bai* 
lifFs  ;  who  continue  in  office  fix  years,  and  who  are  alternately  chofen 
by  the  cantons.  Complaints  are  feldom  made  againft  the  bailiffs  of  the 
ariftocratic  cantons,  though  frequently  againft  the  democratic,  at  thq 
general  affembly  of  Frauenfeld. 

The  people  of  Zug  are  held  ito  be  the  moft  reftlefs  of  Switzerland. 
Their  general  affemblies  are  often  tempeftuous,  though  feldom  ftained 
with  the  blood  of  their  citizens. 

This  town  is  built  under  a  mountain,  and  on  the  north  eaft  Ade  of 
a  lake ;  both  bearing  the  fame  name.  The  lake  is  four  leagues  long, 
and  one  broad.  Its  fituation,  between  the  Alps  and  other  high  moun- 
tains, is  inexpreffibly  beautiful.  The  Rigi  and  the  Pilatus  appear  to  lie 
on  its  very  ftiore.  The  country  is  rich  in  pafturage ;  and  the  meadows 
are  as  beautiful  as  any  in  Switzerland.  On  one  lide  of  the  lake,  there 
is  a  grove  of  fine  chefnut  trees.  The  people  of  Zug,  and  moft  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fmall  cantons,  when  the  harveft  among  the  moun- 
tains fails,  generally  ufe  fern  in  winter  inftead  of  ftraw.  1  have  heard 
experienced  farmers  of  the  canton  of  Berne  maintain  that  the  manure 
of  fern  is  better  than  that  of  ftraw.  If  this  affertion  be  true,  it  may  fo 
happen  either  from  the  nature  of  the  foil  or  of  the  fern  of  thefe  parts. 
With  us,  fern  is  only  ufed  in  cafes  of  neceffity. 

The  wine  of  the  canton  of  Zug  is  very  acid  ;  while  that  of  Zurich 
is  both  mild  and  powerful. 

The  cantons  of  Zug  and  Lucerne  have  plenty  of  va^ous  kinds  of 
ftone  fruit,  as  well  as  walnuts,  and  chefnuts.  The  fine  growth  of  the 
chefnut  tree,  which  delights  in  a  mild  climate,  verifies  the  cooling 
influence  which  is  afcribed  to  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and  to  their 
fituation  befide  the  lake.  The  cantoixof  Lucerne  is  uncommonly  fer- 
tile. 
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-tile.  Tlie  lAeadowd  and  Wpods,  in  'which  I  faw  the  beech  as  high  and 
flexible  as  in  Holftein  and  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  the  duchy  of  Slefwick^ 
are  now  as  green  and  frefh  as  in  fpring.  The  fertility  of  the  foil,  the 
-mildnefs  of  the  climate,  the  gentle  breezes  from  the  hills,  and  the  fre- 
quent morning  mifts,  maintain  this  frefhnefs  longer  here  than  in  the 
north  of  Germany  ;.  and  among  our  ftiU  more  northern  neighbours  j 
where  fometimes  the  night  frofts,  and  at  others  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
long  fummer'sday,  together  with  unfriendly  ftorms,  impart  a  more  dark 
and  lefs  lovely  verdure.  We  every  where  beheld  fruitful  valleys, 
clothed  with  luxuriant  herbage,  and  various  flowers.  Before  us  flood 
ihe  Rigi,  and  the  Pilatus ;  the  delightful  Reufs  flowed  on  our  right* 
How  different  is  it  here,  where  its  broad  waters  roll  through  pleafant 
vales,  to  that  boifterous  impetuous  Reufs  which  precipitates  its  thun« 
dering  ftream  from  the  Gothard,  beneath  the  Devil's  bridge  ! 

We  have  often  laughed,  you  know,  at  French  travellers ;  who  give 
their  readers  a  defcription  of  every  meal  they  make :  but  you  will 
fcarcely  accufe  me  of  this  fault,  though  I  fliould  tell  you  that  we  made 
a  halt  on  the  verdant  banks  of  the  Reufs  ;  and,  fitting  under  the  fliade 
of  overhanging  orchards,  with  the  lofty  Pilatus  in  view,  ate  milk, 
brought  by  kind  and  beautiful  girls.  The  people  of  Zug  and  Lucerne 
are  very  handfome,  both  in  face  and  form.  What  our  old  poet,  Walter, 
has  faid  of  Grermans  in  general  is  particularly  applicable  to  our  bro- 
thers of  mofl:  of  the  cantons  amcmg  the  AIps» 

Der  deutfche  mann  id  wohlgezogen, 
Und  wohlgethan  das  deutfche  wcib  • ! 

Freedom  and  opennefs  of  manners  chara^erize  this  lioble  and  beau- 
tiful people  ;  who,  among  their  mountains,  friendly^  dignified,  and  un« 
affefted,  exercife  that  virtue,  which  the  Romans  andf  Greeks  fuppofed 
Was  only  to  be  found  in  cities ;  and  which  they  called  urbanity :  aT^ioTnu 

•  The  Germaa  maa  k  well-limbed  \  ("well  built  \)  and  well  formed  the  German  woman. 
Vol.  I.  M  and 
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and  urbanitas :  and  which  we,  having  aplfhly  imitated,   have  irovck 
courts  called  court efy*.     The  unenflaved  fhepherds  are  free  in  their 
advances ;  becaufe  they  cannot  fufpeft,  where  there  is  nothing  to'fean 
They  approach  with  a  grace  ;  for,  as  they  want  for  nothing,  they  afk 
for  nothing.    They  love,  and  are  beloved  by,  ftrangers.     Perhaps  they 
love  them  becaufe  they  have  a  feeling  of  their  own  fuperiority,  and 
are  flattered  by  the  frequent  vifits  of  travellers  ;  who  come  among  them 
that  they  may  contemplate  the  grandeur  of  nature,  and  the  freemen  of 
Bwitzerland*     That  landlords  and  guides,  who  live  by  ftrangers,  ftiould 
covet  the  money  of  ftrangers  is  a  thing  to  be  expe<Sted :  but  he  who 
accufes  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland  of  this  vice  has  had  no  inter- 
courfe  with  the  people  of  the  towns  or  the  country.  He  has  not  eaten 
m  the  cabins  of  the  limple  fliepherds  of  the  Alps,  nor  flept  under  the 
flat  roofs  of  their  huts,  on  the  fragrant  hay,  more  ibundly  than  on  beds 
ef  down.  Such  travellers  have  forborne  to  blufti,  with  the  dignity  of  feel- 
uig,  when  their  friendly  hoft  has  refufed  to  accept  money  for  his  hofpita-- 
lity ;  or^  at  the  utmoft,  would-receive  nothing  from  a  ftranger,  except 
dr  roll  of  tobacco*     This  hofpitality  I  ihall  never  forget.    I  experienced 
it  in  my  firjft  journey  among  the  Swifs,  and.  the  Grifons  j.  and  know 
where  again  to  look  for  that  humanity,  whicll  originates  in.  a  delicate 
ienfe  of  what  is  noble  and*  what  is  ignoble*. 

The  countries  through  which-  we  contiioued;  our  journey  were 
delightful;  and  we  arrived  at  Lucerne  as.  the  mgbt  was  fetting 
in. 

On  the  morning  of  the  roth,  we  went  upon,  the  gieat  bridge  over 
the  Reufs ;  which  is  near  its  jun£tioa  with  the  lake.  It  is  covered  at 
the  top,  after  the  manner  of  the  country,  but.open  at.  its  fides.  Htre 
are  numterous  profpefts,  fupremely^  beautiful;  In  my  opinion,  no  town; 
in  Switzerland  is  fo  charmingly  fituated  ad  JUnQBfiie*     Lovely  hills^. 

♦  A  note  18  omitted  relative  to  tHe  Gcraian  and  French  ufc  of  the  words  StadtHchkeit 

2X]d£Soutitoifi^  bs6aiiieit.wottU.bejiaiatfefafting.aii4.Mtiiraryi  i^  an  ^glift 
readcf.    T. 
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mingled  with  groves  of  pliie,  and  other  trees,  overlook  the  town,  and 
the  neighbouring  (hore  of  the  lake  of  the  four  Walftadte.  Behind  thefc 
hills,  the  Alps  are  feen*  J  arid  beyond  them  more  diftant'  and  higher 
mountains,  rifmg  to  the  clouds.  The  Reufs  pours  its  waters  into  the 
lake,  t^ith  its  accuftomed  impetuofity*  It  is  navigable  ;  and,  by  means 
of  the  Aar,  maintains  a  trade  between  Baden  and  Switzeriand ;  fo 
paffing  to  the  Rhine  ;  and  might  open  a  more  valuable  intercourfe 
with  Holland.  Befide,  thciieareft  road  to  Italy  is  over  the  Gothard  ; 
the  foot  of  which  ftretches  almoft  as  far  as  Altorf,  in  the  canton  of  Uri, 
on  the  fouth  (hore  of  the  lake*  But  the  canton  of  Lucerne,  like  moft  of 
the  catholic  cantons,  is  deficient  in  induftry.  From  its  fituatlon, 
which  is  much  more  convenient  than  that  df  Ziirich,  and  from  thofe 
advantages  which  are  denied  Geneva  by  its  jealous  neighbours,  Ltrcerne 
might  be  the  firft  commercial  town  of  Switzerland.  Yet  what  compa-' 
Tifon  is  there  between  the  inconfiderable  trade  of  Lucerne  and  that  of 
Ziirich  or  Geneva  ? 

Its  product,  in  corn,  is  more  than  fufficient  for  its  owii  confump- 
tion :  but,  at  the  peace  of  171 2,  when  it  had  required  aid  from  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Unterwald,  againft  the  proteftant  cantons,  it  bound  itfelf 
ever  afterward  to  fell  corn  to  the  burghers  of  thefe  cantons  at  the  price 
paid  by  its  own  citizens.  This  convention  is  in  itfelf  good  ;  and  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  the  confederacy.  Brothers  ought  not  to  depend  on 
the  caprice  of  brothers,  for  that  which  is  neceflary  for  their  exiftence. 
But  it  was  weak  of  thefe  people,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  induced'  by 
threats  to  promife  nfever  to  fortify  their  toWn,  It  is  excellent  for  a 
free  people,  like  thofe  of  antient  Sparf  a  and  of  thefe  fmall  cantons,  to 
difdain  the  fafeguard  of  walls;  for  a  rule  fo  darings  and  fo  dignified, 
gives  life  andr  fecurity  to-fipcedom :  but,  when  a  town  forbears  to  build 
walls  becaafe  it  is  menaoed,  it  willapfiear  that  it  ha&  need  of  them. 

This  ftipulation  was  made  in!  an  uhlucky  hour,  perhaps  by  an  unen- 
lightened^ govemmeiit;  and  it  may  be  afked  whether  any  promife  can* 
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be  binding  on  a  people^  the  evident  tendency  of  which  ia  their  political 
injury  ? 

Perhaps  it  was  this,  though  degrading,  yet,  honourable  obiervance 
of  old  engagements,  which  fo  long  held  the  people  of  Lucerne  depend- 
ant on  Auftria,  They  waged,  in  behalf  of  their  oppreffors^  and  with- 
out receiving,  any  aid  from  them^  a  ruinous  war  againft  the  cantons  of 
Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Unterwald  j  which  war  not  only  deftroyed  their  trade 
but  involved  them  in  infupportable  expences^  Of  old  and  often  has  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  incurred  the  reproach  of  forfeiting  its  engagements^, 
when  they  were  moft  indifpenfible.  Lucerne,}uftly  ofFendeid,renouaiced 
an  ally  that,  though  very  cxpenfive,  afforded  no  aid  j  and^  io  the  year 
1352,  united  itfelf  with  the  other  confederates ;  and,  by  its  courage  and 
love  of  freedom,  (hewed  itfelf  worthy  of  that  noble  alliance  which  vir- 
tuous nations  form  with  each  othen 

The  deeds  of  their  anceftors  are  painted  on  the  great  bridge ;  and,., 
poor  as  the  pictures  are,  they  gave  me  pleafure.  They  muft  not  be 
confidered  as  works  of  art ;  but,  as  records  of  memorable  ads,  are 
highly  honourable  ;  for  they-  nurture  a  glowing  love  of  freedom.  T 
might  reply  to  any  unfeafonahle critic  in  the  words  of  Shakfpeare  j  when 
the  courtiers,  in  theMidfummer  Night's  Dreamy  were  defpifing  the  rude . 
dialogue  of  Moonfhihe  and  Wall ;.  and  when  Thefeus  made  them  this  . 

remarkable  anfwer "  The  beft  of  this  kind,  are  but  Ihadows  ;.and 

the  worft  of  themarc  not  worfe,  if  imagination  amend  them.'* 

Gn  a  lefs  bridge,  over  the  Reufs,  wliich  lies  at  a  greater  diftance>  are: 
paintings  that  bear  fomerefemblance  to  Holbein's  Dance  of  Death  ;  as  it 
may  be  feen  in  Bafle,  and  Lubeck.     It  was  the  old  German  cuftom  to.  1 
mingle  the  moft  ferious  fubjeds  and  the  im^  ludicrous  vagaries; 

From  this  place  we  went  to  vifit  General  Pfyffer ;  a  lieutenant-  - 
general  in  the  French  fervice,  and  a  native  of.  Lucerne ; .  who  has  em-*- 
plbyed  twenty  years  upon  a  model  of  Switzerland..    He  has  worked 
jfrom.  hiS'Own  town  as  froma  ceatre  j  for  it  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of/ 
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tRe  country.     He  undertook  his  work  with  intelligence  ;  and  has  conti-^ 
nued  it  with  admirable  dexterity,  and  fortitude.   This  model,  the  (ize  of 
which  is  vaft,  contains  two  hundred  and  twenty  fquare  leagues.     Hills 
and  valleys  keep  their  due  place,  and  proportion ;  and  we  are  amazed  to  • 
find  that  the  Albis,  which  we  had  fuppofed  fo  large  a  mountain,  com- 
pared to  the  Rigi  was  quite  infignificant :  that  this  again  is  trifling  to 
the  Pilatus;  and  that  the  Pilatus  itfelf  is  much  inferior  to  the  ridge  of 
Glaciers,  which  with  their  lofty  heads  ftretch  from  the  Krifpalt,  where 
the  Rhine  takes  its  rife,  and  extend  to  the  mountains  of  Savoy.     Thefe 
laft  are  not  in  the  model ;  but  the  Krifpalt  is ;   and  a  part  of  the  Go- 
tbard,  which  is  by  no  means  fo  lofty.     Each  high  road,  each  foot  path 
that  leads  over  the  mountains,  each  waterfall,  river,  and  bridge,  each* 
town  and  village,  nay  every  houfe  has  its  place  in  the  model.     The 
difference  between. pine  forefts  and  other  woods  is  even  diftinguiih-*- 
able; 

The  diflSculties  he  has  encountered  may  eafily  be  imagined,  where  ^ 
every  hill  and  valley  is  accurately  laid  down,  and  where  a  fmgle  rock, 
era  hedgcj  will  often  take  him  as  much  time  as  a  mountain  ;  ora  foreft. 
Thefe   diflSculties  were  ihcreafed  by  the- jealoufy  of  the- little' can-- 
tons,  in  behalf  of  their  freedom  r  for  they  often  interrupted  and  pre- 
vented him,  from  the  fear  that  his  plans  might  be  ufeful  to  an  enemy.' 
Many  of  them  therefore  were  taken  by  moonlight;      Valleys   and^ 
mountains,  which  had  been  fuppofed  impaffable,  were  vifited  by  this- 
indefatigable  man ;  who  was  above  fifty  years  old  when  he  began  the  ^ 
work.     His  induftry  arid  art  are  alike  confpicuous.     His  material  is 
maflic,  to  whixrh  he  gives  the  natural  colours  of  objeds.     I  fuppofed' 
that  his  pines  were  made  out  of  Jcoria:  he  fmiled,   went  into  his  cabl-^ 
net,  and  came  back  with  a  cotton  nightcap  on  his  head  that  was  rough' 
and  downy.     "  With  down  like  this,"   faid  he,   "  which  1  coat  with ; 
maftic,  I  make  the  forefts  of  pine  that  you  perceive.'*^ 

On  that  fide  where  he  has  placed  his  fouthern  mountains,  he  has 
ered:ed<a  fmall  fcaffold,  at  a  diftance ;  which  he  afcends  by  fteps.  -  Ftorn  ^ 
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this,  a  view  of  the  whole  work  may  beft  be  taken.  Here  I  beheld^  in 
miniature,  what  I  had  formerly  feen  from  the  Hochwang:  (a  mountain 
in  the  country  of  the  Grifons :)  the  mountains  of  Tyrol  on  the  right, 
the  Gothard  on  the  left,  and  between  them  numberlefs  mountain  tops 
that  filled  up  the  fpacious  interval. 

He  likewife  (hewed  us  a  pifture  of  Henry  IV  of  France,  on  horfe- 
back,  painted  on  canvas  ;  which  had  been  found  in  the  Reufs,  in  which 
river  it  had  probably  long  been  buried.  During  eight  days  that  it  was 
drying,  an  almoft  infupportable  ftench  exhaled  from  it ;  yet  the  colours 
are  not  wholly  gone.  The  date  marked  on  it  is  i6oi.  Henry  is 
painted  with  the  armour  which  he  prefented  to  the  people  of  Soleure, 
and  which  they  ftill  keep  in  their  armoury. 

General  PfyfFer  is  a  pleafant,  animated,  old  man ;  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age.  He  informed  us  of  the  nature  of  the  Rigi ;  which  appears  to 
confift  wholly  of  little  flints.  Thefe,  it  is  fuppofed,  have  been  wafhed 
by  fome  great  floods,  probably  the  deluge,  from  fuperior  mountains ; 
and  may  have  formed  the  Rigi.  Petrified  mufcles  are  found  on  the 
Pilatus  ;  as  they  arc  upon  fo  many  other  mountains  ;  where  we  like- 
wife  often  find  the  forms  and  impreflions  of  various  fifh  in  ftone. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  made  a  trip  on  the  lake  to  Stansftadt ;  in  the 
canton  of  Unterwald.  From  the  (hore  we  faw  the  Alps  proper.  Mod 
of  them  were  loaded  above  with  pines  ;  and  below  with  various  green 
trees.  The  herdfmen  feed  their  cattle  on  the  tops  of  thefe  mountains ; 
during  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  In  fpring,  and  autumn,  they  graze 
on  leflfer  heights  ;  or  in  valleys.  Their  cabins  upon  the  Alps  are  called 
Sennhiitten  ;  and  a  herdfman  with  his  family,  flock,  and  hut,  a  Sen- 
nerrey^  Here  they  make  their  cheefe,  and  butter ;  which,  at  the  end  of 
ihe  wepk,  they  bring  to  fell  among  the  villages. 

Trees  of  walnut  and  various  fruits  are  planted  on  the  fhores  of  the 
lake.  On  the  fides  of  the  hills,  fmall  beech  trees  grow  among  the  fteep 
faliant  rocks  ;  and,  from  the  cliflfs  of  thefe,  tall  pines  rife,  or  hanging 
woo(ji9 :  while  country  feat8>  and  houfcs  difperfed,  give  th?  fbreiground 

a  variety 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERO.  t^ 

a  variety  the  pleafure  of  which  is  greatly  heightened  by  the  towering 
prefence  of  the  Alps.  On  thefe  mountains,  the  dun  verdure  of  pine 
fbrefts  is  intermingled  with  plats  of  emerald  green ;  which,  by  the 
mild  refledion  of  the  morning  and  evening  horizon,  produce  a  peculiar 
effed  on  the  eye*  The  Pilatus,  the  Rigi,  and  the  Biirgenberg,  rife  one 
above  the  other ;  and  beyond  them  lofty  mountains  ftill  more  gigantic. 
We  landed  at  Stansftadt,  a  fmall  village  of  Unterwald,  half  a  league 
frorti  Stanz  ;  which  is  the  chief  place  of  the  canton.  Men,  women, 
and  children,  came  round  us ;  and  handed  us  on  fhore,  as  if  we  had 
been  known  and  expeded  guefts. 

Unterwald  is  divided  into  two  communities  ;  which  are  called  Ober— 
wald,  and  Unterwald.     Each  has  its  landammann,  its  council,  and  its 
general  aflembly;  but,  in  the  general  affairs  of  the  thirteen  cantons, 
they  form  only  one  canton. 

Of  all  the  people  of  Switzerland,  thofe*  of  Unterwald  are  perhaps 
ihoft  honoured  and  loved  by  the  other  cantons :  for,  to  the  courage  and 
zeal  for  liberty  difplayed  by  Arnold  von  Melchtahl,  they  join  the  amia- 
ble concord  and  fimplicity  of  their  no  lefs  great  countryman  Nicholas 
Vori  der  Fliie. 

This  worthy  man  had  lived  twenty  years  a  hermit,  ferving  God  in 
calm  retirement,  when,  toward  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
people  of  Freiburg  and  Sbleure  were  accepted  a^  part  of  the  confederate 
cantons.     This  was  vef y  agreeable  to  the  ariftocratic  cantons  ;  but  not 
to  the  democratic  :  who,  dreading  the  increafe  of  power  of  the  former, ', 
had  nearly  involved  the  whole  in  a  dangerous  conteft.     An  aflfembly 
of  the  deputies  of  the  confederates  was  held  atStanr  ;-and  was'  very 
tempeftuous.     A  clergyman  of  Stanz  went  to  Nicholas  von  der  FliJ^^ 
(that' is  of  the  rocks)    and  entreated  him  to  conie  and  appeafd  tlifeir 
violence*      He  came,  reminded  them  of-   their   commori   vlaories,, 
which   facred  coticofd   only  had'  obtained   for   them,    moved   them) 
by  his^  eloquence^  quieted  the  apprehenfions  of  the-  dtei(Jcrafs,  per-- 
fuadfed  them  to  accept  Freibuarg  andSoleure  amoiigthe  corifetierate 
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cantons,  and,  having  feen  them  all  mingle  and  embrace  as  brothers,  he 
returned  to  hi*  hermitage  ;  blefling  God,  and  blefled  by  the  people  he 
had  ferved.  His  memory  is  revered  in  Unterwald.  They  regard  him 
as  their  faint;  and  every  child  can  relate  ibmethingof  brother  Klaus: 
for  that  is  the  name  by  which  he  is  familiarly  known. 

Beyond  Stansftadt,  lies  a  fruitful  vale  of  meadows,  furrounded  by 
hills,  which,  after  the  manner  of  the  country,  is  planted  with  walnut 
trees  j  the  largeft  I  have  ev^r  feen.  The  vicinity  of  a  rocky  hill,  covered 
with  leafy  trees,  enticed  us  to  its  (hade  i  where  my  fon  difcovered  a 
waterfall,  to  which  we  went.  Down  this  overhanging  mofly  rock  the 
water,  in  various  ftreams,  hurries  ;  and,  falling  upon  a  jutting  ftone,  rolls 
afterward  foaming  among  the  flints  into  a  deep  valley. 

On  this  part  of  the  hill  is  a  rocky  cavity,  hung  round  with  brufli- 
wood.  We  climbed  up  the  rock,  till  we  could  touch  the  water  as  it 
was  defcending  through  the  air.  Here  we  difcovered  a  cliff,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  formed  by  nature  for  a  mod  delightful  hermitage* 
The  entrance,  which  is  fufficiently  large,  is  overhung  with  bufhes  :  and^ 
when  within,  the  waterfall,  the  whole  of  the  mountain  Pilatus,  and 
through  a  fmall  opening  fideway  the  horizon,  may  be  feen.  If  man 
would  enjoy  the  earth,  he  muft  be  able  to  look  up  to  heaven.  This 
cave  is  wild,  and  bold.  Here  and  there,  the  linden  tree  finds  a  place 
among  niches  and  cliffs ;  while  its  bending  branches  hang  much  lower 
than  its  roots*  I  never  remember  to  have  feen  a  place  that  I  contem« 
plated  with  more  pleafure,  or  left  with  more  regret. 

On  our  return,  we  occafionally  met  a  man  or  a  woman  ;  who  accoft- 
ed  us  as  they  came  up,  and  converfed  in  the  moft  unaffeflied  friendly 
manner. 

We  returned  to  our  veffel ;  and  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  twi- 
light of  the  diftant  hills  began  to  brighten  j  and,  above  the  dark  pines  of 
the  Biirgenberg  of  Unterwald,  the  moon  was  feen  rifmg.  You  are 
acquainted  with  the  tender  effed  produced,  on  land  and  water,  by  her 
light  j  but  you  muft  have  feen  her  among  mountains  like  thefci  where, 
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even  during  her  abfence,  the  varieties  of  fhadow  among  the  hills  and 
valleys  produce  an  ever  variable  fcene,  to  have  had  a  full  conception  of 
her  power.  The  fky,  and  the  mountain  Pilatus,  were  cloudlefs,  and  the 
moon  gradually  reproduced  the  diftant  mountains  and  the  lake,  which 
had  difappeared  at  the  clofe  of  day.  The  bells,  round  the  necks  of 
cattle,  were  heard  from  the  Alps  :  founds  that  give  peculiar  pleafure  to 
their  inhabitants.  They  are  the  only  harmlefs  luxury  of  a  people 
among  whom  luxury  is  unknown.  Many  a  favourite  cow  bears  a 
large  bell  about  her  neck ;  which  often  is  worth  twice  as  much  as  her* 
felf,  and  which  often  has  been  the  ornament  of  the  fucceffive  herd. 
Thefe  bells  are  neceflary ;  for,  when  a  fmgle  cow  or  a  whole  herd  fhall 
have  ftrayed,  by  their  found  they  are  not  only  recovered  by  the  herdf- 
man,  but  they  find  each  other. 

The  fhore,  between  Stansftadt  and  Lucerne,  is  variegated  with  fmall 
beech  trees,  jutting  little  bills,  and  bold  rocks,  that  catch  the  eye.  Shrubs 
are  fcattered  among  the  cliffs ;  and  pinefucceedsto  pine,  bearing  their  tops 
toward  the  clouds.  Can  you  not  form  to  yourfelf  fome  faint  idea  of  the 
delightful  fpedlacle,  which  thefe  objects,  the  moon,  and  the  lake  afforded? 

We  have  devoted  to-day  and  yefterday  to  a  furvey  of  the  beautiful 
lake,  and  its  fhore.  The  fame  fine  weather  which  hitherto  has  accom- 
panied us  on  our  journey  was  our  attendant  over  the  lake,  on  our  vifit 
to  the  faint  of  Switzerland.  As  I  fhall  often  have  occafion  to  mention 
William  Tell  in  thefe  letters,  I  will  give  you  his  hiflory  in  a  few  words. 

Gefsler,  the  Auflrian  governor,  who  lived  at  Kiifnacht  in  the  canton 
of  Schweitz,  in  order  to  break  the  independent  fpirit  of  the  people  of 
Uri,  had  hung  his  hat  upon  a  lance,  at  Altorf ;  and  had  given  orders 
that  all  who  paffed  it  fhould  be  uncovered,  in  token  of  fubjeftion. 
William  Tell,  an  inhabitant  of  Schacherthals  near  Altorf,  paffed  the 
hat,  and  omitted  the  ceremony.  When  Gefsler  came  to  Altorf,  to  hold 
a  court  of  juftice  for  the  canton  of  Url,  complaints  were  lodged  againft 
Tell  for  difobedience.  The  accufed  boldly  declared  he  would  not  bow 
to  a  hat  without  a  head.     The  governor,  or  Zwingberr^f  for  this  was 

♦  Zwing  is  to  force :  hcrr  is  lord.    T* 
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the  fignificant  title  given  by  the  people  of  Switzerland  to  the  Auftrian 
governor,  condemned  Tell  to  Ihoot  an  apple  from  the  head  of  his  fon. 
Thus  compelled,  Tell  brought  his  fon,  refolutely  took  aim,  hit  the  ap- 
ple, and  did  not  hurt  the  boy.  Being  afked  by  the  governor  why  he  had 
brought  another  arrow,  he  at  firft  alleged  the  ufe  of  arms  as  his  reafon  j 
but,  being  prefled,  he  replied  :  "  Had  I  ftruck  my  child,  I  would  have 
buried  this  in  your  heart.'* 

The  governor  put  him  in  fetters ;  and  took  him  on  board  his  boat, 
to  bring  him  to  Kiifnacht.  A  ftormcame  on,  and  the  boatmen  expe£led 
to  be  loft,  unlefs  Tell,  who  was  an  excellent  pilot,  would  fteer :  for  the 
deep  ihores  of  thefe  lakes  have  few  landing  places  ;  and  ftorms,  coming 
from  the  mountains,  are  fudden  and  often  dangerous.  Tell  was  releafed, 
and  put  to  the  helm.  While  fteering,  he  thought  of  the  means  of 
efcape.  As  he  approached  the  Ihore,  he  perceived  a  projefting  ftone, 
on  which  he  leapt,  and  with  his  foot  pufhed  the  boat  back  to  the  lake; 
then,  taking  an  unfrequented  path,  he  haftened  to  Kiifnacht.  Gefsler 
likewifecame  there  j  and  mounted  his  horfe,  to  ride  to  his  caftle.  Tell^ 
in  ambufh,  waylaid  him ;  and  Ihot  him  from  his  horfe. 

We  intended  to  pafs  along  the  lake  as  far  as  Fliiele :  but  we  firft:  viftt* 
cd  Kiifnacht  J  the  place  where  the  ZwingberritW." 

We  proceeded  along  a  fertile,  mild,  rifing  ftiore  on  the  north  of  the. 
lake  ;  where  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lucerne  have  pleafant  country 
houfes.  We  faw  the  ruins  of  a  hunting  caftle  of  the  ancient  Counts  oi 
Habiburg :  for  this  i&  the  name  it  bears,  after  its  former  pofteftbrs ; 
though  this  family  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria* 
It  lies  near  Schinznach,  in  the  canton  of  Berne.  Immediately  after- 
ward^ we  perceived,  behind  two  fmall  infulated  rocks,  one  decwated 
with  a  crofd  the  other  with  a  chapel,  the  little  ifland  of  Altftadt ;  where» 
near  the  remains  of  a  granary,  the  Abbe  Raynal  had  proje&ed  to  ere£k 
an  obeliik,  with  a  Latin  infcription,  to  the  memory  of  the  three  great 
men,  who  firft  bound  themfelves  by  oath  to  the  caufe  of  freedom.  The 
place  where  this  confederacy  began  is  in  the  canton  of  Uri.  I  ihall  fay 
more  of  it  hereafterc    Raynal^  by  the  iixtermiifioA  of  the  Landammann, 
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Minter,  in  the  yeaf  1780,  endeavoured  to  gain  permiffion  of  the  can- 
ton to  eredt  his  monument :  but  the  'wary  people  of  Uri  fhewed  no  in- 
clination to  grant  his  requeft* 

"  It  was  their  opinion,"  faid  a  Swifs  writer,  "  that  there  never  will 
**4>e  any  occafion  for  a  monument  of  ftone,  while  the  confederates 
"  fhall  think  as  they  dp  at  prefent ;  and  while  every  Swifs,  the  firft  time 
**  he  fliall  fail  paft  Grutlin,  and,  landing,  fhall  be  fliewn  the  honour- 
•*  able  place  where  the  freedom  of  Switzerland  was  planned,  (hall  blefs 
**^his  anceftors,  thank  his  God,  congratulate  himfelf,  and  feel  that  he  is 
**  free.  And,  fhould  our  defendants  forget  thefe  feelings,  which  we 
"  hope  they  never  will,  fuch  a  monument  would  be  as  ufelefs,  to  the 
**  confederates,  as, .  in  the  decline  of  the  republic,  the  monuments  of 
"  Rome  were  to  the  enflaved  Romans  *." 

Not  perceiving  in  the  anfwer  any  pofitive  refufal,  the  Abbe  perfifted 
in  his  defign :  but,  finding  fome  trouble  with  the  proprietor  of  the  fpot 
where  he  intended  to  eredl:  his  obelifk,  he  fixed  upon  another  clofe  by, 
called  Trcib.  Offended  at  the  people  of  Uri,  he  aiked  and  obtained 
permiffion  of  the  government  of  Lucerne  to  erefl:  his  monument  on 
the  little  ifland  where  it  (lands.  It  is  a  fmall  infignificant  obelifk  ;  and 
its  appearance  is  the  more  paltry  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gra- 
nary. Such  a  monument,  with  its  Latin  infcriptioui  may  indeed  bear 
as  much  proportion  to  the  event  it  is  meant  to  celebrate  as  the  Abbe 
himfelf  to  the  three  heroes,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  a  government 
which,  for  five  hundred  years,  has  been  a  bleffing  to  the  people  that  en- 
joy it,  and  an  honour  to  the  human  racef . 

We  landed  at  Kiifnacht,  and  walked  to  the  ftreet  which  is  called  the 
HohlengafTe  ;  which  is  the  narrow  way  through  which  the  governor 
rode.  They  fhewed  us  the  place  where  Tell  ftood  when  he  fhot  him. 
A  chapel  is  built  over  the  fpot  where  Gefsler  fell ;  in  which  a  folemn 
mafs  is  annually  performed.     Over  the  entrance  are  thefe  lines  : 

♦  Schweitzer  mufeum:  t.  J.  1783. 

t  The  Baron  is  a  truly  liberal  minded  man,  fometimes :  *6$  pity  be  if  not  fo  always.  T. 
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Hicr  ift  Gefslers  hochmut  vom  TcU  erfchoflea, 
Und  der  Schwyzer  edle  freihett  entfproflen  i 
Wic  lang  wird  abcr  folche  wahren  ? 
Noch  lang  wenn  wir  die  alte  waren  *• 

Such  is  the  reverence  for  their  anceftors,  fuch  the  caution^  fuch  the 
facred  fpirit  of  freedom,  which  charaderize  thefe  happy  people. 

We  yifited  the  ruins  of  the  tower  of  the  Zwingherr ;  which  ftill  are 
ftanding.  Before  we  arrived,  we  faw,  from  a  fmall  eminence,  on  one 
fide  the  lake  and  the  hill  of  Zug,  and  on  the  other  the  Rigi,  and  the 
lake  of  the  four  Walftadte.  Kiifnacht  is  a  bailiwick,  fubjed:  to  the  can- 
ton of  Schweitz  ;  and  is  inhabited  by  many  of  the  democratic  peafants 
of  that  canton. 

We  again  took  boat.  The  green  waves  of  the  lake  were  as  clear  as 
cryftal,  and  we  could  fee  fome  fathoms  deep  through  its  emerald  waters, 
quite  to  the  bottom*  The  depth  in  many  parts  is  extraordinary ;  and, 
according  to  the  account  of  our  boatman,  frequently  as  much  as  fix 
hundred  fathoms,  between  Brunnen  and  Altorf.  It  is  generally  over- 
looked by  the  Alps  ;  which  are  loaded  with  the  beech,  the  chefnut,  the 
pine,  and  other  green  trees  j  fome  growing  on  the  fummit,  others  on  the 
fide.  Here  and  there  a  houfe  is  feen.  At  one  time,  a  narrow  foot  path 
winds  befide  the  lake :  at  another,  the  rocky  foot  of  the  mountains 
ftretches  out,  and  finks  perpendicularly  into  the  deep :  the  ever  ver- 
dant paftures  of  the  mountains  intermingle  with  the  dark  green  of  the 
pine.  Here  ftands  a  herdfman's  fennerey  ;  and  there,  between  rocks, 
a  hermit's  folitary  habitation.  On  the  daring  and  tremendous  clif^ 
houfes,  and  often  churches,  which  feem  to  be  inacceffible,  are  built. 
The  imagination  fcarcely  can  conceive  there  is  fafety  for  men,  on  thefe 
bold  proje<aing  crags :  nor  can  we  but  tremble,  left  children,  if  they 
fet  foot  out  of  doors,  fhould  tumble  headlong  into  the  lake.  Yet  conti- 
nually whole  villages  hang,  as  it  were,  between  the  rocks  and  the  lake. 

*  Here  the  arrogant  Gefsler  was  fliot  by  Tell : 
And  the  noble  freedom  of  Switzerland  took  birth. 
But  how  long  will  it  endure  ? 
For  everj,  did  wc  but  refemble  our  forefathers. 
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The  fpircs  of  churches,  which  in  open  countries  would  be  feen  to  a  great 
diftance,  regarded  from  the  lake,  appear  as  infignificant  as  fo  many  nine- 
pins,  Flint  ftones  mark  the  paflage  of  the  fnow  rivulets  ;  which  ru(h 
down  during  the  fpring,  but  of  which  natural  beauty  we  muft  now  be 
deprived.  The  monftrous  crags,  down  which  they  hurry,  and  on 
whofe  leafy  tops  the  Sorbus^  with  its  red  berries,  nods  its  head,  denote 
their  impetuofity. 

Higher  mountains,  with   their  bold  round  backs,  rife  behind  the 
Alps :  and  every  where,  from  the  middle  of  the  lake,  profpcdls  equally 
.aftonifliing  are   feen.     The  eye  frequently  catches  a  glimpfe  of  the 
diftant  glaciers,  though  concealed  by  the  intervening  mountains. 

Between  two  long  promontories,  called  the  Nafen,  the  land  declines, 
and  intrudes  upon  the  lake;  which  there  becomes  narrowed.  As 
we  paffed  this  place,  we  vifited  the  little  free  ftate  of  Gerfau.  At 
peace  with  the  whole  world,  honoured  by  the  confederates,  its  inhabit- 
ants live  befide  the  lake,  under  a  fingle  Alp,  which  conftitutes  their 
whole  empire :  a  harmlefs,  united  people  ;  who  have  heroically  com- 
bated for  the  freedom  of  themfelves  and  their  allies. 

This  ftate  contjuns  nine  hundred  fouls:  between  two  and  three 
hundred  of  whom  conftitute  their  general  affembly.  Like  the  demo- 
cratic cantons,  they  every  year  choofe  two  Landammanne  ;  who  are  at 
the  head  of  the  council  and  the  executive  government.  The  council 
^confifts  of  nine  perfons ;  who,  like  the  counfellors  of  the  confederacy, 
enjoy  their  dignity  for  life. 

In  the  year  1359,  Gerfau  entered  into  alliance  with  the  four  Wald* 
ftadten  *,  Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwald,  and  Lucerne.  Gerfau  is  no  can- 
ton ;  and,  probably  becaufe  it  is  fo  fmall,  fends  no  deputies  to  the 
general  affembly  j  nor  has  any  fhare  in  the  general  government  of 
Switzerland.  In  certain  cafes,  there  is  an  appeal  from  their  own  coun- 
cil, either  to  Schweitz  or  Lucerne:  the   choice  is  in  the  appellant* 

♦  Litcrallyi  Foreft-towns :  but  Schweitz,  Uri>  and  TJntcrwald,  like  Claris  and  Appen- 
zel,  have  no  towns.  Stadt  here  fignifies  not  town,  but  free  ftate  \  vc9a^^  civitas,  citf^ 
WaldratdLm  a  woody  mountain.     Thus  we  fay  Thiiringerwald^  and  Schwarzwald. 

They 
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They  have  not  condcfccndcd  to  this  appeal  from  weaknefs  ;  but  pro- 
bably from  a  jufl;  confidence  in  their  neighbours,  and  becaufe  they 
might  perceive  danger  to  property,  if  the  firft  fentence  were  decifiTC. 
Safety  and  freedom  might  be  mere  names,  where  the  decifion  of  a 
judge,  often  partial  and  always  liable  to  error,  fhould  not  be  reirocable 
by  the  general  affembly.  In  fliort,  they  faw  that  the  maker  of  law  and 
the  judge  of  law  could  not  be  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  without  dan- 
ger of  tyranny ;  they  therefore  referved  to  themfelves  the  power  of 
appeal.  The  power  of  legiflating,  declaring  war,  making  treaties,  and 
choofing  their  Landammanne,  is  in  the  people.  They  might  wifely  have 
remembered  (for  the  founders  of  little  ftates  maturely  reflefl:,  while  the 
founders  of  great  too  often  fport  with  the  welfare  of  mankind) — I  fay, 
they  might  have  remembered  that,  being  fo  few  in  number,  neigh« 
bourhood,  kindred,and  friendftiip  might  influence  the  judge;  and,  if  they 
even  fhould  not,  might  occafion  him  to  be  fufjpeded.  For  this  reafon, 
they  referred  the  confirmation  of  their  own  fentence  to  foreign  judges. 

Many  will  laugh  at  me,  for  this  long  defcription  of  fo  fmall  a  tribe. 
Thofe  who  eftimate  lands  by  their  extent,  and  people  by  their  numbers, 
will  certainly  overlook  Gerfau  ;   but  you,  I  think,  will  not. 

We  next  perceived  the  little  town  of  Brunnen ;  and,  beyond  it, 
Schweitz,  lying  between  its  two  great  rocks  called  the  Haken :  it  is 
the  chief  place  of  the  canton  of  the  fame  name.  We  continued  failing 
fome  leagues,  while  the  lake  ftill  grew  narrower ;  and  were  delightej* 
by  the  tall  beech,  afh,  and  pine,  which  hang  in  an  inconceivable  man- 
ner out  of  the  deep  rocks  of  the  upright  Ihore,  in  the  cavities  of  which 
they  take  root.  Here  the  Und  forms  a  cape ;  at  the  point  of  which 
there  Is  a  prodigious  rock,  that  has  fallen  into  the  lake :  where,  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  land,  it  ftands  ere£t  like  a  watch  tower.  Some  pines 
grow  on  its  top ;  with  a  large  withered  oak,  which  has  decayed  for 
want  of  foil.  Two  cranes  were  Handing  on  the  rock ;  which  took 
flight  at  our  approach. 

Having  paffed  this  crag,  other  fccnes  are  prefent.  Rocks  of  various 
figures  rife  towering  to  the  eye.     The  profpeit  continually  changes  j 
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and,  as  you  fail  on,  that  which  appeared  the  neareft  gives  place  to  that 
which  you  fuppofed  the  fartheft  off.  Tlie  end  of  the  lake  is  feen ;  and 
bi^yond  it  the  hills  which  conceal  the  Gothard,  Thofe  who  have  never 
vifited  Switzerland,  and  have  no  other  conception  of  the  Alps  than  by 
comparifon  with  the  hills  of  their  own  country,  will  certainly  have  a 
lefs  juft  idea  of  thefe  fcenes  than  thofe  who,  never  having  feen  moun« 
tlinsj  indulge  in  the  adventurous  flights  of  imagination.  Nature  here 
boldly  ftretches,  far  beyond  her  common  limits,  and  her  general  pru* 
dence.  Pleafure  is  continually  maintained,  by  an  affemblage  of  the 
beautiful,  the  terrible,  and  the  fublime, 

Be(ide  us,  we  faw  the  Griitlin  ;  and,  on  the  oppofite  coaft,  we  vifited 
the  chapel  of  Tell,  in  the  canton  of  Uri,  Handing  on  the  fpot  where  hcf 
fprang  out  of  the  boat,  and  drove  it  with  his  foot  from  the  fhore.  There 
is  a  folemn  proceflion  annually  made  here.  Mafs  is  read  ;  and  a  fer- 
mon  is  preached,  on  the  origin  of  freedom.  Thefe  paftoral  people  de* 
light  in  fuch  monuments,  which  awaken  and  fandify  in  them  the  love 
of  freedom.  The  neighbouring  fteep  rocks  are  adorned  by  nature 
with  flowers,  and  gaily  fpringing  evergreens.  Among  them,  fearful 
cavities  are  feen :  while  goats  graze  on  their  dreadful  cliffs,  and  here 
and  there  a  crane  peeps  from  among  the  thick  and  xnacceffible  bufhes; 

We  came  to  Fliiele,  at  the  end  of  the  lake,  foon  enough  to  go  to 
Altorf ;  which  is  half  a  league  farther.  We  paffed  through  a  fertile 
▼alley,  among  numerous  amphitheatres ;  formed  by  the  mountains 
and  the  prodigious  rocks  j  and  reached  Altorf  about  twilight.  This  is^^ 
the  chief  place  of  the  canton  of  Uri ;  and  here  the  general  affemUy 
meet,  on  the  firft  Sunday  in  May.  The  canton  of  Uri  is  divided  into, 
ten  confederacies  :  or,  as  a  German  would  call  them,  ten  circles  :  from^ 
each  of  which,  fix  of  their  burghers  are  chofen,  as  counfeUors^  Thefe 
fixty  counfellors,  as  in  the  other  democratic  cantons,  enjoy  their  ofiice 
for  life.  Once  in  two  years,  two  Landammanne  are  elected  i  each  of 
which  has  his  year  of  adminiflradon.  To  the  one  in  office,  is  added  a 
deputy ;  called  a  Statthalten  The  general  affemblj  ensiGks^  alters,  and 
5  repeals 
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repeals  laws,  forms  alliances,  and   makes  war  and  peace*     This  con- 
ftitution  is  common  to  all  the  democratic  cantons. 

The  people  of  Uri  have  two  colleges  *;  the  members  of  which  are 
counfellors  j  and  two  courts  of  juftice ;  civil,  and  criminal.  An  appeal  lies 
to  the  general  council :  but,  in  this  cafe,  a  citizen  is  added  to  each  coun« 
fellor.     The  general  affembly  takes  no  cognizance  of  legal  proceedings. 

In  times  when  through  all  Europe  the  legiflative  and  executive 
power  were  either  not  fuffidently  feparated,  or  entirely  confounded, 
the  fimple  inhabitants  of  the  Alps  difcovered  more  wifdom  than  either 
Greece  or  Rome. 

Each  youth  of  Uri  enjoys  the  right  of  citizenftiip  at  fourteen.  The 
number  of  armed  citizens  is  above  three  thoufand :  but  this  is  not  the 
whole  amount  of  men  able  to  bear  arms.  The  fruitful  valley  of  Liviner, 
which  lies  beyond  the  Gothard,  and  is  inhabited  by  Italians,  is  fubjeO: 
to  Uri.  Three  other  Italian  diftrids,  Riviera,  PoUenz,  and  Belknz,  are 
fiibjed  to  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Unterwald  :  as  likewife  are  Mey nthal, 
Mendris,  Lugano,  and  Locarno,  to  the  eleven  other  cantons.  Appen- 
zel  only  has  no  part  in  thefe  diftrifts ;  and,  with  the  noble  Perfian, 
Otanes,  may  boajl  that  they  neither  govern  nor  are  governed.  From 
the  Italian  high  bailiffs,  who  are  each  of  them  named  by  the  canton  to 
which  the  diftrids  they  govern  are  fubjed,  the  people  have  an  appeal 
to  the  general  affembly  of  Locarno  *.  I  believe,  I  have  fomewhere 
faid  that  the  high  bailiffs,  appointed  by  the  democratic  cantons,  are  not 
always  juft  in  their  decifions.  They  often  pay  a  great  fum  for  their 
places :  for,  according  to  an  old  bad  cuftom,  they  frequently  pay  the 
burghers  of  the  general  affembly  for  their  vote  ;  which  is  the  origin  of 
fl^uch  evil.  The  virtuous  are  not  preferred  to  the  wealthy  :  nor  have 
the  good  fufficient  influence ;  for  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  com- 
plaints which  are  carried  to  the  affembly  of  Locarno.  A  magiftrate, 
who  is  (hamelefs  enough  to  purchafe  his  dignity,  vnll  not  afterward 

'''  Political,  not  academical,  inftitutions.    T. 

t  Or  Logarno.  * 
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fcTuple  to  repay  himfelf,  by  the  fale  of  juftice.  Were  not  abufes  of 
this  kind  common,  the  people  of  thefe  diftrids  would  be  as  proiperotis 
as  thofe  of  Bemc,  Zurich^  Bafle,*  Lucerne^  and  Schaffhaufen  ;  for, 
like  them,  they  pay  no  taxes  except  tythes  in  kind. 

The  democratic  burghers,  who  are  all  country  people,  pay  fcarcely 
any  taxes  :  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fmall  cantons ; 
and  of  the  country  of  the  Grifons  and  Valais. 

The  people  of  the  valley  x>f  Liviner,  near  the  Gothard,  from  which 
the  Reufs  runs  down  a  precipice  under  the  DeviVs  bridge,  are  fo  faf 
dependant  i»n  Uri,  that  the  inhabitants  haye  an  appeal  from  their  own 
court  to  the  canton.  Yet  they  have  their  fmall  general  affemblies} 
though  all  that  relates  to  foreign  affiurs  muft  be  fubjed  to  revifal  at  Uri. 

Early  in  the  mornings  we  went  to  BUrgfi  ;  which  is  half  a  league 
from  Altorfi  in  the  valley  of  Schacher.  Here  Teil  lived ;  but  gratitude 
and  reverence  changed  his  cottage  into  a  chapel  j  where  mafs  is  folemnly 
iaid,  and  from  which  the  people  go  m  proceffion.;  Like  the  two  othec 
chapds  of  Tell,  it  is  adorned  with  images  j  from  holy  writ,  and  the 
hiftory  of  Switzeflaai  Under  each  image  is  a  verfe.  The  follow* 
iBtg  lines  are  over  th«  entrance:; 

"»  AlfldeB,  aaf  4eai  plslt«£eEQr  KapelW 

Hat  vorrnalsgewotnt  4tfr  Wi/hflm  Tdl  V  ^ 
Der  trcuc  rcttcr  des  ¥atc'Tkn(Js  5  -  ... 

-jjtrtheurc  urhcbcr  ^es  freieri  ftands! 
Dcmc  2um  dank,  Gott  tbit  zur  chry 
Ward  diefc  Xajclto  grfctaeft  h«r4 
'  y^idi  felbe  ddm  fektftz.  If^ffUeaan  ^  , 

SftnaWilheIai,Rochli,andJJebaftian.     .    .        ,  ^ 

On  each  fide  likewife  are  the  following;;: 

t  Sind  wlr  gerccht,  crnig,  und  gut. 
So  ftebt  die  Pniheit  Mier  gtmgv 


*  On  the  place  where  this  chapel  ftanda,  formerly  lived  William  Tdl ;  the  trueftviour 
ot  his  country,  the  honoured  authorof  its  freedom.  In  thankfulnefs  to  him,  and  in  honour 
to  God,  this  chapel  was  buUr.  It  is  dedicated'  tc  Sai«t  WiUiam  of  KbcUi,  tod  Saint 
Sebaftian. 

^  Let  lis  be  juft,  united^  and  ▼irtuous',  and  ourfrecdom  will  be  fccure. 
-  Vol.  L  O  Dankbar 
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.\    '  *  Dankbar  gcdtnket-an  jenc  zcit  ••    .  - 

.    Da  ihr  feid  worden  gcfreite  leut. 

In  the  chapel  over  the  altar,  the  dial  plate  of  a  clock  is  painted  ;  with 
a  hand,  which  is  fignificant  of  concord,  pointing  to  the  hour  oner 
iinder  which  are  thefe  lines : 

f  Die  freilielt  wird  feia  von  langer  daur  , 

Wenu  allzcit  Eins  zeigt  dicfc  uhr. 

Many  a  beautiful  verfe,  which  has  borne  the  ftatnp  of  genius,  has  not 
excited  fo  much  emotion  in  me,  as  the  noble  intention  of  thefe  little 
rhymes  ;  compofed  in  all  the  rudenefs  of  fimplicity.  How  free  from 
pretenfion,  yet  how  full  of  the  feeling,  force,  and  courage,  by  which 
mighty  armies  Were  deftroyed,  are  thefe  infcriptions  I  They  fpeak  not 
of  heroic  deeds  :  they  only  excite  to  mild  concord,  and  redtitude.  By 
inducing  us  to  exercife  noble  virtues,  they  would  reverence  their 
fofefatiiers  J  who  Ihed*  their  blobd  in  behalf  of  freedom  ;  and  thank  their 
God,  from  whom  Cometh  every  good  and  perfefk  gift,  and  from  whom 
concord  and  cotirage,  reAitude  and  freedom,  proceed. 

The  Schacher,  a  charming  mountain  rivulet,  ruflies  terapeftuoiiSy 
through  Biirgli.  It  overflowed  its  bonks,  foon  after  Tell  had  (hot  the 
governor ;  and  occafioned  'touch  damage.  Tell  wiflied  to  have  pre- 
vented this  misfortune  :  b\it  the  'ftream  overtod^him  ;  and  he  only 
lived  to  fee  the  dawn  of  freedom* 

"With  what  intereft  fliould  I  here  read  my  brother's  manufcript  play 
of  William  Tell  \  How  frequently  have  I  occadon  to  regret  his  ab- 
fence ;  now  that  I  daily  hear  his  hero's  name  in  the  mouth  of  every 
child! 

In  Altorf,  they  fhcwed  us  two  done  pillars ;  (landing  at  the  diftance 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  paces  from  each  other  j  at  which  diflance 
Tell  (hot  the  apple  from  his  fon^s  head* 


*  Thankfully^  and  for  ever,  vemember  the  day  that  made  yoa  free, 
f  Freedom  will  endure  as  long  as  it  (hall  be  one  o'clock  by  this  diak 
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We  rfetumed  to  our  boat  at  Fliiele  j  and,  on  our  paflage  to  Lucerne, 
•vifitcd  the  <jf  iitlin  5  or  the  Griitlin-Matte ;  for  £0  is  a  fteep.  pl^ce  on 
a  height  befide  the  lake^  covered  .with  verdure,  grafs,  and  foliage,  called. 
Here  there  is  a  fpring,  by  the  fide  .of  v^Jiich  thfj .  three  great  men, 
.Wcrjuer  uroh  Staufach'er  from  Seh^fi^z,  Walter  Furft  frottx  Uri,  and 
Arnold  von  Melcfitahl  from  UnterwaW,  Jbadc  a  fokuat)  ojitji  to  give 
freedom  to  Switzerland.  '  This  oath  was.  taken  in  the  year  1307  ;  and 
in  thjB  new  year's  night  of ihf  fpjlfiwi»g  ytf*r,.  iJpS,  ^all  the.caftles  of 
the  ZwiHgberm  wcrt  burnt,         i  .  >  •  ■;.:,:;..: 

At  noon,  we  Jarided ;  in  .a*  garden,  at  Grerfau.  Clofe  by.  tlje  flipr^i 
we  met  a  little  boy,  about  feveh  y^ts  old,  along  in  a  large  boat ;  iij 
whicTi.hawas  proceeding  on  tlie  lake,  .  The  helm  was  fattened  in  the 
tdireiSion  ^hich  b^  wifhed  to  gp  ; ,  lyhilellje  £»t:  and  rowed.  We  faw 
another  b^y,  at  Gpffaii, Jabbut  eight .01;  nineyears  old,  who  yery, dex;^ 
teroufly  hit ,  the  mark  with  \a .  crofs  bowt  This  might  y^ell  be  the  f%7 
-vburite  an\ufement  of  the  day,  for  childrcn,\whofe  elder  IvQtihers  ind 
fathers  had  been  fhooting  at  a  butt,  the  day  before,  with  fliufket?.  We 
liad  heard  iheir!firtng  JcYerberate.a^ftong'the'rQicks.*  The  S*vi.fs,  from 
their  xhildhQod,..^I..e^rcife  thelpsfelyes  in  arras.  ;  ;  The. people  .pf 
Schweitz,  wHoarie  the  moft  warlike /pf.;ay,';aiinuallygiy^jfiWari'j>^ 
jeach  of  fifty  fljorins,  for. .the' >eft  fliQjs  ^^t  four  different  butts ;  w^tlji 
fmaller  prizes  cfdr.the  fec6nd\b^eft.  >^  We.  like  wife  yeftenj^y,  Ijcard  th* 
guns  of  the  people  of  Lu!eern,e  j  who  were  pi:pving  their  artij^ry.  ^       .* 

The'conftitution  of  Lucerne,  relatively  to  the  town,  is  more  an  arifto- 
cracy,  or  ratKerari  oligarchy,  thinrthat^bf  Zurich ;  where  each  burgher 
has  an  equal  fhare  in  the  government.  The  great  council  in  Lucerne 
confifts  of  a  hundred  perfons.  From  thefe,  fix-and-thirty  men,  who 
muft  be  patricians,  are  chofen  for  the  little  council.  There  is  an  appeal 
from  the  little  council  to  the  colledlive  council.  The  members  of  both 
councils  hold  their  places  for  life ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  from  the  pradlice 
of  filling  up  vacancies,  that,  in  the  little  council,  thefe  places  are  in  a 
certain  manner  hereditary.  The  chief  magiftrates  are  the  two  Schult- 
-  ^  -^  ^'  O  2  heiffe  j 
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heifie ;  or  mayors}  one  of  whom  always  fits  at  the  bdm  of  the  ftate» 
They  are  cbolen  for  life  i  and  one  prefides  this  year,'  another  the  next; 
War,  peace,  alliaiv^e,  and  new  tajDes^  cannot  be  incntred  witbbut  the 
confent  of  the  a&e^bted  citizens* 

The  peafante  are  very  happy :  they  pay  nothing  but  tythcs  in  kind> 
and  half  a  florin  annually,  from  erery  head  of  a  family,  to  the  high 
bailiff.  The  country  people  enjoy  a  free  trade ;  and,  in  this  refped,  are 
not,  lilce  thofe  of ,  !2urich,  depopdant  on  the  town.  Lawfuits  are  not 
expenfive,  here ;  as  in  the  canton  of  Berne.  If  however  the  complaints 
whick  I  have  heard  bie  not  groundlefsy  the  high  baili&of  Lilcerneare 
tiot  always  free  from  the  vice  of  peculation* 

This  is  the  moft  powerfol  of  the  catholic  cantons ;  and  can  brin^ 
twenty  thoofand  armed  mdn  into  the  field.  The  revenue  of  the  ftatr 
does  not  confift  of  above  feventy^bur  thoufand  Jorins ;  of  which  there 
is  an  annual  furplus,  tl^t  is  empl<>yed  for  the  general  good.         ' 

In  Lucerne,  as  in  all  the  catholic  ftates  of  the  Hclvetiana,  a  regular 
|)iopi{h~Nuncio  refides. 

I  here  fend  you  the  Kiihrdhen*,  with  itsm^c*  Thus  the  inhabit'^ 
Uits  <)f  the  Alps  call  the  fong  which  they  iing,  when  ihey  drive  their 
cattle  from  the  valleys  to  the  high  mountains.  Nothing  fo  ftrongly  en^ 
kindles  the  defire  of  returning  to  his  native  home,  in  a  Swifs,  as  the 
Smple  air  of  this  fong.  This  will  charm  the  ibldier  in  the  pay  of  France 
to  defert,  though  the  psuns  of  death  are  the  penalty* 

*■  JDii  is  eow  i  miefi  tom$.    Thehariimaa*$«vcmiig.(biig.    T^ 
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LETTER    XVir.      ' 

Thun  and  Berne,  September  i8th  I79t. 

W  E  left  Lucerne  early  on  the  thirteenth ;  journeying 
for  a  while  along  the  Reufs,  that  courfed  between  its  pleafant  banks 
chafing  its  polifhed  waters  to  the  lake.  The  inhabitants  of  the  canton 
of  Lucerne  are  equally  happy  in  the  bounties  of  nature,  of  induftry, 
and  of  freedom. 

A  feijr  hours  brought  us  to  the  lake  of  Sempach ;  where  we  faw^  on 
the  oppofite  fliore,  the  old  town  of  that  name.  Here,  in  the  year  1386, 
the  famous  battle  of  Sempach  was  won,  by  three  hundred  confederates, 
againft  Leopold  Duke  of  Auflria  and  the  flower  of  his  army. 

Arnold  von  Winkelried,  of  Unterwald,  here  broke  the  phalanx  of 
.the  Auftrian  army;  oppofing  himfelfto  their  fp^ars,  and,  by  feizing 
as  many  as  he  could  grafp,  made  an  opening  for  bis  troops :  thus  will- 
ingly devoting  himfelf  to  death,  that  he  might  fecure  the  vi&ory  to  hia 
fellow  warriors. 

Sempach,  though  dependant  on  Lucerne,  enjoys  privileges  fo  great 
that  it  may  well  value  itfelf  on  its  freedom^  In  antient  times,  it  belong- 
ed to  ttie  counts  of  Lenzburg ;  then  to  thofe  of  Kyburg ;  and  afterward 
jto  the  counts  of  Habiburg.  In  the  year  1333,  it  allied  itfelf  with  Zii- 
rich,  Berne,  Bafle,  Soleure,  and  Saint  Gall.  After  the  battle  of  Sempach,  it 
appertained  to  Lucerne.  It  has  its  o^n  magiflrates,  an  extenfive  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  confiderable  privileges.  Trom  three  of  its  citizens,  chofen  by 
the  town  itfelf,  the  council  of  Lucerne  eleds  its  Schultheiis. 
.  The  lake  of  Sempach  is  two  leagues  long,  and  half  a  league  broad  ; 
and  belongs  tb  the  canton  of  Lucerne.  It  has  a  confiderable  fifliery ;  the 
revenue  of  which  is  coUeded,  by  one  of  the  council  of  Lucerne,  for  the 
ftate.   But  this  counfellor  muft  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Sempach* 

At  the  xuMh  end  of  the  lake,  Surfee  ftaada^  haif  a  league  beyond 
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which,  on  a  height,  we  faw  a  chain  of  mountains,  that,  beginning  with 
the  Rigi  and  Pilatus,  proceeds  to  the  Gothard  and  Engelberg,  and  ends 
with  the  Schreckenhorn.  We  travelled  eighteen  leagues  through  the 
territories  of  Lucerne,  till  we  came  into  the  canton  of  Berne ;  and,  leav- 
ing the  fortrefs  of  Aarburg  which  belongs  to  this  canton  on  our  right, 
we  paflcd  through  Zofingen.  The  great  canton  of  Berne  is  here  only 
a  league  broad;  being  limited  by  the  cantons  of  Lucerne  and  Sol  cure. 
TThe  country  round  Zofingen  is  famous  for  meadows.  Never  have  t 
beheld  the  art  of  watering  meadows  brought  to  fo  much  perfediori  as 
here.  An  acre  of  meadow  land  is  frequently  fold  for  a  thoufand  4x 
dollars.  A  good  foil,  induftry  well  directed,  and  freedom  enjoyed', 
under  a  government  wife,  mild,  and  limited  by  fixed  laws,  raife  the 
people  of  Berne  to  a  high  degree  of  vifible  profperity. 

farmers,  of  moft  countries,  are  reproached  with  an  obftinate  perfever- 
.,ance  in  their  old  method  of  tillage,  however  bad,  after  a  better  has  been 
difcovered.  In  Switzerland,  the  praftice  is  the  reverfe.  They  examine 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  how  it  will  be  moft  produdive ;  and,  as  they 
fow  and  reap  only  for  themfelves,  and  are  unreftrained  and  free  from 
the  vexation  of  taxes,  which  other  farmers  think  would  be  equally  rca-^ 
fonable  and  natural,  they  can  wait  the  refult  of  any  new  experiment. 
Hence  it  follows  that  they  have  more  underftanding  than  the  farmers  of 
other  countries.  But  does  it  not  likewife  follow  that  other  farmers  are 
mifled,  by  thofe  oppreffions  from  which  the  firft  are  free?  Whoevet 
would  contemplate  the  bleffings  which  refult  from  the  full  enjoyl- 
inent  of  the  produce  of  the  earth,  muft  vifit  the  fertile  diftridfcs  of 
Switzerland.   '  " 

The  houfes  of  the  country  people  of  Berne  are  remarkably  roomy, 
and  neat ;  and  they  themfelves  are  well  dothed,  well  fed,  cheerful  and 
ilrong.  Their  cattle  are  large.  In  good  condition,  and  fleek  ;  and  the 
meii  ate  well  fbtmed.  The  fpirrt  of  order  is  fcen  in  the  laying  out, 
management,  and  hedging,  of  their  meadows  and  fidlds.  The  beauty 
of  both  fexes'  is  remarkable.  I  have  nowHere  feeri  fuch  handfome 
jjgirls,  exceft  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne.     The  men  of  Berne,  next  to 
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thbfe  of  Schweitz  and  Uri,  appear  to  me  the  handfomeft  in  Swit- 
zerland. 
.  '•The  frefh  verdure,  which  is  feen  through  all  Switzerland,  charms 

,the  eye,  and  cheers  the  heart.  In  this  hot  fummer,  when  I  faw  in  the 
.mod  fruitful  parts  of  Germany  the  lands  burnt  up  by  the  heat  of  the 
.fun,  I  find  in  Switzerland  the  trees  green,  and  a  fhining  verdure  on 
the  plains  and  paftures.  The  clouds  do  not  only  encircle  the  moun- 
, tains,  but,  evening  and  morning,  defcend  to  the  plains  ;  none  of  which 
are  fo  low  but  that,  as  you  approach,  they  look  like  hills.  When  in  a 
morning  the  mountain  tops  beam,  and  the  weft  fide  of  the  glaciers  is 
red  with  the  rifing  fun,  while  the  white  clouds  fink  below  to  the  mifty 
fields,  the  fpeftator  feems  to  view  a  kind  of  familiar  alliance  between 
heaven  and  earth  ;  which  is  no  where  elfe  to  be  found. 

In  the  evening,  we  proceeded  for  a  while  along  the  banks  of  the  Aar ; 

and,  about  twilight,  arrived  at  Morgenthal.     This  friendly  little  place 

.confifts  of  a  few  houfes  ;  which  are  built  between  pleafant  hills,  fhaded 

.with  beech  trees,  befide  the  Aar.     Here  travellers  meet  with  an  inn 

.  fuperior  to  many  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe. 

We  leff  Morgenthal  on  the  14th ;  and,  pafling  through  a  charming 

country,  flopped  at  Hochftadt,  becaufe  we   could  not  reach  Thun. 

Before  us,  we  perceived  the  mountains  of  Thun  ;  and,  on  our  right^ 

the  high  mountaijis  of  Grindelwald. 

Early  on  the  15th,  we  continued  our  journey ;  and  arrived  about 
eight  o'clock  at  Thun,  which  is  built  at  the  end  of  the  lake  of  1  hun,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Aar.  The  fituation  of  the  town  is  charming.  We 
confulted  with  the  landlord,  how  we  might  heft  go  to  Grindelwald,  ^ 
and  Lauterbrunn  ;  and  I  advife  other  travellers,  who  wifli  to  make  this 
little  trip,  to  do  the  fame  ;  for  he  is  an  intelligent  man. 

He  bade  us  make  no  delay,  that  we  might  reach  the  valley  of  Hafli 
by  the  evening.  He  furnifhed  us  with  a  good  guide;  and  with  ftaves, 
with  pikes  at  the  end,  the  better  to  affift  our  afcent  up  the  fteep  paths ; 
and  fupplied  us  with  provifions  and  a  boat.    The  weather  was  fine, 
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and  we  gaily  fet  fail,  in  expe&atlon  of  the  pleafure  we  ihould  reccite 
upon  the  lake. 

The  lake  of  Thun  is  about  five  leagues  long,  and  one  broad.  The 
left  fhore,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Thun  fo  the  other  fide  of  Halfte, 
is  adorned  with  vine  hills.  The  Stockberge,  the  pyramidical  Niefen^ 
berg,  and  beyond  thefe  the  Kienthalberge,  and  the  Bliimlialpe  *  to  the 
right,  and  on  the  left  the  Beatufberg,  and  other  mountains,  give  thefe 
fliores  a  noble  appearance.  In  many  places,  the  depth  of  the  lake  i« 
one  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms.  I  think  I  have  told  you  that  the 
lake  of  the  four  Waldftadte  is,  in  many  places,  fix  hundred  fathoms 
deep.  The  deeps  of  this  country  are  in  proportion  to  their  heights  ; 
» nature  is  every  where  feen  in  gigantic  maffes.  We  beheld  three  cas- 
cades on  the  left  (hore,  fpringing  from  rocks :  the  Stampf  bach,  the  Jung- 
fraunbrunnen,  and  the  Beatufbach.  This  laft  rifes  out  of  a  cavern  of 
the  Beatufbcrg.  In  this  cavern,  the  holy  Beatus,  who  firft  taught  the 
gofpel  in  thefe  parts,  lived.     The  Breitklauenberg,  on  the  right,   and 

•  the  Harderberg,  on  the  left,  limit  the  lake  ;   affording  only  a  palTage  tt) 
the  Aar,  which,  a  league  firom  this,  flows  out  of  the  lake  of  Brienz, 

.  courfing  through  both  the  lakes.  The  great  Eiger,  the  little  Eiger,  and 
the  Jungfrau  rife,  covered  with  everlafting  fnow ;  and  higher  ftill  tlie 
.Schreckenliorn;  whofe  round  rocky  fummit  appears  continually  covered, 
during  the  fummer,  with  two  fliining  fnow  balls,  Thisfiimmh  h 
always  inacceflible  ;  and,  in  the  fame  of  its  height,  h  contends  with 
Mont  Blanc  in  Savoy. 

The  fliores  of  the  lake:  are  covered  with  numerous  villages^     On  the 

» 

'^The  Briimliilpe,  or  Flowery  Alp,  cofmtfl  wiHi  fnow,  muft  formerly h«ve  been  green. 
ItG  name  gives  an  air  of  probability  to  the  account  of  the^ihepherds.  TheCa  people  abound 
in  tales  of  the  golden  age;  when  the  heavens  were  tnort  mild,  the  earth  more  fruitful^and 
men  more  virtuous.     In  thofe  days,  fay.  they,  the  mountains  which  are  now  covered  with 

•  fnow  were  fruitful  in  variegated  herbage.  The  valleys  dropped  fatnefs.  The  pernicious 
.Spurge  itfelf  was  excellent  fodder  for  cows;  its  jmee  turninig  into  milk.-"*^Happy 
•people  !  Your  goldeaagcas  not  yet  pafled  away, 
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right  fide,  thefouthern  mountains  rife,  oter  the  little  village  of  Leiilia^ 
gen  i  and,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  in  the  winter,  conceal  it  from  the 
fun.  We  landed  at  Neuhaus,  and  walked  a  league,  partly  befide  thq 
Aar  and  always  among  large  walnut  trees,  through  rich  paftures  to  In^ 
terlaken  ;  which  has  derived  its  name  from  the  Latin,  by  beidig  fituated 
between  two  lakes. 

Here  we  again  took  boat,  and  pafled  over  the  lake  of  Briejaz;  It  h 
three  leagifcs  long,  and  not  qu'te  fo  broad  as  the  lake  cff  Thun.  Ver- 
dant mountains  furround  it  oti  all  fides ;  fome  of  which  gently  rife,  tiH 
at  a  certain  height  they  become  fteep  j  fome  fet  their  bold  rocky  feet 
in  the  green  waves }  while  the  fummiis  of  others  exhibit  immehfe  cliffs. 
We  faw  many  fine  waterfalls ;  the  moft  beautiful  of  which  is  the  Gleis* 
bach.  It  pafles  from  a  cliff  in  the  rock  among  pines ;  and,  after  twelve 
different  descents,  ruihes  headlong  into  the  lake.  Hie  mountaio  T 
Brienz  is  one  of  the  moft  charming.  The  fruit  and  walnut  hedge$ 
at  its  foot,  :^e  friendly  foliage  <lf  its  ^ddle  re^on,  and  its  verdant 
gra&plats  and  difperied  cabins,  contrafkdrwiththeidiifk.piQet^kcoiighC 
CD  mind  the  .delightful  mountains  df  Gedan. 

We  landed  nt  Brienz:;  wki<ih  is  a  large  village,  the  hfonfes  tdf'whtdi, 
ttlcer  the  general  manner  df  (he  uplands  of  the  canton  of  Berne,  mt 
built  with  the  trunks  of  pines  ^ftrippecl  of  their  bark  and  laid  one. above 
tlie  other,  and  roofed  with  fhinglcs*  Thefe  roofs  arealmoftAai.;  and 
ever  them,  4ifee  *he  ccabi^as  in  the  Alps,  flxjnes  are  laid  -to  pneircnt  the 
wind  from  carr^^g  ffeem  away.  T^e  village  church  iabuiit  ima  fnaaU 
ftparate  rock. 

Women  and  cfhildcen  flodked  round  us  with  friendly/ curiofity :  the 
men  iremained  aft  alittk  dfllancc. 

'Our  guide,  Jciiri  St<flller  of  Thun,  a^yotmg  man  wlxWn  I  Wfculdt^ 
tommend  to^raveflkra,' procured  ns^fmill  carriages  ;  ^ift^wfeKthywe^witrc 
x^onveyed  to  'Meyriagen';  <or'the  vrffey  o£^^b(t&.  W^t£t  oarfiages . ate 
very  light,  have  narrow  wheels,  and  no  coach  pole  j  but  a  forked  fh;>ft 
for  one  horfe.  They  niay  be  drawn  indeed  by  two  horfesj  but  then 
'Vox.  I.  P  they 
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they  are  either  harnefled  one  before  the  other,  or,  if  they  draw  abreaft-, 
the  fccond  is  faft^ned  by  a  hook.  The  driver  (its  ia  the  maimer  of 
thofe  carriages  which  the  French  callVAnr  o  bancJ  Tliey  put  only  one 
horfe  to  each  of  our  carriages ;  though  it  contained  four  people.  Oimt 
guide  foxnetimes  ran  by  our  fide,  and  fometimes  fprang  with  great 
agility,  and  feated  himfelf  now  on  the  horfe,  and  now  on  a  kind  of 
coach  box. 

It  is  three  leagues  from  Brienz  to  the  valley  of  Hafli ;  which  is 
fomedmes  called  Ober  Hafli  *,  though  there  is  no  Unter  Hafli  f  in 
cxiftence^  '  We  pajfTed,  at  a  quick  rate^  through  a  narrow  valley  ;  beV 
tween  high  rocky  mountains,  1  never  beheld  fuch  fantaftic  forms  as 
thofe  of  the  Ballerberge,  on  our  left.  On  our  right  we  faw  three  large 
cafcades :  that  of  Ollbach  ;  which  we  had  before  feen  from  the  lake  of 
Brienz  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  ^  that  of  Wa^delbach  j, 
and  that  of  Falkenerbach  ;  all  tumbling  from  high  rocks*,. 

In  the  valley  of  Hafli  ftahds  the  village  of  Meyringen ;  {hut  in  by^ 
high  rockS)  and  fecluded  as  it  were  from  the  whole  world,.  There  ar«^ 
five  outlets,  or  roads,  between  thefe  rocks:  ofte  leading  to  Brienz^. 
another  over  the  mountain  Briiaing  to  Lucerne,  a  third  over  the  Engel— 
berg  to  Unterwald,  a.  fourth  to  Valais,  over,  the  Grinfelberg,  and  th^ 
fifth  over  the  Scheideck  to  Grindelwald.. 

The  Aar  runs  through  the  valley  of  Hafli ;  which  is  about  eleven: 
leagues  in  length.     The  Grinfel,  theWetterhorn,  the  Schreckenhorn,, 
^c  Jungfrau,  and  the  Briiningberg,*are  ita  boundaries.     According  to 
tradition,  the  inhabitants  originally  came,  from  Sweden.     In  antient 
times,  they,  were  undfer  different  lords;     In  1333V  they  fliook  off  the 
yoke  of  John  baron  of  Weiffenburg;  and^.  with  a  grant.of  great,  privit. 
leges^  fubmitte^to  the  canton,  of  Berne*.    They  apjpoint  their  awa* 
council;  the.  members- of  which  are  called  Gerichtssaffe  :  and  from 
ctfxc.ofthrcc  burghers,. chofen  by  themfelvcs,  the  government  of  Berne: 

♦  UppcrHaflu .  f  Lower  Hailir . 
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appoints-  their  Landammarin  j '  what  exercifefe  Ike  power  of  a  high  bair 
lifF,  and  remains  in  office  fix  years  ;  but  is  obliged  to  give  an  agcPtint 
of  his  admrniftratibn,  twice  a  year,  to  the  high  bailiff  of  latcrjaken.  / 

Meyringen  is  the  chief  place  of  the  valley.  Themeadpws  are  ex- 
tremely beautiful ;  and  the  whole  valley  is  covered  with  tall  fruit  and 
walnut  trees.  Before  I  went  to  bed,  I  faw  three  waterfalls,  by  pioonr 
light,^  to  the  north,  the  Alpbach,  the  Dorfbacli,  auxi  the  Muhlenbaeh, 
all  tumbling  their  bright  waters  down  the  mountains.  The  following 
morning,  I  beheld,  to- the  fouth,  the  Reichenbach,  foaming  againft  the 
rocks.  ;»!!,  ^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  at  break  of  day,  with  cheerful  good- 
will, we  took  our  pikeftaves,  and  proceeded  over  the  Scheideck.  My 
wife  was  borne  on  a  litter  by  four  men  ;  who,  carrying  two  and  two, 
relieved  each  other.  We  had  a  litter  for  my  fon,  but  he  made  no  ufe 
of  it.  I  do  not  blufli  for  him  when  I  tell  you  that,  when  the  evening 
before  I  appointed  the  men  to  carry  his  litter,  the  tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks.  .  ^.       . 

The  beginnning  of  the  road  is  very  fteep.  In  about  an  hour,  we 
came  near  to  Reichenbach  ;  which  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  ,vvater- 
falls  in  Switzerland.  A  lofty  current  tumbled  through  the  rock J^ 
cliffs  in  broad  fheets,  and  with  a  thundering  din  ;  while  the^reen  mounf 
tain,  far  and  wide,  was  covered  with  its  fpray.  It  .was nearly  an, hour 
before  we  reached  a  bridge,  which  is  thrown  over  the  xocky  gulph* 
Here,  from  above,  we  beheld  the  Reichenbach  ruih,  and  faw  it  ibam 
below  on  our  right.  On  a  bed  of  rocks  not  far  beneath  us,  we.heheld 
three  enormous  oaks,  lying  on  the  ground ;  their  branches:  lopped,  and 
ftripped  of  their  bark  ;  which  had -been  wafhed  4owh.  by  the  foi'ce.of 
the  ftream,  during  one  of  its  inundations.  Here  they  will  continue  to 
lie,  till  the  water  fhall  rife  and  projed  them  headlong  into  the  valley 
below.  ^ 

The  nether  and  a  part  of  the  middle  region  of  this  mountain  are  co- 
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▼e«d  with  gredn  foHag#f  here  we  find  the  bcccb,  elm,  linden,  baflc^, 
and  dve  ferviee  tree  * :  the  laft  leather  frequently. 

The  view  down  to  the  valley  of  Hafli  is  delightfuL     Tlic  Scheideck: 
is  a  cfaarming  Aip ;  abriihdant  in  finetheadows.   Here  and  there  a  lonely 
eabin  U  -buih^  roubd  which  herd«  of  cattle  and  goats  are   grazing^. 
The  inh^tbitantfr  are  highly  profperbus,  and  pay  no  taxes ;  for  they  grow 
neith^r-cbm  nor  tvioe*  We  faw  a  yodng  bcrdfman,  {landing  at  hi$  cabin ^ 
door^wh^fg  beauty, Hrengthy  said  noble  figure^  reminded  as^f  thpfeantien t 
times  Wh;gl^  >p[Hing  heroes,  the  foos  txf  princes,  did  not  think  themfelyeait 
^egradedby  keeping  their  fathers'  flocks  npon  Mount  Ida,. "  abounding ; 
in  ftrcams  j**  or  the  cloudy  Olympus*     This  herdfman  feeds  eighteen? 
cows,  and  daily  makes  two  large  cheefes;  weighing  together  (ixty 
pounds;     The*  pound  of  new  cheefe  fe  bought  for  twelve  krcu^r^. 
They  llkewife  make  an  inferior  c&eefe,  from  fkimjned.  milk;,  which: 
Aey  call  ^iif^r.  The  mountsuacers^of  the  canton  of.  (jlarisare  the  only* 
peo^e  who  know-how  to  make  this  laft  kind  good;  and  with  them  it  id; 
called  Scbabfsiegtr.  They  have  z^  plant  peculiar  to  themfelvcs,  with  blue 
flowers,,  which  gives  their  cheefe  its  fccnt  and  colour  f; . 

The  eheefes  are  kept  in  cabrns  fauilt  for  thatpUrpofe ;,,  and^  in  winter^, 
ire  packed  upon  interwoven  piae  branches ;  and/  tranfported  as  upom 
JBedge^  to  thevalleys.  We  regaled  ourfclveft^  in  a  cabin,  with  excellent  j 
milk,  breads  ehee£e,  and  Italian  wine. .  The  people  of  thefe.  mountains,.. 
who  arv  affcertvifitcd  by  travellers,  require  only  to  be-paid  for  the  wine  j; 
«nd  kav^  the  payment  of.the  milkand  cheefe  to  the  ple^fure  of  the  guefts^. 

in  the^  leffer  oantons^  2^  likewifc  witk  the  Grifons  and  people  of 
Vaiaia,.y0ii  idA&Ok  find  bxead^  or  wine,  suno^g  the  mountaineers  :  but 
diey  hofpitably  give.th^^  milk,  butter,,  aiid  cheese.;  and  refuie  mone^ 
(  '  .      '  ■    '. 

*Ct^t|PgiMk. 

f  TrifoUuitt  odbrattim  ::orf  mclHotum  odbratnm  violaccum.  Thcfe  plants  likcwife- 
fff^  i^.gardcna..  I.canhiot  lay.  whether  they  are  found  wild  in  other  parrs  of  Switze^-*- 
bad  i>ut  they  grow  in  great  plenty  ronly  in  GlaiiSc  .  ..;:.. 
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•rai  when  it  is  offered.     If  you  give  them  bread,  or  tobacco,  though 
they  do  not  afk  it,  the  gift  is  received  with  friendly  thankfulnefs. 

The  foliage  gradually  difappeared  ;  and  we  continued  our  way  among^ 
pine  trees.  We  found  the  myrtle  in  great  quantities;  and  here  and' 
there  ftrawberries :  alfo  a  certain  red  berry,  the  tafte  of  which  is  acid  but 
pleafant*  The  large  yellow  gentian,  or  fellwort,  and  the  Alp  rofe  were 
out  of  bldom  :  but  various  kinds  of  the  blue  gentian  charmed  us  ;  and 
particularly  the  fmall^.  which  thefe  people  call  the  heavenly  blue. 

Erneft  found  a  fi:one,.on  which  were  imprinted  the  figures  of  various  • 
leaves ;  and  brought  it  with  great  joy  to  my  wife-  He  was  rewarded  by 
a  pair  of  chamois  horns,  ^hich  fhe  had  bought  of  a  mountaineer.  L 
cannot  defcribe  to  you  the  ftrength  and  cheerfulnefs  of  the  Swife  guides. 
They  fang  their  ditties,  bearing  my  wife  up  fteep  heights ;  which  we, 
Breathlefs  and  half  exhaufted,  could  fcarcely  climb  with  the  help  dfour 
pikeftaves..  Erneft  indeed  continued  unabatedly  joyous.  I  morethan^ 
once  funk  on  tlie  grafs,  my  heart  violently  beating :  yet  how  deligfatfol' 
was  it  to  repofe  on  the  ambrofial  verdure  of  the  Alps  I 

As  we  approached  the  upper  region,  the  pines  began  to  be  few;  and' 
we  came  on  our  right  to  enormous  rocks,  which  extended  to  the  Wet-^- 
terhorn  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  which  ftands  the  Rofenlauer  glacier.     Not 
far  from  us,  huge  pieces  of  fevered,  ice  were  detached,  and  fell  with  the 
noife  of  thunder. 

The  laft  height*  is  very  difficult  to  climb.-  The  road  downward,  to 
the  Grindelwald,  is  fteep  ;.and  not  without  danger  i.thwe  being  fome^ 
times  precipices,  fometimes  falling  beds  of  Bat  ftate,  and  at  others  Ihwt 
flippery  grafe.  Erneft  had  refigncd  his  pikeftaff,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
jpume^ifc;  as  young  David  did  the  heavy  armour  of  Saul.  He  Tan  audi 
jumped  likea  wild  goat:. and  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  my  parental  author 
rity,  to  induce  him  to  be  carried  over  the  moft  dangerous  places. 

The  profpedt  down  to  the  Grindelwald  feemed  to  refrefh  us :  though' 
this  high  valley  i$  not  fo  pleaiant  as  the  vale  of  Hafli*  The  ikft  cabins 
.    •      •       -  6l;  we: 
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v/e  came  to,  we  fent  our  guides  to  announce  us  to  the  clergyman.  The 
notice  of  the  arrival  of  ftrangers  had  fpread  through  the  vaUey ;  and,  at 
feveral  places,  little  girls  came,  with  their  black  and  red  cherries,  and 
blooming  nofegays,  among  which  were  beautiful  carnations ;  as  if  they 
bad  -expedted  our  arrival.  In  thefe  mountainous  diftridls,  the  cherries 
of  Grindelwald  are  not  much  larger  than  myrtle  berries ;  but  fweet 
and  palatable,  efpecially  the  black. 

The  clergyman  and  his  wife  gave  us  a  friendly  reception.  After  an 
«xcurfion  of  almoft  ten  leagues,  we  regaled  on  wine  and  excellent  Honey. 
Imagine  to  yourfclf  the  ambrofia  which  the  bees  of  the  Alps  fuck,  from 
the  .flowers  of  the  Alps;  and  imagine  that  you  tafte  the  honey  of  Hy- 
mettus,  or^f  Hybla, 

It  was  nearly  five  o'clock,  and  we  were  defirous  of  vifiting  the  loweft 
glacier.  The  clergyman  was  our  guide.  It  ftands  half  a  league  from 
the  parfonage  houfe.  Sophia  went  with  us,  notwithftanding  the  difli- 
culty  of  the  way,  through  a  defile  almoft  impaflable,  from  cliflfs,  flints, 
and  fnow,  which  had  been  blown  from  the  mountain. 

Beneath  us  were  enormous  icicles.  Jacobi  difcovered  a  fpacious.hall 
of  ice^  which  I  entered  with  him  :  but  the  clergyman  entreated  us  to 
leave  it,  and  perfifted  in  departing  from  a  place  where,  two  days  be- 
fore, there  had  been  none  of  the  ice  which  we  beheld. 

The  people  of  the  Alps  are  all  of  them  perfuaded.  that  the  glaciers 
continue  feven  years  to  increale,  and  feven  years  to  diminifh.  The 
paftor,  who  has  lived  here  eight  years,  has  obferved  it  continually  de- 
creafe.  Sixteen  years  ago,  I,  my  brother^  and  Haugwitz,  ftood  on  this 
very  glacier  on  the  ice  ;  and  ftrawberries  grew  fo  near  us  that  we  could 
gather  them ;  which  now  is  not  pofllble.  The  ice  and  fn^w  have 
diminifhed  ;  but  the  defolation  of  the  defcending  ftones  has  increafed. 
Thefe  are  now  a  barrier  between  eternal  winter  and  the  verdant 
mountain. 

The  rock^  which  ftands  at  the  foot  of  this  glacier,  is  called  the  Fi- 
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fcherliorn.  The  white  Lutfchina  rifes  out  of  the  glacier;  and  the 
black  Liitfchina  from  a  higherglacicr  at  Scheideck.  Their  waters  mia- 
gle  in  the  valley  of  Grindelwald. 

On  thefe  heights,  where  the  rocks  furround  the  plains  and  are  the 
boundaries  of  eternal  winter,  milk  and  honey  flow,  wheat  ripens,  and 
various  fruits  profper^  The  inhabitants  annually  fupply  their  neigh- 
bours with  above  a  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  cheefe  ;  and  are  fub- 
je6l:  to  the  high  bailiflfcf  Interlaken*  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  they  are  the 
only  people  in  Switzerland  who  pay  a  tax,.though  an  inconfiderable 
one,  for  their  cattle.  This  was  impofed  upon  them  as  a  punifhment, 
for  their  obftiiXate  refiftance  of  the  reformation.  In  my  opinion,  it 
would  be  worthy  the  wife  government  of  Berne  to  annul  this  little  tax  j 
wbich  was  but  an  attempt  to  enflave  opinion*. 

We  early  left  our  worthy  hoft,  and  travelled  four  leagues  on  a  de- 
fcent  to  the  vaHey  of  Grindelwald,  and  befide  the  Lutfchina,  into  the 
valley  of  Lutfchina  ;,  from  which  we  proceeded  to  the  ftill  deeper  vale 
of  Lauterbrunir.  •   Our  daring    guides    feldom  locked    the   wheel; 
though  the  carriage  often  rolled  precipitately  along,   Our  road  continued 
through  a  narrow  valley,  between  rocks  and  mounrairis  covered  with 
elms,  pines,-  and  other  green  trees ;  which,  would  have  (haded  us,  had 
not  thefe  rocks  and  mountains  fhut  out. the  fun.     The  verdant  valley, 
through  which  the  Lutfchina  runSj  is  narrow  and  very  populous.     We 
faw  the  Staubbach  at  a  diftance  j  and,  on  this  iide  of  that  celebrated  wa- 
terfall,, a  fmaller  cafcade.     This  laft,  on  the  7th  of  Auguff  of  the  prefent 
year,  fwelled  by  thegufli  of  a  fummer  fhower,  poured  its  waters  into  the 
valley*.    The  Lutfchina  rofe,.  and  entirely  carried  away  the  inn.     We 
faw  the  ruins,  fcattered  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
&otn  the  place' where  the  houfe  had  ftood. 

As  foon  as  we  came  to  the  village  of  Lauterbrunn,  we  alighted ;  and 
went  to  the  Staubbach.  This  waterfall  ru(hes  down  a  wild  rocky  de- 
clivity^ nine  hundred  feet.higb  j.whichis  overgrown  with.brufliwood.. 
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fHcre  the  fiill  ftream  rolls  tempeftuoufly.  As  it  falls,  the  pillar  of  Water 
difperfes  into  a  fine  rain ;  which  does  not  defcend  perpendicularly,  but 
yields  a  little  to  the  wind.  It  then  meets  with  a  projeding  icafFold  erf 
rock  ;  and  a  part  runs  down  its  fide  in  fingle  ftreams,  while  another  part 
^aflies  below  in  clouds,  and  covers  the  green  turf  with  its  fpray. 

The  path  is  fomewhat  difficult,  from  the  water  overflowing  the  ftone; 
and  from  the  black  flints.  The  morning  fun  formed  a  broad  rainbow^ 
in  the  nether  cloud  of  the  fliream  ;  and,  as  we  came  nearer,  we  faw  a 
tound  and  complete  circle,  which  beamed  with  all  the  colours  of  thci 
iris. 

Oppofite  the  Staubbach,  an  advancing  cliff  of  the  Jungfrau  towers ; 
which  is  called  the  Monk,  and  which  here  conceals  the  fnow-covered 
Jungfrau,  the  fummit  of  which  we  difcovered  as  foon  as  we  were  at  a 
little  diflance. 

We  returned  to  our  carriage,  and  quickly  came  to  the  houfe  which 
the  inn-keeper,  after  the  lofs  of  his  inn,  had  hired  to  receive  hi«  guefts* 
He  was  not  at  home,  and  we  alked  the  gentle  and  friendly  hoftcfs  to 
give  us  the  hiftory  of  their  misfortune.  She  did  not,  as  many  would 
have  done,  exhauft  herfelf  in  complaining ;  but  related  the  accident  in 
ifew  words,  and  added  that  (he  and  her  hufband  had  intended  to  fell  tht 
houfe,  that  they  might  retire  to  that  in  which  we  were,  and  which  be- 
longed to  them,  and  live  at  their  eafe.  Whether  their  lofs  induced  thetn 
to  renounce  this  peaceable  project  I  do  not  know :  but  that  the  tran- 
quillity of  her  mind  was  not  to  be  difturbed,  by  lofs  or  gain,  her  cheeiv 
ful,  fatisfied,  and  kind  deportment  fufficiently  fhewed. 

Baron  von  Block,  whom  I  met  fome  weeks  ago  in  Zurich,  has  ;giveix 
me  the  following  account  of  this  fudden  misfortune. 

On  the  17th  of  Auguil,  late  in  the  evening,  he  tirrived  at  Lauter- 
branur,  when  the  people  of  the  inn  were  all  afleep;  and  probdbfy  his 
arrival  prevented  the  landlord  and  the  landlady,  with  their  domeftics, 
from  perifhing.    ISoon  after  the  hndia^  came  to  hts  cbanlber,  and 
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called  on  him  to  fave  himfelf.  He  hurried  out,  opened  the  houfe 
door,  and  was  met  by  the  waves.  The  good  people  had  fcarcely  time 
to  place  a  ladder  againft  the  chimney ;  and,  efcaping  with  their  gueft 
over  the  roof,  made  a  great  leap,  to  which  the  fear  of  death  induced 
them,  upon  an  oppofite  height,  before  the  wild  torrent  had  fwept  away 
and  utterly  deftroyed  the  houfe.  On  this  height,  they  paffed  a  cold, 
wet,  and  fearful  night.  The  Baron  von  Block,  who  had  efcaped  with 
the  lofs  of  his  clothes,  and,  what  added  to  his  diftrefs,  who  had  loft  in  a 
moment  all  the  notes  and  drawings  he  had  made  in  his  travels,  com^* 
miferated  the  good  landlord ;  who  anfwered  him,  with  the  dignity  of  a 
chriftian  fage,  *'  The  lord  has  given,  the  lord  has  taken  away  :'*  he 
perhaps  may  give  again* 

We  continued  our  journey  back  to  Interlaken ;  and  for  a  little  way 
by  the  fame  road,  till  we  came  to  a  bridge  over  the  Lutfchina. 

We  purfued  the  courfe  of  this  pleafant  ftream,  which  was  always 
winding  among  woody  mountains  and  rocks.  Of  thefe  mountains  the 
Saufeberg  is  the  moft  remarkable ;  from  which  a  rivulet  deferving  of  its 
name,  the  Saufebach,  or  roaring  ftream,  rapidly  flows. 

From  Interlaken,  we  went  to  Neuhaus,  took  boat,  and  returned  yef- 
terday  evening,  before  dufk,  to  Thun. 

The  fmall  diftrid  of  Thun  was  long  fubjeft  to  its  own  Counts.  It 
afterward  defcended  to  the  Dukes  of  Zahringen  ;  and  from  them  to  their 
heirs  the  Counts  of  Kyburg.  After  its  matters  had  pledged  it  more 
than  once  to  Berne,  they  finally  delivered  it  up  to  this  canton,  in  the 
year  1384.  The  principal  magiftrate  of  Thun  has  the  title  of  Schult- 
heifs. 

The  town  of  Thun  enjoys  great  privileges,  and  has  its  own  council: 
but  the  Schultheifs  fits  as  prefident. 

As  we  could  not  get  horfes,  we  remained  there  all  the  morning,  and 
afcendcd  the  tower  of  the  church  ;  from  which  there  is  a  fine  profpedV,  to- 
ward the  lake  and  the  mountains.  People  are  often  detained  in  Swit- 
zerland, by  the  want  of  Poft-houfes.     Some  years  ago,  the  government 
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of  Bcmc  appointed  extra  poft-houfcs  ;  but  gave  up  the  projed  becaufe 
fodder  was  dear^  and  the  ftate  was  a  lofer.  Travellers  do  not  fuffi*-- 
oiently  recolleft  thefe  circumftances,  when  they  make  exaggerated  conv-^ 
plaints  of  the  price  paid  to  the  guides.  They  forget  too  that  the 
driver  and  his  horfes,  in  winter,  are  out  of  employment* 
.  In  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  Berne;  over  a  flat  but  fruitful  coun- 
try. I  fliall  give  you  an  account  of  this  very  remarkable  town  in  my  next» 


Bi 


LETTER    XVIII. 

Berne,  20th  September  I7pr» 

►ERNE  was  founded  in  the  year  11 91,  by  Berthold  Y 
l)uke  of  Zahringen.  His  father,  Berthold  the  fourth,  certainly 
had  the  intention  to  build  this  town.  The  Dukes  of  Zahring.en 
were  Statthalters  of  the  German  empire,  in  a  part  oS  Swabia*  and: 
of  Switzerland.  Berthold  th«  fourth  built  Freiburg  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  Berthold  the  third,  Freiburg  in  Brifgau.  The  charafter 
of  the  times  impelled  the  little  nobles,  and  free  burghers,  to  feek 
a  fecure  refuge  againft  the  enterprifes  of  the  great  nobles,  and  their, 
reftlefs  fief  holders ;  and  the  policy  of  princes  eafily  feized  this  pre- 
text, that,  by  leflTening  the  power  of  the  great  Barons,  they  might  in- 
creafe  their  own.  This  town  was  particularly  efteemed  as  a  place  of 
fafety,  and  of  rendezvous,  for  the  fmall  nobility.  It  was  built  on  a 
fpot  which  nature  had  fortified  ;  the  Aar  flowing  on  three  of  its  fides, 
Berthold  gave  the  new  town  laws,  and  privileges ;  which,  in  the  year 
12 18,  were  confirmed  by  the  Emperor  :  fo  that  it  was>  even  then,  a 
free  imperial  town. 

At  the  death  of  Berthold,  it  retained  its  own  government  j  being 
negledled  by  the  unftable  power  of  the  empire. 

Rudolphus  of  Habfburg,  whofe  intention  it  was  to  leave  a  confi- 
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^erable  inheritance  to  his  defccndants  in  Switwrland,  appeared  before 
Berne  with  an  army,  under  the  pretext  of  reinftating  the  fugitive  Jews 
in  power:  but  the  people  fliut  their  gates  againft  him,  and'preffing 
affairs  called  Rudolphus  to  another  place.  His  fon,  Albert  the  firft^ 
inherited  his  father's  ambition,  added  to  his  own  cupidity  j  againft 
which  the  wealth  of  the  empire  was  as  little  fecure  as  the  inheritance  of 
his  nephew,  John  of  Swabia.  He  made  war  upon  Berne,  with  differ- 
ent fuccefs  ;  the  people  of  Berne  being  the  moft  frequently  vidtorious^ 
till,  in  the  year  1308,  the  three  old  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Unter- 
wald,  threw  off  the  yoke.  In  1309,  Albert  was  murdered,  by  his  ne^ 
phew  John,  and  the  other  confpirators :  John  having  conceived  a  bitter 
hatred  againft  him,  becaufe  of  the  injuftice  done  him  by  Albert. 

The  territory  of  Berne  was  divided  into  four  pari(hes.  The  nobles 
ruled  the  little  ftate ;  and,  with  their  wealth  and  blood>  frequently  de- 
fended its  poffeffions,  freedom,  and  fecurity.  The  burghers  gradually 
became  warlike  :  their  fliort  wars  did  not  prevent  them  from  cultivat- 
ing their  land,  and  collecting  its  produce  ;  though  they  were  exercifed  in 
arms,  and  thus  rendered  habitually  courageous*  The  youth  of  Berne,  fr^ 
tjuently,  and  perhaps  too  eafily,  provoked  to  the  field,  inflamed  by  their 
increafmg  love  of  war,  took  caftle  after  caftle.  Enemy  after  enemy  was 
attacked  ;  and  the  laws  of  war  annexed  the  conquered  diftrids  to  the 
ftate.  Small  communities  fought  the  proteflion  of  Berne  j  which 
ftrengthened  itfelf  as  much  by  its  prudence  as  by  it«  fortune  in  war: 
making  alliances  with  inferior  ftates  againft  the  mighty  fief  holders, 
who,  in  the  middle  ages,  were  the  common  foe  of  growing  cities. 

Soleure  was  always  the  true  friend  of  Berne.  Freiburg,  although 
itsfiftcr,  was  always  its  rival ;  and  Frequently  its  declared  enemy.  It 
allied  itfelf  againft  Berne,  with  the  jealous  Counts  of  Kyburg,  Griiy* 
eres,  Arberg,  Nidau,  and  Neufchatel.  The  allies,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thoufand  ftrong,  encamped  before  the  little  town  of  Laupen ; 
which,  vnthits  diftrid,  Berne  had  purchafed,  and  had  firft  eredted  into 
a  bailiwick. 
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Rudolphus  of  Eriach,  who  had  ferved  the  Counts  of  Nidau,  but  had 
deferted  them  to  combat  for  his  country,  was  the  leader  of  the  little  ar- 
my of  IJerne ;  which,  with  the  aid  fent  by  Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwat 
den,  and  other  allies,  amounted  only  to  five  thoufand  men.  The 
proud  Counts  and  their  arrogant  cavaliers  defpifed  the  feeble  foe: 
not  perhaps  fo  much  becaufe  of  its  fmall  numbers,  as  from  that  felf* 
fufiicient  arrogance  which  the  deeds  of  their  forefathers,  and  in  part 
their  own  ads,  infpired ;  and  which,  if  they  could  not  juftify,  feemed 
to  excufe  them.  But  the  prodigious  fpears,  wielded  by  the  nervous 
arms  of  the  fmall  army,  unhorfed  the  mailed  knights.  The  allies  againft 
Berne  left  three  thoufand  flain  on  the  field. 

A  new  viftory,  gained  over  Freiburg,  by  which  it  was  in  immineat 
danger,  increafed  the  courage  of  Berne. 

The  citizens  of  Berne  were  in  full  enjoyment  of  their  viddry,  when 
a  temporary  truce  was  made,  in  the  year  1343,  through  the  mediation 
of  Agnes  of  Auftria,  widow  of  Andrew,  King  of  Hungary.  When 
war  again  broke  out,  the  people  of  Berne  fuffered  a  great  defeat,*  in 
the  valley  of  Sieben. 

In  the  year  1348,  they  were  vifited  by  the  plague  ;  which  fpread 
from  the  Italian  ports  through  Germany ;  and  this  vifitation  was  fo 
fearful,  in  the  northern  kingdoms,  that  the  Danifh  peafants  to  this  day 
occafionally  mention  it,  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Death. 

Lucerne  and  Ziirich  had  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  three  firft 
cantons ;  and  thefe  allies  having  taken  Claris  and  Zug  by  force  of 
arms,  communicated  to  their  inhabitants  the  full  rights  of  liberty ; 
when,  in  the  year  i  ^$2j  ^^f ne  was  received  into  the  confederacy, 
where  it  then  aflumed  the  fecond  rank ;  which  it  has  ever  fince  main* 
tained. 

In  the  year  1375,  Enguerrend  de  Coucy,  followed  by  Englifh, 
French,  and  Brabant  knights,  who,  according  to  the  manners  of  thofe 
times,  were  foldiers  of  fortune  and  had  ferved  in  long  wars  between 
France  and  England,  attacked  Switzerland^  under  the  pretext  of  its 
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being  the  dowry  of.  his  mother;  who  was  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
Coucy  was  defeated  by  the  confederates,  at  Lucerne  j  and  afterward  at 
Frauenbrunnen,  by  the  people  of  Berne  j  and  he  and  his  fugitives  were- 
driven  from  the  country. 

While  the  confederates  were  acquiring  new  fame  agalnd  Auftria^  at 
Sempach  and  Naffels,  the  people  of  Berne  attacked  the  Counts  of  Ky- 
burg,  who  fided  with  Auftria,  in  Thua  and  Burgdorf :  both  of  which 
places  were  ceded  to  them  at  the  peace..  They  like  wife  conquered  the 
counties  of  Nidau  and  Buren*  By  various  means,  partly  by  the  be- 
flowing  the  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and  partly  by  the  conqueft  of  feudal 
knights  and  barons,  they  poflcffed  themfelves  of  the  upland  valleys  of 
the  Alps*  Thefe  new  conquefta  increafed  the  power,  but  exhaufted  the 
treafury,  of  Berne.  The  chief  magiftrates  loaded  the  country  with 
taxes;  and,  in  1384,  an  affembly  of  the  burghers  difplaced  many  of 
the  guilty,  or  who  wcreTuppofed  to  be  guilty^  and  reftored  tranquillity.. 

When  Frederick  .Duke  of  Auftria  fell  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire, 
in  the  council  of  Conflance,  becaufe  he  had  fupported  the  unfortunate 
Pope  John  XXIII  againft  Martin  V,  the  people  of  Berne,  according 
to  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  times,  and  being  invited  to  this  ad  by  the  Em- 
peror Sigifmund,  attacked  Aargau;  and  obliged  Zofingen,  Aarau,^ 
Brug,  and  Lenzburg,  with  their  appendages  to  furrender ;  and  thefe 
now  form  one  of  the  mod  fertile  diftri(3:s  in  their  pofleffion..  They 
and  their  allies  likewife  conquered  the  county  of  Baden,  Sigifmund^ 
glad  to  weaken  his  enemy,  for  a  fum  of  money  conifirroed  them  ia 
the  poflefTion  of  thefe  territories^ 

After  the  death  of  the  laft  Count  of  Toggenburg,,  a  ruinous  war 
broke  out,  between  the  cantons  of  Ziirich  and  Schweitz,  concerning  his 
inheritance.  Ziirich  demanded  the  aid  of  Auftria  ;  and  Schweitz  re- 
quired the  confederates  to  decide  between  it  and  the  canton  that  had 
allied  itfelf  to  the  comnaon  foe.  Ziirich  would  not  admit  of  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  confederates:  they  therefore  to©k  part  with  Schweitz, 
This  war,,  which  was  the  firft  that  happened  among  the  confederates, 
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continued JFrorh  the  year  1436  to  the  year  1444.  It  was  in  the  laft 
year  of  this  \^ar  that  the  confederates  fuffered  the  honourable  lofs  that 
befel  them,  in' the  churchyard  of  St.  James  at  Bafle,  againft  Lewis  the 
Dauphin  of  France.  Not  the  flight  but  the  death  of  the  opponents' 
gave  vi£tory,  to  the  numerous  army  of  France ;  and  compelled  the 
Dauphin  to  return  to  France,  and  confefs  that  his  powers  were  infufEr- 
cient  foT  the  obtaining  of  fuch  another  battle. 

The  confederates  foon  after  made  war  on  Sigifmuftd,  Duke  of  Au- 
ftria ;  who,  being  impoverifhed,  mortgaged  Alfatia  and  another  terri- 
tory to  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Audacious  princes 
often  impart  their  arrogance  to  their  dependants.  The  JlatibaUer,  or 
governor  of  Charles,  irritated  the  people  of  Berne ;  and  they  fent  am- 
bafladors  to  complain  to  the  Duke,  who  made  thefe  ambaflfadors  kneel 
In  his  prefence.  A  fimilar  kind  of  conduct  enflamed  the  Alfetiafisj 
who^  being  immediately  under  the  power  of  Hagenbach,  the  ftatthalter, 
^ere  moft  fubjefl  to*  his  cruelty.  They  therefore  feized  him^  and  put 
him  to  death.  Charles  was  frantic  in  his  rage.  Part  of  the  council  o^ 
Berne  wi(hed  for  an  accommod^ion  with  hirii.,  others  for  war.  Lewis 
XI  of  France  had  influence  over  fome  of  the  members  of  the  council ; 
and  to  him  it  was  partly  owing  tliat  this  warlike  people  took  arms, 
againft  Charles.  At  that  time,  the  fecret  influence  of  France  was  more 
dangerous  than  its  fword  ;  and  the  qu'eftion  was  determined  in  favour 
*ofwar. 

Adrian  of  Bu'benl)erg,  of  an  antient  family,  which  in  deeds  of  war 
and  peace  had  been  famous  from  the  earlieft  times  of  the  republick,  for 
certainly  Berthold  had  been  firft  induced  to  build  the  city  of  Berne  by 
t)ne  of  thiis  family,  Adrian  of  Bubenberg  was  in  favour  of  peace  :  but 
young  Nicholas  of  Diefbach,  wRofe  wealth,  ardour,  and  popular  arti- 
fice had  weight,  which  was  the  more  dangerous  becaufe  he  was  the  par- 
tifan  of  Lewis,  was  for  war ;  and  accordingly  an  alliance  was  concluded, 
between  the  confederates  and  Alfatia,  againft  Charles  the  Bold.  The 
puke  was  employed  elfewhere,  when  his  army  in  Alfatia  was  attacked, 
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art <r defeated.  The  Swifs  took  Orbe,  and  Grandfon^from  the  family  of 
Chalons ;  which  was  allied  with  the  Duke ;  fell  on  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  }aid  Geneva  under  contribution. 

In  the  year  1476,  Cfaarles^  came  with  a  pOwerfW  army,  took  Grand- 
fon  by  capitulatisML^  and,  contrary  to  his  promife,  hung  the  garrtibn: 
but  he  was  afterward  defeated  hcre,,and  put  to  flight,. by  eighteen  thou- 
iand  Swifs. 

He  then  retired  to  Lamfantiei^colleaed  troops,  and'befieged'Murten  y 
iwhich  Adrian  o£  Bubenberg  defended,  with  a  garrifon  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men;  The  Swift  ipardbedi  i^^nft  Charles,  and  attacked  bim  ;. 
aided  by  Renatu^,  Duke  of  Lorrain,  whom  Charles  had  robbed  of  his 
pofleilions; '  Here  they  gaiqed  a  celebrated  vidory.  The  cavalry  of 
Burgundy  were  cut  to  pioc^s  j  and  the  flyingarmy  was  purfued  to  the 
lake,  iji  which  thqufands  periflied.  Charles  only  efcaped  by  fwim- 
ming  acrofe  on  horfeback* .    . 

In  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of  1477,  Charles  befieged  Nancy; 
and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  called  on  the  Swifs  for  aid.  .They  came,  the 
Burgundians  loft  the  battle,  and  Charles  his  life.  An  old  French  hif- 
torian  relates^  with  the.  fimplicity  and  ardour  of  his  times^  that  the 
found  of  the  great  horn,  which  the  Swifs  are  accuftomed  to  blow  at  the 
beginning  of  a  battle,  had  put  the  boldeft  warrior  of  his  age  to  flight,, 
by  reminding  him  of  the  battle  of  Murten  *. 

The  Swifa  had  now  reached  the  fummit  of  warlike  fame  :  but  fuch 
fummits  are  ever  dangerous  to  nations.^  The  warlike  youth  were  arro- 
gant, and  diforderly.  Princes,,  who  dnrft  not  confide,  in  their  own 
troops,  endeavoured,  and  not  always  in  vain,  to  corrupt  the  chiefs  of  a? 
nation  which  they  could  not  have  conquered  in  battle..  Hence  fufpi- 
cion,Teftle(rnefs,.and  contention,  arofej.\ 

Berne  had.  conquered  Murten  and  Grandfon  for  itfelfj  and  Orbe 
iti  common  with  Freiburg.     It  likewife.  in  common  .with  Freiburg  pof- 

^  On  fit  fonner  le  grand  cor,  par  trois  fois,  tant  que  le  vent  du  foufHeur  pouvoit  du* 
rcr  \  ce.qui  ebalit  fort  Monfieur  de  Bourgoygne^  car  i  Morat  Tavolt  oui. 
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fefled  Schwarzenburg  which  it  purchafed  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy.  The 
democratie  cantons  looked  with  well-founded  jealoufy  oa  the  growing 
power  of  Berne,  and  its  new  connedion  with.  Freiburg.  During  the 
Burgundian  war,  they  had  certainly  ordered  their  commanders,  when 
they  laid  fiege  to  any  place  to  keep  their  troops'  diitiadl  from  thofe  of 
Berne  and  Freiburg-  The  pofleffion  of  fortified  towns  muft  be  hate- 
ful, to  thofe  whofe  love  of  freedom  warns  them  to  keep  no  fuch  on 
their  own  territories.  Berne  and  Freiburg  were  but  the.  more  clofely 
united ;  and  the  democratic  cantons  confidered  this  as  a  defertion  of 
the  confederacy.  The  cpnteft  became  bitter ;  and  a  general  afiembly 
of  the  confederates  was  called,  at  Stanz  and  Unterwald.  They  were 
about  to  decide  the  difpute  by  force  of  arms  with  redoubled  acrimony  j 
had  not  the  worthy  paftor  of  Stanz  fent  to  Nicholas  von  der  Fliie. 
This  man  had  been  Landammarin,  or  high  bailiff,  of  Unterwald.  The 
other  particulars,  the  manner  in  which  he  appeafed  them,  and  the  ho- 
nour in  which  his  name  is  held,  I  have  already  related. 

About  this  time,  many  of  the  knights  of  Swabia  had  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  band  ;  under  the  title  of  the  knights  of  St.  George. 
Some  trivial  accidents  brought  on  a  war,  between  thefe  knights  and 
the  confederates  ;  and  the  Swifs,  in  various  battles,  had  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage. Their  youth,  before  too  fond  of  war,  now  became  more 
imruly ;  and,  in  times  of  peace,  eagerly  fought  occafion  to  fhew  their 
courage."  The  people  of  Berne,  more  than  the  others,  enlifted  them- 
felves  under  foreign  banners.  It  was  cuftomary  for  Italian  free  ftates, 
and  princes,  to  hire  foreign  troops ;  and  they  were  particularly  de- 
firous  of  th«  Swifs.  This  noble  people  blufti  at  the  remembrance  of 
thofe  times,  when,  waging  mercenary  war,  the  brother  pointed  his 
fpear  againft  the  brother's  breaft.  Frequently  deceived  by  the  Italians, 
the  angry  fon  of  the  Alps  would  forfake  one  party,  and  go  ever  to  the 
other.  Oh  that  fome  patriot  had  then  played  the  Kubreiben;  aod 
that  the  loud  fong  had  awakened  in  them  the  remembrance  of  their 
home,  and  the  delights  of  their  own  country  !  Oh  that  a  Nicholas  of 
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*tfce  Rock  had  arifen,  and  had  driven  the  ftranger  and  his  clercenarjr 
bribes  from  the  land  of  peace  and  freedom ! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  Bafle,  SchafFhaufen,  and 
Appcnzel,  were  admitted  into  the  confederacy.  This  century,  which 
was  fo  memorable  to  moft  part  of  Europe,  was  no  lefs  remarkable  for 
the  enlightened  knowledge  which  it  brought  to  many  of  the  cantons 
of  Switzerland.  The  great  Zuingle  firft  lighted  the  torch  of  truth  in 
Ziirich.  Haller  found  more  appofition  in  Berne.  To  the  refi fiance 
which  each  new  dodrine  muft  meet,  was  added  that  clandeftine  oppo* 
(ition  to  thofe  principles  which  combated  prejudice,  immorality,  and 
eftablifhed  abufes^  Among  other  vices  of  the  times,  the  reformers  re- 
proved the  Swifs  for  taking  arms  in  thefervice  of  foreign  princes,  or  free 
ftates ;  and,  while  Zuingle  lived,  he  prevented  the  practice  in  Zurich. 

Among  other  obftacles  which  Haller  found,  the  int^reft  of  the  great 
families  was  one.  The  numerous  and  lucrative  church  benefices  abun- 
dantly provided  for  their  younger  fons.  Modern  writers,  who  fometimes 
magnify  and  at  others  diminifh  objeds,  and  fet  them  in  a  falfe  light, 
have  fome  reafon  on  theii?  fide,  when  they  aflert  that  the  reformation 
was  principally  the  work  of  felfiih  princes,  who  thirfled  after  the  poC- 
leflions  of  the  church;  but  .they  will  find  it  difficult  clearly  to  (hew 
what  motive  fbould  induce  the  council  of  Berne  to  countenance  the  ad- 
miflion  of  the  new  doArine.  However,  in  1528,  the  reformation  was 
ellabliflied,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  in  the  greateft  number  of  the  thirteen 
Cantons. 

The  zealous  citizens  of  Ziirich  made  war  on  the  catholic  cantons,  be- 
eaufe  the  former  wifhed  the  reformation  fhould  take  place  in  them  alL 
They  were  vanquifhed,  in  two  battles,  by  the  catholics ;  in  one  of 
which  Zuingle  loft  his  life,  at  Kappel,  in  the  territories  of  Zurich,  and 
on  the  confines  of  Zug. 

At  Geneva,  the  partifans  of  the  reformed,  who  were  called  the 
Eidgnofs*,  which  the  French  mif-pronounce  Hugonots,  prevailed  over 

*  Eidgenoflcn :  confederates. 
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the  catholics  ;  who  took  the  name  of  the  Savoyards.  In  this  year,  1528", 
Geneva  allied  itfelf  more  clofely  to  Berne  and  Freiburg :  for  it  had 
been  allied  to  thefe  ftates  at  the  time  of  the  Burgundian  war.  The 
Duke  of  Savoy  was  jealous  of  this  alliance,  and  committed  hoftilities  j 
till  at  length  a  truce  was  made,  between  him  and  Geneva ;  with  the 
condition  that,  if  it  was  again  broken  by  the  Duke,  he  fhould  forfeit 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  to  Berne :  if  broken  by  the  people  of  Geneva,  they 
were  no  more  to  remain  allied  to  thefe  cantons.  The  war  again  broke- 
out  ;  for  the  people  of  Berne  imagined  they  had  juft  caufe  of  com*- 
plaint,  for  which  they  had  received  no  recompenfe.  However,  in 
^Sl^'i  when  Francis  the  firft  of  France  took  the  principality  of  Pied- 
mont from  the  Duke,  Charles,  they  likewife  took  the  Pays  deVaud^ 
and  a  part  of  Savoy. 

They  were  induced  to  refign  their  conquefts  in  Savoy,  to  which  at 
that  time  was  annexed  the  country  of  Gex,  which  is  now  a  part  of 
Burgundy,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  other  cantons :  but  they  re- 
tained the  whole  Pays  de  Vaud ;  and,  from  that  time,  the  limits  be- 
tween them  and  Savoy  have  been  the  lake  of  Geneva,  The  people  of 
Frdburg  had  a  fmall  fhare  of  this  rich  booty.  The  Counts  of  Gruy- 
eres  refufed  to  do  homage  to  the  cantons,  for  their  lordfhips  in  the  Pa^s 
de  Vaud:  but  Michael,  the  laft  Count  of  this  houfe,  being  much  in 
debt,  had  his  rights  bought  up  by  the  people  of  Berne  ;  and  his  de- 
fcendants  were  robbed  of  Rougemont  and  Oron.  This  was  the  laft 
and,  truth  to  fay,  not  the  moft  dignified,  of  the  conquefts  of  Berne. 

In  1574,  Ziirich  was  included  in  the  fixed  alliance  that  had  been 
made,  between  Berne  and  Geneva,  in  1557.  About  this  time,  Berne 
was  confirmed  in  its  poffeflion  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  by  Henry  the  third 
of  France. 

Some  civil  difturbances  took  place  in  Berne  during  the  feventeenth 
century,  one  caufe  of  which  was  the  Anabaptifts.  Their  religion  for- 
bade them  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  and  this  perhaps  is  a  greater  inconvenience 
in  a  republic,  where  the  country  is  defended  by  its  own  citizens,  than 
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it  is  in  a  monarchy,  where  an  army  of  mercenaries  may  be  em- 
ployed. 

The  meafares  that  ivere  taken  againft  them  were  certainly  too  fevere ; 
and  were  certainly  unjuft,  A  family  of  the  reformed  religion,  who 
liad  fled  frOmSchweitzto  Ziirich,  and  who  were  refufed  by  their  coun- 
trymen the  property  that  they  had  left  behind  them,  gave  occafion  to 
:a  ftiort  war ;  between  the  five  catholic  cantons  on  one  fide,  and  Zurich 
and  Beme  on  the  other.  The  people  of  Lucerne  gained  a  viftory  over 
the  people  of  Berne  ;  and  the  conteft  fubfided  :  but  fifty  years  of  peace 
with  foreign  powers  did  not  ftifle  the  fire  of  party  jealoufy.  The 
catholic  cantons  thought  they  might,  in  cafe  of  need,  depend  upon  aid 
from  France  :  but  old  Lewis  was  then  engaged  in  an  unfortunate  war, 
which  perhaps  induced  the  people  of  Berne  and  Ziirich  to  draw  their 
fwords  againft  their  brothers,  in  the  year  17 12. 

It  cannot  however  be  denied  but  they  had  fome  caufe.  The  Abbot 
of  St.  Gall  oppreflTed  the  greateft  part  of  his  fubjefls  of  Toggenburg. 
This  diftrid,  which  had  formerly  been  fubjed  to  its  own  Counts,  was^ 
in  the  year  1469,  for  a  fum  of  money,  configned  to  the  Abbot  of  Si. 
Gall.  Moft  of  the  inhabitants,  the  number  of  whom  may  amount  to 
about  fifty  thoufand,  were  of  the  reformed  religion  ;  and  this  part  of 
the  community  fufiered  great  vexatian  from  the  Abbot.  In  the  year 
1696,  he  oppreffed  them  in  a  very  infupportable  manner.  They 
claimed  their  frequently-confirmed  privileges  ;  and  fled  for  fupport  to 
Ziirich,  and  Berne.  Till  the  year  1712,  it  was.only  a  war  of  words : 
but  it  then  broke  out  into  open  hoftilities  between  the  cantons  of 
Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwald,  Lucerne,  and  Zug^  in  oppofition  to  Berne, 
and  Ziirich. 

During  this  fliort  conteft,  the  reformed  cantons  had  the  advantage. 
The  Abbot  of  St.  Gall  was  allowed  to  pofltfs  the  county  of  Toggen- 
burg :  but  religious  freedom  was  fully  confirmed  to  the  Proteftants^ 
The  catholic  cantons  loft  their  fhare  in  the  county  of  Baden,  and  in 
the  lower  part  of  what  were  called  the  other  free  diftridts :  but  Berne 
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maintained  equal  rights,  iii  common  with  the  feven  old  cantons,  over 
Thurgau,  Sargans,  and  Rheinthal. 

So  ended  the  laft  war,  in  which  the  Swifs  combated  each  other  :  and 
may  wars  like  thefe  never  be  renewed  !  But  it  will  ever  remain  worthy 
of  admiration,  that  fo  many  independent  ftates,  whofe  forms  of  govern- 
ment and  religion  are  fo  different,  and  whofe  interefts  muft  neceffarily 
fo. often  clafh,  fhould  fo  feldom  have  broken  the  holy  bonds. of  union.: 
a  bond  which,  feventeen  years  hence,  will  have  continued  five  centUf 
ries  ;  and  which  will  then  well  deferve  a  jubilee. 

It  muft  be  owned  that  the  canton  of  Berne,  in  antient  times,  took 
advantage  of  the  Counts,  thewr  neighbours ;  and,  in  modern,  of  the 
people  of  Savoy  ;  to  increafe  their  territories  :  for  which  their  forefa- 
thers may  blufl>.  5ut,,  for  many  years,  it  has  been  animated  by  a  dif- 
ferent fpirit.  It  is  now  honoured  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and 
beloved  by  all  the  cantons ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  furnifli  an  exam- 
ple, from  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  where  more  moderation  and  love  of 
juftice  have  been  feen,  than  they  have  fhewn  to  their  allies  of  ev^ery 
defcription. 

I  think  it  may  now  be  confidently  affirmedV  that  no  canton  has  tlue 
intention  of  taking  advantage  of  another.  Some  are  fatisfied  with 
their  power  and  wealth:  others  with  the  peace  and  noble  fimplicity 
-which  they  enjoy.  Each  taftes,  in  various  ways,  the  fruits  of  that 
freedom  which  was  fealed  by  the  blood  gf  their  forefathers.  This 
freedom  combines  all  that  is  dear,  allthafis  holy;  and  no  foreign., 
power  can  rob  them  of  it  while  they  remain  worthy  of  its  bleffing. 
The  Alps  may  again  be  furmounted ;  armies  again  may  crofs  their 
ftupendous  cliffs  :  but  concord,  fimplicity  of  manners,  good  education, 
religion  grounded  in  virtue,  and  virtue  ftrengthening  valour,  thefe  all 
furround  this  happy  people  with  a  wall  of  fire ;  and  deprive  neigh- 
bouring ftates  of  a  wifti  to  attack  a  nation,  which  they  well  may  envy, 
hut  cannot  fubdue*. 

LET^ 
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LETTER    XIX. 


Berne,  2 id  September  1791. 

V  ERY  oppofite  opinions  have  been  formed,  concerning  the 
conftitution  of  Berne,  Many  have  compared  it  to  the  oligarchy  of 
Venice :  while  fome  have  praifed  it  beyond  all  meafure.  Thefe  contra- 
dictions do  not  perhaps  fo  much  arife  out  of  any  real  difference  of  opi- 
nion, in  the  perfons  who  praife,  or  blame,  as  out  of  the  peculiar  manner 
of  each  in  viewing  the  objedis.  But  we  do  not  always  adopt  aright  point 
of  view*  We  frequently  form  our  judgment  from  the  firft  hafty  glance* 
This  indeed  is  the  moft  general  mode  of  determiningt  But  it  is  with 
our  underftanding  as  with  our  health  :  fliould  difeafe  attack  us,  if  our 
temperament  be  good,,  nature  will  give  us  aid.  The  hearts  of  the  vir- 
tuous are  curable,  faid  Homer i.aad. it  is  the  fame  with  their  under- 
ftanding. 

Thofe  who  confider  the  mere  outline  of  the  conftitution  of  Berne^ 
if  they  love  freedom,  will  perhaps  find  it  very  defedive.  He  however- 
who  attends  to  the  healthy  body  of  the  ftate,  where  the  head  is  clear,  the 
limbs  are  in  adiive  harmony  with  each  other,  and  the  fulnefs  of  life* 
invigorates  the  arm,  while  power  and  agility  combine  in  the  fervice- 
able  quick  foot;  he,  I  fay,  Vho  perceives  this,  will  hefitate  before  he  de-. 
cides  againft  a  government,  where  the  people  certainly  enjoy  a  high 
degree  of  healthy  freedom. 

The  living  body  of  a  ftate  muft  not  be  folely  judged  by  its  external 
proportions.  We  juftly  and  ligoroufiy  require  proportion,  from  the* 
arc;hite(Sl,  and  the  fculptor :  but  they  ftiew  us  nothing  but  the  contour. 
In  the  moft  healthy  bodies,  the  aftoniftied  anatomift  often  finds  great 
^efe<as:  while,  in  defiance  of  all  theory,-  thefe  bodies^  when  living,;, 
gave  no  figns  of  imperfeftion. 
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It  is  llkewife  true  that,  in  politics,  there  is  frequently  a  dead  letter, 
but  a  living  fpirit.  Manners  make  laws  almoft  ufelefs.  The  fpirit  of 
wifdom,  benevolence,  and  moderation,  defcending  from  father  to  fon, 
will  better  fecure  the  freedom  of  a  people  than  all  the  fplit-hair  theories 
of  any  conftitution  *. 

Berne  is  the  only  canton  in  which  neitlier'the  whole  people  nor  aU 
the  freemen  of  the  city  ever  affemble. 

The  democratic  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri,  Unterwald,  Zug,  Claris, 
andAppenzel,  all  of  them,  have  their  general  affemblies. 

Not  only  do  Zurich  and  Bafle,  whofe  conftitutions,  confidered  as 
towns,  are  democratic,  though  the  burghers  rule  the  country  people 
like  ariftocrats,  affemble  the  munictpality  of  the  town  ;  but  fo  likewife 
do  Lucerne,  Freiburg,  Soleure,  and  SchafFhaufen :  though  the<:itizens 
tlo  not  here  enjoy  an  equal  participation -^of  the  government. 

The  principles  of  the  conftitution  of  Berne  originated  with  the  town 
itfelf.  It  was  built  as  a  ftrong  hold ;  a  place  of  rendezvous,  for  the 
inferior  nobles ;  where  they  might  find  fafetj  againft  the  enterprifes 
of  the  furrounding  Counts,  and  great  Lords.  Thefe  nobles  were  war- 
like ;  and,  under  their  wing,  the  induftrious  merchant  and  the  peace- 
ful mechanic  found  the  tranquillity  and  protection  of  which  they  were 
in  need.  They  willingly  renounced  the  cares  of  government,  which 
^fe  men  do  not  always  find  a  fource  of  true  happinefs,  to  thofe  ftrong 
arms  that  were  ready  to  draw  the  fword  in  their  defence :  and  fo  fre- 
-quently  was  it  drawn,  by  thefe  nobles,  and  fo  effectually,  that  their 
xace  became  gradually  extinCt.     The  burghers  and  nobles  then  became 

•  Perhaps  there  is  no  truth  that  fo  much  defcrvcs  the  fcrious  attention  of  mankind,  as 
-that  which  this  paragraph  contains.  Thofe  who  tliink  that  laws  govern  a  nation,  are 
smiferably  miftaken.  The  people  know  nothing  of  law :  or  nothing  but  that  it  gives 
them  the  power  of  tormenting  each  other.  Their  rule  of  condu£i  is  the  opinion  of 
their  neighbours  :  improve  this  opinion,  and  their  morals  and  happinefs  muft  improve. 
It  is  the  deep  importance  of  the  fubjedi;  that  forces  from  me  this  otherwife  impertinent 
note.    T. 
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neceflarily  united ;  and  the  latter,  now  more  temperate,  had  felt  that 
the  government  ought  not  to  depend  on  too  fmall  a  number ;  but  that 
the  many  ought  to  call  the  few  to  account.  The  admiffion  of  certain 
burgher  families,  into  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  did  not  alter  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 

At  Rome,  the  road  to  the  higheft  offices  and  honours  was  open  to 
the  Plebeians :  but  though  a  Plebeian  family,  which  had  paffed  the  cu- 
rule  chair,  had  acquired  new  dignity,  power,  and  refpedt,  yet  this  new 
dignity  was  not  equal  to  the  fplendour  of  the  Patrician. 

The  moft  antient  chronicles  of  the  republic  of  Berne  fliew  that,  in 
thofe  times,,  the  whole  municipality  was  occafionally  affembled  :  but 
fuch  an  affembly  does  not  prove  any  ftated  or  adtive  power.  In  fimple 
ages,  men  were  not  fo  lightly  fearful  of  fubtle  conclufions.  The  in^ 
ferences  that  have  been  drawn,  in  our  times,  with  refpe£t  to  thefe  at* 
femblies,  from  which  it  has  been  imagined  that  the  great  council  was 
firft  founded  in  the  year  1384,  were  very  hafty.  An  original  paper, 
fo  early  as  the  year  1294,  mentions  the  two  hundred  ;  and  an  edid, 
of  the  year  13 14,  likewife  begins  with  thefe  words:  Wir Scbultbeifs^ 
Ratb^  und  Zweibundert  *. 

The  council  of  two  hundred,  formerly,  adlually  confided  of  that 
round  number :  but  it  was  gradually  increafed,  till  it  was  fometimes 
above  thrde  hundred.  A  law  therefore  was  made,  which  limited  the 
number  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  No  candidates  were  to  be 
clefted,  till  there  were  eighty  vacancies :  but  here  too  corruption  crept 
in.  Young  men,  who  afpired  to  this  honour,  found  old  counfellors, 
who  had  no  longer  any  hopes  of  enjoying  the  office  of  high  bailiff, 
whom  they  fecretly  penfioned  to  refign  their  places,  in  order  to  make 
the  eighty  vacancies,  that  they  might  be  elected.  Hence  the  law  now 
18  that  the  vacancies  of  living . counfellors  muft  not  be  numbered: 
there  muft  be  eighty  counfellors  dead,  before  there  can  be  any  new 
cleSion. 

♦  We  the  Advoyer,  Council,  and  two  hundred. 

Each 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^5  IHAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERTQ. 

Each  candidate  rauft  be  nine-and-twenty  years  of  age  ;  dating  eight 
days  after  baptifm.  Hence,  in  families  who  hope  their  defcendants 
may  be  counfellors,  they  have  the  males  chriftened  immediately  after 
birth,  Eledlions  generally  happen  once  ia  nine  or  ten  years4  and  any 
young  man  who  at  this  time  is  a  minor,  if  it  be  but  for  a  few  days^ 
muft  wait  till  the  next  ele£lioft. 

Every  burgher  of  Berne  has  the  right  of  belng^cleQ)ed  to  the  higheft 
dignities;  but  few  have  the  hope :  forthe4ittle  council,  which  con- 
fifts  of  tvventy-feven  members,  and  the  fixteen,  who  are  annuaHy 
chofen  from  the  great  council,  propofe  the  members  of  this  great 
council ;  fo  that  they  continually  circulate  among  the  powerful  fami- 
lies. In  the  colledive.  great  council  *,  of  which  the  fmall  council 
is  a  committee,  all  power  centres;  bat  in  different  bodies.  The 
executive  -power  is  entrufted  to  the  little  council ;  the  legiflative  to  the 
great.  The  little  cotincil  aflembles  every  day,  Sunday  excepted. 
It  firft  examines  every  matter,  which  is  afterwards  laid  before  the  great 
council.  All  current  affairs  are  in  its  difpofal :  as  likewife  are  mofl:  of 
the  church  benefices,  and  the  inferior  of  the  lay  employmients.  It 
pronounces  fentence  in  criminal  caufes;  except  over  the  burghers 
of  Berne. 

The  members  of  the  little  council  are  cle<3:ed  in  a  very  complex 
manner.  On  the  death  of  any  one  member,  the  remaining  fix-and- 
twenty  affemble.  Six-and-twcnty  fmall  balls  are  put  in  a  box  ;  three 
of  which  are  gold.  The  members  each  draw  a  ball.  Thofe  who 
draw  the  three  golden  balls  nominate  three  electors  from  tueir  owa 
body.  Seven  other  eledors  are  chofen  by  the  great  council.  Thcfe 
ten  electors  nominate  a  number  of  candidates,  not  more  than  ten,  and 
not  lefs  than  fix.  The  collective  council  then  give  their  votes.  Thole 
who  have  the  mofl  votes  in  their  favour  draw  four  balls ;  two  of 

*  I  underftand,  by  this  paflage,  that  there  are  three  councils  ;  The  great  council^  the 
liittle  council^  and  the  coUeAive  great  council.    T. 
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iFvKich  are  gold,  and  two  of  fxlver :  and  one  of  thofe  who  have  drawa 
the  golden  balls  is  eletted,  by  the  plurality  of  votes  of  the  colleftiva 
council. 

The  little  council  confifts  of  the  two  advoyers,  two  treafurers,  two 
bannerets,  feven  counfellors,  and  two  beimlicbern^  or  fecret  counfellors. 
The  two  advoyers  prefide  in  the  coUedtive  council,  and  in  the  little 
council.  They  are  eleded  by  the  collective  council.  They  formerly 
held  their  oflSce  only  one  year  :  it  is  now  for  life ;  though  the  collec-. 
tive  council  has  the  right  to  remove  them.  They  are  annually  con- 
firmed in  their  office  at  Eafter,  by  the  colledlive  council:  after  the. 
German  treafurer  has  publicly  folicited,  in  their  name,  letters  of  appro- 
bation. The  fame  is  done  in  the  little  council.  The  advoyer,  who 
was  laft  year  in  office,  refigns  to  his  affociate.  The  reigning  advoyer 
has  precedence  in  the  little  and  the  coUedive  councils.  The  feal  of  the 
republic  lies  before  him.  He  never  gives  his  vote,  till  it  is  demanded :: 
nor  has  he  any  vote,  till,  the  numbers  being  equal,  it  becomes  nece^ 
ikry  for  him  to  decide. 

The  next  in  rank  to  .the  advoyers  are  the  treafurers:  the  firft  o£ 
whom  IS  for  the  German  diftrids,  and  the  other  for  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 
The  two  treafurers  and  the  four  bannerets  conftitute  a  college,  or  com- 
mittee, of  finance.  The  bannerets  are  only  a  year  in  office  5  the 
treafiircrs  may  be  continued  for  fix  years.  Each  banneret  is  likewife 
a  high  bailiff,  without  having  the  title  of  one  of  the  four  diflrids  of 
which  the  flate  originally  confifled. 

The  advoyer,  who  by  turn  is  out  of  office,  is  at  the  head  of  the . 
fecret  college,  or  committee;  which  confifts  of  himfelf,  one  treafurer, , 
the  four  bannerets,  and  the  two  fecret  counfellors.  In  this  committ^^, 
thofe  affairs  which  mufl  not  be  made  public  are  difcuffed. 

The  particular  office  of  the  fecret  counfellor  is  to  watch  that  nothing^ 
contrary  to  the  conftitution  fhall  be  done,  either  in  the  great  or  little 
councik     They  have  therefore  the  right,  if  they  think  itneceffary,  to 
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convoke  the  great  council,  without  leave  of  the  adroyew*  The  cfif-^ 
ferent  provincial  committees,  and  the  chambers  of  appeal,  one  for  the 
German  diftrids,  the  other  for  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  are  members  of  the 
Councils.  The  conftitution  of  their  courts  of  juftice  might  fuit  the 
charader  of  old  times  ;  but,  for  the  prefeat,  appear  to  me  to  be  dan- 
gerous. The  fentence  of  the  judge  is  highly  rcfpe£led>  hecaufe  the 
laws  are  fo  fimplej  and,  in  reality,  fo  few.  Neither  here  nor,  if  I  do 
not  miftakc,  in  the  other  cantons,  is  there  any  criminal  eode*  This 
deficiency  might  have  dreadful  confequences,  were  not  thofe  who 
govern  this  country  infpired  by  an  unufual  fpirit  of  benevolence. 

Perhaps  you,  like  me,  will  wonder  at  the  little  power  of  the  advoyen 
His  influence  however  is  often  very  great,  nay  almoft  preponderating ; 
although,  till  it  is  demanded,  he  has  no  vote.  But  fucb  muft  ever  be 
the  nature  6f  having  proportions  to  make,  in  the  mouth  of  a  man  of 
underftanding  and  eloquence.  Few  ftates  have  been  fufficiently  watch^^ 
fill  of  this  influence*  Such  an  influence  is  great,  little,  or  nothing ;  in 
proportion  to  the  abilities  of  the  perfon  who  ftates  the  propofitioii : 
and  the  jieople  of  Berne  appear,  from  this  inftitution,  to  have  fhewti  a 
deep  "knowledge  of  man. 

The  high  bailiflfs  were  formerly  chofen,  by  vote,  by  the  great  coun^ 
cil :  but  they  haive  now  been  chofen  by  lot  for  about  eighty  years. 
Melancholy  neceflSty,  after  long  experience,  has  taught  them  that  the 
blindnefs  of  chance  had  better  be  trufted,  than  the  too  frequent  par^ 
tiality  of  man.  That  however  was  not  the  only  reafon,  why  thi^ 
change  took  place  r  it  was  in  order  to  prevent  thofe  who  afpire  to  this 
office  from  being  dependant  on  the  powerful  members  of  the  council^ 
whofe  votea  they  woidd  have  foimd  fo  ufeful.  That  ftate  is  half  loft, 
the  rulerji  of  which  are  become  dependant  on  each  other  by  unforefeen 
eaufesi.  The  dependance,  which  man  moft  unavoidably  have  on 
man,  can  only  be  fimple,  natutal,  attd  juft,  when  it  is  accomp^^ 
ni6d  by  talents,  and  virtue :  aad  even  then  it  is  too  frequently  danger- 
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ous*  The  Athenians  limited  it  by  oflracifm :  the  people  of  Syracufe 
hy  petalifm  *. 

The  bailiwicks  are  dit^lded  into  four  claiTes ;  according  to  their  ini« 
portance  and  revenues ;  and  are  frequently  very  lucrative.  No  naan 
can  be  high  bailiff  of  the  firft  clafs  above  once ;  twice  of  the  fecond 
clafs.;  and  three  times  of  the  third  and  fourth ;  and  the  latter  muft  be 
at  intervals.  The  high  bailiff  continues  in  office  fix  years ;  and  each 
annually  lays  his  accounts  before  the  committee  of  finance.  Their 
power  is  very  great.  To  them  is  the  police,  the  execution  of  the 
f|[)rder8of  the  council,  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  and  of  the  corn 
granary,  the  appeals  from  the  fmall  courts,. and  the  power  of  prcH 
trouncing  fentence,  when  complainants  bring  their  caufes  before  them, 
<mtruiled. 

Difconteats,  at  the  abufe  of  this  power,  were  formerly  frequent* 
About  a  hundred  and  forty  years  ago>  various  ads  of  oppreflion  and 
tyranny  occafioned  an  infurredion :  but  wife  and  effectual  regulations 
<8y:e.  c^alnly  oow,  and  lomg  have  been,  adopted.  An  appeal  is  opea 
tp  every  peafant ;  or,  fhould  he  prefer  that,  he  may  complaiu  to  the  little 
council.  Penalties  are  not  at  will,  but  determinate.  Perfonal  injuries, 
vhich  in  fo  many  comitries  filence  the  complaints  of  the  peafant,  who 
dreads  the  poprer  of  his  oppreffor,  are  here  impoiSble.  Hence,  I  may 
iky,  that  the  poantryman  is  the  beloved,  nay  the  fpoiled,  child  of  the 
government  of  Berne.  The  country  people  well  know  this;  and  I 
qiay  fafcly  affert  that  the  lower  orders  of  people  are  no  where  in  the 
world  fo  well  fatisfied  as  in  the  cantons  of  Berne  and  Ziirich.  I  do  not 
include  the  democratic  cantons ;  becaufe  in  thCTOi  there  is  no  diftinc«^ 
doa  qf  ranL 

The  clergy  mpA  have  been  educated  either  at  Berne  or  L%ufanne» 
liht  fttall  council  nominates  to  the  provincial  benefices :  the  coUedive 

*  lu  AthtBBj  vhen  aoy  man  became  dangevoufly  powerAil,  it  Mm  ^u&oaiftry  for  thf 
p^le  to  wvke  h{a  namf  on  an  oyfter  (bell,  and  thua  banilb  him.  In  Syracufci  tbey 
wrote  OX)  a  Ie^«  T^e  t^rfia  pf  l^aniibment  from  Athena  was  ten  years :  from  STracufe 
fire.    T, 
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council  to  thofe  of  Berne.  The  clergy  of  the  German  diftrids  are 
divided  into  eight  fynods :  each  of  which  aflembles  once  a  year.  The 
Pays  de  Valid  has  five  fynods.  Moral  offences,  efpecially  thofe  againft 
the  fixth  commandment,  fall  under  the  cenfure  of  the  leffer  confifto* 
ries :  to  which  likewife  affairs  of  marriage  and  divorce  are  committed. 
The  proceedings  are  fent  to  the  high  confiilory  of  Berne :  which  is  a 
mixture  of  citizens,  laymen,  and  clergymen. 

The  clergy  have  little  power  in  worldly  affairs :  except  that  their  office 
gives  them  great  influence.  This  is  as  it  ought  to  be..  It  frequently 
happens  that  young  men  of  rank  dedicate  themfelves  to  the  chtirch. 
-  The  people  are  regularly  trained  to  arms,  and  annually  muftered. 
They  are  divided  into  one-and-twenty  regiments  of  foot,  each  two^ 
thoufand  ftrong ;  and  four  companies  of  jagers,  or  light  horfe,  and 
eighteen  of  dragoons.  Befide  thefe,  the  perfons  who  hold  eftates,  that 
confer  titles  of  nobilityj  raife  feveral  companies  of  horfe.  No  foldier, 
whether  horfe  or  foot,  dare  marry,  till  he  has  firft  provided  himfelf 
with  his  uniform,  arms,  and  accoutrements.  This  is  the  drefs  of  the 
bridegroom.  The  dragoon  muft  provide  himfelf  with  a  horfe:  but 
this  is  no  great  difficulty ;  for,  as  a  farmer,  he  muft  keep  many  horfes. 
'  The  arfenal  h  well  ftored :  it  contains  above  a  thoufand  cannon, 
many  mortars,  mufkets  for  fixty  thoufand  men,  and  fuffieient  arms  for 
the:  caTalry.  There  arc  three  companies  of  cannoaeerS|  and  one  of 
bombardeers,  for  the  artillery. 

The  revenues  of  the  ftate  are  not  large ;  yet  fuffieient  for  a  republici, 
the  rulers  of  which  have  moft  of  them  no  falary,  and  the  reft  very 
little,  and  which  maintains  no  ftanding  army.  Thefe  revenues  chiefly 
confift  in  fome  domains,  the  tythes,  a  certain  fmall  ground  rcnti  thei 
fixth  p^  of  the  allodial  fines  of  the  fiefs  in  the  Pays,  dc  Vaud,.  the 
tenths  of  thofe  inheritances  in  this  fame  country  which  do  not  de- 
fcend  to  the  next  heir,  certain  trifling  tolls,  and  the  monopoly  of  fait. 
Of  this  monopoly  no  one  complains ;  for  it  is  fold  cheaper  by  the  go- 
vernment than  it  could  be  afforded  by  the  trader.  I  muft  Hkewife  add 
to  them  the  intereft  paid  for  the  outftanding  capital  j  which,  at  pre:*. 
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fent,  amounts  to  feven  hundred  thgufand  pounds  Bernois :  that  is^ 
fomething  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  rix  dollars* 

It  18  probable  that  the  treafury  of  the  republic  is  rich  ;  and  it  would 
annuaUy  inoteafe,  but 'for  its  numerous  expences  in  public  buildings, 
inftitutions,'  and  high  roads* 

There  is  a  remarkable  cuftom,  which  proves  the  wifdom  of  their 
anceftors,  but  which  is  rfow'.very  much  on  (he  decline.  This  is  what 
is  called  the  Aeufleren  Stand  * ;  which  is  the  title  of  a  community  of 
ybuhj^Wrgh'ers,  who  form  the' mddef,  or  the  mfimjc  coBnterpart,  of 
the  republic.  Formerly  they  determined  on  war,  peace,  and  alliance ;: 
antl  treated  on  chimerical  affairs  with  great  induftry  and  ardour*. 
They  now  only  fliare  the  dignities'  6f  die  republic  among  themfelves; 
Eich  who  lirtlds  thefe  ideil  dignitie*' 'par^J  fomething  into  the  treafury.-^ 
Tlie  focietyj  hdwever,  is  become?  ebftfiderat>ly  in  6ebt  2  for  the  ytiiing' 
gentlemen  are  more  bufied  about  parties  of  pleafure^  and  tavern  din- 
ners, than-  in  moral  or  political  enquiries.  They  have  w^ell  cha- 
rafterized  their  mimicry,  irid  emblematically  reprefented  the' condition* 
of  their  declining  finances,  when  thcfy  chofedri  ape,  riding  upon  a  crabj 
for  their  arms.  The  only'remain^'of  this  6nec  ribbleinftitution  ai'e^ 
now  its  delinquencies.  Every  affociate,  in  this  fociety,  is  fure  to  be 
voted  for  in  the  great  council ;  although  he  fliould  have  been  admitted- 
a  member  only  the  evening  before  eleSion. 

I  have  neither  been  able,  nor  defirous,  to' give  you  any  thing  more 
than  an  outline  of  the  conftitution  of  this  republic ;  againft  which  the 
people  of  other  countries  have  conceived  great  prejudices.  At  a  firflr 
view,  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  an  oligarchy ;  which  is  certainly  not  to  its' 
advantage.  This' the  dhiefs  tof  the  republic  hive  perceived;  and, 
adopting  the  advice  *  of  fhe  gr^at  Haller,  whofe  memory  is  revered  by 
his*countrymen,'tTiey  ha\'^e''admit{ed  niore  fkihilies  of  (hie  biirgherar 
into  the  government.     Each' burgher  is  now  capable  of  admiflion  r 
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whereas  formerly  none  but  feled  families  had  this  c^^bility^  tliomgk 
the  burghers  were. numerous. 

There  is  one  pnnclpal  feature,  which  diilingqiihea  t^e  ariftocratic 
conftitutioniSQf  Switzerland  from  all  others:  a  feature  decifiyely  ia 
favour  of  the  freedom  of  the  people.,  an4  which  am  ptya  be  fuffi* 
ciently  admired. 

The  government  ha$  po  foldiers  in  its  pay  4  and  all  tlic  fubjeds  of 
this  warlike  people  are  armed. 

Real  tranquillity,  'happinefs,  and  freedoni,  combined  with  tihe  per-* 
ception  of  their  ftren^th,,  which  (boures  them  m  tbeirprefent  co^idition, 
place  the  inhabitants  of  thefQ  ftates  in  a  high  degree  of  iatis^idion. 
This  iati^fajdion^  in  the  German  diftrids  of  the  republic,  is  univerial 
and  unlimitod-  Of  the  4ifcoQteiii»  which  have  prevailed  la  tke  Payf 
de  Vaud  I  will  give  y9U  fome  acecntnt,  when  I  come  to  that  copatrf» 

Though  agriculture,  in  Berne,  is  induflrioufly  porfued,  yet  Co  wi^ 
^tnerou|g  aijfc  its  qiountains,  and  fo  great  its  populadon  (for  fifedom 
iives  QOt^oct  fircadaloste),  the  <:om  it  grows  b  not  fufficient  for  its  owi\ 
«confuinptioa«  The^trade  of  the  country  is  Ccarcelyconiiderable  efiopgl^ 
^o  fupply  the  deficiency :  it  h  very  trifling  indeed,  except  in  Aargau, 
the  Pays  dd  Vaud,  and  Emmenthal ;.  and  the  balance  would  be  entirely 
4gsunil  Becne,  were  it  not  for  the  fumptuary  laws.  Precious  flones^ 
and  gold  and  filverlace,  are  forbidden:  fo  likewife  are  foreign  wij>eS|^ 
linlels  *efpecial  permiffion  be  firil  procured.  Thefe  regulations,!  in 
Edition  to  their  fmall  but  adive  commerce,  and  the  intereft  o^  n^oney^ 
^hich  vxn,  only  the  date  but  various  individuals  draw^  from  fore^ga 
vcountries)  maintain  th^  balance  of  trade^ 

I  afcribe  the  little  ufe  which  the  ^own  of  9eni^  wakps  of  its  fitv^^ 
^On  on  the  Aar^  to  the  warlike  Spirit  *of  former  Am^^n  Thofe  faqxi^fea 
which  take  part  ifst  th^  government  are  the  defc^ndants  of  a  racp  of 
I)0l4  virariiori.  They  have  imbibed  and  imparted  the  fentiment^.-  oi 
their  anceftort :  and  happy  is  the  land  where  fuch  fentiments  prevail. 

Aiiftocrats  would  opprelb^  ^"W^e  t^  tiade  Jn  their  hands.    They 
4  would 
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Would  be  cafily  induced  to  monopolize^  and  linilt  the  trade  of  their 
inferiors :  add  to  which,  the  fpirit  of  trade  but  ill  ajgtecs  with  a  certain 
dignity  of  thinking,  and  acting.  However  happy  the  countryman  of 
Zurich  may  in  othtr  refpeAs  feel  himfelf,  he  complains,  arid  not  with- 
out reafon,  of  the  fetters  which  the  town  lays  upon  trade.  Like  the 
noble  Romans  of  the  good  republican  ages,  the  importance  of  the  citi- 
zen of  Berne,  and  after  his  example  that  of  the  couiUirynKiti,  is  eaflly 
awakened. 

The  oeconomicai  community  hare  done  mucli  good  fcy  their  writiDgs 
and  prize  medals.  That  they  are  aduated  by  a  noble  fpirit  what  I  am 
going  to  mention  will  prove.  They  have  been  reproached  with  hav- 
ing no  Itifurance  offices  in  this  country.  So  long,  fajr  they,  as  th^ 
chriftian  fpirit  of  benevolence  Ihall  animate  the  pfeoi>le  6f  our  country, 
and  of  our  towns,  filch  itillitutions  are  unneceiFary^  or,  rather,  would 
injure  this  fpirit. 

The  anfwer  is  tinly  thara<f!«fifti€  of  the  Swifs,  in  getwrd*  If  fire, 
inundation^^dearth,  of  toy  Other  inidforklne  of  the  kiftd^  befell  indivi- 
duals o)r  wh'el^  comitounitleidi  dd  pb^n  iii  fi^om  e^cfff  ^uaiten  Ac 
Kiifhacht,  ki  the  carit6n  6f  ZUrich,  ib&at  twdV6  yesit^  ago,  k  rivulet 
overflowed^  fwept  away  eight-aftd-tW^lT^  houf^s^  ind  (ixty^tbrec  peo- 
ple :  and  not  only  did  th^it*  A€ighbottf»,'^btit  {People  beyond  the  limits  v£. 
th^  cantofi^  gbneroufly  eom^  It  «heir  aidi  A  If^W  yeaf«ago,'ipany  faftii- 
Ites  in  the  Payi  de  Vaud  Were  in  diftf ifs,  from  an  accidental  dearth; 
and  fo  much  mofiey  was  ftntto  die  dergy,  from  all  part's,,  to  be  diflii'' 
buted,  that  they  were  obliged  to  require  no  more  might  be  fent. 

It  is  particularly  to  the  honour  of  Berne  that,  from  the  times  of  their 
enterprifmg  warlike  nobles,  they  have  ftill  retained  the  generofity  of 
their  ancedors ;  and,  for  centuries  paft,  Berne  has  renounced  its  luft  of 
conqueft.  The  wars  waged  againft  her  counts  and  neighbours  were 
not*all  juilifiable :  and,  to  ufe  a  mild  expreffion,  the  conqueft  of  the 
Pays  de  Vaud  was  at  leaft  of  doubtful  morality.  But  they  now  no 
longer  indulge  plans  of  aggrandifement*  All  Switzerland  loves  the 
'  *  *•  ^ '  '  government 
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governraent  of  Berntf :  particularly  the  little  democratic  cantons.  It  is 
honoured  by  them  all,  as  a  peace-loving,  noble,  generous,  member  of 
the  confederacy.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  burgher  of  Berne  urge, 
in  the  full  warmth  and  reditude  of  his  heart,  the  patriotifm  of  his 
countrymen  ;  who  would  take  advantage  of  no  neighbour,  and  ftill  lefs 
indulge  themfelves  in  fowing  the  feeds  of  difcord  among  the  little  free 
fiates ;  but  are  mi^ph  rather  attentive  to  fpread  and  maintain  brotherly 
unity. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  endeavouring  to  imprefs  the 
two  following  propofitions :  although  I  have  before  mentioned  them. 

Lefs  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  forms,  than  to  the  fpirit,  of 
any  oonftiuition.  This  fpirit  is  communicated  from  century  to  century, 
afid  from  race  to  race  j  however  its  forms  may  be  modified*  • 

A  wakeful  people,  who  love  freedom,  are  free ;  if  tti^y .,havc  but 
arms  in  their  hands ;  however  defencelefs  their  government  may  be. 

To  conclude,  the  peace  and  hapj^nefs  felt  by  the  lower  ordeip,  under 
the  ariflocratic  conftitutions  of  Switzerland,  denote  not  only  the  fpirit 
of  the  government,  but,  likewife,  the  npble  fpirit  of  the  people ;  who, 
m6re  enlightened  than  their  neighbours,  'more  alert,  more  animated, 
than  other  country  people,  prove  that  that  conftitution  muft  be  excel- 
lent, where  fecurity,  liberty,  and  jwroperty,  ^re  preferved. 

A  fmgle,  but  well  founded,  obje^idn  remains,  againfl  the  people  of 
Berne:  the  great  expence  of : their  lawfuits.  But  the  government  is 
ailiduoufly  aOive,  in  its  endeavours  to  cure  this  abufe. 
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LETTER    XX. 

Berne^  22d  September  1791. 

It  was  a  great  pleafure  to  me,  yefterday,  to  take  my  fon, 
and  (hew  him  the  arfenal.     I  had  feea  it  on  my  firft  journey.     It  is 
important,  becaufe  of  its  terrific  llores,  and  new  arms ;  and  remark- 
able, to  a  traveller,  for  its  antient  Swifs  and  Burgundian  armour.     The 
prodigious  two-handed  fwords,  and  long  fpears,  are  dreadfully  cum- 
brous.    We  wonder  at  the  uncommon  ftrength  of  our  forefathers  j 
who,  it  is  evident  from  the  remaining  armour  and  jack  boots,  were 
not  larger  than  we  are.     The  farmers  in  general,  in  the  canton  of 
Berne,  as  well  as  in  the  three  firft  cantons,  Schweitz,  Uri,  and  Unter- 
wald,  who  are  remarkably  handfome  men,  are  frequently  too  large  for 
this  armour :  yet,  mufcular  and  ftrong  as  they  are,  I  fhould  fcarcely 
cxpe6l  them  to  wield  thefe  fwords,  or  bear  thefe  fpears.     The  banners* 
of  Burgundy,  which  they  fhewed  me,  and  the  ropes  in  which  the  Swifs 
were  to  be  bound,  are  preferved  and  exhibited  in  a  truly  republican 
Ipirit. 

There  are  likewife  here  the  wooden  image  of  William  Tell,  in  the 
a£t  of  Ihooting  the  apple  from  the  head  of  his  fon ;  and  of  Berthold 
the  fifth,  duke  of  Zahringen,  the  founder  of  the  city.     The  building  . 
is  a  bad  one,  and  does  not  correfpond  to  the  greatnefs  of  its  deftination. 

The  hofpitals  are  both  of  them  very  beautiful.  One  is  called  the 
Infel  J  or  Ifland;  becaufe  of  its  detached  fituation.  The  fick  of  all  nations 
are  here  carefully  nurfed,  and  drefled,  in  roomy  apartments ;  from 
which  there  h  2l  full  profpe£t  of  the  great  chain  of  diftant  glaciers. 

Equally  remarkable  is  the  other  great  hofpital ;  which  much  rather 
reiemblcs  the  palace  of  a  prince  than  the  abode  of  the  poor.  Yet  not 
the  leaft  convenience  is  facrificed  to  magnificence,  which  is  fo  fre- 
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quently  the  cafe  in  monarchical  ftates,.  The  front  gives  an  imprefllon 
of  greatnefs  j  which  impreffioa  is  much  increafed,  when  the  reader 
feels  the  full  meaning  of  the  iofcription;  Cbrijlo  in  pauperibur :  Ta 
Chrift  ia  the  poor.  We  then  went  into  the  great  court,  included 
within  the  four  fides  of  this  ftrudlure*  .  The  kitchen  garden  lies  be- 
tween the  hofpital  and  the  town  j.  and  every  pofEble  carer  has  beea 
taken,  that  the  free  air  fhould  be  enjoyed,,  as  muieh  as  its  fituation,. 
which  18  in  the  town^  would-  permit.  The  court- is  a  verdant  lawn,, 
planted  with  trees,  and  numerous  flowers ;  and  a  fbuntain  ifr  in  the* 
centre.  Fifty  perfons,  fomeof  them  poor,  others  fick,  are  Here  fup— 
ported.-  Befide  which,  others  are  Ibdged  and:  maintained. at  a. fmall 
expence. 

,  There  is  like  wife,  iin  this  hofpital,  a  feparate  part  for  poortravdlers;. 
In  the  evening,  they  are  fupplied  with  bread,  wine,  and  a  bed;  In  the^ 
mornings  they  receive  a  breakfaft;  which  is  likewife  of  bread  and 
wine ;  and  a  fmall  fupply  of  money.  There  is  alfo,  near  rfie  town^  a 
very  krge  and  handfome  receptacle  for  the  lunatic,  the  venerealj  and 
incurable*  Iiv  what  is  called'  the  orphan-houfe,  which  is^  not  intended* 
ftwr  orphans  only  but  for  other  children  of  the  burghers,  forty  boys, 
for  the  finall  annual  fum  of  thirty  rix  dollars,  are  fed,  clothed,  andt 
inftrufted  in  the  chriftian  religion,,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  Ger- 
man,. French,  Latin^  Greek,,  hiftory,  geography,  mathematics,  fing- 
ingi  and  drawing.  ProfeflTor  Ilh,  a  meritorious  gentleman,  has  planned^ 
their  oourfe  of  frudy;  This  houle  likewife  (lands  detached  ;  and  en- 
joys a  clear  air  and  a  free  profpe<a  of  the  meanderings  of  the  Aar. 

There  is  a, peculiar  chara<9:er,  of  humane  and  friendly  benevolence,, 
cfifcoveraWe  in.  all  the  public  inftitutions  throughout  Switzerland:. 
Tlieir  founders  have  not  endeavoured  to  fupply  the  needful  alone,  but:* 
the  invigorating ;  after  the  excellent  example  of  thofe  who,  with  the* 
nutritive  vfheati  permit  the  growth  of  the  lovely  blue  flower  the  cryftal' 
dews  of  which,  emit  a  lively  odour. 

Ill  the  library^  ta  which  a  Jiew  hall  has  been  added,  there  is  a  bronze 
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baffo-relievo,  dug  up  at  Laufanne,  which  reprefents  a  priefl:  pouring 
out  a  libation  between  the  horns  of  an  ox,  Addifon  mentions  it,  in 
his  Travels.  Here  is  like  wife  a  prodigious  piece  of  cryftal  j  perhaps  the 
iargeft  in  Europe. 

The  cathedral  is  one  of  the  fineft  and  Iargeft  I  have  feen:  thofe  of 
Stralburg  and  Ulm  only  can  be  compared  to  it.  Before  it  is  a  fpacious 
walk  .of  trees,  on  a  bold  and  elevated  terrace  ;  which  commands  a  pro- 
fpe£t  of  the  whole  town,  of  the  windings  of  the  Aar,  and  elpecially 
of  the  great  chain  of  glaciers. 

I  and  fome  friends  went  to  the  top  of  the  cathedral ;  where  we  en- 
joyed one  of  the  noblell  profpedts  that  the  eye  of  man  can  embrace. 
To  the  left,  I  faw  a  long  ftretch  of  Mount  Jura,  extending  from  Bafle 
to  the  lake  of  Geneva;  and,  to  the  right,  the  more  lofty  glaciers,  with 
their  inacceflSble  fummits,  in  the  following  order :  firft  the  Engelberg, 
in  the  canton  of  Unterwald ;  and  then  the  chain  of  the  glaciers  of 
Berne ;  Schreckhorn,  Finfter-Alhorn,  Fifchhorn,  both  the  Eiger,  the 
Jungfrau^  Breithorn^  and  Grofshornj  the  red  Zahne,  the  Bliimlialpe,  and 
the  Gemmi. 

The  money  for  building  this  cathedral,  like  as  for  building  St» 
Peter's  at  Rome,  was  coUeded  through  all  Europe  j  for  which  purpof?, 
the  Pope  granted  his  indulgences. 

The  houfes  are  built  with  arcades ;  under  which  are  fhops.  Thefc 
arcades  fhelter  the  foot  paflenger  from  rain  and  heat.  The  granaries 
are  well  buih,  and  an  ornament  to  the  town  ;  and  the  ufe  to  which  the 
government  puts  them  is  deferving  of  praife:  Corn  is  coUedled  here 
in  great  quantities ;  not,  as  in  Geneva,  to  oblige  the  baker  to  purchafe 
there,  but  to  prevent  the  price  being  exceffive.  Berne  has  often  fur- 
niihed  neighbouring  Hates  with  com ;  and,  fome  few  years  fince,  it 
-generoufly  aflifted  Geneva,  to  its  own  lofs.  The  fupplies  likewife 
-which  It  laft  year  granted  the  Pays  deVaud.  incurred. a  lofs  of  half  a 
million  of  dollars. 

'Not  to  mention  the  politcnefs  and  true  tffbanity  with ^ which  ftran- 
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gers  are  here  received,  I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  the  hearty  welcome 
with  which  perfons  whom  I  had  only  curforily  feen,  fixteen  years  ago^. 
remembered  nue ;  or  the  good  upon  good,  the  friendftiip  upon  friend- 
fliip,  Vi^hich  they  beftowed. 

The  air  here  is  fo  healthy  that  the  regifter  for  centuries  proves,  that- 
one  man  in  three  attains  the  age  of  feventy.  This  fanity  of  air  is  af- 
cribed  to  its-  high  fituation,  the  neighbourhood  of  the  glaciers,  and  the 
curvlngs  of  the  rapid-  Aar.  On  an  average  comparifon  of  the  tables  of 
Siifsmilch*,  between  this  and  other  places,  the  advantage  in  favour  of 
Berne  is  as  twenty-eight  to  twenty-four. 

We  left  Berne  in  the  morning ;  and  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter 
without  blaming,  though  unwillingly,  a  very  bad  cuftom,  which, 
however  harmlefs  it  might  have  been  in  more  fimple  ages,  is  certainly 
pernicious  at  prefcnt. 

In  antient  times,  a  cuftom  was  introduced  in  the  "German  drftrids  of ' 
the  canton  of  Berne,  that  a  maiden,  having  once  received  the  holy  fa- 
crament;  (hould  every  Saturday  evening  l^ave  her  chamber  door  open, 
and  receive  a  young  man  in  bed.  Improbable  as  it  may  appear,  in 
thofe  days  fuch  nightly  vifits  were  feldom  attended  with  the  confe- 
quences  that  might  well  have  been  expeded. .  The  lover  left  the  mai- 
den as  innocent  as  he  found  her ;  and  continued  to  repeat  his  vifits. 
This  was  callfed  going  to  kilt;  or  to  kilf :  kilpen^  or  kilten^h  a,  phrafe 
which  only  fignificd  a  vifit  after  fupper.  But  this  cuftom^  which  even 
then  was  improper,  for  it  could  not  but  fully  the  innocence,  of  the  heart, 
is  now  become  much  more  reprehenfible....  It  is  at  prefent^very  difre- 
putable  for  a  young  village  girl  to  admit  of  a  fecond  lover,  before  flie 
has  difcarded  the  firft.:  but  (he  may  have  feveral  lovers  in  a  fhort 
timcj  without  incurring  any  blame  ;  although  fuch  vifits  are.no  longer 
as  harmlefs  as  they  formerly  were*  Should  ihe  be  with- child,  the  ft-^ 
ducer  mud  marry  her :  but  ihe  feldom.  knows. who. th€  father  is;  and . 

^'I.&ppo(ethl8  ta^be  thetnameDf  an  author^  with  whom  I  am  unacquainted. .  T. 
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therefore  (he  is  at  liberty  to  choofe  which  of  the  lovers  (he  pleafes  as 
the  father. 

So  rooted  is  the  prejudice  in  favour  of  this  cuftom,  that  the  old  peo- 
ple encourage  it ;  and  a  chafte  young  woman,  among  the  village  girls, 
is  rarely  to  be  found.  They  make  faithful  and  a(Fedionate  wives  :  nei- 
ther do  they  blufh  at  the  follies  committed  before  marriage;  which 
they  do  notconfider  as  follies,  and  which  the  fobereft  matron  among 
them  would  not  puni(h  as  fuch. 

I  can  conceive  how  difiicult  it  miift  be  to  extirpate  a  prejudice  from 
a  country  where  it  has  taken  fuch  deep  root :  but  fo  wife  a  government 
as  this  (hould  not  be4ferri(ied  at  difficulties^  wh^:^  thechadity  of  womea 
and  the  virtue  of  nidnare  fo  intiniately  concerned.  A  cuftom  like  this 
might  have  been  ex jieded  among  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  fea 
iflands,  rather  than  in  the  largeft  canton  in  Switzerland  :  a  country 
which  is  fo  juftly  celebrated  for  the  purity  of.  its  manners.  How 
blamable  is  this  cudom,  compared  to  that  of  the  faivages  of:  North 
America!'  If  a  young  mart 'there  wi(hcs  to  efpcmfc  a  maiden,  he  goes 
by  night  with  alighted  candle  into  her  hut,  and  places  himfdf  by  her 
bed(idei  Should  (he  difapprove  his  couTt(hip,  (he  gives  a.fign  with 
Ker  hand  ;  and  he  retires  without  a  murmur;  I£^  on  the  contrary,  (he 
is  pleafed,  (he  rifeshdf  up  in  her  bed  j  while  fweet.modefty  binds. her 
tongue  ;  and^  as, a  token  of'  approbation,.blow8  out.  the  light;  WcH 
might  the  antients  celebrate  their  Penelope,  who,  when  her  father 
a(ked  her  whether  (he  would  remsun  with  him  or  follow  her  hu(band, . 
made  no  reply ;  but,  concealing,  her  face  with  her  veil,  thereby  do-^ 
Glared  in  favour  of  UlyflTes./  With  equal  delicacy  of  feeling,  the  Ame- 
rican virgin 'gives  the  young  favageher  permiffion,  by  blowing  out  the : 
lig^ht  before  (he. takes  him  to  her  arms^ . 
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LETTER     XXL      ,. 

Lavfanne,  '27th  September  1 79 1. 

VV  E  departed  from  Berne  pn  the  23d,  and  arrived  heir 
yefterday  evening.  You  will  perceive  we  continue  our  circuitous 
mode  of  travelling::  bat  who  Indeed  would  wifh  to  travel  otherwife, 
in  a  country  like  this  ?  To  examine  it  as  it  dcferves,  a  man  muft  not 
travel  poft  ;  but  as  if  he  went  to  take  a  walk  for  his  recreation. 

About  noon,  we  arrived  at  the  lake  -of  Bieler  ;  whi^h  is  thus  calleJ 
after  the  town  and  fmall  republic  of  Biel,  that  ia  fituated  ^n  the  eaft 
thore.  It  18  four  leagues  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth  ;  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  canton  of  Berne,  the  principality  of  Neufchatel,  aoil 
4he  bifhopric  of  Baile. 

This  lake  has  its  peculiar  beauties.  'Am(»g  hills,  that  gently  ri£e 
•firomthe  fhore,  are  meadows,  pafture  land,  corn  fields^  vineyards,  and 
iwoods,  intermingled  with  unceafmg  variety.  Numerous  (mall  towns;, 
-vill^Lges,  and  hamlets,  prove  the  population  of  this  diftinguiOied  coun- 
"try.  In  the  middle  of  the  lake,  the  Peter's  ifland  rifcs.j  its  verdant  ' 
^ores  crowned  with  trees,  and^  on  the  weft,  gently  ^dffcUning  with 
ihajiging  vineyards. 

This  ifland  belongs  to  the  rich  hofpital  in  Berne.  .The  purveyor 
-of  the  hofpital  inhabits  the  houfe,  under  the  fhore,  in  which  Jean 
-Jacques  RouiTeau,  ibr  a  fliort  time,Tefided..  We  went  into  hi$  chaiA- 
ier;  every  corner ^and.  plank,  of  which  are  fcribWed  over^  by  traveller?, 
in  all  languages.  From  his  own  natratiTe^  we  .feelingly  percei  Me;.  thHt 
this  extraordinary  man,  after  fo  many  of  the  ftorms  of  life,  fo  many 
imaginary  and  fo  many  real  perfecutions,  here  found  that  calm  of 
which  his  ardent  foul  was  ft  ill  capable.  Let  it  not  be  faid  that  he  did 
not  actually  find  in  this  place  that  profound  tranquillity,  that  fweet  for- 
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gctfulneft  )of  the  forrow^  of  ^  life  of  angolfk^  and  thofe  gentle  dreatns 
many  of  which  were  well  worthy  of  the  nights- watching  fage  and  his. 
ftiiittiry  lamp.- 

•  Amongthe  grand  beauties  of  this  ifland^  entan'g!ed-As  we  often  wcwf^ 
by  the  thick  and  impervious  bufhes',  paffing  as  we  continually  did  under 
the  lofty  oak,  the  chefnut,  the  a(h,  and  the  dufky  {hades  of  various^ 
firuit  trees  ;  the  lake  now  entirely  loft,  and  now  as  fuddenly  feen,.  de- 
lighted by  the -fenfations  which  fertile  nature  every  where  infpired,  we 
fbm^etimes  forgot  the  phflofophic  hermit ;  but  we  as  often  found  himi 
agaiuv     Here,  faid  we,,  did  the  penfive  Jean  Jacques  riuninate.     On- 
this  fteep  height,  and,  glowing  with  all  the  delightful  fweets  of  con- 
fciou^  reftitude,  he  contemplated  the  clear  waters  of  the  lake;     Here- 
did  he  calm  his  too  ardent  fenfibility,  by  viewing  the  dewy  plants, 
which  he  took  fo  mucb  pleafure  to  collect.     Under  this  rock,,  reclining: 
In  a  boat,  Ke  touched  the  foft  flute.     Yonder  is  the  diminutive  ifland^ 
which  he  peopled  with  rabbits :  that  fmall  fpot,.  which,  comparatively, 
makes  the  mother  ifland  a  continent. 

We  took  our  meal  on  the  ifland.     Not  far  from  the  houfe  is:  a;  round) 
paviliouy  in  which,  during  the  vintage,  the  young,  people  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood aflTemble,  every  Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  to  dance. 

As  we  left  the  ifland,  we  were  awakened  by  the  reGoUedion  of  what 
muft  have  beert  the  fenfations  of  Roufl^eau,  when  he  was  obliged  to* 
leave  this  place  of  refuge ;  to  which  he  had  fo  earneftly^  wiflied.ir  were- 
his  good  fortune  to  have  been  banifhed.  Poor  Jean  Jacques  !  I  acknow- 
ledge that  even  thou  hadft  thy  imperfeftions.    Often  am  I  obliged  to  re*- 
coiled  thy  miftaken  feelings,  the  ftrange  weaknefs  of  thy  Angular  foul, 
ttiy  unexampled  mixture  of  pliant  confidence,  and  gloomy  ttiifan« 
tihropy,  thy  meannefs,  and  thy  dignity  !  Mbj-  the  earth  lie  lighr  upon:' 
thee  \ 

We  took  boat,  touched  on  the  territories  of  Neufchatcl,  and  in.  the  * 
e^cnihg^cante  to  Arlach;  a  finaHtown  in  the  canton  of  Berne^ ,  lying^ 
Qb.  the  north'  fide  t>f  the  lak^e  which  bears*  its^^  miue; 
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This  lake  is  nine  leagues  long,  and  two  broad.  The  town, -which  is 
exceedingly  well  built,  contains  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.. 
The  council-houfe  is  a  noble  piece  of  architecture  ;  and  the  hall,  in 
which  the  lords  of  the  council  aflemble,  combines  republican  dignity 
with  modern  embellifhment.  .  This  building  is  ereded  with  money 
left  by  a  rich  burgher  df  Neufchatel,  whofe  name  was  Pury,  and  will 
be  linifhed  in  the  prefent  year.  The  town  has  a  poor-houfe,  and  a 
hofpital.  The  granary  is  capacious,  an,d  built  in  a  good  ftylc.  Large 
corn  magazines  are  found  in  every  town  in  Switzerland  ;  which  is  fo 
populous  that  this  precaution  is  quite  neceffary.  1  he  buildings,  ap- 
propriated to  this  ufe,  every  where  difcoVer  the  fimple  grandeur  of 
architedure.  A  free  people  always  have  a  fine  feeling  of  the  dignity 
of  man  :  whatever  is  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  the  community,  bears 
the  great  and  facred  charader  of  its  defignation. 

.  The  profpeCt  toward  the  lake  is  delightful.  Facing  the  town,  on 
each  fide  of  the  fhore,  the  craggy  mountains  of  the  canton  of  Freiburg 
rife.  The  diftant  glaciers  of  Berne,  which  I  remember  appeared  de- 
ceitfiilly  near,  towering  as  it  were  at  my  feet,  were  now  clouded. 

'  The  county  of  Vallangin  and  the  principality  of  Neufchatd,  united,. 
are  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  five  in  their  greateft  breadth.  They  are 
fnppofed  to  contain  forty  thoufand  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1707, 
their  race  of  princes  became  extind  ;  and  the  inhabitants  chofe  Frederic 
the  firft,  King  of  Pruflia,  for  their  prince;  as  heir  to  the  houfe  of 
Chalons  ;  after  having  firft  ftipulated  for  their  reciprocal  rights.  In 
default  of  male  heirs,  the  principality  defcends  to  the  female.  The 
reprefentative  of  the  king  fwore  to  leave  the  rights,  liberties,  and  cuf- 
toms,  written  and  unwritten,  unmolefted.  The  reprefentatives  pf  the 
country,  in  return,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

All  the  affairs  of  government  are  to  be  difcufled  in  the  ftate.     The 

king,  being  abfent,  can  only  govern  through  the  intervention  of  his 

JiattbalUr^  and  the  council     By  the  ftate,  and  by  the  laws  of  the  con- 

ftitution,  alone,  can  ^ny  individual  citizen  be  judged.     The  kiijig  faajs 
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no  claims  over  the  country,  except  as  prince  of  Neufchatel.  It  takes 
no  part  in  his  wars :  it  remained  firm  to  its  alliance  with  France,  dur- 
ing the  feven  years  war ;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  fuffer  the  two 
companies  of  Neufchatel,  that  were  in  the  French  fervice,  to  fight 
againft  him. 

In  this  happy  land,  no  judge  dare  confine  any  individual,who  has  not 
undergone  a  previous  examination.  Pains  and  penalties  are  limited,  by 
laws  that  are  inviolable  ;  and,  when  inflidled,  are  mild.  The  only  pri- 
vilege of  the  prince  is  that  of  mitigating  or  remitting  puniftiment.  He 
dares  not  impofe  new  taxes ;  and  the  old  are  trifling.  Trade  is  entirely 
free  :  the  people  of  Neufchatel  pay  no  duties,  either  of  export  or  im- 
port. The  revenues  of  the  King  are  farmed  ;  and  aanually  produce 
about  twenty-five  thoufand  rix  dollars. 

This  little  country  has  great  difference  of  climate.  The  fouth  part, 
toward  the  l^e,  enjoys  a  very  mild  air.  Wine,  with  every  kind  of 
grain,  and  fruit,  are  produced  here,  as  in  the  Pays  de  VauA  The  fea- 
fons  of  the  noith  on  the  contrary,  including  a  part  of  Mount  Jura,  are 
rude ;  and  the  lands  with  difficulty  produce  oats  and  barley :  however, 
the  cotiiitry  here  is  very  populous,  which  is  owing  to  the  fkill  and 
induftry  of  its  inhabitants.  A  defcription,  which  was  given  us,  by 
profeffor  Ith,  of  the  people  of  thefe  mountains,  and  of  their  great  natu- 
ral beauty,  induced  us  to  make  a  fhort  journey  thither ;  which  has 
given  me  inexpreffible  pleafure. 

Having  firft  made  our  obfervations  on  Neufchatel,  we  fet  out  early 
on  the  24th  for  this  purpofe.  Near  the  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  moun* 
t^ins,  we  met  with  fruitful  fields*  The  lands  wer«  enriched  with  the 
growing  wheat  and  rye.  Our  afcent  was  gradual  j  and  corn  fields 
gradually  difappeared :  but  every  whwe  the  beauty  and  ftrength  of  the 
herbage,  and  the  plants,  were  admirable.  We  frequency  met  with 
flowers,  which,  in  lower  fituations,  bloom  in  the  fpring.  I  plucked  a 
field  rofe,  whofe  flrong  and  frefh  odour  was  invigorating  j  like  that* 

Vox.  L  tr  kind 
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kind  •  of  aromatic  perfume,  which  is  only  to  be  met  with  in  high 
lands*. 

The,  road  was  fteep,  and  very  uneven.  High  rocks,  fometimes- 
naked,  at  others  clad  whh  green  trees,  were  frequent  on  the  right.  To 
the  left,  in  valleys  of  fteep  ilefcent,:  were  noble  woods  of  beech  and 
pine.  Between  thefe  woods,  fpacious  openings  to  the  lake  proffered 
themfelves ;  through  which  we  faw  the  gentler  beauties  of  its  fhores. 
The  green  paftures  between  the  rocks  were  overgrown  with  the  large 
yellow  gentian ;  the  tall  flowers  of  which^  during  fummer,  give  great 
beauty  to  thefe  countries. 

After  travelling  three  leagues,  we  came  to  the  top  of  a  hill ;  oa 
which  w^re  a  few  fcattered  houfes.  This  refting  place  is  called  L^ 
Tour.  While  our  horfes  were  baiting,  we  felt  the  mountain  air  had 
iharpened  our  appetites  for  a  fecond  break^ft ;  a  thing  unknown  to 
the  inhabitants  of  plains.  They  gave  us  excellent  butter  and  honey  j 
and  we  men  took  a  ftrengthening  draught  of  the  Switzerlaad  Kirfch- 
waflTerf,  which  is  neither  inferix)r  in  ftrcngtb  nor  tafte  to  the  Dantac 
Goldwaffer:^. 

.  We  again  joyoufly  fet  forward  on  bur  journey;  You  know  how 
excellent  a  traveller  Sophia  is :  few  women  would  be  able  to  makefuch 
a  journey.  The  road  was  fteep,  and  rocky  j  and  we  freq^uently  turned 
fiiddenly  upo^n  fearful  precipices,  that  lay  on  our  left.  The  traveller 
muft  depend  on  the  caution  of  his  guide,  the  ftrength  of  his  fure  footed 
horfes,  and  the  goodnefs  of  hie  carirbge.  Add  to  which,  to  enjoy  a 
journey  like  this^  his  mind  muft  be  undifturbed. 

Here  we  beheld  unufually  beautiful  pines,  on  the  fides  of  the  moun-» 

lain,  mixed  with  tali  flender  beeches^  which,  ftill  tower  covered'  with 

^  In  places  which  ave  coldbecauie  of  their  northera  latitude,  the  vegetation  is  feeble : 
t)ut  it  is  not  the  fame  with  places  that  are  cold  becaufe  of  their  elevation.  The  high  Alps 
have  a(horter  fummi^r^  apd  a  more  fevere  winter^  than  places  that  lie  between  fifty-fix 
and. fifty-eight  degrees  of  latitude  :  yet  tl^ir  vegetation  is  uncommonly  vigorous* 

f.Chetry  Brandy*        |  Dantzic  Brandjr. 
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a  frclh  fummer  green.  Between  their  charming  foliage,  verdant  val- 
leys appeared,  on  which  cattle  were  grazing  ^  and  large  paftures  lay- 
among  the  rocks  to  our  right. 

After  we  had  paffed  La  Tour  about  three  leagues,  we  came  to  a 
place  where  the  road  was  a  very  fteep  defcent ;  and  faw,  in  an  elevated 
valley,  the  handfome  village  of  Locle,  lying  below  and  before  us. 
This  whole  diftriCk,  which  belongs  to  the  county  of  Vallengin,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century  was  uninhabited.  It  is  called 
after  its  chief  village,  Locle,  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half  in  length, 
and  one  in  breadth,  and  was  peopkd  by  wild  beads ;  when  a  man, 
named  Droz  de  Corcelles,  who  came  from  the  fouth  part  of  Neufchatel, 
-being  proteded  by  two  lords  of  Vallengin,  undertook,  with  his  four 
fons,  to  clear  and  cultivate  this  fpot  of  earth.  Rocks,  precipices,  mo- 
rafles,  and  places  overgrown  with  trees,  which,  diiring  eight  months 
in  the  year  were  under  the  rigorous  dominion  of  winter,  had  no  ter- 
rors for  him.  He  here  eftabli£hed  a  little  free  colony ;  which  took 
.  its  origin  about  the  year  in  which  the  confederates  obtained  their  liberty, 
by  (baking  off  the  yoke  of  the  Auftrian  Zwingberrm  Such  was  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  which  breathed  over  ail  Helvetia ;  and  to  this  fublime 
fpirit  has  the  high  valley  of  Locle  been  indebted,  for  its  profperity^ 
during  five  hundred  years.  How  does  a  man  learn  in  Switzerland  to 
i&d  the  energy  of  Halier*s  mufe,  where  he  fays. 

Da  wo  die  FreUieit  wohnt|  wird  alle  ihuhe  minder^ 
Die  fdfen  Telbft  beblumt,  und  Boreas  gelinder* ! 

In  thefe  rough  valleys,  you  find  a  village  many  of  the  houfes  of 
which  would  become  a  town.  The  church  is  a  large  and  noble  edifice* 
Their  bells,  efteenaed  the  befl  in  Switzerland,  refound  through  the 
whole  valley;  and  call  a  free,  virtuous,  and  happy  people,  who  to  the 

*  Where  Freedom  dwells,  ihe  every  care  beguiles  ! 
The  rocks  arc  fruitful,  and  the  ^xnttt  fmilcs  IT, 
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pleafure  of  the  paftoral  life  add  an  intelligent  and  a£tive  induftry,^  to 
give  thanks  in  the  temple  of  their  Holy  Father. 

The  pavement  and  the  fountains  denote  the  fpirit  of  a  free  commu- 
nity ;  which  confults  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  its  citizens.  There 
is  a  large  weekly  market  here.  We  arrived  on  the  Saturday ;  and 
the  kind  looking  market  people  fwarmed,  through  the  clean  ftreets  of 
the  village,  like  a  neft  of  ants.  Places,  that  wer€  formerly  the  dens  of 
wolves  and  bears,  are  now  the  abode  of  mechanical  knowledge,  and 
enlightened  induftry.  The  father  and  fon,  whofe  name  is  Droz, 
whofe  fcientific  automatons  are  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  and 
who  are  the  defcendants  of  the  founder  of  this  community,  are  now 
living.  Mills  have  here  been  built  in  deep  pits,  which  are  driven  by 
fubterranean  ftreams. 

Watchmakers,  laceweavers,  goldfmtths,  cutlers,  workers  in  ena- 
mel, iron,  and  fteel,  people  thefe  diftrids.  A  country  life,  and  the 
mountain  air,  here  keep  mtn  like  thefe  healthy  and  robiift ;  who,  from 
their  fedentary  employment,  in  towns,,  are  fo  frequently  w^ak,  and 
effeminate. 

As  the  weather  was  gloomy,  and  as  we  learnt  that  we  were  ftilltveb 
good  leagues  diftant  from  the  waterfall  of  Doux,  the  day  too  being  on 
the  decline,  we  determined  to  delay  our  excurfion  till  the  morrow  j 
hoping  for  better  weather,  and  putting  our  truft  in.  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  this  fine  year.  We  went  however  to  Chaux  de  Fond  ;  which 
is  a  league  and  a  half  from  Lode,  and  nearly  on  the  fame  level. 

This  valley  is  two  leagues  long,  is  divided  into  eleven  parts,  and, 
exclufive  of  the  villages,  is  every  where  fcattered  over  with  hoyfes. 
Here,  under  the  wing  of  freedom,  inhabit  induftry,  order,  art,  and 
profperity.  Here,  the  inhabitants  are  maintained  by  their  manufac- 
tures, and  the  excellence  of  their  paftures.  The  number  of  thefe 
inhabitants  is  about  three  thoufand  ;  four  hundred  of  whom  are  watch- 
makers. Each  part  of  the  watch  is  made  by  its  particular  workman^ 
This  incrcafes  the  accuracy  of  the  work,  and  the  dexterity  of  the 
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artift,  and  lowers  the  price  of  the  watch.  We  went  to  one  of  the 
principal  manufactories ;  where  they  fhewed  us  watches  of  great 
beauty,  and  itiftruments  that  fhew  the  courfe  of  the  fiin ;  which  con- 
fcquently  muftbe  adjufted  according  to  the  latitude.  From  ten  to  fix* 
teen  thoufand  watches  and  many  clocks  are  annually  made  here. 

Sixteen  hundred  women  are  fuppofed  to  be  employed  in  the  lace 
InanuFadory ;  and  in  this  valley,  as^well  as  in  that  of  Locle,  new  me- 
chanical inftrumcnts  are  often i  invented.  Many  Germans  are  to  be 
met  with  here.  It  has  likewife  four  large  mills,  the  wheels  of  which 
are  worked  under  ground.  We  were  told  that  one  of  thefe  wheels 
puts  eight  faws  in  motion. 

The  fale  of  their  cattle  in-  part  fupplies: their  deficiency  of  corn  ;  and 
the  labours  of  their  mechanics  enrich  the  whole  land. 

In  Switzerland,  Namre  is.  a  fruitful,  healthy,  and  loving,  mother. 
Ever  pregnant,  fee  fcarcely  has  time  to  give  her  children  the  breaft. 
Happy  children,  that  imbibe  freedomwitli  their  mother's  milk !  Benevo- 
lent nurfe,  that  pf cffesnhem  to  her  fdftgfo wing  bofom  !  Rocks,  moun- 
tains, and  barren  pkces^.  jyfofyer.xnd  fnorile  on  the£e  her  paftoral  fens. 

We  returned  to  Locle  early  on  the  25th,  and  met  our  hoft  again 
with  pleafure.  The  man  is  eighty-three ;  his  wife  feventy-feven. 
They  have  been  fixty  years  married.  The  worthy  old  Baucis  informed 
•jne,  whh' heartfelt  delight,,  that  tlxey  were  the  parent  ftock  of  feventy- 
fev^n  living  defcendants^ 

The  good  people  had  procured  a  cJbar  a  banc  for  us,  to  vifit  the  fall  of 
the  Doux.  We  afcended  and  defcended  two  very  fteep  heights.  It  is  in 
vain  to  be  afr^d^  among  {hort^turningis  like  thofe  we  pafled ;  where  often 
the  road  difappears,land:  a; precipice: only  is  feen.  The  guide  ran  befide 
U8 ;  arid' frequently,  in  narrow  roads,  prefled  as  it  were  between  the  cliff 
and  the  carriage,  he  leapt  like  a  wild  goat  from  rock  to  rock.  The  way 
is  won^rfuily  pleafant.  Rocks,  covered  with  flirubs  and  trees,  feme 
low  ^aiid'ftrong,  others  tall  attdiQender^-.profpeifts  ^^^  open  and  fliut 
upon  the  vehiant  •vaUcy8,..ftad*t  letigfh  a. downward  glimpfe  of  the 
!       ^■  " -;  *  '  fmall 
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fmall  Doux,  which  feparates  Neufchatel  from  Fraiiche  Comtc,  running 
over  a  rocky  bed  to  the  lake,  which  from  a  Frendi  village  is  called 
Lacdt  Mouron  ;  all  thefe  objeSs  delight  the  eye,  in  an  indefcribabl^ 
manner,  and  make  the  heart  overflow  with  ()learure. 

A  fudden  defcent  into  the  valley  brought  xis  to  the  little  village  of 
Brenets.  Here  again  we  found  watchmakers  and  mechanics.  We 
alighted  from  our  carriage,  and  took  boat  on  the  Doux ;  which  here 
becomes  broader ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  we  found  ourfelves  in  that 
deep  rocky  gulph  which  is  called  the  lake  of  Mourpn.  This  lakc^ 
which  frequently  winds  between  fteep  cliffs,  is  fo  fmall  that  it 
might  eafily  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  Doux ;  did  not  its  depth  denote  its 
native  fources*  Its  craggy  (hores  and  naked  diffs  fometimes  rife,  in 
fantaftic  forms,  to  the  clouds;  and  .fometimes  are  covered  with  thie  daik 
pine.  At  others,  their  afcent  is  more  gradual :  while  the  friendly  beecji 
and  the  clear  green  afh,  in  all  the  vigour  of  vegetation,  grow  wild,  and 
rife  in  ftories  one  above  the  other* 

It  was  a  charming  day ;  and  the  dark  blue  of  the  heavens,  the  up- 
right canopy  only  of  which  we  could  fee,  was  contrafted  with  the 
variegated  verdure  of  the  trees,  and  the  dazzling  walls  of  rock,  A 
deep  filence  reigns  here :  except  interrupted  by  the  bleat  of  a  ftray 
goat,  or  the  flight  of  the  eagle* 

Large  eagles  hovered  over  our  heads,  at  an  immeafurable  height  j 
and  only  once  feemed  difl:urbed,  when  our  boatmen  awaketied  flum« 
bering  echo  with  firing  their  guns.  The  waters  of  the  lake  have  waftx- 
^d  deep  canals  in  the  rock ;  cavities  that  are  really  wonderful,  nay  in^ 
credible;  being  certainly  from  twenty  to  thirty  ells  in  height,  and  (hew- 
ing what  was  formerly  the  height  of  the  lake.  In  antient  times,  far 
indeed  beyond  the  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  the  whole 
valley  mud  have  been  a  deep  lake.  Thefe!  outlets  ihcreafe  the  phan- 
tom-like appearance  of  the  rocks;  where  all  that  is  ftrange  and  admi- 
rable feems  combined !  where  every  beauty  flouriflics,  and: where  the 
horrible  crags  and  caverns  are -hung  with  flowers. and  inniimerable 
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^rubbery !  Among  the  fmall  cliffs^  beautiful  trees  take  root ;  and  on 
the  top  of  one  of  the  higheft  a  tall  pine  grows,  the  bed  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  all  appearance,  is  the  bare  ftone. 

We  came  at  laft  to  the  end  of  the  lake  ;  and  faw  the  dry  bed  of  the 
river,  which  in  fummer  has  no  vifible  courfe,  but  con«eals  itfelf  under 
ground.  We  landed  on  the  Neufchatel  fliore,  and  faw  three  French 
cxcife  officers  coming  up  to  us ;  againft  whofe  impofition  we  were 
warned  by  our  boatman.  They  had  lately,  under  fome  frivolous  pre- 
text, detained  a  traveller  almoft  a  whole  day.  We  gave  our  pocket- 
books  and  money  into  the  pofleffion  of  one  of  our  guides,  that  we 
might  not  fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  thefe  Frenchmen,  nor  be  obliged,  as 
fome  travellers  have  been,  to  exchange  our  louis  d'ors  for  affignats  at 
forty  per  cent,  difcount.  We  continued  our  way  with  a  determined 
>ir,  which  bordered  on  defiance,  along  the  dry  bed  of  the  river.  They 
let  us  pafs  peaceably^  although  they  bad  evidently  come  to  examine 
us :  but  either  our  manner  fettered  their  adivity,  or  they  did  not  hope 
to  fiiid  much  booty  on  people  who  had  emptied  their  pockets  in  their 
very  prefence. 

After  a  few  hundred  paces,  we  came  to  a  rocky  height ;  where  we 
agsdn  faw  the  Doux,  on  the  other  fide  of  a  deep  but  narrow  valley,  rife 
oiit  of  the  earth  that  had  drunk  in  its  waters ;  and  in  about  thirty 
yards,  exadly  oppofite  to  us,  it  fell  pechaps  eighty  feet,  impetuoufly, 
ever  rocks,  into  the  valley. 

The  third  part  of  its  bed  was  not  filled.  At  other  feafons  of  the 
year,  or  in  a  lefs  dry  fummer^  the  force  of  the  cafcade  muft  be  much 
greater :  but,  even  then,  I  have  no  conception  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  earth  imbibes  its  waters,,  or  how  they  efcape  after  their  fubterra- 
neous  paflage. 

We  again  took  boat,  again  with  pleafure  contera.pUted  our  lake  and 

Its  rocks,  and  flopped  to  view  a,  large  rent,  which  divided  a  rock  from 

the  bottom  to  the  top,  and  formed  a  deep  cavity.     We  penetrated 

ahouir  fifiy  paces  into  thia  cavern ;  and.  ftouU:  have  proceeded,  farther 
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in  the  dark  hole,  if  our  boatman  had  not  forgotten  to  bring  a  light. 
A  man  muft  be  utterly  void  of  imagination,  who  fliould-not,  for-  a 
moment,  fuppofe  himfelf  an  inhabitant  of  this  rocky  gulph.  His 
fancy  will  place  him  with  a  death's  head,  feated,  like  a  repenting 
hermit :  or  he  will  think  it  the  refuge  either  of  a  hunter,  a  herdfman, 
or  a  pair  of  lovers ;  who  here,  in  innocence,  affection,  and  freedom, 
live  on  the  fi(h  of  the  lake,  the  wild  berries  of  the  rock,  and  the  milk 
of  the  Ikipping  goat. 

I  own,  I  left  this  place  with  a  kind  of  regret :  witha  fnlnefs  of  heart. 

We  again  took  boat  for  Brenets,  and  were  then  carried  in  our  char 
a  banc  to  Locle.  There  we  dined  ;  hearing  the  ringing  of  the  bells, 
which  fummoned  the  people  to  afternoon  fervicc. 

After  dinner,  we  continued  our  journey  back  to  La  Tour.  We 
now  viewed  the  beautiful  valley  by  funfhine ;  which,  the  day  before^ 
w^as  lefs  charmiftg,  becaufe  the  weather  was  bad.  It  was  crowded  with 
people,  in  their  Sunday  attire,  who  were  feen  walking  and  familiarly, 
playing  with  their  cattle.  You  know  how  fond  the  people  of  our 
country  are  of  animals :  but  this  fondnefs  is  nothing,  when  compared 
to  the  kind  intercourfe  that  fubfifts  between  them  and  their  owners  in 
Switzerland.  In  mountainous  diftrids,  tillage  is  not  the  daily  care  of 
the  peafant.  His  wealth  is  in  his  herd.  At  one  appointed  time,  he 
drives  his  cattle  to  the  Alps ;  and,  at  anpther,  he  brings  them  back. 
Nevcrthelefs,  the  people  of  thefe  valleys  have  a  remarkable  fonduefs 
for  animals.  We  faw  men,  women,  aad  children,  careffing  the  cows ; 
and  I  never  fhall  forget  feeing  a  well  looking  man,  with  a  woollen  cap 
6n  his  head,  who  ftood,  his  arms  crofled  and  fatisfa^ion  in  his  coun- 
tenance, with  his  whole  foul  intent  upon  his  largfe  well  fed  (potted 
cow,  that  had  a  handfome  metal  bell  hung  round  her  neck,  and  the 
tinkling  of  which,  at  every  ftep  ftie  made,  delighted  his  ear.  He  took 
no  notice  of  our  carriage,  as  it  rolled  along.  Hi«  eyes  and  ears  were 
alike  engroffed  by  his  cow. 

It  was  late  when  we  reached  La  Tour;  and  happy  was  it  for  us  that 
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we  there  found  a  mafi  that  knew  the  country :  For  we  neither  wilhed 
to  return  hy  Neufchatel^  nor  could  we  have  arrived  there  before  night. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  forfake  the  high  road,  and  proceed  along 
a  fteep  narrow  road  acrdfs  the  country,  which  brought  us  into  places 
that  were  wholly  unknown  to  the  guide  that  came  with  us  from  Berne. 
We  occafionalhy  pafied  fteep  rocks ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  our  new 
guide,  we  muft  have  fpent  the  night  in  the  open  air. 

Soon  after  we  had  ftruck  into  the  bye  road,  we  fuddenly  perceived 
a  great  alteration  in  the  climate.  On  the  mountains,  and  high  plains, 
the  air  had  been  very  fliarp  ;  and,  wherever  the  wind  blew  through 
the  openings  in  the  mountains,  we  found  the  cold  as  great  as  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  of  November :  but  here  we  again  met  with 
fruit  ttees,  and. the  air  was  not  fo  rude. 

At  twilighti  we  arrived  at  the  little  town  of  Boudry ;  which  belongs 
to  Neufchatel :  and  early  yefterday  we  purfued  our  road,  and  prefently 
came  to  the  lake  of  Ncufchatel.  We  travelled  by  its  fide,  veith  its 
frothy,  waves  driven  by  the  wind  on  our  left,  and  the  long  promontory 
of  the  woody  Jura  on  our  right,  and  arrived  in  the  forenoon  at 
Yverdon. 

A  league  before  we  came  to  Tvefdon,  We  pkfled  through  Grandibn. 
This  town,  and  its  baiHwick  of  the  fame  name,  belong  in  common  to 
Berne  and  Freiburgi  In  the  year  1476,  the  toii^d  Was  taken  by  Charles 
the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy  ;^  wiio,>  contrary  to  his  pledged  faith, 
hanged  a  part  of  the  garrifon  and  drowned  the  reft.  But  foon  after* 
ward,  on  the  third  of  March^  in  the  very  fame  year^  and  place,  he 
was  defeated  by  the  Swifs.  He  loft'  his  camp,  his  baggage,  and  his 
artillery.  This  battle  was  the  harbinger  of  the  great  victory  at  Mur-  ; 
ten,  by  which  he  was  humbled;  and  of  the  battle  of  Nancy,  where 
the  reftlefs  warrior  loft  his  life. 

Yverdon  is  among  the  oldeft  towns  in  Switzerland*  It  is  one  of  the 
four  towns  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  which  are  caX\ei}i^  L^r  ^atrcs  bonnes 
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vilUs  * :  thefe  are  Moudon,  Yverdon,  Morges,  and  Nyon.  They  have 
confiderable  municipal  rights,  with  a  little  and  a  gteat  council;  con- 
fifting  of  thirty-fix  perfons,  the  prefidenf  of  whom  is  a  banneret. 

There  is  an  old  caftle,  in  Yverdon,  with  four  lowers,  which  was. 
built  in  the  twelfth  century  by  Conrad,  Duke  of  Zahringen.  In  this 
town,  there  is  a  fociety,  that  collects  voluntary  alms  for  all  the  poor  j 
to  prevent  begging,  and  keep  the  country  free  from  the  dirt,  diforder^ 
and  immorality,  of  mendicants. 

The  town  is  built  at  the  fouth  end  of^  the  lake  of  Neufchatel,  in  a 
charming  iltuation.  It  has  beautiful  alleys  of  the  chefnut,.  the  linden,' 
and  the  Italian  poplar.  It  grieved  me  to  fee  the  trees,  of  one  of  the 
large  linden  walks,  with  their  branches  lopped,  and  theifr  bark  peeled 
all  round ;  which  fliewed  they  were  doomed  tathe  axe.  Here,  as  in 
other  places,  the  large  trees  which  were  planted  by  our  great  great 
grandfathers  are  hewn  down,  and  replaced  by  the  Italian  poplar.  It 
is  pleaded,  in  excufe,  that  the  trees  grew  old,  and  were  in  part  decayed. 
It  may  be  fo  j  but,  in  my  opinion,  thofe  who  fell  the  large  linden  to 
plant  the  ftripling  poplar  would  be  very  worthy  of  inljahiting  the  city 
of  Abdera  f* 

In  the  afternoon,  we  continued  our  journey,  through  very  fertile 
regions.  Two  leagued  from  Laufahne,  we  inet  with  a  marble  obeliik^ 
ereded  in  a  village,  on  the  four  fides  of  which  was  the  following  in- 
fcription,  in  the  Latin^  German,  French^  -and  Englifh  languages : 

'       •.  PRAISE  THE  LORES,  ALL  YE  PEOPLEI 

We  arrived  here  yefterday  evening,  about  dufk;  too  late  to  enjoy 
the  beautiful  profpefts  of  the  lake. 

*  The  four  good  towns. 

I  Atxlera  was  an  antient  maritime  town  of  Thrace  $  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
fubje£l  to  a  kind  of  ftupid  phrenfy.    T. 
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LETTER    XXII. 

Laufannc,  30th  September  1791. 

X  HE  day  before  yefterday,  in  the  morning,  we  went  down  to 
the  lake,  and  took  boat,  intending  to  make  a  two  days  voyage,  to  Vevay 
and  the  Savoy  fhore.  We  firft  however  proceeded  to  Meilierie,  in 
Savoy.  The  day  was  clear,  and  increafed  the  charms  of  the  lake ;  the 
waters  of  which,  in  foft  meanders,  were  loft  behind  the  hills,  while  to 
the  left  we  faw  their  ful}  extent ;  and,  beyond  them,  tl^  mountains  of 
Valgus,  with  their  towering  forked  cliffs :  among  which  we  diftinguiih- 
ed  that  wMch  is  called  La  dtnt  dc  lament"^.  Immediately  before  us 
were  the  wood- decked  hills  of  Savoy,  and  the  far-famed  rocks  of  Meil- 
lerie, .  i 

Thb  li«le  village  lies  preffed,  as  it  were,  between  the  waters  of  the 
lake  and  the  rifiog  inountatn.  The  rocks,  which  are  a  part  of  the 
nftountain,  are  perpendicular  to  the  bdce ;  and  leave  but  a  fmall  fpace 
between  the  cliff  and  the.ed^e  of  the  lake.  As  foon  as  we  landed, 
vTe  took  a  guide,  to  coadu£k  ^x^  over  the  mountains.  The  road  is  often 
ftiB^;  and  on  the  6dge  of  :dbep  precipices.  The  nether  and  nuddle 
region  of  the  mountain  are  ciovered  with  walnut,  and  more  efpecially 
withchefnut,  trees;  and  above  thefegrow  the  young  beech,  the  fer- 
vice  tree,  and  other  quick  wood.  We  did  not  reach  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain^  Sophia  and  Erneft  remaned  on  a  chatimng  verdant  fpot ; 
Mrhere  ihey  had  a  full  profped  pf  the  lake,  and  an  anftphitheatre  formed 
by  the  mountains  of  Valus.  The  reft  of  us  took  a  truly  goat^hunter's 
track;  where. one. £dfe  fbp  vn^uid  4iave  hurled  us  headlong  into  the 
gulph  below.  Generally,  however,  we  could  catch  at  the  young  trees ; 
or  ftay  -ourCelves.  by  thic  jutting  rocks.  , 

♦  Sorrows  tooth. 
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By  thefe  means,  we  arrived  among  thofe  rocks  which  RouiTeau  veiy 
properly  chofe  as  the  retreat  of  a  lover.  We  ftood  oppofite  to  the 
celebrated  Vevay,  upon  the  glittering  ftone  on  which  St.  Preux  in- 
fcribed  his  Julians  name ;  and  lay  down  on  a  large  bed  of  rock,  from 
which,  immediately  under  us,  in  the  middle  of  the  lake,  we  could  fee 
the  promontories  refleGed  in  its  tranfparent  blue  green  waterg.*  Thick 
fhrubs  and  buihe^  w»e  above  our  heads;  and  round  us  a  folemm 
filence  reigned^  except  that  faddeiily,  now  and  then,  a  ftone,  heWa 
{rati^iomc  quarry,  fell  thundering;  or  we  were  alarmed  by  the  loud 
defcent  of  the  pine  tree,  which,  after  being  felled,  is  caft  from  the  top 
oS  the  mountain  to  be  ihipped  upoa  the  lakob 

The  beftuty  of  the  profpeft,  over  the  water,  to  the  populous  bank* 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  to  the  high  piromontories  of  the  Valais,  beyond 
which  the  glaciers  reared  their  heads,  delighted  and  filled  the  mind : 
which  finking  into  thoughtfulnefs  fek  happy  at  being  aw^ened  from 
contemplation  by  the  various  landfcape ;  and,  with  pleafmg  dread,  wil* 
Ungly  refle^ed  on  the  feaifui  fditarinefs  of  ^hefe  abddes ;'  where  ^o 
€fc  fees,  no  voice  is  heaxd^  apd  no  fbotftep  approaches*  ^  ^ 

We  unwillingly  tore  ourfelvea  from  this  place,,  again  clambered 
ajnong^the  cliffs,  and  returned  with  Sophia  and  ErneA  to  Mdlleri^.  • 
On  our  way  we  faw  and  heard:  the  pane  trees  hewn,  peeled,  ai^l  rolled 
down.    The  dipped  trunks  ve  laid  on  the  fteepisA  deolivki<6 ^  frott^' 
which  they  glide  down,  with  fuch  incredible  impetuofity  add  rapi^ty^ 
that  the  gvudes.  always  entreat  their.  foUowett  to  be  quick,  in  paffibg^ 
thefe  trft^^ka*.  left,  the  yet  onfeen^and'  imfaeard  tfunka  {houldinftantb)r. 
fw^ep  tbetQ  away;,  or  cruih:  thta^.tor^^oms.     Some  xif  thefe  fkepsiace:: 
f^  prodigiQus  that  -9.  fton^  (txixxsmo&oni  ii  a  l<mg  while  hdayd.  txxroll^/ 
fyom  rock  to  rock,  b^oxe  it  reatfheatho  valley. '  r  >:'      f 

We  fpent  the  idid*d{ty  at  MtiJkw^  the  inhabitaota  of  .which  brma': 
neither  <0fa  iields:  n/)r  viDieyaixb^/  .Before  aQd.ov»ritheii:hdii&s!^ 
numerous  tall  poles,  loaded  with^^pes  aaexjceUfen^  'aa^  thofe  do^  the: 
Pays  de  Vaud :  but  they  are  no(  ia  fufficiejQ^  quantities  for  the  making 
7  of 
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of  wine,  and  are  therefore  eaten.  Few  of  the  inhabitants  are  wealthy 
enough  to  keep  a  cow :  they  chiefly  live  on  the  produce  of  their  wal- 
nut trees,  the  oil  of  which  is  exprefTed  from  the  nut ;  and  on  their  chef- 
nuts,  which  they  barter  for  com.  Their  principal  food  is  chefnuts,. 
fifh,  and  potatoes. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  took  boat  to  Vevay.  The  fun  fet  behind  the- 
Ibore  of  the  lake,  gilding  the  rocks  with  deep  red  and  dark  purple,. 
and  the  glaciers  with  a  vivid  rofe  colour,  which  continued  exceedingly 
bright  when  we  landed  at  the  very  dulk  of  the  evening  at  Vevay. 

Vevay  is  an  old  town.  In  the  Itinerary  of  the  Emperor  Antoninci 
it  is  mentioned  by  the  name  of  Vivifcum.  In  the  German  language, 
it  is  ftill  called  Vivis*  It  is  the  next  town  in  rank,  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  to  Laulanne ;  and  is  even  more  pleafant  than  the  latter,  by  its 
fituation  and  the  mildnefs  of  its  climate.  Like  the  other  towns  of  the 
Pays  de  Vaaid,  it  has  its  great  and  little  council ;  with  many  privileges.. 
It  contains  one  church,  which  is  very  handfome.  Its  high  fquare  tower 
h  feen  at  a  great  diftance.  The  town  is  handfomely  built,  and  inha- 
bited by  wealthy  citizens.  About  the  diftance  of  a  cannon  fhot  to  the 
eaft,  another  little  town  is  built;  called  La  Tour  dc  Peyh^  which  ap- 
pears to  make  but  one  with  Vevay. 

Yefterday  morning,  we  afcended  the  fine  tower  of  the  church  of 
Vevay.  A  part  of  the  hills  were  covered  with  clouds  y  and  the  valley,, 
through  which  the  Rhone  runs  into  the  lake,  was  fo  cloudy  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  a  fecond  lake,  which  was  divided  from  the  true  lake  by  a 
dam,,  and  which  communicated  with  it  by  a  fmall  opening ;  which 
opening  was  the  Rhone.  Of  this  river,  aa  of  all  thofe  that  flow- 
through  lakes,  the  fable  of  the  fifliermen  is,  and  which  fable  they  be- 
lieve, that  its  vraters.da  not  mix  with  the  waters  of  the  lake.. 

Vevay  is  furrounded  with  vineyard  hills ;  and  the  wine  is  in  great: 
edimaticMi.  Mild  however  as  the  climate  is,  it  is  fubje£l  to  very  quick: 
changes.  On  my  firft  journey,  I  remember  that  I  came' here  on  the: 
day  when  the  vintage  ended ;  it  was  the  thirtieth  of  Qdober,  and  laths'' 
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in  the  evening,  and  I  then  ate  white  figs  and  the  grapes  that  had  been 
laft  gathered.  The  evening  was  very  mild;  but  the  following  night 
the  froft  was  fo  ftrong  that  ice  was  to  be  feen,  the  next  day,  long  after 
fun-rife. 

Having  left  the  tower,  we  took  boat,  to  pafs  over  to  the  coafts  of 
Savoy.  We  once  more,  in  our  paflage,  faw  the  rocks  of  Meillerie ; 
and  we  men,  with  Erneft,  landed  two  leagues  from  Evian,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  foot  along  a  high  path  befide  the  lake,  through  a  continual 
wood  of  genuine  chefnut  and  fomc  few.  nutiriees.  In  Lower  Ger- 
many, the  legitimate  chefnut  tree  nevqKlattftins  any  large  fizc ;  and 
the  fruit  feldom  ripens;  but  here,  and  indeed  in  moft  parts,  in  Swit- 
zerland, particularly  the  fouthern  confines,  the  Italian  di(lri£ts,  and  the 
Grifons,  the  fruit  of  the  chefnut  tree  frequently  fupplies  the  place  of 
corn ;  and  the  growth  of  the  trees  is  equal  in  height  to  the  beech  of 
Holftein,  and  in  ftrength  to  the  oak  of  Weftphalia.  I  know  no  tree 
which  I  think  preferable. 

The  country  people  were  very  bufy  in  gathering  their  walnuts.  In 
my  firft  journey,  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  aflbciating  with  the 
Savoyards.  They  arc  a  cheerful,  kind-hearted  people ;  who  bitterly 
experience  the  oppreflions  of  government ;  for  they  live  and  fufFer  in 
a  very  fertile  country,  while  they  behold  their  neighbours,  in  lands  not 
fo  fruitful,  profperous,  and  fignalized  by  the  felf-evident  bleflings  of 
freedom. 

Evian  is  a  little  town,  in  which  there  are  a  few  good  houfes :  but 
the  greater  part  are  the  very  reverfe.  It  was  the  cuilom  for  the  royal 
princes  to  come  every  year  and  remain  here,  for  fome  months,  to  drink 
the  waters  of  the  fpxings;  which  rife  about  a  league  above  the  town : 
but,  for  the  three  laft  years,  they  have  been  abfent.  The  inn,  which 
our  boatmen  praifed  as  the  beft  in  the  place,  was  wretched :  efpecially 
by  its  total  want  of  cleanlinefs;  which  is  common  in  Savoy,  and  which 
is  the  more  confpicuous  by  being  contiafted  with  the  charming  neat-  ' 
Def i  of  the  Swifs. 
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The  fine  weather,  which  has  been  fo  true  to  us  through  our  whole 
journey,  afforded  us  a  favourable  but  a  feeble  wind  back  to  Laufanne. 
The  fmiling  banks  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  are  juftly  celebrated  ;  and  yet 
I  muft  own  I  far  prefer  the  lofty  fliores  of  Savoy,  with  their  rocks  and 
forefts  of  chefnut. 

Laufanne  is  the  largeft  town  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  is  built  on  a 
rifing  height,  a  fhort  half  league  from  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  houfes 
are  handfome ;  but  the  ground  upon  which  they  are  Built  is  fo  unequal 
that  three  horfes  arc  generaHy  obKged  to  be  hamefled  abreaft,  to  draw 
a  coach  up  their fteep  ftreets.  In  the  times  of  the  Romans,  it  was  called 
Laufonium^  or  Lanfanna :  but  it  is  fuppofed  tohavebeen  built  lower,  at  that 
time,  and  nearer  to  the  lake.  In  the  fixteenth  century,  the  bifhopric  of 
Avenche  was  transferred  hither.  Since  the  reformation,  the  biOiop  re- 
fides  at  Freiburg :  though  he  ftiU  draws  fome  little  revenue  from  this 
place.  Laufanne  enjoyed  great  privileges  even  in  thetime  of  the  bifliops  : 
but  they  have  been  much  extended  under  the  government  of  Berne,  i 

Laufanne  eleds  its  own  burgomafteri  five  bannerets,  the  little  coun- 
cil, the  council  of  fixty,  and*  the  great  council  of  two  hundred.  The 
town  holds  its  own  upper  and  lower  courts  of  juftice.  The  govern- 
ment of  Berne  has  referved  nothing  for  i'tfelf,  except  the  rights  of  fo- 
vereignty,  of  arming  foldiers,  coining  money,  and  that  be(l  of  rights, 
the  right  of  forgiving. 

The  academy,  which  was  founded  in  the  year  1537,  has  Been  gra-- 
dually  enlarged.  A  profefforfliip  of  medicine  was  added,  for  the  cele- 
brated phyfician,  Tiffot.  This  gentleman  is  very  highly  valued  for 
his  perfonal  qualities.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  inhabrtants  of  the 
town,  after  they  have  praifed  his  underftanding  and  his  heart,  conclude^ 
this  prsufe  by  adding :  He  faved  the  liffe  of  my  wife !  He  reftored'my 
mother  to  health !  He  fnatched'  my  two  children  from  the  grave !: 

The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful;  though  built  in  the  gothic  ilyle. 

Facing  the  church,  there  is  a  walk  planted  with  trees ;  from  which  there^ 

is*  a  beautiful  profpeft,  toward  the  lake; 

The^ 
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.  The  hofpital  is  large  and  magnificent  In  this  country,  the  bene- 
volence of  the  inhabitants  is  greater  than  the  neceffities  of  the  poor.' 
This  fine  building  is  almoft  tenantlefs. 

You  muft  certainly  have  read,  in  the  public  ps^ers,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Berne  has  fent  above  three  thoufand  men  into  the  Pay^  dc 
Vaud;  more  than  two  thoufand  of  whom  have  been  quartered  in  this 
town  for  fome  weeks.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  our  gazette  writers, 
partly  from  ignorance,  and  partly  becaufe  they  have  their  own  reafona 
for  placing  fo  many  wife  regulations  of  governnikents  ki  a  falfe  light, 
will  mifreprefcnt  this  ftep-  And  mifreprefent  it  they  certainly  will,  if 
they  pretend  to  underftand  the  reafon  of  It  better  than  the  perfons  by 
whom  it  has  been  taken.  Thus  far  we  know,  that  the  French,  who  in 
the  preceding  years  have  fwarmed  in  this  country,  have  fpread  a  fpirit 
of  difcontent.  That  this  fpirit  has  manifefted  itfclf  in  various  ways, 
and  that  the  malevolent  have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  it  among  the 
people,  is  paft  all  contradidion.  Some  perfons  have  been  fuddenly 
iUTcfted,  and  imprifoned,  in  a  caftle  at  the  eaftern  end  of  the  lake.  The 
iihief  magiftrates  of  the'towns  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  have  been  fum- 
moned  to  appear  to-day ;  and  were  admooiflied  by  a  deputation  from 
the  government.  The  foldiers  were  under  arms,  to  give  the  affiur  the 
greater  folemnity.  I  thought  that  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  would 
have  burft  forth:  but  perfons  of  various  ranks  approve  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  government  of  Berne.  They  gave  it  to  be  underflxx>d 
that  4  fiire  was  glowing  under  the  a£hes,  and  that  it  muft  be  immedi- 
ately extingui(hed. 

A  gentleman  of  this  country,  a  man  of  property,  and  under  no  obli- 
gations to  Berne,  and  another  perfon,  whofe  name  would  give  weight 
tQ  his  opinion  were  I  allowed  to  mention  it,  both  fpoke  the  fame  lan« 
guage.  I  have  not  met  any  man  in  Berne,  who  did  not  fpeak  with 
regret  of  the  neceffity  of  this  ftep ;  and  the  moft  intelligent  perfons  of 
the  pays  de  Vaud  pfaife  the  wifilom  and  mildneis  of  the  government. 

It  is  true  that  the  nobility  and  the  towns  of  tlus  country,  when  they 
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W/cre  fubjed  to  Savoy,  exercifcd .the  righf  of  affembling  tl^e  ftates*, 
Thi^  right  they  loft,  in  th?;  year.J536,  wh^en  they  \if ere  conquered  by. 
the  Clinton  of  Berne* ,  .The  government  of  Berne,  at  that  time,-  pjS^red 
the  nobility,  of  the  conquered  country  the  right  of  citizenfhip ;  a  right 
which  would  have  entitled  them  to  all  the  honourable  offices  of  the  re^ 
public :  but  this  they  declined,  in  expeitatipn  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
would  again  recover  the  country.     Three  families  only  accepted  jt^;^ 
and  by  tbsfo  9nly  it  is  npw  enjoyed-  ^   The  cqn{];Uution  Ijiov^eyer^is  kt, 
a  high  degree  free  j  and  the  fpirit  of  the.  government,  is  bpth  mild  an4^ 
pnident,  ,>.,.., 

The  people  are  perfedly  fatisfied;  and  thofe  who  would  eacclte.In- 
fuipreftion,  from  the  love- of  change,,  would  find  themfejyes  oppofed  by  j 
all  clafles.     The  poor  citizens  and  the  peafants  would  be  as  eager,  in . 
T^Of^ing  them,  as  the  government  itfelf.     In  the  preceding  year^  this 
province  was  vifited  by  a  general  dearth ;  and  the  council  of  Berne . 
fupplied  the  inhabitants,  from-,  the  ♦ftprqs  that.Jt  had  provided^  with 
cprn:.  by  which  a.lof$  waSjfyftainedof  fifteen.bundred thouland Bemer . 
poutjvds^j  whiph  is  more. than  ftx.  hundred.  J^^iouland  rix  dollars.  ^ 

You'knowmy  opinions.     You  l^now  that,  from,  my  childhood,  I: 
hjgiy^.heen  an  jenemy  to  all  abfblute  power  j  and  no  friend  either  to  un- 
limited ojionarchiesi,  jpr  an  ariftocracy  x^t  refembles  an  oUgai;chy  j  aqd  » 
I  do  not  thinly  Lam  in ^any/^ger  of  changing  jth^^-opinion.^^^  ^nthefe^ 
timely  hqwe^ef ,  yrhen  freed9m  ;^d  defpoti^  are  exercifcd  by.  the  pea-  . 
pie,  yes,  by  the  people,  op  by  their  demagogues,  they  are  fo  confounded, 
although  they  are  diredly  contradidlory,  that  I,  with  many  others  who 
are  lovers  of  pr(ler,aad  l^ety,  may  eafily  he  mifunderftood.     My  opi-  , 
mpn  15,  tl\at  freedom  isi  fovi9(|5d  on  laws,  J[aws  on  morals,  and  morals  on 
the  fear  of  God.     Y^t  I  am  pornoyr^  nor  e;5^er^,|xaye  been|  pf  th.e  opi-^ 
niqn  of  Pope  j  who^in  his  well  known  diftich,  (ajs^ — r 

":  For  forms  of 'government  le^  fools  comcft  j 

,.      '  ,     WhatVcrisbeftadminifter'disbeft*,  , 

...    1   .,:    •      ,.     .♦  EflayoniMjin.  r      .  ,.     /  , 
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Fof  thete  are*  certain  fbrnis  that  are  inadmifliblei  m  a' goodi.govcfii- 
riient ;  on  at  feaft  for  any  Iblgfli  «b£  titriie  j  "  for  -  tliey  are  derogatory  ta 
tile  dimity  of '  man.  '  Beep'  cohlideration,  and '  an  •  attention  to  fe€ts> 
liare  convinced  me  that  very  rimiili-fndeed  depeiid'i  ofr  the  form,  but 
ftHI  more  on  the  fpirit,  of  a  government  Ariftotle,  the  moft  acute  of 
all  political  philofophers,  fb  highly  j^raifes  the  form  of  the  conftitution 
of' Cartilage',  that^he  aflerts  it  was  theverybeft  he  knew.  And;  yet^ 
'vWics' would  Venture  to  praife  the  fpirit  of  this  coftftitutrorif  The  fbrirt 
of  the  conftitution  of  Berne  is' very  wide  of  ideal  excellence,  fiifch  as' 
I  canfuppofe  to  myfelf ;  for  it  borders  on  oligarchy:  but  the  wifdom,- 
the  grandein*,  the  bendvolence,  of  its  fpirit  induce  it  to  adminifter  juf- 
tice,  as  freely  to  tHe  wdl-infbtmed'poor  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  as:  to 
throfe  of  the  higher  clafs. 

T^he  foldiers  were  to  Ifeave  thfe  country  in' a  fewdays^  and  return  to 
their  cabins; 

H6w  hateful^  hoW  barbarous,  is  the  rigorous  difcipline  of  mercena- 
ries !  As-iiatefui  as  the  veVy  difordeVs  wHicft  n:hefe  rtierdenati^es  ar6  hired" 
to  repref^^  Yet  this  very  rigoiir  Itfelf  IsTcarcely  fufiicierittb^kecj)  tli^m:  - 
lA  fubordiriation'V  while,  from  tire  officers  of  the  free  foIBiers  of' a  Re- 
public,' a-  word  is  fuflSclerit.  Thofe  vriho  w^re  inimical  to  their  entrance 
hti^ei  yet,  praifd  thfeif  dejSortmeht. '  Far  fro'm'the  rapacity' of  maraud^ 
ers^'they  fcai-cely  Wotlld*  accept  ifiich  refteffimcriti  as  weire  oflEbred 
the6i*  'Sdme*  foidiers^  were  quartered  on  ^  rich-  biiipghdr;  of  Mbndon^ 
wtofe  gkrdeh  ^;ra8  full  of  ripe  fruit:  Ht'was  Very  unwilling  to  admit 
them*;  but,  when  they  departed,  he  gaVe '  public  teftlmony  tliat  his. 
garden,  had  never  been  better  'watched:  Tbey/vwre  aS  friendly  vHtK^ 
the  inhabitants  as  if  they  had  been  felloW  townfirierfV  iior  did' eveti'  the  ^ 
difference  of  langdage  give  occafiontb' tHfe'leaR  mlfundei'ftaridi'iiff/      "''' 

It  ispleafant'to  fee  thefe  people  under  afAtsi  ^' Headed  ty^officSrisj^ 

who  have  moft  of  them  been  in  foreign  feryici^'  aild  whofe  capacity 

foreigners  celebrate,  they  are  quiclc  in  obedience:  but  they  obey  with 

a  manly  air.    The  officers  acknowledge  them  as  their  free  fellow-citi- 
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.Tiens  i  and  -nungle  wiUi  th<$m  in  a  friendly  manner.    Tbyej  are  a  hand- 
jC^vc^, ,  ftfp^g,  wpUrWlt  ii^j.ia  whofeey^s  cheepfulnefsajad  yalpur 
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LET  T£  K\XXIli. 

Geneva,  2d  OAober  lyi, 

fliould  have  made  a  longer  ftay,  had  aot;thelength  qf  oiu^  jpui^jkey^p^ 
^he  (e^fcm  q£  the  y^arx^^^ed  w  J^p  .^ej^ar^;  -The.  fituatioa  cf  the 
town  is  uncprnmonly  bf^aptiful*  .  W^^  enjoyed  it,  aa^.we  left  the:p^cc 
and  jMTCceeded  idown  the  lovely  ^.^hta,  on  which,  it  4$  ^viilj|;|to  ithe 
^oiie3  <)f  tbp.  Isilffi.  , .  TUdfe.hsig!^  ^W-acj?  ii^a^antin  6iyfffi%f4  )f§^;^ 
lies.  The^  various  f ^i^^s-  of  lUi^up^^t^  -oiie  .l)€JbJAd  ^^^Ifustr.  <m  t^ 
jpppq$te  a»f^,^f  Savour,  ar^  ^^^l^fi^Ueevexy.uii^ajqt^  wi^ile  the  fbr/^ 
jnoft  rockfl,  vofi^^  qhangc^k'P:!!!^  €^pc^  wlith  their  to^erin^  cHfis  at 
jevery  ftep  from  t^he  eye^  ip  |is  to .  form  a  44fFei:eQt  pro:^f  £^«  Mpxit 
^lanq,  vf hofe top  fiwy  pcogi lyaripiMt pJnoca in iiasifanae iieilijcin t^wejs- 
Sng  Qver  t^e  cUff^.oooiiime^./to  rife  Aipon  iis,  m  i^lendid  beauty  .«p(d 
-toilful  MAimiY.  'Hue-  ai2;oiriQ»dieyerqpo&8  Jbete,  xm  Jthe magaificcalt 
.wonders  of  nktuse  ^  then  tuxios  to  the  laughing  regions  .of  the  cciafl:» 
-to  their  yineyardS)  their  foneftsi  the^  popuious  hilLs,  and  onward  to 
dkt  tbeamkB  of  ithe  bkc.  rBathedibf  its  waters,  idie  charming  .littte 
town  of  Morges  is  feen  ;  the  lefs  agreeable  but  friendly  towQ  Of  HpUq* 
and  the  more  important  Nion ;  which,  nothing  derogatory  to  its  old 
Roman  origin,  appears  entirely  to  confift  of  the  houfes  of  the  wealthy> 
who  affemble  here  to  refide ;  and,  under  the  protedion  of  liberty, 
cheerfully,  and  undifturbed,  enjoy  the  youthful  beauties  of  nature* 
r   ;  Y  2  About 
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About  noon  we  arrived  at  the  hofpitabfe  houfe  of  Mr.  Reverdil  j 
where  we  remained  till  the  follewingniorning.  He  is  a  worthy  ma». 
1  have  not  feen  him  fince  I  was  quite  a  boy ;  nearly  thirty  years  afgd. 
I  met  him  again  with  pleafure ;  and  with  the  greater  becaufe  he  is  now 
in  the  happy  poffeffion  of  a  charming  wife. 

The  next  day,  we  continued  our  journey,  and  paffed  by  two  place* 
that  feemed  to  be  confecrated  the  abode  of  happinefs :  thefe  were  the 
refidence  of  two  fages  of  the  prefent  age,  Necker,  and  Bonnet.  I 
hope  foon  to  fay  a  word  to  you  cdncdrnhig  thefe  men*  Mont  Blanc 
became  more  and  more  vifible.  Itfelf  a  world  of  glaciers,  it  reared  its 
niighty  fummits  over  the  long  range  of  Savoy  glaciers ;  white  its  mag- 
nitude aiid^  brightnefs,  inftead  of  being  concealed  by  intervening  pro- 
montoHes,-were  I'athcr  rncreiifed. 

'We  few  ripe*  buck  whe«i^  betfweeri  Nion  and  Geneva  j'  vrhich  im'-^ 
mediately  after  the  Wheat  harveft  is  fown  in  the  fame  fields. 

*  Geneva  conceals^  itfelf  behind  a  kind  of  cape ;  as  if  fuddenly  to  ruili 
uponthie^vieWi  The  traveller  proceeds  amobg  the  numerous  country 
houfes  of  ks'rieb  and  firee  burghers,  before  hela  aware  of  beirig  in  their 
territories^  tiU,  at  once,  the  city  in  all  its  majefty  appears,  built  imme** 
diately  where  the  Rhone  flows  out  of  thfe  lake,  I  congratulated  nrjK- 
felf,  that  I  was  again  about  to  fee  a  towa,  and  a  diftri£k,  which  L 
hontmr  and  love.  -  It  appears  ta  me,  that  as  agQ  advances  we  are  very 
'^tfifousto  lieviftt  the  places  in  which  we  fpent  oiu:  early  youth  ;*  and 
feel  more  interefl:ed,at  the  fight  of  them^  tlian  at  thc'novdty  whicLother 
parts  in^ire.  When,  as  we  grow  old,  we  figh  for  fomediing  new,, 
imagination  fpreads  thofe  mighty  fails  which  the  breath  of  earth  is  in)-^ 
fufflcient  to  fiU :.  but  are  they  n6t  oftea  fwellbd  by  the  breath  of  tjljfir 
departed^'  :    '.  *  :  f-   -^  '•:..•••' >! 
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Geneva,  7th  OAober  i79r, 

HE  free  city  of  Geneva,  widi  its  finall  territory,  lies  be*- 
tween  the  confines  of  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  France ;,  and  is  built  on 
the  beautiful  lake  which  takes  its  name^  From  this  lake  the  Rhone 
again  purfues  its-  courfe ;  after  having  traverfed  it  entirely,  and.  purified 
its  waters  of  the  mud  which  it  brought  from  the  mountains  of  Valais- 

The  Rhone  flows  through  the  city ;  where  it  forqxs  an  illand,  which 
is  CQvered  with  houfes^  Geneva  was  converted  to  chriftianity  in  the 
third  or  fourth  century.  It  was  afterward,  more  than  once,  ihaken  and 
overrun  by  the  northern  invaders.  Some  of  the  Kings  of  Burgundy 
chofe  it  for  their  refuience*  .  It  next  fell  under  the  jurifdi^Uon  of  the 
King$  of  France^  While  thefe  lords  governed,,  it  was  at  onetin^  fub- 
je£t  to  the  oppriefliofis  of  war,  at  others  to  the  misfortunes  of  .ae«rchy. 

Chaiiemagne,  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  of  mamkind,  who  ^eta- 
morphofed  whole  kingdoms,  aflembled  his  army  here  before  he  marched 
againfl  the  Lombards,  and  granted  the  town  conftderable  *  privileges* 
It  afterward  became  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Ailes  j  and  after  that  of 
Burgundy. 

The  race  of  Burgundy  having  become  extin£fc,  Geneva,  like  the 
other  ftatea  that  compofed  this  kingdom,  in  the  year  1032,  was  incor* 
porated,  by  Conrad  the  Second,  with  the  German  empire.  It  was 
about  this  time  that  cities  bega^i  to  fhake  o0*.the  ybke  of  the  great  vaf« 
ials  of  the  empire..  The  Kings  and  Emperors  of  Germany  oftea 
afforded  them  this  opportunity ;  and  endowed  them  with  privileges;,, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  contend  with  thofe  teniporal  and  4>iritua]l 
lords,  whofe  power  was  become  fo  great  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  f<v 
v«eigi!U  ' 
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The  Bifliops  of  Geneva  had  gradually  become  more  potent,  and 
accumulated  their  claims  ;  which  the  no  lefs  ambitious  Counts  of  Ge- 
neva, who  had  originally  ^dewTed  frcnnthc  En^peror,  though  they  were 
likewife  the  vaflals  of  the  bifhops,  difputed  with  them.  The  people, 
lovers  of  freedom,  while  thefe  contefts  were  rather  encouraged  than 
repreffed  by  the  imperial  and  papal  powers,  knew  how  to  profit  by 
them  ;  and  at  one  time  to  obtain  rights  and  privileges  from  one  party, 
and  at  another  from  it3  opponent.  Still  <hty  were  more  inclined  t6 
favour  the  bifhops  than  their  hereditary  counts. 

Mean  while  a  new  power  arofe,  by  which  the  counts  becanae  em- 
broiled J  and  which  induced  them  to  quit  the  pofleflion  of  a  flourifliing 
and  commercial  city. 

.  The  people  of  Oencva  then  aeknowledgeH  the  bifliops,  as  their  fove- 
reigns ;  who,  accordingly,  exercifed  the  feignoriid  fights.  The  people 
iK>twitbftandiiag  pc^efled  confiderable  piiVileges.  Ihcj  annuaHy 
chofe  a  fyiidic,  and  a  treafurer  ;  and  thefe  appointed  a  coundl.  The 
X]ieopIe'Were  coaibked  u\  the  impoflng  of  taxes,  and  in  tiie  ferhxiog  cf 
^listncts.  Neither  the bi&op  nor  thdnvagiftrate could  ypdeitake  any 
billing  of  in^portance,  ^ui^iefs  they  were  afiembled  ;  and  eiach,  at  .com- 
ing into  ofEce,  made  a  folemn  oath  Jbefbr^  the  fyndic,  by  which  ihc 
prQmifed  to  leave  the  privileges  of  the  city  jundiminifhed.  Heqce 
Geneva  was  poflefled  of  confidecable  freedom,  under  the  biffiops  wfeick 
it  thus  circumfcribed. 

The  German  Emperors,  often  difturbed  by  internal  troubles,  and 
generally  engaged  in  foreign  wars,  were  the  nominal  fovereigns  ;  but 
notlfflig  more. 

The  Counts  of  Mauriemie,  vaiTals  of  the  antient  Kings  of  Burgiiiidy^ 
held  a  part  of  their  lands,  as  fiefs,  fr<»n  the  Emperor  Henry  Che  fifths 
^n4«r  the  title  of  iGounts  of  Savoy. 

Amgfcdeus,  profiting  by  the  jealoufy  winch  the  burghers  of  Crcneva 
entertained  againftthe  biihop,  feized  on  thefecular  rights  j  which,  till 
then,  the  bifhop  had  adminiftered.     The  hiftory  of  all  ages  demon- 
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ffrates  how  abfurd  it  is  for  fmall  independent  ftate^,  or  fof  differdht  par- 
ties of  the"  fame  ftate,  to  call  iti  the  aid  of  a  powerful  arbitratoi*;  but,  in 
thefe'dark  ages,  men  Were  little  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  formed 
times.  Befide,  what  power  has  hiftorical  exampkf  ovei^  the  violence  of 
party  fpirit  ? 

Amadeus  the  Sikth  was  appointed  Vicar  of  the  Empire,  in  Italy 
and  tlie  neighbouring  ftaWs.  He  was  itidfeed  excluded  from  any 
jurifdidtion  over  the  city;  but  this  dignity  often  gave  the  courits  the' 
pretext,  with  the  connivance  of  the  biihop  and  the  btifghers,  of  inter- 
fering. 

Amadeii^  the  Eighth  was  lord  of  the  county  of  Genevk ;  of  which,, 
in  tlieyeair  141 7,  he  was  cheated  Duke,  by  the  Emperor  Sigifmund*. 
Three  years  afterward,  he  obtained  a- fevourdile  bull  from  Pope  Martin 
the  Fifth  J  which  emboldened  hjm  to  require  the  biihop  te  cede  the 
cxercife  of  the  fecular  rights^.  The  biihop  affembled  the  people* 
They  advifed  him  not  to  refign  his  rights  to  ftrangers,  and  the  propo** 
fition  was  rejefted. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  number  of  thecountif^ 
which  under  the  prefidency  of  the  fyndics  held  the  adrainiftratibn-  of 
public  affairs,  was  fixed  at  five-and-twenty  j  and  a  fuperior  council,  of 
fifty^  was  inflituted  :  which,^  in  certain  cafes,  was  to  be  aflbciated  with 
the  former*  '  This  was  the  origin  of  the  great  councfl  of^two  hundred* 
The  Dukes  of  Savoy  had  long  harboured  intentions  againft  Genevar 
Many  of  the  principal  burghers,  fome  of  whoili  refided  in  Savoy,-  fa- 
vourcd  their  projedsj  and  princes  of  their  race,  nay  fometimes' their 
baftards,  were  appointed  to  the  bifhopric     Charles  the  Third,  wha 
Kved  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  and  whp  favourcfd* 
the  bifhops,  often  vifited  the  city  with  a  magnificent  tiraih,  gained  fonie 
over,  terrified  others,  exercifed  power,  and  threw  thofe  who  oppofed  hini 
into  prifon.  His  arrogance  difgufted  the  good  citizens ;  and  Berthelier  ia 
particular,  who  had  become  a  burgher  of  Freiburg,  becaufe  he  no  longer 
confidered  the  citizenfhip  of  Geneva  as  a  protedion  for  a  ftee  man* 
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By  this  perfan,.an  alliance  was  effeded,  between  Freiburg  and  Gc« 
Beya.  And  now  two  parties  arofe  in  the  city ;  thofe  who  were  of  the 
Ssi£kion  of  tbe.Duke^  who,  in  imita^on  of  the  tumultuous  militia  of  the 
S^yptian  Sultans^  were  called  Mammelucks,  and  thof<;  more  virtuous 
burghers,  who  were  defirous  to  maintain  their  freedom,  who  were 
called  Hugoiiots :  probably,  inftead  of  Eid/g-enoffm  j  which  the  French 
could  not  pronounce*  It  is  well  known  that  this  appellation  was  ^ter« 
ward  beftowed  on  the  proteftants  of  France* 

-  Duke  Charles  exercifed  his  oppreflive  power,  and  obliged  Geneva  to 
renounce  its  alliance  with  Freiburg.  He  obtained  a  refolution,  from 
the  other  cantons,  that  the  alliance  with  Freiburg  fhould  be  annulled; 
but  was  obliged  to  promife  that  the  liberty  of  the. republic  of  Geneva 
fhould  not  be  molefted  This  promife  however  he  broke ;  and  Berthe- 
lier  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  reyenge. 

.  Two  fucceffive'Tufhops  now  exercifed  their  tyranny  over  the  city : 
yet  the  dread  of  the  Swifs  frequently  fet  limits  to  their  opprefHons. 
Several  of  the  citizens,  fled  for  refuge  to  thefe  free  people  ;  and  Berne 
and  Freiborg  renewed  their  alliance  with  Geneva.  This  fecond 
alli^ce  was  concluded  in  the  year  1526 ;  and^  from  this  period,  Geneva 
may  be  truly  efleemed  to  have  become  a  free  flate. 

The-  vidorious  party  of  the  Hugonots,  now,  in  turn,  became  the 
opprefTors  j  and  the  conquered  Mammelucks  were  driven  from  their 
country. 

The  banifhcd  citizens  foon  allied  themfelves  with  the  nobles  of 
Savoy,  and  difturbed  Geneva  j  and  thus  the  feeds  of  new  contention, 
between  the  city  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  took  root.  About  this  time, 
the  Bifhop  quarrelled  with  the  Duke ;  and  fought  for  fecurity  in  the 
municipal  rights  of  a  free  city :  a  city  which  his  lordly  predecelTors  had 
fo  often  treated  with  caprice.  •  1  * 

Another  eruption  was  made  by  the  Mammelucks,  aided  by  Savoy; 
atid  the  oppofition  of  Geneva  occafioned  a  new  war  with  the  Duke: 
wHcb  was  brought  to.  a  conclufion  by  the  interference  of  the  SwIfs, 
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During  this  war,  the  Bifhop  wavered  from  fide  to  fide,  and  thus  in- 
creafed  the  courage  of  the  Hugonots. 

Mean  time,  the  doflrines  of  the  reformers  were  very  prevalent ; 
and  Berne  excited  the  people  of  Geneva  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
Pope,  and  the  Bilhop.  Freiburg  indeed  continued  to  profefs  the  faith 
of  its  forefathers.  In  the  year  1535,  the  council  of  two  hundred, 
which  had  been  fome  years  inftituted,  admitted  and  countenanced  the 
new  dodlrine  ;  on  which  Freiburg  renounced  its  alliance. 

The  following  year,  Calvin  came  to  Geneva.  This  man,  whofe 
thoughts  were  as  ardent  as  they  were  profound,  communicated  order 
both  to  church  and  ftatc  By  his  advice,  in  the  year  1559,  ^^  aca- 
demy was  founded :  a  feminary  which  has  produced  great  men,  in 
every  fcience.  • 

In  the  year  1584,  the  republic  concluded  an  alliance  with  Berne 
and  Ziirich ;  which  ftill  continues,  and  which  more  than  once  has 
been  the  fupport  of  liberty  and  order.  This  is  the  only  alliance  that 
Geneva  has  with  Switzerland.  Geneva  it  is  true,  in  the  year  1570, 
had  made  an  effort  to  be  imited  with  the  whole  thirteen  cantons :  but 
the  partifans  of  this  meafure  were  foiled,  by  the  interference  of  Spain, 
Savoy,  and  the  catholics  of  Switzerland. 

New  plans  had  been  formed  againft  Geneva,  by  Duke  Emaauel 
Philibert ;  and,  in  1588,  his  fon,  Charles  Emanud,  took  advantage  of 
the  troubles  of  France,  and  feized  on  Saluzzo.  The  French  ambafla- 
dor  warned  Berne,  and  Geneva,  againft  the  common  foe.  Geneva, 
during  a  war  of  nine  year^,  maintained  a  well  difciplined  little  army  of 
foreignei^  in  its  pay:  but  it  did  not  obtain,  at  the  peace  which  was 
concluded  in  the  year  r6oo,^  that  extent  of  territory  which  it  had 
hoped :  neither  Would  Charles  confent  to  the  ftipulafion,  fupported  by 
Kenry  the  fijurth  df  France,  that  Geneva  {hould  be  confidered  as  allied 
to  the  confederate  cantons.  With  refpeft  to  fecurity,  however,  its 
gains  wetc  confiderafole ;  for  Fratice  exchanged  the  little  country  of 
Oex  for  Sfliuzzo  *,r  aad  k  ^as  Jikewtfe  relieved  from  the  .neighbourhood 
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of  Savoy  on  its  northern  boundary :  thus,  from  this  period,  the  fafety  of 
Geneva  was  fecured  by  the  jealoufy  of  its  two  neighbours. 

In  the  night  of  the  (horteft  day  of  the  year  1602,  Charles  made  a 
fecret  attack  upon  the  city.  The  Savoyards  had  fuccefsfully  mounted 
a  baftion  ;  but  the  watchful  burghers  beat  back  the  foe,  and  peace  was 
again  concluded  in  the  fummer  of  the  following  year  j  in  which  the 
Duke  was  obliged  to  ftipulate  that  he  would  affemble  no  forces  within 
four  leagues  of  the  city. 

After  this,  Geneva  remained  free  from  external  enemies :  but  it  has. 
frequently  been  the  feat  of  internal  tumults ;  and  feveral  times,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feventeenth  century,  the  government  and  people  havie 
been  mutually  accufed  :  the  one  of  feverity,  the  other  of  riotous  coa>- 
motion. 

In  the  year  1707,  the  malcontents  demanded  an.  ordinance,  which 
fliould  limit  the  power  of  the  principal  families ;  who,,  it  appeared, 
held  the  chief  offices  in  a  kind  of  hereditary  defcent.  They  required 
that  all  laws  and  decrees  ihould  be  collected  and  publiflied ;  and  that 
balloting  (hould  take  place,  to  fecure  the  freedom  of  election.  They 
obtained  the  two  firft  points,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to  revive  an 
old  cuftom  ;  which  was,  that  the  whole  municipality  fliould  aflemble 
every  five  years,  and  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  council  of  the 
republic.  Thefe  affemblies  were  often  tumultuous  ;  and  the  council 
.  feized  the  opportunity,  which  the  vicinity  of  the  Swifs  foldiers  afforded, 
to  demand  three  hundred  men  from  Berne,  and  one  from  Ziirich. : 
which  point  they  carried. 

As  foon  as  thefe  foreign  troops  were  introduced,  the  chiefs  of  the 
malcontents  were  feized,  tried,  and  fome  of  them  put  to  death.  The 
people  were  fubdued  j  and,  in  the  year  171 2,  loft  the  right  of  afTem- 
bling  the  municipality,  and  examining  the  conftitutional  afts  of  the 
council. 

In  the  year  1730,  a  work  appeared,  in  which  the  cxpences  that  had 

been  incurred  by  fortifying  the  city  were  examined  i  aiid  which  occa- 
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fioned  great  difturbances.  About  this  time,  the  abufe  of  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  excited  great  difcontent.  However,  by  calling  a  general 
council,  in  the  year  1734,  which  confifted  of  all  the  burghers  who  had 
attained  the  age  of  five-and-twenty,  to  which  the  queftion  of  taxatioii 
Was  referred,  the  government  appeafed  the  people.  By  this  council, 
the  taxes  were  granted  for  ten  years. 

Two  years  afterward,  the  democratical  party  rofe;  and  the  partifans 
•of  the  government  obtained  permiffion  to  oppofe  them  with  arms, 
taken  from  the^arfenal.  Some  perfons  perifhed  in  this'  fray ;  and  the 
firft  fyndic  was  imprifoned.  The  next  day,  the  democrats  feized  on 
the  gates}  and  feveral  of  the  council  and  the  firft  families  fled  from 
-Geneva:  but  they  returned,  in  the  fequel. 

Deputies  were  fent,  by  Berne  and  Zurich:  but  they  found  little  con- 
fidence, among  a  people  who  confidered  them  as  the  partifans  of  the 
ariftocracy.  Their  prefence  however  had  fome  weight;  for  it  induced 
the  people  to  yield,  in  a  few  points,  to  the  oppofite  fadtion,  that  they 
might  prevent  the  influx  of  thefe  foreigners.  Meanwhile,  the  Envoys 
of  France,  in  common  with  the  two  cantons  allied  to  Geneva,  prefented 
a  plan  which  was  intended  to  accommodate  the  mutual  pretenfions  of 
the  council  and  the  people. 

The  reinftatlng  of  fome  magiftrates,  who,  in  the  year  1 734,  had 
been  dcpofed^  occafioried  g«at  contention.  The  prefented  plan  how- 
ever was  received,  in  the  general  council,  which  was  held  in  1738; 
and  the  lafl  article  that  this  plan  contained  wasthat  itfelf  fhould  have  in 
future  the  power  of  a  law.  By  this  new  regulation,  the. taking  up  of 
arms,  without  the  confent  of  the  government,  was  forbidden,  under 
pain  of  death. 

In  1 754,  Geneva  was  acknowledged  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  as  a  free 
independent  republic ;  and  the  boundaries  of  Geneva  and  Savoy  were 
accurately  determined. 

The  ftate  now  paid  oflT  the  remainder  of  its  debts ;  anjd  it  appeared  to 
lisEve  attained,  that  chief  of  bleilings,  peace  at  home  and  with  all  the 
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world.  The  fire  however,  though  fmothered,  was  not  extinguiilied, 
A  partial  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  that  refult  from  freedom  pccafioned, 
M  ufual,  diflatisfaftion^  in  a  city  in  which  there  was  an  equality  of 
rights,  but  a  great  inequality  of  wealth. 

In  the  year  1 762,  the  democrats  excited  new  commotions ;  which 
were  excited  by  the  decifion  of  the  council,  on  two  of  the  works  of 
Rouffeau :  his  Emilius,  and  his  Social  Contradl.  They  were  both  for- 
bidden, from  religious  and  political  motives.  The  council  knew  that 
Roufieau  had  fled  from  Paris  to  Geneva becaufe  of  thefe  writings:  they 
therefore  fummoned  him  before  them ;  and,  had  he  appeared,  would 
have  paflfed  afentence  that  would  have  endangered  his  liberty. 

Rouflfeau  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Neufchatel,  and  held  a  corre-* 
fpondence  with  his  friends  in  Geneva ;  who  prefented  a  remonftrance, 
that  complained  lefs  of  the  fentence  itfelf  than  of  the  forms  that  had 
been  obferved. 

They  demanded  that  the  affair  fhould  be  examined  by  the  council 
general :  that  is,  by  the  aflimbled  citizens.  The  council,  on  the  con- 
trary,  maintained  that  their  demand  was  unconftitutional ;  becaufe  it 
-hada^ted  in  conformity  to  an  exprefs  and  unambiguous  law. 

It  is  indeed  flipulated,  in  the  conftitution,  that  no  aflfairs  fliall  be  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  confideration  of  a  council  general,  unlefs  they  fliall  firft 
have  been  examined,  and  permiffion  granted,  by  the  two  council  col- 
leges. Thefe  colleges  likewife  poflefs  the  right  of  putting  a  negative 
upon  all  innovations.  Thofe  who  defended  this  right  were  named  The 
'Negatives  * ;  and  thofe  who  maintained  that  the  fubjeft  ought  to  come 
before,  a  council  general  were  called  The  Remonjlrants^.  The  pre- 
tenfions  of  The  Negatives  were  maintained  by  Mr.  Tronchin,  who  is 
ftill  living,  in  a  work  entitled  Lettres  ecrltes  de  la  campagnc  %.  Thia 
was  anfwered  by  RoulTeau  in  his  Lettres  ecrites  de  ia  montagne^i  by 
which  the  party  of  the  Remonftrants  was  flill  more  enflamed. 

*  *  Lcs  negatifa.  f  ^®  rcprefentanfc 

'  %  Letters  wiitte&  from  the  country.  §  letters  wriiun  from  ike. movntains. 
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This  fpirit  animated  the  citizens,  in  the  year  1765  j  when  they  re- 
jeded  all  the  counfellors^  who  were  named  as  candidates  for  the  ele(SlioQ 
of  new  fyndics*  Accordingly,  the  eledion  did  not  take  place }  and  the 
former  remained  in  office.  In  this  the  council  general  might  be  faid  to 
have  excrcifed  a  right,  which  the  conftitution  gave  them.  It  appears 
irregular  that  the  former  fyndics  Ihould  remain  in  oflBce  another  year : 
but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  citizens  themfelves  neceflarily  pro- 
duced this  irregularity,  when  they  refufed  to  eled,  as  the  law  ordained, 
any  of  the  perfons  of  the  little  council,  who  were  propofed  as  chief 
magiftrates.  Though,  it  is  true,  the  law,  while  it  ordered  them  to 
cleft,  gave  them  the  power  of  a  negative  over  each  individual. 

The  Magiftrates  now  faw  themfelves  obliged  to  demand  aid  of  their 
three  allies;  France,  Berne,  and  Ziirich ;  in  defence  of  a  conftitution 
which  they  had  combined  to  form.  Thefe  powers  fent  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries ;  and  four-and-twenty  commiftioners  were  chofen  from  among 
the  citizens.  While  the  contefted  rights  were  under  examination,  the 
council  obtained,  from  the  three  interfering  powers,  a  declaration  in 
favour  of  their  proceedings.  This  provoked  the  citizens,  wh(5^,  in  a 
general  council,  rejected  the  decifion  of  the  mediators;  and,  accord- 
ingly, their  plenipotentiaries  were  called  home. 

The  haughty  court  of  France  fent  troops  on  the  confines  of  CJeneva, 
and  prohibited  all  trade  between  that  kingdom  and  the  party  of  the- 
Remonftrants.  Neither  were  the  citizens  permitted  to  travel  through 
the  cantons,  till  they  Ihould  firft  have  obtained  a  pafs.  Ambaftadors 
from  the  interfering  ftates  again  were  fent  to  Soleure ;  and  they  there 
publiflied  a  proclamation,  for  the  reftoration  of  order,  under  tjie  title  of 
ift  Prononce.  To  this  the  citizens  paid  little  attention.  They  held  the 
-menaces  of  the  fbreigh  plenipotentiaries  in  contempt,  defied  their  mar- 
^iftrates,  and  obliged  the  govemmait  fo  to  compromife  thefe  difputes 
as  to  give  the  power  into  the  hands  of  the  popular  party.  This  comi- 
promifc  was  efieded  on  the  nth  of  March  1768* 

Several 


Digitized  by 


Google 


if4  tRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG* 

Several  members  of  the  great  council  withdrew  from  their  office ) 
atnd  many  burghers  abfent^d  themfelves  from  the  council  general,  con* 
fidering  thofe  chattige^  which  had  been  effected  in  this  tumirituous 
manner  as  difgraceftil^  and  defpairing  at  prefent  of  the  public  weal^ 
while  the  adminiftration  of  its  affairs  was  committed  to  the  loweft  O'-ders 
of  the  people. 

New  ckims,  made  by  inhabitants  who  had  never  been  burghers^ 
gave  rife  to  new  difturbanc^* 

Manufaftures  and  commerce  had  drawn  matiy  foreigners  to  Geneva* 
Thefe  people  were  called  Inhabitants:  and  their  children  were  allowed 
to  be  called  Natives.  They  and  their  defcendants  enjoyed  the  protec- 
tion, but  did  not  participate  all  the  privileges,  of  citizenlhip.  While 
the  burghers  were  divided,  both  parties  had  flattered  the  Natives^  to 
prevent  their  oppofition  :  but  the  latter,  perceiving  that  their  interefts 
were  now  negleded,  began  to  complain }  and,  although  they  obtained 
many  immunities,  and  it  was  agreed  that  five-and-twenty  ihould  that 
year  be  admitted  as  burgliers,  and  five  every  fucceeding  year,  yet  they 
were  dill  diflati^fied,  required  more,  and  fome  of  them  proceeded  to 
open  oppofition. 

The  fudden  rumour  of  an  infurredion,  which  had  not  been  in  the 
leaft  fufpeffced,  again,  on  the  15th  of  February  1770,  occafioned  the 
citizens  to  take  arms.  Some  of  the  Natives  were  killed :  eight  were 
baniflied,  and  many  voluntarily  left  the  city.  Yet  the  fame  edidl  of 
the  council  general,  by  which,  without  fufficient  rcafon,  eight  of  the 
Natives  were  banifhed,  granted  new  rights  to  thofe  who  remained. 

Some  years  afterward,  the  publication  of  a  new  code  of  laws  once 
^nore  produced  diflatisfa&ion ;  which  broke  out  into  open  war,  betweea 
the  parties  of  the  Remonftrants  and  the  Negatives.  The  latter  wi(hed 
the  code  to  be  fubjefled  to  the  council  of  two  hundred,  that  it  might 
he  rejeded.  Their  opponents  infifted  that  it  fhould  be  received.  The 
Rtmonjlrants  twice  flew  to  arms;  and,  on  the  laft  occafion^  in  the 
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Ipring  of  1782,  feveral  of  the  members  of  both  councils,  who  were 
flifpeded  by  them,  were  iraprifoned  j  and,  aided  by  the  Natives^  they 
feized  on  the  gates  and  the  ramparts. 

While  in  this  ftate  of  commotion,  France,  Sardinia,  and  Berne,  lent 
their  troops  into  the  city  ;  and  a  new  conciliatory  plan  was  devifed, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  little  council,  the  great  council,  and  the 
council  general,  on  the  4th  of  November  1 782,  and  which  pror 
mifed  permanency,  by  the  guarantee  of  the  interfering  powers..  All 
thofe,  however,  who,  in  the  laft  infurredtion,  had  taken  arms,  were 
excluded  the  council  general;  which,  on  this  occafion,.  only  confifted 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  people  were  divided,  concerning 
the  ele<^ion  of  members  j  and  it  was  determined  that  a  regiment  ihould 
be  maintained  in  the  barracks,  to  hold  the  malcontents  in  awe.. 

It  might  have  been  forefeen.that  the  government  that  committed  this 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  people,,  which  was  effefted  likewife 
in  a  partial  affembly,  muft  foon  decline  in  its  authority.  This  certainly 
would  have  been  quite- a  fufficient  pretext  j.  and  yet,,  feven  years  af- 
terward, in  L7&9,.  the  people  employed  one  which  was  entirely 
groundlefs.  •     • 

Corn  had  rifen  to  a  high  price,  at  which  it  had  been  bought  in  by 
government  :  but  it  was  fold  to  the  burghers  much  cheaper  than  at: 
the  original  c.oft,  or  than  it  could  be  purchafed  either  in  France  or  the 
Pays  de  Vaud.:  They  retailed  it  out  to  the  lofs  of  forty-thoufand  dol- 
lars :  but  their  own  plan,  defeated  itfelf,  by  lowering  the  price  of 
bread  j  for  the  neighbouring  people  came,  in  multitudes,  to  purchafe 
bread  at  Geneva ;  till  the  bread  likewife-  rofe,.  The.  corn  college,  or 
committee,  remonftrated  to  the  govexnment ;  and  it  thereupon  found 
itfelf  induced  to  fell  grain  at  the  fame  price  for  which  it  had  been  pur- 
chafed. The  great  quantity  of  bread  that  had  been  fold  had  made  this 
regulation  neceflary. 

But  the  burghers,  having  been  taught  fufpicion,  fliut  their  eyes  to 
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the  truth  ;  and  a  commotion  enlued* '  The  government  called  in  the 
regioient  from  its  barracks:  but  the  burghers  found  the  means  of  avoid- 
ing the  foldiers,  and  of  dill  continuing  their  tumults ;  and  the  regiment^ 
after  it  had  been  fix-and-twenty  hours  under  arms  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  abandoned  its  pofts.  The  burghers  having  now  become 
mafters,  a  new  convention  was  made ;  by  which  the  people  regained 
the  right  of  eledlion,  and  obtained  the  eftablifliment  of  a  city  militia. 

The  true  conftitution  was  thus  once  more  reftored ;  and  th^  burgh- 
ers would  have  remained  tranquil,  had  not  their  imaginations  been 
dlfturbed  by  the  French  revolution.  Some  were  weak  enough  ardently 
to  defire  that  Geneva  might  become  incorporated  with  France ;  and 
thus  refign  certain  freedom,  in  return  for  uncertain  hope,  attended 
with  all  the  dangers  of  a  fanguinary  revolution,  and  a  ftill  more  perni- 
cious corruption  of  manners.  Others  were  anxious  to  maintain  the 
independance  of  the  republic  ;  but  were  very  ardent  to  gain  all  the 
equality  of  rights,  which  had  been  promifed  to  the  citizens  of  France. 
By  thefe,  the  Natives^  the  Inhabitants^  and  the  pcafantry  of  Geneva, 
were  excited  to  arms  ;  and  they  were  joined  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  of  Gex,  which  belongs  to  France.  The  infurgents  had  almoft 
gained  pofleffion  of  the  city :  but,  by  good  condudl  and  fortitude,  they 
were  prevented.  An  accommodation  once  more  took  place :  the  coii- 
ftitution  of  1789  was  confirmed,  and  the  government  granted  many 
Natives^  Inhabitants^  and  fome  of  the  peafantry,  the  rights  of  burghers. 

This  fmall  republic,  from  its  fituation  and  conftitution,  may  be  very 
happy.  Its  conftitution  is  that  which,  among  the  antients,  was  called 
ariftocratic  ;  but  which  modern  times  have  named  democracy.  This 
change  of  names  has  produced  many  falfe  ideas.  By  democracy,  the 
atitients  denoted  that  kind  of  conftitution  in  which  both  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  power  were  in  the  people ;  and  which  was  ranked 
by  them  as  equal  to  a  tyranny,  or  defpotifm.  In  fa^l:,  the  reftlefs  de- 
magogues, by  Whom  the  people  are  led,  are  the  moft  dangerous  of 
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tyrants :  and  defpotifm  itfelf  is  not  fo  dreadful,  in  ihe  hands  of  one, 
as  in  the  hands  of  the  many  ;  when  both  political  and  phyfical  power 
are  in  their  poflefEon. 

What  we  underftand'  by  ariftocracy  was  called  oligarchy,  \>f  thf> 
antients  j  tb^  government  of  the  few.  Their  ariftocracy,  the  govtrn^ 
ment  of  the  beft^  was  that  kind  of  conftitution  in  which  all  the  citizens 
have  equal  rights ;  the  power  of  making  laws  being  in  the  peo|>le,  and, 
the  power  of  executing  them  entrufted  to  men  of  their  own  chooHng. 
.  In  Ocncva,  the  <:ouncil  general,  which  is  likewife  called  the  fove- 
jeign  council,  confifts  of  the  members  of  the  little  and  great  councils, 
and  of  all  the  citizens  and  burghers,  who  have  attained  the  age  of  five- 
add-^twerity.  Citizens  are  thofe  perfons  whofe  fathers  were  burghers, 
^nd  who  have  been  born  in  Geneva*  The  burghers  have  equal  rights, 
but  they  are  feldom  elected  to  pubFic  dignities. 

This  council  general  makes  laws,  decrees  taxes,  and  determines  on 
affairs  of  war,  of  peace,  and  alliance  ;  confirms  the  alienation  or  the 
adnfolidating  of  the  ftate  domains,  regulates  works  of  fortification,  ap» 
points  or  changes  courts  of  juftice,  creates  new  dignities,  and  adjufta 
the  admiflioaof  foreign  foldiers;  except  in  cafes  when  tlie  powers 
Jiat  guaranty  the  conftitution  think  proper  to  fend  their  forces.  By 
eledion,  the  council  general  appoints  all  the  officers  of  the  republic 

The  chief  executive  power  is  entrufted  to  the  little  council,  of  five- 
arid-twenty.  They  firft  deliberate  on  all  affairs ;  political,  oecononrf- 
cal,  civil,  and  criminal.  Their  fentence  is  without  appeal,  in  all  cafes 
where  the  fiim  in  difpute  does  not  exceed  two  thoufand  florins  of  Ge- 
neva :  or  one  thoufand  livres  of  France. 

As  fooTi  as  one  of  the  five-and-twenty  is  dead,  his  place  is  fi^ppTied, 
by  eledion,  from  the  council  of  two-hundred. 

This  great  council,  called  The  Two-lrandred,  confifts  of  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  memhers.  As  foon  as  fixteen  places  are  vacant,  they 
proceed  to  eleAion.  The  candidates  give  in  their  names ;  and  candi- 
dates are  likewUe  named  by  the  little  council  and  by  ten  members  d^ 
.    Vol.  L  -A  a  the 
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the  gwat  council,,  who  acquire  this  right  by  lot ;  after  which  thieB«me» 
are  il  prefented  to  the  couacil  general^  by  which  the  new  members  are 
eleded*. 

All  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  burghers,  have  the  right  of  being 
eleded  to  this  office  j  and,  by  that  means,  to  higher  dignities  ;  all  ap^ 
pointments  being  made  from  the  council  of  two-hundred ;  but,  3S  the 
members  of  the  coimcil  of  two-hundred  have  no  iaiaries,  the  poor  and 
the  labouring  citizens  fddom  pretend  to  the  office.  The  lower  ordenv 
of  the  people  therefore  are  not  prevented  from  taking  part  in  the  pub^^ 
He  adminiftration  of  affairs,  by  any  odious  exclufive  privileges,  bttt  b^ 
their  own  choice. 

K  X  burgher  be  unmarried,  he  nrnft  be  thirty  years  of  age  before  he 
is  eligible  :  lawyers  excepted  ;  who,  like  married  men,  may  be  eleded 
at  the  age  of  feven-and-twenty*  The  council  of  two-hundred  has  the 
iuperintendanee  of  all  public  offices,  and  departments ;  as  likewife  of 
all  public  undertakings,  the  expence  of  wluch  exceeds  twenty-one 
thoufand  florins  of  Geneva*  It  regulates  the  laiaries  of  perfone  itk 
office,  when  they  exceed  twelve  hundred  florins ;  creates  new  employ- 
ments, and  appoints  the  falaries  that  beToti^  to  them  ;  grants  leafes^  in^ 
fycGts  the  public  revenues^,  new  building,  coinage^  trade,  arts,  weights 
and  meafures,  the  academy,  fchools  and  public  worfliip.^ 

The  couneil  of  ftxty  affembles  but  feldonu  It  confifts  of  a  deputa-^ 
tion  of  the  council  of  two- hundred  j  that  is^  of  a  part  of  the  little 
council^  of  the  magiftrates  eleded  by  the  council  general,  and  of  one** 
and-twenty  menobers^  of  the  great  council*     It  fuperintends  all  affairs 

*  The  following  account,  taken  firom  the  DiSionnaire  Htftorique^  Politique^  et  GS^grO'^ 
phlquff  de  la  Suip,  printed  at  Geneva,  is>  more  ckcumftantial— The  candidates  who  a£» 
pir<  t(vthereplaces>  either  deliver  in  their  names,  orcaufethem  to  be  delivered  in,  to^ 
die  chancery.  The  t^o  councils  likewife  propofe  candidates.  After  the  eligibility  of 
ibofewho  have  been  nominated  has  been  evamined^  the  little  couneil  names  (ixteen^ 
vho  are  presented  to  the  council  of  two-hundred  ;  and  eight  of  them  are  ele£ked.  The 
council  of  two-huadred  aUb  prefents  Cxteen  to  the  little  council ;  out  of  which  it  cltStm 
ActemsMDtngei^t.    T. 
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witE  foreign  pcnmn;  and  can  iikewife  advife  the  little  ebmKril;  00  any^ 
important  afeirs  whidi  relate  to  internal  government. 

The  oouncSiof  war  confifts  of  a  fyndic,  the  ftafi*  ofiiccacs  d[  the  regi- 
wtenta,  a  (fuattermafter^  fix  members  of  the  council  of  twivhundred^ 
and  a  fecretary ;  who  is  likewife  chofen  from  this  latter  eouncil  Tor 
the  ccmacit  of  war  all  military  af&i^s  dre  committed  :  and  it  is  wnu« 
aUy  tibiigcd  to  make  oath  that  it  will  b^  faithful  tot  the  republic^  m& 
obedient  to  the  great  council 

The  chief  officers  are  the  four  fyndlcs,  the  lieutenv^tt  of  jufti<«»  th«r 

treafurer,  \hjt  frocureur-gentraly  the  Kecjretariesof  juftiee^  and  the  govern- 

nors  who  preiide  over  the  fubcrdinate  territorial  courts*     The  fyndica 

and  the  lieutenant  of  juftice  are  members   of  the  Bttle  council ;  the* 

treafurei^  Htvt  procnreur-gemraiy  the  iecKtaiiea  of  juftice^  and  the  go>* 

"MenorS)  ore^members.  of  xbst  great,     ki  th^  great  cpuBcil,  the  Uttle  ia 

indudedr:  as  in  the  canton&  of  Zurich,  Becne^  and  Lucerne. 

.   The  ONilk  code  is  laconic,  unambiguous,  zsA  ituqpile ;  and;  wheea 

this  cx>dtt  i$  infafficientY  the  &Dm.an  code  is  <tmfulted.   This  Htde  ftat% 

"wluch  probably  contains  more  knowledge  and  weahh  than  compara<it 

i6»^\f  any  ether  in.  Enropev  is  lefa  tmdied  with  lawfnits  than  any 

^other.  At  prefisnt^  they  only  emunemte  &ve  advocates,  who  neall^f  prao« 

ikk  \  and  feren  attorneys^  Whoever  wouUL  bairea  per&d  idea  xxf  the 

juiliaei  adminifteoed  in  this  dty mail  read  the  eisceUentworketktided 

£iat  €ivil  dc  Genive^  par  Fr^aufoif  JtmAri-  MavUky  citoyefi  de  Denividi 

Manners  bere  are  likewife  compaca^^ncly  puce.  The  ycMiing  men  ase 
<W€U  iafiiirmedz  theeducatitm  of  the  women  iamo  lei$  carefiidiy  attended 
fe ;  and  they  are  as  celebrated  for  their  reei  urerit  as  for  t^ir  eharm^ 
ing  tnaaoers.  At  Gesaien^  it  is  alimflr  hfiCKmur  pnc^nerbial  ta  J^^ 
^^  Happy  the  cbildMa  vrh^  have  a  woman  to  kxftruft  them  l"^ 

There  is  aft  excellent  law  of  the  republic^  which  deferves  notice^ 
If  a  ion'  do  not  pay^  hi^^  ftcher*^  debt^  whkh  the  taw  caimbt  ^bfige 
liim  to  do,  he  is  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  every  publit  office^ 

The  iame  prohibition  extends  to  all  who  have  not  paid  thdr  owa 

A  a  a  sdebts^ 
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debta,  when  demanded.  The  corn  chamber  is  a  ufeful  inftitution^ 
Its  duty  is  to  take  care  that  a  certain  prefcribed  quantity  of  com  (hall 
always  be  in  the  granary.  The  ftaitehas  the  cxclufive  right  of  felling 
corn  to  the  bakers.  It  fomctime$  gains  :  but  it  i$  much  oftener  a  con* 
fiderable  lofer. 

This  regulation  is  neceffary,  in  a  city  whofe  fmall  territory  is  infuffi* 
cient  for  its  own  confumption.  Supplies  of  grain  from  Savoy  are  pro* 
hibitcd,  by  a  Handing  order  of  the  King  of  Sardinia*  It  is  true  that, 
in  plentiful  years,  this  prohibition  is  infringed :  but,  in  times  of  dearth, 
it  is  but  the  more  ftridly  enforced,  and  adhered  to,  by  Savoy.  At 
thefc  times,  likewife,  fimilar  prohibitions  are  announced  by  their  other 
acighbours  :  Fratice,  and  the  Pays  dc  Vaud. 

•  Thofe  who  imagine  that  this  privilege  ever  degenerates  into  a  mo» 
nopoly,  in  Geneva,  are  very  little  acquainted  with  the  people,  and  the 
government.  The  number  of  the  people,^  according  to  the  accounts 
delivered' in.  laft  year,  was  twcnty^fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty, 
vrithin  the  walls ;  and  nine  thoufand  without ;  amounting  in  all  to 
thirty-five  thoufand  fouls* 

The  whole  territory  of  the  republic  confifts  of"  three  fquare  leagues 
and  feven  hundred  ells :  allowing  twenty  leagues  to  a  degree*. 

To  thofe  who  eftimate  the  importance  of  a  ftate  by  the  extent  of 
territory,  Geneva  will  be  deemed  infignificant :  but  net  to  the  phiIo« 
fopher.  The  proportion  of  men  and  ftates,  to  him,  is  frequently  in 
an  inverfe  ratio :  the  more  nearly  a  ftate  approaches  to  the  condi* 
tion  of  a  family,  the  more  powerfully  is  its  charader  unfolded  ;  and 
the  more  pure  is  the  play  of  the  fprings  by  which  it  is  moved* 
Roibe  loft  itfelf  in  its  own  magnitude.  Athens  and  Sparta  gave  laws: 
to  THE  GREAT  KING  ;  before  they  extended  their  own  territories. 

*  There  IS  feme  enror  of  the  prefs  here,  as  I  fuppofe:  I  therefore  eke  the  origlaaL 
Der  umfang  Ar  ganzen  republtk  betragt'drei  licues  undJUben  bundertel  im  quadrat;  die  licui 
%»  zwanzig  auf  anen  grad  lerecbneu    Perhapi  the  word  drei  (hould  be  dreizehcn.    T. 
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JLETTER    XXV. 

*"  ... 

Genevai  loth  OAober  179^, 

1  CANNOT  forbear  to  tell  you  of  a  large  alley  of  wild  chef- 
nuts,  planted  on  the  terrace  of  the  garden  of  St.  John,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  league  from  the  city.  The  Rhone  here  ruflies  beneath  our  feet ;  and, 
ojppofite  the  Rhone  on  the  left,  the  Arve.  They  join  their  dreams  on 
the  right,  foon  after  the  Arve  has  received  the  tributary  waters  of 
a  beautiful  rivulet.  The  waves  of  the  Arve,  which  rifes  out  of  the  gla- 
ciers of  Savoy,  are  troubled  and  of  a  grey  colour ;  lik^  other  mountain 
rivers,  before  they  are  purified  by  paifing  through  a  lake.  The  Rhone^  > 
on  the  contrary,  having  traverfed  the  lake  of  Geneva,  is  as  clear  as  the 
waters  of  the  Rhine  at  Schaflf  baufen.  The  courfe  of  the  two  rivers, 
is  delightful. 

'  Limited  by  thefe  flreams,  the  garden  is  a  triangle,  the  bafe  of  which' 
is  the  city.  A  pleafant  foreft  cafts  its  (hades  from  an  oppofite  hill. 
The  mountains  of  Savoy  and  the  rocky  Saleve  are  feen  at  a  diftance. 
A  foot  path  leads  up  to  a  fteep  height,  befide  the  Rhone ;  which, 
where  it  is  lead  fteep,  is  planted  with  vineyards  j  and,  where  the  vine 
will  not  take  root,  the  ivy  climbs,  luxuriant  and  daring ;  the  moft 
ornamental  of  the  vegetable  tribe. 

I  went  down  to  examine  the  place  at  which  the  rivers  join.  The 
Arve  ftill  partakes  of  its  fnow-cold  origin  j  and  the  Rhone,  in  compa- 
rifon,  is  lukewarm.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  diftingui(b,  the  difference 
between  the  rivers  is  perceptible.  The  Nymph  of  the  mountains  ar- 
dently ruQies  upon  the  river  God,  who  difcourteoufly  reftfts  her  em- 
brace. He  has  but  juft  left  the  lucid  arms  of  the  gentle  Naiades  of  the- 
lake,  and  recedes  from  the  lefs  pure  and  too  impetuous  Arve« 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

OeiMta,  i^tl  OAoljcr  X7gtt* 

XNf  the  company  of' La  Rive,  liU  wife,  and  friends,  who,  by' 
tiicir  fbciety,  have  made  the  interefting  city  of  Geneva  more  deKght- 
ful,  we  have  taken  a  (hort  journey  intb  the  country.  The  pamtings  of 
Xa  Riv6  will  fodn  render  him  more  celebrated,  among  our  country- 
ihert,  than  he  is  at  prefcnt.  His  early  pailidn  for  paintfng,  which  he 
^as  not  fuffercd  to  indulge,  did  but  difcover  his  natural  geniiis  the 
^xtlo^e,  the  more  it  was  oppofed.  In  this  country,  nature  fpeaks  with  a 
thdufand  tongues ;  and  he,  whbfe  genius  formed  him  to  be  a  landfcape 
painter,,  has  an  ear  to  hear  her  voice.  The  firft  attempts  of  La  Rive 
gave  teftimony  oif  his  abilities,  and  juftified  his  paflSon.  Nature  and 
art  combined  to  form  him^  v^hile,  in  Italy,  he  chofe  and  managed  his 
iubjeas  with  the  fineft  difcriniinatioh.  At  ohd  time,  his  ungovernable 
tfempefts  would  terrify  the  fpfeftatot ;  at  another  he  leads  him  among 
the  cool  groves  in  whifch  the  Zephyrs  appear  to  figh,  and  thfe  fivriets 
are  heard. to  murmur.  His  ho'rfts  and  cattle  are  anhnat'edbf  the  moft 
deceptive  expreffion  of  reality  ;  and  remind  me  of  the  epigrams,  by 
.which  the 'Grecian  poets  rendered  Ae  braien  cow,  the  mafter-piece  of 
Myron,  immortal. 

With  thefe  friends,  w6  ycftcrday  went  to  Seiigfti,  wliich  is  three 
ileagues'from  Geneva,  to  fee  the  father  of  La  Rive.  This  is  a  village,' 
ilanding  in  the  territories  of  Geneva  j  but  furroundcd  by  the  Pays  de 
'^aud.  it  confifts  partly  of  country  houfes,  and  partly  of  farms  i  the 
^owners  of  which  are  wealthy.  The  lake,  vineyards,  gardens,  grcwres, 
and  hills,  planted  with  the  vine,  may  be  feen  from  this  place.  3  cafl 
ihofe  rows  of  the  vine,  which.arejplanted4)etw«eathe.corn,  vineyards. 
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The  diiftering  grapes 'hang  in  bundiest  from  pole  to  ^le^  titLthey 
tteet  >in  iuxttriant  .plenty. 

Faffing  through  the  grovea  of  .'Mr.  14aviUq^  ?we  came  toa.pleafant 
walk  betide  a  brook,  which  fometimes  winds  among  the  rocks,  and 
at  others  through  the  meadows.  Conduced  by  nature,  it  rolls  over 
ftones,  here  forming  a  cafcade ;  thereat  pkafant  ifland ;  and  at  a  third 
place  it  mingles  its  waters  with  another  rivulet.  Before  the  houfe,  there 
is  a  row  of  tall  flender  plane  trees.  Over  the  lake,  the  bold  rocks  of 
Savoy  are  feen ;  and,  oppofite  to  them,  the  neighbouring  Jura. 

We  fpent  yefterday  evening  and  the  greateft  part  of  to-day  at  the 
caftle  of  Prangin,  which  lies  beyond  Nyon,  with  a  lady  who  is  the. 
friend  ofLa  Rive.  In  hofpitable  Switzerland,  it  is  a  proverb  that  "  our 
friend's  friend  is  our  friend  :"  and  we  found  the  proverb  to  T)e  true. 
The  hilarity  of  the  vintage  added  new  charms  to  this  delightful  place. 
It  is  a  great  pleafure  to  me  to  be  prefent  at  a!harveft  home ;  but  greater 
Hill  at  a  vintage.  From  this  we  receive  not  only  profit  but  pleafure^ 
as  an  acceflary.  The  old  become  young,  and  infancy  itOf  is  aAivew « 
Little  children  of  five  and  fiy  years  of  age  trot  bcfide  t!heir  mother, 
who  gathers  the  grapes,  and  help  to  bring  the  full  bafkets  back  to  their 
father,  at  the  wine  prefs.  How  delighted  muft  he  be  to  fee  his  lovely 
boy  bring  the  teeming  fruit,  whofe  delicious  juice  is  intended  to  invi- 
gorate his  declining  years ! 

Thzt  the  great  Creator  defigned  to  provide  tw  with  food  is  taken  for 
granted :  but  his  paternal  goodncfs  would  -not  ftep  liere.  He  willed 
that  we  fhould  eat  in  joy.  ^Before  the  fun  luts  warmed  tlie  earth,  its 
morning  rays  announce  his  kindnefs ;  -and  k%  evening  beams,  in  his 
«lame,'lead  us  to  feek  repofe.  The  flower  df  the  vegetable  affords  me 
greater  ^dight  even  than  its  tafte:  the*  cUlftering  grape  moretban  the 
waving  wheat.     •*,Wirie  mateth'^lad  the  heart  of  man.** 

You  know  that,  in  moft  of  the  vine  countries  of  Germany,  paffetH 
•gcrs  are  allowed,  not  only  to  pluck  and -eat  totheir'beart*s  eontent,^but 
to  fill  ^heir  pockets.  luttbe  'Rays  de  Vaud,  this  is  not  permitted.  When 
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the  gtapcs  begin  to  ripen,  the  vineyards  are  watched :  he,  liowevcr, 
who  guards  the  vineyard,  is  obliged  to  give  thofe  who  wifh  to. eat  of 
the  fruit  a  hunch,  of  grapes  in  each  hand. 


Wi 


XETTER    XXVII. 

Geneta,  14th  O^ober  1791. 

E  have  now  twice  vifited  Mr.  Necker,  at  Copet.    People 
'had  complained  to  roe  of  the  cold  reception  they  had  met  with  from 
him,  and  the  diftance  of  his  manne*.     I  fuffered  them  to  talk,  but  I 
Jcnew  what  to  think.  An  apparent  coldnefs  of  manner,  in  a  man  whofc 
heart  glowed  with  fenfations  like  his,  and  whofe  mi  Ad  was  fo  enlighten- 
ed, could  not  deceive  me  for  a  moment.     I  approached  him  with  that 
full  confidence  which  none  but  great  men  can  infpirc.     His  firft  afpeft 
iilled  me  with  a  mUd  yet  penetrating  emotion ;  the  vifible  flufliing  of 
which  did  fiot  efcape  his  notice.     I  found  myfelf  at  my  eafe,  in  the 
company  of  this  dignified  man;  and  was  convinced  that  the  oftener  I 
few  him  the  more  perfeft  would  be  the  freedom  I  fhould  feel. 
.     Hefaid  littiej  bnt  the  little  he  did  fay  was  worthy  of  himfelf.     A 
.few  excellent  remarksj  concerning  his  enemies,  efcaped  him :  but  they 
.were  delivered  in  a- mikl;. moderate,  and  noble  manner;  though  with- 
out any.  fliade  of  affbaed  forbearance.     A  gentle  glow,  though  fcarcely 
;vifible,  more  than  once  overfpread  his  countenance.     It  was  a  beam, 
irom  the  warm  and  intelligent  heart  of  a  great  man;  a  fpark  of  that 
fire  which  gives  immortality  to  his'fame,  hi»  writings,  and  the  violence 
^f  his  enemies. 

I  have  here  come  in  company  and  become  acquainted  with  Mou- 
4Mer.     k  was.  interefting  to  m^  tp  meet  9  raaii,. whg,  with  eamagitom 
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zeal,  prefled  the  inftituting  of  afecond  boufe  in  the  National  Affembly; 
and  who  deyeloped,  to  the  prefeot  tijnes  and  to  poftcrity,  the  crimes,  of 
the  5th  and  6th  of  Oaober  1790 ;  which,  to  the  fhame  of  France,  Ml 
remain  unpun*ifhed. 


LETTER     XXVIIL 

Genera,  i6th  Q£iober  1791. 

X  HAVE  again  vifited  the  library,  with  pleafure,  which  I  had 
feen  on  my  former  travels :  not  fo  much  becaufe  of  the  books,  for  who 
can  learn  any  thing  from  fuch  numerous  volumes  at  a  fingle  vifit  ?  biit 
to  view  the  pictures  of  the  great  and  celebrated  men,  by  which  it  is 
ornamented.  Among  them  are  the  reformers ;  Wickliff^  Hui&,  Luther, 
Calvin,  Zuingle;  many  heroes  ;  fuch  as  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France 
when  a  child.  Admiral  Coligny,  the  valiant  Duke  of  Rohan,  who  is 
buried  in  the  principal  church,  Guftavus  Adolphus  and  Charles  the 
Twelfth  of  Sweden ;  the  poets  and  philofophers ;  Marot,  Rabelais,  La 
Fontaine,  and  Hugo  Grotius ;  with  many  others,  whom  I  do  not  re- 
coiled, and  two  of  our  noble  contemporaries,  Necker,  and  Bonnet,  who, 
both  of  them  burghers  of  Geneva,  do  honour  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Tronchin,  the  poffeflbr  of  a  countiy  houfe  near  the  city,  which 
is  called  Les  D^lices^  a  friendly  and  lively  old  gentleman  of  feventy- 
eight,  has  a  very  beautiful  coUedion  of  pidures. 

When  I  was  firft  at  Geneva,  fixteen  years  ago,  the  fpirit  of  repub- 
Ucanifm  would  not  endure  any  theatre  in  the  city.     In  the  year  1782,- 
the  conftitution  being  very  ariftocratic,  France  had  fufficient  influence  to 
introduce  a.  company  of  players*     Since  that  time^  cards  have  Ukewifer 
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become  common.  Both  are  continued,  though  the  old  conftitutioh  is 
reftored :  but  both  draw  the  attention  of  the  citizens  from  the  diicuf^ 
fion  cf  the  principles  of  freedom. 

Some  few  days  fiDce,  La  Rive  (you  muft  not  confound  this  La  Rive 
with  my  friend  the  painter ;  but  La  Rive  the  famous  player  of  Paris) 
with  an  adrefs,  named  MademoifcUe  Fleury,  came  here ;  and  he  yef- 
tcrday  played  the  charafter  of  Tancred.  He  was  certainly  born  with 
great  talents.  His  attitude,  his  appearance,  and  the  expreflion  of  his 
eye,  are  mafterly.  His  voice  is  line,  and  entirely  at  his  command;  Ac- 
cording to  the  French  manner  and  art  of  afting,  he  is  indifputably  a 
great  performer :  but  you  know  how  difpleafmg  to  me  the  French 
manner  of  acting  is ;  and,  according  to  my  conception,  how  difierent. 
from  nature. 

Unhappy  people!  How  are  they  continually  turned  afide,,  from  the- 
truth,  by  the  cold  rules  and  inftitotes  of  their  philofophers,.  poets,  and^ 
players!  Among  whom,  the  tender  feeling  foul  of  Racine  himfelf  is* 
often  untuned,  who,  thinking  themfelves  pofTefTed  by  the  fpirit 
of  freedom,  prattle  of  moral  and  political  regeneration ;.  and  whofe 
lawgiTers,  leaving  Fenelon  and  Montefquieu  in  negled,  ere£t.  ftatuest 
ta  the  memory  of  Voltaire  I 


LETTER    XXIX.. 

Genenri  iph  Odober  1791; 

W  E  have  been:  to  Genthod  this  afternoon,,  to  vifit  Bonnet. 
I  hoped  I  fhould  often  have  feen  this  noble  fage,  whofe  writings  I  have 
for  years  fo  highly  admired ;  but,  during  my  whob  ftay  at  Geneva, 
he  has  been  fo  ill  that,  till  now,  he  has  not  been  able  to  receive  viiitors. 

He 
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He  has  lived  for  feveral  years  at  his  houfe  in  the  country  ;  and  does 
not  remove  to  town  in  the  winter.  Genthod  lies  on  a  delightful 
height,  not  far  from  the  lake,  about  a  league  from  Geneva.  In  thefe 
charming  regions,  he  watches  and  frequently  deteds  Nature  in  her 
mod  fecret  operations :  for  ftie  willingly  difcovers  herfelf,  to  men  whofe 
hearts  and  minds  are  as  pure  as  thofe  of  Bonnet.  Making  experience 
his  guide^  he  fteps  more  fecurely  than  many  of  the  famous  philofophers 
of  our  age;  dedicating  his  hours  and  underftanding  to  truth;  and  re- 
vering religion,  with  purity,  intelligence,  and  ardour. 

His  language  and  his  eyes  beamed  with  intelled.  His  works,  which 
inftrud  the  fage  and  entertain  the  unlearned,  frequently  trace  the  mi- 
nuted objedts  up  to  their  great  firft  caufe;  and  he  is  equally  happy  in 
the  depth  of  his  obfervations  and  his  fublime  views  of  the  grandeur  and 
immenfity  of  Nature. 

When  the  immortal  author  of  the  Mefliah  raifed  the  enlightened 
fpirit  of  Rahel  from  the  grave,  before  the  refurrediion,  while  the  duft 
of  the  body  began  to  be  in  motion,  unconfcious  of  the  approaching 
tranfition,  alike  unconfcious  that  the  dud  was  his  own^  the  fpirit 
ftood 

Amazed  to  mark  the  eternal  change  I  And  great 
Ajod  fioaall  incompvehenfible  alike ! 

So  dands  this  worthy  fage,  cheerful,  on  the  brink  of  the  grave ;  well 
knowing  how  foon  it  is  to  receive  him ;  and  joyfully  expeddng  the 
event.     Meanwhile^  he  remains  deep  in  obfervation^ 

Amazed  to  mark  the  eternal  change !  And  great 
And  fmall  incomprehenfible  .alike  I 

Happy  the  man  who  gather*  the  fruits  of  wifdom,  and  gathers  for 
*  tteniity ! 

Bbii  LET- 
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LETTER     XXX. 

Turin,  24th  0£lobcr  ifgt. 

VV  E  left  Geneva  on  the  i8th,  having  firft  hired  vetturini,  or 
guides,  who  have  brought  us  to  Turin.  Thefe  people  never  make  along 
day's  journey.  On  the  contrary,  they  travel  flowly  :  but  they  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  likewife  with  the  charges  which 
ought  to  be  made  at  inns;  at  which,  unlefs  a  man  be  well  verled  in, 
fuch  affairs,  he  is  likely  to  be  ill  ferved  and  much  impofed  on,  Befide 
that  the  infolcnce  of  Italian  poftboys  is  exceedingly  great.  I  therefore 
think  this  the  beft  way  of  travelling.  The  guide  who  conduced 
our  chaife  is  a  Neapolitan  j  and  comes  from  Lena,  in  the  diftri£t  of 
Otranto.  We  have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  him  j  and  I  hope 
he  will  continue  with  us  during  our  journey  through  Italy.  He  is 
very  lively,  appears  to  be  honeft,  and  is  a  good  driver.  His  mules, 
decorated  with  bells,  are  not  quick  j  but  ftrong,  and  fiire.  His  name  is 
Guido  Oroncio  *. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  league  after  we  left  Geneva,  we  entered  the 
duchy  of  Savoy.  The  country  is. fruitful,  and  furrouiided^by  moun- 
tains at  fome  diftance :  yet  the  valley  foon  becomes  narrow,  and  appear- 
ances change*  About  noon,  as  we  approached  the  village  of  Frangy, 
we  faw  below  us  a  valley  alx)unding  in  <:hefnut  and  walnut  trees ;  in* 
which  were  crowds  of  men  and  cattle,  it  being  a  fair  for  the  latter^ 
The  poor  but  joyous  Savoyards  did  not  belie  their  charadler:  loud 
mirth,,  yet  not  riotous,  rang  through  the  valley,  and  brightened  in  their 
£ices.  Buyers  and  fellers  appeared  with  their  wares;  and  ieemed  fatis- 
fied with  their  barg?un8,  and  with  each  other. 

*  I  have  fiace  difcorered  that  the  bad  reeutation  which  Italian  poft-boys  have  acquired  * 
k  unmerited^. 
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The  horned  cattle  are  a  large  fine  breed,  though  ftill  not  comparable 
to  thofe  of  Switzerland.  The  goats  'are  extremely  heautifuk  the: 
fwine  very  large,  fleek,  and  air  of  them  black* 

We  remained  all  night  at  Riimilly;  a  dirty  little  town,  with  a  no 
kfs  dirty  inn.  As  the  chambers  were  all  but  one  engaged,  the  landlord/ 
fent  to  a  man;' who  kindly  furnilhed  me  and  my  wife  with  a  good 
and,  what  is  not  ufual  in  Savoy,  a  clean  chamber.  We  found  the? 
worthy  old  man  and  his  aged  wife  fitting  by  the  fire-fide.  Of  nine- 
children,  which  flie  had  borne  him,  they  had  only  one  fon  living ;  and^ 
he  was  then  at  Annecy,  languifliing  with  a  lingering  and  dangerous 
difeafe.  Aflaulted  by  age,  by  grief,  by  the  lofe  of  their  dead  children', 
and  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  laft,  whom  they  might  probably  furvive,  they 
behaved  with  noble  firmnefs  and  mild  refignation  to  the  wilt  of  God* ' 

On  the  19th,  about  noon,  we  arrived  at  Chamberry,  the  chief  towjx 
©f  the  duchy;  which  contains  about  thirteen  thoufend  inhabitants* 
Notwithftanding  that  many  of  the  nobility  winter  there,  th^  town  is  ilt 
built:  but  its  fruitful  neighbourhood,  and  the  orchards  that  (hade  the 
valleysi  make  it  very  pleafant;  There  are  many  country  houfes  near 
the  town ;  and  many  of  thofe  which  are  in  the  town  itfelf  lie  at  a 
diftance  from  the  ftreets,  buried  among  their  charming  gardens,  and 
fee mihg  rather  to  belong  to  the  country  than  the  town.. 

We  paffed  the  eveaing  at  Montmelian,  the  wine  of  whicLis  fo  fa*» 
xnous  in  this  country.  That  however  which  they  gave  us,  at  the  inuy 
was  not  very  good ;  hut  of  that  kind  of  common  Italian  red  wine  whicb 
is  called  Vtm  Brufco  * :  in  oppbfition  to^  the  Vino  Amabile  f  *. 

The  farther  we  proceeded  up  the  country  the  more  n?irrow  the  val-? 
leys  became,  and  the  grandeur  of  nature  increafed.  In  the  forenoon  of 
the  2oth,  we  journeyed  along  the  Ifere ;  which  rifes  in  the  mountains 
of  Savoy,  and,  running  into  France,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Rlione.  It 
receives  the  waters:  of  the  Arc,,  not  far  from  Aiguebelle ;  and  wc.faw: 
the  courfe  of  the  latter,  till  we  caine  to  the  foot,  of  Mount  Cenis.,         '* 

*  Rough,  wine.  f  Smooth  or  pltafaot  wine* 
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Our  journey  in  the  afternoon  lay  among  rocky  declivities,  and  deep 
mountains.  Between  thefe  rocks,  and  high  up  the  mountains,  we  faw 
the  young  green  winter  corn  ;  as  likewife  vine  plants,  fruit  trees,  and: 
wild  fhrjibs.  The  induftry  with  which  the  fields  of  Savoy  are  cutti- 
iraced  ia  wonderfully  contrafted  with  the  unclcanlinefs  of  their  inns. 
That  which  we  found  in  the  evening,  at  La  Chambre,  was  rather  more 
uncleanly  than  is  ufual,  even  in  this  country.  The  ftaircafe  that  leads 
to  the  chambers  is  ufually  narrow,  and  dirty ;  and  the  chamber  itfelf 
generally  contauns  large  ftoves,  with  three  canopy  beds,  the  duft  of 
which  does  not  appear  for  years  to  have  been  difturbed.  You  ihrink 
1>ack  with  difguft,  when  you  look  at  the  old  tattered  dirty-coloured 
4^verlld  J  and  the  reft  of  the  furniture  correfponds  with  that  of  the 
bed.  A  large  chimney  is  the  moft  agreeable  thing  in  the  apartment. 
Fortunately,  the  cooking  is  not  fo  bad  as  might  be  expeded.  If  how- 
ever you  wiih  to  eat  with  an  appetite,  you  muft  take  care  not  to  caft 
your  eye  toward  the  kitchen.  Neither  will  you  be  much  tempted  to 
examine  the  waiting  maid,  who  is  generally  as  like  theSpanifli  beauty^ 
Mantorbea,  which  Cervantes  has  defcribed,  as  one  drop  of  foul  water 
is  to  another.  However,  they  are  very  diligent  j  and  do  any  thing 
they  are  bid,  with  a  good  will. 

Onthe2ift,  we  pafled  places  which  reminded  me  of  thofe  wild 
pto^eds  that  are  perhaps  exaggerated  in  pidures  ;  and  that  had  afto- 
sfiShcd  me  during  my  childhood.  From  one  rocky  valley  we  pafled, 
through  fmall  openings,  into  another.  Some  of  thefe  valleys  confift  of 
nothing  more  than  the  broad  flinty  bed  of  the  Arc  ;  which,  half  dried 
up  in  fammer,  leaves  fmall  ftony  iflands,  which  the  induftrious  people 
plant  with  vegetables.  Continuing  among  thefe  fteep  rocks,  the  road 
tirioda  fometlmes  on  one  fide  of  the  river  and  at  otzbers  on  the  op^ 
pofite;  havdogbeen  dug,  with  unfpeakable  labour:  and  every  now  and 
then  fmalL  va^eys  open  upon  us^  where  the  vine  rechnes  againft  the 
^lack  flate,  and  where  little  %dt&  o£  land  ane  culthsated  by  the  fpade; 
it  being  impoll^^^i  V^-^Si^Vli^i:^  tl^qgi  with  the  ploughi.  The  induftrious 
^    ^  Savoyard 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  191 

SaToyard  frequently  carries  earthy  in  bafkets^  to  bed  the  rocks;  while 
the  fpouting  waters  ftream   below,  over  the  ru(hing  of  which  bold 
and  high,  vaulted  bridges  are  thrown.     Wherever  the  valley  becomefi^ 
Tery  narrow,,  it  is  wholly  filled  by  the  Arc, 

What  were  the  means  that  Hannibal  employed,  before  roads  were 
made,  to  pafs  thefe  valleyfr  ?  The  recoUedlion  of  this  great  man  gave  tt»* 
animation.     We  contemplated  the  pathlefs   rocks,  among  which  he,» 
his  army,  and  his  elephant^i  marched.  We  beheld  the  numerous  ftoti^. 
whichy  thrown  from  tiie  heights  above,  lie  fcatfered  in  the  ftream. 
-   Who  can  fay  but  they  might  be  the  artillery  which  the  wild  inhs^bit- 
ants  of  the  Alps  difcharged  at  the  Carthaginians,  when^  they  firft  be- 
held the  ian£tsty  of  impaflable  nature  thus  violated  ?  What  a  hero  was 
Haiinihal !  He  who  began^  his  aflault  upon^  Rome  by  an  entexpf ife  fo 
inctedibk !  whofe  great  fmd  no  difficulties  could. appal,  and  in  whom 
Bis  Carthaginians,  his  warlike  Numidians,  and  Spaniards,  and  his  flings 
ers  of  the  baleares^  put  fuchi  implicit  confidence ! 

The  hijgh  mountains  feemed  to  imprifon  the  horizon^     Wherever 
they  open,,  the  (hining  glaciers  appear  in  contraft  with  the  dark  blue  of. 
that  fmall  pait  of  heaven  which  is  vifible.     Every  where  cafcades  are^ 
fcen,  pouring  their  waters  into  the  ftream. 

Among  thefe  wild  diftrias,.we  faw  a  man  employed  in  colledting 
the  beautiful  faffi-on  flower,  which  is  fowed  among  the  black  ftones. 
It  is  diftihguiftied  from  the  lovely  meadow  faffron,.  which  blooms  in 
Swabia  and  Switzerland,  toward  the  end  of  the  fummer  and  during  the 
whole  of  autumn,. by  a  deeper  violet  colour,  and  by  its  beautiful  dark 
piftils,  which  conftitute  the  faflfron  j  the  ufe  of  which  is  fo  excellent.. 

Where  the  rocky  declivities  are  not  too  fteep,  and  are  not  entirely* 
rendered  barren  by  the  torrents  of  rain,  there  confiderably  tall  chefnires 
and  walnut  trees  flourifh.  Every  fpot  of  earth  is  cultivated  ;  but  fome 
of  the  valleys  have  no  fpots  of  earth  :  for  the  wild 'waves  of  the  Arc  rufh  • 
over  ftones,  and  form  catara^s^  that  foam  and  thunder  down  the 
perpendicular  rock/ 
.6  In 
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In  the  evening,  we  arrived  at  Modane ;  a  little  village,  which  ij  five 
leagues  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Cenis.  We  rofe  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  that  we  might  begin  our  day's  journey  hj  four :  but 
*  <lreadful  torrents  of  rain,  which  often  in  thefe  parts  fwcep  down  hug« 
ftones,  and  pines,  to  the  danger  of  the  traveller,  obliged  us  to  wait  till 
the  ftorm  was  over. 

The  morning  was  clear  after  this  tempeftuous  night ;  and,  about  fix 
o'clock,  we  fet  forward,  and  frequently  faw  the  ^  tops  of  the  glaciers, 
dazzling  with  the  rofy  beams  of  the  rifing  fun.  The  mountains  around 
tis  were  likewife  covered  with  fnow  :  while  the  autumnal  yellow  foli- 
age of  the  birch,  the  pale  leaves  of  the  larch  tree,  and  the  dark  ever- 
green of  the  pine,  (haded  the  high  rocky  road.  We  faw  however  th^t 
the  higher  we  went  the  lefs  flourifhing  was  the  vegetation  around  us. 
The  young  winter  crops,  on  the  banks  of  the  river^  became  .the  only 
verdure  below  the  rocks. 

From  thefe  narrow  winding  valleys,  which  are  connected  by  fmall 
openings  with  each  other.  Mount  Cenis  is  firft  feen,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  half  a  league.  The  little  town  of  Laneburg  ftands  at  its  feet,  in 
a  wild  fituation,  built  with  materials  dug  rough  from  the  rock,  and 
roofed  with  flate  :  which,  that  the  wind  may  not  carry  it  away,^  is  over- 
laid with  ftones.  We  arrived  about  noon  ;  and,  at  this  place,  our 
carriages  were  taken  to  pieces,  and  mules  and  litters  procured.  About 
half  an  hour  after  two,  we. proceeded  on  our  journey. 

My  wife  was. borne  in  a  covered  litter  by  fix  men  ;  two  carrying  at 
a  time,  and  relieving  each  other.  The  foremoft  had  leather  ftraps 
acrofs  his  fhoulders ;  and  held  a  rope  in  his  hand,  which  was  fattened 
to  the  pack-faddle  of  a  lightly  loaded  mule  ;  by  which,  as  he  went,  he 
was  helped  along.  We  men  rode  on  mules ;  as  likewife  did  Erneft, 
to  his  great  joy. 

The  road  is  fteep,  and  very  uneven,  being  full  of  large  ftones.     We 
had  not  afcended  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  we  faw  the  fnow, 
covering  the  pine,  and  other  green  trees.     After  a  time,  we  faw  no- 
thing 
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thing  but  ftuntedleaflefi  iKrubs?  and  the  rain,  which  had  accompa- 
nied us  when  we  fet  out^  was  now  changed  into  large  fleaks  of  fiiow.  It 
was  fomething  more  than  anliour  and  a  half  before  we  istrrived  at  the 
higheft  part  over  which  tSie  road  went,  and  which  then  continues 
«bout  three  quarters  of  a  league  through  a  hroad  valley,  lying  between 
the  highfummits  of  the  mountain,  which  heights  no  man  can  j^oflSbly 
afcend.  lii  this  lofty  valfey  is  alake,  which  h  juftiy  celebrated  for  its 
trout.  We  took  foine  refrefhment,  at  an  inn  on  Mount  Cenis;  and 
dried  but  clothes  by  the  fire,  wiiicili  was'  a  great  pleaRire. 

We  then  continued  our  journey.  However,  I  would  not  fuffer  my 
{oh  to  mount  his  mule  again,  but  put  him  into  an  uncovered  litter.  I 
could  perceive  I  very  much  damped  his  joy ;  "but  I  foon  had  reafon  to 
congratulate  myfelf,  at  having  fo'done.  The  great  expedlations  I  had 
formed  of  Mount -Cenis  had  been  partly  difappointed  :  but  they  were 
jToon  very  highly  exceeded.  As  we  continued  our  journey  down- 
ward, we  came  to  a  high  fantaftical  crag ;  after  which  the  defceitf 
was  one  uninterrupted  zig  zag. .  Steep  as  the  mountain  is,  oii  the  fide 
of  Savoy,  it  is  ftill  much  fteeper,  and  much  higher,  on  that  of  Pied- 
mont, liie  Semar,  a  rivulet,  which  talces  its  rife  in  the  lake  on  the 
moimtain,  dalhes  down  among  the  rocks,  and  forms  ah  uncommonly 
beautiful  cafcade*  It  then  ruflies  through  a  high  valley,  and  feparates 
Savoy  from  l^icdmont.  At  iSufa,  it  falls  into  the  Dora ;  which,  at  Tu- 
rin, is  mingled  with  the  Po. 

Here,  the  charms  of  Savoy  took  a  kind  of  folemn  leave  oT  us :  being  fe- 
|>arated  from  Piedmont  by  rocks  of  a  ftrange  appearance,  and  thundering 
'Catarafl;$«  We  continued  onward  for  fome  leagues,  over  a  fteop  and 
ftony  road,  full  of  fhort  turnings,  having  highxocfcs  on  one  fide  of  us, 
and  on  the  otber  deep  prec%)ices. 

The  mules,  that  travel  ihck  roads,  are  uncommonly  fluggifh.  If 
you  are  a  little  way  behind,  you  may  with  great  difficulty  bring  your 
mule  into  a  trot ;  and  then  the  followers  wQl  ttot  after ;  but  to  make 
your  own  mule  overtake  and  pafs  the  firft  is  a  thin^  aimoft  impoffible. 

Vol.  L  Cc  There 
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There  are  few  places,  however,  in  which  the  traveUer  has  a^y  defire  t^ 
trot.  When  the  road  is  fteep,  and  encumbeijed.'Y^ith  alinpft  impaflable 
ftones,  the  rider  muft  throw  the  bridle  on  the  neck  of  the  nuile*  The 
:  animal  then  makes  continual  windings,  as  l^e  gp^-dowu  the  declivity  * 
proceeding  to  the  very  edge  of  the  precipicCji  and  thea  turning  fliort 
about.  The  mules,  are  fhod  w^th  thin  plateajof  iroi^  j  which  are 
turned  up,  and  are  confi4erably  wider  than  the,  fore-p^rt  of  the  hoo£ 
j'^ith  thefe  they  tread  fafely^  and  do  nojtmn.tlpie  riik;qf  gpttjng  fmall 
ftones  between  the  Ihoe  and  the, hoof^„;whifii  .would  nf^ke  their  ftep 
infecure. 

We  were  ftill  a  league  from  the  foot  of  the  mountaiq,  when  nighjt 
approached.  It  was  fo  .dark  that.  I  was  obliged  to  opea  the.glafs  of  my 
,watch,  to  fee  what  it  was  o'clock.  ,The  fure-fpoted  mules  ftiH  went 
on,  but  with. the  npfe  to  the  ground,  and  continually  approaching  the 
very  brink  pf  the  precipice,  then  turning  fliort^  but  occafionally  ftop.- 
ping  for  a.  moment,  and  Ipoking  down.  At  length  I  difmounted.;  for 
the  road  by  thislight  was  extremely, difficult,  and  fcarcely  to  be  diftin- 
guifh^d  from  ,the  precipices.  The  noife  of  fireams,,  hurrying  among, 
the  rocks,  thundered  in  our  ears  j  and  their  froth  by  night  Was  fear- 
fully beautiful.  How  happy  was  I  that  I  had  not  fufFered  Eriieft  to 
ride,  over  roads  l^ke  thefe,  and  under  fuch  circumftances  I'  He  muft 
have  been  in  great  danger  j  for  I  often  ftaggered,  and  ftepped  into 
holes  iarnorig  the  high  ftones. 

At  laft,  we  arrived  at  Noralefe,  a  little  town  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  ;  and  I  own  my  heart  rejoiced  to  meet  my  wife  and  Ion 
again  in  fafety.  The  country  confideired,  we  found  the  inn.  very  good  j^ 
and  fuch  as  would  be  thought  tolerable  in  Germany..  - 

We  purfued  our  journey,  yefterday,  among  fruitful  valleys,  arid  iiir- 
rounded  by  rocks  and  mountains,  which  were  clothed  with  tfees. 
Moft  of  th^fe  valleys  are  tolerably  extenfive,j  and  cultivated  with  great 
induftry,.  We  felt  in  the,  n^ildnefs  of  the  ain  and  we  faw,  in  the  freflmefs 
of  th?i  vegetation^  that  the  Alps  were  on  oun  backa  fheltering  us  from  the 
.,.  '  north.: 
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tiorth.  The  vine  is  not  planted  here  after  the  Germaa  manner,  but  in 
rows  at  a  greater  diftance ;  the  fprouts  carried  from  tree  to  tree  ;  or, 
from  pole  to- pole,  pendant  over  little  fide  laths  ;  and  forming  bowers. 
Between  thefe  wide  row3,  we  often  faw  fcattered  ears  of  Turkifh  wheat, 
or  maize  ;  and  often  young  winter  wheat.  The  land  is  partitioned  by 
broad  furrows  into  high  fmall  beds,  like  garden  beds,  each  about  an  ell 
wide  ;  and  drains  are  likewife  cut  through  it,  of  a  great  depth.  I  imagine 
that  thefc.  valleys  are  often  inpi^tatied,  by  the  waters  that  pour  down  the 
mountain ;  and  that  the  tprr^nts  make^the  furrows  arid  the  raifed  beds 
of  this  country  neceffary. 

-  I  recolle6t  to  have  feen  fimilar  furrows  in  Bohemia  j  though  not  fo 
broad  as  thefe  of  Piedmont  j  and  the  land  was  there  caft  into  a  rounder 
form/  Many  mulberry  trees  here  ftand  in  rowsj  upon  the  ploughed 
lands :  on  which  we  lifcewife  find  the  poplar,  walnut,  and  chefnut 
tree^  In  the  gardens,  we  meet  with  the  cyprefs,  and  fig  tree,  of  a 
height  which  they  do  not  attain  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps. 

The  profpe^a  of  the  Alps  at  our  backs  was  truly  grand.  They  not 
only  feparate  us  from  Savoy,  but  they  cut  off  our  new  world  from  the 
•old ;  where  all  that  was  honourable,  all  that  diftinguiflied  civilized 
man  from  the  barbsttian,  the  torch  of  fcience,  the  pleafures  derived 
from  the  arts,  nay  the  holy  fire  of  religion  itfelf,  took  birth.  Italy 
was  clofely  connefted  with  Greece;  colonies  from  which,  beiijg 
fent  into  the  lower  parts  of  this  country,  communicated  to  them  the 
name  of  Graecia  Magna.  Others  of  the  Grecian  people  inhabited  Afia 
Minor  ;  and  their  colonies  fpread  over  the  coafts  of  Afia  and  of  Africa. 
Grecian  kings  fat  likewife  on  the  antient  throne  of  the  Pharaohs  ;  be- 
fore 5gypt  became  a  Roman  province. 

The  dominions  of  Rome  included  all  the  jiations  that  were  bounded 
by  the  Mediterranean.  I  hope  foon  to  ftand  on  the  Aores  of  this  fea  ^ 
the  waves  of  which  have  fo  often  waihed  Italy,  Sicily,  the  ruins  of 
Carthage,-  and  the  havens  of  Greece,  in  Europe  and  in  Afia.  Of 
pjjeqq?^.  in  .vihicJli  :^Y0ured  country  every  river,,  and  every  naouu- 
;:v  r  \'  C  c  :2  tain. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^6  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

taii>9  b  become  famous ;  in  hiftory,  in  poetry^  and  in  mythology :  here 
while  I  ftand,  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago  will  rife  to  remembrance; 
with  myftic  Egypt ;  and  the  facred  children  of  Ifrael :  a  people,  who^ 
in  their  hiftory^  and  by  their  prophets,  firft  foretold  the  comii^  of  the 
Son  of  truth  and  love  :  He  whofe  pure  fpirit,  not  limited  by  dps  and- 
feas,.  fpreading  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Frozen  Ocean,  animates  and' 
enlightens  the  fons  of  men.  'Tis  true  his  beams  are  fometimes  dark-^ 
ened,  by  the  rifing  vapours  of  earth :  but,  before  the  end  of  timeihall 
come,  they  (hall  afcend  to  their  native  heaven. 

With  thoughts  like  thefe,  I  looked  back  upon  the  white  Alps,. linked' 
taeach  other ;  and  among  which  the  Rochemelon  advanced  its  craggy 
front,  fuperior  to  the  reft. 

At  Sufa,  the  valley  becomes  narrow,  and  forms^  the  cdebrated  pafs 
of  that  name ;  which  is  ftreqgthened  by  the  fortrefs  of  Brunette,  com* 
manding  two  valleys,  and  ftanding  oppofite  to  the  fortrefs  of  Brian^on,. 
on  the  confines  ctf  France.  We  halted,  at  noon,  at  the  little  town  of 
St.  Ambrofio^;  in  the  front  of  which  the  monaftery  of  St.  Michael  is^ 
feen  at  a  diftance,  on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain. 

Between  St.  Ambrofio  and  Rivoli,  the  valleys  widen ;  and  niany 
ruins,  of  antient  caftles,  are  feen  among  the  mountains.  The  parts 
around  are  fertile,  and  pleafant.  Rivoli  is  a  fmalltown;  overlooked 
by  a  royal  caftle,  built  on  a  hill.  In  Turin,  the  gates  are  fliut  early  ^ 
we  were  therefore  obliged  to  remain  all  night  in  a  large  but  wretched 
and  exceflSvely  dirty  inn. 

Being  informed  that  there  was  a  comic  opera,  we  went  out  of  curi* 
ofity  to  the  theatre,  which  is  fmall,  and  found  it  entirely  full.  The 
audience,  with  great  politenefs,  infifted  upon  our  being  feated  in  very 
good  places ;  which  had  certainly  been  previoufly  taken^  The  per^ 
formers  were  better  drefled  than  might  have  been  expefted,  in  lb 
fmall  a  place.  The  native  talents  of  comedy  were  very  confyicuous, 
in  the  aCking  of  a  man  who  peiformed  the  part  of  an  old  lover.  A 
fymphony  was  vocileroufly  called  for,  between  the  a^  f  and-  the 
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players  were  loudly  applauded  in  many  of  the  fcenes.  At  the  conclu* 
lion  of  a  duet^  between  the  old  lover  and  his  young  miftrefs,  there  were 
two  parties,  who  were  very  eager  in  exclaiming  Bravo !  and  Brava  I 
ibme  applauding  the  man,  and  others  the  woman. 

The  pafBon  for  theatrical  eichibitions  appears  to  be  bom  with  the 
itdians.  A  little  boy,  about  five  years  old,  ftood  at  the  corner  be* 
fore  the  orcheftra  on  a  fmall  plank,  at  lead  two  ells  high,  with  his  arms 
round  a  pillar,  and  his  attention  fixed  on  the  performers*  We  were 
unable  to  enter  into  the  paffion  of  the  fcene  with  the  ardour  teftified  by 
the  fpedators,  and  we  left  the  theatre  long  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
piece. 

We  departed  early  in  the  morning  fiom  the  uncleanly  town  of  Ri- 
voli,  and  proceeded  to  Turin,  which  is  only  two  leagues  diftant.  The 
road  is  in  a  ftraight  Knc,  uncommonly  fpacious,  with  a  ditch  on  each 
fide,  that  is  planted  with  a  row  of  large  elms. 

The  extenfive  plains  of  Lombardy,  the  fertility  of  which  have  been 
famous  for  Aefe  thoufand  yeats,  begin  on  this  fide  Rivoli.     It  was  to 
thefe  plains  that  Hannibal  pointed,  as  a  recompenfe  to  his  army,  fof 
the  labours  of  their  march,  and  as  the  feat  of  future  vidlory,  for  which 
the  hero  was  their  guarantee.     They  extend  over  Piedmont,  Milan,, 
Mantua,  and  the  Venetian  territory,  as  far  as  the  Adriatic.     The  lands 
are  excellent,  and  mulberry  trees  are  firequently  planted  among  the 
com.     At  fome  diftance,  high  hills  are  feen ;  which  are  dothed  with 
vineyards  and  fruit  trees.     Behind  us  and  on  each  fide,  curving  and: 
forming  a  crefcent,the  lordly  Alps  appeared,  covered  with  ffiow ;  and 
among  them  the  Vifo,  and  the  ftill  more  lofty  Rochemelon,  advanced 
in  fearful  grandeur.  .  Right  before  us  and  fome  leagues  beyond  Tu- 
rin, we  faw  the  magnificent  monaftery  called  the  Superga,  built  upon* 
a  mountain. 

The  beauty  of  the  great  objeds  around  us,  and  the  brightnefs  of  the 
morning,  infpired  out  hearts  with  joy ;  which  was  fuddenly  difturbed 
by  a  fight  of  horroor.     Immediately;  bcfi)rc  tie,  on  the  high  road,  we. 

9,  fawv 
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faw  people  aflembled  at  an  inn,  and  afked  our  vetturino  what  was  the 
matter.  E  un  amma%%ato  !  It  is  a  man  murdered  !  faid  he  5  but  that  is 
nothing  to  you  or  me :  let  us  go  on  and  take  no  notice. 

I  and  Nicolovius  went  up  to  the  crowd,  and  there  faw  a  handfome 
young  man,  who  had  received  a  deep  wound  with  a  knife  in  the  chin, 
and  another  that  went  to  the  heart.  During  the  night,  he  and  the  mur- 
derer had  been  heard  quarrelling  together.  My  wife's  maid,  who  had 
fecn  him  lie  as  (he  paffed  by  in  the  other  chaife,  thought  fhe  recolkded 
in  him  a  young  man  whom  fhe  had  remarked  at  the  inn  the  evening 
before  ;  and  who,  being  at  play  with  another  at  mora^  and  having  loft, 
had  been  quarrelling. 

This  game  has  coft  many  men  their  lives.  It  is  played  by  two  men, 
holding  up  more  or  lefs  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  each  againft  the 
other,  and  both  calling,  while  the  hand  is  railing,  the  numbers  which 
they  refpedively  choofe.  This  is  entirely  guefs:  yet  the  Italians 
maintain  that  a  good  player,  the  moment  he  fees  the  hand  of  his  op- 
ponent, before  it  is  half  opened,  can  tell  how  many  -fingers  he  wili 
extend.  The  Italians  are  fo  paflSonately  addicted  to  this  game  that  no 
kws  can  induce  them  to  renounce  it  j  and  the  quicknefs  with  which 
they  play  is  incredible. 

The  murderer  of  the  man  we  faw  efcaped ;  and,  during  the  laft 
night,  not  far  from  the  fame  place,  another  man  was  robbed  and  mur- 
dered. The  Piedmontefe  are  juftly  accufed  of  a  propenfity  to  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  of  beiqg  fcandaloufly  rapacious,  which  induces  them  to 
commit  murder  in  cold  blood.  But  how  is  it  poflSble  that,  in  fo  adive 
a  government  as  that  of  Sardinia,  no  decifive  regulations  fhould  have 
taken  place,  fufEcient  to  redrefs  this  evil  ?  How  coijlpicuous  does  this 
make  the  chara£ler  of  nations  !  Among  the  inhabitants  of  Savoy,  un- 
der the  very  fame  government,  the  traveller  is  in  perfed  fecurity  : 
while,  on  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  and  in  the  very  neighbourhood  of 
the  metropolis,  a  man  may  be  njiurdered  at  an  inn,  or  on  the  high  road. 

We  arrived  at  Turin  before  ten  in  the  morning.     Peace  be  with  ypu. 

LET- 
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LETTER   XXXI. 

Turin,  27th  06lobcri79f« 

URIN  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  antient  cities 
in  Europe.  Fable  derives  its  origin  from  a  pretended  Phetontes,  bro- 
ther of  the  Egyptian  god  Ofiris,  who  is  faid  to  have  lived  fifteen 
hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  and  to  have  founded  this' 
place*  Its  large  river  we  are  told  derives  its  name  from  his  fon  Eri- 
danus.  The  later  Romans  called  it  Padus,  and  it  is  now  called  the 
Po.  According  to  thefe  fables,  the  city's  name,  Turin,  was  given  it 
in  honour  of  the  Egyptian  god  Apis  j  whom  the  people  worfhipped 
under  the  fymbol  of  a  bull :  as  if  the  antient  Egyptians  could  have 
fpoken  Greek  I  It  would  have  feemed  more  probable  had  a  Grecian 
origin  been  afcribed  to  the  town,  and  its  antient  name  Taurafia  derived 
from  the  jundionof  the  Dora  with  the  Po  j.  or  from  the  waters  of  the 
latter.  It  was  cuftomary,.  for  the  antients,  to  compare  a  ftream  with 
two  arms,  or  with  high  waves,  to  the  horns  of  a  bull. 

The  accounts  given  by  hiftory  are  more  worthy  of  attention ;  and 
from  thefe  we  learn,  that  Taurafia,  which,  was  then  its  name,  was  the 
chief  city  of  the.  Ligurians,  and  the  firft  which  Hannibal  took,  after 
his  paflage  over  the  Alps.  The  fame  of  this  wonderful  man  gives  a 
greater  fplendour  even  to.  the  people  he  conquered  than  any  that  fable 
could  impart* 

Some  centuries  afterward,,  under  the  reign  of  the  Csefars>  the  Romans 
fent  a  colony,  to  this  place;  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Augufta  Tauri- 
uorum. 

Thefituation  of  Turin  is  uncpmmonly  beautiful;  and,  as  moft  tra- 
vellers have  remarked,  veryiRuch  refembles.that  of  Drefden* 
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The  charming  Po  winds  along  one  part  of  the  city,  which  is  fur- 
rounded  with  hills,  and  mountains,  that  afford  numerous  pro^edls; 
embelliftied  with  vineyards,  groves,  country  feats,  and  gardens.  Be- 
yond the  neighbouring  heights  and  hills,  the  long  range  of  Alps,  co- 
vered with  fnow  and  fearful  in  grandeur,  rife ;  and  fuperior,  among 
thefe  giants  of  the  earth,  the  Vifo  and  the  Rochemelon,  with  their 
beaming  fumraits,  tower.  Thefe  charming  profpeds  are  beft  enjoyed 
on  the  walls  of  the  city ;  and  it  is  a  pity  that  thb  fpacious  walk  is 
interrupted,  by  the  inclofed  gardens  of  the  royal  palace. 

We  are  aftoniflied  to  fee  the  Vifo  fo  near  us ;  when  we  remember 
that  the  Po  takes  its  rife  in  this  mountain,  and  is  already  become  fo 
powerful  a  ftream*  The  expedations  I  form  of  feeing  this  river 
empty  itfelf  into  the  Adriatic,  when  it  flidl  have  attained  its  full  j»Mu- 
rity,  are  great ;  its  youthful  ftream  being  fo  promifmg. 

Immediately  facing  the  gate,  which  takes  its  name  from  the  Po,  there 
is  a  bridge  over  the  river,  that  neither  correfponds  with  the  l)eauty 
of  the  city  nor  the  dignity  of  the^eam.  The  Po  ftreet,  which  leads 
to  this  gate,  is  handfomely  built.  The  plan  of  Ttuin  is  a  noble  oae* 
The  ftreets  are  in  right  lines,  and  the  gates  and  the  houfes  are  built  in 
a  good  ftyle  andtafte:  though  the  ftreets,*  in  propcMtion  to  the  height 
of  the  houfes,  the  Po  ftreet  and  the  aew  ftreet  excepted,  are  not  fbiffi-* 
ciently  fpacious.  In  the  Po  ftreet,  there  are  handfome  and  lofty  ar- 
cades, on  both  fides  of  the  way.  The  outfide  of  die  caftle  is  not  very 
promifmg :  but  the  apartments  are  very  magnificent.  In  a  niche,  at 
the  entrance,  there  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Vidor  Amadeus  the  Firft : 
the  horfe  of  marble,  the  duke  of  bronze.  Amadeus  is  a  noble  figure;: 
but  I  cannot  fay  as  much  of  his  horfe. 

I  expeded  to  have  found  more  of  the  Italian  mafters  in  the  picture 
gallery,  and  not  fo  many  of  the  Flemilh.  I  ihal^l  only  mention  a  few 
of  thofe  which  principally  drew  my  attention. 

The  Magdalen  of  Rubens,  whofe  bold  and  .expreiSve  pencH,  ani- 
,mated  by  truth,  cannot  eafily  be  miftakeuj  is  exceUbnt;    TJie  air  of  the 
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head,  diredled  toward  heaven,  the  negligence  of  the  difhevelled  hair, 
the  afflidion  of  the  up-turned  weeping  eyes  of  the  Magdalen,  and  her 
half-opened  mouth,  denote  her  inward  repentance,  with  fuch  lines  and 
touches  as  the  longer  they  are  looked  at  the  more  they  feem  to  live. 
Raphael  himfelf  could  not  have  painted  a  Magdalen  with  greater  truth ; 
though  he  would  have  given  her  greater  beauty. 

The  prodigal  fon,  by  Guercino,  falling  at  the  feet  of  his  father,  is 
painted  with  great  ftrength  of  feeling. 

The  fick  woman,  by  Gerhard  Dowe,  is  executed  with  all  the  affi- 
duity  and  with  all  that  animated  expreifion,  which  this  great  artift 
combined  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner.  She  fits,  leaning  backward,  in 
an  arm  chair.  The  phyfician  ftands  behind  her,  with  a  thoughtful 
countenance,  and  holding  a  urinal  up  to  the  light.  Her  daughter  kneels 
by  hetf  fide,  tenderly  clafping  her  maternal  hand.  Atvother  daughter, 
with  filial  love  and  attention,  prefents  a  fpoon,  with  phyfic  in  it,  to  her 
pale  lips.  The  mother  looks  at  her,  with  a  calm,  mild,  countenance ; 
but  fhe  appears  as  if  flie  would  much  rather  thank  her  daughter  for  her 
attention  than  open  her  lips  to  receive  the  medicine. 
.  The  annunciation  of  the  Virgin,  by  Albani,  though  a  fmall,  appears 
to  me  an  excellent  pidure. 

•  Charles  the  Firft,by  a  fcholar  of  Vandyke,  and  the  three  children  of 
that  monarch,  by  Vandyke  himfelf,  are  painted  with  much  of  the  ani- 
mated deception  of  life. 

St.  Jerome,  meditating  on  mortality,  with  a  death's  head  in  his  hand,« 
by  Guido,  is  aftonifhingly  beautiful. 

Among  thefe  pidures,  iLubens  and  his  wife,  painted  by  himfelf,  are 
found.  How  williogly  we  contemplate  the  pifture  of  a  man,  who  haa 
given  us  the  pidure  of  fo  many  other  men :  efpecially  while  we  dif- 
tinguiih  fatisfaftion,  genius,  and  benevolence,  in  every  line  of  his  face!  • 

There  are  two  landfcapes,  by  Glaude  Lorraine,  which  are  charafter- 
ized  by  that  foft,  true,  living,  nature  with  which  this  great  artift  repre- 
fented  every  kind  of  tree,  every  time  of  the  day,  and  every  feafon  of 
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the  ^ear.     He  was  as  exquifite,  in  the  choice  of  his  fubjeds,  as  he  wa$ 
accurate,  in  the  reprefentation  of  them. 

The  hermit,  fitting  in  a  hollow  tree,  is  a  fine  proof  of  the  anijnating 
and  daring  genius  of  Sal vator  Rofa. 

An  unfinifhed  Lucretia,  by  Guxdo,  is  a  fine  pidlure:  though,  as  Ihe 
has  juft  drawn  the  dagger  from  the  wound,  I  do  not  fee  how  ihe  could 
fit  upright. 

A  jovial  fellow,  by  Gerhard  Dowe,  who  triumphantly  turns  his  glafs. 
upfide  down,  js  excellent. 

Wouwermans  has  fome  fine  pidures  here;  and,  among  others,  a^ 
hdrfjs  fair.  A  brown  tiger-fpotted  horfe,  fome  what  ftartled,  and  as  if 
eindeavouring  to  get  free,  has  a  wild  look ;  which  is  preferved  from  the 
head  to  the  hoof,  through  his  whole  figure,  with  great  harmony. 
,  There  are  large  and  fine  paintings,  of  the  vidloriea  gained,  by  the 
waflike  Dukes  and  Kings  of  Savoy,  over  the  French. 

Different  iandfcapes,  of  views  in  Italy  and  on  the  Rhine,  are  likewife 
fonie  of  them  very  beautiful. 

Between  the  caftle  and  the  principal  church,  the  chapel  of  the  holy 
haDdkerchief  is  built  i  which  relic  the  city  believes  itfelf  to  poflefs. 
The  chapel  is  entirely  of  black  marble.  The  capitals  of  the  pillars,  and 
the  large  filver  candlefticks,  by  which  alone  the  building  is  lighted,  are 
gilded.  The  entrance  infpires  holy  folemnity*  The  fuppofed  genuine 
handkerchief,  which  is  confiderably  large,  is  only  publicly  exhibited  at 
the  beginning  of  a  new  reign,  at  the  marriage  of  the  prince  royal,  or 
when  any  perfon  of  great  rank  arrives  at  Turin,  and  makes  the  requeft. 
We  were  herefhewna  chalice  of  extraordinary  value,  fet  with  jewels  j 
feid  to  be  the  richeft  in  Italy.     It  is  in  a  good  tafte. 

This  chapel  (lands  immediately  between  the  caftle  2md  the  high 
church.  Next  to  the  caftle  is  the  large  theatre,  which  is  one  of  the 
handfomeft  in  Italy.  It  is  only  open  during  carnival  time ;  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  form,  any  good  judgment  of  it,  having  only  feen  it  by 
the  light  of  a  flambeau.  The  glimpfe  I  had,  however,  gave  me  plea- 
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fure,  by  the  noble  ftyle  in  which  it  is  built.  It  is  cenfured  as  not  accu- 
rately conveying  the  founds ;  for,  as  it  is  faid,  only  the  fpeftators  in 
the*  boxes  can  hear. 

The  theatre  of  the  Prince  of  Carignan  is  beautiful  without  pomp» 
The  comic  opera  is  performed  here,  during  fummen  There  is  like- 
wife  a  third  theatre  in  the  city»  and  a  fourth  is  to  be  added. 

The  celebrated  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  fa9ade  of  which  is 
built  with  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order,  (lands  near  the  caftle ;  than 
which  ic  is  a  much  finer  building.  Next  to  this,  the  palace  of  the 
Prince  of  Carignan  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  handfomeft. 

The  arfenal,  which  is  flill  to  be  enlarged,  is  a  fine  and  uncommonly 
capacious  building,  including  five  courts.  The  halls  are  fupported  by 
heavy  pillars,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Gothic  churches.  Round  each  of 
thefe  pillars  a  thoufand  mufkets  are  ranged,  in  an  ornamental  manner* 
Pyramids  are  eredled  between  them  j  on  which  horfe  piftols  are  piled^ 
with  great  elegance.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  halls  is  one  of  a  large  iize, 
and  circular  form ;  the  walls  and  pillars  of  wh;ch  are  ornamented. with 
trophies,  of  antient  armour,  ranged  in  military  pomp.  Before  the 
doors  of  this  hall,  the  figures  of  old  warriors  fland,  eredt,  in  complete 
armour. 

The  arfenal  contains  arms  for  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  njen* 
The  cylindrical  ramrod,  for  artillery,  is  not  yet  in  ufe :  the  ramrods 
here  are  all  of  iron. 

In  an  adjoining  chamber,  we  were  Ihewn  a  confiderable  number  oi 
fmall  light  arms ;  which,  from  being  very  wide  at  the  muzzle,  arq 
caUed  tromboni,  as  refembUng  a  trumpet.  The  King  has  forbidden 
^  ufe  of  them ;  th^y  being  defbrudlive,  and  eafy  of  carriage,  and, 
therefore,  weU  adapted  for  the  banditti :  for  which  reafoa  they  have  alt 
been  bought  up.  They  are  capable  of  being  loaded  ieither  with  feyeralr 
balls  or  with  cartridge  fhot ;  with  which,  by  fcattering,  they  make 
dreadful  havock*  [ 

There  b  a  camiQa  fouadery^  »o4.  likewife  a  chemical  laborato^i^ 
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annexed  to  the  arfenal  The  whole  is  under  the  fuperintendancc  of  the 
learned  Count  Saluzzo ;  who  has  had  fo  great  a  fliare  in  regulating  the 
improvements  of  the  academy.  This  nobleman,  who,  to  great  learning 
and  fkill  in  war,  adds  the  dignified  manners  and  free  deportment  of  an 
antient  gentleman,  is  defcended  from  the  family  that  once  held  Saluzzo 
as  a  marquifate.  In  the  fixteenth  century,  two  brothers  contefted  their 
claims  to  this  dtftrifl:.  One  of  them  furrcndered  it  to  France :  but  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  foon  demanded  it  as  a  fief,  dependant  on  him,  and  took 
it  from  the  French.  It  was  afterward  conquered  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France;  and  again,  in  the  year  1601,  ceded  to  Savoy. 

I  and  my  wife,  the  firft  afternoon  that  was  convenient,  went  upon 
the  Coffo.  This  is  the  name  of  ,a  charming  public  place;  where,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  every  evening,  from  five  to  fix,  the  nobility 
affemble:  though  they  come  rather  to  exhibit  themfelves  and  their 
equipage,  than  to  converfe  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  profpe6k  on  the  Po. 
Fafhion  is  honoured  here,  in  preference  to  Nature.  On  the  banks  of 
the  river,  near  the  city,  is  the  beautiful  royal  caftle  of  Valentin;  which 
the  prefent  King  has  granted  to  his  chamberlain  in  chief,  as  a  fummer 
refidence.     T  he  garden  annexed  to  it  is  applied  to  botanical  fludies. 

Sluices  are  carried  through  the  ftreets,  to  cleanfe  them,  by  means  of 
a  canal,  which  receives  its  waters  from  the  Dora.  Thefe  fluices  flow 
through  drains  into  the  Po;  by  which  means  the  city  is  always  clean. 
There  are  many  large  fquares  here,  among  which  that  of  St.  Charles 
is  the  mofl  fpacious  and  beautiful.  The  buildings  are  handfotoe,  and 
it  has  extenfive  arcades  on  each  fide. 

We  went  to  vifit  the  Marquis  of  Garanzana,  who  is  fecretary  of  war, 
at  his  vineyard ;  from  which  we  had  a  view  of  all  Piedmont,  properly 
fo  called,  and  a  part  of  the  county  of  Afti.  At  a  little  diftance  on  a 
hill  below  us,  we  faw  the  royal  caftle  of  Montecalieri,  in  the  front  of 
which  two  rivulets  pour  their  waters  into  the  Po.  Here  too  wie  had  a 
long  profpedi  of  the  Po,  whofe  windings  have  a  delightful  ferpentine 
appearance.    The  fertile  plains  feem  like  another  pafadife;    Arable 
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lands,  vineyards,  meadows,  and  paftures,  with  interchangeable  variety, 
are  feen:  while  the  poplar,  the  mulberry,  and  innumerable  fruit  trees, 
caft  their  (hades  around,  and  look  like  fo  many  pleafure  groves*  The 
Po  meanders  through  the  plains ;  till,  at  laft,  it  lofes  idelf,  among  the 
diftant  poplars,  as  if  to  relieve  the  flatnefs  which  might  elfe  fatigue  the 
eye :  and,  at  the  fartheft  limits  of  the  horizon,  the  proud  Alps  ftand, 
linked  with  another  chain  of  mountains  that  unite  them  to  the  Apen- 
nines. 

It  was  here  that  Hannibal  (hewed  his  wearied  army  the  rich  Eu- 
ropean plains :  or,  if  it  were  not  here,  it  might  well  have  been  here. 
I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you  that,  owing  to  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
prefent  fummer,  the  foliage  is  nearly  as  much  faded  as  it  is  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  or  even  in  Denmark,  at  the  fame  feafon. 

The  mulberry,  which  having  been  deprived  of  its  firft  leaves  has 
fprouted  a  fecond  time,  is  the  pnly  tree  that  is  entirely  green.  The 
flowers  ftill  bloom,  in  youth  and  beauty ;  and  now,  while  I  am  writing, 
carnations,  rofes,  gillyflowers,  and  double  violets,  which  the  gardener 
on  this  ddightful  day  has  juft  gathered  for  my  wife,  are  perfuming 
the  chamber  in  which  I  fit. 

The  grapes  here  are  excellent^and  of  various  kinds.  The  wine  comr- 
monly  drunk  here  is  not  agreeable  to  Germans :  it  is  either  too  acid, 
too  heavy,  or  too  fweet.  I  have  now  however  drunk  of  the  white  and 
red  vino  amaiilf;  both  of  which  were  made  from  the  vineyards  of  the. 
Marquis,  and  both  of  which  are  exctellcint:  efpecially  the  red,  which, 
pearly,  as  the  aril  de  p^drix  of  .Cham{mgne»  unites  the  charming  flavour 
of  the  ra{berry  with  the  fine  glow  of  the  grape. 

The  red*  and  white  veined  triiffle,  which  is  peculiar  to  this  country,, 
is  much  preferred  to  the  black,  by  the  inhabitants;  of  which  laft  they 
have,  plenty.  The  truffle  hound  vras  firfl  brought  to  Germany  from 
Piedmont. 

.  .Tb«  oiCtle!  of  thlA  country  are  more  tame  than  thofe  of  Switzerland,. 
butctpsilJyiWgp.     Tlitfy  are.aH.cithfit.df  a  cLear'biJown  or  pale  yellow 
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colour;  thofe  few  of  the  Poliih  breed  excepted  which  are  of  a  white 
grey*     For  ploughing  and  far  draft,  the  farnaers  prefer  them  to  horfes. 

Their  waggons  are  low,  and  very  ftrong  beneath ;  andl  believe  that, 
if  they  be  loaded  with  a  proper  equipoife,  it  would  be  difficult  to  over- 
turn them.  The  backward  bent  (haft,  to  the  upper  bending  of  which^ 
the  chains  of  the  (haft  oxen  are  faflened,  rifes  nearly  an  ell  higher  than 
their  horns,  It  may  be  drawn  downward  by  the  ftrength  of  the  cat* 
tie ;  but  does  not  run  the  danger,  in  that  cafe,  as  is  frequent  with  us, 
of  being  difplaced,  when  the  road  is  uneven,  by  the  quick  afcent  of  the 
fliaft.  The  pull  of  the  cattle  is.  entirely  from  the  yoke ;  they  have  no 
fide  harneis. 

The  farmers  here,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  not  prc4}rietors  of  the 
land :  but  they  are  not  ferfs.  What  follows  is  the  general  ftate,  in: 
Piedmont,  of  the  landlord  and  farmer.  The  ground  and  the  houfe  be- 
long to  the  landlord.  The  farmer  has  a  Icafe  for  three  years;  which 
leafe  may  b«  continually  renewed,  but  muft  not  be  made  for  a  longer 
period.  For  the  poffeffion  of  his  farm,  which  is  here  called,  a  cq/ino^ 
the  farmer,  gives  half  the  produce  of  his  lands,  his  wine,  and  his  raw 
nik«  He  enjoys  however  the  whole  produce  of  a  certain  fmall  part  oF 
hk  vineyard,  and  of  a  number  of  mulberry  trees*  He  pays  a  fmall 
rent  for  his  hay;  but  farmers  4are  neither  fcU  their  hay  nor  their  ftraw« 
The  firft  they  ufe  aa  fodder,  and  the  lad  aslitter ;  by  which  their  cattle 
are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  their  land  is  well  manured,  tn*  the< 
neighbourhood  of  the  city,  ift^d,  they  are  permitted  to  fell"  a  certain 
quantity  of  both  {  cm  conditioA  that  they  load  thehr  carts  back  with 
fome  kind  of  rubbilh. 

The  farmers  g^lnconOderable  fume,  by  theip  trade  ineattle.  They 
purchafe  yourig  oxen,  in  Switzerhuid,  in*  autumn;  at  which  feafon; 
for  waiit  of  hay,  they  are  cheap  in^  that  country*  After,  tiiey  bavex 
been  ufed  in  agriculture,  the  pafturea  into  which  they  are  turned  aare  fa 
rich  that  they  fell  to  great  advantnge.  They  Uhewife  fell  thteir  ealves 
at  a  dear  rates  e^eeidly'totbeiblutb&tsaiits^m  t)w  '^ 
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The  fame  kind  of  regulations,  with  local  varieties^  prevail  through 
the  general  ftatefi  of  Italy ;  and  thefe  regulations  appear  to  me  to  have 
much  good  in  them.  I  could  only  wi(h  that,  after  the  example  of  Eng* 
land,  the  leafes  were  for  a  longer  period.  The  precaution  in  favour  of 
beirs^  left  the  farms  (hould  be  leafed  at  an  undervalue,  feems  to  have 
given  occaiion  to  thefe  ihort  leafes* 


LETTER     XXXIL 

Turin,  30th  Odtober  1791. 

W  O  fliort  leagues  from  Turin,  is  the  height  on  which 
the  church  called  La  Superga  is  built ;  and  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  places  of  Italy,  confeqiiently  of  Europe.  This  height  over- 
looks the  plains  of  all  Piedmont,  as  far  as  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  Alps 
and  Apennines.  The  church  was  built  on  this  height  in  the  year  1706,, 
in  confequence  of  a  vow  to  the  holy  virgin,  made  by  Vidor  Amadeus 
the  Second,  when  the  French  were  befie^ng  Turin,  to  induce  her  to 
affift  him  to  raife  the  fiege.  This  help  was  fent  him,  in  the  perfon  of 
the  great  Eugene,  who  led  the  imperial  forces  j  and  in  that  of  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt,  who  commanded  the  Pruflians. 

There  is  a  large  building  annexed  to  the  church,  which  is  inhabited 
by  twelve  canons,  who  are  provided  for  as  a  part  of  the  eftablifhment.! 
The  whole  has  a  ftiiking.  appearance  of  grandeur,  and  magnificence. 
The  church  is  ornamented  with  a  cupola,  on  the  fides  of  which  two> 
fmall  towers  are  built.  Facing  the  entrance  there  is  an  ornamental  and 
Boble  row  of  pillars..  The  church  bin  the  form  of  a  Grecian  crofs :  that 
is,  a  crols  the  length  ahd  fcveadth  of  which  are  equal*  The  pictures  do 
not  appear  to  me  by  aay  means  fo  beautiful  as  the  three  bafa'  reliefs^ 
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over  the  altars.  The  largeft,  over  the  high  altar,  reprefents  the  raifing 
the  (lege  of  Turin.  The  holy  virgin,  with  the  child  Jefus,  is  fufpended 
over  the  army:  at  the  head  of  which  arc  Vidor  Amadeus,  and  Prince 
Eugene. 

The  beauty  of  the  well  difpofed  ornaments,  the  pillars,  of  the  white 
marble  of  Carara  and  the  red  of  Piedmont,  and  the  height  of  the  cu- 
pola, produce  altogether  a  grand  e£fed.  Whether,  as  fome  affirm,  of- 
fences have  been  committed  againft  the  rules  of  architedlure  is  a  quef- 
tion  which  I  am  not  qualified  to  decide  :  but  great  beauty  is  not  incom- 
patible with  defeiSk ;  and  the  former  has  certainly  been  attained,  in  a 
building  the  afpeft  of  which,  at  its  entrance,  infpires  a  fenfation  of 
grandeur  and  benevolence. 

Over  the  inner  entrance  of  the  church  is  the  following  infcription : 

VIRGINI  GENITRICI  VICTOR  AMADEUS  SARDINIiE  REX  BBLLO  GAL- 
LICO  VOVIT,  PULSIS  HOSTIBUS  EXTRUXIT  DEDICAVITQUE. 

Fonved  to  the  Virgin  Mother ^  by  FiBor  Amadeut^  King  of  Sardinia^  v)hen  at  vjar  with  France : 
and,  his  enemies  being  vanquijhedf  ereiied  and  dedicated. 

The  royal  fepulchral  vault  is  under  the  church.  The  coffins  are 
grand,  and  nobly  ornamented.  It  is  a  lingular  cuftom,  which  is  efta- 
blifhed,  that  the  King  who  died  lad  is  to  be  buried  in  one  particular 
grave,  out  of  which  his  predeceffor  is  to  be  removed.  The  prefent  king 
feems  to  have  felt  the  inconvenience  of  this  cuftom.  The  body  of  his 
father,  which  has  indeed  been  buried  as  the  lafl  deceafed  in  this  dedi- 
cated grave,  is  inclofed  in  a  magnificent  coffin ;  on  which  is  an  infcrip- 
tion, that  begins  thus : 

SEMPITERN^  MEMORI-ffii  ET  QUIETi: 

Sacred  to  eternal  remembrance  aM  repofe 

The  canons  have  an  excellent  library ;  which  is  particularly  rich  in 
the  writings  of  the  fathers ;  and  is  well  provided  in  the  claffics,  and  in 
the  works  of  good  modern  authors. 

We 
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Wc  were  not  fatisfied  with  the  grand  profpedt  from  the  terrace,  but 
afcended  the  fmall  (laircafe,  which  leads  to  the  narrow  outlet  at  the  top 
of  the  cupola;  where,  at  a  fingle  view,  we  beheld  one  of  the  fublimeft 
fpedacles  in  nature:  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  the  meanders  of  the  Po, 
the  whole  fhining  circle  of  the  fnowcovered  Alps,  and  after  thefe 
a  range  of  the  Apennines.  The  fky  was  entirely  ^lear,  and  the  dazzling 
brightnefs  of  the  fnowy  mountains  drew  our  attention  from  the  cupola 
of  Milan,  which  may  fometimes  be  difcovered  from  this  place:  but  our 
eyes  were  fixed  on  the  more  grand  and  beautiful  objedts,  by  which  we 
were  furrounded. 

Judging  from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  we  imagined  that  we 
could  difcover  Mont  Blanc,  among  this  magnificent  ridge  of  Alps ;  but 
our  guide  could  give  us  no  information  on  the  fubjed.  I  need  not 
inform  you  that  the  glaciers,  feen  from  this  place,  do  not  appear  to  be 
the  farthefl  limits  of  the  horizon,  but  as  confining  it ;  as  grand  obje&s ; 
fearful,  yet  fublime  in  their  approach.  Beneath  us  lay  Turin  j  next  to 
that  Rivoli ;  and  afterward  many  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  cafUes,  as 
upon  a  map.  All  that  is  produced  by  the  hand  of  man  here  looks  dimi* 
nutive  j  and  nature,  eternal  and  ever  youthful  nature,  feems  only  to  be 
vifible.  The  Po,in  all  its  beauty,  winds  along  the  laughing  plains :  the 
Alps,  in  all  their  grandeur,  tower  like  the  walls  of  God. 

La  Veijeria  is  the  principal  country  palace  of  the  King  ;  and  is  fitu- 
ated  about  two  leagues  and  a  half  from  Turin.  The  Royal  Family 
always  remain  here  fifty  days,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year.  The  church 
is  beautiful :  the  pakce  contains  handfome  apartments,  and  the  gar- 
den is  very  large ;  but  entirely  laid  out  in  the  French  tafte,  and  pro- 
bably by  Le  Notre  himfelf,  who  was  at  Turin. 

The  orangery  is  a  noble  building  ;  and  the  trees  that  belong  to  it 
were  not  returned  into  the  green-houfe  till  this  week.     Weihave- lately  * 
had  foihe  cold  days.     Reaumur'ff  thermometer  has  frequently,  at  an 
early  hour,  been  only  five  degrees  above  the  freezing  point  j  and  at' 
feven  o'clock  this  morning  it  was  only  two  degrees*      ; 

VoL,L  Ee  Count 
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Count  Morozzo,  wlio  is  the  diredor  of  the  academy,  has  (hewn  us 

that  building  and  the  high  obfervatory.    From  this,  ^e  could  overlook 

the  whole  city,  and  the  country,  far  around.     We  were  delightfully 

furprifed,  while  the  Count,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  geography 

of  the   country  J  pointed  out  the  whole  courfe  of  the  gigantic  Alps  j 

which  begin  on  the  limits  of  Provence  and  Dauphine  :  then,  in  different 

diredions*  feparate  Savoy  from  Piedmont,  and  from  Valais,  afterward 

lofe  themfelves  in  the  country  of  the  GrifonS,  and  divide  Tyrol  from  Italy. 

Count  Morozzo  (hewed  us  the  model  of  a  fmall  turret,  which  is  to 

be  built  over  the  academy.     It  is  to  be  convex  at  the  top  and  pointed  j 

and  fo  contrived  that,  by  the  aid  of  eafily  governable  machinery,  it  can 

be  turned  in  any  diredion.     By  this  means,  the  telefcope  may  fo  be 

placed  that  the  whole  canopy  of  heaven  may  be  feen  through  a  few 

openings  at  the  top. 

This  morning,  I  was  prefented  to  the  king  and  the  royal  family,  at 
Montecalieri.  His  majefty  is  (ixty-five  years  old,  and  has  an  animated 
appearance.  He  is  much  honoured  and  beloved  by  his  fubjeds ;  which 
he  has  well  deferved,  by  his  dignity  of  charader,  and  faithful  admi- 
niftration  of  public  affairs.  The  prince  royal  of  Piedmont  appears  to 
hiave  much  animation ;  and  certainly  has,  at  prefeht,  the  welfare  of 
the  country  at  heart. 

The  poUtcnefs  with  which  the  nobility  of  this  country  receive 
ftrangers  is  confpicuous  in  the  royal  family. 

Henry  the  Fourth  prided  himfelf  on  the  honour  of  his  being  the  firft 
gentleman  in  the  kingdom ;  and  France  found  itfelf  happy  imder  the 
government  of  a  polifhed  hero,  who  was  a  patriot  king ;  or,  at  leaft, 
to  his  people  he  has  fully  realized  this  imaginary  character,  and  given 
them  as  mUch  fatisfa£kion  as  perhaps  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  within 
the  power  of  a  king. 

The  mufeum  of  the  univerfity  contains  many  curiofities«  Among  its 
valuable  colle<aion  of  antiques  is  a  fleeping  Cupid,  of  white  marble,  of 
th^  fize  of  life ;  and  of  uncommon  beauty.     He  lie^  extended,  with 
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drooping  wings,  on  a  lion^s  hide  ;  his  left  leg  turned  under  his  right, 
while  the  gentle  life  of  fleep  breathes  through  the  whole  form  of  the 
charming  boy. 

Two  ^Egyptian  figures,  feated,  one  of  which  reprefents  the  goddefs 
^luros  with  a  cat's  face,  the  other  apparently  a  prieft,  appear  to  be  of 
the  higheft  antiquity. 

The  table  of  Ifis  is  the  moft  remarkable  curiofity.  It  is  of  black 
marble,  with  many  Egyptian  figures  and  hieroglyphics  encrufted  ia 
filver.  It  was  difcovered  at  Rome,  in  the  place  where  formerly  a  tem- 
ple of  Ifis  ftood.  The  Egyptian  worfhip,  which,  in  defpite  of  the  op- 
pofition  made  by  the  fenate,  more  than  once  gained  a  footing  in 
Rome,  was  openly  indulged,  or  rather  favoured,  in  the  times  of  the 
Casfars.  This  table  was  once  in  the  poiTeifion  of  the  learned  Cardinal 
Peter  Bembo  ;  and  afterward  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua.  In  the  year 
1630,  when  Mantua  was  taken  and  plundered  by  the  Auftrians, 
Cardinal  Para  obtained  it,  and  prefentedit  to  th^  Duke  of  Savoy.  It 
has  ben  fomewhat  damaged  by  the  rapacity  of  the  foldiers  ;  who  tore 
away  a  few  of  the  inlaid  figures,  for  the  fake  of  the  filver.  The  draw* 
ings  that  were  made  of  it  having  been  thought  imperfect,  it  has  how 
been  engraved. 

I  faw  fome  beautiful  mofaic  works^  that  had  been  difcovered  in 
Sardinia.  Having  been  damaged  by  age,  they  have  moft  of  them  been 
repaired.  The  art  of  repairing  them  is  no  lefs  ingenious  than  that  by 
which  old  paintings  have  been  transferred  lo  new  canvas.  Canvas  is 
fpread  upon  a  table,  and  rubbed  over  with  pitch  :  the  cement  which 
holds  the  fmall  ftones  together,  on  the  other  fide,  is  then  loofened^  and 
the  ftones  are  placed  upon  the  canvas  in  the  pitchy  mafs,  which  is  fo  pre* 
pared  that,  though  moift  at  the  prefent,  it  will  harden.  The  canvas  is  then 
feparated  from  it,  and  the  work  afterward  appears  in  all  its  recovered 
beauty.  People  are  at  prefent  employed  in  thus  recovering  an  Or- 
pheus, playing  upon  the  lyre.  Various  wild  animals,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  fable,  are  fuppofcd  to  have  liftened  to  Orpheus,  the  ferocity 
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of  which  monfters  his  mufic  had  the  power  to  tame,  have  been  entirely 
reftored. 

The  cabinet  of  medals  contains  many  beautiful  antient  coins.  There 
are  fifty-five  thoufand  volumes  in  the  library,  and  about  two-th<^ufand 
manufcripts.  Among  the  latter  is  a  Pliny,  of  the  fifteenth,  .and  a 
Dante  of  the  fourteenth,  century ;  both  remarkably  beautiful;  The. 
Pliny  is  ornamented  with  well  executed  illuminations,  which  are  con- 
Ibnant  to  the  fubjedt. 

Among  the  printed  books  is  a  bible,  in  eleven  folio  volumes  and  four 
different  languages :  the  Hebrew,  the  Chaldaic,  the  Greek,  and  the 
Latin.  Philip  the  fecond  King  of  Spain  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.     I  think  I  never  haye  feen  fo  beautiful  an  impreflion* 

There  are  various  curiofities,  in  Turin  and  its  neighbourhood,  which 
I  have  not  been  able  to  examine.  I  have  not  only  left  the  rake  at  home^ 
which  a  certain  defcription  of  travellers  ufe,  whofe  purpofe  is  a  trading 
voyage ;  but  I  have  likewife  negleded  many  things  that  might  be 
worthy  the  notice  of  a  rational  gleaner.  I  have  neither  feen  the  country 
feat  called  Stupinigi^  which  is  very  celebrated,  nor  the  Queen's  vine* 
yard.     I  have  feen  but  a  few  of  the  churches,  and  thofe  only  curforily. 

Turin  is  very  populous.     The  ftreets  are  full  of  people ;  though  the. 
court,  the  greateft  part  of  the  nobility,  and  many  ftudents  and  pro- 
feffional  men,  to  the  number  of  three  thoufand,  are  abfent ;  it  being, 
now  vacation.     In  winter,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  eftimated  at 
nearly  one-hundred  thouCind. 

The  high  arcades,  which  adorn  the  Po-ftreet  and  various  others  of 
the  beil  ftreets,  are  filled  with  fhops.  The  number  of  tradefmen  and 
mechanics,  who  cxpofe  their  wares  for  fale,  h  extraordinarily  great. 

In  the  great  fquare,  the  people  aflemble  to  gaze  at  the  tricks  which 
are  played  by  jugglers  ;  or  to  liften  to  the  quack  dodors,  who  ftand 
on  a  high  fcafibld  with  monkeys  by  their  fide.  The  quack  appeals  to 
his  monkey,  who  pretends  to  be  fick,  for  the  recommendation  of  his 
medicines  j  and  by  this  mummery  addrcflcs  himfelf  to  his  wife  audi- 
tors. 
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tors*  I  was  not  fo  much  furprifed  at  the  ludicrous  gravity  of  the  doc- 
tor, who  had  a  part  to  a^t,  as  at  the  ferious  attention  of  the  gaping 
multitude,  Though  I  do  not  think  they  confider  him  as  a  great  con- 
juror, yet  they  dafeem  to  rank  him  as  one  of  their  virtuofi  ^  and  of  a 
peculiar  kind.  It  appears  to  me  that  whatever  relates  to  the  art  of 
a^ing  is  a  thing  of  great  importance,  among  the  Italians.  Either  I 
miftake,  or,  what  Cicero  faid  of  the  Greeks  of  his  age  may,  with  great 
truth,  be  applied  to  this  people  :  Natio  comada  ejl. 


LETTER     XXXHI. 

Genoa,  3d  November  I  Tgii 

W  E  departed  for  Villa  Nova  on  the  3.1ft  of  Odober,  in  the 
afternoon;  aridjputneycd  thrbijgh  the  pleafant  and.  fertile  plains  of 
Lombardy.  The  following  day  at  noon,,  we  were  af  Afti  j .  which  is  a 
verji  antient  and  in- part  well  built  town  ;  and,  ia  the  Roman  timesj. 
w;is  called  Afta  Pompeia« 

We  pafled  the  evening  at  Felizzano.  Betw.een  this  little  place  and 
Aleffandria,  we  found  the  next  morning  the  roa^w^s^ad;.  various  rivers, 
ianrd  particularly  the  Tanaro,  which  runs  through  Afti  and.  Aleffandria, 
had  overflowed  &am  the  rains,  and  injured  the  roads  and  bridges.  Alef- 
fandria is  a  tolerable  town.  It  lies  in. the  Piedmont  diftrid::  of  Milan-; 
which,  in  the  yeiar  1703,  was  ceded. at  the  treaty  of  Turin  by  Auftf ia 
ta  Savdy.  It  was  built  toward  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  by  the 
citizens  di  Milan,  Cremona^  and  Placenza ;  as  a  place  of  refuge  againft 
the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Firft.  You  may  remember  that  moft  of  the 
Italian  cities  were  of  the  party,  of  the  Guelphs,.and  were  in  favour  of 
the  Popes,  whofe.eKcomiQunicatidnswece  iffue4  againft  the.  £mperoi:s 
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of  Germany ;  and  efpecially  again  ft  the  powerful  houfe  of  Hohenftau* 
fen  ;  though  fometimes  inefFedually.  The  new  town,  Aleilandriay  in* 
the  year  1178  was  named  after  rope  Alexander  the  Thirdi.  The  title  of 
dellaPaglia  (of  the  ftraw)  was  given  it,  not  as  fonie  havefalfely  main-, 
tained  becaufe  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  bum  firawinftead  of  wood, 
but  becaufe  the  Ghibelin  fadlion  mocked  at  the  builders  of  a  town,  the 
walls  of  which  were  compofed  of  clay  and  ftraw.  Frederic  notwith- 
ftanding,  after  a  tedious  fiege,  was  obliged  to  quit  thefe-walls,      *  : 

The  Latin  infcription  ia  the  interior  of  the  high  church, which  men- 
tions this  occurrence,  does  not  mention  the  Emperor  with  the  oflfenfivc 
epithet  Barbarofla  ;  but  the  more  elegant  Latin,  jEnobarba  :  which  in 
the  Roman  ages  was  applied  to  the  race  of  Domitian. 

The  town  has  a  confiderable  trade  ;  particularly  in  cotton,  (ilk,  and 
the  merchandize  of  the  Eaft.  It  is  fituated  between  the  Tanaro  and 
the  river  Bormia,  in  a  fruitful  plain,  that  is  very  rich  in  mulberry 
trees*  It  is  no  proof  of  the  induftry  nor  much  to  the  honour  of  the 
pountry  of  Piedmont,  that  it  barters  miicTiTaw.j6&  forfilfc  after  it  is 
manufactured.  The  fields  and  paftures,  m  this  country,  arexut  through 
with  drains;  which  receive  the  water  and  prevent  the  bad  cffefts  of 
inundations.  The  fides  of  thefe  drains  are  planted  with  hedges,  which 
fupply  the  inhabitants  with  firewood.  The  large  da/k-biye  grapes.; of 
thefe  parts  are  excellent.  One  regiment  of  cavalry,  aad  two  of  iofantry, 
are  ftationed  in  garrifon  at  Aleflandria*  .    ;  r 

Yefterday  afternoon,  we  left  Aleiflandria,  and  proceeded  to  Novi  j 
and  faw  the  Apennine  mountains,  with  their  tops  covered  with  fnow^ 
immediately  before  us.  Thefe  famous  mountains  appeared  to.;Usr  but 
a  row  of  hills,  compared  to  the  towering  white  Alps  ;  which,  ilthougji 
at  a  diftance,  feemed  as  if  they  were  in  our  neighbourhoQd,  whe^ev/^ 
we  turned  to  look  at  their  beaming  fummits. 

The  territories  of  Genoa  began  at  a  (hort  diftance  before  we  reached 
Novi ;  which  is  a  well  built  little  town.  Here  we  found,  what  we  had 
£b  much  wiihed  for  in  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  a. cleanly  iqn^ 
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We  fet  off  early  in  the  morning,  that  we  might-reach  Genoa  before  the 
gates  were  fhut  The  road  leads  through  valleys,  and  over  fome  heights 
of  the  Apennines  ;  the  moft  celebrated  of  which  form  what  is  called  La 
Bocchetta.  As  we  proceeded  over  thefe  mountains,  we  met  an  un- 
common number  of  loaded  mules,  and  afles.  Some  of  the  heights  are 
rude  and  craggy  ;  but  moft  of  them  are  planted  with  the  genuine  chef- 
nut  tree.  We  had  all  along  anticipated  the  pleafure  we  fliould  have  at 
the  Bocchetta,  by  viewing  from  thefe  heights  the  Mediterranean  fea : 
but  a  thick  cloud  difagreeably  robbed  us  of  this  noble  profpeft  j  for  we 
had  defcended  into  the  valley  before  it  had  difperfed. 

There  is  a  very  diftinguifliable  difference  in  the  feafons,  between  the 
north  and  fouth  fide  of  the  Apennines*  On  the  north,  the  leaves  were 
all  faded  ;  here  they  were  ftill  green.  The  chefnut  trees  are  of  a  fu.- 
perior  growth  :  the  mulberry  and  the  fig  tree  are  uncommonly  large  j 
and  in  Campo  Marone,  where  we  baited  at  noon^  we  faw  in  the  open 
air  a  tall  laurel  tree* 

A  continued  and  heavy  rain  robbed  us  of  the  beauty  of  our  journey 
from  Campo  Marone  to  Geaoa.  Our  way  led  us  befide  the  river  Bifa* 
geo  ;  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean,  not  far  from  Genoa* 
This  country  muft formerly  have  been  very  diflScult  to  travel;  but,  in  the 
year  1778,  a  magnificent  road  was  made,  which,  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years,  employed  from  five  to  eight  hundred  men,  and  at  the  expence  of 
the  patrician  family  Cambiafi*  The  republic  is  indebted  to  the  nobility 
for  public  bwldings^  and  foundations,  which  would  do  honour  to  a 
monarch. 

Iminediately  before  we  came  to  Genoa,  we  had  at  laft  a  fight  of  the 
fea }  the  expeded  delight  of  which  we  had  been  fo  long  indulging* 
We  paffed  many  beautiful  country  lioufes,  belonging  to  the  Geooefe, 
before  we  came  to  the  city.  The  fite  of  Genoa  is  theatrical  in  its  formj^ 
lifing  from  the  fhore  in  a  curve  like  a  fickle.  The  rain  and  the  dufk 
of  the  evening  greatly  concealed  ai  profpedl,  which,  infpite  of  thefe  dii^ 
advantages,  waft  iftiil  highly  grand,  and  beautiful. 
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LETTER    XXXIV. 

Genoai  4th  November  1751. 

X  HIS  city  is  of  very  high  antiquity,  and  of  very  doubtful 
origin.  Though  fome  of  the  antients  have  called  this  the  chief  city  of 
Liguria,  they  have  taken  the  name  in  its  limited  fignificatioft,  as  it  is 
now  Applied  to  the  territory  of  Genoa.  In  thofe  times,  the  name  of 
Liguria  was  given  to  the  whole  extent  of  country  which  lies  between 
the  Rhone  and  Arno.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  antient  writers,  who 
have  called  Taurafia,  or  Turin,  the  chief  city  of  Liguria,  meant  by  the 
latter,  that  part  of  the  great  Liguria  which  extends  ftom  the  Po  to  the 
Apennines,  and  is  now  called  Piedmont.  The  Greek  and  Roman  name 
of  this  city  was  the  fame :  we  call  it  Genoa  j  the  Italians  Genova. 
In  the  barbarous  ages,  there  were  fome  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Jartua; 
and  hence  derived  its  origin,  from  the  antient  Janus,  who  reigned  in 
Italy  fifteen  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

Genoa  was  early  allied  to  the  Romans;  and,  in  the  fecond  Piinic 
war,  was  deftroyed  by  Mago,  the  brother  of  Hannibal.  An  antient 
infcription  proves  that  it  afterward  became  a  Roman  municipal,  city. 
When  the  Oftro-Goths  overran  the  Roman  Empire,  this  city  fell  under 
their  jurifdidlion  j  but  was  again  recovered  by  Belifarius.  It  was  af- 
terward laid  wafte  by  the  Saracens,  and  Lombards.  Charlemagne 
was  the  laft  who  took  it ;  and  he  reftored  it  to  its  antient  freedom. 
His  fon  Pepin,  however,  gave  it  to  Adhemar,  a  Frenchman,  with  the 
title  of  Count.  The  yoke  of  thefe  counts  was  Ihaken  off  by  iht  Geno- 
efe,  in  the  eleventh  century  j  and  they  then  appointed  Confuls.  Even 
in.thefe  times,  the  city  was  furrounded  with  walls;  and  divided  into 
fix  parts,  with  a.  tribune  over  each  divifion. 

Quarrels  foon  divided  the  citizens,  who  chdfe  a  foreigner  to  be  their 
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podcfta^  or  dxief  magiftrate  ;  but,  weary  of  this,  they  appointed  a  go- 
veriuor;  and  afterward  ele^d  a  doge,  from  the  nobility  and  the 
citizens. 

They  were  induced,  by  new  difturbances,  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  power  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  of  France,  In  the  year  1409,  they 
broke  the  chains  with  which  they  had  fettered  themfelves,  put  the 
French  garrifon  to  death,  and  fubjefted  themfelves  to  the  Marquis  of 
Montferrat.  Four  years  afterward,  they  recovered  their  liberties,  and 
once  more  eleded  a  doge :  but  they  foon  became  tributary  to  the 
Duke  of  Milan  ;  and  again,  in  the  year  1436,  regained  their  free- 
dom* In  the  year  1458,  they  oiice  more  fubjefted  themfelves  to  the 
French ;  and  in  three  years  the  people  afferted  their  former  rights, 
and  reinftituted  the  doge.  They  once  more  offered  themfelves  to  Lewis 
the  Eleventh  j  who  replied  that,  if  Genoa  were  his,  he  would  confign 
it  to  the  Devih 

After  this,  the  city  was  torn  by  inteflinc  divifions  ;  by  the  faftions 
of  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibelins,  and  by  the  contefts  between  the  fami- 
lies of  Adomo  and  Fregofo.  The  emperors  of  Germany,  the  kings  of 
France,  and  the  dukes  of  Milan,  governed  it  in  turns ;  and  it  was  on 
the  brink  of  deftruAion  when  the  naval  hero,  Andrea  Doria,  one  of  the 
greatcft  men  Italy  ever  produced,  fnatched  it  from  the  arms  of  France, 
and  once  more  reftored  it  to  freedom.  It  was  in  his  own  choice  to 
have  been  the  monarch  of  his  country  :  but  he  nobly  declined  the  fo« 
vareign  rule ;  and  was  more  honoured  by  the  thankful  citizens,  when 
they  gave  him  the  high  title  of  Father  of  his  country,  than  he  could 
bave  been,  had  he  obtained  the  empire  of  the  world.  Since  that 
iSme  Genoa  has  ufuallybeen  allied  with  Spain. 

In  the  year  1 684,  it  was  bombarded  by  the  French  5  and  obtained  peace 
only  on  the  moft  humiliating  conditions.  The  doge,  who,  according  to 
law,  was  nearer  tobe  abfent,  was  obliged,  withfourfenators,  to  makeajour- 
*iey  to  VerfeJtles;  there  to  pay  homage  to  the  arrogant  Lewis  the  Four- 
teenth. While  they  were  Ihewnig  him  the  parts  of  this  new  magnificent 
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patace,  he  was  afked,  what  of  all  the  things  he  had  feen  he  thought  the 
mod  furprifing  ?  He  replied,  with  a  fatiric  fmile.  It  was  to  fee  the 
Doge  of  Genoa  at  Verfailles, 

The  conftitution  of  this  free  ftate  is  an  ariftocracy :  or  rather  an 
oligarchy.  The  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  patricians  ;  who 
are  divided  into  the  old  and  new  nobility.  This  diftindlion  firft  began 
with  eight-and- twenty  families  ;  that,  in  the  year  1588,  were  feparated 
by  Doria  from  the  reft.  However,  the  antient  nobility  do  not  date  higher 
-than  the  twelfth  century.  Since  that  tim«,  other  noble  families  have 
been  added  to  the  antient  nobility.  The  new  nobility  confift  of  about 
five  hundred  families ;  at  the  head  of  whom  are  the  Giuftiniani^  who 
are  properly  of  the  antient  nobility* 

The  new  nobility  was  formerly  excluded  from  the  chief  offices  of  the 
State.  Their  privileges  are  now  equal  to  thofe  of  the  antient  race; 
though  the  latter  enjoy  more  power  and  refpeS.  The  .doge  is  eleded 
once  in  two  years ;  and  is  alternately  chofen  from  the  old  and  new 
nobility.  He  has  the  precedence  of  fpeech  and  place,  in  all  their  public 
aflemblies  ;  and,  after  his  two  years  have  expired,  complaints  may  be 
lodged  againft  him,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days.  Should  judgment  be 
given  in  favour  of  the  accufers,  he  is  excluded  from  any  fliare  in  pu!> 
lie  affairs.     No  doge  can  be  re-eleded,  till  after  a  lapfe  of  ten  years. 

The  two  principal  public  bodies  are  the  governatoriy  and  the  procu^ 
ratori.  The  ftgnoria^  or  fenate,  confifts  of  the  twelve  governatori  and 
the  dog^.  The  procuratori  are  eight,  with  the  addition  of  thofe  doges 
who  have  been  in  office,  and  who  enjoy  this  privilege  for  life. 
Official  appointments  are  only  granted  for  two  years. 

The  fignoria  deliberates  on  the  moft  fecret  affairs  :  but  the  mofl  im» 
portant  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  great  council,  to  which 
xnuft  be  likewife  added  the  confent  of  the  procurator!.  To  the  latter 
the  fuperintendance  of  the  treafury  and  the  public  revenues  is  entrufted. 
All  the  nobility  who  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two,  have  beea 
three  years  citizens^  and  are  of  unfullted  reputation,  may  belong  to  the 
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great  council ;  which  muft  not  exceed  the  number  of  four. hundred. 
This  council  it  is  true  is  annually  eledled  ;  but  the  fame  members  arc 
always  re-chofen. 

The  legiflative  power  refides  in  the  great  council :  but  the  little  coun- 
cil^ which  confifts  of  the  governatori,  the  procurator!,  and  two  hundred 
counfellors,  has  a  predominating  influence. 

The  college  of  the  fupremi  fyndicatori  revifes  the  adminiftration  of 
the  doges,  the  governatori,  the  procuratori,  and  other  magiftrates,  as 
foon  as  they  have  laid  down  their  dignities.  Three  confervators  of 
peace,  and  two  confervators  of  laws^  are  chofen  every  other  year.  The 
latter  fuperintend  elections  ^  the  former  enquire  into  private  difputes  ; 
particularly  of  the  matrimonial  kind. 

Among  various  colleges,  or  committees,  which  I  (hall  omit  to  de- 
fcribe,  I  muft  not  forget  one,  whofe  office  is  worthy  of  univerfal  imi- . 
tation.  It  is  to  enquire  into  and  defend  the  rights  of  poor  prifoners.^ 
The  adminiftration  of  juftice,  which  is  called  rota  civile^  is  entrufted  to 
a  college  of  five  doiSors ;  who  are  foreigners,  and  who  are  eleded  to 
their  office  once  in  two  years.  Whether  the  college  of  penal  judges, 
rota  criminale^  confifts  of  foreigners  is  more  than  I  know.  The  reafon 
that  they  choofe  foreigners  for  the  adminiftration  of  public  juftice  is,  no  . 
doubt,  that  they  expe£t  more  impartiality  from  people  who  have  no 
connexion  in  the  country,  than  from  natives :  but  it  ought  to  have 
been  recollefted  that  judges,  who  continue  only  two  years  in  the 
country,  are  the  more  liable  to  be  corrupted..  Nor  can  it,  certainly,  be 
any  good  policy,  thus  degradingly  to  miftruft  their  own  citizens.  We 
indubitably  poflefs  very  excellent  courts  of  juftice,  in  Germany ;  on 
which  no  fhade  of  partiality  has  been  caft. 

The  bank  of  St.  George  is  a  kind  of  government  within  the  govern- 
ment :  for  Jt  has  its  own  laws,  magiftrates,  and  aflemblies.  The  per- 
fons  who  are  the  ftock-holders  are  the  members  of  this  government. 
Their  revenues  are  greater,  by  one  half,  than  thofe  of  the  republic  j  the 
income  of  which  does  not  exceed  a  million  of  dollars. 
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In  the  year  1 746,  this  bank  advanced  five  milUoni  of  dollars  to  the 
State  ;  and,  in  the  year  1751,  it  was  in  great  danger  of  bankruptcy : 
but  the  great  council  granted  it  aid,  by  eflablilhing  a  poll  tax  for 
twenty  years. 

The  council  of  the  reptrblic  annually  tleSt  a  procurator^  and  eight 
proteftors  ;  who  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

The  territories  of  the  republic  contain  ninety  German  fquare  miles^ 
allowing  fifteen  miles  to  a  degree  ;  and  its  population  is  eftimated  at 
four  hundred  thoufand  fouls«  The  country  is  mountainous,  and  fte- 
rile  ;  the  people  laborious  and  hardy.  This  is  tcftified  of  them  by  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus*.  Their  grain  is  infufHcient  for  their  own  confumption : 
but  this  is  amply  compenfated,  by  their  vineyards  and  their  orchards  of 
excellent  fruits.  Protefted  from  the  north  winds  by  the  Apennines^ 
they  enjoy  a  mild  climate ;  which  produces  fruits  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
Tufcanv,  and  only  equalled  by  the  fouthem  provinces  of  the  Church 
ftates.  The  lemon,  the  orange,  and  pomegranate,  ripen  on  trees 
that  ftand  in  the  open  air.  Of  almonds  and  figs  they  have  great  abun- 
dance ;  and  their  mulberry  and  olive  trees  are  innumerable. 

The  filk  manufadory  of  the  city  is  fo  extenfive  that  the  raw  filk, 
produced  in  their  own  territory^  is  an  infufficient  fupply :  they  are 
therefore  obliged  to  purchafe  more  from  the  two  Sicilies,  and  Pied- 
mont. The  oil  produced  at  the  preifes  of  St.  Remo  ia  acknowledged 
to  be  the  beft  in  Europe. 

From  the  multitude  and  beauty  o(  its  palaces,  the  city  deferves  the 
epithet  o{  La  Ju/>er^a9  or  the  magnificent ;  which  it  has  obtained.  Were 
it  not  for  the  narrownefs  of  the  Strada  Balbi,  and  the  Strada  Nuova, 
they  would  be  the  moft  beautiful  ftreets  in  the  world.  There  is  na 
place  from  which  their  lofty  palaces  can  be  properly  feen.  The  pave- 
ment isof  ftone,  with  three  rows  of  flags :  one  of  them,  in  (he  middle,, 
broad  ;  and  the  two  fides  next  to  t)ie  houfea  narrow.     The  fireets  are 
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kept  clean  with  remarkable  care.  Many  of  them  are  uncommonly 
narrow ;  and,  as  the  town  is  exceedingly  populous,  the  throng  is  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient.  The  houfes  arc  from  five  to  fix  ftories  high : 
and  I  have  even  counted  fome  that  were  feven  and  eight. 

A  little  French  work,  entitled  Defcription  des  beautes  de  Gines^ 
178 1*,  enumerates  and  defcribes  forty-three  palaces,  befide  the  palace 
of  the  Doge,  which  are  moft  of  them  built  in  a  noble  flyle :  though 
many  of  them  are  disfigured,  by  painted  pillars  and  other  intended  orna- 
ments. The  fituation,  on  the  fliore  of  the  Mediterranean,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  grandeft  and  moft  beautiful  in  the  world.  Built  in  the  form 
of  a  crefceht,  the  fhore  itfelf  having  the  fame  form,  the  city  rifes  on 
its  little  hills,  which  are  overhung  by  rocks.  The  haven  is  uncommon- 
ly  fpacious,  circular,  and  bounded  by  a  high  ftone  wall ;  round  which 
the  citizens  walk. 

Two  lighthoiifes  ftand  at  each  end  of  the  entrance  into  the  haven  : 
from  which  the  eye  lofes  itfelf  in  the  expanfe  of  waters.  A  much 
higher  lighthoufe  is  like  wife  built^  on  a.  rock  which  has  the  form  of  a 

cone. 

No  fooner  does  the  town  end  than  the  country  houfes  of  its  rich  citi- 
zens begin.  The  high  gardens  afford  repofe  to  the  eye,  when,  not  for 
much  fatigued  as  terrified  by  viewing  the  wild  waves,  it  turns  in  fearck 
of  more  tranquil  objeds.  Yet  it  cannot  long  refrain  fromi  revertiay 
again  to  the  mighty  deej^ ;  the  charms  of  which^  to  me,  appear  irre«- 
fiftible.  We  were  ftanding  on  a  wall,  that  was  at  leaft  fixteen  ells* 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea*  The  air  was.  calm,  yet  the  motion  of 
the  water  was  grand.  We  faw  the  IwelHng  waves  proceeding  froia  a. 
great  diftance,  till  at  laft  they  came  daihing,  with  the  noife  of  thun^ 
der,  againft  the  wsdls ;.  and  fprung,  vaulting  fo  fucioiifly  thftt  they  fa* 

luted  us  with  their  fpray  f* 

Whea 

•  A  defBripdoti  of tbft  bcmtits  sf  6«flf>s^ 

f  I  have  fisce  often  rematkcd,  in  Sicilj,  that  oneoC  die  geaeral  fignt  o£  tlir  Sdrocco  is^ 
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When  the  fky  is  clear,  the  coaft  of  Corfica  may  be  feen. 

Gefioa  is  a  free  port ;  but  not  fo  much  frequented,  by  foreign  na-  • 
tions,  as  Leghorn  :  partly  becaufe  it  is  not  quite  fo  fafe,  and  partly 
becaufe  the  privileges  of  foreigners  are  not  fo  great,  as  in  the  latter 
town.  The  limitations  here  are,  that  each  foreign  merchant  may  keep 
warehoufes ;  in  which,  during  a  year,  he  may  admit,  or  from  which  he" 
may  export,  his  merchandize  duty  free :  except  that,  if  this  merchan- 
dize fliould  be  purchafed  in  the  ftateox  city  of  Genoa,  he  muft  in  that 
cafe  pay  a  hea^y  duty. 

The  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  is  fuppofed  to  be  eighty 
thoufand.  The  fineft  profpedi  of  the  haven,  toward  the  Mediterra- 
nean, is  from  the  garden  of  the  great  palace  of  Doria;  which  is  built 
fronting  the  gate  on  the  .eaft  fide  of  the  city.  In  the  centre  of  the 
garden,  and  in  the  middle  of  a  large  fountain,  is  the  ftatue  of  Andrea 
Doria;  under  the  figure  ^f  Nept^me,  (landing  in  a  chariot  of  flicll8,and 
drawn  by  three  liorfee.  He  holds  a  trident  in  his  right  hand ;  and  his 
attitude  and  mien  arc  cQmaiajiding :  as  if,  in  the  words  of  Virgil,  he 
were  faying  I^ios  ego '!  He  is  furrounded  by  box  flirubs  and  cyprefs 
trees,  cut  »and  xlipped  i«  a  wretched  tafte,  equally  unworthy  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  place  .and  of  the  .man. 

On  one  fide  is  a  charming  alley  pf  the  large  evergreen  prickly  oak; 
the  leaves  of  which,  inform  ^nd  colour,  refemble  the  dark  laurel  leaves, 
or  theihining  foliage  which/v\fe  occafionally  find  in  the  prickly  holly- 
oak.     The  acorn  is- like  that  of  an  oak,  only  fomething  lefs. 

.On  the  other  fide  is  aniorange  grove;  the  trees  of  which,  in  the  fe- 
vpre  winter  of  1788-89,  were  alrooft  frozen  to  the  root:  but  have 
fmce  io  fiir  recovered,  and  become  fo  fruitful,  as  fcarcely  to  leave  any 
tcaije  oi  this  misfortune.  Some  of  the  fweet  orange  trees,  which  have 
buffered  a  little,  are  of  a  confiderable  fize;  and  arc  now,  in  their  growth 

that,  when  elus  wind  prevails,  the  fca  is  in  great  motion  though  the  air  1$  -calm.    It 
blows  from  the.  fouth-wcft. 
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and  beauty,  ridily  adorned  with  the  golden  apples  of  the  Hefperides. 
'Though  it  is  November,  rofes  and  carnations  are  in  bloom;  and  fo 
continue  to  be,  during  the  whole  winter.  The  fpedlator  imagines 
himfelf  in  the  gardens  of  Alcinousj  or  tranfported  to  the  ifland  of  Ca- 
lypfo.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  difference  of  climate,  between 
Genoa  and  Turin,  is  as  great  as  that  between  Turin  and  Frankfort. 

You  would  be  furprifed  to  fee  fprouts  of  the  fig,  and  the  laurel, 
growing  between  the  crevices  of  old  walls.  The  fruit  and  vegetable 
market  is  now,  in  November,  amply  fupplied.  Among  other  fruits, 
there  is  a  cheap  berry  which  exceedingly  refembles  the  ftrawberry: 
except  that  it  is  fomething  larger,  and  of  a  deeper  red :  though  in  tafte 
and  fcent  it  is  much  inferior.  The  plant  that  bears  it  is  called  the  -^r- 
buttis  unedo.  The  Reaumur  thermometer  at  prefent  is  twelve  degrees 
above  the  freezing  point.  In  the  fevere  winter  of  1788,  which  is  here 
fpoken  of  as  a  remarkable  event,  it  was  never  lower  than  the  fifth  degree 
below  the  freezing  point. 

Our  time  is  limited,  and  it  would  require  a  long  ftay  to  examine  all 
that  is  worthy  of  being  feen,  in  the  churches  and  palaces.  The  church 
of  St.  Charles  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  crofs :  the  fide  chapel, 
,  which  is  on  the  left  of  the  high  altar,  is  of  black  marble.  There  is  a 
large  bronze  crucifix,  of  great  beauty.  There  are  likewife  twelve  bufts 
of  bronze.     The  whole  chapel  is  the  work  of  Algardi. 

The  church  of  the  Annunciata  is  rich  and  magnificent.  The  nave  is 
fupported  by  large  indented  pillars,  of  white  marble,  the  hollow  parts  of 
which  are  incrufted  with  a  mottled  red  and  white  marble.  I  did  not 
think  the  pictures  very  admirable  j  except  that,  over  the  entrance,  is  a 
Chrift  adminiftering  the  jaft  fupper,  the  mafter  piece  of  Giulio  Cefare 
Procaccino,  which  is  really  excellent.  We  faw  it  indeed  to  a  difad* 
vantage  ;  for  the  church  itfelf  is  not  light,  and  the  day  was  on  the  de- 
cline. The  whole  cieling  is  painted.  The  church  appeared  to  me  to 
have  two  faults;  which,  being  combined,  mutually  increafe  each  other: 
St  is  dark,  and  of  different  colours. 

The 
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The  Exchange  is  not  fo  magnificent  as  might  have  been  e^pe^ed, 
in  an  antient  wealthy  and  commercial  city^  like  thb:  but  it  is  light, 
fpacious,  and  convenient.  It  is  furrounded  by  the  retail  (hops  of  the 
citizens. 

The  Jefuits*  college,  which,  fince  the  abolition  of  the  order,  has  been 
inhabited  by  other  learned  men,  ftands  in  the  Strada  BalbL  One  qf 
the  Balbi  family  gave'this  palace  to  the  Jefuits,  in  the  laft  century.  The 
pillars  of  the  court,  the  ftaircafe,  the  high  galleries,  which  are  likewifc 
fupported  by  pillars,  and  the  two  large  lions  of  white  marble,  which 
catch  the  eye  at  the  lower  ftaircafe,  as  foon  as  you  pafs  the  portico 
through  which  you  enter,  produce  altogether  a  great  effeft. 

The  great  place.  Aqua  Verde,  which  is.  much  celebrated,  I  thought 
very  indifferent. 

About  noon,  as  we  were  fitting  at  table,  a  well  dreffed  man  entered 
the  room,  and  threw  before  us  a  little  unbound  boolc*  This  book  con- 
tained poems,  that  he  had  compofed.  He  likcwife  announced  himfelf 
as  an  improvifat^e^  and  defired  me  to  gire  him  a  fubjed.  I  gave  ^lim 
the  fall  of  Phaeton.  Scarcely  had  I  uttered  the  word,  before  he  began^ 
with  incredible  volubility,  and  with  a  very  animated  gefture,  to  fing. 
Not  being  fuflSciently  familiarized  with  the  Italian  pronunciation,  and 
lefs  acquainted  with  the  language  than  was  neceffary  for  the  occafion, 
we  found  it  difficult  to  foltow  the  inceffant  flow  of  the  words  of  n 
fmging  improvifatore :  however,  I  underftood  Sufficient  to  admire  the 
fertility  of  his  verfification,  the  fervour  of  his  imagery,  and  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  his  imagination. 

I  own  to  you  that,  till  I  had  heard  this  man,  I  had  no  great  refpedl 
for  What  may  be  called  a  legerdemain  exhibition  of  genius :  and  I  am 
ftill  very  far  from  comparing  this  kind  of  facility  of  intdle<l  with  thofe 
infpired  moments  when  the  poet  feels  himfelf  involuntarily  feized,  with 
a  grandeur  of  conception  and  a  flow  of  thought  which  he  cannot  rcr 
ftrain.  There  is  however  an  innate  fertility,  which  feems  peculiar  to 
a  people  whofe  animation  is  unrverfaI|Whofeprodiu^ive  power  i9|:reat^ 
9  and 
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an^  who  have  proved  their  fuperiority  in  works  of  every  kind  ;  which 
arc  immortal  *. 

Emeft  has,  at  laft,  had  the  fatisfadiori  of  feeing  a  giant.  He  is  a 
German,  who  comes  from  fome  place  near  Frankfort  on  the  Main.  He 
is  more  than  two  heads  taller  than  the  common  fize  of  men:  but,  like 
the  other  giants  whom  I  have  feen,  he  appears  to  be  weak  and  helplefs. 
I  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  a  man,  who,  although  he  faw  the  boots 
the  giant  ufually  wore,  and  that  his  hands  and  arms  were  of  a  propor- 
tionate fize  to  the  reft  of  his  body,  yet  fell  into  the  abfurd  perfuafion 
that  he  made  himfelf  tall  by  the  height  of  his  boot  heels*  The  giant, 
by  pulling  off  his  boot,  put  him  to  the  blufh.  I  mention  this  incident 
as  charaderiftic  of  a  certain  kind  of  obftinacy  of  unbelief.  The  man 
imagined  himfelf  wifer  than  we  were,  becaufe  he  had  the  wit  to  doubt 
of  the  fize  of  a  giant,  who  ftood  before  his  eyes. 

♦  The  Portugucfc  Itkewife  have  thetr  improvifatori.  The  Spanifli  comedians  pofleis  k 
fimilar  talent.  I  am  informed  that  their  poets  only  f ttrnilh  iketches  for  their  piays : .  zn^ 
that  the  players  add  dialogue  of  their  own,  which  is  not  preconcerted.  They  not  only  vie 
with  the  wit  of  the  poet,  but  epdeavour,  by  the  fallies  of  genius,  to  rival  each  other :  Xp 
that  the  fame  piece,  every  time  it  is  performed,  is  played  with  new  variations. 


LETTER    XXXV. 

Genoa,  7th  November  1791. 

H  E  R  &  appears  to  me  a  fingular  difficulty,  my  friend| 
while  innumerable  beauties  of  every  kind  arc  floating  before  me,  fo  to 
fcled  and  defcribe  them  as  to  give  you  pleafure.  Out  of  this  multi^ 
tude  of  objeds,  which  folicit  attention  in  Italy,  a  traveller  can  but  chooie 
a  few.     Their  number  and  their  wotth  opprefs  him 

.  Vox;  I.  Cg  Fe/mi 
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Velut  undo  fupervenit  undam'^ ; 
Wave  impelling  wave : 

and  cmbarrafs  recolledion.  How  difficult  likcwife  is  it  to  fatisfy  our- 
felves,  when  we  would  wifh  to  communicate  the  pleafure  wc  have  re- 
ceived, while  contemplating  the  works  of  nature  or  of  genius ! 

The  day  before  yefterday,  we  began  with  the  palace  of  Brignole ; 
which  is  called  the  red  palace,  to  diftingiiifli  it  from  another,  that  like- 
wife  belongs  to  one  of  the  family  of  Brignole,  and  that  (lands  oppofite 
to  it.  We  did  not  vifit  it  for  the  fake  of  its  magnificence,  but  to  view 
the  paintings :  though  our  aftonifhment  was  excited  by  its  grandeur, 
and  good  tafte.  The  moft  famous  palaces  of  private  perfons,  among 
us,  are  poor,  compared  to  thefe.  If  we  except  the  hall  of  the  knights, 
in  the  palace  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  very  extraordinary  new  palace 
of  Prince  Potemkin,  at  Peterfburg ;  it  appears  to  me  that  all  that  I 
have  beheld,  in  the  palaces  of  princes  and  kings,  is  trifling,  compared 
with  the  magnificence  of  thofe  of  Genoa. 

Of  the  many  paintings,  which  I  have  feen  here  in  palaces  and 
churches,  there  are  only  a  few  that  I  can  now  remember  fufficiently  to 
defcribe.  In  the  Brignole  palace  is  a  Phoebus,  in  his  beaming  car;  with 
the  four  Seafons,  as  little  Genii ;  and  the  Hours,  ftrewing  rofes.  One  of 
the  Hours  is  inexpreffibly  lovely,  and  graceful.  The  pid:ure  is  by  Do- 
minico  Piola. 

A  portrait  of  one  of  the  Brignole  family,  on  a  white  horfe,  and, 
oppofite,  his  wife,  are  both  by  Vandyke. 

Chrift  driving  the  money  changers,  and  fellers  of  doves,  out  of  the 
temple,  is  by  Guercino.  The  countenance  of  Chrift  is  moft  excellently 
expreffive,  of  facred  folemnity  and  commanding  dignity.  A  female 
ieller  of  doves  looks  at  him  with  aftonifhment.  A  money  changer  ap-* 
pears  very  unwillingly  impelled  by  apprehenfion  to  depart.  Fear  cha- 
taderifes  all  the  fugitives. 

*  Horace. 

Chrift 
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Chrift  with  the  tribute  money,  by  Vandyke,  is  a^ignified  painting. 
The  countenance  and  attitude  of  Chrift  arc  noble,  and  beautiful,  in  the 
higheft  degree.  The  two  fcribes  are  marked  by  a  natural  and  ftrong 
expreffion  of  deceitful  knavery.  The  traits  of  comedy,  which  are  visi- 
ble in  their  countenances,  do  not  offend.  Cunning  difappointed,  and 
knavery  outwitted,  excite  an  inclination  to  laugh ;  however  unwilling 
ycu  may  be*  The  fteady  eye  of  Chrift  penetrates  to  their  very  fouls* 
It  is  a  great  piiSure. 

A  beautiful  Holy  Family  is  by  Giulio  Cefare  Procaccino. 

Thefe  are  the  works  which  I  perfedly  well  remember.  The  palace 
may  contain  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pidures ;  atid  among  them  are 
many  mafterjpieces :  but  the  impreffion  they  made  on  me  was  weakened 
by  their  number. 

The  church  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Jefuits,  and  which  is 
now  the  church  of  St.  Ambrofe,  is  a  grand  building.  It  is  entirely 
painted  in  frefco,  by  Carlone. 

Over  the  high  altar  is  a  large  pidure  of  the  Circumcifion,  by  Ru- 
bens. It  was  painted  in  Antwerp;  and  he  was  deceived  in  the  height 
at  which  it  was  intended  to  be  hung:  fo  that  it  is  not  now  feen  to  good 

advantage. 

I  w»  better  pleafed  with  an  Ignatius  Loyola,  exorcifmg  a  woman 
pofTefTed,  and  raifing  dead  children.  The  calm  mild  grandeur  of  the 
faint  is  moft  excellently  contrafled  with  the  rage  of  the  poffefTed  wo* 
.man;  in  whofe  attitude,  backward  diftorted  neck,  and  iniiated  throaty 
there  is  an  expreflion  of  great  terror. 

The  Affumption  of  the  Virgin,  by  Guido,  is  of  he-avcnly  beauty;  and 
appears  to  me  at  leaft  equal  to  the  famous  AiTumption,  by  the  fame 
maft^er,  which  is  at  DiifTeldorf. 

She  is  here  high  among  the  cloudy,  with  angels  hovering  around 
her,  and  the  apoftles  regarding  her  with  aftonifliment  and  love. 

The  palace  of  the  Doge  is  grand ;  but  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
palaces  of  many  private  individuals.     The  pilUrs  are  daubed  over  with 
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paint,  and  the  marble  is  concealed.  The  whole  btjilding  appears  to  me 
rather  to  pretend  to  grandeur  than  to  poffefs  it.  Fronting  the  ftaircafe 
in  the  court,  there  are  marble  bufts  of  Andrea  and  John  Andrea  Doria. 
They  are  ill  executed  ;  perhaps  no  better  than  the  bufts  of  the  Pruffian 
generals,  which  are  placed  in  William's  Square  in  Berlin. 

The  halls  of  the  little  and  the  great  councils  are  in  this  palace.  Tliat 
of  the  latter  is  very  capacious,  and  refts  upon  columns.  The  lai^ge  fta- 
tues  do  not  appear  to  me  beautiful :  neither  did  I  think  the  picture* 
excellent.  Tliere  are  places  left  for  many  others,  with  which  it  is 
intended  to  ornament  this  hall. 

The  hall  of  the  little  council  is  beautiful :  but  I  thought  the  pidures 
fpdtted  and  poor.  There  is  an  arfenal  in  this  palace;  which  is  formU 
dably  ftored,  and  well  arranged.  Among  other  things,  they  here  fliew 
about  thirty  coats  of  mail  j  which,  as  it  is  faid,  the  Gcnoefe  women 
caufed  to  be  made  for  themfelves,  toward  the  beginning  of  the  four* 
teenth  century,  that  they  might  make  a  crufade.  This  warlike  expe- 
dition was  prevented  by  the  Pope.     Here  too  is  a  cannon  of  leather. 

The  iron  head  of  a  fhip,  as  ufed  by  the  antients,  and  which  had  been 
found  in  the  haven,  is  kept  in  this  arfenal.  It  is  a  roftrum  in  its  pro* 
per  fenfe ;  for  its  form  is  that  of  the  head  of  a  wild  bead,  worked  to  a 
point.  • 

In  the  way  from  the  palace  of  the  Doge  to  the  church  of  CSarigoan^ 
we  pafled  over  a  broad  high  ftone  bridge  ;  the  intention  of  whidi  is  to 
conned  the  hill  of  Carignan  with  the  hill  of  Sarzano.  It  is  fo  lofty  that 
houfes  of  fix  (lories  high  are  built  under  its  arches  j  between  the  roofs 
of  which  and  the  bridge  there  is  ftill  a  very  coafiderable  fpace.  On 
one  fide  of  the  bridge,  we  could  overlook  a  great  part  of  the  town;  aqd 
on  the  other  the  haven,  with  a  part  of  the  weftern  cbaft.  This  bridge 
was  eredted  by  a  perfon  of  the  family  of  Sauli. 

The  predeceflbrs  of  this  noble  citizen  were  the  founders  of  the  churcH 

of  Carignan.     The  archite£l  that  built  it  was  Galeazzo  Aleffi  Perugino. 

It  is  beautiful,  light,  and  grand ;  and  is  adorned  by  four  coloilai  ftatues 
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of  marble,  the  fineft  of  which  is  Saint  Sebaftian,  bound  naked  to  a  tree, 
vrith  twa  arrow  wounds  in  hi?  fide.  The  dignity  of  the  martyr,  his 
foret^e  of.heaveo,  and  the  pangs  of  fufiering  nature,  are  united,  and 
fully  exprefled,  in  his  countenance.  The  body  is  of  great  truth  and 
beauty, 

Peter  and  John  with  the  Lime  man,  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  by 
Dominico  Piola,  is  a  fine  picture.  The  lame  man  is  excellent :  but  I 
do  not  think  I  difcover  all  thfe  grandeur  and  apoftolic  dignity  of  Peter^ 
when,  to  the  difeafed  man  who  is  expeding  an  alms  from  him,  he 
utters  the  words  that  precede  the  miracle  :  "  Silver  and  gold  have  I 
"  none :  but  fuch  as  I  have  give  I  thee.  In  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift 
^  of  Nazareth,  rife  up  and  walk.'* 

Wcyefterday  faw  three  palaces ;  each  behind  the  other.  The  firfiv 
belonging  to  Marcellino'  Durazzo,  in  toyal  magnificence  iexcels  even 
the  red  palace  of  Brignole.  In  Genoa,  you  perceptibly  feci  that  you  are 
in  the  palaces  of  the  creditors  of  the  princes  of  Europe;  In  one  of  the 
firflt  halls^  we  faw  three  large  pictures,  by  Luca  Giordano :  one  of  Se- 
neca dying,  another  of  Olindo  and  Sophronifi,  and  the  third  of  Perfeus, 
with  the  head  of  Medufa,  turning  Phineaa  into  ftone.  They  are  full  of 
genius.  The  fecond  reprefents  Clorinda  coming  on  horfeback,  and  the 
two  lovers,  who  were  both  to  have  been  burnt^  being  bound  to  the 
fame  ftafcc,  in  the  ad  of  being  fet  free.  Where  is  the  reader  of  Taflb,. 
who  has  forgotten  this  fcene  ? 

A  Magdalen,  wafhing  the  feet  of  Chrift,  vvhen  he  was  fitting  at  the 
feaft  of  the  Pharifees,  is  by  Paul  Veronefe.  The  pidlure  is  well  pre- 
ferved,  and  very  beautiful  j  though  the  two  principal  characters  do  not 
appear  to  me  equal  to  fome  of  the  others.  The  owner  of  the  palace 
has  a  copy  of  this  picture ;  which  is  fo  like  the  Original  that  no  man  • 
could  affirm  it  to  be  a  copy. 

Juno,  transferring  the  eyes  of  Argus  to  the  tail  of  the  peacock,  is  by 
Rubens.  The  body  of  Argus,  lying  before  the  car,  is  excellently  paint- 
ed. 'The  paiotex  was^  very  rights  in  taking  care  to  conceal  the  bleeding 
#  ..:  part 
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part  of  the  body :  but  the  reprefentation  of  a  female  faking  the  head  ia 
her  hand,  and  tearing  out  the  eyes,  is  exceflively  difagreeable  :  as  like- 
wife  are  thie  eyes  which  Juno  holds  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  where 
they  lie  like  colours  on  a  pallet. 

The  whole  haven,  and  beyond  that  the  Mediterranean,  are  fcen  from 
a  high  and  large  bakony  of  this  palace.  The  roofs  of  the  houfes  of 
Genoa  are  not  flat,  but  are  covered  with  flate  a  little  elevated.  The 
palaces  have  open  large  balconies,  on  which  the  pofTeffors  may  enjoy  the 
frefli  air,  furrounded  by  flowers  and  orange  trees.  After  having  been 
examining  numerous  pictures,  the  quick  fucceflion  of  which  is  inju- 
rious to  the  pleafure  they  give,  you  feel  a  defire  again  to  tafte  undifturb- 
ed  the  frelh  air ;  and  the  profpeft  of  great  nature,  as  (he  is,  revives  the 
heart.  Of  her  we  were  not  eafily  wearied.  We  returned  from  the 
works  of  art,  like  a  child  from  its  doll  to  the  arms  and  lap  of  a  kind 
carefling  mother. 

The  palace  of  Marcello  Durazzo  is  not  fo  magnificent  as  that  which 
I  have  before  defcribed,  by  the  name  of  MarcellinO :  but  it  is  no  lefs 
rich  in  paintings.     Of  thefe  I  will  mention  only  a  few. 

The  Hiftory  of  Achilles,  in  fix  piftures,  by  fix  diflferenl  matters,  to 
me  appears  very  cold.  A  man  would  imagine  that  thefe  painters  had 
read  the  argument  of  every  book  of  the  Iliad,  but  not  the  Iliad  itfelf. 
The  grand  image  of  the  hero  they  have  neither  felt  nor  produced. 

A  Chrift:  with  the  tribute  money,  by  Guercino,  in  my  opinion, 
may  contend  the  garland  of  vi£lory  with  that  of  Vandyke  j  which  I 
faw  the  day  before  yefterday.  I  own  the  Chrift  of  Vandyke  has  the 
moft  power :  yet  that  of  Guercino  is  full  of  foul  and  dignity.  It  is 
one  of  the  few  heads  of  Chrift  which  can  fatisfy  the  eye  of  a  chriAian  j 
as  far  as  it  can  be  fatisfied,  by  the  efforts  of  the  painter. 

Three  of  the  fcribes  are  excellently  contrafted  with  the  dignified 
grandeur  of  the  Saviour.  One  who  looks  him  in  the  face,  while  he 
fhews  him  the  tribute  money,  wifhes  to  aflfume  the  appearance  of  ho- 
aefty :  but  you  vifibly  read  the  cunning  knave  in  his  countenance.    A 
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little  behind  him  ftands  another^  with  an  artful  malicious  air ;  and  ^ 
third  lurks  and  leers  from  behind  a  pillar. 

Samuel  atiointing  David  king^  by  I  know  not  what  mafter,  if  I  mil^ 
take  not,  is  a  very  good  pidure,  Aftonifhment  and  humility,  but  not 
terror,  are  exprefled  in  the  countenance  of  the  fhepherd  youth :  who 
is, excellently  reprefented,  with  a  dark  complexion,  fine  eyes,  and  a 
handfome  figure. 

Chrift  with  the  woman  taken  in  adultery,  by  Giulio  Cefare  Procaccino, 
is  a  noble  painting ;  and  in  a  great  ftyle. 

Heraclitus  and  Democritus,  by  Spagnioletto,  are  two  fine  pieces,  and 
full  of  charader. 

There  is  a  weeping  philofopher,  by  the  fame  mafter ;  perhaps  an- 
other HeracHtus. 

In  the  palace  of  Francefco  Balbi  there  are  likewife  many  beautiful 
pictures. 

A  picture  of  Chrift  with  his  difciples  in  the  garden,  by  Michael  An- 
gelo  Buonaroti,  proves  that  men  of  the  greateft  genius,  of  which  clafs 
this  painter  undoubtedly  was,  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  led  away  by  the 
tafte  of  the  times.  Chrift  is  here  reprefented  twice  in  the  fame  piece, 
and  both  times  in  the  foreground ;  once  kneeling  at  prayer,  and 
again  haranguing  the  difeiples. 

Maria  with  the  little  Jefus,  various  men,  women,  and  children,  St. 
George  with  the  banner,  and  an  old  man,  is  a  compofition  by  Rubens; 
in  which  he  has  introduced  himfelf,  his  wife*  his  children,  and  his  fa- 
ther. St.  George  is  the  chara£ter  he  has  chofen  for  himfelf.  He  ftands, 
foil  of  vigour  and  fatisfa£tion,  with  the  banner ;  wh;ch  feems  to  be 
beautifoUy  waved  by  Ms  mufcular  arm.  There  is  another  piifture.of  the 
lampe  fubjed,  which  is  ftill  more  mafterly,  at  Antwerp ;  and  this4sverjf 
probably  a  copy,  by  one  of  his  fcholars. 

Jofeph,  interpreting  the  dream  of  the  chief  butler,  is  an  excellent 
performance,  by  Capucino.     We  are  in  want  however  of  the  chief . 
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baker ;  who  it  is  true,  in  the  ftory,  afks  but  a  tragical  part :  however, 
for  that  very  reafon,  it  would  be  well  contrafted  with  the  chief  butler. 

Chrift  and  the  Samantan  woman,  by  Guercino. 

1  ihall  omit  defcribing  fevcral  churches  which  we  have  feen#  The 
church  of  St.  Stephen  is  not  remarkable  in  itfelf,  except  that  it  pofleffes 
a  great  treafure  in  an  altarpiece ;  which  reprefcnts  the  ftoning  of  St. 
Stephen,  with  the  heavens  open,  and  Jefus  fitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
God.  The  upper  figures  are  by  Julio  Romano :  thofe  of  Stephen  and 
the  ftone  flingers  are  by  Raphael.  Anger  and  rage  are  confpicuous  in 
fome  of  the  latter.  An  old  man  is  inflamed  with  zeal.  The  noble 
martyr,  kneeling,  a  beautiful  and  youthful  figure,  fixes  his  enraptured 
€yes  on  heaven.  Saul,  not  yet  converted,  kneels  befide  the  garments  of 
the  executioners ;  looking  likewife  toward  heaven,  but  with  an  afpeft 
very  different  from  that  of  Stephen.  To  the  things  which  Stephen 
beheld  young  Saul  was  blind  :  however,  we  difcover  in  his  countenance 
great  zeal  for  the  truths  he  knew.  We  perceive  in  him  the  future 
apoftle ;  which  the  painter  well  knew  how  to  delineate.  Oh  Raphael ! 
Raphael!  .        ' 

The  great  hofpital  has  been  built  by  the  grandees  of  Genoa.  Its 
marble  pillars,  its  handfome  flairtafe  and  avenue,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
the  whole,  excite  our  admiration.  The  fick,  of  every  nation  and  of 
€very  faith,  ire  here  admitted;  and  the  number  of  them,  in  winter, 
frequently  amounts  to  fixteen  hundred. 

This  hofpital  is  ornamented  with  about  feventy  flatues,  of  perfons 
who  have  given  donations ;  arid  the  kind  of  rank  which  thefc  flatues 
maintain,  among  each  other,  is  remarkable.  Thofe  who  have  bellowed 
fifty  thoufand-4ivres  of  Genoa  have  each  a  marble  bufl;  thofe  of  a 
hundred  thoufand  have  whole  length  ftatues  •  aiid  thofe  who  Have  giren 
a  greater  fum  are  feated.  •...'■> 

In  the  evening,  we  went  to  the  playhoufe  j  where  we  faw  Harlequin, 
Pantaloon,  and  Brighella,  as  tK e  chief  charafters  ki  the  piece.     Partly 
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for  want  of  being  familiar  with  the  Italian  language,  and  partly  becaufe 
of  the  different  dialects,  we  miffed  underftanding  many  things.  How- 
ever, we  thought  the  entertainment  fhort.  Germans  pretend  to  dif- 
dain  Harlequin:  but  can  they,  if  they  wifli  for  real  humour,  entirely 
fuffer  his  abfence  ?  I  do  not  alk  what  is  poffible  to  man ;  but  what  is 
poflible  to  us.  Among  many  buffooneries  and  not  a  little  abfurdity, 
there  ftill  was  a  true  comic  vein  that  ran  through  the  piece.  For  my 
own  part,  I  confider  the  Italian  comedians^  generally  fpeaking,  as  pof- 
feffed  of  more  comic  humour  than  our  own.  There  is  lefs  to  blame  in 
them;  though  they  are  not  blamelefs. 

In  the  palace  of  Giacomo  Balbi  are  likewife  many  noble  pifturcs. 

Luca  Giordano  has  painted  three,  of  a  large  fize.  One  is  the  rape  of 
the  Sabines.  This  is  a  fine  fubje£t,  and  managed  with  great  dignity/ 
by  the  painter.  The  numerous  paffions  here  have  free  play ;  manly 
love,  female  anger,  terror  of  a  high  degree,  and  determined  courage, 
are  v/ell  contrafted  with  each  other. 

Perfeus,  with  the  head  of  Medufa,  is  a  fecond  j  and  Jezebel,  torn  by 
the  dogs,  a  third,  by  this  mafter.  Jehu  reins  in  his  horfes,  and  atten- 
tively regards  the  dreadful  fpedacle :  dreadful,  yet  nohly  handled,  and 
without  exciting  difguft. 

Vandyke,  with  that  art  which  was  peculiarly  his  own,  has  here  like- 
wife  painted  three  children  j  with  aU  the  beauty,  animation,  and  cha- 
raflteriftics,  of  childhood. 

A  very  fine  Magdalen,  by  Guido,  with  a  death's  head  in  her  hand* 
Deepfeh  forrow  is  moft  excellently  expreffed,  in  her  beautiful  coun- 
tenance. 

Two  very  noble  large  landfcapcs^  by  Rubens.  A  fine  choice  of  ob- 
jefts,  rich,  and  grand,  with  the  foregrounds  excellently  made  out,  fo  a$ 
to  makfe  them  rife  from  the  canvas,  with  foftening  fhades,  till  we  come 
to  the  moft  diftant  blue  in  which  the  horizon  is  loft  to  the  fight,  give 
thefe  piftures  a  ftrong  appearance  of  nature* 

Vol.  L  Hh  A  Holy 
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A  Holy  Family,  by  the  fame  mafter  j  from  which  the  fpe£tator  cannot 
tear  himfelf  without  great  difficulty.  Few  piftures  have  afforded  me 
equal  pleafure.  The  child  Jefus  is  extended  in  a  cradle,  careflT- 
ing  John  the  Baptift.  They  are  two  beautiful,  boys.  The  dawn  of 
heavenly  grace  is  vifible,  in  the  ccftatic  mien  of  the  godlike  child.  John 
looks,  with  infantine  aftoniflament,  at  Jefus  in  the  cradle.  The  virgin 
h  fitting ;  and,  with  tender  emotion,  employing  both  her  hands  to  rock 
the  cradle.  Her  beauty  is  not  exquifite  ;  but  her  youthful  countenance 
18  very  agreeable.  The  more  you  look  at  it,  the  more  you  are  intereft- 
ed,  by  the  expreffion  of  purity  of  heart,  devotion,  and  maternal  delight. 
Jofeph,  a  venerable  old  man,  ftands  behind,  looking  over  her  flioulder  ; 
hie  body  humbly  inclined,  regarding  the  child  Jefus.  Elizabeth  kneels 
behind  John  ;  with  the  fweeteft  expreffion  of  devotion,  and  the  noblelL 
countenance  of  a  handfome  matron  that  can  be  imagined. 
,  We  have  vifited  the  haven,  where  the  gallies  lie ;  befide  which  there 
are.fliops,  where  the  Turks,  who  are  enflaved,  vend  all  kinds  of  wares; 
coffee,  chocolate,  fugar,  diftilled  waters,  pipes,  tobacco,  flippers  and  ftraw 
mats.  They  are  fuffered  to  go  free  in  the  haven  ;  but  muft  not  walk 
through  the  city,  except  chained  two  and  two^  and  under  the  guard  of 
an  overfeer.  In  this  manner,  they  offer  their  wares  to  fale  in  the  city ; 
and  particularly  red  and  yellow  flippers.  At  night  they  are  obliged  ta 
fleep  on  board  the  gallies*  Thofe  prifoners  that  have  been  condemned 
to  the  gallies  for  their  crimes  are  much  more  rigoroufly  treated  than  tho 
Turks ;  who  are  juftly  confidered  only,  as  prifoners  of  war.  The  latter 
therefore  can  only  purchafe  their  redemption.  The  others  are  fen- 
tenced  to  the  gallies  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  equivalent  to  the 
greatnefa  of  their  oflfence.  None  but  great  criminals  remain  fettered 
on  board  the  gallies. 

Six  months  in  the  year,  the  prifoners  are  at  fea.  They  ar^,  beyond 
all  compiirifbn,  better  treated  thao  the  galley  flave$  of  the  French.  I 
fpoke  with  feveral  of  them^  and  the  enly  complaints  I  heard  were  of 
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their  cold  ftatioijs,  in  winter  nights,  on  board  the  gallies ;  and  of  their 
food.  Their  daily  allowance  is  two  pounds  of  bread,  and  three  ounces  of 
large  beans* 

During  the  fix  winter  months,  they  are  in  harbour;  and  often  have 
an  opportunity  of  earning  fome  trifle  in  the  city.  They  are  fcldom^ 
and  but  for  a  fliort  time,  put  to  labour  at  public  works.  The  Turks  do 
not  eafily  obtain  their  freedom :  probably,  becaufe  they  have  no  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  relations  ;  or  that  they  want  connedlions  in  Ge- 
noa, They  purchafe  their  own  redemption  with  the  money  which 
they  earn,  during  their  imprifonment.  Some  of  them  have  been  pri- 
foners  from  thirty  to  forty  years ;  and  thefe  muft  either  have  been  in- 
dolent, or  ignorant  of  trade. 

You  may  recoiled  how  very  much  we  both  were  moved,  by  the  de- 
fcription  which  is  given,  in  Du  Paty's  Account  of  the  condition  of  the 
poor  imprifoned  Turks,  at  Genoa.  I  have  made  ftrift  enquiries,  both 
of  a  Swifs,  who  has  lived  here  five  years,  and  of  a  merchant  from  Ge- 
neva, who  has  been  fourteen  years  in  this  city.  Both  are  men  deferv- 
ing  of  credit ;  and  the  merchant  was  the  friend  of  Du  Paty,  and  bound 
to  him  by  the  ties  of  mutual  hofpitality  :  yet  both  declared  that  Du 
Paty's  relation  Was  wholly  ungrounded.  His  friend  alleged,  in  his 
defence,  an  overheated  ihiagination  ;  and  an  excefs  of  fenfibility ;  by 
which  he  had  been  mifled. 

Thoufands  blefs  the  memory  of  Howard,  the  friend  of  the  human 
race,  who  travelled  over  kingdoms  and  feas,  vifited  hofpitals  and  pri* 
fons,  and  with  noble  fortitude  oppofed  avarice  and  oppreffion.  He 
was  indeed  the  benefadot  of  the' wretched ;  numbers  of  whom,  before 
his  time,  wefe  treated  either  with  (hameful  negled  or  with  the  moft 
hard  hearted  and  pernicious  avarice.  Writers  of  travels  do  well  who 
cenfure  abufes,  after  a  careful  examination  :  fome  of  which  abufcs, 
indeed,  are  fo  felf-evident  that,  to  be  proved,  they  require  only  to  be 
feen..    Numherlefs  cuftoms  deferve  cenfure  ;  but  contempt  is  the  lot 
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of  that  traveller,  who  aflumes  the  mafk  of  humanity,  or  philofophyv 
to  calumniate  a  nation. 

Sick  Turks  are  generally  brought  to  the  hofpital,  which  15  appointed 
for  the  reception  of  prifoners  ;  where  they  arc  not  treated  as  prifon- 
ers,  but  as  perfons  fufFcring  under  difeafe.  I  yefterday  faw  one,  in 
the  great  hofpitaL 

I  have  no  where  feen  fuch  a  multitude  of  beggars,  as  in  Genoa* 
What  is  moft  remarkable,  they  fcarcely  ever  addrefs  themfelv^s  to  the 
Genoefe,  but  to  ftrangers  only.  The  number  of  the  lame  and  blind 
is  uncommonly  great.  A  foreigner  is  followed  by  beggars  in  every 
ftreet ;  and  he  meets  them  again  in  the  churches,  and  on  the  fteps  be- 
fore the  church.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  in  the  church  a 
beggar,  all  in  rags,  who  will  name  you  the  matter  who  painted  each 
pi<Slure,  point  out  the  beft  place  from  which  you  may  examine  it,  nay 
frequently  detail  the  fubje£t  of  the  painting,  and  relate  its  whole 
hiftory. 

A  knowledge  of  the  arts,  to  a  certain  extent^  is  here  very  common  j 
and  yet  we  find,  among  their  moft  beautiful  works,  in  the  Italian 
churches,  not  only  very  indifferent  but  frequently  very  wretched  or- 
naments, which  are  in  a  high  degree  unworthy  of  religion.  I  very 
lately  faw,  in  a  church,  a  beautiful  figure  of  the  virgin,  by  Guercino 
if  I  do  not  miftake,  disfigured  by  a  tinfel  crown  with  gold  ftars,  as  a 
decoration  to  her  head  ;  and  a  white  fun^  of  the  fame  defcription, 
which  they  had  faftened  upon  her  bofom. 

The  Genoefe  ladies  of  diftindlion  appear  chiefly  to  employ  themfelvcs 
in  painting,  and  drawing.  In  three  of  the  palaces  that  we  vifited,  we 
were  ftiewn  copies  of  the  pidlures ;  which  had  been  made  by  the 
ladies  to  whom  they  belonged.  We  likewife  feveral  times  faw,  ia 
their  chambers,  the  works  with  which  they  amufed  themfelves,  and 
the  hooka  they  read  :  fome  French,  and  fome  Italian. 

The  government  of  Genoa  is  efteeraed  to  be  mild.     The  people  of 
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the  country  pay  very  few  taxes  :  particularly  thofe  of  Riviera  di  Po^ 
nente ;  where  almoft  every  village,  at  the  time  that  the  State  fhook  off 
foreign  oppreflbrs,  made  its  individual  conditions  with  the  city.  Every 
foreigner  who  has  been  ten  years  an  inhabitant  of  Genoa  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  citizen  :  the  proteftants  themfelves  are  not  excluded.  With 
the  Turks,  and  efpecially  with  the  people  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  thia 
State  wages  eternal  war.  The  governors  do  not  however  rifk  the  gal- 
lies  of  the  republic  in  the  open  fea  :  neither  have  they  taken,  any  fhip^ 
or  made  any  prifoners,  for  thefe  two  years. 

More  than  a  hundred  prifoners,  who  had  paid  their  own  ranfom,. 
were  releafed  this  month  j  and  fent  home.  A  merchant  of  this  city 
lately  ranfomed  about  twenty  Moors  ;  to  fliew  his  gratitude  to  the  em- 
peror of  Morocco,  who  had  done  him  fome  favour. 


LETTER     XXXVL 


Pa  via,  I  ath  November  1 79  t  ; 


HE  thermometer,  on  the  ftxth,  was  twelve  degrees  above 
the  freezing  point;  and  on  the  8th,  as  we  left  Genoa,  the  fnow  fell 
with  a  cutting  wind ;  which  we  felt  more  fenfibly  than  we  ever  re- 
member to  have  felt  cold  in  Noveniber.  Changeablenefs  of  weather  is  at- 
tributed to  Genoa.  Hiftory  alfo  fliews  how  very  unfettled  the  people 
were.  The  Ligurians  were  reprefented,  by  the  antients,  as  a  remarkably 
unftable,_  rugged,  and  laborious,  people. 

On  the  noble  high  road^  which  leads  to  Campo  Marone,  the  incon- 
venience of  the  bad  weather  was  more  fupportable  than  at  the  Bochet- 
ta ;  where  the  wind  from  the  mountains  frequently  blew  with  a  cut- 
ting. 
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ting  fleet,  and  made  the  road  flippery;  over  which  the  flow-paced 
daggering  mule  was  obliged  to  go. 

In  the  evening,  we  came  to  Voltaggio;  which  is  ieated  oa  the 
northern  declivity  of  the  Bochetta.  On  the  9th,  the  air  was  cold  :  but 
the  fun  flione  very  pleafantly.  We  left  Cavi,  with  its  high  mountain 
fortrefs,  on  the  right,  arrived  at  Novi  about  noon,  and  continued  our 
journey  through  a  fertile  plain,  which  is  in  Sardinian  Milan,  til!  we 
came  to  Tortona  ;  a  confiderable  town,  which  once  was  a  Roman  co- 
lony, at  which  time  it  was  called  Dertona. 

The  day  before  yefterday,  after  a  cold  night,  we  travelled  on  under 
a  very  clear  fky.  Befide  us,  on  the  right,  the  Apennines  rofc  j  on  the 
left,  the  diftant  chain  of  the  Alps.  We  not  only  faw  plates  of  ice  in 
the  morning,  but  even  in  the  afternoon  we,  met  with  ice  in  the  deep 
ruts  of  the  road;  which  had  been  injured  confiderably  in  October,  by 
an  overflowing  of  the  Po. 

This  inundation  had  laid  a  part  of  fertile  Lombardy  under  water  ; 
and  had  every  where  occafioned  confiderable  damage.  I  confider  this 
country,  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  which  is  fo  juftly  celebrated,  as 
very  unhealthy.  The  many  rivers  by  which  it  is  watered,  like  a  gar- 
den, often  overflow  their  banks  ;  and  leave  ftagnant  ditches.  The  in- 
duftry  of  man  endeavours  to  corredl  the  miftake  of  nature.  When  the 
waters  begin  to  fl:agnate,  they  are  drawn  off  from  the  rice  fields  ;  and, 
though  vegetation  is  increafed,  the  air  is  filled  with  infalubrious  va- 
pours. This  great  plain  is  fatiguing  to  the  eye,  and  in  fummer  muft 
be  painful.  It  is  planted  indeed  with  numerous  mulberry  trees ;  but 
we  look  in  vain  for  the  ftiady  foreft.  The  large  trees,  which  here  and 
there  occur,  have  but  a  melancholy  appearance ;  and  only  remind  us  of 
the  foliage  which  nature  is  fo  prompt  to  beflow.  The  leaves  arc 
given  to  their  cattle;  for  which  reafon  the  branches  are  lopped  to  the 
very  top,  and  nothing  larger  than  twigs  is  fufFered  to  fprout  in  return. 
The  mulberry  trees  are  cut,  as  in  our  village  paftures,  that  they  maybe' 
the  more  produdive  in  foliage. 

4  We 
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We  were  glad  again  to  meet  the  charming  Po ;  on  the  banks  of 
which  the  poplar  \\^s  permitted  to  grow  uninjured.  Having  received 
many  ftreams  during  its  courfe  from  Turin,  it  is  here  become  of  a 
very  confiderable  breadth ;  and  we  paCcd  it  on  a  moveable  bridge  of 
boats.  The  beautiful  fetting  fun,  and  the  poplars  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  reminded  us  ftrongly  of  the  fable  of  Phaeton  ;  who  v/as  precu 
pitated  from  his  chariot  into  this  ftream,  and  his  weeping  fiftcrs  were 
changed  into  poplars.  ^ 

A  quarter  of  a  league  before  we  came  to  this  town,  we  made  a  trip 
over  the  canal  of  Ticinello  ;  which  was  dug  by  order  of  Fraiicis  the 
Firft  of  France,  and  which  divides  the  Sardinian  diftridt  of  Milan  from 
the  Auftrian.  Before  we  came  to  Pavia,  we  likcwife  crofled  the  great 
bridge  over  the  clear  and  rapid  Ticino  ;  which  was  built  by  Galeazzo 
Vifconti,  firft  Duke  of  Milan,  who  died  in  the  year  1402.  On  the 
banks  of  this  river,  which  is  not  far  from  the  Po,  and  into  which  it  emp- 
ties itfelf,  Hannibal  gained  a  victory  over  the  Romans,  in  a  battle  of 
the  cavalry.  It  was  at  this  battle  that  the  great  Scipio,  who  was  then 
very  young,  faved  the  life  of  his  father  ;  by  whom  the  Romans  were 
commanded. 

It  was  after  the  river  Ticinus,  now  called  Ticino,  or  Teffino,  that 
the  Romans  named  this  town  Ticinum.  It  afterward  took  the  name 
of  Papia,  before  it  was,  as  it  now  is,  called  Pavia.  When  it  was  the 
feat  of  the  Lombard  kings,  it  is  probable  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
times,  it  was  a  more  confiderable  city  than  it  is  at  prefent.  The  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants  is  computed  at  about  thirty  thoufand. 

It  is  famous  for  its  univerfity  ;  which  was  founded  by  Charlemagne^ 
renovated  by  Charles  the  Fourth,  and  about  twenty  years  ago,  under 
the  government  of  the  good  Maria  Therefa  and  the  infpedion  of  the 
meritorious  Counj;  of  Firmian,  placed  in  its  prefent  condition.  The 
divines  of  this  univerfity  are  famous  for  their  reflitude,  their  zeal,  and 
their  t^ents  j  but  are  not  regarded  favourably  by  the  Papal  chair,  be^ 
Cftufp,  like  loyal  a»d  ^pjighticjcued  Catl^ol^cs,  they  gi-ound  their  doarines 
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more  on  the  decifions  of  the  general  councils  than  on  the  mandates  of 
the  Roman  Pontiff.  In  fome  of  the  fciences,  as  jurifprudence,  philology, 
and  philofophy,  the  German  univerfities  may  perhaps  furpafs  this ;  but 
fcarcely  will  equal  itslearningin  medicine,  natural  hiftory,aftronomy,and 
experimental  philofophy.  In  favour  of  this  affertion,  I  need  but  men- 
tion the  names  of  the  prefent  learned  profeffors  of  Pavia:  Spallanzani, 
Franke,  Fontana,  Volta,  Scarpa,  and  others,  who,  though  they  have 
not  obtained  fo  great  a  name  as  thefe  among  foreigners,  are  yet  cele- 
brated, as  excellent  men,  among  their  affociates. 

Our  countryman  Franke,  as  worthy  a  man  as  he  is  an  eminent  phy- 
(ician,  was  our  guide  to  the  mufeum  ;  which  is  rich  in  anatomical  pre- 
parations and  injections  by  Scarpa,  who  is  the  profeflfor  of  anatomy, 
and  in  various  claffes  of  natural  hiftory.  Under  a  glafs  cover,  which  is 
removable,  in  the  firft  chamber,  there  is  a  beautiful  female  figure,  in 
wax,  of  the  fize  of  life,  Surprifed  as  we  were,  at  the  workmanfhip  of 
the  external  parts,  how  much  more  fearfully  were  we  aftonifhed,  and 
how  was  our  curiofity  excited,  when,  after  removing  fucceffively  the 
outward  membranes  of  the  body,  which  are  in  different  divifions,  the 
entire  internal  ftrudture  of  a  pregnant  woman  was  exhibited  !  The  mu- 
feum is  kept  in  the  largeft  building  of  the  univerfity ;  which  likewife 
contains  the  hall  of  auditory.  Near  the  auditory  of  our  countryman, 
Franke,  is  a  little  hofpital ;  in  which  are  twenty  beds,  for  the  reception 
of  patients  feledled  from  the  great  hofpital :  which  latter  receives  three 
hundred  of  the  fick,  Franke  takes  his  pupils,  the  number  of  whom 
frequently  amounts  to  a  hundred  and  fifty,  round  with  him,  when  he 
vifits  thefe  patients  :  while  nature,  whofe  interpreter  he  is  fo  worthy  of 
being,  affords  them  inftrudion  in  the  moft  expreflive  and  indubitable 
manner. 

Franke  gives  the  hiftory  of  each  cafe  to  his  pupils  ;  one  of  whom  is 
always  chofen  to  attend  each  patient  Thefe  difcourfcs  are  made  in 
Latin  ;  that  the  poor  difeafed  people  may  not  be  difturbed,  A  parti- 
cular ftatement  of  the  cafe  of  each  pcrfon  is  written,  by  Franke,  and 
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entered  in  the  regifter.     The  patients  that  die  are  anatomifed ;  and  the' 
whole  faculty,  as  well  as  the  iludents,  are  fummoned  to  be  prefent,- 
when  the  body  is  difled^ed.     The  hiftory  of  the  difiedion  is  likcwife 
entered  in  the  regifter  :  fo  that  the  judgment  which  Frankc  delivered 
upon  the  patient,  while  living,  is  fubmittcd  after  death  to  this  public 
infpeftion,  and  revifion. 

To  him  is  committed  the  fuperintendance  of  all  the  holpitals  in  the 
duchies  of  Milan  and  Mantua.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  phyficians  to 
ftate  the  cafes,  and  fend  them  to  him  j  and  thefe  cafes  likewife  ferve 
for  the  inftrudion  of  the  pupils.  The  hiftory  of  the  cafes  of  his  hos- 
pital patients  is  to  be  publifhed,  with  anatomical  engravings. 

The  number  of  ftudents  amounts  to  about  twelve  hundred.  There 
are  fix  different  colleges,  in  which  ftudents  are  inftruded  gratis  :  one 
of  them  was  founded  by  the  great  Carlo  Borromeo.  The  collegians 
are  diftinguiftied  by  the  colour  of  their  robe,  and  by  an  embroidered 
ornament,  which  they  wear  upon  the  right  fhoulder.  The  revenue 
of  the  univerfity  is  annually  four-and-twenty  thoufand  Dutch  ducats  ; 
and  it  poffeffes  a  very  fine  botanical  garden. 

We  have  become  acquainted  with  the  Abbe  Bertola,  who  is  known 
in  Germany  by  his  work  on  German  literature,  and  his  eulogium  on 
Oeflner.  He  is  an  admirer  of  our  country,  has  already  made  three 
journeys  into  Germany,  and,  as  he  defigns  to  write  his  travels,  he 
likewife  means  to  make  a  fourth.  He  is  a  man  of  interefting  and 
friendly  manners. 

In  one  of  the  fquares  of  this  city,  which  is  called  the  Little  Square, 
there  is  an  equcftrian  bronze  ftatue  of  Antoninus  Pius.  Statues  in  bronze, 
of  the  antients,  are  uncommon ;  but  this  does  not  need  the  cafual  merit 
of  being  rare  to  make  it  remarkable. 

The  horfe  is  not  fo  beautifully  faultlefs  as  that  of  the  coloflal  ftatue 
of  Frederic  the  Fifth,  at  Copenhagen  :  nor  is  His  attitude  fo  bold  as 
that  of  Peter  the  Great,  at  Peteriiburg :  but  it  every  moment  gains 
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upoQ  the  eye  of  the  fpe^ton  Full  of  impatience,  he  appears  to  neigh^ 
and  tear  up  the  earth  with  his  hoof— 

Start  loco  nefcit^  ffuaxt  aurikuSy  et  iremit  artus^ 
ColkBumfue  premem  volvk  jub  narihus  ignem  ^. 

Starting  with  a  bounds 
He  turns  the  turf  and  (hakes  the  folid  ground  : 
Fire  from  his  eyes^  clouds  from  bis  noftrils  flow. 

DUTDEK. 

The  induftry  of  art,  combined  with  talent,  may  give  a  general  re- 
prefentation  of  nature  ;  and,  by  opening  the  noftrils  and  fwelling  the 
veins  of  the  neck,  may  denote  the  courage  of  the  horfe  :  but  true  ge- 
nius alone  can  produce  a  figure  which  in  every  part,  from  the  eredl 
and  expreflive  ear  to  the  firm  hoof,  can  communicate  life  to  the  whole 
animal.  We  muft  remember  that,  in  the  time  of  Antoninus,  the  Greek 
fculpture  was  on  the  decline.  The  horfe  refembles  a  fine,  animated 
Turkifli  charger. 

The  attitude  of  the  emperor  is  well  imagined.  In  contrafl  to  the 
impatience  of  the  horfe,  he  fits  full  of  tranquillity ;  and  flretches  out 
his  right  hand,  with  a  gentle  bend  of  the  arm,  as  if  appeafing  the  riot* 
ous  multitude :  but  his  figure,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  cold,  flilf,  and  in-* 
animate. 

In  another  fquare,  there  is  a  large  bronze  ftatue  of  Pope  Plus  the 
Fifth  ;  which  I  think  beautiful.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  there  is  a  copy 
of  this  flatue,  in  marble,  in  fome  public  building:  but  this  latter  I 
have  not  feen. 

The  profpeds  on  both  fides  of  the  bridge,  toward  the  Ticino,  are 
very  charming.  On  one  fide,  we  fee  the  diflant  Alps,  with  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  decorated  with  lovely  poplars ;  and  a  fmall  iHand  ihaded 
with  lofty  trees. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  clear  ftream  lofes  itfelf  between  poplars 
that  cover  its  banks. 

*  Virgil's  Gcofgics,  HI.  84,  85. 
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The  land  is  low,  and  in  matiy  places  eighty  feet  under  the  Lact> 
Maggiorc  *•  The  art  of  watering  the  lands^  by  the  aid  of  rivers  and 
eanals,  is  more  eafiiy  efieded  here  than  in  other  placfes.  This  art  has 
attained  great  excellence^  in  thefe  parts ;  and  communicates  to  the 
earth,  which  in  many  places,  and  even  in  the  famous  dlftriift  of  Lodt, 
abounds  in  fand,  its  great  fertility.  The  grafs  in  this  country  is  five 
times  mowed  each  feafon*  The  late  King  of  Pruilia  ufed  to  compare 
all  Lombardy  to  an  artichoke  ;  from  which  every  one  has  long  been 
willing  to  take  a  leaf.  The  duchy  of  Milan  may  very  well  be  com* 
pared  to  the  heart  of  the  artichoke ;  and  the  neighbouring  princes  have 
tnoft  of  them  contemplated  this  country  with  a  longing  eye. 

I  have  become  acquainted  with  the  Chevalier  Volta :  famous  for  his 
experiments  in  eledricity ;  and  likewife  with  the  great  Spallanzani. 

The  latter  is  a  friendly,  animated  man ;  whofe  moral  virtues  are 
as  excellent  as  his  fcientific  acquirements.  You  are  not  ignorant  that 
he  is  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  age,  in  philofophical  difcoveries. 

Although  the  weather  is  cold,  and  the  thermometer  is  five  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point,  yet  feveral  of  the  trees  are  tolerably  leafy  and 
green.  We  muft  not  conclude^  from  the  early  cold,  that  it  will  be  a 
fevere  winter. '  In  the  winter  of  1 788,  Reaumur*s  thermometer  only  fell 
ten  degrees  below  the  freezing  point.  You  freeze  here  in  the  chambers, 
becaufe  you  are  unproteded  ffoifl  the  cold.  The  Italians  endure  much 
more  cold,  in  their  chambers,  tlian  we  do ;  and  the  fame  is  faid  of  the 
Spaniards.  I  am  told  that  our  Emprefs,  when  (he  went  laft  year  from 
Florence  to  Vienna,  not  only  rejected  the  ufe  of  ftoves  but  of  fires  alto- 
gether :  and  I  was  acquainted  with  a  chaplain  to  the  Spanifti  Ambafladof, 
in  Copenhagen,  who  kept  no  fires*  Every  morning  when  he  rofe,  he 
'drank  fomc  giafles  of  water,  icy  cold ;  then  wrapped  himfelf  up  iri  his 
thick  mantle,  and  fat  down  to  his  de(k  to  read,  or  write. 

Merc  is  a  very  ^tient  chiircii,  whicfe  is  confecrated  to  the  Arch- 
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<angel  Michael,  of  as  rude  a  kind  of  architedure  as  any!  haw  feen^ 
>nd  in  which  the  kings  of  Lotnbardy  were  ufually  crowned  It  is  or* 
nam^nted  on  the  outfide,  or  rather  disfigured,  by  images  cut  in  ftone. 
Among  the  beads  and  monfters  of  a  bewildered  or  rather  bf  a  wretched 
imagination,  we  faw  an  angel  quarrelling  with  a  devil,  about  a  heart*. 
The  air,  which  is  not  healthy  throughout  Milan,  is  particularly  un- 
healthy in  Pavia  ;  and  efpecially  in  fummen  Young  Germans,  who 
come  here  to  ftudy  the  fcience  of  medicine,  or  of  natural  hiftpry,  may 
avoid  the  exceffive  heats  j  for  the  leisures  begin  in  November,  and 
«nd  in  June.  I  readily  grant  this  regulation  prolongs  the  courfe  of 
ftudies  from  four  to  five  years  ;  but,  to  young  men  who  know  how  to 
employ  their  time  in  the  purfuits  of  fcience^this  vacation  might  be  very 
profitably  employed. 


LETTER      XXXVIL 

^^  Milan,  X5th  November  1791. 

X  HE  day  before  yefterday,  on  our  way  from  Pavia  to  this 
city  we  vifited  the  great  Carthufian  monaftery ;  which  is  a  (hort  Ger* 
man  mile  diftant  from  Pavia.  It  lies  near  the  high  road  ;  from  which 
there  is  a  very  charming  alley  of  Lombardy  poplars^  that  leads  to  the 
pionaftery.  I  never  before  faw  trees  of  this  kind  that  were  fo  fine. 
The  building,  at  a  diftanee,  certainly  conveyed  an  idea  of  its  grandeur : 
but  this  idea  was  greatly  magnified  by  its  truly  Gothic  but  awful  mag« 
nificence,  as  we  approached. 

It  was  built  toward  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  by  Giovanni 
Galeazzo  Vifconti,  the  firft  Duke  of  Milan  j  whofe  monument  ftands 
in  the  church.     His  ftatue,  cut  in  white  marble,  lies  extended   on 
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the  moiiiimeitti;  aoxt  to  wjiich  is  fehieiHatuer  of  Frinoefco  Sfbrza.  The 
£ii9a4e.of  thcfohnrch  is  of  white:  marble;  on  ^'hich  there  are  many 
,!nQpi4j^4^  nlkt^i  iTl»e..^prkWanihip  is,  gfeaeratly  fpeaking/rude ;  aod 
there  is  a  vcrjr  ulicoaiifioa  mixture  •  of  facred  and  prophane  hiftor jr^ 
kbout  its  pans,  '  In  thd  latter,  they  have  betrayed  great  ignorance  :  1 
faw  a m^aUi[9Q^.of  Ale^U^nder,.  with  the.  following  iAfcription 

;  bnpcrator  Ahxandcr  M^gftus  •• 

Over  another  head  was  written 

1  •  • 

The  church  is  uncommonly  Ipacious,  and  magnificent.  It  has 
feventeen  altars ;.  each  of  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  is  adorned  by  a 
painting.*  Some  of  thele  altars  are  of  white  marble  j  and  very  artfully 
inlaid,,  with'uncomimonly  beautiful  mofaic  work,,  of  variegated  marble, 
jafper,  onyXy  lapis  lazuli,  and  oth^r  ftones, 

.^Vmong  the  pidures,  there  is  a  large^one,  by  Perugino  j.  the  mailer  of 
Raphael*. 

The  late  Emperor  took  this  monaftery  from  the  Carthufians,  and  gave 
it  to  the  Ciftercian  jnpnks. 

The  whole  country,  between  Pavia  andMilan^  is  one  entire  flat;  which 
would  be  more  iafupportabie  to  the  eye  than  it  is  at  prefent,  were  it 
not  relieved  by  a  tolerable  number  of  trees.  A  canal^  which  unites  the 
Ticino,  and  the  Po,  flows,  or  rather,  in  this  level  country,  ftagnates, 
befide  the  high  road.  This  canal  :was  dug  in  the  time  of  Philip  the 
Third,  of  Spain.. 

It  was  on  this  plain,  under'the  reign  of  Charles  the. Fifth,  in  the-yeiUr 
1525,  and  not  far  from  the  Carthufian  monallery,  that  the  famous 
yiftory  was  obtained  over  the;  French,  by  the  Imperialifls  j  in  w:hich 
Francis  the  Firft  was  taken  prifoner^ 

♦  The  Emperor  Alexander  the  Great.  \  f^ompey  the  Great,  King  of  Theffalj. 
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Milan  is  a  very  antient '  city«  The  GaulS)  faavitig  oTefenn  the  ccmnK 
try  from  Tufcany  to  the  Tiqino,  fouaded  it  about  four'  bandred  yeatig 
before  the  birth  of  Chrift.  It  wad  the  chief  place  of  the  Iftfiibri ;  And, 
in  the  time  of  Polybius,  was  of  a  conlidersible  fize.  -  In  the  age  of  Tra-- 
Jan,  it  was  numbered  among  the  municipal  cities  of  the  Romans ;  and 
in  It  the  fciences,  even  at  that  time^  flourished*  It  was  the  archi-^piil 
copal  feat  of  St.  Ambrofe ;  who  had  the  noble  fortitude  to  refufe  the 
Emperor  Theodofius  the  Great  all  entrance  into  the  church,  till  he 
ihould  firil  have  done  public  penance,  for  having  in  a  fit  of  anger  put 
to  death  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch,  after  an  infurredion. 
Theodofius  revered  the  zeal  of  the  faint,  acknowledged  and  repented  of 
his  offence,  and  efteemed  Saint  Ambrofe  fo  highly  that,  on  his  death 
bed,  he  recommended  his  fon  to  his  care.  ' 

Milan  became  the  feat  of  many  of  the  Emperors,  after  the  divifion 
of  the  Emph-e.  About  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  it  was  laid  wafte 
by  Attila.  It  was  again  recovered  by  Belifarius.  In  the  year ^5:39,  it 
once  more  fell  into  the  pow^r  of  the  barbarians.  Aftef  Ghatkmagne 
had  driven  the  Lombards  out  of  Milan,  the  city  recovered  its  profpertty, 
under  the  archbifliops ;  who  refifled  the  papal  authority,  and  were 
eonfidered  as  the  chiefs  of  the  Ghibeline  fadion. 

The  inhabitants  rebelled  again  ft  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Fifft ; 
and  infuked  the  Emprefs,  by  tying  her  on  an  afs,  and,  placing  her  with 
ber  face-  toward  the  tai>,  leading  her  thi^oUgh  the  city.  FredcrT6 
marched  againft  them  with  an  army  ;  the  city  was  obliged  to  caphu^ 
late  ;  and  the  enraged  hero  took  an  indignant  and  terrible  revenge,  for 
the  infults  that  had  bee*  committed  on  his  wife.  The  JnfeabitaxitSi  witii 
their  hands  tied  behind  their  backs,  were  obliged  each  to  take  a  fig,  witii 
Iheh"  teeth,  from  under  the  tail  of  aft  Aft ;  an^  the  city  wiy  liaid  in 
ruine*.  ^ 

'    fothe  year  iiyi^at-thfrrequeft  of  the  Pope,  the  peojpfe  of  Mifati 

r 
•  This  hero,  if  hero  be  his  proper  titlcf,  totally  dcmoliflied  the  city,  three  churches 
excepted,  burnt  It  to  the  ground,  and  i>Iowed  and  fowed  the  land  with  fait*    T*    ^  ^ 
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were  again  permitted  to  rebuild  the  city ;  and  it  foon  recovered  its  for- 
mer importance.  The  town  and  territories  of  Milan^  afterward,  were 
governed  by  podefias^  of  the  houfe  of  Turriani,  This  family  was  ex- 
pelled m  the  year  1313,  by  Matthew  Vifconti ;  who  afTumed  the  go- 
vernment His  grandfon^  Giovanni  Galeazzo,  was  named  Duke ;  an4 
was  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  this -country*  By  him  military  difcipline 
was  reftorcd  in  Italy.  He  likewife  gave  life  to  agriculture,  and  com* 
merce ;  and  enjoyed  a  very  commanding  refpedt,  among  the  Italiaii 
princes  and  free  ftates.  He  died  in  fchc  year  1402,  and  left  a  daughter, 
named  Valentina,  who  was  married  to  Lewis,  Duke  of  Orleans,  the 
iecond  fon  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  father  of  Lewis  the  Twelfth  of 
Erance  ;  and  he,  by  the  extind^ion  of  the  houfe  of  Vifconti,  was  confi* 
dered  as  the  heir.  Lewis  the  Twelfth  wifhed  to  take  pofleffion ;  when 
Francefco  Sforza,  who  had  married  a  natural  daughter  of  Philip  Ms^cus 
Vifcoiiti,  the  fon  of  Giovanni  Galeazzo,  by  the  fuppori  of  the  arch-^ 
bifliop  and  the  favour  of  the  people,  although  he  was  but  tlie  natural 
fon  of  a  peafant,  acquired  the  Dukedom. 

From  Francefco  the  family  of  the  Sforzas  defcended ;  whofe  courage 
in  war,  and  high  fpirit,  have  had  fo  much  influence  on  the  afiairs  and 
the  fate  of  Italy. 

Francefco  died  in  1466 ;  and,  in  1499,  Lewis  ^^  Twelfth  firft  feized. 
6&  the  city :  but  the  Sforzas  foon  recovered  their  power*  This  fudden, 
revolution  happened  within  a  year. 

Francis  the  Firft,  the  fan  of  Lewis,  conquered  Milan ;  and  loft  it 
again^  in  1525,  by  the  battle  in  which  he  was  taken  prifoner. 

It  was  fubdued  in  1734  by  MaHhal  Villars;  but  two  years  after* 
ward,  at  the  peace,  was  reftcared  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria* 

The  city  is  fuppofed  to  contain  a  hundred  and  forty  ihoufand  inhabit-* 
ants  ;  and  laft  year,  the  people  of  Auftrian  Milan  and  of  Mantua,  be- 
ing numbered,  amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
iand. 

-  At  thefpoiKngof  thecity  under  Frederic  the  Firft,  called  Barbarofla, 
I  or 
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or  Red  Beard,  the  antiquities  were  likewife  deftroyed :  except  about 
fixteen  uncommonly  large  pillars,  which  remain,  of  a  temple  that  was 
dedicated  to  Hercules. 

The  cathedral  here  was  built  by  Giovanni  Galeazzo  Vifcontt.  It  is 
exceedingly  large ;  and,  after  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  and  St.  Paul's  at  Lon- 
don, is  efteemed  the  largeft  in  Europe.  The  afped,  as  you  enter,  is 
very  grand  ;  and  this  church  is  not,  like  fo  many  others,  disfigured  by 
falfe  ornaments.  The  treafury  of  the  church  is  of  ineftimable  valuer 
The  filver,  gold,  pearls,  and  precious  ftones  which  this  treafury  con- 
tains, are  fuppofcd  to  render  it  the  richeft  in  Italy,  that  of  Loretto  ex- 
cepted. I  was  chiefly  interefted  by  the  filver  ftatues  of  St.  Am- 
brofe,  and  Carlo  Borromeo,  who  were  both  great,  finccre,  and  holy 
men  ;  the  benefadlors  of  their  country,  and  of  the  human  race. 

In  the  church  of  Santa  Maria  ddle  Grazicj  there  are  many  beautiful 
piftures.  Chrift  crov\Tied  with  thorns,  by  Titian,  and  the  Holy  Virgin 
with  the  child  Jefus,  are  both  of  them  placed  in  fuch  dark  fituations 
that  they  can  fcarcely  be  feen.  .  - 

St;  Paul,  by  Gaudentio  of  Ferrara,  is  a  beautiful  piece* 

As  appertaining  to  the  church,  in  the  refe^ory  of  the  Don^inicans^. 
we  were  (hewn  the  I.aft  Supper,  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci ;  which  was, 
once  a  moft  excellent  painting,  in  frefca  It  was  injured  by  the  auda- 
cious brufh  of  a  painter,  who  infolently  undertook  to  renew  it :  yet» 
notwithftanding  many  traces  of  its  original  .beJiuty  remain.  Its  ex?el-r 
lence  is  more  indubitably  proved  by  i  copy,/ which  Baptifta  Bianchi 
painted,  in  the  library  of  St.  Ambrofe. 

This  library,  which  was  founded,  by  Charles  Frederic  Boxromco, 
Archbifliop  of  Milan  and  nephew  of  the  great  Carlo  Borromeo,  is  ex- 
ceedingly deferving  of  the  attention  of  travellers.  I  cannot  conceive  hpvi 
Addifon,  when  examining  this  collection,  could  f^y  that  "  books  are  the 
leaft  part  of  the  furniture  that  one  ordinarily  goes  tp  fee  in  an  Italian 
library."  Is  it  any  juft  caufe  of  reproach,  that  they  have  decorated  it* 
with  many  noble  piftures  ?     The  number  pf  books  is  very  grc^t. 

Here 
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Here  are  above  fourteen  thoufand  manufcripts ;  and  about  forty  thou-* 
iandYoiumes  of  authors)  in  print.  The  manufcripts,  ^hich  conftitute 
the  richeftpart,  are  kept  In  an  apartment  by  themfelves  ;  and  among 
them  I  faw  a  Latin  verfion  of  Jofephus,  which  is  faid  to  be  thirteen  hun- 
dred years  old.  The  books  arc  arranged  in  a  fpacious  gallery,  which 
has  windows  only  on  the  top  at  both  fides,  and  which  is  yet  very  light. 
By  this  method,  much  room  is  gaimttd ;  which  in  our  libraries  is  occu- 
pied by  the  windows,  thcmgh  they  do  not  give  fo  much  light  as  thefe 
high  uninterrupted  fky-lights.  The  library  is  open  four  hours  every  day, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public.  Among  other  things,  the  colledion  of  paint- 
ings contains  a  large  original  drawing  of  Raphael's  School  of  Athens, 
executed  by  hiinfelf  in  Uack  chalk,  ahd  which  is  very  well  preferved, 

I  wias  particularly  delighted  with  a  Holy  Family,  by  Titian  ;  a  Mag- 
dalen, by  the. fame  mafter  ;  and  his  own  portrait,  painted  by  him« 
felf :  and  no  lefs  fo  by  a  John  the  Baptift,  when  a  child,  careffing  a  lamb  | 
atevely  piece  by  Bernardino  Luino  j  and  a  half  length  fediale  figure, 
with  a  f matU  urn,  b^  the  fame  maften 

I  was  likewife  fliewn  two  drawings,  faftened  on  a  board ;  the  one  hf 
Aridreii  del  Sarta,  thfc  other  by  Ra|>hael,  lioth  when  youngs  They 
reprefent  two  men  on  horfeback ;  and  both  drawings  afford  tokeiis  of 
ithfi  future  :great  painter. 

.  In  a  hf^  of  jtbe  Ambfdfiaii  libraty,.  plaiftet  cafts  asc  istpt  df  tbe 
principal  ftatues  of  the  antients  ;  and  of  one  by  Michael  At^^etb. 

One  of  the  works  moft  precious  to  artifU  h  that  of  Leonardo  da 
Vincii  in  twelve  volumes  folio  ;  which  are  kept  here*  It  difpliys  an 
funeoiQmon.,kPowLedge  of  anatomy^  perfpedive,  mechanics,  tnatliemi^ 
V1C65  ^d  ftrohitefture,  by  which  this  gi^at.painfier  had  iladied,  wi^  vetf 
fibguIftTinduflryi  to  improve  his  art. 

That  which  was  formerly  the  Jefiiits'  i^ollege,  and  which  is  now  a 
celebrateid  gymnafiuni,  has  a  iquare  court }  in  which  th^e  is  a  conti-r 
4meA  colonnade  with  -4  double  xow  of  pillars.  The  upper  pUlars  are  of 
th$  Ionic  ord^r ;  ^d  the  un4er  of  the  Doric,     Thefe  kind  of  cokuH 
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nades,  which  are  here  common  to  many  buildings,  are  not  only  beauti- 
ful but  exceedingly  convenient,  in  fummer,  for  the  fhade  they  afford* 
You  are  aftonifhed  to  find  fiiady  places  ereded  in  their  cities  at  fo  great 
an  expence  ;  when,  at  their  country  feats,  the  Italians  care  fo  little  for 
fliade.  This  feeming  paradox  is  folved  by  the  cuftom  they  have,  of 
fpending  the  heat  of  fummer  in  the  city.  Toward  the  end  of  autumn, 
they  go  into  the  country;  but;  rather  from  habit  than  for  the  purpofe 
of  enjoying  the  beauties  of  nature ;  and  return  to  town  in  December, 
The  winter,  which  in  this  country  may  be  called  the  fpring  time  of 
Paradife,  and  the  fummer,  when  they  might  guard  themfclyes  from 
heat  under  the  dufky  foliage  of  their  groves,  and  recline  on  the  banks 
of  their  rivers,  they  fpcnd  ia  the  gloomy  walls  of  their  cities.  Artificial 
amufements  are  fubftituted,  to  the  riiore  gentle  and  dignified  joys  of 
nature.  A  capricious  crowd  of  fiditious  follies  come  limping  along; 
and,  wherever  they  once  gainadmiffion  over  the  threfliold,  all  true  joy 
is  banifhed.  Thofe  who  imprifon  themfelves  in  their  houfes,  at  the 
fame  time  imprifon  vice,  and  abfurdity ;  and  with  them  a  long  train  of 
miferies/ 

We  now  come  from  vifiting  the  church  of  Santa  Maria  dd  Celfo ; 
at  the  entrance  of  which  two  beautiful  ftatues,  of  Adam  and  Eve,  in 
white  marble,  are  placed  in  niches.  The  ferpent  has  a  woman's  head 
and  breaft ;  and  the  body  of  the  deceitful  animal  winds  round  a  tree 
behind  £ve» 

There  are  fome  good  and  fome  indifierent  pictures  in  this  building : 
its  chief  ornament  is  a  copy  after  Raphael.  It  is  a  reprefentation  of 
the  Virgin  and  the  child  Jefus,  under  a  palm  tree.  The  child  is  at 
play  with  the  infant  John  ;  and  Jofeph  in  the  back  ground  is  leaning 
over  Mary.  The  original  was  fent  to  the  late  Emprefs,  Maria  Therefe; 
and  this  copy  is  by  Martin  Noller,  a  German  painter  from  the  county 
of  Tyrol.  So  much  does  the  copy  prove  the  heavenly  fpirit  of  Raphael 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  equalled  by  very  few  originals.  Inexpreffible 
innocence  and  dignity  are  difcoverablei  in  the  features  of  the  beautifid 
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Virgin ;  and  I  have  never  fccn  the  child  Jefus  more  finely  imagined, 
nor  with  more  of  heavenly  piety ;  which  Raphael,  better  than  any  other 
painter,  knew  how  to  exprefs.  The  infant  John,  and  a  noble  figure 
of  Jofeph,  are  no  lefs  worthy  of  Raphael. 

Near  the  two  children,  at  play,  there  is  a  goldfinch,  among  flowers. 
Raphael  executed  nothing  with  a  thoughtlefs  hand.  This  profound  and 
feeling  painter  well  kmew  that,  in  crekting  a  dignified  fubjeft^  it  would 
be  di%raced  by,  uaneceffary  ornaments :  but  thefe  flowers  do  not  bloom 
in  vain.  This  Wrd  is  a. bird  of  good  augury.  The  prefence  of  the 
godlike  child  infpires  peace  and  love  through  all  nature :  birds  lofe 
their  fear,  and  flowers  fpring  und^r  his  feet. 

Oppofite  to  this  of  Raphael  is  a  pi^ure  by  Lisonardo  da  Vinci,  repre- 
fenting  the  Holy  Ann,  the  mother .  of  Mary,  c^/^ffing  the  child  Jefus. 
The  child  is  very  beautiful ;  and  Maria^  who.iUnds  behind  her  mother, 
beams  with  maternal  delight*  The  idea  is  good,  and  well  cxprefled  : 
yet  the  pifture  of  Raphael,  though  but  a  copy,  allures  you  back,  before 
you  have  well  exjimifted  the  wprk  of  Da  Vinci. 

It  is  Qur  intention  at  prefent  to  depart  to-mprTOw,  for  LodL  Time, 
and  jhe  innumers^ble  cbjeds  that  are  to  he  feen  in  Italy,  prefs  upon  us : 
although  there  are  many  here  that  I  fliould  willingly  have  vifited. . 
Among  them  are  the  Seminary,  tl^e  If  elvetian  college,  both  of  them 
founded  by  the  great  Carlo  Borronieo,  the  large  hofpital,  the  archiepif- . 
copal  palace,  the  Duke's  palace,  the  door  where  Theodofius  was  denied 
entrance  by  the  undaunted  Ambrofe,by  which  it  is  become  remarkable, 
and  fome  other  of  their  churches. 
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LETTER   XXXVIII.    . 

Parma,  19th  November  ij^t,- 

E  arrived  at  Lodi  the  eT^enihg  of  the  day  on  which  we- 
left  Milan.  The  broad  higtr  road  proc^^ds^  in  a  right  line,  through 
fruitful  plains ;.  which  are  interfered  with  niirtieroue  canals.  •Through- • 
out  Milan,  trees  are  every,  where  planted,  to  divide  the  fields  frbm  each 
other.  I  did  not  meet  withfo  many 'mulberry  trees,  hcjpe,  by  far,  as  in 
the  Sardinian  diftria:  of  Milan  :  but  more  paftures,  and  poplars.  The 
government  riecommends,  o't  rather  commands,^  the  planting  of  trees : 
that  the  unwholefbrtie- air  may  be  rendered^  lelV  noxious..   ' 

Milan  is  one  of  the  richeft  provinces  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Its 
lands  are  very  produfkive  tO'  their  owners;,  but  I  do  not  envy  them- 
their  wealth.     One  endlefo  uniformity  fatigues -the  eye,  and  the  heart.. 
A  large  tree,  with  its  inviting' fiiade,  is-  feldoni  fe^ii.  '  Seldom  dd  we 
meet  any  of  thofe  charms  of -nature' Svhich  fh^v  5n  fportive  and  free- 
good  will,  would  prefent :  ailhere  is  the  efFed:  of  formal  labour.^  , 

'  I  am  likewife  informfed  that  mbft  of  thefe  rich  lands  are  pofleflfed  by  • 
the  nobility.  '  I  grant  that  the  coitntrjrmkfris  not*  here  a  feff:  but  he 
is  not  a  landholder.  Me  works  partly '  as  ^  day  labourer;  and  partly 
that  he  may  be  permittetl  to  live  in  the  hut  he  inhabits. 

It  is  to  this  caufe  that  the  frec^uent  highWky  robberies,  tn ay  be  afcribed. 
Were  robbers  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  fometimes  to  unite,  like 
banditti,  and  fometimes  to  rob  without  aflbcialcs,  in  this  level  country, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  efcape  the  active  vigilance  of  the  Auftrian 
government :  but  the  high  roads  are  peculiarly  unfafe,  becaufe  the  rob- 
l>ers,  watching  their  opportunity,  expert  from  pradice,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  rufli  from  their  neighbouring  huts ;  to 
1«4uch  it  is  difficult  again  to  trace   them,   for,  in   appearance,  they 
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arc  in  no  manner  different  from  thofe  of  the  other  inhabitants.  The 
traveller  has  nothing  to  fear  by  day ;  but,  in  the  dark,  thefe  high 
roads  are  dangerous. 

The  nobility  have  likewife  great  power,  in  the  towns  of  Milan. 
Ten  or  twelve  men  are  chofen,  from  their  order,  to  be  the  chief 
magiftrates:  who,  in  other  countries,  are  chofen  from  among  the  citi- 
zens. The  adminiftration  of  the  confiderable  revenues  of  all  poor 
houfes,  hofpitals,  and  other  inftitutions,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  nobility. 
A  regulation  like  this  muft  have  pernicious  confequences.  It  is  op-* 
preffive  to  the  citizen,  and  makes  the  noble  hateful ;  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, often  with  good  caufe. 

About  a  mile  on  this  fide  Milan,  looking  behind  us  toward  the  city 
we  had  left,  we  faw  the  Alps  once  more  towering  :  a  profpcft  which 
delighted  us  the  more  by  being  contrafted  with  the  flat  lands,  of  which  "^ 
we  were  heartily  weary. 

Lodi  is  not  the  antient  Laus  Pompeia;  which  owed  its  foundatioa* 
to  the  Gauls,  and  to  which  the  father  of  Pompey  led  a  Roman  colony ; . 
for  that  town  was  deftroyed,  by  the  people  of  Milan,  in  the  twelfth- 
century.  When  Frederick  Barbaroffa  had  razed  Milan  to  the  ground,, 
he  built  the  prefent  Lodi  on  the  Adda ;  with  a  fortrefs  upon  a  height^, 
which  height  itfelf  is  fcarcely  vifible,  though  the  moft  commanding  in- 
thefe  level  plains.  The  town  is  well  built.  Biifching  tells  us  that,  in* 
the  year  1775,  it  contained  above  fixtecn  thoufand  inbabitaats*  It  is  * 
fituated  about  half  a  mile  from  the  antient  town ;  which  now  is  called  • 
Lodi  Vecchia.  It  is  at  Lodi  and  in  the  neighbouring  country,  which  is^* 
called  after  it,  that  the  celebrated  cheefe  is  made,  which  has^unjijftly/ 
obtained  the  name  of  Barmefan* 

On    the  1 6th   in  the  forenoon^  wo  travelled  to  Placenza;.     The. 
country  between  Milan  and  Lodi  was  ^very  where  one  continued  lev«l. 
The  horned  cattle  were  all  of  a  dark  red  colour.     I  have  no  where  in 
Italy  feen  any  motley  coloured  cattle.     TheJQbeep  are.  large,  entirely 
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white,  and  with  hanging  ears.     The   fwine  are   all  black,  like  the. 
Indian  hen. 

We  crofled  the  Po  over  a  bridge  of  boats  ;  beyond  which  the. town, 
rofc,  with  a  noble  afpe£l.  It  was  from  its  charming  fituatioa,  on  the 
banks  of  this  broad  river,  that  the  Romans  gave  it  the  name  of  Placen- 
tia.  It  was  founded,  and  a  colony  was  fent  hither,  in  the  year  569  of 
the  Roman  aera;  under  the  confulfliip  of  P.  Cornelius  Scipio,  and 
Tiberius  Sempronius  Longus.  It  was  burnt,  during  the  fecond  Punic . 
war,  by  the  Carthaginians ;  and  rebuilt  by  the  Romans.  In  the  time 
of  Cicero,  it  wa«  a  municipal  city.  When  it  was  befieged  by  Cascina, 
in  the  war  of  Otho  againft  Vitellius,  the  amphitheatre,  which  flood  in 
the  front  of  the  city,  was  laid  in  afhes. 

It  again  fuffered  a  dreadful  fiege  fromTotila,  king  of  the  Goths*  Al- 
hoin,  king  of  the  Lombards,  took  it ;  in  the  year  570  of  the  Chriftian  aera. 

In  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  kings 
of  Italy.  It  afterward  became  fubjedt  to  the  changeable  fortune  of  the 
Guelphs  and  Ghibelins,  as  each  party  prevailed ;  and  from  them  de- 
fcended  to  the  families  of  the  Scotti,  Turriani,  Vifconti,  the  kings  of 
France,  and  ithe  Popes. 

Pope  Paul  the  Third,  of  the  houfe  of  Farnefe,  gave  to  his  natural 
fon,  Peter  Aloyfms  Farnefe,  Parma  and  Placenza,  with  the  title  of 
Duke.  Philip  the  Fifth,  king  of  Spain,  married  a  princefs  of  this  family, 
of  which  fixe  was  the  heirefs  ;  and  Iiis  youngeft  fon,  Don  Philip,  father 
of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Parma  and  Placenza,  was  put  in  poflcfEon  of 
thefe  lands,  part  of  which  were  in  the  hands  of  Auftria,  and  part  of 
Savoy,  by  the. peace  of  Aix-la-,Chapelle,  in  1748  ;  after  his  elder  bro- 
ther, Don  Carlos,  who  was  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  had  been  four 
years  in  poffeflion  of  them,  from  1731  to  1735. 

•Placenza,  as  a  city,  is  not  fo  beautiful  as  it«  fituation  would  promife  j 
^hen  we  view  it  from  the  Milan  fide  of  the  Po.  It  rather  appears  in 
ailatcof  ^ecay. 
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The  cupola  of  the  cathedral  is  painted  entirely  by  Guercino.  The 
church  of  St.  Auguftine  is  a  fine  building ;  cfpecially  the  fa9ade,  which 
has  lately  been  crefted.  There  is  a  beautiful  performance,  in  the 
facrifty,  which  is  the  work  of  a  German,  It  is  Chrift  on  the  crofs, 
with  a  great  multitude  of  people,  fome  of  whom  are  on  horfeback, 
carved  out  of  a  fingle  piece  of  wood.  The  figures  are  fine  j  and  fome 
of  them,  for  their  reality  and  freedom  of  action,  mafterly.  Under  this 
performance,  and  if  I  do  not  miftake  on  the  fame  piece  of  wood,  there 
is  a  carving  of  the  Nativity. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Sixtus,  over  the  high  altar,  there  is  a  copy  of 
the  beautiful  picture  by  Raphael,  which  is  in  the  gallery  of  Drefden  : 
the  Virgin  with  the  Holy  Jefus  Handing  on  a  globe. 

There  are  two  bronze  equeilrian  ftatues,  ftanding  in  an  open  place, 
of  two  princes  of  the  family  of  Famcfe.  The  riders  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, better  executed  than  the  horfes.  The  artift  was  defirous  of  com- 
municating ftrength  and  fire,  to  the  latter ;  but,  inftead  of  thefe,  he  has 
given  them  an  exprefiion  of  wildnefs,  which  is  lefs  difficult  to  obtsun 
than  the  mild  and  full  expreffion  of  life  ;  and  in  which,  if  he  fail,  die 
pretention  and  vanity  of  the  mailer  are  but  the  more  eafily  dete&ed* 
Thefe  ftatues,  however,  are  not  without  merit.  At  fome  diftance  firom 
Placenza,  the  Trebia,  which  is  celebrated  by  the  fecond  viftory  of  Han^ 
nibal  over  the  Romans,  falls  into  the  Po. 

The  day  before  yefterday,  we  left  Placenza ;  and  have  been  two  days 
on  our  journey  to  this  city.  The  overflowing  of  the  waters  had  very 
much  injured  the  roads ;  and  when  we  arrived  at  Borgo  San  Domnino, 
which  was  about  noon,  we  were  informed  that  the  next  ferry  was  im- 
paflable ;  becaufe  of  the  inundation  of  the  Taro.  We  were  obliged  to 
remain  in  this  fmall  town  all  night;  where  we  found  what  in  this 
country  may  be  called  a  tolerable  inn,  but  which  in  Germany  we 
ihould  accufe  of  not  being  cleanly. 

'  During  the  night,  the  rain  was  fo  heavy  that  we  were  yefterday  obliged 

to  make  a  circuit,  that  we  .might  crofs  at  another  ferry ;  l)ut  the  river 
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was  fo  high,  and  fo  impetuous,  that  we  remained  five  hours,  in  a  vile  inn, 
in  the  village  of  Porto  Grugno^  on  the  banks  of  the  Taro  ;  and  ex- 
pected that  we  fhould  have  been  obliged  to  flop  there  perhaps  fomc 
days.  The  waters  however  very  fuddenly  fell  j  and  we  paffed  the 
river,  and  arrived  at  Parma. 

The  country  of  the  duchies  of  Parma  and  Placenza  is  not  quite  fo 
flat  as  <hat  of  Milan.  It  likewife  has  more  trees ;  many  of  which  indeed 
are  lopped,  but  ftill  there  are  fome  that  have  been  permitted  to  attain 
: their  full  growth:  among  others,  we  found  large  oaks  and  poplars* 
The  fertile  lands  appeared  to  be  weH  cultivated.  We  thought  it  re- 
markable here,  as  we  had  done  in  Piedmont9  to  fee  the  young  flak 
,in  this  month  j  while,  in.Gjcrmaiiy,  this  tender  plant  5s  often  injured  by 
the  night  firofts  of  fpring. 

Thefe  rOads  are  never  fafe,  by  night.  About  a  mile  on  this  fide  of 
Placenza,  we  law  a  ikull  inclofed  in  an  iron  cage,  tltat  was  faftened  to 
a  tree ;  that  the  terror  of  ihe  fpedtacle  niight  deter  otter  rdbberis.  The 
air  was  yefl:erday  extremely  mild.  It  was  a  foft  fouthem  breeze, 
^ffhich  was  Tery  difagreeaUe,  and  a  fpecies  of  the  (cirocco::  a  wind 
ikrhich.  In  Africa,  is  frequently  deadly ;  and  wliich,  Iravetfing  the  king^ 
dome  of  Sicily  and  Naples,  is  extremely  iikfomej^  during  the  fummer, 
and  is  folt  even  to  the  foot  of  the  Alps. 

The  city  of  Parma  is  very  antient :  it  was  founded  by  the  Etruriiuijs ; 
and  was  afterward  in  the  }>ofleflicn  of  the  Gauls«  In  the  year  of  Rome 
569,  When  M.  Claudius  Marcellus  and  Q^Fabiu6  Labio  were  confuls, 
a  hundred  and  eighty-four  years  before  the  birth  c^  Chrift,  a  Homan 
colbny  was  feat  to  this  place.  Afie):  the  depredations  committed  in 
Italy,  under  the  third  triumvitate,  Ailguftus  fent  a  new  bolohy  to 
Parma ;  and  gave  k  the  name  of  JuUa*Augufta*^ilrma.  Tine  feldom 
fubftantiates  the  ufurpations  of  tyranny,  oroffdf^-conocit:  Parma,  the 
antient  name  of  this  city,  is  only  remembered^ 
.  Alboin,  king  of  the  Lombards,  in  th^  year  of  Chriil  570,  fejzed  on 
jthis\place.    About  bwe  hundred  years  afterwardi  Fiarma  oAd  PJaceeza 
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tvere  both  taken  from  Aftolf,  one  of  the  fuccclTors  of  Alboin,  by  Pcpui 
king  of  France;  wlio  prefcnted  thtm,  with  the  duchies  called  afccr 
them,  as  he  likewifc  did  Modena  and  Reggie,  to  the  Pope.  It  is 
affirmed,  by  feme,  that  Charlemagne  confirmed  this  gift  of  his  father. 

Mutual  pretcnfions,  on  Parma  and  Placenza,  were  maintained;  by 
the  kings  of  Italy,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Charlemagne,  and  the  Popes. 
*  In  the  middle  of  the.  thirteenth  century,  Parma  fuftained  a  fevere 
fiege  of  tw^o  years,  from  Frederic  the  Second ;  and  the  citizens  pre- 
fervcd  themfelves  by  a  courageous  fally ;  which  obliged  Frederic  to 
raife  the  fiege,  and  in  w^hich  they  took  the  imperial  crown.  la 
revenge,  Frederic  laid  wade  Placcnza. 

The  fate  of  thefc  cities  w^as  variable.  They  fometimes  maintained 
their  freedom,  were  fometimes  ruled  by  tyrants,  and  were  now  devoted 
to  the  Guelphs,  and  now  to  the  Ghibelins  ;  wdth  or  without  their  con- 
fent,  as  it  happened. 

Alexander  Farnefe,  who  as  pope  aflTumed  the  name  of  Paul  the  Third, 
in  the  year  1545,  bellowed  both  thefe  duchies  on  his  natural  fon> 
Peter  Lewis  Farnefe.  Two  years  after  this,  the  Duke  was  murdered, 
for  his  tyranny  ;^et  his  fon,  Odavius,  was  as  great  a  tyrant  as  himfelf. 
The  Pope  was  hurried  to. the  grave,  in  the  year  1549,  by  grief;  at  the 
ill  conduct  of  his  fon  and  grandfon.  This  branch  of  the  houfe  of 
Farnefe  continued  to  reign  till  the  year  1727.  Don  Carlos,  Infant  of 
Spain  and  fon  of  the  Princefs  royal  Elizabeth  of  Farnefe,  was  duke  of 
both  thefe  countries.  When  he  afterward  became  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  his  brother,  Don  Philip,  fucceeded  to  the  government  of  them; 
and  likewife  to  the  duchy  of  Guaftalla  ;  and  they  are  now  governed 
by  his  fon. 

Parma  was  the  native  place  of  Caffius;  the  brother  in  law  and 
friend  of  the  great  Marcus  Brutus,  and  the  firft  who  joined  him  in  the 
confpiracy.  A  poet  Caffius,  who,  according  to  a  line  in  Horace,  was  a 
very  voluminous  writer,  was  likewife  born  here. 

The  river  Parma  flows  through  the  city ;  which  is  large,  and  may 
Vol.  I.  L 1  well 
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well  formerly  have  contained   about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants*     Ita. 
prefent  number  is  fuppofedto  exceed  forty  thoufand. 

There  are  fome  beautiful  paintings  in  the  churches*.  The  cu-* 
pola  of  the  cathedral  is  painted  by  Correggio ;  but^  as  the  church 
is  very  dark,  neither  thefe  paintings  nor  thofe  of  the  cupola  of 
St,  John  the  Evangelift,  which  are  like  wife  by  Correggio,  are  feen  to 
advantage.  It  is  not  >vithout  good  reafon  that  the  churches  of  Italy 
have  been  accufed  of  being  dark :  nor  can  I  conceive  how  fo  many 
great  painters  could  fo.  frequently  have  determined  to  facrifice  their 
talents,  on  the  cupolas  of  churches  like  thefe  ;  where  the  fineft  ftrokea. 
of  the  pencil  muft  be  utterly  loft. 

The  martyrdom  of  St.  Conftantia,  and  of  St.  Placidus,  in  the  churcli: 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  is  likewife  by  Correggio.     Both  the  Saints 
are  excellently  painted.   Oppofite  to  this  pidure,  there  is  a  dead  Chrift^ 
furrounded  by  the  holy  women,  by  the  fame  great  painter. 

In  this  church  there  is  St.  John  writing  the  Gofpel,  painted  in  fref- 
CO,  by  Correggio  j  in  which  the  expreffion  of  holy  enthufiafm  is  moft. 
inimitably  delineated,  in  the  beautiful  head  of  the  apoftlci. 

The  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  is  decorated  wi^j  the  Flight  into* 
Egypt,  by  Correggio..  This  picture  is  called  La  Madonna  della  Sco^ 
della  (Our  lady  of  the  cup). :  becaufe  the  Virgin  holds  a  cup  in  her 
hand,  to  feed  tlie  child  Jefus.  Chrift  ftands  before  her,  with  one  hand, 
holding  the  hand  of  his  mother,  and  the  other  that  of  Jofeph.  Jofeph 
is  plucking  dates  from  a  palm  tree  ;.  the  branches  of  which  are  fwayed 
down  by  hovering  angels;  and  the  beautiful  idea  is  excellently  conveyed. 

There  were  formerly  fome  fine  paintings  in  the  new  palace  of  the 
Duke,  which  is  built  very  near  the  city  ;  but  they  were  taken  by  Don 
Carlos  to  Naples.  Only  one  chamber,  which  is  painted  in  frefco,  and 
which  therefore  could  not  be  ftripped,  efcaped  the  plunder.  The  roof 
is  painted  by  Agoftino  Caracci,  who  died  during  the  work ;  and  the 
Dukes  have  rather  fufifered  it  to  remain  unfinifhed  than  to  truft  it  to 
another  hand.     The  walls,  which,  as  well  as  the  roof,  contain  fubjedls 
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taken  from  mythological  hiftory,  are  painted  by  his  fcholars ;  whofe 
iRrorks  do  honour  to  their  great  mafter. 

The  old  palace  of  the  Farnefe  family  is  rich  in  curiofities.  Here  is 
the  immenfe  theatre  ;  the  moft  famed  for  its  beauty,  and  grandeur,  o^ 
any  in  modern  times.  The  archited  of  this  building  was  Bernini.  It 
will  contain  upward  of  twelve  thoufand  fpedators ;  and  is  fo  admirably 
contrived  that  neither  the  loweft  whifper  of  the  performers  efcapes  the 
ear,  nor  do  the  loudeft  (houts  occafion  any  confufmg  echoes.  The  front 
of  the  theatre,  containigthe  feats  of  the  fpe£tators,  has  a  gradual  afcent^ 
in  femicircles  ;  and  the  boxes  confift  of  a  gallery,  decorated  with  piK 
lars.  The  ftage  is  aftonifliingly  large,  which  muft  be  exceedingly 
advantageous  to  the  fcenery.  The  finking  under  the  ftage  is  of  a* 
great  depth  j  and  the  old  Dukes  of  the  houfe  of  Farnefe  have  frequently 
taken  away  the  flooring,  and  had  water  conduced  through  pipes  from 
the  Parma,  to  fill  up  the  cavity  and  reprefent  battles  at  fea.  The  whole 
theatre  is  built  of  wood. 

As  the  lighting  up  of  this  theatre  was  very  expenfive,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  fpeftatots  not  adequate  to  its  fize,  another  has  long  been 
built ;  and  this  mafterpiece  of  art  is  beginning  to  decay.  The  acade- 
my of  arts  and  the  libraiy  are  both  kept  in  the  above-mentioned  pafacew 
The  library  is  very  refpedlable.  It  is  rich  in  beautiful  editions,  and  niufl: 
contain  about  fifty  thoufand  volumes.  It  has  been  fifty  years  in  col- 
leding  ;  for  Don  Carlos,  who  carried  away  the  whole  contents  of  the 
picture  gallery  to  Naples,  likewife  took  the  former  library.  The  only 
pidlurc  which  the  library  now  contains  is  a  painting  in  frefco,  by  Cor- 
reggio;  which  reprefents  God  the  Father  crowning  the  Virgin  with 
ftars. 

The  moft  fuperb  ornament  of  tlie  hall  of  the  academy,  and  indeed  of 
all  Parma,  which  Don  Carlos  would  certainly  not  have  left  if  it  had 
not  belonged  to  a  nunnety  of  the  city,  is  that  which  is  efteemed  the 
mafter-piece  of  Correggio.  It  reprefents  the  Virgin,  holding  the  child 
Jefus  on  her  lap.     Mary  Magdalen^  half  kneeling,  reclines  her  cheek 

LI  a  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a6o  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

on  the  foot  of  the  child  ;  before  whom  (lands  an  angel,  holding  a  book 
open.  In  the  fore-ground  is  St.  Jerome,  with  his  half-appearing  lion  ; 
and  behind  Mary  Magdalen  a  youth,  with  a  vafe  containing  the  nardus. 
Heavenly  beauty  and  grace  arc  communicated,  in  rich  abundance,  to 
the  whole  pifture.  The  manly  St.  Jerome,  and  the  holy  family,  are 
here  dignified  by  the  moft  bewitching  harmony  of  colours*  Although, 
the  pidure  is  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  old,  it  breathes  all  the 
frefli  charms  of  youthful  beauty  ;  efpecially  at  a  little  diftance. 

The  fickle,  in  the  hand  of  the  dignified  St.  Jerome,  who  is  contem- 
plating the  godlike  child  with  veneration,  fuggefted  tq  me  the  idea, 
of  Time,  contemplating  this  mafter-piece  of  art;  and,  out  of  veneration,^ 
forbearing  to  com.mit  his  ufual  ravages  on  the  picture,. 


LETTER     XXXIX. 

Bologpia,  2ift  Novcm!>cr  i7pf.. 

H/ARL Y  yefterday  morning,  we  departed  from  Parma.  The. 
air  was  mild,  and  we  arrived  at  Reggio  in  the  forenoon  ;  where  we 
remained  fome  hours. 

This  town  may  contain  feventeen  thoufand  inhabitants :  but  it  is  not 
well  built.  It  was  probably  founded  by  the  Romans,  in  the  year  of 
Rome  565,  under  the  confulfhip  of  M.  -^milius  Lepidus  and  Flami- 
'Diius  Nepos.  It  was  at  firft  called  Forum  Lepidi ;  though  Cicero 
calls  it  Regium  Lepidi.  The  father  of  M.  Brutus  was  murdered 
here ;  becaufe  of  the  hatred  borne  him  by  the  father  of  Pompey.  Thofe 
people,  who  afcribe  its  origin  to  Lepidus  the  triumvir,  are  miftaken. 
This  city  is  the  chief  place  of  the  duchy  of  Reggio  ;  which  is  united 
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to  the  duchy  of  Modena.     In  the  year   1474,  Ariofto  was  born  in 
this  city  :  one  of  the  greateft  poets  that  ever  lived. 

On  our  road  to  Modena,  we  pafled  the  little  town  of  Correggio  ;  at. 
no  great  diftance,  but  not  fufficiently  near  to  be  feen.     Here  was  the 
great  painter,  who  formed  himfelf  by  the  efforts  of  his  own  genius,, 
born  :  he  took  his  name  from  the  place  of  hrs  birth-.     Having  feen  a 
picture  by  Raphael,  his  whole  foul  was.  moved  :   Ancb'io  fono  pittore  *  / 
faid  he.   The  love  of  his  art  infpired  his  labours  ;   and,  with  little  ftudy 
either  of  the  antique  or  the  works  of  Raphael  or  of  Titian,  he  became  a 
painter  whom  pofterityhas  ranked  immediately  next  to  Raphael  himfelf.. 
The  whole  country  between  Parma  and  Modena  is  fertile  and  well 
cultivated.     The  fields  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  rows  of  large 
trees ;  round  each  of  which  a  vine  plant  clings,    winding  its  luxuriant 
tendrils  among  the  branches  of  the  neighbouring  tree,  or  extending  in. 
fmking  curves  its  prodigious  length  from  one  tree  to  another. 
.  .We  faw  whole  fields  covered  with  young  growing  horfe  beans;  which.. 
here  can  with  (land  the  winter,  though  with  us  they  cannot  endure  the- 
frofts  of  fpring,  and  are  not  fet  till  the  month  of  April.  As  I  approached 
Bologna,  I  faw  more  of  them,  that  were  taller  and.  in  full  bloom  :  they 
are  ufed  here  as  green  fodder,  for  the  cattle. 

Modena  is  a  handfome  city..  The  chief  ftreets  are  fpacious,.  and  in 
a  right  line.  The  houfes  are  beautiful ;  and  fo  flat  roofed  that  the 
roofs  cannot  be  perceived  from  the  ftreets.  Lofty  arcades,,  projecting 
from  the  houfes,  give  the  town  a  noble  appearance  ;•  and  afford  the 
foot  palTenger  a  dry  as  well  as  a-  fliady  walk.  The  population  of  the. 
city  may  be  about  twenty  thoufand  perfons  ;.  and  of  the  two  duchies 
of  Modena  and  Reggio,  taken  together,,  three  hundred  thoufand. 

Modena  was  likewife  a  Roman  a)lony..  It  became  famous  during 
the  civil  war  of  the  lafl  triumvirate,  by  the  fiege  which  D.  Brutus  fuf- 
tained  here,  againft  Anthony.  He  was  relieved  by  Oftavius,  with  the. 
aid  of  the  tvv  o  generals  of  Caefar,  Hirtius  and  Panfa. 

*  I  too  am  a  painter  ! 
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In  the  year  1288,  it  fell  under  the  government  of  the  hotifc  of  Efte. 
It  was  next  feized  on  by  the  Buona  Corfi,  tyrants  of  Mantua :  then  by 
the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ferrara.  The  houfe  of  Efte  recovered  poC- 
feflion  of  it,  in  the  year  1456  ;  and  it  was  erected  into*  a  duchy  by  the 
Emperor  Frederic  the  Third.  It  is  now  governed  by  the  laft  male 
defcendant  of  the  Italian  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Efte;  whofe  daughter 
and  heirefs  is  the  wife  of  Ferdinand  archduke  of  Auftria,  the  governor 
of  Milan,  and  brother  to  the  Emperon 

In  the  cathedral  the  bucket  is  kept,  which  the  people  of  Modena 
took  fi-om  the  people  of  Bologna  ;  and  carried  with  them  as  a  proof  of 
their  vidory.  It  is  become  famous  by  the  favourite  poem  of  Taflbni, 
called  La  Secchla  rapita  (The  rape  of  the  bucket)  ;  which  is  very  high- 
ly efteemed,  by  the  Italians.  In  my  opiny)n,  however,  it  has  few 
<:harms  for  readers  of  the  prefent  age ;  who  cannot  underftand  the  nu- 
merous allufions  which  the  fatirift  made  to  his  contemporaries.  Befide' 
which,  it  is  difgracedby  equivocal  impurities.  In  a  French  book  which 
I  lately  read,  Taflbni  was  confounded  with  Taflb  ;  the  immortal  au- 
thor of  ycnifakm  delivered.  I  cannot  boaft  of  having  feen  the  bucket, 
that  remarkable  token  of  victory,  which  is  a  valuable  monument  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  middle  ages. 

Not  far  from  the  city  of  Modena,  there  was  formerly  a  ferry,  over 
the  Panaro  ;  at  prefent  there  is  a  magnificent  bridge.  The  Panaro 
feparates  the  territories  of  Modena  from  the  territories  of  Bologna.  The 
road  we  travelled,  from  Placenza  hither,  was  the  old  Roman  -^milian 
way,  renewed  and  made  wider ;  which  had  been  conftru£ted  in  the 
times  of  the  republic.     It  leads  from  this  place  to  Rimini. 

From  Modena  to  Bologna,  both  fides  of  the  toad  are  planted  with 
large  mulberry  trees.  The  fields  are  feparated,  in  right  lines  from 
each  other,  by  elm  trees  ;  round  which  the  high  vine  branches  twine. 
Tlie  land  is  fruitful  i  and,  immediately  round  Bologna,  we  meet  with 
many  well  cultivated  kitchen  gardens.  In  this  mild  climate,  the  vege- 
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tables  of  fummer  and  of  autumn  are  feen  in  great  plenty,  ripening  at 
the  fame  time. 

The  city  is  very  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  river  Rene;  A  row  of 
cultivated  hills,  adorned  with  country  feats  and  cloifters,  runs  by  the 
fide  of  Bologna ;  and  behind  thefe  hills  the  Apennine  mountains 
rife* 

Bologna  is  a  very  antient  place..  In  the  times  of  the  original  Etnt- 
rian  inhabitants,  its  name  was  Felfma  ;  and  it  was  the  chief  place  of  the 
Etrurian  confederacy.  As  early  as  the  reign  of  the  firft  Tarquin,  the 
Gauls  began  to  make  war  on  the  northern  limits  of  the  Etrurians:. 
Felfina  was  conquered  by  them,  and  they  called  it  Bononia. 

In  the  year  of  Rome  563,  a  Roman  colony  was  planted  here.  The 
people  of  Bologna  attempted  to  (hake  off  the  Roman  yoke,  under  the 
reign  of  the  emperor  Gratian  j  but  they  were  fooa  obliged  to  return, 
to  obedience. 

Theodofius  the  younger  founded  the  univerfity  that  is  here.  The 
city  was  feized  on  by  the  Lombards ;  but  Pepin,  of  France,  obliged 
Adolphus,  king  of  Lombardy,  to  yield  it  to  the  Pope  ;  together  with- 
the  exarchate  of  Ravenna.  It  once  more  fell  under  the  dominionof  the 
Lombards :  but  it  was  again  recovered,  by  Charlemagne,  when. he  took 
Dietrich,  the  king  of  this  people,  prifoner.  Bologna  rebelled,  againft 
Lotharius,  the  fon  of  Charlemagne  j  but  was  reduced  to  fubmiflion  by 
famine,  and  remained  for  fome  time  afterward  under  the  government  of 
the  Emperors. 

After  it  had  long  beeh  ruled  by  tyrants,  like  fo  many  other  of  the 
old  towns  of  Italy,  it  (hook  off  its  chains,  and  maintained  its  freedom. 
During  the  middle  ages,  the  free  ftates  of  Italy  well  knew  how  to  pro-»» 
fit  by  the  wars  of  the  Emperors,  their  contentions  with  the  Popes,  and 
the  commotions  excited  by  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibelines,  to  recover 
their  independancc.  The  Emperors,  in  general,  being  more  formidable 
than  the  Popes,  the  people  willingly  gave  their  fupport  to  the  latter: 
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fo  that  the  cities  were  generally  of  the  fa£lion  of  the  Guelphs,  which 
\vas  the  party  of  the  Pope  :  but  their  aid  was  not  without  wavering  or 
without  exception. 

Proud  of  its  prorpcrity,  Bologna  conquered  Iitiola,  Faenza,  Ravenna, 
and  Modcna,  with  feveral  little  towns,  and  w^as  the  chief  of  a  power- 
ful republic.  Internal  quarrels  put  an  end  both  to  their  grandeur  and 
tlieir  freedom.  The  fadion  of  the  family  of  Lambertazzi,  being  op- 
prefled  by  the  family  of  Geremei,  demanded  help  from  Pope  Nicholas 
the  Third.     Nicholas,  and  the  following  popes,  interfered  rather  indi- 

really,  than  immediately,  in  the  affairs  of  this  city  ;  and  perfuaded  the 

* 

other  cities  to  renounce  its  alliance  :  but,  in  the  year  1324,  the  Pope 
fent  a  legate  hither,  who  lorded  it  at  will ;  and,  ten  years  afterward, 
he  w.as  driven  from  Bologna,  by  the  citizens. 

They  once  more  recovered  their  indepcndance,  with  a  facrifice  of 
fome  part  of  their  antient  freedom,  which  they  were  not  very  capable 
of  maintaining,  and  chofe  Taddco  Pepoli  for  their  chief  magiftrate  ; 
who  governed  them  twelve  years  with  wifdom.  The  unworthy  fou 
of  a  noble  father  fold  the  city  to  the  archbifhop,  Vifconti,  of  Milan  ; 
whofe  deputy,  John  Oligio,  reigned  defpotically,  and,  after  the  death 
of  the  archbiihop,  would  have  fubjedled  it  to  a  fucceflicn  of  tyrants. 
Foiled  in  this  attempt,  he  furrendered  it  to  the  papal  legates  ;  who  were 
banilhedjin  the  year  1376;  and  Bologna  once  again  had  a  fliort  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty. 

It  was  then  feized  on  by  John  Bentivoglio,  and  he  was  maffacred. 
John  Galeazzo  Vifconti,  following  his  example,  took  it  and  delivered 
it  over  to  the  Pope  ;  and  it  became  fubjedl  to  frequent  changes,  now 
being  in  the  pofFefTion  of  the  Popes,  and  now  of  the  family  of  Bentivoglio. 

At  laft,  in  the  year  1513,  the  citizens  willingly  fubjeded  themfelves 
to  the  Pope ;  and  made  conditions,  which  ftill  left  them  in  the  pofleffion 
of  valuable  privileges,  after  they  found  themfelves  unable  to  obtain  or 
perhaps  tx>  endure  freedom. 
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By  virtue  of  thefc  conditions,  no  fortrefs  was  to  be  built  in  Bologna  : 
and  the  city  appoints  a  reprefentative,  who  has  a  feat  in  the  principal  tri- 
bunal of  the  Pope,  which  is  called  the  Rota.-  The  city  keeps  an  envoy 
at  Rome.  The  citizens  are  not  to  be  difturbed  in  their  pofleflions  ; 
and  Bologna  coins  its  own  money,  on  which  the  word  Libertas  is  im- 
prefled* 

The  Pope's  legate  muft  always  be  a  cardinal ;  and  he  and  the  vice 
legate,  who  is  the  next  in  rank,  prefide  in  a  fenate  confiding  of  fifty 
fenators,  one  of  whom  always  has  the  title  of  Gonfalonier,  and  which 
dignity  ev«ry  two  months  he  is  obliged  to  refign  to  one  of  his  peers; 
Ecclefiaftical  affiurs  are  fubjeded  to  the  archbiihop  ;  whofe  jurifdidion 
extends  over  fix  Italian  bifhops. 


LETTER    XL. 


Bologna,  24th  NoTcmber  1791* 

HIS  city  Is  fuppofed  to  contain  feventy  thoufand  inhabit* 
ants ;  and,  next  to  Rome,  is  the  principal  of  the  States  of  the  Church. 
The  arcades,  that  projed  firom  the  houfes,  are  fome  of  them  high,  and 
confiderable  ;  but,  in  general,  the  town  is  ill  built. 

The  grand  inftitution  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fciences  and  the 
fine  arts,  which  was  founded  in  the  year  1 712  by  Count  Marfigli,  and 
nobly  endowed  by  Clement  XT,  Benedi<ft  XIV,  and  many  private  per- 
fons,  is  an  enormous  building ;  which  contains  above  forty  apartments, 
with  many  halls  under  them,  and  a  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  tlie 
arts  and  fciences,  rich  beyond  all  that  I  have  ever  feen.  The  learned 
have  aflured  me  that  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiilory  is  not  only  amply 
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provided  with  the  wealth  of  nature,  in  every  ctivifion  of  her  three  king- 
doms, but  that  the  fpecimens  are  peculiarly  fine  ;  efpecially  the  foflils. 

The  library  is  faid  to  contain  above  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
volumes ;  not  including  the  numerous  and  valuable  manufcriptsy 
which  fill  an  entire  apartment.  Befides  which,  thofe  apartments 
that  are  dedicated  to  ftudy  are  furnifhed  with  an  individual  library 
for  each  fcience.  The  celebrated  hall  of  anatomy  ia  large,  and 
well  fupplied  with  all  parts  of  the  human  body  ;  which  are  admirably 
imitated,  in  wax.  The  large  and  valuable  coUedion  of  philofophicat 
inftruments,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Lord  Cowper,  was  laft  yeat 
purchafed  by  fome  private  citizens  of  Bologna,  and  prefented  to  the 
Inftitution. 

What  fliall  we  fay,  of  thofe  travellers  who  reprefent  Italy  as  a  coun- 
try in  which  the  arts  and  fciences  are  neither  known  nor  valued  ? 
Had  authors  like  thefe,  who  have  endeavoured  to  throw  contempt, 
nay  odium,  on  this  nation,  gained  credit  in  Germany,  we  fliould  at 
leaft  have  been  fubjedt  to  the  bitter  retort  of  ignorance :  but  our  coun- 
trymen are  too  well  informed,  and  too  juft,  to  be  thus  deceived.  Con- 
tempt more  generally  falls  on  thofe  who,  fometimes  from  ignorance, 
fometimes  from  malice,  are  difpofed  to  contemn.  The  works  of  young 
artifts,  both  painters  and  fculptors,  as  well  difplay  the  genius  of  the 
pupils  as.  the  indiiftry  and  talents  of  their  teachers.'  .  . 

There  is  a  hall  in  which  Turkifli  arms  are  kept,  that  were  taken  by 
Marfigli ;  who  was  in  the  imperial  fervice.  Though  engaged  in  war, 
the  love  of  fcience  did  not  forfake  him ;  for  he  took  fome  valuably 
Eaftern  manufcripts,  which  he  prefented  to  this  Inftitution. 

The  public  palace  is  a  very  large  building,  the  foundation  of  which 
was  certainly  laid  in  the  thirteenth  century.  It  is  inhabited  by  the  car- 
dinal legate,  and  the  gonfalonier  who  is  in  office. 

There  is  a  beautiful  collection  of  pidures  here  ;  among  which  is  a 
Samfon,  grafping  the  jaw  bone  of  an  afs,  and  furrounded  by  jhe  bodies 
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of  the  flaia  Philiflines,  by  Guido.  There  is  likewife  a  Holy  Virgin, 
fielding  the  child  Jefus  in  her  arms,  and  repofing  on  a  rainbow,  fur- 
rofijnded  by  hovering  angels  and  faints,  who  are  regarding  her,  by  the 
^rae  mafter  ;  which  is  an  admirable  pidure. 

Bok^gns^ls  immortalized  by  the  number  of  noble  mafters  it  has  pro- 
4u?ed ;  who  formed. a  grand  epocha,  in  the  art  of  painting,  and  after 
j^hom  thfe  Bolognefe fchopl  took  its  title:  though. by  fome  it  is  called 
tfee  fphool  of  Lombardy,  becaufe  m^i^y  of  the  mafters  were  natives  of 
that  neighbouring  country.  The  Roman  fchool,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fixteqnth  century,  having,  through  the  worics  of  Raphael  *,  attained 
\6.what  w^fuppofed  to  be,  and  what  perhaps  really  was,  the  fummit 
of  the  art,  many  imitators  of  this  gpeat.  man  arofe;  but  few  rivals. 
Corrcggio  alone  poflefled  that  full,  that  glowing,  convidion  of  his  own 
powerful  genius,  which  :made  him  qxcLaim  Ancb^iofono plttore :  yet  this 
great  min  was  by  no  means  valued  according  to  his  defert,  while  he 
lived.  The  painters  of  his  own  age  carefully  purfued  the  path  which, 
they  imagined,  orrty  led  to  the  temple  of  .Fame;  they  were  imitators  of 
Raphael  :'but  imitators  never  can  approach  the  great  original,  for  they  are 
ftill  no  better  than  imitators.  Wings  are  the  property  of  genius,  and  of 
genius  only.  He  that  encounters  genius  in  its  flight  muft  himfeif  be 
upoti  the  wing.  What  advantage-is  it  to  the  man  on  foot  that  he  fhall 
take  the  fame  diredion;  fince,  though  he  can  6teep,  he  cannot  foar  ? 

tudovico  Caracci  was  born  in  Bdlogna,  in  1555  ;  and,  roufedby  the 
Works  and  the  fame  of  Titian,  Andrea  del  Sarto,  Raphael,  Correggio, 
^tfd  jiiUo  Romano,  he  did  nqt  fubmit  to  .the  vexation  .of  being  an 
imitator,  but  had  the  courage  to  be  a  rival.  He  ftudied  thefe  imuFiortal 
mafters,  ahd  the  antients,  with  affiduity, -and  pAflion ;  with  burning 
zeal,  and  an  attentive  love  t)f  nature.  Agoftino -Catacci  was  formed 
in  his  fchool:  as  Ukewife  were  his  brother  Aiinibal  Caracci,  and  his 
*'  •••  :  "^     .  . 

3  •)Jtapliacl  was  born  at  Ui^binq,  in  the  tcmtwc&>of.fhij  church,  in  T483  ^  and  died,  in 
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coufin  Guido,  who  were  ftill  more  excellent.  Perhaps  there  never  was 
a  bolder  pencil  than  that  of  Annibal  Caracci.  Fut;  though  Ke  was 
bold,  he  was  not  rafh.  He  was  not,  like  many  modem  artifts,  who, 
by  their  unmeaning  and  unneceflary  traits,  and  their  impotent  attempts 
at  that  which  they  have  not  the  genius  to  attain,  wi(h  us  to  beliere  that 
they  underftand  how  to  tranfgrefs  the  ktws  which  Nature  herfelf  has 
given ;  and  that^tfaey  are  audacious  enough  to  ibar  beyond'  that  which 
they  never  could  reach.  Thofe.men  of  daring  yet  delicate  perception 
who  can  diftinguifh  the  true  line  of  beauty,  who  d<o  not  injure  the  free 
harmony  of  ideal  perfe&ion,  either  by  dmid  touches  that  ftnk  into 
iniignificance  or  fwelling  excefs  that  defies  trutb  and  nature,,  they  otdj 
underftand  how,  wheav  and  whac,  to-dhre. 

Bf  critics  we  are  tnilj  toldt 
Itifeds  ait  raflt,  eagles  are  bold; 

Guido,  perhaps,  was  not  fo  inceflantly  daring. as^Annib^.  Caracci';. 
but  he  was  inexpreilibly  lovely,  and  full  of  grace*  His  truth  of  repre^ 
fentation  is  exquifite ;.  even:  in  his  figures  that  hover  in  the  air,  which 
no  painter  ever  touched  with  fo  light  ahand. 

In  this  famous  fcfaool,  GuerdnOj.  Dominichino,  Albani^Cavedone, 
Tiarini,  and  other  great  mafters  were  formed :.  each  of  whom  had  a 
manner  of  his  own,  which  not  only  collcdlively  acquired  fame  for 
themfelves,  but  communicated  it  to  tLeit  inftru&ors«  The  fchool  of 
Bologna  was  dtftinguiflied  by  this  great  and  peculiar  quality,  that 
thofe  who  attained  a  certain  degree  of  per&Oion  had  each  a  manner 
that  was  truly  originaL 

NejLt  to  Rome,  there  is  no*  city  in  the  world  fo  rich  in  excellent 
pdntings  as  Bologna.  Here  we  find  noble  fpecimens  of  all  the  great 
artifts  of  Europe  ;  and  the  mafter  pieces  of  thofe  painters  who  formed 
themfelves  in  this  fchooL  Of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  churches, 
there  are  few  which  do  not  contain  fome  of  the  works  of  thefe  great 
artifts ;  and  many  are  full  of  them*     The  fight  of  thefe  pidures  che- 
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nflies  a  l<rre  of  the  tn,  amdogihe  citizens :  fome  of  whom  truly  fed 
their  beauties^  and^  others  pMtead  to  feel:  them  ;  which  occafion  the 
galleries  of  the  palaces  of  Bologna  to  be  richly  fumifhecL 

From  what  I  Jia\tc  faid,  you  will  perceive  how  much  employment 
there  is  here,  for  any  traveller  who  ihould  vifit  Italy  for  the  £tke  of 
the  pidures  h  conciiha^  Of  this  multitude,  I  fhall  only  examine  a 
few ;  and  fome  only  df  thole  I  ihaA  feled  to  mention.^  It  would  be 
well  for  gdtid  tafie,  were  it  to  pafs  over  me^ocrity,  and  examine,  only 
die  beautiffil :  nay  to  pafs  over  the  besotiful  itfelf,  and  contemplate 
n(me  but  the  moft  beautifuU 

I  muft  htie-  remind  you,  requefting^  you  to  remember,  that  I  may 
fiot  have  to  repeatHt  at  Florence;  Rome,  and  Naples,  I  (hall  view  many . 
piduresr  with'  admiration,,  which  I  (hall  paft  over  in  filence;- 
-  I  am  wandering  in  the  Hefperian  garden  ;.  where  I  behold  the  fruits 
of  Raphael,  Correggio,  Titian^  Caracci,  Guido,  Michael  Angelo,  and 
I  know  nor  how  many  other  immortal  men.  The  poor  commemo- 
ration, which  I  can  beftow  on  Aich  nuracles  of  art,  you  muft  coniidet 
ae  a  few  flower»^that  I  have  plucked  in  Paradife :.  but  flowers  alas  that, 
having  been  torn  from  their  roots,  wither  in  my  handl 

Id  the  Sampler!  palace^  I  faw  a  pidure  by  Guido,  which  is  efteemed 
one  of  the  moft  beauriful  this  mafter  ever  produced.  The  fubjed  is 
Peter  weeping",  after  having  denied  Chrift,  with  a  difciple  ftanding  be- 
fore him^  wiihing  to  afford  him  confolation.  IVofound  grief  is  esH 
prefled  with  inimitabli^  force  in  the  manly  countenance  of  Peter.  His 
cheek  is  bedewed  with  a  tear;  and  the  whole  attitude  of  the  body,  coxv 
refpon^g  with  the  cohvulfive  motku^ofone  of  Hitarms,  is  inexprefli- 
Uy  fine.  The  difciple  ftands  facing  kirn ;  fuB  of  compaffion,  and 
'anxiety.  I  thought  I  faw  his^  taibamiflment,  wifliing  to  confole  yet 
feeling  die  whole  guilt  of  his  firiend^  It  was  Lehaus  ftanding  before 
Peter;  as  Klopfiock  has  defctibed — 

Here,  berc,  I  bleed  I  .Tbit  is  my  Imnwg  wowd  r*^^ 
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were  the  words  which  every  liim  •  in  J:l|Cifiountraaiief  of  tbcip^mttet 
fcemed  to  utter,  whHe  Lebausi  yf^&  tW^h\oi,ti>  ^od  ^n  anfwir;tikftt 

fliould  afford  rfelief-^  .  >  -    ;•    '"^    I  ^  '    '•    •:      t 

-»  .  '  '  .  '    i      •     .  ' 

*'  The  heart  o'er  whelmed  of  Simon  to  contolc.**  '  '' 

.'•'.«  '  -  ■     •»   r\ 

The  head  of  an  angel,  by  Guido,  ife  fali  of  he*v=€olyi  gr^o^.  The 
cxeling,  painted  by  the  thrfce  Cltribct.  jnd-  Gifi^oiji^^  iyf^iB^preilil^ly 
iold.  .  The  fubjcif^.b  tkc  iat^ouijs  of  Hefcules*  .None  ^  vtifts;li]f^ 
ihefe  ihould  dare  to  paint  cielioga.  They  have  a  pc)iuU%r  cfaaFm^  l|y 
the  deception  of  their  forefliortening. 

%  The  architefture  of  the  chtirch  Jl^ef^a^ijmo  StOh^crc^  it(  fifle.j  {the 
nave  of  which  li  fuppotted  by  very  large  Gotinthjau  piUafs.  Um^ 
entirely  white  withtn,  it  has  a  ijiQre  light  appeafaacfeftharj  ia  ufual;  la 
the  churches  of  Italy.  Over  the  altar  ia  the  AffuBQj>tiod  <yf  the  Virgin : 
a  beautiful. pi6lure,lry  Agoftitio  Caracci, 

-  In  the  church  which  is  dedicated  t^  -St,  Domiivic,  the  body  ef  thii 
famt  is  baricd ;  and  liisiepulchce  is  adorned  -W^th  a  m^tfUidept  ,moaur 
ftient  of  white  marble :  the  work  of  Michael  *  Atig^lo  I|uyQit|iPoti,  ..and 
other  great  mailers.  .':.;!  \ 

There  ate  many  excellent  piifttiros  in  this  chufch ;  one  of  .Which  is 
othelWurdcf  of  the  Irinoeents,  byfGuido.  Iferp  a:niodKrj[>refles:hca: 
-infant  to  her  bofom,  hotienug  ovar^ityikbeelmg^'aB  tf  hopiiig  to  efcftpt 
-the ^  eye  of  the  murderer !  'HerBiiiirotHer,  itapeding  t^ 'b|ftw. '  with 
•Ker  right  hand ;  and  cla^irig  her  habe  with  the  left !  Ofle  l^ppeans 
-as  if  iefcaping :  extreme  /anguiCh ,  te .  in .  hfiTj  couatenapce,.  an4  y^ 
^Binkyou  hear  theifhtijekneft^eif^lBirfr^Wfh^r.i^ 
lia.her  ^flight,  flxeiis  Ibite^;»behin4)b5r ibe. "ReiJ^f^ ; itX/th^rl^regifeond^'^fi 
?b^iAilfalr)yotti?g  riidthqi?fteBtf^^iWrth  hpn  l»afldB  fj^aJ^P^jJ,  ^d  h€r;e)fes 
'diitfled/tb  .hcttvjin>  Vhb  »ia¥WeraWe;^oaj  ;  yvbile  .her  murdcredchijd 
is  lying  at  her  feet.  The  murdered  inncjcffats,  x^pthe  ground,,  are  ftijil 
lovely  in  death.     The  pallid  hue  of  death  is  lightly  exjpreffed,  on  the 

fading  cheeks  toKe-gefttle^!!e«p^-    ^-    " '    '^-   '' 
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'  TBeDyw^g  Virgin  is  Kkcwife  fliewn  in  the  chrurch*  The  drawing  is 
HaSd  tb  '!^  by'<}atdo;  apd.t&e  colouring  by  Etizabeth  Serani,  who  died 
At  the  ^e  of  'Axi^and-tfweoity.  Be  it  asiit  will,  it  appears  to  me  a  hea- 
"wvdyrfi&nvp^  Twenty  holy-pieopl^  ftarid,  op  kneel,  round  her  bed': 
one  isinsuUng^'.vathiiiloble ':mieh;  but  they  pay  little  attention  to 
him :  the  -wilole^  fool  of  each,  as  fixed  on  the  dying  Virgin.  The  ecftacy 
of  approaching  heaven  beams  in  her  .upward^^dice^ed  eyes.  A  young 
man  Aaffyds  1^'a  fey^htr  {\db'i"vAipk  jc^Qi:«xpeda(tion  is  moftiexceU 
fcnrty  coowafiredy'With  the  grieE'of'ihetseff.  This  no  doubtls  8t*  John. 
Angels  are  feen  hovering  in  triumph';  and  the  opening  heaven  pours 
down  its  fources  of  eternal  light  on  the  expiring  Virgin. 

In  this  c}iurch^  Tadd^  PepoK,  Ludbvico  Caracci,  Guidp,. and  Count 
Marfigfi,  the  founder  of  iImJ  timverfity,at6buriedr  ' 
-  Tha  fam(Mirf  St.-  ^ecilia^  of  Rapliael,  is  in  the  chnrck  Del  SaPita 
Giovanni  in  Monte.  To  denote  hir  invention  of  the  oi^an,  fhe  holds  a 
row  of  pipes  in  her  hand  j  and  is  looking  toward  heaven  with  mild 
ecftacy.  St.  Paul,  St.  Auguflin,  and  Mary  Magdklen,  -ftand  found  her:; 
the  latter  of  whomy  in  the  dignified  calm-  of  her  countenance^  I  think 
much  more  beautiful  t^an  Cecilia. 

There  is  likewife  a  Holy  Family  in  this  church,  finely  painted,  by 
Perugino ;  the  mafter  of  Raphael. 

»In  the  Rantoii  falace^  there  is  a  St.  Agatha,  by  Raphael,  which  I 
prefer  te  th6  fo  much  celebrated  Cecilia.  In  her  countenance  there  is 
that  full  «xpreffion  of  dignified- tranquillity  afnd  female  grace,  which  no 
painffer  knew  how  to  reprefent  equal  to  Raphael, 
r  -Befide  its  gallery,  in  which  among  many  other  mafter  pieces  there  are 
a  Sybil  ^nd  aniiaiahj  by  Ctiercino,  the  palace  of  Caprara  hals  a  hall  that 
•is'orhamented  with  Turkifli  trophie^^  which  were  the  fpbils  taken  by 
^JEneas-Gapiara,  Field  Marflial  of  Leopold  the  Firft. 

There  is  a  charming  road,  that  leads  to  the  handfome  monaftery  of 
&  Micbele  in  Bofco^  which  ftands  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
th«  city ;  on  %  hill  from  which  the  whole  city,  and  its  environs,  are 
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overlooked.  There  was  fbrtiierly  an  ancieiXt  temple  ftandiag  on  this 
height.  The  monaflery  contains  feveral  fine  pidures.;  among  twhich 
there  are  paintings  in  fre&o,  by  Gtiido.and  Annibal Catacci^  which 
would  have  been  very  remarkabloi  had  it  not  been  for  the  gseat  injuries 
they  have  received  from  time  and  the  air.  They  are  the  decoration  of 
a  circular  portico,  which  furrounds  the  courtof  the  fountain*  There 
is  a  copy,  after  Guido,of  a  Mary  Magdalen,  in  tke  iacriflydF  this 
church,  which  As  finely  executed,  by  Canuti.  Wheift  I  come  to  Rome^ 
Ihope  to  fee  the  original.  The  chttrch  of -£//  Men^canti  S  Dentro 
is  .remarkably  rich  in  paintings,  by  Guido,  Annib^  Carted,  «nd  others 
of  the  fame  fcheol.  i 

A  noble  painting,  by  Gu6rcitio,  embelUfhes  tite  principal  altar  of 
the  church  oiGefh  c  Maria;  the  fubjedrof  which  is  the circumcifion? 
and  it  contnins  ten  manly  figures  of  inimitable  force  and  truth,  fuch 
as  were  the  peculiar  charaderiftics  of  this  great  mafter. 

The  greateft  part  of  yeftcrday  morning  was  fpent  by  us  in  revievrfng 
^piAures  which  we  had  feen  before ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  we  vifited 
a  monaikry,  that  is  called  La  Santa  Madonna  di  Luca.  It  is  fup* 
pofed  to  contain  the  pidure  of  the  Virgin,  by  the  Evangelift  Saint 
Luke.  Poffibly,  the  painter-s  name  might  be  Lucas.  The  pidure 
became  known  by  the  name  of  the  artift,  and  it  would  not  be  at  aU 
VMMiderful  that  it  (hould  afterward  be  called  the  work  of  Saii^t  Luke. 
The  church  is  magnificent,  .and  the  architeAure  noble.  It  Hands 
on  a  hill,  a  ihort  league  from  the  city.  There  is  an  arcaded  walk  all 
the  way  to  it,  which  is  fpacious,  and  Supported  with  pillars  on  one 
iide.  This  and  the  church  have  both  been  ere&ed  by  a  voluntary 
tax,  and  by  the  donations  of  individuals,  and  of  various  companies  and 
communities.  The  benefadors  axe  denoted  by  anns  and  inicriptions. 
The  very  fervants  of  the  city  have  taken  a  ihare  in  this  expence  ;  and, 
what  is  more  extraordinary^  a  company  of  French  comedians,  who 
performed  in  Bologna,  were  likewife  contributors.  The  fanSificd 
.picture  is  a  rude  performance ;  and,  like  all  miraculous  paintingSa  ex* 
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cbediflgly  black.  Nlttfc  13ldaBiitittan,:atii^  Uy*  iij.>  Qloiiter  ti^^tVif 
church ;  who  every  two  yc^rs  a^repjaced  by  411^1  pch^  fir^^i  tlie 
city.     Their  mode  cf  Uving^ia  cKci^ed^^giy  reclufe  and  iever^u 

The  celebrated  Cailiai  has  d.rawQ.g,n\eri4iaa  line,  Upon  a. pavement: 
of  white  marble^  in  the  church  of  St.  Petroniu8»     J'be  ray  qf  Itgjlit 
pafTes  through  a  fmall  aperture,  in  the  upper  part  of  ^e  huildia||. 
The  meridian  pafflage  of  the  fun  aadxhe  moon  may  b^ro^  be  takea,i^  a 
very  convemetit  manner* 

Near  Bologna^  the  famous  ftone  called  after  the  city  is  found ;  wbichir 
when  calcined  and  Qxpofed  to  (h^  d^yUght^  acq[uirea  the  prope^  pfj 

ihining  for  fi^aie  llffiti^tbe  4<krl^.«:::;:  :.  i 

There  are  tw^  fm^U  fquan'(o^f84qt  the  city,,  which  are  nain^d  jiter 
the  noblemen  at  whofe  expence  they 'were  built :  Afinelli,  and  Gari* 
fendi.  The  height  of  the  firft  is  three  hundred  and  feventy-fix  feet ; 
and  that  of  the  tower  of  Garifendi.^  hundred  and  thirty.  The  latter 
Hands  fo  obliquely  that  the  top  is  nine  feet  from  the  perpendicular. 
The  people  of  Bologna  efteeni  this  as  a  wonderful  effort  of  architec- 
ture ;  though  probably  itUi  liothlfrg  mote  than  a  confequence  of  the 
finking  of  the  ground%  However,  though  lefs  than  the  other,  and 
fmking,  it  will  Jive  the  longeft  in  the  memory  of  man  :  for  it  is  men- 
tipnedtnlheimmortarpoem  of  Bfpl^.f.   :  ,  ;    .       ^ 

Here,  aS  in  many  part*  of  Italy;  tfce  msv^  .we^r.ploaks ;  >nd  the  won 
men,  ad  tn  Modena,  have  them  of^  bla^k  fatin.  At  a  diftance  froxii 
various  of  the  gates,  arcades  are  bvriU,.as  T^ijalks.  During  feveral  days» 
while  we  were  here,  the  tt^fttb^er  i9v:#s  ib.jsuld  that  we  had  noiK^  it^ 
fires;  and,  though  the  windows  were  left  open  {^1  day,  we  fell  po  cold 
oririconveiuence  from  ^the'i^on^  floors  of  the  qhambers. 

The  young  gentlemen  exhibit  fhemfelves  frequently  in  this  city,  as  fo. 
many  Phaetons,  in  their  high  carriages.     They  are  well  drefled,  drive 

*  Like  Garifendi's  tower  the  giant  ftood 
■  '  *  ■  J*orteotous  leaning  o*cr  Bologna's! -flood. 

.   '.  ipfernoy  cabto  xftxi«;Bojd'8  trasflation.        .     ;.  1 

Vol.  I.  N  n  (landing. 
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flandihg,  and  have  fertarits^  behind,  f  hU  in  itfelf  may  be  a  good  and^ 
a  pfo^er  exercilTe,  for  a  young  noblfeman  :  but  to  luve  the  vanity  of 
attrading  attention,  by  their  theatrical  attitudes^  is  only  a  proof  that 
they  have  no'better  mode  of  making  themfdves  known  j  nor  any  ta- 
lents niore  valuable  than  thefe,  when  they  palpably  court  public  admi^. 
ration  Hf  fuch  tneans. '  , 

1  had  almoft  forgotten  to  remaA  that  Salvani  refldes  at  Bologna^ 
who  has  made  himfelf  fo  famous  by  his  new  difcoveries  in  Animai^ 
Elcftricity.    I  was  infonned,  by  a  learned  friend  from  Italy,  that  he 
finds  the  mufdes  poflefs  politive  and  the  nerves  negative  eledricity. 
Signor  Volta,  of  Pavia,  has  gone  ^l  farther ;  and  has  proved  that  the* 
nerves,  fet  in  motion  by  deftricity,  Ukemfe  move  tix«  mufdes. 


LETTER     Xtl:- 


HottQcCy  7t£  December  1791^ 

.  1  EXPECTED  to  have  left  Bologna  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber ;  but  was  attacked  by  a  cold  a:hd  fever,  which  detained  me  nine 
days :  and  I  was  obliged  at  laft  to  fet  out  before  my  fever  had  left  me* 
I  hope  that  the  mild  change  of  air,  and  the  advice  given  me  by  Signor 
Bicchierai,  who  is  as  interefting  a  man  as  he  is  a  fagacious  phyfician, 
will  be  of  fervito  to  me. 

My  journey  over  one  of  the  Apennines  might  have  been  very  dan- 
gerous to  me,  had  not  the  weather  been  extraordinarily  mild  We 
found  fnow  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  which  is  in  part  planted  with 
chefnut  trees,  which  however  are.  of  very  poor  growth,  and  part  is  open. 
A  few  oaks  are  fcattered  here  and  there,  which,  being  lopped  as  is  the 
cuftom  in  this  country,  afforded  but  a  gloomy  sSptGt. 

The 
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The  day  before  yeftcrday,  we  were  furprifed  by  a  very  unexpeded 
appearance  :  we  faw  a  fire,  which,  as  we  were  told,  proceeded  from  a 
volcano.     It  burns  continually,  and  I  wonder  that  it  ihould  be  fo  little , 
knowiu  ^ 

We  perceived  the  air  grow  milder,  aa.  we  ^prp^Ued  Florence ;  and 

it  was  fo  like  fummer,  yefterday  evening,  that  we  faw  the  glow  worm 

{hining  in  the  grafs.     Although  indifpofedji  here  I  fit  without  a  fire, 

rand  with  my  windows  open.     The  baLfamic  mildnefsof  the  air  entirely 

-exceeds  my  expectation :  it  b  the  garden  of  Hefperia. 

Perhaps  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  be  briefly  remitided  of  the 
origin  of  the  antient  inhabitants  of  this  country*  They  were  called 
Etrurians ;  and  Tufcans ;  and  by  the  Greeks  Tyrrhefti }  6t  Tyrfenu 
The  cradle  of  all  nations  is  ftr^wed  with  the  flowers  of  fabulous 
hiftory.  Various  writers  itupute  their  Origin  to  various  fources:  but 
*  who:  among  them  is  fo  def^Drving  of  i)clief  ^  Dionyfius  of  Halicar- 
naflus  ?.  that  profound  enquirer  into  antiquity ! 

According  to  him,  as  far  as  the  uncertainty  of  hiftory  and  the  dark* 
nefa  of  former  times  might  ,be  depended  qpon,  t^e  Etrurians  had  always 
beoai  ijihabinsknts  of  Italy:  but  not  in  the  country  which  was  propcFly 
called  Etruria.  They  had  lived  more  northerly^  between  the  Apen* 
nines  apd  the  Po,  from  Bologna  to  Placenza*    * 

The  Tyrrhcni  were  a  very  different  people.  They  were  Greeks, 
jind  hj  origin  certainly  the  P^lq/gi.  They  were  driven  out  of  Theflaly, 
by  the  Cares  and  the  Lekgcs ;  and  became  wanderers,  went  to  Lydia, 
and  at  lafl:,  abovethree  hundred  years  before  the  deflru^on  of  Troy,  or 
fifteen  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  they  fettled  in  Italy ; 
extending  themfelves  from  the  two  feas,  as  far  as  the  Apennines  and 
the  Tiber:  w^hich  includes  the  prefent : Tuicany,  with  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  State). of  the  Ghwch.  .  The Tyrrheni  appear  to  have  been  a 
very  flourifliing  people.  The  following  is  the  account  given  us  by 
Diodonis  Sicuhis.' 

^^  The  TyrrheiU)  in  early  times,  were  valiant,  conquered  many  coun« 

N  n  a  ••  triesj 
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••  tries,  and  feized  on  niimerous  and  large  cities.     Long  niafters  of  the 

**  ocean,  they  gave  their  name  to  the  Tyrrhenian  fea.      They  im- 

-"  proved  the  military  art,  and  invented  the  Tyrrhenian  trumpet  j  which 

"  is  very  excellent  in  war.     They  firft  gave  their  leaders  li£tor8,  the 

'^*  curule  ivory  chair,  and  the  pnrple  embroidered  toga.     They  firft 

^*  built  piUared-walks  round  their  houfes.     They  made  a  great  progrefe 

**  in  natural  hiftory,  m  mythology,  and  the  fine  fciences.  They  were  ob- 

"  fervcrs  of  the  we«(ther,  and  explained  the  lightning  as  denoting  die 

^^  will  of  the  gods;  for  which  veafon  tlie  all^conquering  Romans  ad- 

'**  mi^d  and  cortfidcred  them  as  the  interpreters  of  diis  will.     They 

•*  iridaftrioufly  cultivated  their  fruitful  plains ;  which  not  only  afibided 

**  them  fufficient  food,  but  abundance,  and  fuperfluity.     They  made 

*^  two  meds  each  day  : » atid  the-cufliions  on  which  they  reclined,  while 

'"  W-  table,  vrore  emlfrbidered  "^with  flowers.     They  had   numerous 

«  drinlangveflels  of^iWfer,  and  a  great  number  of  fervants  to  attend 

**  them  :  who  were  all  clothed  sibove  the  condition  of  £ervitude.     They 

^*  bad  mdny  difierent  hdufes,  and  feparate  chambers.     They  had  funk 

^<  into -inadivit^  (Bind  voki]rtuou(h6fs }  an(]f,  with'thelofft  of  their  >admi« 

**  rablei  valour,  hadlikewiie^oft  their  fame  in  war.    Thiekind  of  in* 

**  diilgehce  was  ndt  a  little  increafed,  by  the  fertility  of  their  lands  j  fo^ 

"  the  excellence  of  their  foil  afforded  them  great  abundance,  which  they 

•*  ftored  in  their  granaries.     Their  fertile  hills  increafe  the  beauty  of 

*^  their  wealthy  plaint ;  and  theSr  country  is  fufficiently  watered,  evea 

^*  in  fummer*  •' 

Diodorus,  in  this  paffage,  evideittlyconfounds  the  Tyrrheni  with  the  ] 
Etrurians.  This  however  is  the  more  pardonable  fince,  in  reality,  the 
two  nations  mingled  with  ^each  other,  and  gradually  became^one.  What 
'  he  fays  of  their  commerce  belongs  intirely  to  the  TyrrhenL  Thdr 
enquiries  into  nature,  mythology,  arid  their  refpedful  obfitivance  of 
the  wUl  of  the  gods,  were  qualit^s  for  which  the  Etrurians  vrere 


•  Diodor.  rol.  i,  p.  362,  cd»  Wcffcl. 
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famed;  wham  the  Romans,  applying  to  them  the  Greek  word,  Stum^ 
to  facrlfice,  called  Tufcans,  and  employed  principally  to  ferve  in 
their  temples.  We  are  told  by  Livy*,  that  it  was  aflerted,  in  his  time, 
-that  the  Roman  youths  formierly  ufed  to  be  inftruded  in  the  Etrnfcaa 
language  j  as  they  afterward  were  in  the  Greek. 

The  Tyrrheni  appear  to  have  enjoyed  a  republican  conftitution; 
which,  among  the  Etrurians,  had  fometbing  of  the  monarchical  form. 
Their  government  w?is  divided  into  twelve  branches ;  over  each  of 
which  they  appointed  a  chief,  whom  they  called  the  Lucumo.  JLong^ 
rbefore  the  Etrurians,  forfaking  their  antient  refidence  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Apennines,  had  come  into  that  cpuntry  which  had  firft  been  in- 
habited by  the  Tyrrheni,  and  afterward  took  the  name  of  Etruria,  they 
.certainly  had  extenfive  poflefllons  in  this  country ;  which  reached  even 
as  far  as  Campania,  where  they  had  built  the.  city  of  Capua  before  the 
founding  of  Rome.  We  are  informed,  by  Virgil,  that  Pifa,  in  the  t;ime 
of  iBneas,  was  certainly  an  Etrurian  town*  Their  removal  over  tl^e 
Apennines  happened  at  the  time  that  the  Firft  Tarquin  governed  in 
Rome.  It  was  then  that  the  Gauls  attacked  them,  with  a  powerful 
army,  and  feized  on  their  principal  city,  Feljina;  which  they  called 
Bononia:  the  prefent  Bologna.  Though  we  may  well  imagine  there 
were  bloody  wars,  between  the  Tyrrheni  and  the  Etrurians,  when 
the  latter  attacked  the  Tyrrheni  in  the  country  they  enjoyed  beyond 
the  Apennines,  yet  the  people  became  fo  mingled,,  with  each  other, 
that  at  length  they  formed  but  one  nation. 

They  carried  on  a  great  trade,  feized  on  the  coafts  of  Sardinia  and 
Corfica,  and  from  thence  failed  into  the  great  ocean,  beyond  the  pillars 
of  Hercules.  Here  they  difcovered  an  ifland  j  to  which  they  would 
hayje  fent  a  colony,  but  they  were  oppofed  in  this  projed  by  the  Car- 
thaginians. 

By  degrees,  the  Etrurians  became  ihamefully  vitiated ;  and  there- 
;fore  were  the  piore  eafilyfubjeaed,  by  the  Romans. 

'         -'       *  Liv.  lib.  xi.  36* 
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.  Whether  Florence  had  with  certainty  been  an  Etrurian  city,  or,  as 
others  affirm,  was  built  by  the  foldiers  of  Sylla,  and  was  called  Fitters 
^tia^  afterward  Florentia^  it  is  difficult  to  determine*  It  was  deftroyed 
by  Totila,  king  of  the  Goths  ;  and  rebuilt  by  Charlemagne.  It  main- 
tained its  liberty  for  feveral  centuries ;  but  at  length  became  neither 
capable  norivOrthy  of  liberty,  and  was  therefore  continually  diftraded 
by  different  fadions.  The  Guelphs  and  Ghibelins  aflaulted  each 
Other,  with  tiDe«ingtii(hal)lerageA  The  party  fiibdued  was  obliged  to 
tHy  the  country ;  and  was  indtlfttious  in*  exciting  enemies  againft  it* 

Jealous  of  their  freedom,  the  Florentines  took  thefingular  refolution 
tif  excluding  the  nobility  frtmi  all  public  offices  ;  and  tonfequently  the 
nobles  had  no  other  road  open^  to  power,  than  that  of  becoming  of 
the  rank  of  citizen.  This  rank  very  foon  included  all  the  power  and 
dignity  that  had  formerly  appertained  to  the  rank  of  noble ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  after  the  degradation  of  the  nobility,  the 
reign  of  riches,  which  is  certainly  the -rnofl  ligorous  and  the  moil 
degrading,  mufl  have  taken  place. 

The  family  of  the  Medici  foonprcdominated,  by  its  health  and  in- 
fluence ;  and  Cofimo  Medici,  a  man  of  great  talents,  governed  Florence 
without  poITeifing  the  title  of  prince.     The  government  was  continued 
in  his  family,  till  at  lafl  its  power  was  publicly  acknowledged  by  the 
•people. 

Freedom  !s  an  inisfftlmable  bleffing :  but,  if  4t  be  not  promoted  by 
purity  of  manners,  it  foon  degenerates  into  anarchy,  and  the  defpotifm 
of  the  multitude ;  which,  of  all  others,  is  thei&oft  dreadful  misfortune 
that  can  'befall  a  country.  Whoever  will  read  the  excellent  hiftory  cf 
Florence,  by  MachiavTcl,  will  'be  convinced  that  the  Florentines  were 
incapable  of  freedom  ;  and  that  the  chai]|ge,  which  happened  in  thmr 
conftitution,  was  evidently  ablefling. 

At  theextindion  of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  Francis  of  liomdne, 
grand  duke  of  Tufcany ,  was  the  hufband  of  Maria  Therefk ;  and  ceded 
Xorraine  to  Staniflaus,  who  had  been  king  of  Poland*     Tufcany  is  now 
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govemed  bf  die  grandfcm  of  Fnads ;  who  i$  the  fecond  foa  ^'  the 
Emperor.  . 

P.  S.  I  have  obtsined  further  information^  concerning  the  vorcana: 
L  mentioned,  from  the  learned  Signor  Bicchierai ;  who  has  vifited  the 
pkce  himfelf.  He  does  not  believe  it  to  be  a  volcano ;  as  he  can  nei-. 
ther  find  traces  of  any  crater,  of  (tones  that  it  has  thrown. out,^  or 
of  b/fa^  He  has  only  difcovered.  cavities  in  the  earth,  which  exude  a 
petrol,  OF  Uquid  bitumem  This  oil  probably  gives  the  air  an  inflamma-i- 
Kny  quality^  He  believes  that  it  is  often  enflamed  by  violent  gufts  of 
vrind;.and  that  thea  it  catches  fire:  though  it  does  not  conilantly 
burn  :  .but  that  very  firequently  this  infiammatory  air  catches  fire  by  the 
torches  that  are  brou^t  thither.  A  flight  degree  of  warmth  is  felt  in 
thefe  places.  Sir  William  Hamilton  had  this  air  bottled,  and  fent  to 
England :  experiments  were  made  upon  it,  and  it  was  found  to 
Ife  of  the  fame  kind  aa  the  inflammable  air,. .  which  is  common  to  the 
coalpits  at  Newcaftle*- 


LETTER    Xin. 

Florence,  Tyth  December  IJ^W 

JL  HIS  city,,,  which  in  the  time  of  its  freedom  was  one  of 
themoft  populous  in  Europe,  does  not  now  contain  more  than  feventy- 
four  thouiand  inhabitants.  Its  fite  on  the  Amo  is  beautifid ;  and  its 
four  large  bridges  give  it  a  grand  appearance :  but  it  is  not  well  ladlt. 
I  allow  that  the  flione  houfes,  of  this  as  well  as  of  all  the  Italian  town% 
are  greatly  preferable  to  our  own :  but  their  ftreets  are  iittrow  and 
crooked. 
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I  ^uft  own,  fht  famous  Florentine  galleiy  iaii  not  equalfod  my  cxf* 
pedation.  It  contains  pidures  of  the  greateil  mafters;  but  they  are 
not  tbeir  beft  performances :  and  the  remainder  are'  of  the  Florent&ie 
fchool;  the  works  of  which  are  infipid  and  li£eleiSy  compared  to  the 
fuli  and  powerful  impreffions  we  receivct  from  the  Bolognefe  arttfts : 
the  thtcc  Caracci,  Guido,  and  Guercino.  \     - 

It  is  better  provided  with  antient  flatues;  S&ttt  contains  the  fineft 
produdions  of  antiquity.  I  will  not  enumirace  all  the  antient  empe^ 
roTs,  and  the  emprefies,  with  which  this  hali  abounds ;  but  pafs  on  to 
the  famous  Venus  de  Medicis,  an  Apollo,  the  Roman  flave  or  wbetter, 
the  wreftlers,  and  the  dancing  Fauns.  You  hxve  feen  excellent  cafts 
ofallth^fe  ftatues:  but,  oh,  how  inferior  is  the  very  beft  of  them  to 
the  originals ! 

Ariadne  fleeping,  of  a  coloflal  fize,  Hercules  attacking  Neffus,  the 
Centaur,  and  a  fleeping  Morpheus,  with  poppies  in  his  hand,  are  all 
full  of  expreflion.     The  Morpheus  is  of  black  marble. 

A  coloflal  head  of  Alexander,  dying,  is  of  the  highefl:  beauty.  I 
cannot  imagine  how  Addifon  could  have  fuppofed  the  artifl:  meant  to 
reprefent  Alexander  weeping,  becaufe  he  had  no  new  worlds  to  con- 
quer. A  defire  of  new  worlds  might  pafs  fleeting  through  his  great 
mind  ;  but  fuch  a  thought  never  could  have  been  followed  by  fuch  an 
earnefl:  appearance.  I  could  -  much  fooner  believe  that  the  fculptor 
intended  Alexander  fliould  be  reprefented  in  the  moment  of  repentance, 
for  the  murder  of  Clytus.  Be  it  as  it  will,  we  fee  evident  marks  of  the 
approach  of  death.  The  genius  of  the  artift  has  reprefented  the  ftrength 
of  the  dying  Alexander  as  finking  before  that  approach. 

Niobe,  with  her  feven  fons  and  fevcn  daughters,  ftands  in  a  fpacious 
hall.  Her  oflfsprlng  are  all  as  krge  as  life;  but  the  figure  of  Niobfe  is 
toloHal.  I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  this  exception,  with  refped 
to  the  mother,  difturbs  the  harmony  of  the  whole  much'  lefs  than  yon 
Woiild  ima^me.  The'  point  of  titne,  'Chofen  by  tihe  irtift,  is  when  only 
one  fon  isHain,  by  the  arrow  of  Apollo*    The  figure  of  the  "fallen 
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youth  u  very  fine.  However,  it  appears  to  me  unworthy  of  the  great 
artift  to  have  given  him  two  large  wounds.  The  Greek  artifts  are 
generally  careful  to  keep  the  difagreeable  out  of  fight ;  and  what  need 
was  there  for  more  than  one  wound,  from  the  bow  of  the  far-ftriking 
God,  to  lay  the  dying  youth  in  the  duft  ? 

The  youth  lies  on  his  back,  and  there  is  a  horfe  {landing  befide  him; 
from  which  it  has  been  conje^ured,  with  great  probability,  that  the 
dead  youth  was  (hot  from  his  horfe.  The  animal  cannot  in  truth  be 
praifed  :  which  is  the  c^e  with  many  of  the  horfes  of  antiquity,  though 
forae  of  them  are  excellent. 

The  young  women  are  much  more  beautiful  than  the  youths  ;  fome 
of  whom  appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  neither  of  their  mother  nor  their 
fiilers.  All  are  reprefented  in  difierent  attitudes,  in  expectation  of  ap- 
jproaching  death. 

Ovid,  who  in  his  noble  narrative  gives  a  different  picture  to  that  of 
the  artift,  fuffers  more  of  the  youths  to  be  (hot  from  on  horfeback :  but 
he  appears  to  have  feen  thefe  ftatucs,  for  he  has  cAught  the  moft  love- 
ly idea  of  the  fculptor,  that  of  the  youngeft  daughter  flying  to  take 
ihelter  in  the  lap  of  her  mother. 

XJItima  reftabat,  quamtoto  corpore  mater, 

Tota  vefte  tegens,  Unam,  minimaxnque,  relinque  1  ^ 

De  multis  minimam  pofco,  clamavit,  et  unam  ! 


The  laft  vidi  eager  care  the  mother  vellM, 
Behind  her  fprtading  mantle  clofe  conceal 
And  with  her  body  guarded^  as  a  (hield. 
Only  for  this,  this  youngeft,  I  implore  : 
Grant  me  this  one  requeft,  I  aik  no  more. 


Croxall. 


The  expreffion  of  the  mother,  whofe  beauty  (hines  vifibly  thrqugh 
her  grief,  is  inimitable. 

There  is  a  fixteenth  figure,  that  is  ambiguous^,  Some  aflSrm  it  to  be 
Amphion,  the  hofband  of  Niobe ;  who,  according  to  the  fable,  killed 

Vol*  L  O  o  himfelf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a8a  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG, 

himf^lf  for  grief,  after  the  death  of  his  children  :  but  the  figure  of  this 
man  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fuiEciently  noble  for  Amphion.  He 
has  a  bonnet  and  a  cloak,  which  are  rather  the  coftume  of  a  flave  than 
bf  a  hero.  Heyne,  the  aulic  counfellor,  it  is  faid,  fuppofed  it  to  be  a 
flave,  who  had  been  a  tutor  to  thefons ;  and  yet  this  opinion  does  not 
1  think  appear  to  be  well  grounded  ;  for  this  ambiguous  reprefentation 
of  a  flave,  between  Niobe  and  her  fourteen  children,  would  be  a  difa- 
greeable  expedient ;  or  fomething  worfe. 

It  appears  much  more  probable  that  this  figure,  though  it  was  diC* 
covered  with  the  others  in  the  fixteenth  century,  is  no  part  of  the  fame 
ftory  .* 

Tlie  mufeum  of  the  Grand  Duke  is  a  very  ample  and  remarkable  col- 
ledion,  from  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature.  The  anatomical  prepa- 
rations, in  wax,  are  executed  with  great  powers  of  deception^ 

I  have  no  where  feen  fo  many  fpecimens  of  birds,  which  were  equal- 
ly well  preferved,  and  equally  natural  in  their  attitudes.  It  is  likewife 
admirably  rich  in  infeds,  and  fliells ;  and  connoiflturs  affirm  that  the 
mineralogical  colleftion  is  exceedingly  ample.  One  apartment  is  en- 
tirely filled  with  plants,  kept  under  glaflts ;  and  thofe  tender  plants 
that  cannot  be  well  preferved  are  reprefented,  with  uncommon  art,  in 
wax.  They  appear  to  grow,  in  all  their  beautiful  bloom  j  and  the 
filvcr  coloured  down,  of  certain  leaves,  is  imitated  with  the  utmoft 
degree  of  reality. 

The  new  palace  of  the  Grand  Duke,  which  is  called  the  Pala%%o  Pitti^ 
the  name  of  its  former  pofleflbr,  is  noble  in  appearance,  without,  and 
magnificent,  within.  It  is  moil  remarkable  for  its  fine  collection  of 
pictures,  only  fomc  of  which  I  Ihall  notice. 

^  When  I  ^rote  this,  I  had  not  fcen  a  baflb  relieTO,  at  Rome ;  in  wliich  there  is  the 
figure  of  Amphion,  and  likewife  of  the  pedagogue,  and  the  nurfe.  In  a  farcephagus  of 
the  Villa  Borghcfi  at  Rome,  we  likewife  find  the  pedagogue  and  the  nurfe.  I  therefore 
retra£^  my  opinion,  and  think  it  probable  that  Counfellor  Heyne  was  right  in  his  conjee* 
tare  s  but  t£rat,  perhaps,  the  Amphion,  as  well  as  the  nurfe,  bos  aot  been  difcoverod. 

Here 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  2^3 

'  'Here  is  the  fo  juftly  famed,  and  the  fo  frequently  copied,  Madonna 
delta  Sedia^  by  Raphael ;  which  our  Preifler,  with  his  mafterly  hand^ 
has  lately  engraved.  The  pidure  is  in  excellent  prefer vation,  and  is 
kept  covered  with  a  glafs, 

A  large  allegorical  pidure,  by  Rubens,  is  full  of  poetic  fire.  A 
waxrior  iffues  from  the  open  gate  of  the  temple  of  Janus,  tearing  him- 
felf  from  the  arms  of  a  beautiful  woman,  who  appears  to  be  the  figure 
of  Peace,  The  Furies  of  war  force  him  from  hen  Another  woman 
follows  him,  fhrieking,  bearing  a  mural  crown ;  and  before  him  are 
extended,  on  the  ground,  various  figures  of  men. 

Two  large  landfcapes,  by  Rubens,  poflefs  all  that  life  of  nature 
which  that  great  painter  knew  how  to  heftow,  as  well  on  this  branch 
of  the  art  as  on  hiftorical  fubje<fts. 

Here  too  is  a  very  beautiful  painting,  by  Rubens,  reiprefenting  him- 
felf,  his  brother,  Hugo  Grotius,  and  Juftus  Lipfius. 

I  found  the  fame  Holy  Family,  by  Rubens,  here,  which  I  had  fo 
much  admired  in  the  palace  of  Giacomo  Balbi,  at  Genoa.  This  of  the 
Grand  Duke  may  be  the  original ;  but  I  confefs,.if  that  at  Genoa  be  the 
copy,  it  has  fomething  in  it  of  the  lovely,  which  I  cannot  but  prefer.  I 
mull  not  however  omit  to  add  that  the  pi<3:ure  here  is  in  a  bad  light. 
•  The  portriuts,  by  Raphael,  are  very  fine;  and  I  was  exceedingly 
interefted  to  find,  among  them,  thofe  of  Pope  Julio  the  Second,  and 
Leo  the  Tenth. 

A  Madonna,  with  the  Holy  Child,  by  Carlo  Dolce,  is  excellent :  but 
there  are  two  pieces,  by  the  fame  maftcr,  a  Chrift  and  a  Madonna,  which 
I  think  more  excellent. 

There  ^re  two  Holy  Families^  by  Raphael ;  one  of  which  is  very 
fmall,  and  uncommonly  beautiful. 

Here  are  Martin  Luther  and  his  wife,  by  Holbein.  We  are  fur- 
prifed  to  meet  our  Luther,  fo  frequently,  in  the  galleries  of  Italy. 

Another  Holy  Family,  by  Raphael,  in  his  firft  manner.  It  is  very  in- 
tereiling  to  contemplate  by  \diat  degrees  the  mind  of  tfdt.goeat  man 
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foared  beyond  his  mafter,  Perugino,     His  firft  performances  might  be 
taken  for  the  mafter  pieces  of  his  inftrudtor. 

A  Saint  Sebaftian,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto,  is  one  of  the  fiaeft  ornaments 
of  this  rich  colledion. 

Four  landfcapes,  by  Gregorio  Fidanza,  a  painter  now  living  at  Rome, 
are  excellent.  Two  of  them  are  of  fummer :  the  third  is  a  winter 
piece,  and  the  fourth  a  view  on  the  fea  (hore. 

There  is  a  large  garden,  belonging  to  the  PalasizoPitti^  which  might 
be  called  a  winter  garden  ;  for  it  is  full  of  evergreens  :  among  others 
are  the  prickly  oak,  the  cyprefs,  various  pines,  the  olive,  the  common 
laurel,  the  lauro-ccrafus^  the  Untifcus^  and  the  wild  laurel  j  which  is  in 
bloom  about  Chriftmas  in  our  hot-houfes,  and  then  bears  no  fruit ;  but 
here,  in  the  open  air,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  it  teems  with  its  clear 
blue  berries.  Even  the  pbilyrea^  and  the  black  poplar,  are  dill  in  leaf 
in  this  garden. 

There  are  feveral  pidures  in  the  church  of  the  Annunciation,  none 
of  which  appear  to  me  very  remarkable ;  except  the  famous  Madonna 
del  Saccoy  in  frefco ;  which  is  fo  called  becaufe  Jofeph  is  leaning  on  a 
fack.  The  perfonages  are  the  Holy  Virgin,  the  child  Jefus,  and 
Jofeph.     It  is  painted  by  Andrea  del  Sarto,  and  is  very  fine. 

The  figure  of  Dante  is  in  the  cathedral,  crowned  with  laurel.  We 
often  meet  with  him,  here,  and  always  crowned  with  laurel.  This 
great  man  was  not  buried  in  his  native  city,  but  at  Ravenna. 

In  the  church  Delia  Santa  Croce  are  the  monuments  of  three  re- 
markable men  of  genius,  all  Florentines :  Galileo,  Machiavel,  and 
Michael  Angelo  Buonaroti.  The  following  infcription  is  on  the  monu* 
ment  of  Machiavel,  which  has  been  ereded  in  modern  times. 

Tanto  nomini  nullum  elogium  par. 

Nicolaus  Machiavelli 

Obiit  Ao  M.D.XXVn. 

The  chuich  of  St.  Lawrence  is  famous,  for  being  the  burybg  place 
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of  the  fiimily  of  the  McdicL  They  lie  in  the  facrifty  ;  in  which  there 
are  two  monuments,  with  beautiful  ftatuary,  by  Michael  Angelo:  but 
they  «re  not  quite  finifhed. 

A  large  and  magnificent  chapel  has  long  been  building,  in  which  the 
remains  of  the  family  of  the  Medici  are  to  be  placed.  Its  form  is  odla- 
gon,  and  it  contains  fix  large  fepulchres ;  four  of  Egyptian  and  two  or 
oriental  granite;  defigned  by  Michael  Angelo.  There  are  niches 
wrought  above  thefe  fepulchres,  in  which  colofTal  ftatues  of  the  Medici 
are  placed ;  fo.me  of  which,  by  Giovanni  di  Bologna,  are  very  excellent* 
There  is  a  fine  library  belonging  to  this  church,  the  books  of  which 
are  all  chained  to  tables,  and  which  may  be  reached  with  convenience. 
The  number  of  volumes  does  not  appear  to  be  confiderable ;  but  it  con- 
tains fome  choice  manufcripts.  I  faw  a  Latin  bible,  and  a  Virgil ;  the 
firft  of  the  (ixth,  and  the  lafl  of  the  fifth  century.  I  looked  into  the 
beginning  of  the  ^neid,  and  did  not  find  the  four  firft  verfes ;  be- 
ginning We  ego  qui  quondam;  which  the  bed  commentators  hold  to  be 
fpurious.     The  poem  begins  with  Arma  virumque  cano. 

For  my  own  part,  I  confefs  thefe  four  verfes  do  not  appear  to  mc 
unlike  Virgil :  but  his  fine  tafte  might  difcover  that  they  were  unne- 
ceffary,  and  not  worthy  to  begin  the  ^neid  :  he  might  therefore  omit 
them. 

The  celebrated  copy  of  the  Pandeds,  of  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Juftinian,  is  not  allowed  to  be  fliewn,  without  permiflion.  I  eafily 
confoled  myfelf  with  the  lofs  of  this  fight  j  and  could  not  help  recol- 
leding  the  queftion  that  once  was  put  to  me,  with  great  vivacity,  by  a 
German  profeflbr  :  who  demanded  whether  the  King  of  Denmark,  then 
on  his  travels,  had  been  to  Florence,  and  had  looked  at  the  famous  copy 
of  the  Pandeas  ?  The  fagacious  pedant  thought  that  no  objeft  was  fo 
worthy  of  remark,  to  a  young  prince,  as  this  manufinript.^ 

There  is  a  confiderable  coUedion  of  figures,  in  the  Pala%zo  RiccarcH : 
among  others  the  Four  Evangelifts,  by  Carlo  Dolce. 

A  very  fine  portrait  of  Andrea  Del  Sarto,  by  hkAfelE 
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The  deling  of  a  large  chamber  full  of  ornament$  is  by  Luca  Gior- 
dano. The  fubjeifts  he  has  chofen  are  all  mythological  j  and .  the 
whole  performance  is  of  remarkable  beauty. 

'  On  the  walls  of  the  Palazzo  uiltoviti  are  fifteen  famous  men,  as  Mer- 
curies, cut  in  ftone :  among  whom  are  Dante,  Petrarch,  Boccacio, 
Quicciardini,  Ficino,  who  is  well  known  for  his  fine  edition  of  Plato, 
and  Amerigo  Vefpucci.  In  the  palace  itfelf  is  a  fmall  collection  of 
piiStures ;  which  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  noble  portrait  of  Ra- 
phael, by  hioifelf,  and  prefcnted  to  the  anceftors  of  the  prefent  family. 

I  am  juft  come  from  the  ftone  of  Dante  (II  fajo  del  Dante)  j  a 
place  on  a  feat  of  ftone,  which  is  oppofite  to  the  cathedral,  and  is  fq 
called  becaufe  the  poet  ufed  to  delight  to  fit  there.  The  memory  of 
this  great  man,  who  lived  five  hundred  years  ago,  is  very  frefh  among 
his  countrymen  ;  and  will  never  be  forgotten,  while  la  dolcc  favdla 
^cfca^  the  fweet  Tufcan  tongue,  fliall  be  fpoken  and  read. 

When  his  noble  poem  firft  became  public,  the  people  often  pointed 
with  aftoniftiment  to  the  man  who  had  returned  from  vifiting  purga- 
tory, hell  and  heaven.  They  fuppofed  the  hundred  cantos^  of  his 
Divina  Cothcdia^  to  be  the  defcription  of  a  real  journey. 

The  church  del  Battijlerio  is  of  noble  architedure,  circular,  and 
fupported  by  Corinthian  pillars.  Tradition  niaintains  that  it  was  an 
antient  temple  of  Mars.  Its  brazen  gates  are  of  remarkable  beauty, 
adorned  with  noble  defigns  in  baflb  relievo,  which  reprefent  the  hifto- 
ries  of  holy  writ.  It  is  the  work  of  Lorenzo  Ghiberti.  Michael 
Angelo  admired  thefe  gates  fo  much  that  he  called  them  the  gates  of 
Paradife. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  letter  without  noticing  an  inftitution, 
which  does  honour  to  Florence  ;  and  which  originated  in  the  age  of 
liberty.  A  community,  which  is  called  La  Societa  della  Mlfericordia^ 
which  confifts  of  all  ranks  of  people,  make  it  their  duty  to  afford  aid  to 
the  poor  and  helplefs  of  the  city.  After  enquiring  into  the  difeafes  of 
the  fick,  they  either  take  them  to  an  excellent  hofpital  or  into  their  own 
I  .    houfes. 
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houfes.  Any  perTon,  meeting  with  an  extraordinary  misfortune,  may 
depend  upon  receiving  fuccour,  from  this  community.  When  the 
fociety  afiemble,  or  when  any  fudden  accident  calls  a  number  of  them 
together,  they  appear  in  mafks:  partly  from  prudence,  to  conceal 
themfelves,  and  partly  not  to  put  the  poorer  members  of  the  fociety  to 
the  blufh,  by  the  difference  of  drefs  in  the  more  wealthy. 

They  afford  their  aid,  when  neceffary,  unaiked.  When  a  diftreffed 
perfon  meets  with  any  accident,  though  he  have  never  belonged  to  the 
fociety,  he  is  made  welcome..  Similar  focieties,  which  are  ciilled  c^if- 
fraternita^  are  common  to  the  towns  of  Italy. 


LETTER    XLIII. 


Pifa,  1 8th  December  X791- 

Jl  COULD  not  withffand  the  inclination  I  had  tovifit  this 
antient  and  famous  city,  thoiigh  it  was  out  of  our  road ;  and  I  was  the 
rather  induced,  becaufe  Pifa  is  not  only  well  deferving  of  notice,  but  b 
remarkable  for  the  mild  air  it  enjoys. 

We  fet  out  early,  yefterday  ;  for  we  had  a  long  day's  journey  to  pet-« 
form.  The  road  is  pleafant,  and  fometimes  led  us  to  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  Arno.  The  Apennines  were  feen  on  our  right,  and  fome-* 
times  the  profpeft  before  us  was  very  extenfive.  The  road  itfelf  is 
excellent ;  efpecially  the  laft  half  of  the  way.  The  land  is  cultivated 
with  extreme  care,  and  planted  with  numerous  olive  and  mulberry 
trees ;  round  which  the  vine  rifes,  and  clings :  the  ftioots  of  which 
there  is  no  occafion  to  lay,  in  winter. 

The  nearer  we  came  to  Pifa,  the  milder  we  found  the  air.  The 
Pyracifntbus^  which  we  call  the  fiery  bu(h,  and  plant  in  gardens,  was 
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here  verdant,  and  covered  with  its  glowing  berries.  We  faw  garden 
beans,  that  were  about  fix  inches  high ;  and  that,  after  growing  all 
winter,  are  gathered  in  April.  The  men  and  women  were  employed 
in  digging  large  fields  with  the  fpade.  .  In  thefe  fields,  a  later  kind  of 
garden  bean,  ^ktafaba^  is  planted ;  which  ripens  in  June.  Many 
different  trees  have  not  yet  loft  their  leaves ;  particularly  the  oak,  on 
parts  of  wbich  we  found  green  and  tender  fprouts,  as  in  fummer. 

Pifa  muft  have  been  built  fome  centuries  before  the  deftru£tion  of 
Troy.     Tradition  attributes  its  origin  to  the  Greek  town  of  Pifa,  in 
Elis,  on  the  banks  of  the  Alpheus,  which  was  made  fo  famous  by 
the  Olympian  games.     Virgil,  fpeaking  of  it,  fays,  Alpbea  ah  origine 
Pifa. 

Ariftotle  however,  whofe  enquiries  were  much  more  extenfive  and 
profound,  and  after  him  Strabo,  both  tell  us  that  Pifa  was  founded  by 
the  Ligurians ;  who  were  a  Celtic  nation.  It  afterward  became  one 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Etrurians.  In  the  year  of  Rome  572,  the 
Romans  fent  a  Latin  colony  hither ;  and  in  later  times  it  became  a  mu* 
nicipal  city. 

On  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  Pifa  obtained  its  freedom  ; 
which  contributed,  with  Its  fituation  on  the  Arno,  to  raife  it  to  a  high 
degree  of  power  and  rule.  When  all  Italy  was  overrun  by  the  inva* 
fions  of  the  pirates,  the  people  of  Pifa  took  the  iflands  of  Sardinia  and 
Corfica,.from  the  Saracens,  the  town  of  Palermo,  in  Sicily,  and  like  wife 
Carthago.  They  greatly  aided  the  crufaders,  who  followed  the  holy  ban- 
ners into  the  Eaft,  and,  themfelves,  raifed  the  fiege  of  the  city  of  Alex- 
andria, in  Egypt. 

Pifa  did  not  efcape  the.  general  misfortunes  which  befel  the  inland 
parts  of  Italy,  during  the  fadions  of  the  Guelphs  and  Gbibelins. 
Diflraded  by  both  thefe  fadions,  its  power  declined  ;  but  its  liberties 
received  the  rooft  deadly  wound  during  the  war  it  waged  with  Genoa. 
In  this  war,  Pifa  loft  twelve  thoufand  men,  forty-nine  gallies,  and, 
what  was  ftill  more  fatal,  its  haven,  Porto  Pifano^  and  the  navigation 
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pf  the  ArtiQ ;  for,  frodii  this  tinie>  the  icommerce  of  Pifa  became  de-^ 
pendant,  and  infignificatat*.    .*..':: 

/  Ugo^iKJ^  GoUnt  of  GhendDdd«^,  a  'ci tizen'of  Pifii,  foif  havingiWotked 
ibit  hOiam  of  the  Gu^ph^yA^as^  wd^.by  them,  a:nii  became  the  tyi-ant 
of  his  country.  He  was  banifhed,  but  reftbfed  a^in  by  the  Floten^ 
tincA ;  wa:^  afterward  feized^  by  the  people  of  Pifa,  sad  he  and  hk  three 
fpns.^?re,  iwprifoiied/m  a  tower,  b]r  the  ArchUih^  Kii^eri{iwhsrc 
they  were  fuffered  to  die  with  hunger.  This  mourhfdrfloiy  Dantt 
p^kes  U^oliaoJ^iibfelf  .rdate^  kxheU,?  "vHth  all  the  ardoiir«£poQtry« 
Befide,  where  iB  the  German  who  |s  unacqu^ated  with  Getftenhetg^ 
terrifying  tragedy  of  UgoUno  ? . which,  hid  the  autihuDr  pCTer. wjoitteA 
>any thing- elfe^  would  hs^y^ iAiffKVtaUi^fA feis  name.l .  -...        ]  -  \  :    ^ 

Pifa,  afterward,  more  tiian  onp^ ^  n^as' fuh^ed  to  the  Ho^emine^ 
imd,  mpiie  than  Odge,  re«over:ed  lt»  libertjr:  till  it  was  finally  fuMtie^ 
by  Florence ;  which  ^id  bat.adlatfbediejace  to  the  family  of  the  Me^ 
did.  Maoy  of  its  Qiti'^en^  ftbftndpiiedt  their  native  place,  where  they 
p^tH  no  loogtr  be  free.  The  people :  of  Pifa.  ptiade  an  inef^ddual 
attempt,  a  hundred  years'  idler Wffrdi  t(>  recoyelr  their  anticnt  liberty^ 
^i^d,  aftier  this  ftruggte,  P^a  declined  To^Stft  that  the  number  of  its  in4. 
habitants  waa  decreafed  from  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  to  fifteen 
^Oi^d.  :  The  Gteand  Duke  endeaiTOured  to  afford  it  relief,  and 
fiOi|[tfded:tUe  brder  6f  St.  Stephen ;  the  knights  of  which  order' were  to 
i&lM^i|  .Fifa«  '  Helikewifc  ihade  it  a  univcrfity.  But  how  ihefFeaual 
are  meaqs  like  thbfe,  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  benevolent  and  all  fertilifing 
freedom^ 

The  pr^eat  Grahd  Duke  loves  Pifa :  and,  in  imit^on  of  hie  father^ 
the  Emperor,'  ipsffjA  .£;veral  thdnths  of  the  year  atthis  dty,  '  ^ 

,,.Thc  dimite  of  Kfii  is  uncommonly  miid.  At  ten  o'clock  this 
mmaifig,  burthemiometer  ftobd  at  twelve  degrees  above  Ihe  freezing 
point.  Thiawas  in  the  open  liirV  and,  at  the  fame  feafon  of  the  year, 
was  one  degree  warmer  than  it  was  in  tkj  ehamber  in  Germany,  in 
^hidt  I  hid  a  fire^  '      ' 

W«  ^fifed^ef  bfttanitt ' gardiii  jhavhig aiettef  of  tecoinmendatioif 
..VOL.L  Pp  •        •*'      '  '^  •      \o 
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to  the  fuperintendant,  Signer  Gregorio  Santi,  a  very  adive  man, 
which  was  given  us  by  Dodor  Bichierai,  of  Florence. 
'  As  we  walked  through  the  garden,  we  were  charmed  by  the  profpefit 
of  large  orange  and  lemon  trees,  teeming  with  the  golden  fruit  of  the 
gaidens  of  Hefperia.  A  lovely  laurel  grove,  of  flender  and  tall  trees, 
made  the  garden,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  very  pleafant ;  and,  in  fum- 
mer,  its  cool  fhades  and  innumerable  finging  birds  muft  render  it  un« 
commonly  delightful. 

.  We  faw  the  Ca6lus  Qpuntia  in  the  open  air,  with  its  red  fruit ;  the 
CaBhu  beptagona ;  feveral  Aloes }  a  large  now  leaflefs  Morus papyrtftra; 
the  Cbamarops  bumilis  with  it&  fruit,  which  did  not  yet  bear  *  becaufe 
the  male  tree  was  wanting ;  feverkl  yucca  with  their  fruit ;  the  Laurut 
jUcxandrinus  (rt^cus)  with  fruit  j  and  the  Gleditjia  Triacantbus^  with 
Its  feed  burfting  through  the  large  hulk,  from  which  it  is  faid  the  crown 
of  thorns  was  made*  We  likewife  faw  a  large  Ca&ns  cercus^  planted 
againft  a  wall,  which  was  thicker  than  a  man's  arm  and  full  ten*  ells 
high.  The  Oleander^  with  its  fruit ;  and  the  Oolutca  and  Cytifus^  which 
here  do  not  lofe  their  leaves  til)  late  in  the  winter :  they  are  ilill  green ; 
and  the  Cytifus  now  bears  its  yellow  flower ;  which  does  not  hang  in 
fuch  long  bunches,  at  prefent,  as  it  does  with  us  in  May. 

The  famous  tower  of  Pifa^  which  is  fwayed  fifteen  feet  from  the 
centre,  has  a  noble  appearance :  it  is  the  belfry  of  the  catbedraK  This 
cathedral,  like  thofe  of  Florence  and  of  AjQifi,  muft  have  been  the  work 
of  a  German  archite£l  of  the  eleventh  century.  In  this  age,  architec- 
ture flouriflied  among  the  Germans.  The  Gothic  archite^ttre  tra- 
velled, from  Spain,  through  France  to  Germany.  The  numerous  rich 
and  free  cities  of  our  country  expedited  its  progreft^  and,  archite&s  of 
the  German  £(hool  foiuid  their  way  to  Italy ;  .till  at  laft  the  Italians, 
from  the  great  works  of  antiquity  which  remained  among  them,  were 
induced  to  reftore  the  fine  arts.  This  they  effeded,  and  dcfenredly 
became  the  tutors  of  £orope« 

*  The  text  \%-^mitfoininJfUcbten^  welcbe  dock  nkht  hfruchti  wamu  This.  WMj*  figmfy 
fiQi  yet  mfregnoted  \.  or  perhaps  mi  r^emd  jl  but  I  pretend  ta  iu>:  knowledge  on  t)ie  (jlbje  A, 
and  there£orc  ^uoie  the  aiNfaoK.    T.  * 
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In  this  church  is  the  famiOHS  Campo  Santo ;  which  confifts  of  a  fpa*' 
tious  cocrjitfre.  wiithin^  courts  the  figure  of  whkh  is  aa  oblong  fquare. 
The  infide  is  painted  in  firefco;  and. the  fubjea:  of  the  paintings  is 
DanteVHett^  Pttr^tory^  and  Heaven ;  but  the  execution  is  very  un- 
worthy of  the  inuportd  poet«  On  the  outward  open  iidci  fupported 
by  pillars,  are  fepulchi«s  of  very  rude  worlpmanfhip  j  which  denotes 
their  ji^h.  antiquity. 

Amobg  thefe  monumeots  is  that  t^hich  the  Ute  King  of  Pniflia 
cauftd  to  be  erected,  to  the  memory  6f  AlgarottL  , 

At  the  top  is  the  following  infcription : 

ALGAROTTO,  OVIDII  -EMULO,  NEWTONII  DISCIPULO, 

-   FREDERICU8  MAGNUS.  --• 

Below  is  a  marble  fa^ft  of  Alg^rotti^  with  thefe  words : 
ALGAROTTUS  NGN  GMNIS. 

.  Above  the  monument  is  a  liA$xh%  reading ;  and  the  owl  of  Pallas. 

From  this  {^lace^  we  went  to  the  obfepratory  ;  the  difierent  ftories  of 
which  are  provided  with  good  aftronomical  inftruments.     The  profef-, 
for  of  aftronomy,  who  is  a  native  of  Tyrol,  (hewed  them  all  to  us  with 
great  politenefe.     From  the  top  erf*  .the  ob&rvatory,  we  few  the  Apen*. 
nines  tovraid  the  north,  by  which  Pifa  is  proteded  from  the  north 
wind;  and  this,  added  to  the  influence  of  (he  fea  w*^  produces  that, 
mildnefs  of  climate  which  the  city  enjoys.     The  famous  marble  of 
Carara  is  dug  in  a  part  of  thefe  mountains,  which  now  appertain  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena:  the  Duke  having  married  the  heirefs  of  Mafia' 
Carara,  though  this  lady  is  de^d.    .     ^ 

We  once  more  had  the  pleaiure  to  fee  the  Mediterranean ;  and  to 
trace  the  caurfe  of  the  Axtao,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea.  We 
likewife  faw  Leghorn,  the-  high  iiland  of  Gorgona,*  and  that  of  £lva« 

In 

^  DsuKit  meatioas  diis  ifland}  and  another  that  is  not  far  diftant  from  it,  which  is 
'    X  P  p  a  called 
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la  cldSLV  weather,  Cbtfica  msy  be  ieeii  $  but  die  ft:y  Wa6  ttien  toa 
dmidy :  and  I  was  afllured  tliat Sardinia  kfelf  m^' tcmoAmm  be  p^ 
cnTed;  though  this  appdinta'iti^iiBpoffible*  '         .     ;  '' 

The  people  of  Piia  imintaih  that  the  oori^a  of  tllrar  c^  waa  the 
Creek  city  of  Pifa;  and  every  thredyeara,  oathe  nth  c^May^  Aey 
have  a  game  which  they  compafe  to  the  Olympic  gamea.  Three  hud-* 
dred  and  fifty  men,  from  that  quarter  of  the  city  which  is  'Odled  Sants 
Maria^  aflemhle  on  the  principal 'hridge  of  the  /Wftd,  in- cdnsplfite  an-* 
cient  armour;  in  oppbfition  ^  three  hundred  akxd  fifty  oAxot  men^ 
who  corae  from  another  quaiter,  called .  Sm  Antonia^  \  banner  •  ia 
placed  on  the  centre  of  the  bridge ;  and  whichever  party  can  drive  the 
other  beyond  this  banner  is.  allowed  tp:  have:g^ned  the  vidory.  The 
river  ufed  to  be  covered  with  boats ;  the  purpofe  of  which  was  to  catch 
the  falling  combatants :  but  the  fury  of  theirlft^ife  JMtf  b«^  Ikoitad^ 
and  now  nothing  but  armour  falls  into  the  ftream» 

There  is  a  handfome  quay  on  each  fide  of  the  Arno ;  which  would 
have  a  ftill  better  dfed,  if  the  profped  tbwafd  rhe  liver  were  w«in&r- 
rupted,  by  a  ftone- parapet  that  is  rather  high*  Several  bridges  are  biiilt 
c^tT  the  Arno,  which  make^he  walki  jrfeafant.  Theho«fes  otf^^  ther 
city  are  antient :  the  fireets  however  are  wide ;  and^  on  one  quay,  there- 
are  ibme  noble  palaoee,  that  wei^e'  built  by  Michael  Angelo^ 
'  The  Exichange  confifts  if  ^ery  WndibtneLhiglvarctcfea^  bu^'olftottey 
vrtiich  on  fJHKtal  <fey%  af^  illutolnifed. 

called  Gapreja.    He  wifhes^tliey  both  would  rife  from  theif  beds,  and  dam  up  the  moiitk 
of.tke  Arno  \  that  Pifa  migh^  b^  puniihed,  for  t^  cruelties  inflidcd  on  Ugolino. 

Muorafi  la  Caprajae  la  Gorgona,'  ,      .     .  \    .    .  . 

E  faccian  fiepc  ad  Arno,  in  ftr  la  foifc ;        '  ;    ; '.  ^ m  ;  , ,  ^    ?     ) 

8ich^egHanlmghturteogm  perfMiL  .  .    /   -'  •    .  .,' 

DArm,iiifenK>iXttiIL  ftl^*-^. 
Te  tamtr^  of  Pifa,.  nay  Gcmoiia'ftilnad, .  / : 
With  lofty  mounds,  the  coming  flood  withftand ; 
And  iend  it  foaming  dowa  to  whelm  thy  ihame# 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  q^j 

The  iBarket  is  fupplied  with  fine  fruit,  vegetable*,  and  with  fiowers, 
through  every  f^afon  of  the  year  i  for^they  blooih  here  all  winter  ia  the 
open  ain  We  faw  roTes,  catnations^  hyacinths,  gilly  flowers,  the 
ranunculus,  anemone,  and  other  flowers.  Like  is'oor  common  gar-^ 
den  apples  are  fold  by  fcores,fo  here  fweet  oranges  arc  tied  twenty  to^ 
gether,  and  fold  for  a  very  trifle,. 

The  wine  of  this  country  wouI(I  be  excellent,  were  it  not  th?it,  like 
moft  of  the  ItaKan wines,  it. has  the  quality  of  not  keeping  longer  than 
from  year  to  year.  This  defeat  does  not  appear  to  proceed  fo  much 
from  the  preparation  as  from  the  quality  of  the  air ;  for  foreign  wines 
will  fcldom  keep,  Rhenilh  only  excepted.  Burgundy  indeed  may  be 
kept ;  but  then  efpecial  care  muft  be  taken  to  purify  it  from  the  dregs, 
which  it  depofits.  ^ 

We  were  defirous  of  feeing  ^La  Torre  delta  Fame  (The  tower  pf  hun^ 
ger)  which  had  been  fo  named  after  the  death  of  Ugolino  and  his  fons : 
but  there  is  no  tarace  of  it  remaining,  and  the  place  whero  it  ftood  W 
even  difputed^  • 


LETTER    XLm  /  ^   - 

Rome,.  «4th  Difcccfi^  i*79t«. 

W  E  left  Fifa  early  on  the  19th  ;  and  travelled,  through*  very" 
fertile  and  well  cultivated  countries,  to  Sienna :  where  we  arrived  on 
the  20th;  This  diftri£t  abounds  in  mulberry  trees  ;  round  which  thevine 
clings,  bearing  fruit  of  an  incredible  fize.  Sienna  lies  hig;h  anning-  the 
Apennines^  between  hiUs  that  are  planted  with  olive  trees.  Thi^torwn 
IS  indebted  for  its  coolfummers  to  the  height  of  ks  fituation ;  but  the 
winter  is  often  very  fevere  here ;  at  leaft  it  is  fo  thought  by  the  ftsUiahs.' 
Some  affirm  that  Sienna' was  brie  bf  the  twelve  -principal  cities'of  the ' 
tltrurians  :  others  maintain  that  if  wa^  fodndedl>y  Brennus,  during  his 

war/ 
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war  with  the  Romans,  Some  contend  that  it  derived  the  name  of  Sena 
from  the  Senones^  a  tribe  of  the  Gauk :  but  this  opinion  would  be  as 
difficult  to  prove  as  to  denj.  A  colony  was  fent  hither  in  the  time  of 
Auguftusi  when  it  took  the  name  of  Sena  Julia. 
.  After  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  this  place  underwent  many 
changes ;  but  at  laft  obtained  its  freedom,  and  fupported  itfelf  coura- 
g^ouily  agdnft  Florence,  and  Pifa»  The  citizens  of  this  little  free  ftate, 
in  the  year  ia6o,  gained  a  famous  vid:ory  over  the  Florentines  and 
Guelphs. 

Intefline  broils  were  much  more  dangerous  to  Sienna  than  foreign 
foes  >  and  Pandolfo  Petrucci  ere^ed  himfelf  its  tyrant.  His  fucceflbrs 
followed  his  example ;  till  new  diflurbancesarofe,  and  excited  the  defire 
of  fubje£ting  it  in  France  and  Spain. 

It  is  probable  that  France,  acccnrding  to  its  antient  and  modern  cuf^ 
torn,  encouraged  thefe  contentions' :  but  Spain  took  advantage  of  them, 
opi»*e^ed  the  citizens,  and  gave  them  into  the  power  of  the  Medici* 
The  lofs  of  freedom  occafioned  the  decay  of  the  city.  Its  circumfe*- 
rence  is  computed  to  be  a  German  mile,  yet  the  number  of  its  inhabit-- 
ants  is  only  feventeen  thoufand.  It  formerly  contained  a  hundred 
thoufand  people. 

Sienna  is  tolerably  well  built ;  but  we  mifs  here,  as  in  the  other  towns 
of  Tulcany,  the  arcades  of  theboufes;  which  afford  fuch  cooling 
Ihades,  and  give  fo  noble  an  appearance,  to  the  towns  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Apennines.  Tiiis  appears  the  more  fmgular  becaufe,  according 
to  Diodorus,  the  arcade  walks  were  the  invention  of  the  Tyrrheni. 

The  open  place  is  handfome ;  and  larger  than  you  ufually  find,  ia 
the  cities  of  Italy.  It  is  circular,  and  in  the  hollow  form  of  a  mufcle 
ibell  i  being  lower  in  the  middle  than  at  the  fides. 

The  cathedral  is  a  good  Gothic  building,  of  white  and  red  marble. 
*pie  front  is  perfe^y  Gothic ;  and  covered  and  disfigured  by  nume^ 
rpus  carved  images.  The  pavement  within  the  church  as  of  great 
beauty.  It  reprefents  ftories  from  holy  vmt,  in  mofaic  work ;  and  is 
covered  with  boardfj  which  are  removed  whenever  ftrangers  come  to 
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vifit  the  church.     The  body  of  the  cathedral  is  decorated  with  many 
figures^  of  the  Popes,  cut  in  ftone^ 

In  one  of  the  chapels,  there  are  two  beautiful  ftatues,  from  the  hand 
of  Bernini,  of  Mary  Magdalen  and  St  Jerome ;  both  of  white  marble. 
An  old  odagon  pulpit,  of  white  marble,  is  ornamented  with  fine  bafli 
relievi;  of  the  workmanlhip  of  Nicolao  and  Giovanni  of  Pifa. 

Here  too  is  what  is  called  the  library ;  but  in  which  the  only  books 
now  remaining  are  about  thirty  large  folio  volumes  of  church  mufic ; 
which  have  belonged  to  the  cathedral  more  than  three  hundred  years^ 
Tliey  are  decorated  with  finely  illuminated  figures,  painted  by  a  monk. 
The  Spaniards  have  taken  away  more  than  half,  which  are  now  to  be 
found  in  the  great  library  of  the  EfcuriaL 

The  library  of  3ienna  is  moft  remarkable  for  fome  large  paintings^ 
In  frefco,  by  Pinturicchio;  in  which  Raphael  muft  have  had  a  hand, 
in  hSt^  we  difcover  his  portrait  in  one  of  thefe  paintings :  but,  what  is 
more  convincing,  we  difcover  the  true  finrit  of  Raphael;  in  the  free-* 
dom  of  the  outlines^  and  in  the  breathing  animation  of  many  of  the 
figures. 

Here  is  likewife  an  antique  group,  of  white  marUe,  reprefenting  the 
Graces.  It  has  been  afcribed  to  the  father  of  Socrates^  Although  it  is 
inuch  damaged  and  is  placed  in  a  bad  light,  we  ftill  could  recognife  in 
it  the  noble  ftyle  of  the  antients. 

Between  Sienna  and  Rome,  Tufcany  is  chiefly  barren,  and  moun« 
tainous.  We  travelled  three  leagues  before  day^^break,  on  the  aift; 
and  hoped  to  have  reached  Radicofani  before  night :  but  a  torrent 
fwelled  by  rains,  and  the  melted  fnow  firom  the  mountains,  occafioned 
the  waters  to  rife ;  and  we  were  obKged  to  turn  back,  and  fleep  at  a 
wretched  inn.  Fortunately,  the  weatheP  changed ;  and  we  Were  able 
to  pafs  the  ftream  in  the  morning.  To  be  detained  by  the  rifing  of 
the  waters  is  an  accident  to  which  travellers  are  frequently  liable,  in 
Italy.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country  allege,  as  an  excufe  for  the 
want  of  bridges,  the  rapidity  of  the  torrents;  but  ^  are  the  torrents  of 
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Switzerland  lefs  rapid  ?  And  what  power  lias  a  narjt)W  ftriam  bf 
water  over  a  bridge  the  arch  of  which  is  turned  from  bank  to  baak,  f^ 
ihatl the  waters  cannot  reach  it? 

Radicofani  is  a  f ortrcfs,  btiilt  on  the  top  of  a  bill.  It  cotxirriands  aa 
important  pafc  of  the  Tufcari  territories,  oa  the  borders  of  the  States  of 
the  Church.  .  No  tree  ftiades  the  inhabitants  of  this,  fmall  place ;  where^ 
an  fumnicr^  the  heat  ia  irifupportable.  Many  hamlets  ^n4  yiiUges  are 
^ecn^  aa!yoT!  travel  through  the  country,  round  ^hich  there  is  nfK  4 
fingl«  tred*  The  people  of  T«fcjany  do  fior  appear  to  lot e  the  (hadei 
and  havevefy  little  conception  of  the  beauty  of  tr^es.  They  plant  but 
few;  and  thofe  they  Top,.  The  country  hpufetf  of  the.  rich  are  only 
planted  with  a  few  gloomy  cy^refe  trees,' mingltjd  'With  the  p^l^igree^ 
pKvc.  They  live  in'the'coiihtfy  only .  during  the .  months  of  (Npytto* 
Ber  and  December,  and  fpend  the  whole  fumiper  In. their  towti^  'w{|ej4 
thdy  feek  the  gloom  of  their  houfes,  becau£e  their  naked  fieldb  ,tiK(ft<^ 
them  to  the  heat  of  the  fun.  This  difiooal  ciillDm  prevails  even  )<% 
Lombardy,  Modena,  and  Farmau 

The  country  round  Radicofani  exhibits  many  traces  of  cxtinguiihed 
▼dlcanbs. '  Naked  Vocks  abound,  pn  the  biMrteo:  hHIfj  m&'  ajppear.to 
point  out  the  foregone  deftrudion  of  nature. 

,  Soon  after  we  left  Radicpfani,  we  entered  the  States  of  the  Church  j 
and,  before  dufk,  we  pafled  over  a  tqlerably, /leap  hill',  on  the  top  of 
^faieh  tfee  iUhuik  littfe  t0wa'  of  Acqua  Pend^jite  ftands.  The  hill  is 
yftyiple^fa?^;*  The  prickly  oak,  and  the  oliye^  grow  ^mong  the  wild 
Focks  on  the  righ-t ;  and  the  intervals  are  reodered  pileafant  with  noble 
(fhefnut  trees.  The  valley  opened  upon  us,  toward  the  left,  fmiling 
Vith  the  clufteripg  vine.  It  afforded  uafomo  regret,  when  we  were 
afterwardrtold  that  this  place  4^rive4  its  name  from  •  waterfall,  which 
ruflKisfrpm  the  top  of  the  mountain.  ,.         ,' 

Yefterday  morning,  we  pafled  the  lake  of  BolfMa;  ^e  woody  (hbres 
and  rocky  iflaods  of  which^  covered  with  tnees,  reader-  it  remarkably 
jpicafaat.   ;It  tpok  it^  ti2uu«  ^ofli  the  i^nti^  ^^^4  ^  ^Ue»a  .hein^ 
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thsir  principal  town  in  thefe  parts,  Pliny  mentions  its  woodjr  iflands* ; 
but  fays  they  float  in  the  waters  of  the  lakes :  whereas  they  vifibly ' 
reft  upon  rocks. 

This  lake  was  called  by  the  antients  Lacus  Volfcinienfts^  and  Lacus 
Tarjuinienjis.  In  the  States  of  the  Church,  you  here  and  there  find 
ncbie  trees  that  have  not  been  lopped.  The  cattle  are  large,  of  a  light 
grey  colour,  as  in  Tufcany,  and  have  horns  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  thefe  provinces  as  well  as  in  all  the  provinces 
of  Italy,  through  which  I  have  travelled,  though  their  grounds  are  cul- 
tivated by  cattle,  and  the  breed  of  the  cattle  is  fo  fine,  there  is  yet  a  want 
of  milk.  Probably  they  fell  the  heifer  to  the  butcher  oftener  than  the 
fteer  :  we  do  the  reverfe. 

Agriculture,  in  the  States  of  the  Church,  is  but  ill  underftood.  Stones, 
which  lie  unmolefted,  and  unbroken  clods  of  earth,  interrupt  the  eo'urfe 
of  the  plough.  Whole  fields  are  covered  with  high  broom,  fern,  and 
thiilles ;  which  demote  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  n^ligence  of 
the  peoplef* 

Notwithftanding  the  time  of  the  year,  we  occafionally  faw  the  broom 
in  bloom.  Yefterday  before  noon,  we  arrived  at  Viterbo  ;  a  town  that 
contains  about  ten  thoufand  inhabitants,  among  whom  there  appears 
to  be  much  trade. 

At  four  o'clock  this  morning,  we  went  to  Ronciglione ;  the  fituation 
of  which,  yefterday  by  the  light  of  a  torch,  had  appeared  to  be  plea- 
limt.  We  palTed  fome  places  where  the  fmell  of  the  mephicic  vapours 
was  ^xceffively  difagreeable.  The  whole  country,  from  this  place  al- 
xnoft  to  Rome,  containing  a  trad  of  thirty-fiv«  miles,  fixty  to  a  degree, 
is  for  the  moft  part  barren  ;  with  here  and  there  fome  figns  of  wretched 
cultivation,  but  almoft  forfaken  by  mankind.     The  €ye  was  only  re- 

^♦Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  ii.  c.95. 

f  I  was  afterward  convinced^  as  I  travelled  through  the  eailern  provinces,  that  this 
il^pToach,  though  generally  made  without  exception,  is  not  deferved  hj  all  die  States  of 
the  Church. 
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lieved  by  a  few  bufhes,  growing  on  the  hills  j  on  which  goats  and  flieep 
were  paftured. 

The  want  of  fertility,  in  the  Campagna  di  Roma^  has  unjuftly  beea 
entirely  attributed  to  negledt  in  cultivation.  I  believe  that  the  antient 
Romans,  partly  becaufe  they  held  agriculture  in  honour,  and  partly 
becaufe  they  were  regardlefs  of  the  health  of  their  feverely  treated 
flaves,  cultivated  thefe  lands  as  well  as  it  was  poflible  :  but  the  foil,  in 
their  time,  was  poor  and  unhealthy.  The  republic  early  placed  sl 
Roman  garrifon  in  Capua ;  and  wiftied  to  feize  upon  the  fertile  plains 
of  the  inhabitants.  "  Why,*'  faid  the  foldiers,  "  fhould  this  people, 
**  who  have  not  the  courage  to  defend  their  pofleffions,  enjoy  the  moft 
"  fertile  territories  of  Italy  ?  Why  fhould  they  not  rather  be  ours,  war- 
"  like  and  vi<5torious  as  we  are ;  and  who  have  driven  out  the  Samnites^ 
^  with  our  fweat  and  blood  ?  Is  it  juft  that  they,  who  have  furrendered 
**  to  us,  fhould  enjoy  the  produce  and  pleafure  of  the  earth  :  while 
**  we,  fatigued  v^th  war,  muft  again  return  to  till  the  unhealthy  and 
"  barren  lands  of  Rome ;  or  fuffer,  in  the  city,  the  daily  extortion  of 
**  ufurers  *  T 

It  appears  to  me  probable  that  the  founders  of  Rome  did  not  build 
the  city  on  that  fpot  from  choice  ;  but  becaufe  they  had  no  other  ter- 
ritory. 

Sixteen  Italian  miles  from  Rome,  we  had  a  profpe6t  of  this  great 
city  ;  the  very  name  of  which  awakens  fuch  innumerable  fenfations. 
The  cupola  of  St.  Peter*is  rifes,  predominant,  over  every  objed^  to  a 
great  diftance.  The  other  large  buildings,  compared  to  this  churchy 
appear  like  fo  many  (hops ;  built  for  the  convenience  of  the  pil- 
grims,  who  come  and  throng  round  St.  Peter  s. 

Two  miles  from  the  city,  we  pafled  a  bridge,  over  an  arm  of  the 
Tiber  ;  the  waters  of  which  had  a  yellow  tinge.  Horace  rightly  called 
it  the  yellow  Tiber:  Vidimus  flavum  Tiberim. 

The  entrance,  through  La  Porta  del  Popolo^  is  grand.     This  gate  is- 

•  Liv.  vii.  38. 
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likewife  called  Porta  Flaminia  :  for  here  the  Flaminian  military  way- 
began.  As  you  approach  it,  you  fee  three  fpacious  roads ;  which  lead 
from  the  fine  place  through  the  gate  into  the  town.  This  place  is 
adorned  with  a  lofty  obelilk,  which  was  called  after  Auguftus  :  it  hav- 
ing been  brought  by  that  Emperor  from  Egypt  to  Rome,  and  ereded  in 
the  large  circus.  It  was  found  under  the  ruins  of  this  circus,  and  Pope 
Sixtus  the  Fifth  had  it  ereded  again  here. 

Two  beautiful  churches  are  built  in  this  place,  which  add  greatly 
to  its  magnificence. 

The  re'colledlion  of  the  former  grandeur  of  Rome  feized  me,  as  I  en- 
tered the  city,  and  reminded  me  of  the  feeling  of  Horace  while  he 
iang, 

Alme  Sol,  curry  nitida  diem  qui 
Promts  et  celaSy  aliufque  et  idem 
NafceriSy  pojfts  nihil  urbe  Roma 
Vijere  majus  \ 

HoR.  Carm.  Sec. 

Fair  Sun,  who  with  unchanging  beam, 
Rifing  another  and  the  fame, 

Doft  from  thy  beamy  car  unfold 
The  glorious  day. 
Or  hide  it  in  thy  fetting  ray. 
Of  light  and  life  immortal  fource, 
Mayft  thou,  in  all  thy  radiant  courfc. 
Nothing  more  great  than  fevcn-hiU'd  Rome  behold  ! 

Francis. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  feveral  letters  from  my  fitters  and 
friends ;  with  accounts,  which  I  fo  eagerly  defired,  of  my  children. 
Their  tender  images  fwam  before  my  eyes.  They  danced  before  me 
full  of  life,  and  baniflied  the  fhades  of  theScipios,  Catos,  and  the  elder 
and  younger  Brutus.  Immortal  men,  whofe  awful  prefence  had  ruflied 
upon  and  taken  poifeifion  of  my  foul ! 

Qjia  LET- 
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LETTER      XLV. 

Rome,  25th  December  i79r* 

X  HIS  very  Chriftmas  day,  the  firft  after  our  arrival,  in  the 
forenoon,  wc  favr  the  Pope  celebrate  high  mafs,  in  St.  Peter's.  Do  not 
expefl:,  at  leaft  not  yet,  a  defcription  of  this  temple  r  the  largeft  and 
tnoft  magnificent  on  earth.  I  fliall  vifit  it  frequently,  and  then  fend 
you  fome  few  renKtrks ;  with  a  drawing  of  the  outward  building,  and  of 
the  place  iif  which  it  is  eredled.  A  place  worthy  of  the  temple:  a 
temple  worthy  of  the  place.  Each  in  its  kind  the  moft  fuperb  in  Eu- 
rope. No  work  of  man  ever  feized  upon  and  filled  my  mind  like  this. 
Aftonifhment  and  delight  fixed  me,  for  a  time,  while  I  contemplated 
the  objeds  without ;  and  ecftacy  and  awe,  as  I  entered  the  church. 

It  is  fingular  that  both  the  outfide  and  the  infide  of  this  church,  al* 
though  at  the  firft  afpc6t  they  fill  the  heart  with  a  fublime  fenfe  of  ma- 
jefty,  do  not  appear  fo  vaft  as  they  are  in  reality.  Some  critics  affirm 
that  this  is  a  defeat  in  the  ftru£ture:  others  maintain  that  the  gradual 
development  of  its  grandeur,  though  it  does  not  immediately  convey 
to  the  eye  an  idea  of  its  extraordinary  magnitude,  is  but  a  confequence 
of  its  perfect  fymmetry ;  and  I  believe  that  thefe  laft  are  in  the  right. 
You  muft  frequently  have  remarked  that  beautiful  human  figures,  as 
well  male  as  female^  appear  lefs  than  thofe  of  equal  fize^  that  are  not  fo 
well  formed.  I  have  often  made  the  fame  obfervation  on  trees.  The 
fineft  oak  I  ever  faw  did  not  appear  te  me  fo  tall,  or  fo  large,  as  others 
around  it ;  which  were  lefs  beautiful,  and  which  in  fad  were  lefs  in 
fize. 

The  Pope  is  a  handfome  old  man,  ferenty-four  years  of  age.  He 
exerciies  his  office  with  great  dignity ;  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
preffion,  when  fpeaking  of  fo  facred  a  trade,  with  native  grace*     The 
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muiic,  which  is  performed  by  men,  from  fifty  to  fixty  in  number,  and 
without  inftrumental  accompaniments,  exalts  and  enraptures  the  heart 
of  the  hearer.  The  principal  perfons  (land  in  a  circle  round  the  altar  ; 
and  furrounded  by  the  Swifs  guard.  This  guard,  which  is  really  com- 
pofed  of  men  born  in  Switzerland,  is  a  gigantic  company  ;  and,  on  fo-^ 
lemn  days,  is  clad  in  antient  armour :  which  efie£tually  contributes  to 
increafe  the  folemnity  of  the  whole. 

When  the  fervice  was  over,  the  Pope  was  placed  on  a  high  throne, 
and  borne  out  of  church.  The  guards  marched  on  each  fide  of  him  ; 
and  two  men  followed  the  throne,  who  wore  large  plumes  of  white 
peacock's  feathers.  The  Cardinals  walked  before  the  Pope,  who  be- 
ftowed  his  benedidion  on  the  kneeling  people.  Our  company,  and 
fome  other  Proteftants,  did  not  kneel ;  cither  to  receive  the  benedic-^ 
tion,  or  when  the  Pope  at  mafs  raifed  the  facred  chalice,  and  fhewed 
it  to  the  people. 

>  We  fuffered  all  the  people  to  leave  the  church,  in  which  we  after* 
ward  remained  about  half  an  hour.  The  longer  we  ftaid  the  more  we 
found  the  building  expanding  itfelf  to  our  view.  Full  of  the  impref-* 
fion  it  had  made  upon  us,  at  lail  we  left  it ;  but  fhall  often  return,  i 
will  lead  you  thither  again,  at  leaft  in  imagination,  when  the  indivi* 
dual  obfervations  I  ihall  have  made,  (hall  have  afTumed  fomething  like 
the  form  of  a  whole.  The  firft  view  has  overcome  my  faculties.  Like 
the  king  of  the  beads,  it  not  only  reigns  but  it  devours. 
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LETTER    XL  VI. 

Rome,  28th  December  1791. 

X  HE  very  day  after  our  arrival,  v\re  vifited  our  dear  country- 
vvoman,  Angelica  KaufFmann.  This  diftinguiflied  artift  unites  the  fim* 
plicity  of  a  great  man  with  all  the  lovelinefs  of  the  female.  Kindnefs 
and  dignity  beam  in  her  countenance  ;  confirming  all  that  had  been 
told  me  of  her,  by  my  filler  and  feveral  friends. 

From  Angelica  KaufFmann,  we  went  to  Counfellor  Reifenftein  ;  wha 
is  an  a£tive  open  friendly  man,  and  an  enthufiaflic  lover  of  the  arts. 
He  requefted  us  to  come  to  him  the  next  morning;  and  he  then  (hewed 
us  a  pi£lure  painted  in  wax  colours.  You  know  that  the  antients  made 
life  of  thefe  colours ;  but  thiat  the  art  had  been  loft.  A  Spanifh  Jefuit, 
whofe  name  was  Requino,  recovered  it,  and  wrote  a  book  on  the  fub- 
jeft.  Artifts  defpifed  it;  but  Reifenftein  read  the  book,  made  fome 
experiments  himfelf,  convinced  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  the  difcovcry, 
and  induced  a  young  painter  of  talent  to  exercife  the  art.  After  fome 
trials,  he  produced  an  excellent  pidlure  ;  the  fubjedt  of  which  is  Ca- 
tullus confoling  Lefbia,  for  the  death  of  her  fparrow ;  and  beginning 
his  excellent  poem,  Lugete  o  Veneres  Cupidinefque  L  Catullus  is  feated : 
the  beauteous  Lefbia  ftands  before  him,  weeping.  A  female  holds  a 
plate,  on  which  is  the  dead  bird.  Something  behind  the  latter,  another 
figure  peeps ;  mocking  at  the  forrow  of  Lefbia,  but  unfeen  by  hen 
Lefbia  is  very  lovely  j  and  the  figure  of  Catullus,  who  is  looking  at  her 
and  writing  the  firft  verfe  of  his  poem  in  his  tablets,  is  in  my  opinion 
excellent.  Thefe  colours  are  pleafant,  expreffive,  and  animating ;  and 
have  not  that  fhining  glare,  which  is  peculiar  to  oil  colours ;  and  which 
obliges  the  fpe^ator  to  remove  from  tide  to  tide  to  find  the  point  of 
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The  art  of  painting  in  this  manner,  if  I  have  underftood  Counfellor 
Reifenftein  rightly,  is  as  follows.  Wax  and  gum  are  put  in  water,  and. 
placed  on  the  fire.  The  caput  mortuum  is  depofited  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing oily  water  is  mixed  up  with  colours.  Thefe  colours,  when  fingly 
laid  on,  are  entirely  fpiritlefs  :  but  the  picture  is  afterward  coated  with 
melted  wax.  It  is  then  placed  with  its  back  toward  a  chafing  difli,. 
properly  prepared  :  by  which  the  fuperfluous  wax  is  taken  away. 

Either  I  miftake,  or,  the  excellent  produdion  of  this  young  painter 
leads  us  to  hope  that  the  loft  art  will  be  completely  reftored  :  if  1  ought 
not  rather  to  fay  that  it  is  reftored. 

The  paintings  found  in  Herculaneum  prove  the  durability  of  this> 
art.  They  have  lain  under  ground  above  fifteen  hundred  years,  and. 
are  yet  frefh  :  whereas  our  oil  and  water  colours,  fo  fituated,  would 
not  have  preferved  their  beauty  twenty  years.  I  remember  to  have 
read  in  Plutarch  that  the  paintings  with  which  Pericles  adorned  one  of 
the  temples  of  Athens,  and  which  Sylla  brought  to  Rome,  according 
to  the  teftimony  of  hiftorians,  who  had  feen  them,  were  as  well  pre- 
ferred as  when  they  came  frefh  from  the  hands  of  the  artifts.  Who 
can  fay  the  fame  of  the  pidures  of  Raphael ;  or  of  later  mafters  ?  Yet 
thofe,  which  Plutarch  faw,  had  been  painted  fome  centuries  longer  than, 
thofe  of  Raphael  have  now  been. 

I  have  made  a  vifit  to  Cardinal  Bernis.  This  old.  gentleman,  who  fo- 
many  years  performed  the  fplendid  charader  of  Ambaflador  from  France, 
fives  now  retired  in  his  palace.  All  Rome  ftill  tcftifies  great  refped  for 
him  :  and  this  behaviour  muft  be  much  more  flattering  to  him  now 
than  formerly ;  becaufe  its  fincerity  is  much  lefs  liable  to  be  fufpedlcd.. 
He  is  an  agreeable  man,  though  he  begins  to  feel  the  weight  of  years. 

You  know  that  what  are  called  converzationiy  in  Italy,  refemble  our 
aflemblies  ;  and  they  well  deferve  their  name>  for  there  is  much  more 
converfation  in  them  than  among  us,  who  fpend  our  time  in  gaming. 
Here  they  feldom  play.  Though  the  apartments,  in  which  they  alTem- 
ble,  are  much  more  fpacious  than  in  other  cities,  yet,  the  nobility  is  fo 
jf  numerous 
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numerous  that  they  are  often  very  crowded.  People  go  from  one  con^ 
Vcrzatione  to  another :  for,  as  they  come  uninvited,  they  are  at  libierty 
to  ftay  or  go. 

Here,  the  animation  of  the  Italians  is  difplayed,  in  its  fiill  force*  To 
liften  to  their  voices,  to  obferve  their  attitudes  and  gefticulation,  you 
would  imagine  they  were  dilcufling  the  moft  momentous  queftions: 
but,  when  you  approach  and  liften  to  their  difcourfe,  \you  are  amazed 
that  the  fubjed:  is  fo  trifling. 

Among  the  uninftruded,  this  vivacity  difplays  itfelf  in  a  tempeftuous 
manner.  Would  you  imagine  that  an  affembled  crowd  were  on  the 
very  point  of  drawing  the  ftiletto,  and  falling  on  each  other  with  blind 
rage,  only  becaufe,  while  one  had  been  telling  a  ftory,  others  had  been 
adling  it  with  grimace  ?  Lmuft  however  do  the  Italians  the  juftice  to 
own,  that  they  do  not  poflcfs  vivacity  that  is  merely  momentary ;  but 
that  they  have  in  general  much  more  true  ardour,  than  is  common  to 
other  nations ;  and  when,  as  it  frequently  happens,  they  are  infjpired 
by  the  tnie  and  the  beautiful,  their  converfation  refembles  a  ftream  of 
fire.  The  boldeft  and  fineft  expreffions  crowd  on  each  other.  Ima- 
gery and  metaphor  rapidly  hurry  them  away  ;  and  yet,  amidft  all  their 
heat,  they  will  ftridlly  keep  to  the  queftion  they  are  difcuffing.  It  Ib 
delightful  to  converfe  with  fuch  men.  They  do  not  poflefs  the  gravity 
of  the  antient  Romans  ;  but  rather  feem  to  have  the  argumentative, 
animated,  and  pi£turefque,  powers  of  the  Greeks.  The  latter  are  the 
noble  gifts  of  nature  :  the  former  were  partly  affumed,  and  partly  the 
confequence  of  the  conftitution  of  antient  Rome. 

I  have  become  acquainted  with  an  Abbate,  of  the  name  of  Puccini, 
who  is  one  of  the  moft  witty  and  animated  men  I  have  ever  known. 
He  has  a  fine  fenfe  of  the  beauties  of  poetry;  and  is  a  great  connoiiTeur 
in  antient  and  modern  art;  He  does  not,  like  too  many  of  his  coun- 
trymen, browfe  among  the  brambles ;  but  eiaters  at  onee  the  gatps  of 
Patadife,  which  here  open  to  receive  him. 

The  fame  vivacity  is  obfervable  among  th^  women ;  but  the  wretched 

education 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  \ 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  305 

education  the  moft  of  them  receive  gives  it  a  falfe  dirediioii.  6eau« 
tiful  faces  and  forms  are  feen,  among  the  women  of  fafliion  ;  but  more 
among  the  lower  orders.  In  all  the  parts  of  Italy  that  I  have  viiited, 
I  have  met  with  many  women^  who  might  well  fit  as  models  for  the 
greateft  painters.  In  reality,  we  immediately  recognife  the  figures  of 
Raphael  and  Guido,  wh^n  we  look  at  women  with  children  in  their 
arms,  or  handling  the  fpindle  }  which,  efpecially  in  Tufcany,  is  feldom 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  women  among  the  poor. 

To  a  ftranger,  who  has  but  few  acquaintance,  the  converfazioni  arc 
likewife  interefting  by  the  beautiful  pid):ures,  with  which  the  apart- 
ments are  ufu ally  adorned.  In  the  palace  of  Prince  Doria,  I  lately 
faw  two  large  apartments,  the  walls  of  which  were  entirely  covered 
with  landfcapes  by  Pouffin.    » 

I  do  not  mean  Pouffin  the  famous  hiftory  painter ;  but  his  brother- 
in-law,  whof6  true  name  was  Dughet,  who  lived  in  the  houfe  of  Pouffin 
kt  Rome,  and  from  that  circumftance  was  likewife  called,  by  the  Ro- 
Inans,  Pouffin.  Few  of  the  principal  painters  have  retained  their  true 
names.  Corregio  was  called  Corregio  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  in 
the  territory  of  Modena  :  his  proper  name  waS  AUegri*  The  name 
of  Guercino  was  really  Barbieri ;  and  he  was  called  Guefcino  becaufe 
he  fquinted :  which  the  word  fignified.  You  may  remember  that, 
among  the  old  Romans,  it  was  not  held  difgraceful  to  be  named  after 
fome  bodily  defed  j  and  this  cuftom  they  communicated  to  their  dc- 
fcendants.  Thus  they  had  PiCtus^  the  fquinting :  Verrlcofus^  the 
warty :  Varus^  the  crooked-legged  t  and  many  others.  Paul  Vero- 
nefe  was  called  after  his  native  city :  his  name  was  Cagliari.  Alex- 
ander Veronefe,  whofe  true  name  I  do  not  know,  was  called  the  Or^ 
bettOy  the  blind  boy  :  becaufe,  when  a  boy,  he  led  a  blind  man.  The 
great  Raphael  was  much  oftener  called  Raphael  d'Urbino^  frbm  the 
place  of  his  birth,  than  by  his  family  name,  Santio. 

The  works  of  great  mafters,  while  they  are  modern,  have  frequently 
the  fate  not  to  be  efteemed  equal  to  their  worth.  ■  Thefe  paintings  by 
•    Vol.  L  R  r  Pouffia 
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Pouffin  were  firft  madeufe  of  as  ikreens;  and  in  feveral  of  them  wc 
ftill  perceive  the  folds. 

Vernet  has  often  related,  with  unafluming  candour,  what  fmall  and 
contemptible  prices  were  given  at  firft  for  his  moft  excellent  pictures^ 
and  how  little  they  were  efteemcd. 

I  faw  four  beautiful  piftures,  by  Albani,  at  the  palace  of  the  Prince 
of  Santa  Croce ;  and  a  noble  Affuniption  of  the  Virgin,  by  Guido,  I 
fuppofed  it  to  be  an  extraordinarily  beautiful  copy  of  the  pidure  at 
DtilTeldorf ;  bnt  it  is  here  affirmed  to  be  an  original.  This  may  pro- 
bably be  the  truth ;  for  he  was  called  the  painter  of  the  Madonna;  and 
in  the  figure  of  the  Virgin,  we  recognife  the  hand  of  Guido  ;  who  may 
well  have  painted  the  fame  fubjed  twice:  or,  what  perhaps  is  more  pro* 
bable,  he  has  retouched  a  copy,  that  was  painted  by  one  of  his  fcholars. 

We  went  this  morning  with  Mr.  Hirt,  who  is  learned  in  antiquities 
and  arts,  to  vifit  the  remains  of  the  Tbcrma  of  Dioclefian.  The  word 
Thermae  may  eafily  be  mifunderftood.  It  may  be  fuppofed  to  mean 
nothing  but  warm  baths  :  but  the  baths  were  properly  no  more  than 
acceffory.  The  chief  purpofe  of  what  was  called  the  Thermae  was  to 
ibrm  a  place  for  the  exercife  both  of  body  and  mind.  The  plan 
and  its  execution  exceed  all  expreffion.  Here,  in  one  row  of  build- 
ings, all  in  harmony  with  each  other,  there  were  four  half  circular 
halls  ;  which  were  intended,  two  for  philofc^hers,  one  for  poets,  and 
another  for  oratoris.  A  Greek  and  a  Latin  library,  a  building  for  boys 
to  play  at  ball  in,  the  warm  baths,  three  fpacious  open  places,  one  for 
wreftlers,  one  for  the  cafting  of  the  difcus,  the  third  for  throv\^ing  the 
lance,  and  a  large  bath  for  fwimmers,  all  were  here.  At  the  two  corners^ 
were  two  round  temples  ;  dedicated  one  to  Minervia,  and  the  other  tQ 
Hermes  (Mercury)  ;  the  firft  as  the  protedlrefs  of  fcience,  the  fecond 
as  the  inventor  of  bodily  exercifes.  Perhaps  the  laft  was  dedicated  to 
Hercules.  One  of.  thefe  temples,  which  conftitutcd  but  a  very  fmall 
part  of  the  whole,  is  now  become  the  church  of  the  Bernardines^ 
The  whole  wall  is  antiet^t  j  ^s  iikewife  is  a  beautiful  hemifpherical  cu^ 
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pola^  at  the  top  of  which  there  was  fofmerly  an  opening,  but  on  which 
.  there  is  now  a  little  covered  cupola ;  which,  in  the  language  of  arphi- 
tedlure,  is  called  a  lanthorn.  Within  the  outer  row  of  buildings,  there 
is  an  alley  of  green  plane  trees  }  that  probably  were  planted  for  the 
recreation  of  philofophers,  poets,  and  orators. 

The  place  which  was  deftined  for  the  wreftlera  is  now  a  beautiful 
Garthufian  church,  built  in  the  figure  of  the  Greek  crofs,,  'One  fide  of 
the  ?rofs  now  occupies  the  place  where  formerly  the  Appodyterlon^ 
where  the  wreftlers  undrefled  themfelves,  ftood.  The  Urge  bath,  for 
the  fwimmcrs,  is  dried  up ;  and  is  now  the  garden  of  the  Carthufians. 
The  Berxiardine  cloifter,  many  large  granaries  of  the  Pope,  and  a  great 
launjlry,  take  up  the  remainder  of  the  place  which  w^s  formerly  fet 
apart  for  thefe  buildings. 

The  walls  of  this  laundry  are  decorated  wltTi  orange  trees ;  that 
now,  on  the  28th  of  December,  not.pnly  bear  fruit  but  are  in  bloom. 
A  few  days  ago  in  the  morning,  we  faw  a  Iktle  ic^  ia  ^he  ftreets.  In 
this  country,  the  trees  ftrengthen  more  in  the  open  air  tlan,  with  us,  in 
the  green  houfe ;  and  endure  a  degree  of  cold,  which  would  be  infup- 
portable  in  our  climate.  The  difference  between  the  tflimate  of  Italy 
and  of  Germany  is  fo  great  that  it  is  frequently*  colder,  here,  at  the  end 
of  December,  than  it  is  with  us  in  Od:ober  ;  when  we  find  it  neceflary 
to  remove  the  orange  trees  into  the  green  houfe. 

Near  thefe  Thermae  is  theTDeautiful  .Fqw/j;?^  del.  Aqua  Felice ;  fo  called 
after  Sixtus  the  Fifth,  whofe  proper  nsime  wa^  telix.  This  Pope  reftbred 
theantientaqueduds;  and  likewife  the  fountain  of  Aqua  Juliay  that  W2is 
credled  by  Agrippa.  It  is  embeliifhed  with  four  Ionic  columns,  between 
4which  there  arc  three  ni€heis,cut  in  the  hard  lime  ftpnp,  which  the  Italians 
call  TraverUno-f.  In  the  middle  niche  Mofes  (lands,  of  a  coloflal  .fize  ; 
with  his  armraifed,  in  the  ad  of  commanding  the  water  tofpring  from  the 
rock.  The  two  other  niches  are  ornamented  with  bafll  relievi:  one  of  which 

♦  I  {u(pe€t  the  word  nicit,  not,  has  been  accidentally  omitted.^     T. 

^  This  flooe  is  found.at  Ti^voli,  the  ant^^ntTibur  5  and  from  Tiburitno  the  Italians  have 
made Jrnv^rif/w.     *'  .;     .      .   .        -'..»:. 
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reprefents  Aaron,  leading  the  Ifraelites  to  the  fountain  ;  and  the  other 
Gideon,  choofing* his  Warriors  at  the  brook,  with  whom  he  meant  to 
fight  the  Midianites. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  went  to  the'  church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggkre  ; 
which  was  built  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century,  during  the  ponti- 
ficate of  Pope  Liberiufi,  by  Johannes  Patricius,  on  the  ruins  of  the  tem- 
ple oijuno  Lucina.\  Within,  it  was  entirely  in  the  form  of  the  antient 
ba/iltca^  or  court  gf  juftice ;  a  form,  which,  according  to  the  acute 
obfervation  of  Mr.  Hirt,  was  chofen  by  the  Chriftians  for  two  reafons : 
firft,  becaufe  of  their  diflike  to  the  Pagan  temples  :  and  fecondly,  be- 
caufe  the  form  of  the  Bafilic  heft  correfponded  with  the  church  fer- 
Yice,  and  the  liturgy  of  thofe  times.  To  render  this  idea  the  more 
clear,  I  here  enclofe  a  little  drawing. 
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a  The  place  of  the  praetor,  among  the  Romans. 

h  Places  of  the  other  judges.  ' 

c  Places  of  the  pleaders. 

[Places  where  the  people  ftood. 
e  e     J 

The  order  of  thi§  beautiful  building  was  well  adapted  to  the  divine 

fervice  of  the  Chriftians. 

a  The  place  of  the  bifhop. 

b  and  c  Places  for  the  deacons. 

d  The  congregation. 

c  In  the  body  of  the  church,  and  between  the  pillars  and  the  walls, 

on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  309 

on  one  fide  the  women  ftood  :  on  the  other  the  unbaptifed  converts, 
the  catechumens,  and  proT>ably  the  penitents. 

The  architeds  afterward  added  chapels,  on  each  fide.  They  then 
thought  again,  and  enlarged  the  fides  of  the  ftrudure  ;  till  the  whole 
building  affumed  the  form  of  a  Greek  crofs  :  that  is,  a  crofs  the  four 
fides  of  which  are  equal. 

By  this  means  the  churches  loft,  not  only  much  of  their  antient 
beauty,  but  like  wife  the  advantage  of  the  bifhop  being  feen  and  eafily 
heard,  by  the  whole  congregation :  which  advantage  they  willingly 
facrificed  for  another  ;  namely,  that  of  eredling  three  altars,  on  each  of 
which  mafs  might  be  read.  I  fay  three,  becaufe  one  fide  was  fet  epart 
for  the  entrance. 

From  this  alteration  they  proceeded  to  another,  and  affumed  the  form 
of  the  long  crofs  ;  which  has  been  called  the  Latin  crofs ;  becaufe,  in 
reality,  the  Grecian  was  not  the  true  form  of  the  crofs.  The  form  of 
this  crofs  became  disfigured,  by  chapels  ereded  on  each  fide  (in  which 
.they  might  place  ahars)  to  the  number  of  five,  or  feven,  or  even  more. 

We  Proteflants  ihould  do  well  again  to  revive  the  antient  form  of 
the  Bafilic.  This  word  is  derived  from  the  Greek  Bxa-iAevi ;  which, 
.fignifies  iifi^i  becaufe,  in  antient  times,  the  kings  adminiftered  juftice. 
Without  regard  to  their  form,  from  an  abufe  of  terms,  the  word  Bajilic 
has  been  applied  to  the  principal  church.  In  conformity  to  a  barba* 
;rous  cuftom,  to-day  being  a  feftival,  the  beautiful  white  marble  pillars 
were  hung  with  red  damafk. 
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LETTER    XLVII. 

Rome,  31ft  December  179  !• 

X  HE  day  before  yefterday,  we  fpent  a  very  pleafant  morn«» 
ing,  in  vifiting  St.  Peter's  with  the  Abbate  Puccini.  But  do  not  expert 
nic  to  fay  any  thing  of  this  building  at  prefent.  I  muft  endeavour  to 
underftand  it  better;  and  how  fuperficial  at  laft  will  be  all  I  can  have 
to  fay ! 

From  the  churgh,  he  took  us  to  where  the  mofaic  work  Is  executed. 
This  art  has  been  brought  to  great  perfedion,  by  the  modems ;  and  it 
may  thank  the  works  of  the  great  painters  that  it  will  remain,  as  long 
as  the  names  of  thefe  painters  (hall  be  known.  I  thought  I  had  feen 
fome  very  beautiful  mofaic  work,  before  I  came  to  Rome ;  but  how  was 
1  amazed,  when  I  beheld  that  which  is  in  St.  Peter's  church !  At 
certain  heights,  where  the  joining  of  the  inlaid  pieces  difappeared,  the 
degree  of  beauty  and  deception  which  is  produced,  is  inconceivable. 

Among  the  paintings,  here  copied  in  mofaic,  is  a  very  beautiful  one 
by  Angelica.  The  youthful  Mary,  while  yet  a  tender  virgin,  is  pour* 
ing  water  into  a  flower  vafe ;  in  which  are  blooming  lilies.  A  ray 
from  heaven  falls  on  the  holy  maiden:  her  father  ftands  admiring.: 
her  mother  is  wrapt  in  maternal  ecftacy.  The  copy,  in  mofaic 
work,  is  intended  for  the  chapel  of  Loretto.  The  deftination  of  the 
original  is  not  yet  fixed. 

We  went  in  the  evening  to  the  Palazzo  Colonna^  at  which  there 
was  a  concert.  This  palace  exceeds  in  magnificence  all  that  I  have  yet 
feen.  The  palaces  and  apartments  of  our  princes  and  kings  are  tinfel, 
compared  to  the  grandeur  of  the  principal  Romans.  I  will  not  weary 
you  with  defcriptions  of  common  place  pomp;  the  number  of  their 
fervantSy  the  richnefs  of  their  liveries,  the  coflly  illuminations,  and 
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other  fuch  trifles,  not  worth  your  notice :  but  will  imagine  the  plea- 
fufe.  you.  would  receive  from  thepidlures,  which  fill  the  various  apart- 
ments ;  efpecially  the  great  gallery,  one  of  the  largeft  in  Europe,  which 
is  entirely  JfacecJ  with  marble,  and  embelliflxed  with  a  noble  coUedlion 
of  paintings  and  antique  ftatues.  Here  ypu  find  a  profufion  of  the  black 
Jifrican  marble  j  which  was  brought  from  the  territories  of  Carthage, 
and  from  which  quarries,  it  is  no  longer  dug  j  and  likewife  four  fine 
^antique  pillars  of  giallo  antica^  as  it  is  called,  or  yellow  marble,  from 
the  fame  country,  which  is  now  become  equally  rare» 

Our  princes,  as  well  as  many  private  perfons,  who  pretend  to  pomp 
.and  grandeur,  (hould  behold  the  Roman  magnificence,  and  quit  thefe 
pretcnfions,  by  which  they  are  fo  much  eclipfed :  th^ir  own  are  as 
detrimental  as  they  are  infignificant. 

Yefterday  morning,  we  vifited  the  Cblofleum*  Before  I  lay  any 
thing  of  thefe  grand  remains  of  Roman  antiquity,  I  will  requeft  you 
to  accompany  me,  in  imagination,  through  the  triumphal  arches  of 
Conftantine,  of  Titus,  of  Septimius  Severus,  of  the  ruins  of  a,ntient  tem- 
ples, which  you  will  recognife  partly  from  hiftory  and  partly  from  the 
defcriptions  of  the  poets,  arid  thence  through  the  Forum  to  the 
Capitol. 

Here,,  which  was  properly  the  feat  of  antient  Rome,  the  remains  qf 
antiquity  feem  colledled  ;  and  only  fcattercd  through  other  parts  of  the 
city,  though  (till  found  in  plenty.  Having  pafled  all  thefe,  we  muft 
jepofe  at  the  Coloflfeum. 

Chariot  races,  ^  and  exercifes  of  ftrength  and  afiivity,  in  the  time  of 
the  elder  Tarquin,  were  the  delist  of  the  Romans ;  who  afTembled,  for 
thefe  purpofes,  in  a  fpacious  oval  place  called  the  Great  Circus.  In  thgfe 
days,  the  fpedbators  flood ;  in  later  ages  they  fat  on  wooden  benchoB, 
placed  in  rows  one  above  the  other. 

Dramatic  reprefentations  were  not  performed  in  ftationary  theatres ; 
-but.  on  fcaffolding,  which  was  quickly  ereded  and  removed.  The  law 
did  not  permit  them  to  build  durable  theatees  :  but  th^  layr  fddom  can 
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reprefs  the  fpidt  of  luxury,  which  here  had  the  unfortunate  property  of 
combining  the  creations  of  genius  with  the  madnefs  of  folly.  In  the 
year  of  Rome  599,  the  Cenfors,  Marcus  Valerius  Meffala,  and  Caius 
Caffius  Longinus,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  reftrainthe  increafe  of  luxury, 
built  a  fuperb  theatre ;  which  was  pulled  down  befgre  it  was  finiflied^ 
becaufe  P.  Scipio  Nafica,  whom  the  fenate  declared  to  be  a  man  of  juft 
intentions,  oppofed  it  with  his  whole  power. 

In  the  year  of  Rome  694,  -flimilius  Scaurus,  the  ftepfon  of  Sylla, 
built  a  theatre  which  would  contain  eighty  thoufand  fpedators.  The 
fcenes  were  of  three  partitions  :  the  undermoft  of  marble,  the  middle  of 
glafs*,  and  the  upper  of  gilded  wood.  It  was  adorned  by  three  hundred 
and  iixty  marble  pillars,  and  three  thoufand  brazen  ftatues ;  and,  when 
the  performance  of  the  games  was  ended,  the  whole  was  removed  by 
Scaurus. 

The  expence,  in  pidures,  tapeftry,  drefs,  and  other  articles,  was  fo 
great  that,  when  his  country  houfe^  was  fet  on  fire  by  his  mutinous 
(laves,  the  lofs  was  eftimated  at  three  millions  of  rix-doUars ;  which 
unheard  of  fum  the  theatre  itfelf  muft  have  coft.  Thefe  fums  were 
the  fruit  of  the  robberies  which  Metella,  the  wife  of  Sylla,  had  ihared 
with  her  blood-thirfty  hufband.  Scaurus  however  was  fo  deeply  in 
debt  that  the  province  of  Sardinia,  which,  as  Praetor,  he  oppreffed  and 
plundered,  was  infufficient  for  the  reinftatement  of  his  affairs. 

In  the  year  of  Rome  701,  Curio,  whofe  wealth,  as  Pliny  tells  us, 
originated  in  the  contefts  of  the  principal  men  of  Rome,  determined  to 
excel  Scaurus  as  much  in  novelty  of  invention  as  he  was  inferior  to 
him  in  enormity  of  expence.  At  the  death  of  his  father,  he  caufed 
two  theatres  to  be  built.  You  know  that  the  theatres  of  the  antients 
had  always  the  figure  of  a  femicircle ;  and  that  their  amphitheatres 
were  either  circular  or  oval.     The  theatre  which  was  dedicated  to  the 

•  Pliny  xxxvi.  15.  Ima  pars  fcena  e  marmore  fuity  media  e  vitro^  inuudito  et  poftea 
genere  Juxurra. — Gla/s  can  mean  nothing  but  ornamenled  with  glafs :  howc^er^  wc 
have  but  a  very  imperfcA  idea  of  the  ornamental  magnificence  of  the  antients. 
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<t;xerciie  of  genius  was  of  Greek  invention  :  tli«  amphitheatre  of  ko^. 

man  j  that  the  citizens,  ifl  the  l&tter^   rtiight  be  fpedlators  of  racing, 

wreftling,   leaping,   the  fighting  of  wild  beaftg,  and  the  combats  of 

gladialtprs.     The  two  theatres  of  Cufio  were  built  With  their  backs 

toward  each  other  j  but  fo  that  ther«  was  an  empty  fpace  between  them. 

A  dramatic, piece  was  performed  in  each  of  them^  in  the  morning.     In 

the  afteraoon^  the  theatres  were  both  changed ;  for,  while  the  peopk 

were  feated  upon  high  gradations  of  beaches,  the  hi&ges  were  fo  artfully 

;contriv^  thmt  the  theatres  tact  each  other :  fo  chat  the  whole  fuddehly- 

formed  an  amphitheatre,  in  which  combatants  prefenteda  newfpedicle  % 

In  the  year  488  after  the  building  of  the  city,  th^  fangftinary  com^ 

l>ats  between  gladiators  were  iirft  exhibited  in  the  Circus^  by  M.  and 

D.  Btutas }  who  intended  by  this  means  to  honour  the  funeral  of  thek 

.fathar.     The  people  of  Campania  indulged  in  the  combats  of  the  gla^ 

"diators  more  early,  and  €ven  during  their  banquets.     This  frantic  love 

<)f  cruelty  rapidly  increased.     In  the  yelir  of  RoiAc  536,  the  fons  of 

M.  iEmilius  Lepidus,  intending  *o  honour  their  father's  memory,  had 

;games  perfotmed  which  continued  three  days,  and  in  which  twehty- 

twb  padr  of  gladiators    combated.      Thirty-three    years   afterward, 

feventy  gladiators  fought. 

It  became  duftomary  for  ^erery  general,  before  he  tind^ook  any 
expedition,  to  prefent  this  prelude  of  murder  to  the  people^  Gaefar 
maimained  fom«  thoufands  of  gladiators,  at  his  6wn  expence ;  and^ 
when  £dile,  exhibited  gafties  in  which  three  hundred  and  ti^'enty  pair 
entered  the  field  of  battle.  Trajan,  that  pride  of  the  Pagan  world ! 
Trajan,  the  gteateft  and  moft  benevolent  of  the  Emperors  I  Trajan, 
iv'hofe  virtue,  after  he  became  Emperor,  was  proverbial,  "  As  fortu- 
;iiate  M  Auguftus,  as  virtuous  as  Trajan !  *'  even  Trajan  indulged  this 
pradice.  He  gave  games  during  a  hundred  and  twenty  days  fuccef^ 
£vely,  in  which  there  were  ten  thoufahd  gladiatorsi 

•  Pliny  xxxfu    15% 
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Auguftus  made  a  law  by  which  private  individuals,  who  thought 
proper  toprefent  the  people  with  fuch  fpettacles,  fliouldbe  limited  not 
to  expend  above  half  their  fubftance. 

The  people  exprefled  their  joy,  when  a  gladiator  received  his  death 
wound,  with  wild  fhouts  :  crying,  Habct  !  Hoc  habet !  Some  of  the 
combatants  engaged  each  other  with  fimilar  weapons  :  fuch  were  often 
called  Samnites ;  not  becaufe  they  really  were  Samnites,  but  becaufe 
the  Romans,  full  of  ignoble  antipathy  againft  a  people  who  had  refifted 
their  arms  for  a  hundred  years,  delighted  in  beholding  the  murder  of 
a  Samnite. 

Cruelty  once  indulged  is  not  eafily  fatiated.  It  requires  variety  of 
murder,  and  its  horrible  neceffities  make  it  inventive.  Gladiators, 
who  held  an  elaftic  net  in  their  right  hand,  and  a  three  pronged  wea- 
pon in  the  left,  endeavoured  to  caft  the  net  over  the  head  of  thdr  op* 
ponent ;  and  then  to  pierce  him  with  their  prongs.  If  the  attempt 
failed,  the  antagonift  purfued  the  afiallant  to  death.  Hence  the  latter 
was  called  the  Sectttor^  purfuer ;  and  the  former  Retiarius^  the  net 
bearer. 

The  net  bearers  combated  alfo  with  armed  Gauls,  who  were  called 
Mirmillones.  The  latter  bore  the  figure  of  a  filh  on  a  helmet.  Thefe 
Mirmillones  endeavoured  to  efcape  the  net  bearer,  by  ducking  the 
head,  and  at  the  fame  moment  to  give  a  blow  in  the  foot,  that  fhould 
difable  his  enemy  j  that  he  might  afterward  deftroy  him..  It  was 
ufual  for  the  net  bearer,  as  he  followed  the  Mirmillon,  to  exclaim, 
Non  t€  petOy  pifiem peto :  ^lidmefugis^  GalU?  I  do  not  aim  at  thee,  but 
at  thy  fifli :  Why  doft  thou  fly  me,  Gaul  *  ? 

If  a  gladiator  exprefled  a  fenfe  of  pain,  after  being  wounded,  or 
afked   for'  his    life,  the  people,  enraged,   would  frequently  exclaim, 

*  An  allufion  is  no  doubt  made  to  the  gladiators,  and  perhaps  to  this  kind  of  gla- 
diator, by  Terence  5  when  he  makes  his  eld  man,  Simo,  ftormihg  at  his  fon  for  boing  m 
b)vc  with  a  girl,  exclaim,  Captus  eft ;  habet,     Teri  Ap.  a£l.  i.  fc.  i. 
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decide  I  tire  !  verbera!  *  Kill !  burn  !  whip  him  !  I  remember  fome- 
where  to  have  read  that  they  had  the  cruelty  to  apply  burning  irons 
to  the  half  expiring,  that  they  might  induce  them  to  exert  their  fraall 
remains  of  power. 

Sometimes  the  people  pardoned  fuch  gladiators  as  had  formerly  ex* 
Celled  in  agility,  or  courage.  The  raifmg  of  the  hand,  with  the  thumb 
lowered,  was  a  token  that  they  fhould  live.  The  hand  {hut,  with  the 
thumb  raifed,  was  the  fign  of  death.  It  was  ufual  for  the  people  to 
cry,  Recipe  ferrum  !  Receive  the  fword  ! 

.  As  foon  as  a  combatant  was  dead,  flaves,  whofe  office  it  was,  entered, 
drove  a  hook  into  his  body,  and  dragged  him  away  through  the  Porta 
Jjibitinaj  or  gate  of  death,  to  bury  him. 

The  gladiators  were,  fome  of  them  prifoners  of  war;  fome  free  per- 
fons,  who  had  ftudied  the  art  j  and  others  foundlings,  whofe  education 
deftined  them  to  this  trade. 

The  inftrudor  of  thefe  combatants  was  called  Lanijia.  The  fchool 
in  which  they  were  trained  was  a  large  building,  in  which  thofe  who 
were  fet  apart  to  murder,  or  to  be  murdered,  were  exercifed. 

They  were  not  at  liberty  to  go  where  they  pleafed,  when  not  exer* 
cifmg ;  but  were  each  (hut  up  in  a  different  cell,  like  dogs  in  theif 
kennel.  In  the  latter  times  of  the  republic,  thefe  gladiators  Were 
made  fubfervient  to  the  ambition  of  the  powerful ;  and  wfere  let  loofe, 
among  the  people,  like  hounds  among  wild  beafls. 

When  the  people  granted  a  gladiator  his  life,  it  w^  frequently  only 
for  the  day  :  he  muft  again  attend  the  games  on  the  morrow ;  and,  per- 
haps, during  their  whole  continuance,  though  they  fhould  be  but  juft 
begun.  Whoever  had  vanquiftied  feveral  opponents  one  after  the 
other,  received  a  fword  of  wood,  rudis ;  which  was  encircled  with 
palm ;  and  he  was  from  that  time  releafed  from  the  Arena  of  the  gla* 

•  Seneca. 
S  f  a  diators% 
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diators.     He  then  hung  up  hU  fword,.  his  ifaield,  and  his  helmet^  iai 
the  temple  of  Hercules  *•. 

Free  gladiators,  who  hired  thcmfelves,  were  paid  a  great  price;  an* 
die  Rudiarii  a  much  greater  ::for  this  was  the  epithet  btflowed  onthofe 
who  had  received  the  wooden  fwordi 

In  the  timca  of  the  Emperors,,  the  Romaa^  citizens,  knights,  andl 
fenatorSi^. degraded  tfaemfelves  with  combating  with  hired  gladiators  and 
fiaves.  The  Emperor  Commodus  prefented  himfelf  as  a  gladiator,  anct 
Mceived  for  each  day  out  of  the  gladiators*. treafury^  Ik  r<av  yLovofiaxfot^^ 
X^^fjLOLTm  t,  about  fifty  thoufand  ttx  dollars.  He  was  remarkably  pow^ 
^ful  in  combating  with  wild  beads. 

In  the  time  of  DQmitian,.femaIe  gladiatorsTofe  up  ;.  and  the  Romans 

*-Honice.hafi  a  beautiful  allufion  to*>this  cufl:om»..when  Mxcenas  wifltos  again  to  indj^ciL 
bim  to.wrke. 

Prima  diBe  mihiy  fumma  dtcende  Camctna, . 
Sp^Gaium  faih  et  Jonatum  jam  rud$  qumriSf 
IfLufnas^  iterum  antiquo  me  incluJere  ludo* 
Non  eadem  efl  ataSi  ^^^  mens,     VejamtUf  artms^ 
Herculu  ad  poftemfixis^  latet  abditm  agr^^ , 
Ne  populum  fxtrema  toties  exoret  arena^ . 

HWt.  lib.  i.  cp- 1.  i-H5^ 

O  Thou  to  5vhom  the  Mufe  firft  tunM  her  lyre, . 
Whofe  friendfliip  (hall  her  late(k  fong  infpire». 
Wherefore,  Maecenas,  would  yoathu^  engage 
Your  bard,  difmifTed  with  honour  from  the  ftage, . 
Again  to  venture  on  the  lifts  of  Eame, 
His  youth,  his-genius,..now  no  more  the  fame  ?- 

Secure  in  his  retreat  Vejanius  lies,. 
Hangs  up  his  arms,  nor.  courts  the  doubtful  prize '}; 
Wifely  refolvM  to  tempt  his  fate  no  more. 
Or  the  light  crowd  ferhi$difcbarg|c  implore* 

FfLANCfS^ 

||DiOO:Cajl&u5.. 
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were  at  laft  fo  addi<aed  to  this  fanguinary  fpedlaclc  that,  like  their  prc- 
(fcceffbrs^the  people  of  ("ampania,  they  had  them  at  their  feafts. 

Certain  combatants  fought  in  chariots,  and  were  called  EJfediariL 
Others  fought  on  horfeback,  with  deep  helmets ;  fo  that  they  couldi 
not  fee  eacL other;  and  thus  ran  the  courfe,  with  their  fpears^  blinds- 
fold. 

When  once  %  peopfe  are  accuftomed  to  t!ie  fight  of  bloody  the  lufl; 
of  indulging  fuch  horrible  fpedacles  increafes  to  the  moft  outrageous^ 
phrenfy.  Political  confiderationa  (houid  have  taught  the  free  Romans* 
that  a  favage  nation  is  incapable  of  liberty.  And  how  favage  muft  that 
nation  be^  whofc  very  matrons^  and  veftals,  were  accuftomed  to  fucb 
fpe£tacles !  . 

The  fubjeded  Greeks  were  late  in  adopting  thefe  pradices;  Vfhtny, 
m  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius,  it  was  propofed  tothc^ 
Athenians  to  introduce  them,  in  imits^tion  of  the  Corinthian  gladia*- 
tors,  the  phiiofopher  Demonax  exclaimed,  with  noble  indignation.  Oh,, 
men  of  Athens,  rife-,  before  you  indulge  in  battles  like  thefei  rife^v 
and  demolifh  the  altars  which  your  fathers  have  ereded  to  Mercy  t 

Conftantihe,  the  firft  Chriftian  Emperor,  though  not  ablfe  entirely' 
to  fuppfefs  this  horrid  pradice^  forbad  it;  being  excited  fo  to  do  by 
Ladantius*   Under  the  Emperor  Honorius,  when  Prudentius,  a  Chrif-- 
tian  poet,  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  abolition  of  thefe  fpedacles,^ 
Telemachos,  a  hermit  of  the  Eaftj.  appeared  in  the  amphitheatre.     As» 
foon  as  the  combat  had  beguq,  h«  ddcended^.  with  a  dignified  fimplif 
city,  inflamed  by  the  fpirit  of  benevolence  and  holy  zoal,  into  the 
Arena ^  and'  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  combatants  from  nmrdering. 
each  othen     The  fpedators,  enraged,  rofe  and  ftoned  him.     Perhaps  ^ 
there  may  be  fome  who  will  feel  inclined  to  ridicule  the  fimplicity  of 
this  dignified  man  j  though^  had  it  been  the  aft' of  a  Heathen  philofo- 
pher,  they  would  have  admired  and  cited  it  as  exemplary.     Telema- 
chos  however  was  the  laft  facrifice  to  this  accurfed  cufiom.    Honoriur 
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^vas^  moved,  forbad  the  games  of  the  gladiators,  and  from  thai  period 
they  were  entirely  abolifhed. 

A  fhort  time  before,  it  was  proved,  by  the  example  of  a  young  man, 
how  feducing  the  fight  of  bloodihed  is ;  and  how  little,  man  can  depend 
on  his  oWn  refolution.  Alipus  came  from  Africa  to  Rome,  filled  with 
abhorrence  againft  the  games  of  the  Amphitheatre.  Some  youths,  who 
were  his  fellow  ftudents  in  the  law,  entreated,  teafed,  and  dragged  him, 
that  they  might  forcibly  make  him  accompany  them  to  the  fpe£lacle. 
"  You  may  oblige  my  b©dy  to  go,"  faid  Alipus,  **  but  I  will  forbid 
my  eyes  and  my  foul  to  take  any  part  in  the  a<fi :  they  fhall  triumph, 
they  {hall  remain  unmoved."  They  took  him  with  them,  and  found 
the  fpcSators  heated  by  the  fight  of  the  combatants.  Alipus  (hut  his 
-eyes  and  confirmed  himfelf  in  his  refolution.  A  loud  cry  of  pleafure, 
from  the  people,  occafioned  him  to  waver.  He  looked,  and  faw  the 
Hood  ftreaming  from  the  death  wound  of  a  gladiator.  "  At  that  in- 
ftant,"  faid  St.  Auguftin,  "  his  foul  was  overcome :  he  beheld  the 
blood  without  emotion  ;  and  unconfcioufly  to  himfelf,  imbibed  cruelty, 
excited  rage  in  himfelf,  reveled  in  -crime,  and  fuddenly  wallowed  an 
blood  ^" 

*  He  left  the  amphitheatre  a  changed  man,  and  no  longer  abftained 
from  vifiting  it ;  but  rather  was  the  encourager  of  others. 

•  He  attended  the  fchool  of  Rhetoric,  in  which  Auguftin  taught ;  and 
this  holy  man,  having  introduced  the  fubje<3:  of  gladiators,  fpoke  fo  as 
to  make  a  deep  impreffion  on  tlie  heart  of  Alipus.'  He  debated  with 
himfelf,  returned  no  more  to  the  amphitheatre,  and  became  an  excellent 
man,  and  a  biftiop.  By  his  virtuous  life,  he  proved  an  enlightened 
and  warning  example  to  his  congregation. 

I  ftiould  not  be  aftonifhed,  could  we -live  to  fee  it,  were  we  to  behold 

*  Ut  viJtt  ilium  fan giiif  tern  i  Immanilatem  fimul  ehibit  ;  et  nonfe  avert  it  y  fedjixit  afpeBum^ 
€t  hauriehat  fufias  et  ncjclchat^  et  dele&abatur  fcelere  certaminis,  et  crueuta  vohptate  in* 
ehrlebuiur. 
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lawgivers  of  a  nation,  who  have  openly  renounced  the  bleflings  of 
Chriftianity,  a  thoufand  years  hence,*  again  to  introduce  a  cuftom  fo 
difgraceful  to  human-nature.  They  may  probably,  from  fome  deluficm 
of  political  blindnefs,  or  fome  mifguided  phrenfy,  endeavour  in  this 
manner  to  fatisfy  the  blood  thirfty  propenfity  of  a  people  who  fliall 
have- been  accuftomed  to  the  murder  of  their  fellow-citizens,  "Inft^ad 
of  hounds,  the  Perfian  hunter  takes  a  fmall  kind  of  tiger  behind  him 
on  his  horfe  ;  having  firft  bandaged  the  animal's  eyes.  As  foon  as  he 
difcovers  his  prey,  he  tears  the  bandage  from  the  eyes  of  the  tiger, 
which  fprings  down,  purfues  the  beaft,  feizes  upon  him,  and,  catching 
him  by  the  throat,  drinks  his  blood.  Having  fatiated  his.  thirfty  he 
leaves  the  dead  animal  to  the  hunter;  who  takes  up  the  carcafe;  and, 
blinding  the  eyes  of  the  tiger,,  again  placeshim  on'hi«  horfe.  S[liould 
the  hunted  animal  efcape,  the  tiger  is  raging; :  and  "his  mafter- ap- 
proaches him  warily,  fmiling  throws  him  a  lamb,  which  he  brought 
for  the  purpofe,  and,  when  the  tiger  has  drunk  ahd  blo^d,  blinds 
him  ag^in,  but  not  without  danger,  and  again  purfues^hi'S  wiy;  v  -  ;; 
•  Thefirfl  permanent  theatre  was  built  by  Pompey;indthe'firft  perma- 
nent amphitheatre  by  Statilius  Taurus.  The  games  werejfirft  a<aed  in 
the  time  of  Auguftus.  Vefpafian  undertook  to  ered  oije  which  (houM 
be  as  capacious  as  poffible  :  that  is,  that  its  aim  (hould  be  to  contain  the 
greateft  number  of  fpedlators,  the  moft  diftant  of  whom  fhould  have  a 
clear  view  of  the  whole  games.  This  purpofe  was  aGcoiripliflied  by 
an  architect,  whofe  name  was  Gaudentius.  He  afterward'  became  a 
Chriftian  ;  and,  like  many  other  martyrs,  was  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts, 
in  the  amphitheatre  that  he  had  built. 

This  flrufture  was  ereded  by  Vefpafian  after  his  war  with  the  Jews  j 
ten  thoufand  of  whom,  his  prifoners,  were  employed  on  the  building. 
Titus  opened  it  with  games ;  and  thus  confecrated  it  to  the  memory  of 
his  father,  Vefpafian ;  after  whom,  taking  the  family  name  of  thefe 
Emperors^  it  was  called  Ampbtthcatrum  Flavium. 

The 
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The  greattll  combat  that  Hcmbrc  «rer  faw  was  ^v«a  htre  by  I>oini- 
tian.;  the  brother  and  fucceflbr  of  Titus.  Thija  Jimphitheatrum  Flavinm 
was  more^frcqucfttly  called  the  Cdoffiutn :  from  a<x>loffal  ftattue^  which 
Nero  hwiplacied  in.the  entrance  hall  of  his  palace/  It  wfts  the  figure  af 
Phoebus,  to  which  Nerohad  given  his  own  head»  Vtifpafian  tocJcaway 
the  head  of  Nefo,  replaced  it  wkh  another,  ^nd  removed  the  ftatue  very 
near  the  amphitheatre. 

The  Colofeumi^  of  an  ovai  fotm.  The  Artna^  or  plfccc  f«  the  C(va»- 
batants  and  wild  beafls  to  fight  in,  was  five  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
long,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  feet  broad.  The  height  of  the  build- 
ing was  fuppofed  to  be  a  hundred  4uid  fixty  feet.  The  cdixainference, 
and  the  walls  to  the  north,  are  entirely  preferved.  The  benches  con* 
rtain  places  for  eighty-fix  thoufand  fpedlratQi^ ;  with  room  iqr  twenty 
thonfandthst  might  ftand.  The  lowefk  rows  p£  benches  #e£ef6rthe 
^eftals  and  .fenatoi;8»  Above  them  there  were  (everal  rows,  rifing  ia 
gradation,  for  the  Roman  knights:  ebove  the£ethe  citieenslat;  over 
them  the  wemm ;  and,  on  the  higheft  feats  of  all,  thepdoclpal  m^ 
trons.  Above  the  fpe&atoi^  ftood  ^he  men  whofe  ofBce  it  wtis  to 
^ade  the  ^whole  building,  by  clQth ;  for  the  theatre  and  saitaphitheatre 
iwere  frequently  .ptote&ed  firom  the  Tua  beams  in  thi&)  manner  ^.    The 

great 

•  Thia  .praAicc  was  Imewn  in  the  times  of  ^tte^  repuUic.  -Q/Catuks-  firft^vew  a 
-tloth  ever  atheaCRi  when  iie  rebuilt  the  Capitol,  ia  tkeym  of  Rome  68  tnd  cooTeoiatel 
it,  fourteen  years  after  it  kadbcenJ^vo-nt  down  f.  Cxfar  covered  the  whole  Forum  with 
fcanvasi  fo  as*  to  (bade  the  way  from  his'houfe  to  (he  Capitol ;{:.  LucretiuSj  who  was  a  coa^^ 
/temporal^  of  Cicero,  fpeaking  of  the  efied;  of  the  coloursy  fays, 

Stferrugina^  cum  magnU  intenta  tbeatrh  .      .        .        ^ 

Pir  fBaiosvolgatatrabeifquetrementiaJlutanti 
Jfamjue  ibieonfe/fum  caveat  fubtefy  et  ommm 
Sanaifjfeciemy  Patrum^  Mairumjuey  De^rumgttr 


f  Flin.  xix.  cap.  i,  4  Ibid. 
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great  tribune  of  the  Emperors  was  placed  in  the  centre,  between  the 
feats  of  the  fenators.  There  were  three  rows  of  arcades,  rifing  each 
above  the  other,  and  each  fupported  by  pUlars.    The  undermoft  were 

Inficiunt^  coguntque fao  Jtuitare  colore: 

Et  quanto  circum  mage  funt  inclufa  theatrl 

Mcenta^  tarn  tnagts  iac  intus  perfufa  lepore 

Omnia  conrideftt  ccnrepta  luce  diet* 

LucRET.  IV.  73—81. 

Thus  when  pale  curtains,  or  the  deeper  red, 
0'«r  all  the  fpacious  theatre  are  fpread, 
Which  mighty  maftsand  fturdy  pillars  bear» 
And  the  loofe  curtains  wanton  in  the  air. 
Whole  fireams  of  colours  from  the  top  do  flow,     ^ 
The  rays  divide  them  in  their  paflage  through,      I 
And  (lain  the  fcenes,  and  men,  and  gods  below  :  j    ■ 
The  more  thefe  curtains  fpread,  the  pleafing  dye 
Rides  on  the  beams  die  more^  and  courts  the  eye. 

Creech,  v.  75. 

It  was  not  fuiScientfot  the  Romans  to  be  flitded  by  eanvas,  which  was  very  ceftly,  but 
they  yifould.have  fine  canvas,  of  different  colours  $  and  pleafed  themfelveo  with  the  wa- 
ving brightnefs  of  thefe  colours,  which,  as  Lucretius  fays,  *' wanton  in  the  air/'  Nero 
fpread  an  entirely  gilded  theatre  over  with  tapeftry ;  in  the  centre  of  which  he  was  repre- 
fented,  as  a  charioteer.  Phoebus,  no  doubt ;  for  he  was  furrounded  by  itars.  Thus  that 
which^  in  the  time  of  Catulus,  was  ellecmed  an  unheard-of  luxury,  a  few  ages  afterwar?i 
became  a  necedary.  The  tyrant  Caligula  was  accufed  of  tyranny  j  for  having  frequently, 
during  the  games  of  the  gladiators^  ordered  the  canvas,  which  Ihadcd  the  people  from 
the  great  heat  of  the  fun,  to  be  drawn  back,  and  forbidden  any  one  to  leave  the  theatre  ♦. 

In  thefe  luxurious  times,  the  Romans,  in  order  to  freflien  the  air,  had  the  cuftom  of 
mixing  water,  wine,  and  faffron  f  together;  and,  by  the  means  of  concealed  machines, 
to  (bower  it  down,  from  the  higheft  feats,  over  the  oppreffedfpedators,  as  n  gentle  rain. 
The  humidity  fell  flowly,  like  a  finking  cloud.  We  learn,  from  Seheca^  that  the  coiy* 
preffion  of  the  air  refilled  thefe  fafiron  (bowers.  Nor  did  they  content  themfelves  with 
the  ufe  of  common  fafiron  J;  they  gathered  the  crocus  of  the  promontory  of  Corjcus  :  for 
this  plant  certainly  grew  in  the  Corycium  Antrum  of  Glicia,  They  likewife  covered  the 
theatre  over  witlrthe  expenfive  and  purple  cloth  of  Spain. 

•  Suet.  Cal.  cap.  xxvi.  f  Sen.  Nat.  Quaeft.  lib.  li.  9,  and  Sen.  Ep.  90,11  +  Matcrnus 

Cihno,  Rom.  Ahcnh.  x  tfa.  f.  598. 
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of  the  Doric  order,  the  next  of  the  Ionic,  and  the  uppermbft  of  tlie 
Corinthian.  As  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  antients  to  introduce  diHer* 
ent  orders,  they  took  care  tx)  place  the  (impleft  ot^der,  whidi  fliould 
have  the  character  of  grandeur  and  folidity,  as  the  fuppon  of  the  lighter 
and  more  ornamental.  This  was  done  to  delight  the  eytj  and  to  give 
the  greater  reality  of  appfearance.  With  equally  ftridk  and  yet  more 
neceflary  attention,  they  had  leatned  the  art  of  comitraniciting  folidity 
to  their  prodigious  buildings,  by  making  the  lighter  mafs  reft  upon  the 
heavier.  Thus  they  laid  the  light  tufailone  on  the  hard  lime  ftone; 
and  upon  the  tufa  the  brick. 

The  upjjermoft  arches  arc  of  anothfer  kbid  of  poroos  tufa  ftone, 
which  is  lighter  even  than  the  brick. 

1  fend  you  an  engraving  .of  the  Colcifeum,  which  will  give  you  a 
better  idea  of  the  whole  than  any  I  can  communicate }  £Dr  I  am  but  a 
novice  in  the  art  of  archkedure.    .  ^ 

We  mounted  to  the  feats  of  the  citizens ;  and,  high  as  we  were,  we 
could  very  plainly  look  down  on'  the  dnna :  nor  is  there  any  doubt  but 
that  the  ftill  higher  matrons  had  their  full  view ;  to  'favour  which  the 
Tpedators  fat  in  half  darknefs,  and  the  light  fell  full  on  the  place  of 
adion. 

The  ColoiTeum  was  built  on  the  fpot  which  had  been  a  ii0x;  pond, 
appertaining  to  what  was  called  the  golden  palace  of-  Nero*  This  pa^ 
lace,  with  its  buildings,  porticos,  gardens,  ponds,  and  baths,  inchided  a 
great  part  of  the  antient  city,  three  of  its  hills,  the  Palatine,  the  Efqpi* 
line,  the  Caslius,  and  all  the  fpace  between  thefe  places.  <  Rome  proper, 
in  thefe  unfortunate  times,  became  uoinhabited.  The  citizens  lived  in 
jhe  fuburbs.  The  Eihperor's  paffiofi  for  bailding  «ould  hcft  fiiid 
fpace  fufficlent  in  the  city.  Thu§,  'many  df  the  wonders  of  archi* 
tedurc  were  dcftroyed :  buildings  by  which  their  founders  had  endea* 
voured  to  immortalize  (heir  names :  and  thus  Nero,  after  the  man- 
ner of  defpots,  fearful  of  being  forgotten,  laboured  to  eftablifti  his  own 
memory.     His  golden  palace,  however,  was  foon  deftroyed  j  and  the 

place 
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p)a£e  where  it' ftood  was  occupied  by  the  ColofTeum^  and  the  baths  of 
Tituju 

.Pp  all  fides  of  the  Golofleum  there  were  works  of  art.  Fir  ft  there 
was  the  Coloffal  Phoebus ;  from  which  the  building  took  its  name,  and 
wtnch  was.  4-  hundred  and  forty  fpans  in  height*  Second,  the  Vivarium  ; 
or  the  encloied  place  in  which  the  wild  beafts  were  kept.  Third,  a 
poctlco,  which  led  from  the  palace  to  the  Coloffeum  ;  and,  laftly^  the 
^tafudansy  or  fweatlug  goal;  which  is  the  name  of  a  fountain,  fp 
called,  becaufe,  like  the  goals  of  the  Circus,  its  form  was  conicaU  It  is 
l^w  £sillen,  and  the  inner  fe£tion  of  It  only  remains^. 

Not  far  from  the  Golofleum  are  the  ruins  of  a  temple ;  which  wa? 
dedicated  to  Phoebus  and  Diana«  It  refted  on  two  femi  rotundas  j  the 
back  parts  of  which  touch  each  othen 

On  another  ilde,  the  triumphal  arch  of  Conftantine  remains.  It  is 
in  good  prefervation  ;  and,  for  the  xnoft  part,  is  embellifhed  with  fta- 
tues,  and  baiS  reltevi,  of  antient  times.  The  grandeur  of  art  had  ceafe4 
before  the  time  of  Conftantine.  The  love  of  the  wonderful  had  e»- 
thiguUhed  the  perception  of  the  Sublime.  The-  baiH  jrelieAri,  which  are 
«f  the  time  of  €k)nftanrine,  disfigure  the  triun}{>hal  arch  as  much  as  it 
ia  ornamented  by  thofe  above  mentioned.  Among  the  laft  are  four 
iftj^^  ft^ues  of  generals  conquering  the  enemy. 

One  baflb  relievo  appeared  to  me  /excellent.  You  muft  remember 
f hdt  Ttajady  after  his  victories  -over  the  Dad,  refufed  the  honours  of  a 
"triaitipby  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and  enteied  the  city  followed  hj 
qfisbdigious  muUitudes.  Here,  he  is  reprefented,  with  the  people,  led 
^  the  Goddeft  of  Rome,  and  followed  by  Vkjory  j  by  whom  he  is 
eccowoed^    Aboyci  there;  2fc  beautiful  figure$|  in  alio  relievp,  of  the 

♦  t  aftcnKratd  faw  a  rcprcfcnt;itjon  gf  this  fountain  on  apcdcftal }  whidi|  If  I  do  not  mif- 
talce,  was  in  the  Mufeum  Plum  Ctcmefithium.  The  water  fprang  from  a  high  (heU-fofmcd 
cone.  From  the  (heHit  mfi  through  pip^j  into>  the  hollow  cone ;  from  which  it  ftrearacd, 
through  the  open  jaws  of  lions,  to  fati^fv  the  thltfty  people,  who  ftood  under  the  (hell. 

T  t  2  time 
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time  of  Marcus  Aurclius,  which  reprcfcnt  the  deeds  of  his  father,  An- 
toninus Pius. 

Over  the  triumphal  arch,  there  Is  the  figure  of  the  hero,  as  a  cdn- 
queror,  in  bronze,  in  a  chariot  with  four  horfes. 

From  this,  we  went  to  the  triumphal  arch  of  Tftus.  Among  other 
things,  you  here  fee  the  river  Jordan,  one  of  the  feveh*  branched  can- 
dlefticks  of  the  Temple,  and  a  table  with  the  fhew-brea<f,  carried  iit 
triumph.  In  the  hollow  of  the  arch,  above,  is  the  apotheofis  of  Ti- 
tus ;  typified  by  an  eagle  bearing  him  away  :  a  proof  that  this  mohu- 
ment  was  ereded  after  his  death.  The  Jews,  to  this  day,  io  not  pali 
through  the  arch ;  but  on  one  fide. 

Leaving  the  triumphal  arch  of  Titus,  on  the  right  you  fee  the  ruins 
of  the  temple  of  Peace  ;  which  appears  to  have  been  the  largefl  of  thoft 
that  were  erected  by  the  Romans.  You  then  come  ta  the  ruins  of  the 
temple  of  Romulus  and  Remus ;  and  afterward  of  thofe  that  were 
built  by  the  Senate  to  M.  Aurelius  Antoninus  and  his  wicked  wife 
Fauflina.  -  . 

On  tlie  left  are  the  beautiful  remains  of  the  tempTe  of  Concord  j 
the  work  of  Camillus,  on  reconciling  the  People  and  the  Senate,  after 
their  dangerous  diflenfions.  It  was  in  this  temple  that  Cicero  aiTem* 
bled  the  Senate,  and  obtained  judgment  againft  Lentulus  and  Cethe^ 
gus,  who  were  confpirators  with  Cattline.' 

Near  this,  on  the  fame  fide,  are  the  ruins  of  the  tcmpk  that  wa[s  firft 
tuih  by  Romulus,  on  the  fpot  where  the  Sabine  women,  after  beiag 
'reconciled  to  their  hufbands,  and  having  borne  them  children^  had 
rufhed  into  the  field  of  battle,  and  perfuaded  the  Sabines  and  the  Ro- 
mans to  make  peace**  He  called  it  the*  temple  of  yupikr  Stator^ 
Jupiter  the  Preventor.  Neither  of  thefe  temples,  however,  are  of  the 
,  tixnc  of :  Roptiulus  and  Camillus;  but  of  Adrian,  by  whom  they  were 
built  to  replace  the  others,  after  the  great  fire  of  Rome. 

*Uv.i.  13. 

Frooik 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1  VMiges  orVie  ttn^  o/'Jt^fitrTpnans.  6  Temple  ofAniDHVU  twi 

2  V^ftkfes' of^  temple  01' (hncord.  6  Templeofltomiihis  an 

3  ArchofSeptmwtJfSnrrus.  7  S.Franeesm  Jtomana 

4  Ancient  EtYirium  now  S^idiimto.  S  Jrch  or"  T^ituf. 


33  The  Cohsg^ion . 

24  Teftiple  oft/ii'Swi  tifht  t/n  Aloon 

i5    Ves/yjes  irfihe  ThvrtfMe  or'  Titus. ^  ^ 

Digitized  by 


better  XLV^^ 


TRAVELS  GF  COU^  SYOtBfi A«  J  3  ^^ 

From  rfience,  we' came  to  th^  Forum  Romanumj^v^iiiQh\sMy;iTCk\U&' 
the  CiJfftpoVtfccho ;  or  Cow  field  ;  becaufe  ItferVes^as  the  be«ft  market.' 
We  found  it  full  of  cattle,  and  hogs.  What  a  change  in  mortal  aftiirs  ^ 
The  paflage  of  Virgil  ftrongVy^  recurred  to  my  recolleAldri,  'wbto  t 
heard  the  towing  of  the  cattle  on  the  Roman  Forum,  in  which  hetw 
lates  that,  above  four  hundred  years  before  the  founding  of  Romey 
Evander  led'  iBiieas  to  hi&  poo^"  hut,  and  the  Iieib- there^  h^atd  catUe 

low,  fromr  the  place-wherethc  Forum^  waa  aftiftrward  ipred^d* 

*  '  *  '■*■*,.'  ,,...'      *  ' 

Patiperis  Evattdri,  pa[jlifnqu§  arnunta  videbant 
Romanoque  foro  et  lautii  mugire  Carinis  *• 

Difeourfing  thus  together,  they  re{crt        f  \^  •  ..    ,».,  ,. - 
'    Where  poor  Evander  kept  Jiisccfttn  try.  court.  ,  *.  *    " 

/    ^     They  viewed  the  ground  6f  Rome's  litigious  hall';      **      '  • 

OnceoxeiiiowM}  where no^irthe^ la wyerrbawl:    '-'.'••:•  . 

Before  us  now  flood  the  Capitol — 

•  '    ^--^CapitdU  irnniob'iiefj^^ 

"  Uhder  tfce  Kiir  of  the  Capitol,  three  pillars  "are 'ftiH'  'flaridfng  of  the 
ftmple which  was  built  by  Auguftus,  to  ftilfil  tf  vtlw,  inade  by  hunak 
ieeihg*  a  inah  ilrucliL'  dead'  by  lightning  at  hi^  iide;  '  SnetonittS 'i^farte8.aEik 
anecdote,  which  charaflfertziea  the  fupeMtioh'ftf 'Ihte'Roantftt^./A^^gt^li^ 
frequently  vifited'theteA^pIe  of  JupiUr  *7^]«ft9i^j<)^  knid^Ife  ojtfie  idxt^me 
that  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol  complained,  beciaufe  he  had  occafiqneft 
ht9  altars  to  be  forllikeh.  To  this  lie  replied;  that  he  had  appointed  the 
ThunderTng  Jupiter  hfsr  doorbeepen  Auguftbft.alterward  hung  up  tieiih 
mcixe  te^Ie^ofi  thteThuiidi^er;  biecaufe  k  Wftsrx^uftodmtyrtoSKmg^u]! 
beBs  at  doors  f*  •   *     '  '► ' '  ^  '      '    •  I  sv    !  r ; .. '        .  :  oti;: 

We  afceiided  the  fteps  of  the  Capitol ;  Which  the  Vahrii,  the  FMi'^ 

*  Carina  (flip  keels).:  /o  a  pj^eof  Rome  was  called.    Wix^Xaj^lx^C^ripf^^lautai^ 
liecaufe  beautiful  palaces  in  after  ^times  were  built  there. 
.  t  SLuet<y  viuO€l.  91.  •       V-  -  -  -     '  w 
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4ndtho  S^ipioi^  hwA  Afcendcd  m  ecraquerors  of  natioas*  They  are 
no^  fo  cOnvenUdt,  low,  isirtd  broad;  that  fji^y  are^afy  of  afcent.  We 
gratified 'ourfdve^  with  a  fupet^ial  view  of  the  antiquities^  and  with 
the  thought  that  we  were  it.  the  Capitol.  We  fhal)  fooa  examine  i^ 
more  kt  our  ieifure :  I  fiiall  then  fend  you  fuch  remarks  as  I  have  to 
ipake* 

To-4ay,#e  vifited  iJktVdll^  Ludoviji ;  which  belongs  to  the  Princes 
of  Piombifto  di  Gq/a  Bwt^cmpe^ni^  and  is  on}y  open  once  a  week^  on 
a  Saturday  in  the  forenoon.  It  confifts  of  two  buildings,  feparated  by 
the  garden.  Dominichino  was  the  builder  of  the  principal  edifice  :  for 
this  artift  was  not  only  a  great  painter,  bot  alfo  an  excellent  architeS* 
The  Bacden  i:$  a  fine  oa^^;  though,  like  mod  of  the  Italian  gardens,  it 
is  chiefly  planted  with  evergreens :  which,  Iti  general,  have  not  that 
charader  of  lovelinefs  that  is  fo  deliglxtful  in  the  foliage  of  other  trees. 

The  Italians  appear  as  if  they  build  only  for  fummer^  and  plant  only 
forwinter*  ki the  fainter  their  houfes  are  cold,  and  their  gardens  are 
green. 

The  LudoviJ  gard<n:i  is  full  of  beautiful  laurel,  of  Vibumum-lMuruS'- 
^Tbyims^  which  is  now  ia  ftrtl  bloom,  of  the4ine  Italian  piae,  the  f^U 
ittis  Pmm  of  Linnams,  which  grows  in  the  form  of  an  umbrella,  and  is 
ib:o6fiaicen  in  the  landfeapes  of  Hackaett,  of  the  prickly  oal;,  aad  of 
thekfge'cypKis;  Whitfhy  w^ere  it  fufijbred  to  have  itsfiree growth, would, 
FikealLiil^iigam  tladurc,  haviit-s^pocoKar  beauties^  Immediately  fiicing 
ibe  piineif  2d  building,  there  are  two  fine  large  wild  aih  ^rees« 

This  villa  contains  fotne  eitceUent  antiqpes.:  among  others,  a  re* 
pofihg  Mars,  ak^0i«/ay^  With  a  litt4e  cajoling^  Cupid  between  his  legs.* 
his  evident  that  ahother  fistui  belofiged  to  thegroiip ;  which  ooi^eo^ 
cure  fuppofes  to  have  been  Venus.  Others  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  a 
diatUi  of  Jsifoil ;  andthat'tHf  figure  that  is  Wftnting  is  ft  Medea. 

A  Faun,  with  the  J^tinx^  or  liiort  flute  of  reeds,  is  very  beautiful. 

A  Mercury  is  not  Without  its  excelleface ;  bat  is  not  Hght  enough^ 
for  Ae  meflenger  of  the  gods. 

Oppofite 
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Oppofite  to  this  ftands  a  BaccW ;  of  which  the  thigh,  and  torjo^  ot 
body,  from  the  neck  to  the  hip,  are  Inimttafcle  for  f^ftnefs  and  beauty : 
a3l  the  refft  of  the  iigiire  has  beed  added^  by  an  unflulfiil.hand.  \ 

A  large  Venus  here  is  affirmed,  from  the  tcftimony  of  coins,  to  be  ^ 
copy  of  the  famous  Venus  of  Praxiteles ;  as  wbr^pjped  in  Grdcloe. 
But  how  inferior  muft  this  copy  be  to  the  celebrated  original !  ^ 

Two  groups  deferve  partidilar  attention:  one  of  them  is  caUed,i^a- 
pirius  and  his  mother.  You  recoiled  there  was  aPi^iriiis  who  todk 
his  fon,  a  boy  of  fourteen,  wiA  hnri  to  the  Senate  j  that  his  mother  ^uef^ 
tioned  him^  concerning  what  the  Senate  was  tranfading ;  and-thftt  th^ 
boy  made  her  believe  that  this  aflembly  was  diicuffing,  whether  it  wer* 
better  fot  a  man  to  have  two  wives,  or  a  woman  two  hufbands/ '-' 

Others  fay  this  group' reprefents  Phaedra  and  riippolytuSs'r '4>ttti 
though  the  female  figure  is  full  of  tendernefs,  it  is  without  pailicit^ 
The  moft  probable  conjedure  is  that  the  great  fculptor  intemle^  to  re^ 
prefent  the  difcovery  of  Oreftes  acid  Eledra.  The  name  of  the  artift 
is  under  the  group:  Mf r'gActor 2wf e»r»  fta^^Tn^  eroieu  This^istht 
work  of  Menelaus,  the  fcholar  of ' Stephahus.  It  is  a  group*  of  hlj|ft 
beauty  ;  particularly  the  tender  countenance  of  the  female  figure. 
'  The  famous  Partus  and  Arria  compofe  an  excellent  group.  She  h 
finking  in  death,  he  fupporting  her  with  the  left  arm,  arid  with  the 
right  piercing  himfelf  with  a  fwbrd.  ^But  he  is  naked  ;  and  flie  is  not 
in  the  Roman  collume  :  neither  have  they  their  hair  after  the  Romad 
manner,  nof  have  they  the  countenances  of  Romans. 

To  this  may  be  added  that  the  artift,  if  he  meant  to  tell  the  ftory  of 
Paetus  and  Arria,  did  not  choofe  the  proper  point  of  time.  He  ii^ouUl 
have  taken*  the  moment  when  the  heroine,  drawing  the  dagger  bleeding 
from  her  bofdm,  and  looking  with  inexpreffible  affe^ion  at  her  huiband, 
faid  to  him,  prefenting  the  weapon,  PaU^  non  dol^t  t  Psetus,  it  pains 
not !  .The  more  feeble  Paetus  fhould  not  have  been  ihewn  as  fup- 
poirting  her.  The  ftory  thus  told  does  not  contradiiSk  hiftorical  pro- 
bability ;  but  is  injurious  tO  moral  efie^.  Perhaps  the  fculptor  \n^ 
I  tended 
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tended  ^0  reprtfent  fome  Gcriii^,.GalIk,'©r  Thraeiaii,  General ;  wjio,^ 
being  a  p^fifoi^er  to'^tte  Romany  kUlqd  .firfl^bis  wife  and  then  himfelf^ 
to  efcape.  being  led  in  triumph  by  the  yi^or.  ;  This  tragical  fubjedl  b 
treated  with  the  true  Greek  teijdernefs  of  fenfibility.  As  the  finking^ 
wqiiiai)  declines,  the  wound  is  covered  with  drapery ;  fo  that  it  is  only 
known  by  a  few  trickling  drops  of  blood.  ,    ^ 

. .  Jn'  this  chapaber  there  is.  the  Rape  of  Profcrpine,  by  BerninL  The 
yiQinity  pf  tl)e;  anti^t^os.^njure^  this  performance;  the  failings  of  which 
iould  not  indeed,  without  them,*  eicapc  the  eye.  In  which  of  the 
-wf^rjift  of  Bernini  are  there  not  great  faults  ?  Yet  his  figures  have  often 
a:^phianimation.  Many  of  his  fcholars  imitate  his  excefltes, .  without 
pofTeffing  his  talents ;  and  pxodiff^e  works  that  offend  the  eye,  without 
a^£tingthe  feelings.  .  They  aiiilake  the.  unnatural  ^or  the  daring. 
Tb^  French,  both  formerly  and.  2^  pre&nt,  do  not  only  adopt  but  ad- 
juice,  thefedefeds.  .  . 

In  another  building,  which  is  erei^ed  in  ^he  garden^  there  is  a  ciel-* 
^ng,^ ainted  by  Guercino.  The  fubjeft  is  Aurora  forfaking  pld  Tithor 
aii^  ^nd  journeying  lin  her  chariot.  The  dancing  Hours  precede  her  : 
behind  her  Hefper,  with  his  torch,  ilill  twinkles;  and  the  flars  difap- 
pear,  at  the  approach  of  the  Hours.  Sleeping  Night  is  feen,  in  a  caye ; 
and,  on  the  other  (ide,  little  Genii  are  awakening  the  birds  on  the  buihes. 
To  this  picture  that  blame  i&dae  in-  my  opinion,  for  t)ie  darknefs  of  the 
fhades,  which  is  generally  attrijjuted  to  Guercino.  This  great  Painter 
fhould  have  chofen  any  fubjeift  rather  than  that  of  Aurora.  The  god- 
defs  herfelf  is  not  beautiful ;  nor  is  her  chariot  light :  and  yet^  like  all 
the  piftutes  pf  this  great  maRer,  it  is  on  the  whole  a  work  of  genius. 

In  another  chamber,  there  are  four  landfcapes :  one  by  Guido,  a 
Tecond  by  G^wijcino,  and  two  others;  by  Dominichino.  In  the  time  of 
thefe  great  hiftory  painters,  the  art^of  landfcape  wasilill  in  its  infancy : 
yet  thefe  are  lovely  pidurcs,  and  fiill  of  mind. 

There  is  an  2iXX^\^Xi\,  farcopbagus^  in  the  garden,  on  which  a  half  bar- 
barqus  infcriptio^i  may  be  read,  that  muft  have  been  either  of  the  fifth 
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century  or  of  a  ftill  later  age.  The  ftatues  of  the  man  and  the  woman 
He  upon  the  monument,  as  if  they  were  in  bed.  The  bajfo  relievo  rc- 
prefents  their  nuptials,  knd  their  friends  prefcnting  gifts. 

In  apother  part  of  the  garden,  they  have  injudicioufly  placed  a  Sile- 
nus  recumbent  upon  ^farcophagus.  This  Silenus  is  repofing  on  a  tun ; 
and  the  charader  of  the  half  intoxicated  wretched  4)leafure  of  fuch  re- 
pofe  is  aftonifhingly  well  expreffed. 

From  hence  we  went  to  the  theatre  of  Marcellus.  It  was  begun  )yf 
Julius  Csefar,  finifhed  by  Auguftus ;  and,  in  honour  of  his  nephew, 
young  Marcellus,  who  died  while  it  was  building,  he  called  it  Iby  his 
name.  This  is  the  very  youthful  Marcellus  whom  Virgil  has  made  ib 
interefting  to  us,  in  the  beautiful  paflage  which  concludes  with  Tu 
Marcellus  eris  *. 

This  theatre  contained  thirty  thoufand  fpcifiators ;  and  it  is  emBel- 
lifhed  by  the  four  orders  of  architedure.  In  the  middle  ages,  when  the 
Roman  nobility  frequently  defied  the  bulls  of  the  Pope,  before  wdich 
the  kings  of  Europe  grovelled  in  the  duft,  this  theatre  of  Marcellus 
ferved  as  an  excellent  kind  uf  furtrefs  to  a  family  of  eminence.  The 
lower  half  only  is  now  remaining,  contsdning  two  rows  of  arches :  the 
loweft  of  which  is  ornamented  with  Doric  pillars,  and  the  upper  with 
Ionic.  ' 

Not  far  from  this  is  the  great  Portico,  which  Auguftus  ere&ed  to  the 
honour  of  his  fitter,  0£tavia,  the  mother  of  the  young  Marcellus.  It 
ftands  upon  two  rows  of  pillars,  which  occupy  three  fides  of  a  great 
fquare  ;  and  the  fourth  fide  is  the  temple  oi Hercules  Mufagetes^  or  the 
leader  of  the  Mufes.  In  the  middle  of  this  fquare  were  temples  of 
Jupiter  ahid  Jutio ;  and  the  cbloiTal  ftatties  of  Cattor  and  Pollux,  in 
marble^  which  now  face  the  Capitol.  Of  the  portico  there  are  -but  a 
few  pillars  \  and  of  the  temple  of  Juno  only  one  is  reniaining. 

•  Virg.  ^n^Ti.  870, 

Vot.  L  Uu  .    LET- 
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I 


LETTER    XLVIII. 

Rome,  3d  Januasy  179s. 

N  the  forenoon  of  the  firft  day  of  the  year,  wc  vifited  the 
Capitol.  Here  we  find  only  traces  of  the  high  antiquity  of  this  pro- 
per feat  of  the  fovereigns  of  the  world :  but  fuch  traces !  who  fliall 
defcribe  them  ? 

If  we  may  believe  the  poets,  this  place  was  honoured  in  times  the 
moft  remote.  And  who  does  not  know  that  much  of  the  true  hiftory 
of  antient  times,  and  nations,  is  concealed  under  the  veil  of  fable  I  It  is 
?x:peedingly  probable  that  a  Janus  reigned,  in  Italy ;  and  beforp  him  a 
Satumus.  The  hill  Jankulus  might  take  its  name  from  the  firft  ;  and 
Saturnius^  that  on  which  the  Capitol  ftands,  from  the  fecond.  On  the 
one,  Saturn  may  have  built  a  fortrefs  j  on  the  other  Janus.  VirgiF. 
makes  Evander  fpeak  thus  to  -^neas : 

Hac  duo  praterea  disjeBis  opfida  murif, 
Relliquias  vcterumque  vides  monumenta  virorum. 
Hanc  Janus patery  hanc  Saturnus  condidit  arcemt 
JnniculumhuiciiUifuiratSaturnia  mmen. 

^N.  viiL355 — 58.. 

Then  faw  two  heaps  of  ruins ;  once  they  ft6od' 
Two  (lately  towns^  on  either  fide  the  flood. 
Satumia's  and  Janicula's  remains  : 
And  either  place  the  founder's  name  retains. 

Drtdbn,  v.  457. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans,  like  the  prefent  Italians,  .were  perhaps  the 
moft  agreeably  flattered,  by  other  nations,  when  they  were  told  of 
their  great  antiquity.  It  was  very  artful  of  Virgil,  in  the  -^neid,  a 
hiftorical  poem  of  his  own  country,  the  hero  of  which  lived  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  before  the  founding  of  Home,  to  defcribe  the  walls> 
of  thefe  old  fortifications  as  in  ruins;  which,  in  the  great  hiftorical 
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pidure  of  the  poet,  while  the  darknefs  of  antiquity  Is  glanced  at  but 
not  expatiated  upon,  does  not  fail  of  its  effedt. 

In  the  time  of  Romulus,  the  guard  of  the  Capitol  was  intruded  to  the 
daughter  of  Spurius  Tarpfcius.  She  treacheroufly  fuffered  the  Sabines 
to  enter  it ;  and  the  Sabines  themfelves,  being  afliamed  of  the  adion, 
put  her  to  death  :  from  which  the  hill  obtained  the  name  of  Mons  Tar^ 
peius^:  the  Tarpeian  rock. 

.  After  Romulus  had  defeated  the  Caninenfesy  who  befieged  Rome, 
had  flain  theu:  king  with  his  own  hand,  and  had  taken  the  town  of  this 
people  by  aflault,  he  bore  the  armour  of  the  dead  king  upon  a  capacioua 
pageant  bier,  fcrculum  f ,  to  this  hill ;  and  made  a  vow  to  yupitcr 
Ferctriusy  to  build  a  temple  here  ;  which  he  afterward  ere£ied.  Fol- 
lowing kings,  in  imitation  of  Romulus,  built  temples  on  this  hill  to  fe* 
veral  divinities. 

The  elder  Tarquin  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter ;  in 
compliance  with  a  vow  which  he  made  in  his  war  againft  the  Sabines  j 
and  the  laft  Tarquin  completed  the  building.  Being  ivt  want  of  room, 
he  intended  to  remove  the  other  temples ;  and  confulted  the  augurs, 
that  he  might  learn  the  will  of  the  Gods.  Permiffion  was  granted  him 
by  all  of  them,  except  by  Terminus j  the  God  of  boundaries ;  and 
Juvcntusy  the  Goddefs  of  youth ;  who  refufed.  Roman  patriotifm 
early  gave  it  to  be  underftood  that  the  grandeur  of  the  city  depended 
on  its  flourifliing  in  immovable  liability,  and  eternal  youth,  Traditioa 
related  that,  on  digging  in  the  earth,  the  head  of  a  man  was  found, 
with  the  coulitenance  entire  :  which  gave  birth  to  the  Roman  and 
Etrurian  predi<f^ion  that  Rome  was  to  be  the  head  of  all  nations  %. 

The 

•  Liv.  lib.  i.  c.  1 1.  +  Liv.  i.  lo. 

X  The  paflage,  in  which  Virgil  relates  the  facred  awe,  at  the  vicinity  of  the  Gods, 
wi(h  which  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the  place  were  fcized,  is  very  beautiful.    While 
jEneas  was  led  round  it  by  Evander,  the  poet  fays: 
Hinc  ad  Tarpeiam  Jedem  et  Capito/ia  ducit^ 
Aurea  nunCf  olim  fjlviftrtbus  borrida  dumU. 

U  u  a  Jam 
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The  Tarpeian  rock  obtained  the  epithet  Capiteliumy  from  the  Latin 
caputs  a  head  ;  and  Jupiter  who  was  worfhipped  there,  that  of  Capi^ 
t^iinus.  To  him  victors  brought  the  fpoils  of  nations,  and  Isud  their 
triumphal  laurels  at  his  feet.  From  the  Roman  Forum  you  afcend  a 
flight  of  a  hundred  fteps,  to  this  temple  j  which  was  built  exaft\y 
bppofite  to  the  Forum.  Between  thefe  buildings,  the  hill  was  divided 
into  diflferent  terraces.  Above  flood  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus ; 
and  oppofite  weftward,  on  the  fteep  Tarpeian  rock,  the  temple  of  the^ 
Goddefs  JunchMoneta^  where  the  money  was  coined.  It  is  imagined 
that  this  was  the  place  where  the  firft  temple  of  Jupiter  Feretrm 

Jam  turn  religiopavidost err ebatagreftes 

Dirm  lociyjam  turn  fylvam  faxumque  tremebant. 

Hoc  nemusy  huncy  inquityfrondofi  vertice  coUem 

(^is  Deusy  incerium  eft)  habitat  Deus :  Arcades  ipfum 

Credunt  fe  vidlffk  Jovem^  quumfape  nigrantem 

JEgida  concuteret  dextroy  nimbofqui  cieretk 

Thence,  to  the  fteep  Tarpeian  rock  he  leads ;. 

Now  roof 'd  with  gold;  then  thatch'd  with  homely  reeds.. 

A  rev'rend  fear  (fuch  fuperftition  reigns 

Among  the  rude)  ev'n  then  poflefsM  the  fwains. 

Some  god  they  knew,  what  god  they  could  not  tell. 

Did  there  amidft  the  facred  horror  dwell. 

Th'  Arcadians  thought  him  Jove  \  and  faid  they  faw 

The  mighty  Thund'rer  with  majeftick  awe ; 

Who  (hook  his  ihield,  and  dealt  his  bolts  around  y 

And  fcatter'd  tempefts  on  the  teeming  ground. 

Drtden/v.  457i 

*  I  a(k  permiffion  of  my  young  readers  to  call  their  attention  to  the  t)cauty  of  thefe 
yerfes  \  particularly  to  the  following  line : 

Jam  turn  religio  pavid5s  teirebat  Sgrefl^* 

How  powerful  between  the  foregoing  two  long  and  the  two  followingihort  fyllablcs, 
is  the  choriambic  religio  !  How  full  of  expreffion  ihtpavidos  I  Da  we  not  fee  the  Area* 
dians  running  ?  Do  we  not  fee  them  fail  back,  with  awe>  at  the  three  long  fyllables — dcs 
terre  ?  The  two  following  fliort  ones  appear  to  relieve  them,  for  an  inftant  j  but  they  are 
again  repelled,  by  the  two  long  fyllables  that  fuccee4. 

9.  ftood*. 
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f:ood.     The  chapels  of  terminus  aod  Juventus  flood  likewife  near  the 
Ijemple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus. 

.  The  Curia^  in  which  the  Senate  were  accuftoiped  to  affemble,  ftood 
pn  th-e  fecond  terra?e.     Here  the  tabularia^  or  archives,  were  kept. 

On  the  third  terrace,  the  temple  of  the  Thunderer,  and  that  of  Con* 
cord,  the  firft  built  by  Auguftus,  the  fecond  by  Camillus,  were  eredted. 
Below  thefe  the  Forum  ftood. 

The  numerous  changes  that  have  happened  in  Rome,  have  every 
where  altered  the  face  of  the  ground ;  and  particularly  on  the  hills. 
The  foundation  of  the  temple  of  Concord  is  laid  bare,  to  the  height  of 
fome  ells ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  fo  much  rubbifh  has  been  colledled, 
round  the  three  remaining  pillars  of  yupiter  Tonans^  that  only  the 
fliaft  of  one  of  thefe  pillars,  as  much  as  the  length  of  the  chapiter,  is  to 
be  feen.  Of  the  triumphal  arch  of  Septimius  Severus,  which  ftands 
immediately  before  the  Capitol,  in  the  Forum^  nearly  one  half  is  buried 
under  the  ruins.  A  Swede,  fome  years  ago,  digging  in  the  Forum^  firft 
found  the  pavement  of  white  marble  ;  after  having  dug  to  the  depth  of 
thirty  palms,  or  fpans* 

The  wall,  which' formerly  furrounded  the  Capitol,  was  very  high  ; 
for  it  reached  from  the  Forum  to  the  level  of  the  temple  of  Concord. 

We  did  not  this  time  proceed  by  the  triumphal  way,  but  on  the  op- 
pofite  northern  fide ;  on  which  the  fa9ade  of  the  new  Capitol  is  ereded. 

Very  handfome  fteps  lead  up  this  fide.  Below,  at  each  wing,  are 
fions,  of  the  Egyptian  bafaltes,  which  eje<St  water  ifrom  their  mouths.  • 

On  the  left,  there  is  the  lower  part  of  a  female  figure;  of  porphyry, . 
the  drapery  of  which  is  excellently  wrought.     On  the  two  wings,. 
above,  are  the  colofTal  ftatues  of  Caftor  and  Pollux ;  each  of  them  hold- 
ing a  horfe.     Along  with  them  are  the  war  fpoils  of  Trajan,  which  he 
took  from  the  Daci ;  with  other  ornaments  colledted  from  various  parts, 
by  feveral  of  the  iPopes,.and  placed  here. 

In  the  centre  of  the  great  place,  before  the  Capitol,  which  is  a  per- 
fed  fquare,  there  is  a  noble  coloflal  flatue  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Ante- 
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nius,  on  horfeback,  of  gilded  bronze.  The  attitude  of  the  Emperor  i? 
the  fame  that  I  have  feen  on  a  baflb  relievo ;  in  which  he  ftretches 
out  his  right  hand,  and  grants  peace  to  the  kneeling  chiefs  of  the 
Quadi,  and  Marcomanni,  whom  he  had  conquered.  The  horfe  is  full 
of  animation  and  beauty.  Recorda  ti  cbefti  vivoy  e  cammina  I  Remem- 
ber that  thou  liv'ft,  and  begone !  exclaimed  Michael  Angelo.  This 
ftatue  had  formerly  flood  facing  the  temple  of  M.  Aurelius  Anto« 
ninus  and  Fauftina.  It  was  found,  in  the  time  of  Sextus  the  Fourth, 
in  a  vineyard  ;  and  he  ereded  it  in  the  fquare  of  Lateran.  Paul  the 
Third  placed  it  here  ;  and  the  marble  pedeftal  is  the  work  of  Michael 
Angelo. 

The  principal  building  of  the  modern  Capitol  is  the  palace  of  the 
fenators  *.  It  was  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  antient  Curia ;  the  walls 
of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  A  flight  of  fteps,  embellifhed  with  a 
beautiful  fountain,  leads  to  the  firft  lofty  ftory.  In  the  middle  is  a 
Rome  triumphant :  Roma  triumpbans  :  of  Parian  marble,  faced  with 
porphyry  ;  and  on  each  fide,  a  coloflal  River  God  t  the  Nile  and  the 

*  Full  of  the  idea  of  their  former  grandeur  and  frccdcm,  and.  mtKout  aflcing  leave  of 
Popes  or  of  Emperors,  the  Roman  people  long  maintained  the  right  of  ele£ting  a  fenator, 
whom  they  called  the  con/ervafore :  it  being  his  office  to  guard  their  privileges.  Sovereigfl 
princes,  even  kings  of  Naples,  have  not  difdained  this  dignity.  This  was  ^n  abufe ;  but 
not  fo  great  as  that  which  was  afterward  committed,  when  the  office  was  granted  to  the 
Popes  themfelves,  to  guard  againft  whofe  po^er  it  was  firft  inftituted.  It  came  to  be 
^ofleiTed  by  feveral  of  the  defcendants  of  the  families  of  Orfini  and  Colonna ;  and,  as 
fevcral  of  the  Popes  were  ele^cd  from  thcfe  families,  the  proper  importance  of  this  office 
was  rclinquifhed,  to  increafe  the  power  of  the  papal  chair.  After  the  extirpation  of  the 
long  fchifm,  which  had  baniflied  the  Popes  to  Avignon,  when  they  returned  to  Rome, 
they  took  care  to  reduce  this  to  an  infignificant  office ;  which,  at  firft,  had  refembled  that 
of  the  antient  Tribunes.  It  is  true  indeed  that  a  fenator  of  Rome  inhabits  the  palace  of 
the  Capitol ;  but  he  is  defied,  by  the  Pope.  Heis  the  chief  of  a  municipal  council  j  which 
confiftsof  three  confervatoriy  and  a  deputy  of  the  city.  The  Pope  appoints  Italian,  but 
not  Roman  noblemen  to  this  office.  Jealous  of  the  Roman  nobility,  the  Popes  have  de- 
creed that  this  fenator  (hall  not  be  a  citizen.  The  dignity  is  at  prefent  enjoyed  by  Prince 
Rezonico. 

Tiber. 
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Tiber.  In  this  palace  the  fenator  lives,  hero  holds  his  tribunal,  and, 
every  three  years  diftributes  prizes  to  the  young  artifts  ;  who  excel  in 
painting,  fciilpture,  or  architedure. 

On  the  right  of  this  ftrudiure  is  the  famous,  mufeum  of  the  Capitol, 
which  I  have  not  yet  feen  ;  and,  on  the  left,  the  palace  of  the  confer- 
vatorij  in  which  liiey  hold  their  aflemblies.  It  is  adorned  with  many  an- 
tique ftatues.  In  the  court,  there  are  two  coloflal  heads,  and  two  coloflal 
feet ;  and,  much  more  remarkable  than  thefe,  there  is  the  marble  group 
of  a  lion  having  thrown  down  a  horfe,  and  beginning  ta  devour  him. 
It  is  indubitably  the  work  of  a  Greek  artift.  The  feet  of  the  horfe 
have  been  repsdred,  by  a  modern  ;  who  did  not  think  proper  to  let  the 
hoofs  go  without  fhoeing* 

Frederick  the  Fourth,  king  of  Denmark,.xaufed  a  bronze  caft  of  this 
group  to  be  made ;  which  is  the  fined  piece  of  art  that  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Rofenburg  garden  of  Copenhagen.  In  a  colonnade  of  the  court 
are  the  ftatues  of  Csefar  and  Auguftus.  Here  we  fee  the  Columna 
Rofiratn ;  which  was  ereded  by  C  Duilius,  in  the  Forunu  Duiliu« 
led  the  Roman  galleys,  in  the  firft  Funic  war,  againft  the  enemy  ;  and 
boldly  fliewed  the  way  to  conquer  the  {kilful  navigators  of  Carthaga 
It  is- probable  that  this  Columna  Rqftrata  is  not  the  antient  one  ;  but  that 
which  was  ordered. to  be  made  in  imitation  orf  it,  by  Qaudius. 

Before  the  palace  is  an. antique  ftatue  of  Rome  triumphant,  by  the 
•  fide  of  which  there  are  likawife  two  antique  ftatues  of  Thracian  Kings: 
one  of  which  haS'loft  the  arms,  and  the  other  the  hands.  Perhaps  forae 
.writer  will  tell  us  that  a  Roman  Emperor,  after  having  repeatedly  cont 
queredr^ thefe  people,  :being  weary  of. the  war,  took  the  cruel  determiria- 
tion  thus  to  mangle  the  imprifoned  kings  and  leaders,.and  fend  them 
back  to  their  own  country. 

I;omit  to 'mention  feveral  ftatnes,  fome  bajp  r^/;Vw,  and  the  pidures ; 
with  which  the  walls  are  ifl  part  adorned,  in  part  disfigured.  I  lilcewife  paf« 
.the  modern  ftatues  of  Popes,  and  proceed  to  a  chamber,  there  to  contem* 
pjiate  the  huftof  Luciu$J^nius  Brutus^  which  was  dedicated  by  Mar- 
cus . 
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cus  Jumtis  Brutus^  The  DtliTcrer,  to  The  I)eHverer,  his  anoeftbr.  It  was 
found  under  the  rains  of  the  temple  of  Romulus.  It  appears  to  be  the 
work  of  an  Etrurian,  but  a  fkilful  hand  ;  and  to  be  more  antient  than  the 
time  of  Marcus  Brutus.  The  head  is  ferious,  powerful,  noble.  It  is 
eitlier  really  the  head  of  that  great  man,  or  has  been  imagined  with 
admirable  genius.  I  am  inclined  to  the  fii"ft  opinion  :  for  the  Etrurians 
had  certainly  attained  great  excellence,  in  the  art  of  fculpture,  at  the 
time  of  the  lad  of  the  kings  of  Rome  ;  and  perhaps  none  but  a  Greek 
could  have  produced  an  ideal  head  equal  to  this» 
•  In  the  middle  of  the  chamber  is  the  celebrated  She  Wolf,  of  bronze, 
which  was  ftruck  by  lightning  in  die  confulfliip  of  Cefar.  The 
perceptible  damage  of  the  hind  foot  fhews  marks  of  the  lightning.  She 
gives  fuck  to  the  twin  children^  Romulus  and  Remus  ;  but  they  are  of 
modern  and  poor  workmanfliip.  The  wolf  was  fomid  in  the  temple 
of  Romulus,  and  placed  here  by  Sixtus  the  Fourth. 

In  this  place,  likewife,  is  the  (hepherd,  of  bronze,  drawing  the  thorn 
out  of  his  foot :  for  which  reafon  the  ftatue  is  called  Spinarius^  It  ia 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  of  the  works  of  art  that  have  defcended  to 
modern  times. 

In  another  chamber,  the  walls  have  been  decorated  with  many  frag- 
ments of  the  coTi{\i\2s  fajii.  The  characters  are  finely  cut,  in  white 
marble.  Were  they  complete,  what  a  treafure  would  they  be,  for  the 
Roman  Hiftorian  !  As  fragments,  they  ftill  are' valuable. 

Over  the  door  is  a  fine  baffo  relievo ;  which  is  cdled  the  head  of 
Mithridates,  but  which  Mr.  Hirt  is  perfuaded  is  the  head  of  Heftor. 
I  cannot  but  own  that,  to  me,  there  appears  more  of  the  high  charader 
of  that  hero  than  of  the  bold  but' cunning  Mithridates^  difcoverable  in 
this  piece. 

Here  we  likewife  find  an  antique  ftatue  of  Cybele^  with  her  mural 
crown ;  a  perfonification  which  is  tare.  Virgil  calls  her  Turrita : 
Turret- crowned. 

A  coloffal  Hercules,  which  was  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  Forum 

Boarium^ 
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Boarinm^  or  Cattle  Market,  is  not  remarkably  beautiful.  You  muft  not 
confound  this  Forum  with  the  Eorum  Romanum ;  although  the  latter  is 
now  called  the  Cow  Field.  Perhaps  it  was  placed .  in  the  cattle  mar- 
ket in  allufion  to  the  cattle  laid  to  have  been  driven,  by  Hercules,  from 
Spain  to  Greece.  The  ftatue  is  gilded ;  and  the  gilding  is  in  extraor- 
dinarily  good  prefervation. 

Thefe  monuments  of  antient  genius,  and  of  times  long  paft,  are  cer- 
tainly very  interefting  to  the  lovers  of  art  and  antiquity :  but  ftill  more 
interefting  to  me  are  the  places  themfelves  j  and  the  ruins  derive  a  great 
part  of  their  value  by  denoting  the  place* 

There,  repeatedly  faid  I  to  myfelf,  looking  on  the  Mount  Palatine, 
there  muft  the  good  Evander  have  lived.  There  he  led  the  pious 
j£neas  into  his  low-roofed  hut,  when  Virgil  makes  him  fo  beautifully 
fay 

I       ■  ■    H^tc  Imina  viff^  .  * . 

Alcidesfubiitfbac  ilium. regia  ceptU 
Aude  hofpesy  contemmre  opes^  et  te  quoque  dignum 
Finge  Deo,  r^Jque  vini  non  ^per  egems  ! 

<^N.  viii.  362—55. 

Mean  as  it  1S9  this  palace  and  this  door 
'Received  Alcides,  then  a  conquero? . 
Dare  to  be  poor  :  accept  our  homely  food^ 
Which  feaftcd  hiaii  and  emulate  a  God ! 

Drtpen,v.477» 

Here  Numadrayed :  here  Servius  TuUius,  the  elder  and  the  younger 
Brutus,  the  Valerii,  the  Fabii,  the  Scipio?,  the  Catos»  Cicero,  and  all 
the  great  men  of  Rome.  Here  the  fword  of  Brennus  kept  down  the 
fcale ;  when,  as  Livy  fays^  gods  and  men  forbad  that  the  freedom  .of 
Rome  (hould  be  purchafed*.  Camillus  arrived  with  aid,  commanded 
the  fcales  to  be  emptied  of  the  gold,  and  the  Gauls  to^depart. 

We  now  afcended  the  higheft  hill,  on  which  the  temple  of  Jupiter 

Vol.  !•  X  x  Capitih^ 
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Capltolinus  flood.  It  was  confecrated  to  the  three  deities :  Jupiter,. 
Juno,  and  Minerva.  It  was  divided,  like  many  churches,  by  two  rows 
of  pillars,  that  formed  three  aifles  :  the  centre  of  which  was  confecrated 
to  Jupiter ;  and  the  two  others  to  the  two  goddefles.  There  now 
{lands  a  very  old  church  here,  which  belongs  to  the  Francifcans*  ft  is 
built  after  the  Bafilica  manner  ;  except  that  the  pillars-  have  no  running 
architrave,  and  that  they  fupport  hemifpherical  arches. 

Whether  thcfe  were  the  pillars  that  were  brought  by  Sylla  from 
Athens,  and  that  were  fet  up  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  Capitol,  after  it 
had  been  burned,  is  difficult  to  determine.  Their  chapiters  were  gilded 
with  the  firfl:  gold  that  came  from  America. 

An  antient  tradition  relates  that,  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
Auguftus  erefted  an  altar  to  the  firffi  born  of  the  Gods:  Primo genito 
Deo :  which  was  likewife  called  the  altar  of  Heaven  :  an  altar,  whieh 
was  held  to  be  this,  was  confecrated,  in  early  times,  by  one  of  the 
Popes;  and  muft  be  the  fame  which  is  now  in  a  fide  aifle  of  the  church^ 
It  was  afterward  embellifhed  with  eight  pillars  of  Eaflern  marble. 

On  the  wefl  fide  of  the  hill  is  the  famous  Tarpeian  rock.  Many 
travellers  are  not  fhewn  this  place  :  for  they  are  told  that  the  Tarpeian 
rock,  mentioned  in  hiflory,  is  on  the  eaflern  part  of  the  hill.  Hence 
it  happens  that  we  have  fo  (^ei>been  informed  that  the  antients  exag«» 
gerated  its  height.  But  why  have  they  not  examined  the  place  where 
the  rock  is  now  the  highefl:,  and  almofl  perpendicular  ? 

Here  it  was  that  the  Gauls  afcended  by  night  ;•  but  certainly  not 
without  great  fatigue,  and  probably  by  the  aid  of  the  fhrubs  that  grew 
in  the  crevices  of  the  rock  Here  it  was  that  the  watchful  gecfe,  by 
their  cackling,  awakened  Marcus  Manlius,  who  refided  on  the  rock, 
and  preferved  Rome.  Here  did  that  Manlius,  who  well  deferved  the 
furname  of  Capiiotintis^  with  others,,  whom  he  quickly  roufed  from 
their  fleep,  drive  back  the  Gauls,  and  hurled  them  headlong  down ; 
and  here  too  it  was  that  he  himfelf,  foon  afterward,  being  as  bad  a  citi-- 
zen  as  he  was  a  great  warrior^  delighting  in  flrife  and  infurredion  and 
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feeking  fovereignty,  was  caft  down  from  the  very  rock  on  which  he 
had  faved  Rome*.     He  merited  his  fate  f ! 

Go  the  place  where  the  houfe  of  Manlius  had  flood,  the  mint  and 
temple  of  yuno  Moneta  were  afterward  erefted.  The  epithet  Moncta 
was  given  to  Juno,  as  fable  relates,  becaufe  (he  taught  the  Romans, 
after  an  earthquake,  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  the  Gods,  by  facri  (icing  a 
fow.     Monere  means  to  inftrudt ;  to  remind  %. 

To-day  and  yefterday,  I  have  been  in  company  with  modern  Ro-^ 
mans.  This  morning,  I  was  prefented  to  the  Pope.  This  old  man, 
who  exercifes  his  office  with  fo  much  folemn  dignity,  is  exceedingly 
pleafant,  and  familiar,  in  perfonal  intercourfe.  I  found  him  fitting  at, 
his  writing  delk  :  he  defired  me  to  fit  by  him,  and  converfed  with  me, 
with  animation  and  intelligence,  on  different  fubjeds. 

Pius  the  Sixth  occupies  himfelf  in  the  cabinet,  gets  up  in  winter  be-« 
fore  day-light,  and  performs  the  weighty  duties  of  the  papal  chair  with 
»  knowledge  of  prefent  circumflances,  and  with  a  firm  mind. 

The  difputes,  between  himfelf  and  the  king  of  Naples,  have  been  ad«« 
jufled  by  him  with  great  prudence  j  he  having  preferved,  inflead  of 
renouncing  the  leaft  of,  his  rights.  He  has  conducted  himfelf  in  the 
affairs  of  France  with  equal  wifdom  and  dignity ;  and  has  efcaped  all 
the  fnarcs  that  have  been  laid  for  him,  openly  and  in  fecret,  by  the 
National  AfTembly,  which  might  have  led  him  to  take  fleps  that  would 
have  given  an  appearance  of  juflice  to  their  rapacious  views  §. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  Cardinal  Zelada,  is  properly  the  Prime  Mi^ 
nifter.     He  is  a  man  of  much  underflanding,  and  uncommon  afliduity^ 

♦  Liv.  lib.  V.  c.  47. 

f  Of  this  there  have  been  many  wife  and  virtuous  men  who  have  doubted.  T. 

X  Cic.  de  Div.  i.  45. 

$  I  omit  a  note>  here,  on  the  difputes  at  Rome,  between  the  French  and  the  Italiatu 
fince  the  Revolution,  becaufe  it  relates  nothing  but  what  is  known  ^  and  becaufe,  I  am  forry 
to  add,  various  epithets  are  employed  by  the  author  that  are  highly  unworthy  of  his  libe* 
ral  and  well-informed  mind-   T. 

Xx2  He 
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He  rifes,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  at  four  in  the  mormng;  and  he 
feldom  leaves  the  walls  of  the  Vatican. 

Cardinal  Borgia  is  a  man  of  great  ardour,  intelligence,  and  know* 
ledge.  He  loves  the  learned  ;  and  is  glad  to  fee  them  affemble  round 
him,  at  his  table. 

A  tranflation  of  the  poem  of  the  Argonauts,  by  ApoUonius  Rhodius^ 
is  now  preparing,  by  Cardinal  Frangini.  His  knowledge  of  the  mo* 
dern  Greek,  which  he  fpeaks  with  facility,  was  ferviceable  to  him,  by 
rendering  the  antient  Greek  more  familiar. 

The  Senator,  Prince  Rezonico,  and  a  Count  of  the  fame  family,  un- 
derftand  and  love  German  literature.  I  have  made  an  acquaintance 
with  the  Marchefe  Rangone,  formerly  the  firft  Minifter  of  the  Duke 
of  Modena.  He  likewife  reads  the  German  authors  with  delight ;  and^ 
to  a  noble  character,  adds  extenfive  learning,  and  real  genius. 

You  perceive  that  interefting  men  are  ftill  to  be  found,  among  the 
great.  I  grant  indeed  they  are  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  vq/io.  Moft  of 
the  Principi^  Marcbtfi^  and  titled  nobility,  here,  are  ignorant ;  and  have 
that  arrogance  which  fleeps  in  barren  ignorance,  like  earth  unbroken 
by  the  plough.     But  are  there  no  fuch  men  among  us  ? 

I  am  well  aware  that,  in  Germany,  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  inform 
mation  greater  than  in  Italy ;  but  would  it  not  be  increafed,  were  we, 
who  perhaps  arc  more  inclined  to  do  juftice  to  foreigners  than  any 
other  nation,  to  overcome  our  prejudices  againft  the  Italians  ? — Pre- 
judices,  of  which  many  are  only  grounded  on  our  folly.  There 
are  fubjcdks  enough  to  blame :  ferious  fubjedis ;  demanding  ferioua 
confideration  :  and  fuch  the  love  of  truth  will  not  fufFer  me  to  over- 
look. 

The  education  of  the  daughters  of  the  nobility  is  wretched.  Hence, 
domeftic  happinefs  is  rare.  Domeftic  happinefs  is  a  fource  of  tranquil- 
lity, of  joy,  and  a  prcfervative  againft  vice  ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that 
this  kind  of  happinefs  is  better  underftood,  in  Germany,  than  in  any 
I  other 
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other  country  on  earth.     With  refped  to  myfelf,  I  can  with  inward 
peace  and  delight  affirm,  with  the  good  old  poet,  Walter, 

Und  das  iji  mewer  reifen  frucht^ 
Dofs  mir  gefiiJ/t  die  deutfcbe  zucht  */ 

From  the  bad  education  of  the  women,  domeftic  virtues,  and  with 
them  the  domeftic  happiaefs  of  the  higher  ranks,  are  injured  ;  and  the 
poifon  of  their  vices  flieds  itfelf  among  their  inferiors  :  whofe  paffions,- 
without  this  concomitant,  are  violent  to  excefs.  The  people  of  Rome 
are  rather  led  aftray  and  bewildered  than,  as  fome  would  perfuade  us^ 
addided  to  vice  by  nature.  Where  the  climate  inflames  the  paflions^ 
which  are  neither  rcftrained  by  education  nor  curbed  by  law,  they 
muft  rife  higher,  and  burn  with  greater  excefs,  than  in  other  countries.. 
It  is  dreadful  to  hear  that,  in  Rome,  the  population  of  which  is  efti- 
mated  at  a  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  perfons,  there  are  annu- 
ally about  five  hundred  people  murdered.  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  all 
Germany,  fifty  men  perifli,  by  murder,  within  the  fame  period.  But 
could  this  have  been  faid  of  the  middle  ages  ?  And  yet  bur  natic»  has 
always  maintained  the  beft  reputation  among  nations. 

The  people  of  Rome  cannot  be  juftly  accufed  of  robbery.  A  ftran- 
ger  is  no  where  fafcr  ;  but  is  more  frequently  plundered  in  moft  of  the 
great  cities  of  Europe.  The  Roman  ftabs  his  enemy,  but  does  not 
rob.  Anger  is  his  ftimulus ;  and  this  anger  frequently  lingers  for 
months,  and  fometimes  for  years,  till  it  finds  an  opportunity  of  re- 
venge* This  paffion,  which  is  inconceivable  to  thofe  who  do  not  feel 
it,  this  moft  hateful  of  all  the  paflions,  the  antients  frequently  fuppofed 
to  be  a  virtue ;  and  it  ftill  rages  among  many  of  the  nations  of  the^ 
fbuth.  The  paiEons  of  the  people  of  Rome  are  frequently  roufed,  by 
playing  at  mora  ;  though  the  law  has  fevercly  prohibited  this  game  ; 
arid,  if  they  are  di&ppointed  at  the  moment  of  their  revenge,  they  wait 

♦  By  travel  taught,  I  can  atteft, 
I  love  my  native  land  the  bcffcw 
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for  a  future  occafion.  Jealoufy  is  another  frequent  caufe  of  murder-: 
it  being  with  them  an  imaginary  duty  to  revenge  the  feduftion  of  their 
wife,  their  daughter,  or  their  fifter,  on  the  feducer.  The  catholic  reli-» 
gion,  ill  underftood,  encourages  the  pradkice :  the  people  being  per- 
fuaded  that,  by  the  performance  of  trifling  ceremonies,  and  theinfli<9:- 
ing  of  penance,  they  can  wafh  away  the  guilt  of  blood. 

All  the  affiduity  of  the  prefent  Pope  is  not  fufficient  to  reform  the 
police  J  the  faults  of  which  originate  in  the  conftitution  of  Rome. 
Many  churches  afford  a  fanduary  to  the  purfued  culprit.  Foreign  am- 
balTadors,  likewife,  yield  proteilion  ;  which  extends  not  only  to  their 
palaces  but  to  whole  quarters  of  the  city,  into  which  the  officers  of 
juftice  dare  not  purfue  oflTenders.  The  ambafladors,  it  Is  true,  are 
obliged  to  maintain  a  guard :  but  who  is  ignorant  of  the  mifchief 
arifing  from  complicated  jurifdi£kion  ?  Many  Cardinals  feek  to  derive 
honour,  by  affording  protection  to  purfued  criminals.  Could  we 
find  all  thefe  abufes  colledted  in  any  other  great  city,  many  men  would 
be  murdered,  though  not  fo  many  as  in  Rome ;  but  robbery  would  be 
dreadfully  increafed,  which  here  is  unknown. 

Were  I  to  live  in  a  foreign  country,  and  condemned  to  fpend  my 
life  in  a  great  city,  it  is  probable  there  is  no  place  I  fhould  prefer  to 
Rome.  In  no  place  is  the  fafhionable  world  fofree  from  reflraint.  You 
may  daily  be  prefent  at  the  converfa%ioni ;  and  go  from  one  to  another. 
Numerous  focieties,  in  fpacious  apartments,  are  continually  to  be  found ; 
and  the  vifitor  is  always  received  with  the  moft  prepofl^efling  politenefs. 
The  intercourfe  of  fociety  is  no  where  fo  free  as  here  :  you  may  neg- 
It a  your  vifits  for  weeks  or  months,  and  undifhirbed  indulge  your  own ' 
humour.  You  may  return  again,  after  an  abfence  of  weeks  or  months^ 
without  being  once  queflioned,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  difpofed  of  your  time. 

Do  not  from  this  accufe  the  Roman  nobility,  more  than  any  other  peo- 
ple of  fafhion,  of  a  want  of  perfonal  aJSedion  :  the  apathy  of  the  great 
.world  is  every  where  the  fame.     The  abfcnce  or  the  death  of  any  man 
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w  In  no  country  felt  in  fafliionablc  fociety :  but  every  where,  except  in 
Italy,  it  arrogates  to  itfelf  an  infupportable  tyranny,  over  each  of  its 
.  afTociates. 
.  In  the  great  cities  of  Cxermany,  we  talk  of  being  focial :  but  what 
can  be  more  unfocial  than  a  company  of  men,  who  fit  down  to  a  filent 
€ar<i  party ^  The  animatioaof  the  Italians  obviates  the  degrading  necei^ 
fity  of  fuch  parties.  In  company,  they  play  very  little ;  but  they  con- 
verfe  with  fire :  and,  notwithflanding  their  rapidity,  many  Italians  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  excellently. 

A  fenfeof  the  aatient  grandeur  of  Rome  is  not  yet  quite  loft,  to  the 
people.  When  the  Queen  of  Naples  was  laft  here,  and  at  the  theatre, 
Ihe  was  received  with  great  applaufe.  Self-forbearance  induced  her  to 
make  figns  to  the  peopk  to  ceafe  their  loud  clapping,. and  their  fhouts 
ef  welcome.  The  people  took  this  very  ill ;  and,  the  next  day,  a  per- 
ibn  of  my  acquaintance  heard  one  orange  woman  fay  to  another,  *'  Did 
you  hear  how  the  foreign  Queen  defpifed  our  people,  laft  night  ?  She 
muft  furely  have  forgotten  that  many  queens,  before  now,,  have  beea 
brougjit  in  chains  to  Rome." 


LETTER    XLIX. 

Romci  7  th  January  1792^ 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  4th,  I  indulged  my  imagination  in 
contemplating  antient  Rome  ;  and  viewed  many  mofl  interefting  mo- 
numents ;  of  which,  however  imperfect  mydefcription  muft  inevita- 
bly be,  I  will  endeavour  to  fay  fomething. 

W«  began  with, a  piece  of  ruins  of  the  middle  ages;  the  hiftqry  of 
which  is  fingular*  It  is  a  large  remainder  of  the  palace  of  Nicola  Ga- 
brinodiXorenzo;  commonly  calledL,  Cola  di  Ricnzo:  who,  in  the 
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fourteenth  century,  reigned  a  fhort  time,  under  the  title  oF  a  Roman 
Tribune.  This  man  was  of  low  birth,  but  high  minded.  By  Kad-» 
ing  of  the  antients,  he  had  kindled  in  himfelf  a  love  and  a  detire  of 
freedom.  He  was  early  known,  and  was  fent  by  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
with  the  celebrated  Petrarch,  to  Avignon  j  to  induce  Pope  Clement  the  : 
Sixth  to  return  to  Rome  :  but  neither  the  poetry  of  Petrarch  nor  the 
eloquence  of  Rienzo  were  able  to  prevail  on  the  Pope. 

When  Rienzo  returned,  he  was  elefted  to  the  office  of  Tribune,  by 
the  Romans ;  who  were  enraged  againft  Clement.  During  the  night 
of  the  17th  of  May,  in  the  year  1347,  he  affembled  the  people,  without 
arms,  caufed  mafs  to  be  performed  in  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  in 
the  morning  led  them  to  the  Capitol.  He  erefted  three  banners  ; 
on  which  the  fymbols  of  Peace,  Juftice,  and  Freedom,  were  depided ; 
caufed  fifteen  regulations  to  be  read,  which  were  intended  to  be  the 
ground  work  of  a  good  conftxtution  ;  and  then  commanded  a  new 
council  to  be  called,  which  he  named  the  Chamber  of  Juftice  and 
Peace.  Criminals  of  all  kinds,  aflaflias,  adulterers,  robbers,  houfe- 
breakers,  and  others,  he  zealoufly  punifhed ;  putting  fome  to  deatb^ 
and  banifhing  others. 

He  affembled  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  ;  and  entreated  all 
princes  and  free  ftates  to  unite  with  him,  in  fupport  of  the  godd  con- 
ftitution  :  del luono Jlato.     The  Emperor,  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  Lewis' 
the  Firft  King  of  Hungary,  and  Johanna  Queen  of  Naples,  fent  their 
ambafladors  to  him. 

Rienzo  ought  to  have  treated  the  power  of  the  Pope  with  more  pru- 
dence, and  moderation;  but  he  was  dazzled,  by  the  fplaidour  of  his  for- 
tune :  he  cited  independent  princes  to  appear  at  his  tribunal.  The  gran- 
dees of  Rome  became  diflatisfied  at  his  condu^t^  and  caufed  the:peopk  to 
rife. 

He  then  renounced  his  office,  travelled  to  Naples,  and  lived  two 
years  among  hermits:  after  which,  he  returned* to  Rome,  made  a  new, 
but  Ihort,  impreffion  upon  the  people,  and  was  again  obliged  to  retire. 

His 
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*  *  Hisf  next  journey  was  ta  Prague,  where  he  was  recognized  by  the 
Errfperbi^'  C^rW 'the  Fourth  v  one!  o^  the'prineeS'whtom  he  had  cited 
to  appear  before 'him  J  Andby  Qiarle*  wks-feht^to*  ihe -Pope^  at  Avi^ 
gnon/wher^'hewasirtiprifoned  tiH  the'^eath  of  Clements        "• 

He  was  once  more  releafed  "by  the  peaceable  Iimocent  the  Sixth  ^ 
who  fent  him  to  Romej  and  made  him  Senator.  A  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Balrbnetfi  was'then  tribtine';  wlxt)fc  ofRcc  Rienzo  took  upbn  him- 
felf^  aria  once  '^galrf  betathe  the  tribune  of  thcf  people. '  The  nobility 
irofe  in  cppofitioh,  air  infUtredtion  was  th^  confcqoence,  and,  as  it  is 
faid,  he  fell  pierced  livai  hundred  daggers.. 

The  titles  he  had^veo^  himfelf  were  Nicholas,  the  mild  and  fevere, 
the  deliverer  of  the  city^  the  guardian  of  Italy, 'the  warrior  *of,  and' 
candidate  for,  the^  Holy  GhofV,'1bel6vecf  of  the  world,  and 'the  digni- 
fied tribune*.    ■"•'?••♦',;' 

Rienzo  built  himfelf  a  palace,  which  in  parfwas  embelliflied  by  what 
he  hadcoHeded  from  the  riilns,  and  partly  disfigured  by  the  architec- 
ture of  the' times.  *' After  his  ambition  had  been  punifhed  by  death, 
Pontifical  hatred  piirfued  his  mem6ry ;  the  name  of  Pilate  was  given* 
him,  and  his  palace  was  called  the  Palace  of  Filate.  In  procefe  of  timej 
the  memory  of  Rienzo  was  loft,  and  the  Palazzo  di  Pilato  was  held  to 
be  the  palace, of  Pontius  Pilate.'  This  was  not  enough  :.  it  was  affirmed* 
that  Pontius  Pilate  had  not*  6nly  brought  his  efFeds  but;  in  particular,  a 
marble  ftaircafe  from  Jerufalem  to  Rome:  and  that  this  was  the  ftair- 
cafe  which  had^t>een  afcended,'  afad  defcended",  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Sixtus 
the  Fifth  placed  it  i'ri  the  Lateral',  where  it  now  ftands-;  and' whoever 
goes  up  it  muft  afcend  it  on  his  knees. 

dppbfite  this  paliace'is  the  ftnill  tempfe  whtch  was  efeiSfced  by  SJer- 
vius  TuUius  x.oFortufiaVirilis'.  The  architrave  on  both  fides  is  fup- 
ported  by  five' half-projeifling  Ionic  pillars  *.  Tliey  prove  that  the  tem- 
ple was  rebuilt  in  later  times  ;  but  certainly  under  the  republic :  partly 

.,    *  PiWlefs,  as  I  fuppafe*    T.  . 
'."Vol.  I.  Y  y  becaufe 
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becaufe  it  contains  neither  marble  nor  ornaments,  ^^^  P^^V'^X  }>^cav^^ 
we  fliould  have  known  by  which  of  the  ^mperor^  it  h^d  b^en  rebuilt/ 
There  is  a  portico^  in  front,  of  four  pillars  j  which  has  been  vralle4 
round  in  order  to  lengthen  the  building  and  convert  it  into  a  churchy 
that  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  of  Egypt. 

We  went  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  and  faw  the  remains  of  antien^ 
fteps  ;  up  which  goods  were  brought^  from  velTels  th^t  w^re  unload- 
ing. Here^  facing  us,  we  Jikcwife  faw  the  fine  ruins  of  a  ftone  bridge  ^ 
which  was  formerly  called  Pons  Pal^ffiftusy  and  now  jponte  Rotto^  thq 
broken  bridge.  It  was  begun  by  the  Cenfor^  Fulvius ;  and  completed 
under  the  cenforfliip  of  P,  Scipio,  who  deftroyed  CvthagQ,  and  his  col- 
league, L.  Mummius. 

To  the  right  we  faw  the  Tiber  iflaod  ;  the  origin  of  which  is  fo  re- 
markable. We  ihall  foon  pay  it  a  vifit :  at  prefent  we  only  notige  it 
by  a  paffing  compliment. 

On  the  left,  we  faw  the  lefs  fuperb,  yet  remarkable,  ruins  of  the, 
bridge  which  was  built,  by  King  Ancus  Martins,  aver  the  Tiber*.  Till 
his  time,  there  vras  no  bridge  biiilt»  This^  was  conftruded  of  wood, 
and  called  Pons  Snblicius. 

When  the  army  of  Porfenna,  who  wiihed  to  bring  back  the  Tar.- 
quins  to  Rome,  had  taken  the  hill  Janiculus,  this  was  the  bridge  where 
Horaitius  Codes,  aflifted  at  firft  by  Spurius  ^.artius  and  Htus  Hermi- 
nius,  and  afterward  fingly,,  made  a  (land  againft  the  enemy  j  till,  by 
his  own  order,  the  bridge  was  broken  down  behind  him.  He  then, 
though  in  complete  armour,  jumped  into  the  river,  and  fwam  back  to 
the  city  f . 

The  bridge  was  afterward  rebuilt  with  wood;  and^  in  the  time  of 
Tiberius,  out  of  refpcdt  for  the  antients,  ^nd  for  Horatius  Codes,  it 
was  once  again  rebuilt  of  wood  The  fucceeding  one  of  marble  was 
^reded  by  Antoninus  Piu& 

*  LW.i.  33.  t  lir.  ii.  to. 
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This  of  marble  was  ilot  without  its  fame;  for,  from  this,  the  £mpe« 
rors,  Heliogabalus  and  Gommodus^  were  caft  into  the  river. 

Near  the  Tiber  is  the  little  circular  teteple  of  Vefta ;  which  was  firft 
founded  by  Numa*  The  rebuilding  of  this  temple  has  been  afcribed, 
by  fonie,  to  Vefpafian ;  by  others,  to  Domitian.  It  was  furrounded 
by  a  fine  colonnade,  of  twenty  Corinthian  pillars ;  but  it  has  been 
walled  round,  that  the  church,  into  which  the  temple  has  been  con^ 
verted,  might  be  more  fpadous.  In  the  antient  temple,  the  light  was 
admitted  through  the  high  lattice.  The  fanduary  of  the  holy  fire 
needed  not  much  day^Iight ;  and  to  have|;iven  to  this,  as  to  other  cir* 
cular  temples,  an  opening  above,  might  have  endangered  the  iacred  fire  j, 
the  place  of  which  wa^  the  centre  of  the  temple. 

Near  this -building  ^pQ^  the  tioufe^of  Numa;  which  was  afterward 
inhabited  by  the  Veflals.  Of  this  houie  tliere  were  fome  remains  in 
the  time  of  Horace.  With  what  animation  did  I  recolkdt  the  follow-^ 
ing  beautiful  lines  from  his  ode,  ^amfatis  term — 

Idttore  Etrufco  violentir^undis^ 
Ire  dejeBum  monumenta  regijp 

IDue  ddm  fr  fiimium  qu'ere^ti 

Labttur  ripa^  y^ve  mu  protante^ 
Uxcruu'amnh* 

H^a.  L  o<L  ti.  T.  13 — 20. 

"^e  fiiw,  paQi'd  backwmrd  to  his  aiAivt  foaroe, 
The  yellow  T9>er  xoU  ki9>,  rapid  coiurfe  ^ 
With  impious  ruin  threatening  Vefta's  fane^ 
And  die  great  monuments  of  ^uma^s  feign. 

Y  y  a  With 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54«  TRAVELS-  OF  CO^NT  STOh&ERGi: 

^Vlth  grief  and  rage,  while  Ilia's  bofom  g^ows^    . 
Boaftful,  for  her  revenge,  his  watery  rofc,      . ,  . 
But  now  th*  uxorious  river  glides  siway, 
So  Jove  commands^  (hidotli^wlnding  td  the  feai: 

'    Francis 


Not  far  from  this  the  great  common,  fewer,  Cloaca  maxintay  ertipti^d 
itfelf  into  the  Tiber;  This  is  one  of  the  grandeft  monuments  of  ar- 
chitedlure;  and  was  cotiftru£ted  in  the  time  of  the  eH'er  Tarquin. 

We  went  from  this  to  a  church,  which  had  formerly  been  a  fchool 
for  eloquence,  in  which  the  great  and  Holy  Auguftin  had  himfelf 
taken  the  chair.  Some  afRrm  thi&^^htiiJdi'ng  il:ands  on  the  Ipot  where' 
the  Romans  had  built  a  temple^  ^6  i5^//^3??(J^/y^  P^//"/V/j :  the  Patriciitf 
Chaftity.  Near  the  church,  you  perceive  i  circular  flab,  of  white  mar- 
ble ;  which  is  more  thaii  five  feet  in  diameter,  and' from  four  to  five 
inches  thick.  On  this  flab  a  head  is  cut,  with  intificms  entirely  through 
the  eyes  and  mouth.  It  is  called  by  the  pebple  'Bocca  della  verita :  the 
mouth  of  truth:  and  fable  relates  that  oaths  were  pronounced  here. 
The  perfon,  taking  an  oath,  was  to  lay  his  haiid  oii  the  open  mouth ; 
and,  by  the  fuddenly  clofing  of  the  ftone  lips,  the'guilfy  were  chafl:ifed. 
In  this  manner  young  women  pfoved  their  chaftity ;  or  were  punifhed 
for  their  offences.  Mr.  Hirt  has  difcovered  that  the  head  on  this  mar- 
ble reprefents  a  Jupiter  Pluvius ;  a  Raining^  Jupiter.  It  was  found, 
lying  under  a  colonnade,  between  the  flooring;  where  it  ferved  as  a 
conduit  to  the  rain  water. 

A  large  four-fided  ftone  gate,  called  a  yanus^  which  ftands  in  the 
centre  of  four  croft  ways,  I  fup^6fed,  before  I  came  up  to  it,  to  have 
been  a  triumphal  arch.  Structures  like  thefe  were  for  traders  and 
ufurers.  In  the  time  of  the  Emperor^,  there*  were  tixty  of  them  in 
Rome.  Many  niches  were  cut  in  them;  in  which  Genii^  or  Penates^ 
were  accuftomed  to  be  placed. 

In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG^  349 

In  this  part  is  the  fpot  where,  iti  the  time  of  Livy  *,  the  fig  tree 
flbod,  which  was  called  Ficus  Ruminalis ;  and  originally,  according  to 
this  writer's  teftimony,  Ficus  Romularis ;  the  fig  tree  of  Romulus :  be- 
caufe,  as  it  was  faid,  Romulus  and  Remus  were  here  left  expofed. 
The  temple  of  Romulus,  which  ftill  is  (landing,  though  no  doubt  re- 
built by  the  Romans,  denotes  the  place.  The  Ihe-wolf  of  bronze,* 
which  is  now  in  the  Capitol,  formerly  flood  in  this  temple.  >  Before 
chriftianiiy,  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  women,  when  their  children  were 
fick  or  weakly,  to  bring  them  here.  This  temple  has  fince  been  con- 
verted into  a  church,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Theodore.  Still,  however,* 
the  old  cuftom  is  prcferved  j  and  women  ftill  bring  their  fick  and 
weakly  children  here,  hoping  by  that  they  will  recover  their  health 
and  ftrength. 

It  is  faid  that  the  Tiber,  which  is  near  this  place,  by  overflowing  had 
formed  a  marfh ;  that  it  was  cuftomary  to  ferry  over  this  marfli  ia 
boats  ;  and  that,  from  the  words  A  vebendis  ratibus  the  name  Velabrum 
was  corruptly  derived.  The  place  is  now  called  Velabro ;  and  the 
church,  that  is  built  here,  Santo  Gregorio  di  Velabro.  It  ftands  on  the 
ruins  of  ihe  Bq/iliai  Scmpronia;  the  place  where  juftice  was  admini- 
ftered  to  merchants. 

Clofe  to  this  church  ftands  a  little  arch  ;  which  was  ereded,  by  the 
ufurers  and  graziers,  in  honour  of  the  Emperor  Septimius  Severus : 
the  bajji  relievi  of  which  have  repeated  figures  of  the  Emperor,  and  his 
two  fons,  Caracalk  and  Geta;  and  we  once  find  him  with  his  wife. 
Caracalla  caufed  the  figure  of  his  brother  Geta,  whom  he,  had  mur- 
dered, and  the  infcriptions  of  his  name,  to  be  every  where  defaced. 
This  arch,  erected  to  the  honour  of  the  father,  is  a  monument  of  the 
cruelty  and  rancour  of  the  fon.-  You  perhaps  remember  that  the  peo- 
ple, farcaftically,  gave  him  the  nickname  of  Gelicus :  as  if  he  had  c<fn* 
quered  the  Get/e.  Near  this  arch  a  fine  fountain  ran ;  which  was  the 
firft  in  Rome,  till  the  time  of  the  Cenfor,  Appius  Claudius  Caucus,  the 

♦  Liv,  i.  4. 

Blind; 
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Blind  ;  who  undertook  and*  completed  many  grand  works,  and  who 
fupplied  the  city  with  new  fountains.  It  was  called  Juturna ;  which 
name  Virgil  beftows  on  the  lovely  fitter  of  Turnus,  as  a  nymph. 

The  Romans  embellifh  the  hiftory  of  this  fountain  with  a  charming 
fable.  They  relate  that,  after  the  famous  victory  of  the  lake  Regillus^ 
in  which  the  Dictator  Aulus  Pofthumius  overcame  the  Tarquins  and 
the  army  of  the  Latins,  two  youths  came  in  the  evening  to  the  foun* 
tain  to  refrefh  themfelves,  watered  their  horfes,  announced  the  vifkory, 
and  difappeared.  Livy  has  no  trace  of  this  pleafing  tale.  He  only 
informs  us  that  the  Dictator  dedicated  a  temple  to  Caftor.  The  beau- 
tiful temple  of  Caftor  and  Pollux  adorns  this  fountain. 

We  now  vilited  the  temple  of  Phoebus  and  Luna,  which  we  had 
lately  feen  from  the  Colofleum.  It  confifts  of  two  half  circles,  turned 
back  to  back :  the  fanftuary  of  Phoebus  is  turned  toward  theTouth,  and 
that  of  Luna  toward  the  north.  The  latter  affords  a  cool  retreat ;  which 
lis  now  rendered  the  more  pleafant  by  a  fountain  in  the  middle;  and, 
in  the  former,  there  are  now  fruitful  orange  trqes :  a  charming  fymboi 
of  the  power  of  the  all  fertilising  fun. 

Tliis  power  is  fo  fclf-evident,  in  the  prefcnt  feafon  of  the  year,  that 
you  cannot  forbear  doing  juftice  to  Virgil,  when,  fpeaking  of  Italy,  he 
fiiys 

Hie  veraffiduum  atqueahenis  menfibus  aftas. 

Viae.  Georg.  ii.  149. 

Fetpetual  fpring  our  happy  climate  fees; 
Twice  breed  ihe  cattle,  and  twice  bear  the  trees  ^ 
And  fummer  funs  recede  by  flow  degrees. 

Drtden,  v.  20. 

I  infet  with  the  gilliflower  blooming,  among  the  ruins  of  the  Cok>f« 
fetttn,  at  the  end  of  December*  In  like  manner,  we  faw  immediately 
before  us  a  large  palm  tree  j  and  I  found  the  Medicago  nrberea  in  bloooaL 
on  the  third  of  January.     This  is  the  Cytifiis  of  Virgil  j  which  you 
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ttiUft  not  confound  with  the  Cyti/us  labertmm.  It  wa&  in  th^  gatrd^a 
o£  the  Villa  Bojcgbefc^  The  plant  called  the  Italian  honey-jTuckle)  Cu^ri^ 
folium  perfoliatunij  is  verdant  here  all  the  yean  The  fingle  gtlliflowef  1 
the  Wild  red  ranunculus,  and  the  violet,  bloom  all  the  winter ;  and 
grafs  and  verdure  are  continually  growing. 

The  extenfiVe  beautiful  garden,  which  I  have  mentioned,  of  the 
Villa  Borgbefe  is  facing  the  Porta  del  Popolo  \  and  not  fkr  from  the 
houfe  where  we  live,  which  ftands  on  what  was  formerly  Called  the 
Tteld  of  Mars.  There  are  very  pleafant  walks  in  this  garden  ;  which 
lead  partly  among  laurel  and  evergreen  prickly  oaks,  and  partly  among 
oak  trees,  where  tame  deer  pafture.  It  contains  a  lovely  canal,  in 
which  is  an  ifland  that  I  fhould  rathef  wifh  Were  (haded  with  «Mi8 
than,  as  it  is,  decorated  with  a  modern  temple  lo  jEfadapins.  TfecM 
is  more  green  foliage,  and  more  of  the  af  tlefs  beauties  of  nature,  in  this 
garden,  than  I  have  met  with  in  any  other  garden  of  Italy.  In  tkd 
winter,  you  find  here  the  green  pine  apple,  prickly  oak,  laurel^  Mii 
Drange  tree*  In  fummer,  the  low  parts  of  the  garden  are  ihaded  liyr 
the  large  oak,  and  trees  of  different  kinds.  This  garden  is  not  oxAf 
open  to  all  comers,  but  you  are  allowed  to  pluck  what  you  pleafe.  Yeii 
are  told,  by  an  infcription,  to  confider  it  as  your  property. 

On  that  fide  of  the  gate  of  St.  Sebaftian  where  formerly  the  Po^.ta 
Capena  flood,  which  is  next  the  city,  is  what  is  called  the  triumphal 
arch  of  Drufus ;  but  mof e  properly  belongs  to  the  later  timed  of  Ca-« 
racalla,  who  built  it  here,  to  carry  an  aquedudt  over  it ;  the  walled 
ftone  bed  of  which  is  ftlll  viflble. 

From  this  place,  we  yefterday  went  to  the  church  of  Santo  Seiq^U 
tino ;  which  is  facipg  the  city,  and  in  which  this  faint  is  buried.  Hiji 
fepulchre  is  ornamented  with  a  beautiful  recumbent  ftatue  of  the  faint} 
which  is  the  work  of  Gorgetti,  a  fcholar  of  Bernini.  In  my  own 
opinion,  I  have  feen  nothing,  by  the  hand  of  Bernini^  which  can  he 
compared  to  this  mafterpiecej  by  his  ficholan  Hear  it  is  the  fepulchro 
of  Caecilia  Metella,  daughter  of  Quintus  Gscilius  Metellus  Greticus^ 
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ind  the  wife  of  Craflus ;  it  is  therefore  as  antient  as  the  times  of  the 
repbtlic.  Its  figure  is  circular,  (landing  on  ahighfquare  bafe,  and  has 
the  following  infcription : 

CjECILIiC 
Q^  C RET! CI    F. 
•.    :  *'  UETELLJE   CRASSI. 

Each  fide  of  the  fquare  wall  is  fixteen  paces:  the  diameter  of  the 
internal  circular  part  is  ten  paces.  Here  the  farcophagtis  of  the  Rod- 
man lady  flood,  walled  up  to  a  canfiderable  height;  but  it  was  re- 
moved by  Pope  Paul  the  Thirds  when  he  built  his  Farnefe  palace. 
The  monument  was  flightly  vaulted  with  a  fmall  cupola  j  and  a  broad 
terrace  was  carried  round  the  thick  walL 

,  In  the  time  of  Boniface  the  Eighth,  who  was  fovereign  Pontiff  at 
the  end  of  the  thirteenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  was  of  the  family  of  Gartani,.  this  family  eredled  a  tower  with,  tur- 
rets on  the  monument,  to  defend  itfelf  againft  other  great  families  j. 
arid^  among  the  reft,  from  the  family  of  Colonna,  with  which  BonifaccL 
had  frequent  ftrife.  This  tower,  with  its  turrets,  or  parapets,  yet  re- 
mains. Under  the  antient  cupola,  a  marble  cornice  is  carried  round, 
which  contains  hajft  rclievL  Occafionally,  after  the  manner  of  the 
antients,  it  is  ornamented  with  the  ox  head  ;  from  thence  the  family 
of  the  Gartani  affumed  the  ox  head  in  its  armsi  The  people,  called 
this  beautiful  monument  Capo  di  Bove  r  Ox  head* 

Not  far  from  this  monument,  we  meet  with  the  Circus  of  Caracalla  j 
the  ruins  of  which  are  fo  perfedi  that,,  from  them,,  aided  by  antient 
authors,  we  may  form  a  tokrably  juft  idea  of  every  circus  of  the  Rot^ 
mans:  for  we  find  that  thefe  buildinga  of  the  antients  were  fimilar  to 
each  other,  at  Icaft  in  their  parincipal  parts.  I  fend  you  the  drawing  of 
the  buiWing,  and  will  endeavour  to  explain  it  as  well  as  I  can.  Your 
own  knowledge  of  antiquity  will  probably  fupply  the  deficiency  of  my 
dcfcription. 

A  A  were 
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A  A  were  the  lifts :  carceres :  from  which  the  Chariot  race  began. 
They  form  an  oblique  line;  becaufe  the  chariots  ftarted  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  goal,  and  each  chariot  which  ftarted  from  the  left  fide  of 
the  lifts,  was  more  and  more  diflant  from  the  goal  than  the  others. 
It  was  then  determined  by  lot  from  what  part  of  the  lifts  each  fhould 
ilart ;  and  at  what  time,  as  whether  firft,  fecond,  third,  or  fo  forth. 

B  is  the  great  gate  ;  which,  as  well  as  the  lifts,  is  feebly  marked  in 
the  drawing ;  to  denote  that  botih  the  lifts  and  the  gate  are  almoft 
buried  under  the  rubbifh.  •  The  goals  were  arched  above;  Over  the 
goals  the  Confuls  had  their  feat.  The  chariots  for  the  courfe,  which 
frequently  were  as  many  as  a  hundred,  made  four  divifions.  Thefe 
were  diftinguiflied  by  the  colour  of  the  drefs  of  the  charioteer;  and^ 
after  them  were  called  the  green,  the  blue,  the  red,  and  the  white,  .To 
thefe  Domitian  added  the  purple,  and  the  gold  colour;  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  lafting  approbation.  The  parties  were  called- fa<aions  ; 
and  originally  they  were  no  more  than  two ;  the  white,  and  the  red ; 
like  a^,  in  the  beginning,  the  charipts  for  the  courfe  were  drawn  by  two 
horfes,  as  defcribed  by  Homer  :  though,  in  the  time  of  Pindar,  we  find 
the  chariot  and  fouf.  So  we  likewife  find  that,  in  the  time  of  Pindar, 
the  charioteers  were  frequently  hired :  and  thus,  in  very  early  times, 
the  principal  Romans  Gonfigned  this  office  to  hired  charioteers :. though 
certainly  it  was  the  intention  of  the  elder  Tarquin,  when^he  eroded 
the  great  Circus  and.  inftituted  thefe  games,  that  the  young  nobility 
fhould  form  themfelves  to  bodily  exercifes. 

C  C.  The  two  goals ;  round  whicli  the  chariots  were  feven  times 
driven.  Each  of  thefe  goals  was  denoted  by  three  ftones  of  a  conical 
figure.  The  goals  were  hollOw  within,- and  contained  the  images  .of^ 
the  Goddefs  ConfusJ  or  of  counfel,  that  of  Metias,  or  of- goals;  and 
other  deities,  that  fliunned  the  Jight  of  day,  becaufe  their  worftiip  was 
myfterious.  ... 

.  D  IX  .A  low  wall  ;.whic|i  ran  from  one  go^l  to  the. other. .   It  was' 
.     Vol7l'    '"    '  Zz  ^  - '  '  ^^fjgj 
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called  Spina ^  or  back  bone ;  becaufe  it  was  ia  or  near  the  middle.  It 
had  more  than  one  purpofe ;  for  it  prevented  the  chariots,  that  had 
not  fully  attained  the  fecond  goal,  from  turning  round  the  firft;  and  on: 
this  wall  the  Judges  flood.  Agrippa,  who  imparted  the  higheft  degre* 
of  order  to  thefe  games,  caufed  eggs  of  marble  to  be  placed  on  one  fide 
of  the  wall,  and  dolphins  of  marble  on  the  other ;  arid,  each  time  that 
the  courfe  was  run,  an  egg  and  a  dolphin  were  taken  away,  that  there 
might  be  no  miftakc  in  the  number  of  rounds  they  had  gone.  Agrippa 
chofe  dolphins  in  honour  of  Neptune ;  and  eggs,  of  Caftor,,  the  tamer 
of  fteeds :  who,  with  Helen,  according  to  the  fable,  originated  from 
the  egg  of  Leda,  who  was  vifited  by  Zeus  in  the  form  of  a  fwan  :  like 
M  Pollux  and  Qytemneftra  were  derived  from  another  egg,  by  Leda. 

On  a  baflb  relievo,  in  the  Mufeum  Pium  Clementinum,  there  is  the 
rcprefcntation  of  a  chariot  race  in  the  Circus;  where  all  the  charioteers 
are  Cupids.  Here  like  wife  there  are  dolphins,  upon  fome  pillars,  and 
eggs  upon  others ;  and  againft  one  of  thefe  pillars  a  ladder  is  placed.. 
Other  antique  reprefentations  exhibit  the  dolphins  and  the  eggs,  placed 
on  pillars ;  and,  inconvenient  as  it  may  appear,  the  judge  muft  have 
toounted  on  a  ladder,  before  the  race  was  ended,  to  take  thefe  tokens^ 
away  one  after  the  other. 

Upon  this  Spinay  which  was  likewife  called  Lineajpineay  the  images 
of  different  deities  were  placed.  Cybele^  Fort  una,  and  Viftoria,  re^ 
mained  ftationary.  The  other  deities  were  brought  in  pomp  from  the 
Capitol,  under  the  conduft  of  the  Pontifex  Maximus.  In  the  middle 
of  \\it  Jpina  of  this  Circus  ftood  an  obelilk  j  which  was  ornamental^ 
but  unneceflary.  It  was  removed  by  Pope  Innocent  the  Tenths  to  the 
Piazza  Navona.  The  letter  E^  in  the  drawing,  points  out  the  place 
where  the  obeliik  formerly  ftood. 

At  the  end  of  the  Circus,  F,  oppofite  the  lifts,  ftood  the  Porta  trium-- 
pbalis^  or  gate  of  vidory ;  through  which  none  but  the  vigors  pafled.. 

The  gate  G  has  generally  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  Porta  Libitina; 

the 
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the  gate  of  the  Goddefs  of  Death  *.  It  is  afferted,  with  probability,  that 
the  antients  were  uawilliag  to  fee  the  living  and  the  dead  go  out  at  the 
fame  gate ;  and  that  the  dead,  as  well  the  unfortunate  charioteers  as  the 
numerous  flain  gladiators,  were  equally  obliged  to  pafs  this  way.  Yet, 
as  this  gate  was  exactly  oppofite  the  feat  of  the  Emperors,  it  is  fcarcely 
probable  it  fhould  be  devoted  to  fo  gloomy  a  purpofe.  Perhaps  the 
images  of  the  Gods  pafled  through  it  in  pomp ;  and  perhaps  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Hirt  is  true,  which  is,  that  it  was  the  place  of  exit  for  the 
lofing  chariots. 

H.  Here  flood  the  pulvinar^  or  feat  of  the  Emperor ;  traces  of 
which  are  vifible,  in  the  outward  wall.  He  fat  in  this  place  where  he 
could  beft  difcern  the  turning  of  the  chariots,  round  the  hihdmoft 
goal. 

1 1.  Two  towers  i  the  deftination  of  which  is  uncertain.  How 
could  the  Judges  fit  here  ?  They  fat  on  the  Spina.  Were  thefe  the 
places  from  which  the  names  of  the  victors  were  proclaimed  to  the 
people  ?  Or  was  the  choir  of  mufic  here  ?  Mr.  Hirt  imagines  that 
as,  in  antient  times,  the  courfe  for  the  chariot  races  was  very  extenfive, 
and  therefore  the  turning  round  the  utmoft  limit  could  not  well  be 
perceived  by  the  fpeftators,  hills  were  formerly  thrown  up;  on 
which  perfons  were  ftationed,  to  proclaim  the  quick  motions  of  the 
race.  We  find  indeed,  in  Homer,  that  the  chariots  were  partly  con- 
cealed from  the  fpedators.  In  the  twenty-third  book  of  the  Iliad,  a 
violent  quarrel  arifes  between  Idomeneus  and  Ajax,  the  fon  of  Oileus^ 
becaufe  one  imagined  he  could  difcern  the  horfes  of  Diomedes  and 
the  other  of  Eumelus.     But,  allowing  that  the  Greeks  in  early  times 

♦  To  this  Goddefs,  or  rather  to  Venus,  under  the  name  of  Venus  Libitina^  Scrviui  * 
TuUius  credled  a  temple ;  in  which  money  was  depofitcd  for  the  deccafed.  Here  like- 
wife  furniture  for  funerals  was  purchaficd.  Plutarch  fuppofes  that  the  worflup  of  this 
GoddeCB  was  before  invented  by  Numa ;  and  that  he  intended  to  wean  ntien  from  the 
fear  of  death,  by  fignifying  to  them  that  the  fame  Goddefs  prefided  over  the  gate  of 
life  and  the  gate  of  death.     Vid.  Roiini  Ant.  Rom. 

Z  z  2  did 
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did  throw  up  fuch  hills,  the  better  to  publifh  the  vldory,  why  fhould 
the  Romans,  in  their  much  lefs  circus,  imitate  them,  by  building  unne- 
ceflary  towers  ? 

It  is  the  opinion  of  fome  that  the  fignal  for  ftarting  from  the  lifts 
was  given  from  thefe  towers.  But  why  from  two  towers  ?  Befide, 
we  know  that,  in  the  age  of  the  republic,  this  fignal  was  given  fome* 
times  by  the  Prsetor,  fometimes  by  a  Conful,  at  others  by  a  Dictator ; 
and  that  afterward  it  was  given  by  the  Emperors.  This  fignal  was  a 
napkin,  thrown  among  the  people;  as  we  are  informed  by  feveral  allu- 
fions  of  the  poets. 

On  certain  days,  the  Confuls  ate  publicly,  in  the  theatre.  When 
their  meal  was  ended,  and  they  had  wiped  their  hands  with  the  mappa^ 
or  mappuluy  or  napkin,  the  mapparius^  or  napkin  bearer,  received  it 
from  their  hand ;   and  this  was  the  fignal  for  ftarting  *. 

Nero  having  once  fat  longer  than  ufuat  at  dinner,  the  people  became 
impatient  for  the  games  to  begin  ;  and  he  threw  the  napkin  out  of 
the  window,  as  a  token  of  his  permiffion. 

^  L  L.  Seats  of  the  fpedators,  on  the  wall ;  within  which,  in  order 
to  protect  the  foremoft  and  loweft  of  the  fpe£tators  againft  the  chariots 
and  horfes,  and  likewife  from  the  wild  beafts  that  were  brought  to 
combat,  a  ditch  was  carried  round. 

M.  Traces  of  a  building,  the  deftination  of  which  is  doubtful; 
Here  likewife  it  is  probable. that  the  Judges  ftood.  Its  fituation  was 
advantageous  to  obferve  the  thronging  of  the  chariots  toward  the  firft 
goal. 

N  N.  Two  places  of  exit ;  probably  dcftined  for  the  gladiators  j 
and  perhaps  the  dead  were  carried  through  them. 

The  ufe  of  the  building  O,  which  is  behind  the  imperial  pulvinary  is 
utterly  uncertain.  Upon  a  fquare  wall^  which  rifes  high  above  the 
ground,  ftands  a  prodigious  pillar ;  by  which  and  by  the  outward  waU 


•  Vid.  Rofini  Ant.  Rom. 
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a  rotunda  was  fupported,  and  only  the  flooring  of  which  can  now  be 
feen  :  the  wall  and  the  cupola  are  fallen.  Below,  in  the  fquare  build- 
ing, and  between  the  outward  wall  and  the  pillar,  a  broad  paflTage  runs. 
Some  maintain  that  the  chariots  flood  here :  but  the  place  is  too  little 
for  the  purpofe.  Above,  a  temple  might  have  been  ere^fled:  yet,  why 
fo  near  the  circus  ? 

Mn  Hirt  conjectures,  and  I  think  with  reafon,  that  the  upper  part 
was  a  family  fepulchre ;  and  the  lower  the  burial  place  of  the  freed- 
men.  Antiently,. public  games  were  generally  given  in  honour  of  the 
dead.  It  was  thus  that  Achilles  honoured  Patroclus*;  and  -£neas 
celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  the  death  of  Anchifes  by  public  games, 
with  his  friendly  hoft  of  Sicily,  f.  The  Romans  had  the  fame  cuftom  of 
honouring  the  manes  of  the .  deceafed.  There  was*  a  projection  from 
this  rotunda,  which  xefted  on  pillars,  leading  immediately  to  the  Ap- 
pian  way.  You  know  it  was  cuftomary  with  the  Romans  to  build 
their  tombs  by  the  road  fide ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  ro- 
tunda was  the  tomb  of  a  principal  Roman,  in  honour  of  whom  the 
games  were  inftituted.  The  Circus  itfelf  may  more  probably  be* 
afcribed  to  fomc  private  perfon  than  to  the  Emperor  Caracalla ;  with 
whofe  prodigious  Thermae,  if  we  may  judge  from  thefe  ruins,  it  fo  ill 
agrees  if.  The  dotted  lines,  in  the  drawing,  only  fignify  that  regula- 
rity was  in  part  facrificed  to  higher  purpofes.  The  fpace  for  running, 
on  the  right,  is  rather  broader  than  on  the  left ;  becaufe  the  chariots, 
immediately  after  they  had  ftarted  from  the  lifts,  ftill  continued  on  a 
line  with  each  other  j  and  it  was  neceflary  to  avoid  obftrudion  on 
turning  the  firft  goal.  I  call  the  moft  diftant  the  firft  ;  becaufe  it  was 
turned  the  firft.     Neither  was  the  wall  between  G  and  N  perfectly 

♦  Horn.  n.  xxiii.  f  Virg.  ^n.  v. 

J  An  Italian  author,  from  whom  I  borrowed  the  drawing,  imagines  this  Circus  be- 
longs to  the  later  times  of  the  Chriftian  emperors  ;  who,  unable  immediately  to  wean 
the  people  from  the  combats  of  the  gladiators,  chofe  a  place  without  the  city :  though 
this  opinion  docs  not  appear  to  me  very  probable.  Vid.  Monurrunti  Aniichi  ineditu 
MDCCLXXZIX. 

right 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35«  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

fight  lined,  but  fomething  oblique ;   in  order  to  bring  the  chariot  of 
the  outward  lift  nearer  to  the  goal; 

•  The  gates  of  the  outward  wall  are  marked  in  the  drawing ;  through 
which  the  people  afcended  to  their  feats ;  as  likewife  are  the  fteps  of 
the  inward  wall,  by  which  they  dcfcended  when  the  fpe<9:acle  was 
over.  The  windows  between  each  gate,  that  give  light  to  the  narrow 
entrance,  are  alfo  marked.  Allowing  that  the  fteps  within  were  for 
the  people  to  enter,  yet  the  vomitoriay  or  outward  gates,  were  neceffary 
for  thofe  who  wiftied  to  depart  during  the  exhibition.  The  circus  was 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  Parifian  feet  in  length* 
Thtfpina  is  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  feet  long.  The  Rheniih 
foot  is  fomething  lefs  than  the  Parifian  *. 

Not  far  from  this  circus  are  the  remains  of  the  monuments  of  the 
Servilii :  but  the  architecture  betrays  later  times  than  thofe  of  any 
fepulchre  that  could  contain  the  afties  of  the  noble  Spurius  Servilius 
Ahala,  yirho  lived  in  the  early  and  beft  days  of  the  republic^  and  who 
in  the  female  line  was  the  worthy  progenitor  of  Marcus  Brutus. 

A  temple,  faid  to  be  of  Bacchus,  of  uncertain  origin,  and  of  the 
fourth  or  fifth  century,  is  now  confecrated  to  St.  Urban. 

The  rocky  grotto  of  the  fountain  Egeria  is  very  delightful  j  and 
would  be  more  delightful  ftill,  had  they  not,  if  I  do  not  miftake, 
thrown  a  walled  arch  over  it,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus.  Its  high  anti- 
quity, and  the  recoUedlion  of  the  wife  Numa,  who  was  the  legiflator  of 
a  lawlefs  people,  and  who  here  nightly  received  the  revelations  of  the 
nymph  Egeria,  give  a  very  peculiar  worth  to  this  fountain.  The 
water  flows  clear  from  the  rock,  is  excellent,  and  the  memory  of  the 
virtuous  Numa  gives  it  a  value  which  is  all  its  own  f . 

Behind 

♦  Vid.  Mon.  Ant.  ined. 

f  Conjuge  quifelix  Nympha^  ducibufque  Cgmctnis 
Sacrificoi  docuit  ritus,  gentemque  feroci 
AJfuHam  beth  pads  traduxit  ad  artes^ 

Oyid.  lib.  XY.  482—84. 
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Behind  the  grotto  the  ftatue  of  a  River  God  lies ;  probably  of  the 
neighbouring  river,  Almo,  which  has  crroneoufly  been  taken  for  the- 
ftatue  of  the  Nymph.     The  head  of  this  figure  is  wanting. 

Near  the  fountain  is  a  fmall  grove ;  which  fotne  believe  to  have  been 
dedicated  to  Egeria,  fome  to  Diana.  Probably  it  is  the  fame  that  Numa 
confecrated  to  the  Mufes,  under  the  name  of  the  Camcena. 

We  went  upon  the  field,  that  lies  between  the  Porta  Capena  and  the 
Porta  Latena^  which  was  occupied  by  Hannibal  and  his  vidlorious. 
army ;  and  which  was  fold  in  Rome,  while  this  leader  and  his  army 
were  there,  for  as  high  a  price  as  if  the  city  had  enjoyed  the  moft  pro- 
found calm  *. 

In  this  field,  we  are  fhewn  a  fmall  temple  \  which  was  built  by  the 
Romans,  after  the  retreat  of  Hannibal^  to  the  God  Rediculus;  and 
not  to  the  God  Ridiculus^  as  many  have  aflBrmed ;  for  Hannibal,  even 
when  retreating,  was  not  a  fubje<a  for  laughter.  In  the  very  atitient 
language  of  Rome,  their  general  ending  was  in  iculus ;  and,  from  the 
word  Redirty  to  go  back,  they  produced  this  new  created  Godhead : 
as  if  the  God  had  occafioned  the  retreat  of  Hannibal. 

Others  afiirm  that  this  finall  temple  was  of  an  earlier  date,  and  ereSecf 
in  honour  of  Fortuna  Muliebris :  or  Female  Fortune :  in  the  place  where 
Caius  Martius^  to  whom  the  Romans  gave  the  name  of  Coriolanus^  fronv 
Corioliy  a  fmall  town  of  the  Volfci^  was  met  by  his^  mother  Veturia^zni. 

■  III        I  II  .       .  ■  ■  ■  ■■■II p.ii — ,        ^     ,1        I,    iltii  ■      I  — 

Oh  happy  monarch,,  fent  by  heaven  to  blefs 
A  favage  nation  with  foft  arts  of  peace  \ 
To  teach  religion,  rapine  to  reftrain,. 
Ghre  laws  to  luft,  and  facrifice  ordain ! 
Himfelf  a  Saint,  a  Goddefa  washis  bride  ;. 
And  all  the  Mufes  o'er  his  a£ls  prefide. 

Dr7DEn,.L  7r5- 

According  to  this  poet,  Egeria  diflblved  ia  tears  at  the  death,  of  Numa ;  and^  wa9( 
danged  into  a  fountain  at  Aricia.^IsiD». 
*  Liv.  xxvu  Li« 
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his  wife  Volumnia :  by  whom  the  obftinate  Coriolanus  was  foftened, 
^fter  having  led  the  Volfciy  whom  he  had  conquered,  againft  his 
country ;  and  when  he  had  defpifed  the  entreaties  of  the  ambafladors 
^d  priefts,  that  had  been  fent  to  him  *. 

J  But  this  building  is  of  much  later  times,  and  of  the  fourth  or  fifth 
century  after  the  birth  of  Chrift.  With  what  view  it  was  ereded  is 
uncertain  :  it  now  ferves  as  a  hog  fty. 

The  river  Almo — curfuque  hrevijjimus  Almo  f — runs  near  this  place  ; 
and  is  now  called  Accia^  Acqua  d^Accia^  and,  in  the  corrupt  dialed  of 
tlie  vulgar,  Acquataccia.  Every  year,  on  the  6th  of  the  calends  of 
April,  the  fhrines  of  Cybele  were  wafhed  by  their  priefts  in  thie  waters 
of  this  river. 

;  In  the  year  1780,  within  the  gate  Sebajliano^  deep  under  ground,  in 
formerly  unknown  vaults,  the  tombs  of  the  Scipios  were  difcovered. 
Neither  of  the  two  Scipios,  who  bore  the  furname  Africanus^  are  bu- 
ried here.  The  firft  died  in  Liternum  :  the  fepulchre  of  the  fecond 
Scipio  Africanits^  who  conquered  Carthage,  was  a  beautiful  pyramid;' 
which  was  deftroyed  and  ftripped  of  its  niarble  by  Pope  Alexander  the 
SSxth  ;  and,  on  the  place  where  it  flood,  there  is  a  covered  way,  which 
leads  from  the  Vatican  to  the  caftle  of  Saint  Angelo. 

The  burial  place  of  the  Scipios  is  very  fimple.  We  defcended, 
with  a  light,  fome  fmall  and  fteep  fteps.  The  prefent  Pope  conceiyed 
the  unlucky  projedl  of  taking  the  farcopbagi^  and  infcriptions,  to  orna-' 
ment  the  ^MttJ^um  Tium  'Crementimm ;  and  to  replace'  them  with  coun-' 
terfeits.  How  much  greater  would  the  pleafure  be  of  feeing  thefe 
farcopbagi  in  their  true  places,  inftead  of  viewing  them  as  part  of  a 
prodigious  colledion,  in  which  the  number  of  objects  deftroys  the 
effect  of  each ! 

Among  thefe  fepulchres  was  likewife  that  of  Siipio  Barbatus ;  who 
was  gonful  in  the  year  of  Rome  456,  about  thirty  years  before  the  firft 
i^unic  war,  and  a  hundred*  years  beforie  the  confulftiip  of  the  firft  Sciph 

*  Liv.  ii.  40.  t  Ovid.  Met.  xiv.  329. 

.    iS  *     Afrtcanus. 
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Africanus.  The  iafcription,  which  pointed  out  his  fepnlchre,  is  pro^ 
bably  the  mod  antient  of  the  Roman  infcriptions,  that  have  come 
down  to  our  times. 


LETTER     L, 


o. 


Rome,  nth  January  1792. 

'N  the  eaft  (ide  of  the  city,  a  good  half  league  from  the 
l^orta  Maggiore^  formerly  Pranefiina^  alfo  Labicana^  there  is  an  antient 
round  half  fallen  building;  which  appears  to  have  been  ereded  about 
the  fecond  or  third  century  after  the  birth  of  Chrifl ;  and  to  have  been 
called,  though  1  know  not  why,  T^orre  degli  fcbiavh  the  tower  of  the 
flavcs. 

This  building  is  entirely  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  rotunda  of  the  Cir- 
cus of  Caracalla.  Here  you  find  arches  that  are  turned  in  the  iame 
manner  as  thofe  of  the  arches  of  the  rotunda;  and  fupported  by  pillars 
of  a  like  thicknefs.  I  informed  you,  in  my  lad  letter,  that  nothing 
above  ground  is  remaining  of  the  rotunda;  but  here  the  walls,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  cupola,  are  dill  (landing.  There  are  niches  in  the 
walls^  not  round  and  arched  over  as  thofe  in  which  the  ftatues  of  the 
Gods  dood,  but  long  and  horizontal ;  and,  by  their  figure,  evidently 
ihew  they  were  intended  to  contaanJkrcopbagL 

This  drudlure  likewife  is  a  fepulchrc;  and  appears  to  prove  the  opi-' 
nion  of  Mr.  Hirt,  that  the  rotunda  of  the  Circus  of  Caracalla  was,  in 
like  manner,  a  fepulchre  :  although  the  under  arches  have  been  held  to 
be  a  place  in  which  chariots  or  horfes  were  kept;,  and  that  it  was  a 
riding  houfe,  for  which  it  was  iU  fitted.     It  is  naore  probable  that  the 

Vol.  I.  3  A  family 
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family  of  thepoffeffdrs  of  this  fepulchre  were  buried  in  the  upper  part } 
and  their  freed  men  in  the  lower. 

The  cupola  is  very  flat,  and  covered  with  grafs  and  brambles*  Som« 
remains  of  a  wall  denote  an  enclofed  place,  that  formerly  ftood  facing 
this  fepulchre.  Perhaps  combats  of  gladiators  were  given  here  in  ho- 
nour of  the  perfons  whom  they  interred. 

Near  this  Torre degUfcb'tavi  is  another  ftill  more  ruinous  building  ; 
concerning  the  deftination  of  which  there  have  been  many  doubtf. 
Like  the  other,  it  is  built  on  arches.  The  cupola  is  fallen  down  :  but 
it  is  difcoverable,  from  fome  remains,  that  it  was  very  flatly  arched  ; 
and  the  walls,  which  fupported  it,  were  not  high.  You  can  only  en- 
ter the  lower  vaulting,  as  well  as  the  upper  rotunda,  through  fome  ca- 
'-^vities '^hieh  iire  occafioned  by  decay. 

-'^  Ndther  of  thefe  towers  has  doors.  Mr.  Hirt,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed, was  the  firff  who  thade  a  probable  conjeftufe  concerning  them. 
He  believes  that  thefe  buildings  fervcd  as  refervoirs,  to  fome  private  fa- 
mily; 'prdbfably  to  the  fame  whofe  fepukhre  we  have  been  viewing. 
The  neighbouring  large  aqueduds  made  it  very  eafy  for  water  to  be 
-brought  into  thefe  towers,  by  fmall  conduits  :  and  from  thence  through 
pipes  into  the  houfeof  the  owner.  The  country  round  Rome  is  poor 
in  %rings  ;  •  and  the  sintients  were  more  profufe,  in  the  ufe  of  water, 
becaufe  of  their  baths,  than  we  are. .  In  fome  places  of  this  building 
there  is  a  part  of  the' abutment  of  the  wall  remaining  ;  and  with  it  a 
part  even  of  the  mortar  with  which* fountains  or  fubterranean  conduits, 
that  were  deftined  for  the  containing  of  water,  were  formed. 

An  antient  o6kagon  fepulchre,  on  which  fome  other*  adjun<a  had 
been  creded  in  the  middle  ages,  which  had  been  fupported  by  a  ftrong 
round  column,  forms  a  continuation  of  the  before  defcribed  ruins ;  and, 
Gonnefted  with  ruins  more  difl:ant,  produces  the  greater  effedt  upon 
the  eye  by  being,  in  part,  thrown  down,  and,  in  part,  Itanding,  to  a 
confidct^able  height,  in  a  pidlurefque  manner. 

Notliing  attracts  you  -  more  forcibly  than  the  long  row  of  grand 

aqueduds; 
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aquedufts ;  which  formerly  were  extended  far  beyond  Tibur^  the  pre- 
fent  TivoHy  to  this  place,  and  by  which  water  was  brought  to  the  city. 
The  beautiful  arcades  of  the  lofty  wall,  over  which  the  water  ran,  rife 
high  in  the  air.  The  work  was  begun  by  Claudius  and  completed  by  Nero, : 

Six  aquedufts  met  together,  at  the  Porta  Pranejllna  :  one  of  thein 
was  fubterranean,  and  proceeded  from  the  river  ^nio ;  now  the  Teve- 
rone.  .  We  fee  the  fpace  beneath,  quite  to  the  wall,  through  which  it 
flowed.  In  the  wall  of  the  city,  which  was  the  work  of  the  Empwor 
Aurelian^  there  is  ^  much  more  antient^ftone  pillar,  through  which 
three  different  aqueducts  were  brought.  Here  you  fee  the  apertures 
through  which  they  flowed:  they  fl:ill  ftand  one  above  the  other. 
The  undermoft  was  the  aquedu£l  of  Martins  ;  abd  was  built,  in  the  • 
time  of  the  republic,  by  an  j3idile,  who  was  a  defcendantofthe  family 
that  produced  King  Ancus  Martins  and  Coriolanus.  The  fecond  v^as 
the  Aquedu£t  Tepula;  and  the  uppermoft  the  Julian  Aqueduct,  built 
by  Agrippa^  who  contributed  fo  much  to  the  convenience  aad  embH5l- 
lifliment  of  the  city. 

'  In  another  part,  and  through  the  wall,  the  aquedudls  of  Claudia  zxtA 
jinio  Novus  flowed.  Water  was  brought  through  both  thefe  aque- 
dudls  to  a  capacious  referVoir:  Cajltllum:  likewifei  Cajlrumz  which 
was'  built  by  Trajan,  and  the  ruins  of  which  are  clofe  to  the  gate. 
It  was  adorned  by  the  trophies  of  Marius^  as  they  are  called,  but  in  re- 
ality, of  .Triijan  \  which  now  ftand  facing  th^  Capitol.'  Here  the  water 
of  each  aqueduct  was  kept,  in  a  particular  divifion  of  thq  refervoir :  for 
the  Ronians,  acquainted  with  their: '.different  qualities,i.ufed  .cjjtjcm  for 
different  purpofes.  Some  were  conveyed  onward  for. beverage  j  and 
others  for  the  baths.    .  ' 

Such  like  aqueduQs  Were  n6w  in, Rome:  the  fubterranean  was  the 
mofl:  antient,  which  was  brought  to  the  city  by  Appins  Claudius  Caucus, 
during  his  cenforfhip  in  the  yeai*  of  Ronle  442,  from  the  hill  at  Tufcu-* 
lum^  under  the  Porta  Capena  *. 

f  Liv.  ix.  19* 
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The  greatnefs  of  the  work  of  thefe  aquedu^s  was  the  more  afto- 
niihing,  becaufe  that  the  Romans,  probably  tq  prevent  the  too  quick 
courfe  of  the  water,  did  not  build  them  in  a  continued  right  Jiue,  but 
frequently  with  large  windings. 

'•  Whoever,"  faid  Pliny,  ^  would  fuffictently  dHmate  the  abundance 
"•  of  the  waters,  brought  from  diftant  parts  for  the  ufe  of  the  public^ 
"  for  our  baths,  our  pools,  our  houfes,  canals,  gardens,  and  villas,  which 
furround  the  city,  and  would  conlider  the  expence  of  eredting  arches^ 
digging  through  mountains,  and  filling  up  valleys,  would  then  know 
that  the  whole  earth  does  not  contain  any  thing  more  wonderful  *.'* 
Time,  and  ftill  more  effectually  perhaps  the  Barbarians,  that  have 
fucceffively  taken  and  ruined  Rome,  have  rendered  thefe  aqueduds 
ufeleis  J  except  the  three  which  ftill  remain,  and  which  three  continue 
to  fupply  feveral  of  the  fountains  that  adorn  the  city,  and  afford  its  in- 
habitants water; 

-  At  the  foot  of  the. hill  formerly  called  ^irinal^  now  Monte  Cavallo^ 
there  is  ftill  the  fountain  of  the  Virgin,  aqua  Virgo^  which  Agrippa 
condudledto  this  place  from  Tufculum.  Some  affirm  it  was  called  the 
Vir^n  becaufe  it  was  dedicated  to  Diana ;  othera  becaufe  a  young 
maiden  pointed  it  out  to  fomc  foldiers,  that  were  in  fearch  of  water. 
This  aquedud  was  likewife'  much  injured  by  the  Barbarians  j  but 
three  Popes  have  contributed  to  its  reftoration.  The  fprings  that 
fupply  the  fountain  were  embelliftied  by  Glemeiit  the  Twelfth.  It  is 
called  Fontana  di  Trevi;  which  fome  fay  is  after  Diana,  that  Goddefs 
being worfliippcd  by  the  Romans  under  the  name  6£ Trivia:  becaufe, 
as  Goddefs  of  the  Moon,  fhe  traverfed  the  heavens,  as  Goddefs  of 
hunting,  the  earth ;  and  hell  under  the  charader  of  Jrlecate. 

Here  is  a  coloffal  ftatue  of  Neptune,  in  his  (hell  chariot,  drawn  by 
two  wild  horfes,  with  their  bodies  half  in  the  water,  where  the  rufli- 
ing  frothy  waves  gufh  into  the  fountain.  Two  Tritons  are  at  the 
heads  of  the  horfes :  the  right  horfe  fprings  afide  terrified,  while  a 

♦  Plin.  xxxvi.  15. 

1  Triton 
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Triton  holds  him  hj  the  rein*  Neptune  looking  at  the  horfe  pro- 
duces a  bad  effed :  a  look  of  momentary  apprehenfion  is  totally  un- 
worthy of  the  God  of  the  ocean. 

This  fountain  is  ornamented  with  Corinthian  pillars,  and  iOj^  rdievi. 
Different  mafters  have  laboured  at  it,  after  the  defigns  of  Francefcp 
Salvi ;  and,  with  all  its  imperfedions,  the  efied  of  the  whole  is  great. 
It  fubdues  the  critic,  whofe  voice  is  overpowered  by  the  neighing  of 
the  horfes  and  the  rufliing  of  the  water. 

In  the  large  place  called  Na%H>na^  which  occupies  the  fpace  where 
the  Circus  of  Alexander  Severus  formerly  flood,  there  are  three  foun- 
tains. That  in  the  middle  is  large,  and  by  Bernini ;  and  is  very  afto- 
nifhing.  On  a  rock,  which  is  perforated  on  four  fides,  the  four  prin- 
cipal rivers  of  the  world  are  lying :  the  God  of  the  Danube,  as  a  Giant; 
the  A7/if,  with  his  head  covered  in  allufion  to  the  unknown  fources  of 
the  ftream  ;  the  Ganges ;  and  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Vaft  ftreams  pour 
from  their  urns  into  the  large  bafon,  and  fupply  the  pipes  of  other 
fountains.  Beneath  the  rock  there  are  fpacious  cavities,  in  which  animals 
are  feen ;  a  horfe,  a  lion,  and  others.  Beniini  muft  furely  have  beca 
infpired^  by  the  following  verfes  of  Horace  to  Auguftus 

Tefontium  qui  celat  origines 
Ntlufque^  et  I/ier^  ie  rapidus  Tigris,, 
Te  belluofUf  qui  remotis 
Obftrepit  Oceanuj  B'itannif 
1  audit 

HoR.  lib.  It.  od.  14. 

The  Nile,  who  hides  his  feven-fold  fource  \ 

The  Tigris,  headlong,  in  his  courfc  \ 

The  Danube,  and  the  ocean,  wild,  that  roars, 

With  monfter-bearing  waves,  round  Britain's  rocky  (hores. 

Obey  thee  Francis. 

The  daring  genius  of  Bertaini  is  here  vifible ;  but  he  knew  not  how 
to  imitate  nature  with  truth* 

Upon 
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Upon  the  rock,  above,  an  Egyptian  obelilk  is  ft^nding^  which  was 
brought  to  Rome  by  Caracalla  ;  and  contains  hieroglyphics. 

The  Fontana  di  Paolo  guflies  through  three  wide  outlets,  near  the 
church  Pietro  in  Montorioj  on  the  hill  jfaniculus.  This  fountain  is 
the  moft  copious  in  Rome.  It  is  provided  with  water  by  the  aqueduct 
which  Auguftus  built.  By  the  command  of  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth  it  was 
repaired,  and  embellifhed.  It  would  have  produced  a  great  eSeft,  if 
the  three  wide  and  two  fmall  outlets,  through  which  the  water  ilTues, 
had  been  reduced  to  one  capacious  whole.  The  decorations,  with  the 
beautiful  Ionic  pillars,  are  not  well  conneded  with  the  fountain  ;  which 
is  the  defeat  of  many  of  the  decorations  of  modern  Rome. 

Were  it  not  for  the  above  fault,  I  fhould  have  thought  the  fountain 
on  the  place  of  St.  Peter's  the  fineft  of  any.  The  beautiful  fheets  of 
water  afcend,  fpreading  their  broad  flreams,  and  daihing  all  around^ 
fo  as  to  form  glittering  rainbows,  when  the  fun  fliines,  like  the  water- 
falls of  mountains.     The  air  round  the  fountain  is  cool. 

The  Mufeum  of  the  Gapitol  contains  one  of  the  richeft  and  fineft 
colledions  of  antiques  that  have  been  formed.  You  muft  not  expc£l 
me  to  mention  either  the  whole  or  the  greateft  part  of  them  :  according 
to  cuftom,  I  (hall  fcle^ft  thofe  that  have  interefted  me  the  moft.  The 
palace,  in  which  the  mafter-pieces  of  art  are  contained,  is  one  of  the 
three  buildings  of  which  the  modern  Capitol  confifts.  There  is  a 
gallery  round  the  court,  which  is  walled  without,  and  within  is  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  and  in  which  there  are  many  remarkable  antiques. 
Two  large  Egyptian  ftatues  of  the  Goddefs  Ifis  merit  our  notice  only 
becaufe  of  their  antiquity.  I  was  more  attraded  by  a:n  antient  Roman 
altar,  in  which  Claudia  is  reprefented  in  baflb  relievo,  and  is  fhewn 
drawing  the  fliip  containing  the  Cybelc  with  her  girdle. 

In  the  time  of  the  fecond  Punic  War,  the  Ronmos  were  terrified,  by 
a  paflage  in  the  Sibylline  books  ;  which  faid  that  their  foreign  enemies 
could  not  be  driven  back^  nor  overcome,  till  the  Ideah  Mother,  that  is, 
Cybcle^  the  Mother  of  the  Gods,  fhould  be  brought  from  Pejfinus  td 

Rome. 
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Rome.  The  Senate  fent  to  Attalusy  king  of  Pergamus^  hoping  to  ob- 
tain the  Goddefs  through  his  means.  The  ambalFadors,  on  their  jour- 
ney, confulted  the  oracle  oi Delphi^  which  foretold  them  a  favourable  re- 
ception froni  ^//^/v/ ;  but  advifed  them,  when  theyfhould  have  brought 
tlie  Goddefs  to  Rome,  to  place  her  in  the  houfe  of  the  beft  man  in  the 
city.  Attains  received  the  ambafladors  in  a  friendly  manner,  con- 
duced them  to  PeJJinus  in  Phrygia^^  and  prefented  them  with  a  holy 
ftonc,  which  the  inhabitants  called  the  Mother  of  the  Gods.  Valerius, 
one  of  their  train,  was  fent  by  the  ambalTadors  with  the  intelligence 
that  the  Goddefs  was  coming;  and  requefting.  them  to  feek  the  beft 
man  of  the  city  to  receivj  her.^ 

The  Senate  were  not  a  little  embarrafled  by  the  meflage  of  Valerius. 
How  were  they  to  difcover  the  beft  man  in  the  city  ?  This  would  have 
been  a  victory,  faid  Livy,  which  they  would  each  individually  have 
prized,  beyond  all  the  honours  and  dignities  that  the  Senate  or  the 
People  could  beftpw"f:.  Publius.  Scipia  Najicay  a  kinfman  of  the  Firft 
Africanus^  was  adjudged  to  be  the  beft  of  the  Romans.  Me  was  ftill 
a  you^^h  when  he  was  commiflibned  to  go,  with  the  principal  women 
of  the. city,,  to  Oftia,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber,,  and  receive  the  God- 
defs. The  fliip  having  ftruck  on  the  fands,  from  which  it  could  not 
be  releafed^. Claudia,  as  a  different  hiftorian  relates,  took  her  girdle,  tied 
it  to  a  rope  which,  was  fiaftened  to  the  fhip,  and  drew  the  veflel  to  the 
land.  By  this  miracle  (he  vindicated,  her  chaftity  j.  which,  had  before, 
according  to  Livy,  been  doubted  J» 

Claudia  is  reprefented  on  this  altar  in.  the  aft  of  drawing  the  (hip, .in 
which  the  ftatue  of  Cybele  is  feated..  On  one  fide  of  the  altar,  we  feea 
Phrygiaa  bonnet 'j.  and  on  the  other  a  lheplicrd*s  crook,  and  a  crotalum. 

♦  Liv.  xxix.  10,  II.• 
f  ^<pffl«f  arte  viStoriam  ejus  ret  Jibi  quifque  mallet  quam  ulla  imperial  hon^refve^  fuffragio 
feu  p^P  um  feu  plebis  dclutos* 

X  Cut  dubia^  ut  tradltur^-antea  fama^  clariorem  etdpofleros  tarn  relipcfo  minjfteri$  pudidtiam 

The 
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The  fhepherd's  crook  is  indubitably  a  fyaibol  of  Atys,  the  (hepherd  be- 
loved by  the  Goddefs. 

On  another  altar,  we  find  on  one  fide  a  FortunUy  with  her  attributes ; 
and  on  the  other  a  Via^  the  Goddefs  of  Roads,  with  hers  :  that  is,  fit- 
ting on  a  wheel  lying  on  the  ground,  with  a  whip  in  her  hand,  and  a 
columna  miUiaria  *  ftanding  before  her. 

A  third  altar,  if  not  a  pedeftal  to  fome  ftatue  of  Jupiter,  is  decorated 
with  very  fine  bajji  relievi.  In  front  is  a  Jupiter,  when  a  child,  lying 
at  the  teat  of  the  goat  Amalthea  ;  with  Corybantes  beating  their  cym- 
bals, that  the  child-devouring  father  may  not  hear  the  cry  of  the  boy. 
On  the  left  Saturn  ftands  ;  to  whom  Rhea  prefents  a  ftone,  fwaddled 
like  a  child,  for  him  to  devour  inftead  of  Jupiter.  On  the  right  there 
is  an  aifembly  of  the  Gods. 

In  the  court,  fronting  the  palace,  lies  the  celebrated  coloflal  ftatue 
called  Marforio ;  and  embelliflies  a  fountain.  This  ftatue  reprefents 
the  Rhine,  and  was  placed  in  the  forum  of  Mars  by  Auguftus  ;  from 
which  the  Romans  have  given  it  the  corrupt  name  of  Marforius. 

In  a  lower  apartment,  near  the  court,  are  Egyptian  ftatues  ;  which 
were  found  in  the  Villa  of  Adrian,  at  Tivoli.  This  Emperor  had  a 
particular  and  whimfical  preference  for  Egyptian  idolatry.  The  fta- 
tues are  in  the  Egyptian  coftume  ;  but  are  the  work  of  a  Roman 
artift.  On  the  wall  of  the  ftaircafe,  leading  to  the  apartments  of  the 
Mufeum,  there  is  a  very  artfully  defcribed  plan  ofantient  Rome.  It 
formerly  ferved  as  flooring,  in  the  temple  of  Romulus  and  Remus; 
and  includes  certain  buildings  which  were  conf^rufted  by  Septimiua 
Severus.  Thefe  fragments  confift  of  twenty-fix  white  marble  tables, 
each  of  which  is  about  two  and  a  half  ells  long  and  two  ells  broad. 

How  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  whole  plan  is  not  preferved ! 
The  fragments  that  remain  are  of  great  worth,  and  explain  many 
things  of  which  we  ftiould  otherwife  be  ignorant. 

I  was  particularly  pleafed  by  the  following  antiques* 

*  A  Roman  nule  ftone. 

THE 
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THE  FIRST  APARTMENT.     '  > 

hfafcDpbagUs:  Endymion,  fleeping  in  the  lap  of  Morpheus*.  Diana 
approaching,  on  tip  toe,  fearful  of  awaking  him,  led  by  a  Cupid.  Her 
chariot  (lands  ftill  j  and  in  it  is  feated  another  Cupid.  A  third  is  on 
the  right  of  the  horfes;  and,  while  he  holds  the  bridle^  refts  with  one 
foot  againft  the  neck  of  the  horfe.  liYmfarcopbagus  is  probably  fym- 
bolical :  and,  if  fo,  how  lovely  is  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  death  !  Diana 
fdtks  her  beloved  whiie  he  fleeps* 

You  find  the  fame  idea,  fbmewhat  differently  presented,  on  another 
Jarcophagus ;  the  lid  of  which  is  adorned  with  five  bq/Ji  relievu 

Firfi.  A  plan  ancj  woman,  feated^  tenderly  emU^aqing  each  other ; 
^ith  a  dog,  the  fymbDl  of  fidelity,  by  their  fidd. 
•  Second.  Mdrcury ,  with  bis  caduceus  in  one  baiui)  abd  his  waving  wan^, 
with  whidi  hecondu(Sls  fouls  to  the  regions  of  darknefs,  in  the  othe]% 
Homer  fupplies  him  with  this  wand,  when  he  leads  .th«  foula  of  thft 
lovers  of  Penelope. 

O^O^.  A.X.    . 

Cyllenius  tiixir  to  Plueo*8  Arttfj  reign 
Conveys  the  de^d  |  a  lamentable  ttain  t    ' 
The  golden  wand  that  caufes  fleep  to  fly, 
Or  in  foft  ilumber  feals  t^e  wakeful  eye, 
That  drives  the  ghoft  to  ^alms  of  night  or  dajr, 
Points  ont  the  long  Uncomfortable  way. 

^  J  .PoPi,  04»b.  xxiy.  t. 

Tbtrd  Afacfiiicetofhifoand'?toferpin6.     •  '      .     .     . 

Fourth.    Mnemofyne  t  the  Goddefs  of  Memory,  and  the  Mother 
of  the  Mufes/ 
Fifib.  The  three  Parcae.    The  matt  kneels  and  prays  before  them, 
Vol,  L  3  B  on 
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on  one  fide  ;  and  the  woman  on  the  other.  Probably  they  are  each 
praying  that  the  life  of  the.  other  ipay  be  prolonged. 

A  xKiv^farcopbagus  appears  to  have  contained  the  afties  of  a  poet. 
The  nine  Mufes  are'  figured,  on  the  great  bqffo  relievo  :  on  one  fide 
are  Homer  and  the  Mufe  Calliope  :  on  the  other  Socrates,  and  Mne- 
mofyne  :  and  there  is  a  Bacchanal  on  the  lid. 

THE  SECOND  APARTMENT. 

A  beautiful  Pfyche,  flying  the  wrath  of  Venus.  -  As  ihe  runs,  {he 
looks  behind  her.  It  is  a  ftatue  of  inimitable  lovelinefs,'  and  delicate 
animation. 

.  What  a  cpntraA  is  the  above  to  an  old  woman,  feated,  who.  holds  a 
large  earthen  veflel  between  her  knees,  with  her  head  thrown  back- 
ward; in  the  attitude  of  wild  inebriety  :  while  her  whole  haggard  d^ 
bilitated  body  denotes  the  injuries  of  age  !  This  like  wife,  in  its  kind. 
Is  a  niafterpiece.  .    •  -  ^ 

Cupid  and  Pfyche,  kifling  and  embracing,  are  mod  tenderly  beautifuL 

THE  THIRD  APARTMENT.  ' 

The  famous  dying  gladiator..  Who  has  npt  heard  of  this?  which 
is  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  matter- pieces  of  antient  art  that  has 
defcended  to  us  !  Mr.  Hirt  does  not  agree  with  the  common  opinion. 
He  imagines  it  to  be  the  GauI^  who  defied  the  moft  valiant  of  the 
Romans  to  fingle  combat,  and  was  flstin  by  T.  Manlius.  Manlius 
took  from  him  his  goldeh  neck  band,  and  wore  it  hinifelf  j  whence  he 
obtained  the  furname  of  Torquatus^^  which  he  left  to  his  defcendants. 
I  will  not  object  to  Mr.  Hirt  that  the  ftatue  rather  bears  a  cord  than  a 
golden  neck  band.  The  epitome  of  the  feventh  book  of  Livy  informs 
us  that  it  was  of  gold.  The  v^ord  torques  indeed  feems  to  denote  a 
twifted  neck  band,  which  might  very  well  refemble  a  rope.  But  there 
is  a  more  ferious  objection*     Livy  defcribes  the  Gaul  in  a  various* 

*  Liv.  vii,  9. 
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coloured  drefs;  and  the  ftajtue- is  naked.  However,  the  artift,  as  it 
has  happened  in  many  funilar  cafes,  might  facri6ce  the  xoftume  of  hif« 
tpry  to  the  beauty  of  art.  I  can  give  no  explanaticxi  of  the  horn^  that 
lies  upon' the  ihield :  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  favour  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Hirt.  There  was  no  need  of  a  horn,  for  the  Gaul  to  call  aloud 
froni  the  bridge,  and  bid  the  Roman  come  forth.  Quantum  maxima 
voce  potuii. 

The  right  arm  has  been  badly  repaired  by  a  modern  artift.  The 
hand  is  much  larger  than  the  other,  and  the  joints  liave  a  great  hard- 
nefs  of  expreffion.  It  is  inconceivable  that  the  beautiful  works  of  the 
antients  ftiould  be  fo  frequently  unfkilfuUy  repaired  by  the  Italians;  In 
the  gallery  of  Florence,  1  faw  a  beautiful  Leda  the  fwan  to  which  was 
wanting ;  and  a  modern  aftift,  to  fupply  the  lofe,  had  given  her  a  duck 
in  her  hand,  which  £he.  held  as  if  flie  had  ftolen  it. 

THE  FOURTH  APARTMENT. 

Here  we  find  heads  of  the  great  Poets  arid  Philofophers  *:  Homer, 
Pindar,  Euripides,  Socrates,  Archimedes,  Lyfias,. Plato,  though  of  this 
there  is  no  certainty,  Fpicurus,  and  his  fcholar  Metrodorus. '  Thefe 
two  heads  are  back  to  bagk,  and  have  only  one  neck  j  as  Janus  was  re- 
prefented  by  the  Romans.  To  thefe  add  a  whole  length  ftatue  of  Zeno, 
the  founder  of  the  Stoic  philofophy. 

THE  FIFTH  APARTMENT. 

.  A  beautiful  Venus  of  Parian  marble,  the  white  colour  of  which  is 

remarkably  well  preferved.     It  has  the  attitijde  of  the  famous  Venus 

de  Medlcis  at  Florence  ;  but  is  not  fo  tender,  and  has  by  no  means  fo 

many  charms.  ,    . 

.Among  many  of  the  Caefars,who,  With  theit  wives  .and  the, vafjous 

branches  of  their  family^  are  here,  my  attention  was  particul^ly  at- 

tra£ted  by  a  fine  head  of  Trajan,  who  is  my  favourite  Emperor. 

A  ftatue  of  Flora :    the  drapery  of  which  is  excellent,  the  .head 

modem*      '  j     !    •       ......'    .  .  ^  ,   . ;   .      ;  .    .  ^ 

3  B  2  Two^ 
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"tWo  beautiful  haffi  reBevi^  cm  the  wall :  the  firft,  Perfeus  dcKvering 
Andromeda ;  and  the  fecond,  a  fleeping  Endymlon.  His  dog,  a  grey* 
hotindi  is  his  defender,  and  has  one  foot  held  up,  after  the  manner.of 
greyhounds,  and  the  bther  bent  in  the  air,  himfclf  barking  and  looking 
upward.  The  artift  no  doubt,  though  he  has  omitted  the  figure  of 
Diana,  mieant  to  denote  her  near  approach  to  her  beloved  fliepherd, 

THE  tONG  GALLERY.    .        .  ^  '  . 

In  this  there  are. oi^ny  beautiful  Aatues;  and,  among  others,  two 
coloffal  buds  of  the  two  great  Emperors :  Trajan,  and  Antoninus. 
Pius.  Trajan  is  crowned  with  his  oak  garland  :  probably  after  his 
vidory  over  the  Daci.  \  Likewife,  a  fine  buft  of  the  firft  P.  Cprneliua. 
Spipio  Africanua ;  with  the  Ibaroa  the  head* 

'  THE  SIXTk- APARTMENT.-   "    ^' 

In  this  there  are  mifi::ellanepus  works.  A  head  of  Bacchus,  which 
is  faid  to  be  the  naoftrhesjutiful  exifting  of  thb  God  j  aiid,a  larger  head 
of  Ariadne,        \  .         .'  , 

A  noble  head  of  Alexander,  as  the  fori  of  Jupiter,  with  flaming 
hair, 

A  beautiful  mofaic  work,  of  the  anti^ntg,  depids  four  doves  feated 
on  the  rim  of  a  circular  vafe.  One  drinks  ;  another  has  been  wafhing,' 
and  is  putting  its  feathers  in  order  \  a  third  lies  fide  ways,  with 
wings  fluttering,  like  the  adion  of  doves  when  they  mean  to  dip  in 
the  water.  The  fdurth  is  fitting  at  reft;  and,  in  all  of  tKenv,  thcrd  is 
the  m oft  animated  and  iiiimitable  expreflion  of  lovely  nature. 

The  ftatue  of  a  child,  holding  a  bird  in  one  hand.  The  bird  is  at*, 
tempting  to  peck  at  the  face  of  the  child  ;  who  turns  away  his  head, 
fearful  of  the  beak  of  the  bird,  but  more  fearful  left  it  fliiould  efcape. 

A  beautiful  Faun  of  rojfo  aniico :  which  is  the  name  given  to  a  fortf 
of  red  marble,  ufed  by  the  antients;  but  we  do  not  know  from  whence 
they  obtained  it. 

A  fine  and  very  large  brazen  vafey  in  the  form  of  a  beaker ;.  which 
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is'^IIed  the  vafe  of  Mithridates*  On  the  ring  of  the  beaker,  there  is 
an  infcriptioni  of  which  fiit^iAetr^  Ht^^S'ctrm^  King  Mithridates,  only 
are  fegible. 

Froth  this  we-afcended  thp  Aventinc  hill  ;  which  name  it  ftill  bears, 
and  which  it  received  from  a  King  of  Alba,  called  Aventinus,  who. 
was  here  ftruck  dead  by  lightning*.  According  to  others,  it  was  fo 
called  hy  theSabines,  after  one  of  their  rivers  f;  to  whom  it  was  yield- 
ed by  Romulus,  when  this  people  made  peace  with  the  Romans. 

The  church  of  St.  Sabina  ftands  on  Mount  Aventine,  where  formerly 
a  temple  tif  Diana  flood  ;  and  near  this  is  the  church  of  St.  Alexius,  on 
the  place  where  once  the  tenAple  of  Juno  Regina  flood.  This  temple 
was  built  by  Camillus,  in  confequence  of  a  vow,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed commander  againft  Veiiy  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  fiege:]:. 

On  the  top  of  this  hill  there  is  a  fine  profpedt,  from  the  terrace  of  a 
garden ;  which  belongs  to  a  Maltefe  priory.  To  the  right  is  the  city 
of  Rome;  in  front,  the  river  Tiber;  beyond  this.  Mount  Janiculus, 
which  extends  to  the  left ;  and  below  us  we  law,  in  the  Tiber,  th© 
ruins  of  the  bridge  which  Horatius  Codes,  the  One-eyed,  defended 
againft  the  army  of  Porfenna.  The  ftation  of  Porfenna  was  on  the 
hill  Janiculus.  The  field,  between  this  hill  and  the  river,  was  afterw 
ward  called  the  meadows  of  Mucins :  prata  Mucia :  m  honour  of  the 
undaunted  Mucius  Scaevola ;  who,  having  gone  to  kill  Porfenha  in  his 
camp,  was  feizfed,  and,  to  convince  the  King  how  impofllble  it  was  ta 
terrify  a  Roman  by  threats,  burnt  off  bis  own  right  hand^  in  the  fire 
which  Porfenna  had  ordered  either  to  terrify  or  to  torment  his  captive  §. 
As  a  reward,  or  rather  perhaps  in  honour  of  his  courage,  the  Koman 
People  prefentedhim  with  a  part  of  the  field  which  afterward  bore  his 
name.  The  place  which  was  once  the  meadows  of  Mucius  afterward 
became  the  garden  of  Cxfar,  which  he  bequeathed  in  his  will  to  the 
people*     Here  Auguftus  placed  his  Naumachia. 

Here  too  it  was  that  Glelia,  when  fhe  and  the  other  virgins  were 


♦  Liv.  i.  jv  f  Varra*  \  Liv.v.c.  2i.  $  Liv.ii.  12. 
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fent  to  Porlenna  as  hoftages,  fwam  over  thb  Tiber^  with  her  eompa* 
nions,  affailed  by  the  arrows  of  the  enemy.  The  Romana  fent  them, 
back :  but  Porfenna,  who  honoured  courage  in  an  enemy,  gave  Gtelia. 
her  freedom,  with  the  choice  of  a  companion;  and  (he  chofethc 
youngeft*. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  city,  we  faw  the  fnow-covercd  Apennines; 
and  the  now  entirely  white  mountain  Sorade.  One  feems  to  exchum 
to  the  other 

y^ides  ut  altajlet  nive  candidum 
SsraBe  ? 

HoR.  i.  od.  9« 

Behold  Soraftes,  airy  height ! 
See  how  it  (lands  a  heap  of  fnow. 

Francis. 

In  the  church  of  the  priory  of  MaUa  is  a  farcophagus^  from  which 
it  is  conjeSured  that  the  antients  frequently  made  farcopbagi  an  ob- 
ject of  traffic.  On  the  principal  baifo  relievo  there  is  a  Minerva,  at- 
tended by  the  nine  Mufes.  Near  thie  Goddefs  (lands  a  man,  the  head 
of  which  figure  is  not  wrought ;  and  probably  was  left,  that  the  head 
of  the  perfon  for  whom  the  monument  fhould  bepurchafed  might,  be 
cut.  It  fhould  feem  that  x\\\%  farcopbagus  had  remained  empty,  till  a 
bifltiop  of  the  houfe  of  Spinclli  was  buried  there. 

Here  is  a  fine  ftatue  of  the  archited  Piranefi,  as  large  as  life,  placed 
there  by  his  fon.  It  is  the  work  of  the  living  artift,  Angolini ;  and, 
though  it  certainly  cannot  be  compared  with  the  beft  antiques,  it  ftili 
pofTeiTes  real  merit. 

Facing  the  Paul's  gate,  which  is  fo  called  becaufe  St.  Paul  was  be- 
headed before  this  gate,  and  which  formerly  was  called  the  gate  of 
Oftia,  becaufe  the  road  through  it  led  to  Oftia,  flands  the  church  of 
St.  Paul.  This  building  was  begun  by  Theodofius  the  Great ;  and 
finifhed  by  his  fon  Honorius.  It  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  fineft 
churches  in  Rome  ;  and,  like  all  the  oldeft  churches  in  Rome,  is  built 
in  the  bafilican  manner.     But  as  the  pillars  of  the  nave  do  not  extend 

*  Liv.  ii.  13. 
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to  the  tribune,  or  choir,  Jt  has,  befide  five  naves  in  length,  two  in 
breadth.  The  principal  nave  is  fupported  by  four-and-twenty  pillars, 
of  variegated  African  marble ;  which  has  been  taken  from  the  Maufo- 
leum  of  Adrian,  the  prefent  caftle  of  Saint  Angelo,  It  does  not  appear 
that  this  marble  was  any  longer  dug  from  the  quarry,  in  the  time  of 
Tbeodofius*  The  pillars,  which  have  been  placed  befide  thefe  an- 
tient  pillars,  are  of  grey  marble  j  and,  compared  to  thofe  of  Adrian, 
are  of  bad  workmanfhip. 

In  one  of  the  fide  aifles  ftands  a  large  pillar  of  marble  of  Pentelicus ; 
which  was  e  deemed  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  in  Rome,  and  of  Athe- 
nian workmanftiip. 

The  principal  gate  is  of  bronze ;  and  was  modelled  at  Conftantino- 
pie,  in  the  year  1070,  at  the  expence  of  the  Roman  Conful,  Pantaleone 
Caftelli.  The  defcendants  of  the  old  Rorpans  were  long  addicted  to 
works  of  magnificence. 

It  is  affirmed  that  the  aflies  of  the  great  apoftle,  to  whom  the  church 
is  dedicated,  repofe  under  the  high  altar.  Indeed,  it  is  not  incredible 
that  the  Cbriftians  of  Rome  might  carefully  have  prefer ved  his  body, 
to  the  time  of  Theodofius. 

The  large  and  beautiful  church,  though  not  without  ftriking  defers, 
produces  a  great  impreflion.  The  eighty  pillars,  which  ftand  in  fronts 
though  large,  are  unequal  to  the  grandeur  of  the  church. .  To  give  this 
a  height  which  fhould  be  in  proportion  to  its  length,  inftead  of  a  run- 
ning architrave,  the  pillars  ought  to  fuppcrt  arches ;  and  over  thefe 
arch  8  the  wall  ftiould  be  carried  very  high :  for,  according  to  the  rules 
of  architedure,  the  height  of  the  upper  wall  fhould  not  be  more  than 
two  thirds  of  the  length  of  the  pillars,  meafured  from  the  pedeftal  to 
the  cornice. 

There  is  an  old  farcopbagus^  in  the  cloifter  of  the  church,  of  rude 
workmanfhip,  and  injured  by  time.  The  baflb  relievo  is  remarkable 
for  its  workmanfhip,  though  difgufling  in  its  fubjedt.  It  is  Mercury 
flaying  Marfyas,  in  the  prefence  of  Apollo.     Below  thefe  is  a  man 

whettipg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


376  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

whetting  a  knife ;  from  which  it  haff  been  inferred  that  the  famous 
ftatue  of  the  knife  whetter,  at  Florence,  belonged  to  the  group  of  which 
this  baflb  relievo  i$  a  copjr. 

The  fquare  court  of  the  cloifter  is  furrounded  by  a  portico ;  which 
IS  in  a  wretched  tafte.  There  is  a  ftone  preferved  in  it,  which  was 
found  in  the  place  where  Nero  killed  himfelf|  bearing  this  iofcription : 

Hac  fpecus  exceptt  pojl  aurea  teEfa  Neronem  / 
Nam  vivum  tnferius  fe  fepellri  timet  *• 

You  may  remember  the  terror,  and  the  anguifli,  with  which  Nero 
fled  from  Rome,  when  the  people  openly  declared  in  favour  of  Galba» 
His  freedman,  Phaon,  offered  him  his  country  houfe ;  which  was  four 
miles  from  Rome.  He  was  difguifed,  and  heard  the  voices  of  Romans; 
queftioning  one  another :  *'  What  news  of  Nero  ?'*  Dreading  to  be 
difcovered  by  the  Praetorian  bands,  terrified  by  thunder,  lightning,  and 
earthquakes,  and  tormented  by  his  confcience,  he  rode  for  fome  time 
with  his  contemptible  companions,  after  he  had  found  the  doors  of  his 
friends  all  fhut  againfl  him  ;  none  of  whom  would  put  him  to  deaths 
In  this  condition,  he  exclaimed,  ^  What !  have  I  neither  friend  nor 
foe  r*  Quitting  his  horfe,  he  painfully  dragged  his  body  through 
brambles,  till  he  arrived  at  the  back  wall  of  the  country  houfe.  Phaoa 
requeued  him  to  conceal  himfelf  in  a  fand  pit,  till  a  fecret  entrance 
could  be  prepared  :  to  which  he  replied,  that  while  he  lived  he  would 
not  go  under  ground.  This  was  the  circumftance  that  gave  occafion 
lo  the  above  infcription.  At  laft,  he  crept  on  all  fours  through  a  hole^ 
that  was  made  into  the  houfe.  Every  one  entreated  him  to  fly  farther ; 
but  he  required  them  to  dig  a  grave  of  the  length  of  his  body,  and  that 
they  (hould  feek  for  fragments  of  marble,  if  fuch  could  be  found,  and 
wood,  for  his  approaching  funeral. 

As  he  had  made  great  pretenfions,  and  not  without  reafon,  to  a  know- 

•  This  cave  received  Nero  who  fled  from  hia  golden  palace  j  for  he  feared  to  bury 
lumfclf  alive. 
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ledge  of  architedure^  he  lidioiled  hi$  own  plan;  and  jpcclaimed—- 
*♦  What  an  artift  I  diel"  Having  learned  from  the  letters,  which  be. 
had  wrefted  from  Phaon,  that  the  Senate  had  declared:  hifni  ^n  enemyi 
and  were  in  fearch  of  him,  that  he  xnig^t  be  punilh^  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  Rome,  he  demanded  what  that  cuftomary  punifhment  was  ? 
He  was  informed  that  it  was.  whipping  to  death ;  on  which|  he  took 
two  daggers,  that  he  carried  about  him,  to  examine  which  was  the 
(harpeft,  andiheathed  them  again ;  fayipgi  ^^  fhat  the  hour  of  fate  was 
not  yet  arrived/'  Soon'  afterward,  he  entreated,  with  tears  and  wail- 
ing, his  conduAor^  Sporus,  to  kill  himfelf,  to  give  hic(i  an  example  of 
fortitude ;  and  lamented  his  own  cowardice.  ^*  Have  I  lived  to  fuffer 
*^  (bame  and  difhonour  like  this  f  Thii«  circumftanced,  a  man  ibould 
^^  be  courageoui.    .Roufe  thyfelf;  and.  awake  I'V 

Horfemen  were  approaching  to  tak^  him  alive.     He  heard  them,, 
and  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of  Homer, 


( 1 


^vrvii^  j^  ^wfufvoiuv  AfAfi  KTtnro^  ivara  $aXXan 


''   '      -     ^.^  ---•-■  ^  .rij 


*      Mf thinks  the  noife  of  trampling  fteeds  I  hear  |  ^     i     •/* 

Thlck'ning  this  way,  and  gath'ring  oti  my  ear. 

PoP£,lK:.fa.Xl.  A(5. 

—  ■  •     '    ''    *  .    /'  .  '   .:^  •.;    •   \>.     V  -^  V  .  :: 

-  HefhccTt.rwid^  the  hdp  of  EpapkrodStu^  pkwed  his  throat  wit6  a' 

dagger. .-.  Half  Jifele^,  be  faw.  t^e,  leader  of  the  horfemen. (landing  be*' 
fore vhiiin^  :4iflefiibliBg  friendfhip  for  himi^  and  hq^ding  his  robe  to  the , 
wdtmd  j  being  dafirous  to  take  him  alive.     ^^  It  is  too  late/'  iaid  Ne^d ; ' 
and  aidedt  ^  T^is  is  fidelity  * !     j^cr  which^  hi§  eyes  i^rting,  to  thc^ 
di%ufl;^ri^}l  arpjuadUm,^  brMthe^^^^V^laft^ ,       .  r     r     ,  ^ 

;  Tikt  pfffm\d:of  Ceftii^wlip  Uv);d  in  the.^me  of  Auguftus^  may  give . 
ut  ato  idea,  in  miniature^  of  the  wonderful  Egyptian  pyramids';  which, 
^thout  doubt,  are  the  mod  antient,  as  they  certainly  are  the  mofli 
durable,  monuments  of  architedure.     This  of  Ceftius  is  a  hundred 

*  Sm^iioiritM  Ner.  47,  48,  49. 
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and  fyxtj^ahns  or  fpari^  high,  a  hundred  and  thirty  in  bfe»4th  at  the 
bottom,  and  is  fcoiened  witK  krge  ftones  c£  white  mdrblie.  We  learn^ 
from  the  inftrJptiiwi,  that  the  building  wa^cbmplrtcd  in  thr*e  hundred 
and  thirty  day^.'  -The  paffagd  has  been  cut  in  'modem  times.  It  i& 
fmal),  and  you  are  obliged  to  go  with  your  body  bent  to  reach  the 
burial  vauk ;  which  is  twenty-fix  palms  in  length,  eighteen  in  breadth, 
and  ninfet^en  in  height.  The 'JarcopbagiishM  beert  remored.  Wc 
percervcci  on>lie  fide  walls,  by  the  light  of  the  torch  j  traced  o£  ArabeTc 
painting ; '  and  aboTe,  on  each  cf  the  four  iide$,  a  hovering  Genius, 
with  garlands  of  flowers.  Thefe  Genii  are  in  good  prefervation,  and  the 
drawing  of  them  is  free.  The  only  entrance  into  this  burial  vault  came 
from  above ;  ks  in  the  Egyptian  pyraniids.  A  (lone  was  removed,  at 
a  tolerable  height  up  the  pyrath}d,^to  give  entrance;  and  thedoad  wete 
brought  down,  into  their  cells;  through  oblique  dark  paflages,  Obe 
fide  of  the  pyramid  is  concealed,  by  »  part  of  the  Amcell^m  city  wiU^ 
which  furrounds  it ;  and  the  whple  building  can  only  be  feen  at  a 
diflance  from  the  cit^.  ;  At  the  bafe  of  each  of  the  vifible  corners,  there 
are  two  pillars.  . ,        ,      .. 

Facing  this  pyramid,  there  is  an  open  place ;  which  is  ihe  burial 
ground  of  the  Proteftahta.  .     t 

.  The  Monte  Te/laccio  is  within  the  city ;  and  derives  its  name  from 
broieri  pbts^  which  fbmefay*'King^*Stih»itis  Tuffius^^^  bfhtfrt  theSe* 
nate,  in  later  tiihes,  c6mmanded '  alHo  be  thrown  in  this  ^lace.  .iJRoc^ 
haps  "the  l^omaijs,  wKdfd  kho^eflgt  iii  igiitcuUiJit  -was^gteatv  werer. 
periiiaded  that  thefe  reniains  of'  baked  earth,  which  unlimitedly  refdi* 


was  the  tnore  probable  becatire  thi^  fbeam,  ab  leafthet^^'b^etfiwkiyy' 
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By  dc^grces,  the  lOCMafmg  Monte  Tefiacch  became  fered  hundred 
and  fortf  palms  in  dtcumfereoccy  and  two  huadred  aad  forty  Iq 
Keigltt ;  a  prpofthkt  die  R4>smii8  miere  rigiM;  iift  cheif  ivdgrtient.  Such 
aregulkioi^  wiiich.  ibouM  UUfifVfife  iiiKilude  X\]&^^  would  be  yery  bene*: 
ficiat  ta  os  j  as  well  with'  rtfpej^  io  the  rivers  as  the  fields* 

It  is  affirmed  that  a  fre(h  air  is  breathed  here  in  fummef^  from  thei< 
hollow  pots;  and  that  the  lovers  of  the  bottle  are  not  in  vain  invited 
<6'k:oOl  thfMnrSe^dS  Mid^  their  flaggan,:  br^  a&cooiding  tof  Horaee^  th«ir 
Pitt  iej/ta^^^  amdng  ttbeife  £ragmcnt&  7-    . 

Early  the  day  before  yefterday,  it  fnoWed  in  Rome  ;  and,  as  the  air 
was  yefterday  tolerably  cold  and  the  fun  did  not  appear,  the  fnow  re* 
mained  on  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  They  had  not  feen  fnow*  for  three 
years,  fince  the  winter  of  1788-9 1*  which  was  exceffively  fevere  with 
us,  and  uncommonly  fo  in  Italy*  In  that  winter,  the  fnow  lay  here 
five  days  fucceffively ;  and  the  ftreets  were  frozen.  Many  horfes  fell, 
and  broke  their  legs ;  becanfe  na  fimth  underftood  how  to  (hoe  them 
for  the  froft.  To  remedy  this  evil,  they  took  dung  out  of  the  ftables, 
as^i^i^aitl)^. Greets  with  it:  but  a  fouth  wind  rofe,  and  melted  the 
fttow ;.  and  the  thaw  occafionedaninfupportable  odouc.  /    ' 

During  thefe.  five  days  the  Germans  and  the  ^  Engliih,  who  imme- 
diately caufed  Ikates  to  be  made,  fkated  on  the  pool  of  the  Villa 
Borghefe;  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Romans,  who  could  not  conceive 
how  thefe  fbreigqcrsy  with,  ai  ridgb  v4)dPrirppr ..ttpi^  tl\e.  fptm^x  could  .f  lide 
tapidly  along,  wWe  they  Were  t»abfe''&feJy  «o-pkwre '«^  £olM  be&m 
another.  .    .       ^  .        ^  . 

.  ^  Xiet  .what  was  this  y^ry  winte^,  of  17S8,  compared  to  that'  which 
wrcurredtw^  hMndfed  aadviewenijay^atrS.b^fom-  tjjp  Ijjf th  pS  iChijift^ 
which  tlien  vififted  thi^  cky/aAfdi^wte»'ihfe  fiiow  la^y  fctty  dayts,  iaii:  (hA 

nreets'  6jf  Ko;mQ;r^''  Y^^oHi^^^^pi;-'rt6tti  hnMitifts  knd  is(j«y;  ^mt 

that,  in  the  time  6t  the  antlent  Ftomahs,  the  climate  .of  tKl^  city  antf^itS 

'    ^     V  '     •   "t  «         *  Lib.  ill.  Od.  21. 

^•'  *^  5  G  a  iielghbourhood 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jSo  TRAVELS  O?  COOKT'STQLBERCr 

neighbouFhood  wtis  not  fo  mild  as  it  U  at^Ve&nt*  Let  the  naturalid 
enquire  into  the  reafon  of  this :  the'£i&  is  not  to  be  doubted  *• 

In  the  public  offices  of  this  city  thttexnMdxstit  diimncysy  and  much; 
feldomer  ftoves ;  and  all  the  (chools  and  confts  cf  jUilice  ane  (but,  as 
foon  as  it  fnows ;  and  are  not  opened  ^in  till  the  (how  ca»  nalpnger. 
be  feen  Qn  the  roofs  of  the  houfes. 

Yefterday  the  cold  aftonilhed  the  Romans*  The  flowers  how^rer 
of  the  garden  have  not  fuffered ;  and,  not  oblji^  £ach  .flowers  ^^arc 
forerunners  of  the  fpring  are  now  Co  be  found  in  tbeifioWs,  bot  lilper 
wife  the  flowers  of  fpring  itfclf. 


LETTER    LI. 


01' I  t. 


HE  numerous  antiquities  of  the  Villa '//Ham  were  col- 
leded  by  the  Cardinal  of  that  name,  who  died  fome  years  ago.  Win- 
kelmann  was  his  antiquarian,  his  reader,  and,  what  is  more,  his  friend. 

*  Whtt  r  have  fskl,  of  the  change  of  ilhe  Romaa  dlinate^  may  be  applied  to  the  di^ 
antes  vS  othor  fomhem  countries.  Whdn' Jivoulluv  ^uring  the  war  againft  Mithridates 
King  of  Pontus,  and  Tigranes  King  of  Armenia,  waa  in  Mjcia,  there  fell  fo  heavy  a  fiiov^ 
{Slewed  with  fuch  intenfe  cold,  that  many  of  his  foldiera  were  obliged  to  remain  behind. 
Mycia  is  a  province  of  Afla  Minor,  and  is  in  the  fame  degree  of  northern  htitude  as 
Naples  and  Taranto.  After  the  vidofy  of  LucuHos  ovtt*  the  two  Kings,  near  die  river 
Arfiuiias,  he  led  his  army  into  the  higher  puts  of.  Armenia  Puring  the  feafon  of  the 
aatuainal  equinoK,  the  weather  became  nn^xpededly  fo  fevere  that,  the  rivers  were  co- 
vered with  ice,  which  wounded  the  horfes;  and  the  march  of  t]be  foldiers,  through  the 
v>  was  fo  diflknll  that  they  mttdaiedy  and  obliged  the  general  to  retreat. 

PlutarchV  Life  o/Luculbti. 
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You  doubtlefs  exped  to  find  here  one  of  the  moft  fuperb  of  the  collec* 
tions  of  the  beautiful  ?  Yet,  if  you  do,  you  may  perhaps  be  difap* 
pointed.  The  refearches  of  the  profound  antiquarian  are  not  confined 
to  the  mallerpieces  of  art.  ,  To  him,  the  rarity  of  the  thing  pves  it  a 
value :  fo  does  its  form,  or  any  attribute  of  this  form,  if  it  throw  any 
light  on  the  defeds  of  art  among  the  antients.  Exclufive  of  defiring 
to  delight  his  eye  and  excite  his  fined  feelings  by  the  productions  of 
art,  he  feeks  inftrudion  from  the  inferior,  or  even  from  the  wretched, 
produdions  of  later  ages.  From  them,  he  frequently  learns  to  diftin^ 
guifh  the  originals  of  thofe  better  times,  when  the  arts  flourished  in  all 
their  luflre.  Thus  confidered,  the  collection  of  the  Villa  Albanl  \% 
really  meritorious ;  add  to  which,  it  actually  contains  beautiful  fpeci-^ 
mens  of  antient  art.  ' 

The  ftaircafe  is  ornamented  with  bajji  relievl\  among  which  therein 
a  PhiloCtetes,  unique  in  its  kind.  The  hero  is  feated  on  a  rock,  with  a 
deep  impreflion  of  grief  in  his  countenance;  under  which  rock  a  fer- 
pent  creeps.  It  is  a  fine  thought  that  he  fhould  inconfiderately,  though 
not  without  the  decree  of  the  Gods,  have  wounded  himfelf  with  a 
poifoned  arrow,  fteeped  in  the  blood  of  the  Centaur  NeflTus  j  which 
had  been  given  him  by  the  dying  Hercules ;  and  that  this  wound 
fliould  be  a  chaftifement  for  having  difcovered  the  place,  where  Her- 
cules was  burnt,  to  the  hero  of  the  Greeks  by  a  (tamp  with  his  foot ; 
although  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  fecrecy  *.  But  Homer  makes  him 
to  be  ftung,  by  a  water  ferpent. 

*Axx'  0  /uv  h  ruffu  *«T0,  HfoTip  Axyta  ^ao'xw^  . 

II.  ii.  L  721* 

But  he  lay  raging  on  the  Lemnian  ground^ 
A  poifonous  hydra  gave  the  bsrning  wound ; 
There  groanM  the  chief  in  agoniGng  pain. 

Pope,  II.  b.ii.  1.878. 
*  Fenelon,  TeL  Liv.  xv. 

Sophocles 
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Sophocles  likewife  makes  him  wounded  by  an  afpick, 

-diflempered  as  I  was 


By  the  cnvcnom'd  fcrpcnt's  deep  felt  wound. 

FRAKCiaiH* 

la  the  upper  apartments,  my  attention  was  principally  drawn  by  the 
<?bje£ts  which  I  £hall  cite. 

The  (latue  of  a  little  Faunus  bearing  a  tun.  The  idea  of  weight, 
prefling  upon  his  ftioulder,  compared  with  the  entirely  light  and  loyely 
formed  body,  is  evidently  of  that  kind  which  none  but  the  hand  of  a 
Creek  could  exprefs. 

A  buft  of  the  Poet  Perfeus* 

A  dajh  relUvo  of  the  apotheofis  of  Hercules.  Below  Is  a  Genius, 
pouring  the  wine  of  immortality  into  a  vafe ;  which  is  held  by  Hebe. 
Behind  her  Hercules  (lands,  in  a  noble  attitude,  holding  a  fmali  goblet, 
Abore,  the  aflembly  of  the  Gods  is  feen. 

'  Au- Apollo  ;  which  is  an  imitation  of  the  celebrated  Apollo  the  Li- 
tard-flayer,  by  Praxiteles,  as  we  are  informed  by  Pliay*.  Apollo,  as  a 
youth,  is  fhooting  an  arrow  at  a  lizard,  that  is  creeping  up  a  tree. 

The  buft  of  a  little  laughing  Faun. 
*.  A  Mimffva,,  as  large  as  life,  full  of  dignity. 

The  cieling  of  the  great  hall  is  painted  by  Mengs ;  and  reprefent§ 
Parnaflus.  I  doubt  whether  colours  were  ever  fo  animatedly  mingled 
in  frefco  before.     In  this  hall  I  noticed  the  following. 

Daedalus  and  Icarus;  ^baffo  relievo  of  white  marble*  Icarus  already 
has  his  wings  ;  and  Daedalus  is  working  at  his  own.  The  boy,  full  of 
youthful  impatience  to  raife  himfelf  on  his  waxen  wings,  holds  a  wing 
on  which  his  father  is  at  work. 

There  is  another  of  the  fame*  fubjeft,  in  this  villa,  of  roJfQ  antico. 

♦  IBecit  et  (Praxiteles)  puhtrtm  ^pMnem,  fubrepenti  lacerta  amicus  fagiita  inftdiantem^ 
gtuM  Sauroff^mn  volant.     Plin.  Nai.  Hill.  xxiaVi  ?• 

a  They 
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They  were  both  damaged,  but  in  difFerent  places ;  and,  by  comparifon, 
have  mutually  aided  to  repair  each  other. 

A  fine  large  ftatue,  of  Leucothea  and  the  youthful  Bacchus. 

The  under  apartments  and  the  portico,  among  others,  contain  the 
following. 

The  bufts  of  the  heroes  and  the  poets,  that  are  (hewn  here,  would* 
engage  my  attention  more  than  any  other  ftatues,  were  it  but  well  cer-* 
tified  thlt  they  are  the  real  bufts  of  the  great  men  they  are  faid  to  re* 
prefent ;  Homer,  Leonidas,  Themiftocles,  Pindar,  Euripides^  Arifti- 
des,  Xenophon,  and  others.  iEfop  alone  is  cognizable,  by  his  de- 
formity. 

An  imprifoned  Phrygian  general  feated,  as  large  as  life.  The  head 
is  of  white  marble ;  the  drapery  of  the  Egyptian  breccia.  The  fenfe 
of  imprifonment  and  greatnefs  of  character  are  difcoverable  in  his  face. 

An  antique  landfcape,  in  crayons.  The  colours  are  almoft  gone  r 
the  drawing  is  very  light. 

A  female  fatyr.  This  is  a  very  rare  perfonification.  The  antients 
might  well  have  felt  that  a  female  body  with  horns,  and  the  legs  of  a 
goat,  could  only  excite  difagreeable  fenfations. 

A  bafo  relievo :  Ceres,  in  fearch  of  her  daughter,  refrelhed  with 
wine  by  Bacchus* 

IN  THE  GARDEN. 

Two  coloflal  heads  j  of  Titus,  and  Trajan* 

Very  beautiful  femak  Caryatides;  bearing  a  flower  bafket,  which ^ 
they  hold  with  both  their  hands :  after  the  manner  of  our  milk  maids 
with  their  brinraiing  pails.     On  the  flowers  c^  this  bafket  the  archie 
travc  of  a  fmall  cool  portico  repofes, 

THl  PALACE  RONDANINi: 

Here  an  antient  Kom^Xi.  ^rcQpbagus  dyew  i)».y  attention.  The 
figUK  of  tlve  dc»d^  peifoiMR  Half  raifed  on  the  lid.     His  right  arm  em-> 

braces- 
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braces  the  buft  of  his  wife ;  whom  he  regards  with  tendernefs.  Near 
it  there  is  an  opening  in  the  marble,  with  a  lid  ;  and  this  probably  con- 
tained the  aflies  of  his  deceafed  wife  :  the  body  of  the  huiband  being 
in  the /arcopbagus.  The  manner  of  the  \voman*s  hair  denotes  this  mo- 
nument to  have  been  of  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  Titus,  or  Domitian. 

An  antique  head  ;  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Marcus  Brutus. 
The  remainder  of  the  figure  is  modern.  He  is  reprefented  with  a 
dagger  in  his  hand,  and  in  the  ad  of  ftabbing.  In  the  uppe^part  of 
the  countenance,  I  difcover  fomething  of  the  grandeur  of  the  man  ; 
but  nothing  of  that  benignity,  or  noblenefs  of  charader,  in  the  mouth, 
which  (hould  denote  the  benevolence  and  grandeur  of  Marcus  Brutus* 

The  ftatue  of  Alexander,  naked  ;  and  a  coloffal  Hygeia,  the  God- 
defs  of  Health  ;  are  both  very  fine. 

A  head  of  Medufa  ;  without  doubt  of  the  bed  times  of  Greece,  and 
one  of  the  moft  excellent  of  the  w^orks  of  antient  art.  I  fcarcely  know 
one  which  1  fhould  prefer  to  this,  for  grandeur  of  expreffion. 

The  Palazzo  Giujliniani  is  likewife  well  ftored  with  objects  worthy 
of  nptice. 

The  great  Marcellus,  feated  ;  as  large  as  life.  It  gave  me  pleafure 
to  behold  the  hero,  whom,  in  the  time  of  Hannibal,  the  Romans  had 
called  their  fword  ;  as  they  called  Fabius  their  fhield. 

A  large  head  of  Jupiter  Serapis  j  a  deity  compounded  of  half  Egyp- 
tian and  half  Grecian  mythology.     You  diftinguifh  him  from  the 
other  heads  of  Jupiter  by  the  mofs  that  he  bears  on  his  crown. 

A  youthful  head  of  Apollo  j  of  the  greateft  beauty. 


'^fades  quam  iicert  vert 


Virpneam  inpuere^  puerihm  in  vhginepoffis* 

/  Ovid,  lib,  viii.  322—^3. 

Such  was  her  liice  at,  in  a  nymph,  difplay'4 
A  fair  fierce  boy  $  or,  in  a  boy,  betrayed 
TSieUufbtftg  beauties  of  4i  modeft  maid. 

DusniH^  inr  GarthTs  Ovid,  i.  479. 

A  Mi- 
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A  Minerva;  of:the  age  of  already,  beautiful  but  rude  art.  It  was 
found  on  what  was  formerly  the  field  of  Mars  ;  on  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  prefent  city  is  built,  extending  from  the  Capitol  to  the 
Porta  del  Popolo ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  on  the  very  place  where  Pom* 
pey  had  eredted  a  temple  to  Minerva.  This  leader  brought  many  of 
the  ftatues  of  Greece  to  Rome. 

A  beautiful  Faun. 

A  head  of  Sappho  ;  which,  if  it  be  not  Sappho,  is  worthy  of  the  great 
poetefs.  Yet,  if  this  <:ountenance  had  been  infpited  by  the  feeling  and 
the  genius  of  Sappho,  could  Phaon  have  been  infenfible  of  its  charms  ? 

A  veftal ;  fo  called :  but,  according  to.  Mr.  Hirt's  opinion,  a  Juno  in 
Samos,  of  more  antient  but  ruder  times  of  Grecian  art. 

A  head  of  Memnon  ;  of  black  bafaltes.  This  hero,  the  fon  of  Au- 
rora, who  went  tp  the  aid  of  Troy,  has  a  countenance  worthy  of  him- 
felf.     The  artift,  to  diftinguifh  his  origin,  has  given  him  woolly  hain 

The  following  arc  the  paintings  I  moll  obferved. 

Ghrift  before  Caiaphas.  A  night  piece  j  by  Hundhorft,  or  Hout- 
horft,  a  Flemifli  painter.  The  Italians  could  not  pronounce  his  name, 
and  therefore  called  him  Gcrardo  ddla  Notte ;  becaufe  he  particularly 
excelled  in  night  pieces,  of  which  this  is  a  proof.  Chrifl  ftands  with 
dignity  before  Caiaphas ;  though  not  vvith  fo  much  as  might  have  been 
expedied.  Caiaphas  is  excellently  painted.  We  difcover  the  captious 
ipterrog^tor,  the  proud  high  pricft,  and  the  blood  thirfty  judge.  The 
light,  refleded  from  the  table,  cads  a  beam  on  the  countenance  of  Caia- 
phas, and  on  his  uplifted  hand,  fo  as  to  produce  a  great  efiedt. 

St,  John  in  the  clouds,  borne  by  an  eagle,  aild  writing  the  Revela- 
tions, by  Julio  Romano,  is  a  pi£bure  in  which  fome  imagine  they  dirco-> 
vcr  the  hand  of  Raphael.  The  elevated  countenance,  and  the  infpired 
eyes,  of  the  great  prophet  are  worthy  of  the  latter  mailer. 

A  mother,  furrounded  by  her  children ;  kneeling,  and  ^ving  the 
bread  to  one,  as  he  (lauds,  and  with  her  countenance  hanging  over 

Vol.  I.  3D  him, 
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him,  full  of  undefcribable  maternal  afFe£tion.     This  piece  is  by  Luca 
Cambiafi. 

We  now  left  the  city,  and  pafled  through  the  Porta  Pia;  formerly, 
Porta  Nomentana.  < 

The  firft  thing  we  remarked  was  the  monument  of  St.  Conftantia, 
daughter  of  Conftantine  the  Great ;  whom  he  buried  in  a  church  that 
he  had  ere£ted  to  her  memory,  and  which  he  called  after  her.  It  is 
circular,  and  the  cupola  is  fupported  by  many  pillars.  The  fine^rro- 
fhagus  of  porphyry  had  been  deftined,  by  Pope  Paul  the  Third,  to 
adorn  his  own  monument ;  and  it  had  been  removed  for  that  purpofe 
when  Paul  died.  Sixtus  the  Fourth  however  fent  ic  back  to  its  proper 
place. 

Facing  the  church,  we  find  the  traces  of  a  hippodrome ;  or  rather 
perhaps,  as  the  place  feenis  too  fmall  for  chariot  races,  of  a  circus  for 
gladiators  :  for  the  Chriftian  Emperors,  of  that  age,  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  divert  the  people  from  thefe  fanguinary  fpe£tacles. 

We  proceeded  along  the  banks  of  the  Teverona ;  formerly  the  Anio^ 
and  the  Amen ;  and  pafled  the  bridge  on  which  the  Gaul  ftood,  when 
he  defied  the  moft  valiant  of  the  Romans  to  come  forth,  and  was  flain 
by  Titus  Manlius.  The  Anio  was  the  boundary,  between  antient 
Latium  and  the  country  of  the  Sabines. 

'  Before  us,  we  faw  what  was  called  the  Holy  Hill ;  Mons  Sacer; 
which,  from  a.  remarkable  occurrence,  became  fo  celebrated  in  Roman 
hiftory.  Embittered  againft  the  Patricians,  and  principally  becaufe 
of  the  rigour  with  which  the  latter  purfued  to  the  utmoft  the  yet  un-t 
mitigated  laws  againft  debtors,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  republic,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  people  forfook  the  city.  TTiey  took  nothing  with 
them  but  the  neceffaries  for  exiftence ;  attacked  na  man*«  private  pro- 
perty, entrenched  themfelves  on  this  hill,  and  there  remained  fome 
days  :  neither  attacking  nor  attacked.  This  determined  moderation, 
of  a  pebplc  who  were  juftly  enraged  againft  the  higher  orders,  will,  in 

my 
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my  opinion,  cverlaftingly  tedonnd  to  their  honour.  The  Senate  was 
in  the  utoYoftconilernatidii. 

Menenius  Agrippa^a  Patrician,  who  was  beloved  by  the  plebeian* 
for  the  mildnefs  of  his  manners,  went  to  the  angry  feceders,  and 
related  to  them  the  well-knowii  fable  of  the  belly  and  the  membcrfi^ : 
the  latter  refufing  to  receive  food  to  the  former,  with  which  they 
were  angry,  till  they  became  impotent  and  difeafed  :  and,  by  this  fim- 
ple  illuftfatiioa,  he  perfnaded  them  t6  return  to  thedty. 

The  people  however  made  a  condition,  which  proved  their  profound 
knowledge  of  politics*  They  infiflied  on  and  obtained  the  right  of 
thoofing  officers,  from  among  themfelves,  whofe  perfbns  (hould  be 
inviolable ;'  and  whofe  office  it  fhould  btf  to  proteA  the  people  agafirift 
tl>e  lippreiEons  of  the  Patriciafis** 

.  This^wdsthe  origin  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  people:  a  wife  inftittt* 
tioti,  which  bcfcame  the  (hield  of  the  Roman  freedom,  and  the  abufe 
of  which,  in  later  times,  efpecially  in  the  times  of  the  Gracchi,  ptoba-* 
bly  more  conduced  to  the  deftru^Hibn  of  the  republic  than  evefa  the  am- 
bition of  the  great:  fory  by  this,  its  deftrudion  was  long  prepared  ; 
and  at  laft'  efieded. 

We  have  vifiied  two  painters.  Jacob  More,*  the  firft,  is  a  Scotch- 
man ;  audi  one  of  the  good  landfcape  painters  of  our  times,  Amon^ 
.  other  piftures,  he  ihe^ed  us  a  ftormy  fca^  with-  ap  rdcky  fhore  :  the 
rime  night,  the  moon  in  hcrlaft  quarfer,  and  obfcured,  the  lightning 
defcending,  dead  bodies  fwimmirig  to  Ward  th^  diore,  and  fhip  wrecked 
mariners  half  expiring  dragged  to  land  by  the  people.  By  this  you 
perceive  that  Jacob  More  handles  his  pencil  like  a  poet.  The  pidure 
is  excellent,  and  full  of  terror. 

As  a  companion  to  this,  he  has  painted  the  arrival  of  Telemachus 
and  Mentor  on  the  ifland  of  Calypfo.  The  morning  fun  glimmers, 
and  trembles,  on  the  foft  broken  waves  of  the  fea.  The  ifland  is  a 
charming  fpot.     Earth,  fea,  and  air,  all  wear  the  moft  friendly  fmiles. 

•  Liv.  ii.  3a. 

3^^  The 
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The  trees  and  foliage  of  this  painter,  however,'  do  not  wave  and 
breathe,  with  that  pure  life  of  nature,  whrch  Hackarthas  the  art  ta 
commiinicate.  Neither  dol  difcover,,  in  More,  the  famcaeriai  and  linear 
perfpedive,  nor  thofe  charming  diftances^  which  continually  £urprife 
jne,  in  the  piftures  of  Hackart.  The  dazzling  pencil  of  More,  is  not,  in 
roy  opinion,  dipped  in  the  colours,  of  nature. 

Wenzeflaus  Peter,  a  Bohemian,  has,  by  his  diilinguiihed  talents,  beea 
the  carver  of  his  own  fortune.  At  the  age  of  twenty-ftven,  he  was  a 
gunfmith  ;  and  became  acquainted  with  a  man  of  raak,  by  whofe  aid 
he  inftrucled  himfelf  in  the  art  of  drawings  He  .began  to  ftudy  fculp- 
ture  }  but  painting  appeared  to  him  a  more  ready  road^  to  fame,  and 
one  which  better  plcafed  his.  tafte.!  When*  the  gaUery  of  the  Vatican^ 
by  Raphael,  was  copied  for  the  Emprcfs  of  Ruilia,  he  undertook  to 
aflift  in  the  Arabefc ;  and  foon  the  whole  was  entrufted  to  hinu.  But 
his  inclination  led  him  to  cattle  painting :  accordingly,  he  has  painted 
animals  of  all  kinds  ;  and,  in  thi^  branch  of  the  art,  he  is  undoubtedljF 
without  a  rival.  I  faw  a  large;  piiflure  of  Paradife,  by  his  hand,,  the 
landfcape  of  which  is  beautiful.  He  has'afTumed  different  attitudes 
for  almoft  every  one  of  the  animals.  The  point  of  time  he  has  chofea 
is  the  moment  when  Eve  prefents  the  apple  to  Adam..  He  has  two 
chambers  full  of  animals,  painted  mod  of  them  as  large  ^lifcx  The 
lion  and  the  dove,  the  £bx  and  the  Iamb,,ai'e  equally  familiar  to.  thia 
mafter.  Each  individual  animal  appears  to  me  nearly  a  greater  mailer^' 
piece  than  the  beautiful,  though  perhaps  overloaded,  pidure  of  Paradife^; 


LET- 
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LETTER    LII. 

Rome,  15th  January  1792, 

1  HAVE  {een  tiie  pidures  of  Raphael,  in  the  Vatican ;  as 
well  thofe  which  are  painted  in  frefco,  in  the  open  gallery,  and  there- 
fore called  Le  Loggie  di  Rafaello  :  the  gallery  of  Raphael :  as  the  great 
pidiures  of  this  immortal  mailer,  in  the  apartments  of  the  Vatican,  that 
occafion  thofe  apartments  to  be  called  Le  Stanze  di  Rafaello :  the  apart- 
ments of  Raphael.  I  mean  to  fee  them  frequently  ;  and  even  then  per- 
haps I  fliall  be  able  to  prefent  no  other  pidture  to  your  mind,  than  the 
general  imprcflion  they  have  produced  upon  me.  Who  can  feledl 
parts,  where  each  composes  fo  beautiful^  fo  harmonious,  and  fo  per-* 
ib£t,  a  whole  I  Who  (hall  diredt  our  choice  amidft  this  rich  fuper-^ 
abundance  ?/  Who  (ball  diflfedt  this  dignity  in  unity  ?^ 

My  feelings  were  a  little  relieved,  by  indulging  in  the  following 
ihapfbdies  of  imagination*. 

RAPHAEL. 

HOW  was  my  foul  o'erwhelm'd)  immortal  manr! 
When,  fix'd,  entranced,  fir'd  by  thy  nughty  mind^ . 
FiU'd  with  thy  genius,  motionlefs  I  flood ! 
Through  all  the  Vatican  thy  fpirit  breath'd  ! 
The  dead,  called  up  by  thee,  .before  me  rofe. 
Moving,  living,,  breathing ;  difcourfing  themes  * 
Of  earth  and  heaven  \  of  angels>  martyrs,  men  \ 
Of  finners  and  of  faints  \  of  appftles  and  gods ! ' 

Of  what  pure  xther  did  th'  Eternal  frame. 
Thy  foul,  from  which  dreamed^  flooding,  Nature^s  firft 
Great  Caufe !  *  He  that  made,  he  that  fav€d>  and  he 
That  will  eternally  reward  his  beft 
Mod  admirable  workman  !  Tes,  'twas  he 
That  did  infpire  thy  genius,  guide  thy  hand^ 
And  purify  thy  fpirit  I  Chafed  far  off 
Each  thought  that  glowed  not  with  celeftial  firei. 

And 
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And  fitted  thee  to  fill  the  mighty  taflc ; 
That,  daring  elfe,  audacious,  ra(h,  had  been. 

Thy  courfe  on  earth  is  run !  Ages  have  rolled 
Over  thy  peaceful  grave  !  Like  as  the  youth 
Howling  laments,  who  with  his  virgin  bride 
Is  by  the  raging  torrent  fwept  away ; 
So  fufiering  Art,  with  wails,  and  tears,  and  cries^ 
Impatient  calls,  with  anguiih  clamorous  now. 
And  now  fuppncating  her  own  Raphael, 
Her  to  revifit,  and  her  fon»  impel 
Again  to  feizc  the  pencil,  bold  and  free^ 
And  emulate  the  mighty  mafter's  fire. 

Behold  the  Grecian  Mufe,  with  dufty  train, 
Erft  by  Apelles  woo'd,  won,  and  enjo/d ! 
Lo,  mid  the  wrecks  of  Time,  (he  weeping  (lands  i 
Ever  and  anon  glancing  at  thy  tomb  \ 
And  bitterly  rcmemb* ring  days  Ibng  paft  t 
I  hear  her  murmurs  now,,  in  dead  of  nighty 
The  chafte  Diana  preCsnt,  though  half  veii'dy 
The  blaft  of  darknefs  chafing,  now,  and  now 
Admitting !  Terror  ftruck,  I  hear  her  figh 
Tor  her  departed  fons  I  And  lad  Raphael  f 
Mournful  as  the  widow'd  Spring  over  her 
Blighted  fruits  I  Or  as  the  Ueak  Winter's  winds 
Howl  throu^  the  ruins  of  the  houfelefs  6od«> 
^  Thus  fearfully,  thus  plaintively,,  (he  grieves  i 

^*  Pride  of  my  heart !  Delight  of  my  eye  \  Where  f 
«  Oh  I  Where  art  thou  fled  ?   Laurel  crown'd  by  me, 
**  And  by  my  filler  Mufes,  thee  we  caught, 
**  While  yet  an  infant,  in  our  arms ;  and  fed 
^^  Thee  with  immortal  fweets  f  Homer  not  more 
**  Our  nurfling  j  nor  Plato  our  more  delight  f 
^'  On  thy  forrimad  beamed  the  morning  dawn  ^ 
^*  Thine  eyes  (hot  fire^  bright  as  meridian  day 
**  Thf  vifagc  (hone :  while  manna  dropt  ftom  tkuff'ny 

*^  And  fruits  that  Paradife  alone  couU  yield, 

-  ■  I  - 11     -    I  ■    I       I  III  

•  Raphael  lies  buried  in  the  church  which  is  now  called  the  Rotunda,  (brmerly  the  Pan- 
theon i  a  temple,  dedicated  to  all  the  Gods«  It  was  built  by  Agrippa,  n  the  ime  of  Au- 
guftus }  and  is  the  nobleftlmildiag  in  Rome.  I  ihaAl  fpeak.nu>re  of  it  in  my  letters ;  and  (hall 
note  only  add  that  there  is  a  monument  in  it  to  the  memory  of  Raphael,  with  his  buft. 

«  Were 
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<<  Were  proier*d  to  th7  lips !  Wifdom  thine  ear     . 

**  Sftluted }  and  Nature,  in  ail  her  bloom, 

**  Splendid  in  charms,  firft  met  thy  infant  eye  $ 

**  Prolific  ihed  her  rofeate  dews  around, 

"  And,  in  one  large  bequcft,  pour'd  out  her  (lores, 

^  Gave  all  (he  had,  and  taught  thee  all  Ihe  knew ! 

•*  Where  art  thou  now,  my  fon  ?  Too  like  the  flower^ 
•*  Which  the  tender  virgin  rears,  tempeft  fwept, 
^  The  moment  of  maturity  beheld 
^  Thee  blighted,  in  the  fullnefs  of  thy  bloom." 

Thus  mourned  the  Mufe !  And  thus,  with  fighs  of  deep 
Regret,  penlive  I  homeward  bent  my  way. 


LETTER    Llir. 


Rome^  soth  January  ij^z, 

±  HAVE  been  tfirec  days  in  the  country ;  and  have  again 
beheld  great  and  beautiful  nature,  in  this  empire  of  eternal  ipring. 
On  the  ieventeentfa  we  left  Rome,  and  went  to  La  Riccia^ 

J^greffitm  magna  tm  tfccepit  Aricia  Roma. 

HoR.  i.  Sat.  ▼•  I. 

Leaving  imperial  Rome,  my  courfe  Tftieer 

To  poor  Aricia 

Francis* 

Wevifitcd  the  Portuguefe  Ambaflador,  the  Count  of  Soufa,  and 
his  wife  j  who  often  refide  at  a  country  houfe  in  La  Riccia^  the  antient 
Aricia.  This  place  is  about  three  German  miles  from  Rome.  At 
firft,  the  Campagna  di  Roma  on  this  fide  is  very  naked,  deftitute  of 
trees,  and  ill  cultivated ;  and  you  meet  with  little  except  the  monu- 
ments of  the  antients.  The  eye  long  continues  to  follow  the  aquedud, 
which  was  carried  from  there  to  Tivoli }  and  which,  in  various  places, 
I  is 
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is  fallen  to  ruins.  Many  of  the  fepulchres  of  the  antieats  are  on  the 
road  ;  and  have  more  or  lefs  fallen  to  decay.  They  particularly  point 
out  the  direction  of  the  antient  Appian  way;  on  each  *fide  of  which, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  antients,  who  .ereded  thefe  monuments 
on  the  road  fide,  many  are  now  ftanding. 

This  cuftom  gives  us  the  true  meaning  of  To  many  andent  infcrip* 
tions,  which  begin  with  the  words  Sijie  gradum^  viator.  It  was  ratio- 
nal to  addrefs  the  paflenger  on  the  high  roadu  but  it  is  abfurd,  or  at 
leaft  thoughtlefs,  to  begin  infcriptions  of  modern  monumfents,  ereded 
in  bye  places,  with  the  words  "  Stop,  Paffenger."  The  road  began  to 
be  pleafant  at  Albano  ;  round  which  wemeet  with  fruitful  fields,  vine- 
yards, and  trees.     Cajldl gandolfo  lies  very  near  Albano,  on  the  left. 

Albano  is  a  fmall  infignificant  town ;  yet  it  is  much  vifited  and  in- 
habited in  autumn,  and  the  beginning  of  fpring,  by  the  principal  Ro- 
mans ;  who  have  villas  here.  High  old  walls,  which  appear  to  fur- 
round  a  kind  of  court,  arc  fiuppofed  to  be  the  remains  of  the  barracks 
in  which  the  Roman  foldiers  lived.  It  is  probable  that,  even  in  the 
times  di  the  republic,  there  was  a  military  ftation  here.  We  find  in 
one  of  the  orations  of  Cicero  that,  after  the  death  of  Caefar,  two  legions 
lay  here :  the  Fourth,  and  the  Martian.*  Pompey,  and  Clodiua,  thai 
•infamous  enemy  of  Cicero  and  of  Rome,  here  had  country  houfes  :  as 
afterward  had  Tiberius,  Caligula,  and  Domitian.  Many  great  ruins  of 
the  villa  of  the  latter  are  at  prefent  to  be  feen  in  the  Villa  BarbarinL 
They  extend  as  far  as  Cajlell  gandolfo^  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Alban 
lake  ;  on  which  Domitian  ufed  to  reprefent  his  Naumacbia.  Ruins 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  vaft  terraces  fupported  by  arcades,  are  the 
principal  objects.  In  this  villa  he  gave  the  feftival  of  Minerva,  exhi- 
bited combats  of  gladiators  and  wild  beads,  declaimed  as  a  tragedian, 
exhibited  his  (kill  in  (hooting  the  arrow,  held  public  difputations  with 
.philofophers,  and  poets,  and  made  equally  vain  pretenfions  to  wit  and 

learning  f. 
It  is  probable  that  the  villa  of  Domitian  was  huilt  in  the  very  place 

*  Cic.  Phil.  3.  t  Suet,  in  vitaDom.  c  4. 
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where  the  villa  of  Clodius  had  formerly  flood.  Cicero  called  this  laft 
villa  the  great  fubftrudion  *,  or  prodigious  pile  j  which  muft  have 
been  difcoverable  had  it  been  on  a  different  fpot. 

Thefe  feats,  and  the  legions  which  were  quartered  here,  gave  Al- 
bano  its  origin,  as  a  town,  in  the  time  of  the  Emperors  of  the  firfl  cen- 
tury. The  diflria  of  Albano  was  fo  called  after  the  antient  town  of 
Alba ;  which  was  much  older  than  Rome,  and  which  the  Romans 
deflroyed  about  fix  hundred  years  before  the  building  of  Albano;  La 
Riccia  is  one  of  the  oldefl  towns  of  Italy.  About  eleven  hundred  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chrifl,  the  antient  inhabitants  of  Aricia,  who  were 
the  Sicnli^  were  driven  out  pf  the  country  by  the  united  power  of  the 
Pelafgi  and  the  Oenotrii.  Thefe  SicuU^  and  their  brothers  in  Latium, 
who  took  their  name  from  an  antient  king  called  Siculus^  fled  to.  Sicily; 
and  gave  their  name  to  the  then  inhabited  ifland  of  Sicania. 

Had  the  Latins  given  ear  to  a  citizen  of  Aricia,  called  Turnus  Her- 
donius,  Rome  perhaps  would  not  have  been  the  fovereign  of  the  world. 
Tarquin  the  Proud  fummoned  the  chief  men  of  the  Latins  to  the  Fe- 
rentinian  grove,  and  there  fuffered  them  to  wait.  Turnus  warned  them 
^infl  his  pride,  and  advifed  his  comrades  to  return  home* 

T^quin  at  lafl  appeared,  and  apologifed.  In  the  night,  he  caufed 
arms  to  be  brought  to  the  houfe  of  Turnus,  fummoned  the  chiefs  of 
Latium  to  appear  early,  and  accufed  Turnus  of  intending  to  have  put 
himfelf  and  the  other  alTembled  princes  to  death.  The  arms  were 
found,  and  Turnus  was  feized  and  thrown  into  the  Fercntinian  foun- 
tain, inclofed  in  a  cage  of  bziers,  in  which  flones  were  put  f . 

The  prefent  Riccia  is  built  on  the  height  where  the  fortrefs  of  an- 
tient Aricia  flood ;  which  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  The  church,  built 
by  Bernini,  is  very  beautiful.     There  is  a  cupola,  on  the  rotunda,  of 

•  '^Alhanes  tumuhs  aiqui  lucaSy  Alhanorumque  obrutas  aras,  quas  Clodius,  cafis  JanBtJftmis 
hvistfubJhruBknibusfuiiappriJferaU     Cic  proMilone. 
f  LiY.  i.  50. 

,  Vol.  L  3E  a  beau- 
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a  beautiful  and  perfeftly  hemifphericalform;  which  form  we  mifs  in  St 
Peter's  church.  But  this  ornament  is  more  proper  for  a  rotunda  thaa 
for  a  ftrufturc  like  St.  Peter's ;  where  the  cupola  is  raifed  upon  a^ 
fquare. 

The  country  between  Albano  and  Riccia  is  very  pleafant.  It  is  enw 
belliflied  with  oaks,  and  the  evergreen  prickly  oak  of  an  extraordinary 
fize ;  with  rocks,  rivulets,  and  a  profpedt  to  the  fea.  On  a  hill,  hear 
the  fraall  town  of  Riccia,  is  a  large  park ;  which  appertains  to  a  palace 
of  the  family  of  the  Princes  Cbigi.  The  park  is  beatttiful,  becaufe  na 
intentional  decorating  plan  has  injured  it  j  but  it  is  rcfigned  to  the  charms^ 
of  ever  various  nature.  And  how  aftive  b  (he,  when  fhe  remains  un- 
difturbed,  in  this  mild  climate  f 

.  Near  Riccia,  there  is  an  antient  monument ;  which  Ibme  have  fup* 
pofed  to  be  the  fepulchre  of  the  Horatii  and  Qiriattt. 

The  number  five,  of  the  towers,  which  are  raifed  on  a  very  durable 
foundation,  appears  to  favour  this  opinion.  But  why  were  the  heroes 
buried  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  Rome  ? 

Others  affirm  that  Clodius,  who  fell  by  tiie  hand  of  Milo  near  thi^ 
place,  was  entombed  here.  A  third  opinion  is  that  Cornelia,  the  widow 
of  Pompey,  ereded  this  monument  near  his  villa ;  and  that  the  five 
towers  are  the  tokens  of  as  many  triumphs,  granted  to  this  great  leader. 

South  of  the  town  lies  a  pleafant  valley ;  which  is  called  ValU  di 
Riccia :  the  Valley  of  Riccia.  In  the  time  of  Pliny  it  was  called  Con* 
vallis  Aricina  *.  The  great  naturalift  fays  that,  in  antient  times,  this 
valley  had  been  a  lake  ;  and  appearances  confirm  his  teftimony.  The 
valley  is  circumfcribed  and  fhut  in  by  a  high  border ;  which  is  embel- 
lilhed  by  trees,  vineyards,  and  gardens.  The  valley  itfelf  is  uncom- 
monly fertile  ;  and  is  watered  by  a  canal,  which  is  brought  here  from 
the  lake  of  Nemi. 

The  lake  of  Albano,  overlooked  by. high  and  rocky  ihoresi  and^^ 

*Pliii.N«t.Hift.xiz.». 
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(haded  by  numerous  trees,  lies  below  Albatio  and  Caftell  gandolfo* 
Here  I  faw  at  this  feafon  and  entirely  green,  bearing  its  yellow  flowers, 
the  Medicago  arborca :  the  cyti/us  of  VifgiK  This  lake,  as  well  as  the 
valley  near  Riccia  and  the  lake  of  Nemi,  afford  vlfible  traces  of  volcat- 
lioa*  Pliny  had  read  in  antient  writers  that,  formerly,  the  earth  of  tht 
lands  that  lie  below  Aricia  would  have  caught  fire,  if  a  hot  coal  had 
:^alleh  upon  them  ^. 

The  crater  of  the  volcano,  after  a  violent  difcharge  of  the  fire  within^ 
^ave  way ;  and  the  cooling  lava  aflumed  the  figure  of  an  iuverted 
cone.  The  rain,  and  the  water  defcending  from  the  heights,  gradually 
filled  this  hard  bed  ;  from  which  there  was  no  outlet.  In  proportion 
as  th«  uppermoft  lava  was  undermined,  it  formed  itfelf  into  earth ;  and 
being  wafhed  down  by  torrents  of  rain,  the  water  was  confequentlj 
raUed.  Probably,  it  niight'  long  have  maintained  a  fubterranean  con- 
^edion  with  the  fea  :  for  naturalifts  affirm  that  there  is  a  neceflary  co« 
operation  between  the  ocean  and  the  erupt^pns  of  vqlcanos*  According 
to  the  teftimony  of  Livy,  when  the  feJi  were  befieged,  the  water  of  the 
lakeof  Albano  rofe  to  an  extraordinary  height;  though  it  had  not 
been  increafed  by  any  unufual  rains.  Wearied  by  a  ten  years*  fiegc, 
|md  terrified  by  figns  which  they  confidered  as  fearful,  the  Romans 
fent  ambaffadors  to  Delphi ;  who  received  the  following  anfwet  froqpt 
the  oracle :  "  Romans,  beware  that  the  water  remain  no  longer  in  the 
"  lake  of  Albano.  Beware  that  it  difcharge  itfelf  not  into  the  fea*  Give 
**  it  paifage  through  the  fields,  which  it  will  water.  By  cutting  canals, 
**  it  may  all  be  dried  up :  then  boldly  attack  the  walls  of  the  foe  *." 

The  Romans  were  the  more  aftoniflied  at  this  fpeech  becaufe  an  old 
man,  of  the  Feiiy  had  called  to  the  Roman  fddiers—^^^  that  the  Romans 
^  would  never  take  the  town,  till  the  water  of  the  lake  of  Albano 
^  ihould  be  drawn  away/'  The  water  was  drawn  off,  thxough  a  canal, 

«  FliB.  Nat.  Hift.  ii.  107.  iUf.r, 
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to  the  height  that  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  in  the  fame  year  the  Rotnrant 
took  the  town. 

CicerOjin  his  trcditik DeDivinatiorrejgiwcs us  to  nnderftand  that  the  Se^ 
nate  was  much  lefs  induced  to  this  work  by  motives  of  fuperftition,thaa 
by  a  perception  of  the  advantage  of  which  fuch  a  canal  would  be;  in  wa:- 
tering  and  rendering  the  country  fruitful,  which  till  that  time  had  beea 
barren.  The  predidion  of  the  old  man,  which  probably  was  only 
uttered  in  derifion,  might  fumifh  this  wife  affembly  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  encouraging  the  people  to  the  undertaking,  by  the  (urprifing 
anfwer  obtained  from  the  oracle. 

The  inferior  (hore  of  the  lake  of  Albano  may  be  about  one  Germaa 
mile  and  a  quarter  in  circumference.  In  the  upper  part,  its  rocky  bed 
extends,  and  afterward  contrads;  fo  as  to  aflume  the  form  of  a*  funnel 
I  defcended  through  a  winding  path,  among  wood  and  ihrubs,  to  the 
place  where  the  outlet,  emiffdrtum^  of  the  lake  had  been  made.  Whea 
1  was  below,  I  faw  large  hails,  hewn  in  the  rock,  furroundied  by  ftone 
walls,  and  probably  at  one  time  faced  with  marble  j  which  many  fup* 
pofe  to  have  been  baths.  I  believe  that  they  were  in  honour  of  the 
Nymphs  of  the  lake ;  and  probably  thefe  halls  appertained  to  the  villa. 
of  Domitian.  After  fbme  paces,  I  arrived  at  a  lofty  wall  conftrudled 
with  large  ftones.  A  fiftierman  of  Albano,  who  kept  the  key  of  the 
door,  gave  me  admiflion  ;  and  I  entered  a  fquare  court,  three  fides  of 
which  were  inclofed  by  fimilar  walls%  The  prickly  oak  had  taken  root^ 
between  the  upper moft  ftones ;  and  had  grown  to  a  very  uncommon 
fize.  It  had  likewife  extended  itfelf  downward,  in  two  lateral  branches; 
and,  while  its  evergreen  foliage  was  penetrated  by  the  blue  light  of  hea* 
ven,  it  overfhadowed  the  whole  court  and  the  external  fides  of  the  wall. 

Behind  the  open  fide  of  the  court  is  a  great  circular  halK  The  water 
of  a  canal,  cut  in  its  rocky  bed,  flows  through  the  middle  of  the  court 
and  the  hall.  The  canal  may  be  about  fifteen  hundred  paces  from 
this  to  the  other  fide  of  the  hill,  where  it  finds  its  outlet* 

Livy, 
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Livy,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  contemplate  the  imraenfe  works 
of  the  later  Romans,  mentions  this  work  in  the  following  cold  words  : 
"  The  waterX)f  the  lake  of^iAlbanb  w^s  cOnduGtcd  thfoitgh  the  fields:** 
but  Inamediately  afterward'^e  adds^,  in^a  bolder  toner  **  and  'Fate^  vi-* 
fited  the  Veii*.^  This  work,  which  was  begun  atid  dniled  rwo  thou-" 
fand  6ne  hundred  and  eighty-eight  years  kgo,  would  have  excited  our 
tfftonlflimfint  had  it  been  uirdertaken  i^nthofe' ages  when  Roiiit  had 
attained  its  greateft  power  •/  Rdfii^, 'which,* thr'ee  hundred  ind  ififty- 
ieven  years'after  its  fbundation,  pbflelT^d'n'a  more  than  d  little  Corner 
of  little  Latium.  '"'f  ^  '       '  ''     '''  ^  ' 

The  hill  of  Albano  rifes,  beyond  the  lake,  over  lefler  heights  like  a' 
pyramid.  J^erentina  fiinds  oh  the^rigW,  with  its  grove  j  iii  Which 
the  antfeht  Latins  were  atcuftomed'to'iflemble-  and  deliberate,  and  to* 
pay  Honour  to  the  Gods,  fn  mofe  early  tim^S,  they  held  tlhfefe  aflem- 
blies  on  tlie  foporthe  Kill  oPAlbanb  :  where  there  WaS  a  temple  dedi- 
cated  to  the  Latiati  Jupiter,  which  was  held  facred  by  the  Romans. 

The  Romaia  genefari  wer<  keep  their  trfamjih^  dtf 

tliis  hill',  when  the  Senate  dehieci.tKem  a  miihiptt  tn  the  C4t[!toK  Het6' 
was  tfie'triunipB  of'tKe.  grejit'  Marcelluslcep?;  and 'afterward^  a' fmatf; 
Cruimph,  or  an  dvatfon,  in  Rome  ji\  for  the  conq^ueft  of  Syracuse.  '  ' 
'This  hill  was  famous  among  the  fuperftitious  Romans  for  the  nu- 
merous auguries^  arid  wonders;  which  Were  here  diVblged  to  ^therfi  |i^ 
It  lies  higher  than  the  hills  arburid'iti;is  ofte'rt  c<iV^^ 
may  frequently  have  beenF  ftfuclc:' with  lighttilng;'    At  ptefent  it  only^ 

^  yam  exIaa^AIbamaqua  emijfainagrosyyejofque  Fata  appeteh'ahU     Liy4V.  19.^ 

f  Liv.  zxVf.  tv.  Ito  th^  tritKnpIiV  the  vUior  wis  drawn'4fi  a-chiEmot'  and  four;  and 
ftcrificcd  an  ox  to .  Jbpiler. '  Id th&  ovation^ .  hie  -vniUccd  \  vid  iacriiicisd  a  fherp.  Mar- 
t$Ui|S  ynA  4e|iied  a  triumpj^,  bccaufe  tL6;>ifarj^n;^icit^  was  ik)i:  ended|  and^his  army  not 
returned. 

'  t  Vidpiua  18;  of  opinion  that,  for  this  reafeni  Jopittfr  was.  wor{)]{pped  here :  under 
whofe  luime  the  antient  mythologifts  und^rftoodfthe  air«-  -Ketus  Latium  Profanum^ 
fol.  vu.  p.  35. 

'  ^  forehodes 
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forebodes  xsatu  Mon$c  Cavo.  ba  il  capclb :  ^iovcrd.  "  The  bill  Cijvti 
"  has  ^8  hat  on  j  it  will  rain::"  fay  the  country  people^  when  its  fwm- 
mit  is  covered  with  clouds.  They  call  it  Afoir/^  Catw ;.  the  hoUpw 
hUJ ; .  au^  Mopt£  d^lle  Cave  ^  the  hill  with  hollows,;  jbecwfc  many  hoi- 
Iqw  places. have  been  made  in  it.  In  the  ages  of  the  Ronfiai^s^  i^  wa^ 
ftruck  with  lightning  at  one  time^  rained  ftones  at  aiK)the;r,  and  yoicet 
yerche^rd  tp  ifliie  from  it.  ^t  a  third..  That  it  ,raine4.  ftones  thwe  is. 
frjeqiiei^t  tplUmony  \  w^ich  proves  thi?  ^iftqiS;  to  be;  of  a  .v,olcanic, 
t^aturcj  Yet  the  hill  b^ttays  nq  figt^  of  ^crater,  nor  9U*y?J  akh9ugk 
thefe  parts  are  full  of  fuch  fubftances,  according  to  the  teiliaipny  of 
naturalifts,      r  .  .  .     .    ,      ^  t     ■ 

The  fiiherman^  w^ho  ^^Ipwed^nie  thp  9ainal  of  ^he  lake,  told  me  that 
tj^c  p?yil  was  frequently  (een  op  i^Srbankf. ..  Arg  not  ^alejslik?  thefe  the, 
refjiaips  of  the.  ^mti^nt  qr^d^lity  c^fth^^Rpfaact^  v^o  .be)iev§d  in^fo 
ma,ny  :wond?rs  of  the  bill,  of  Albano  f  Thi^  appears  to  pxe  the  txiovc^ 
probaHe  be<^aufe  thejcommpa  people  of  this  country,  ^bp  h^iye,  fuflj^ 
Ijl^ely  fancies,  and  are  fq  delighted  and  fed  b^^thyir.ow  U&^^ 

i!S^  tale?,  have  np/e^i;  pf  gh^o^s  ;^n,4  hob^oblj^^^^^   ^Thpij,  j^^^ 

finatfonf  feem  rather  tp  delight  in  Jiyelypi<Stuj«§  di^n  in^lqom^ 
erhaps  for  this  they  may  ■thank  the  .beauties  of  nature,  the  ferej^^ity  'w 
thc.climate*  and  the  li^htnefsof  theViC'.  P€rf*?P?.th?X  ^^  i^rparf  in- 
debted to^  their  noblp  and  humanizinjc  architedure,.  Our  Gothic  church- 
a6,Wtb;th?iriBt^^e^9tm^^i[l€?^a,^dJ^  iiU^he  heayt.^jtji^ 

g^oo^:   Tq  thefe  mi^y  be  r44de4!,pur^,Jpp&ni§^^^ 
proceed,  northward,  the  more  numerous  we  iind  thefe  fantaftic  images 
.of  fpe£bres,  and  goblins* 

The  aptient  Alba,  the  moiifir  of  HoiBe^  y^  httUl  hc*FCfti»  t]b«.  H\k  a^d ' 
ihe  lake.     This  town  extended  itfeif  ibuthward,  aixd^.wasiccaUedxii^) 
tbe'lbngi  to  diftinguifli  it  from  another  AJba,  wMch-  RAo^ 'nettT  ^e* 
lake  Fucinus. 

When  Numitor  was  dead,  who,  aifter  the  murder  of  the  Hfurpcf 

Amulius,had  placed  hi^  graiidfons  Homulus  and  Heihus  on  the  thjc'one 

••:•:'  .  •^"  ''  "  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  399 

af  Alba,  the  people  of  Alba  would  not  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of 
Romulus.  TuUus  Hoftilius,  the  third  King  of  Rome,  waged  war 
agaiiift  the  Albanians ;  and  an  agreement  was  made  that  three  young 
inen,  on  each  part,  fhould  be  chofen  for  the  combat,  and  that  the  city 
of  thofe  who  remained  vidlors  fhould  bear  the  rule.  The  three  Curi- 
atii,  all  brothers,  appeared  on  the  part  of  Alba;  and  the  three  Horatii 
on  the  part  of  Rome.  Of  the  fix  combatants  only  one  of  the  Horatii 
was  left  living :  but  the  Gieneral  of  Alba  would  not  fubnut  to  this  deci- 
fion  of  vidory.  A  battle  enfuedj  the  Romans  were  vi£torious,  the 
Albanian  General,  as  a  public  violator,  was  torn  afunder  by  four  hdrfes  j 
and  the  fcity  of  Alba  was  razed :  the  temple  only  was  left  ftanding. 
The  righta^  of  citizehfhip  were  granted,  by  the  Romans,  to  the  Alba^ 
nians. 

Whether  Alba  wae  founded  by  -^neas,  or  by  his  fon,  for  of  the  father^s 
coming  to  Italy  I  very  much  doubt,  its  origin  could  not  be  later  than 
the  Trojan  war;  but  might  be  earlier.  No  certain  traces  of  the  city 
of  Alba  remain.  It  is  affirmed  that  ruins  were  difcovered  by  fome 
huntfmen:  but  the  knowledge  of  hilntfmen,  as  antiquarians,  is  Tittle  to 
be  trufted.  Neither  muA  we  forget  that  the  Italians  are  very  much 
addidled  to  prattle,-with  Vanity,  of  their  antient  remains. 

The  lake  of  Nemi  is  lefs  than  the  lake  of  Albano  ;  biit  its  banks  are 
ftill  more  pleafant.  High  rpcks,  and  (hady  hills,  furround  it  on  every 
fide;  and  the  declivities  are  in  part  planted  with  trees,  and  in  part 
with  vineyards  and  gardens*  Two  fmall  towns,  oppofite  to  each  other, 
Nemi  toward  the  eafl,  and  G'en%aHo  toward  the  weft,  are  built  high 
upon  the  fhore.  Genzai^o^  fo  called  after  its  antient  name  Cynthia 
anum  ;  or  Fanum  Cynthia :  the  temple  of  Cynthia.  You  know  that 
Apollo  and  Diana  were  called  Cyntbius  and  Cynthia ;  after  the  moun- 
tain Cyhthut  in  Delos ;  becaute  Latona  was  deliviered  of  fchehi  b6th  in 
this  iflitid.  According  to  ftill  earlife^  Iriytholdgy,  Apollo  only  was  borii 
ih  DelOi*;  asid  iJiank  fn  tke'tltfteifland  Ortygta^  near  Sicilia :  oA 

*  Homer's  Hymn  to  Apollo.' 
I  which 
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-which  the  moil  .antient  and  the  only .  remaining  part  of  Syracufe  now 
ftands.  In  the  temples  of  Diana  this  Goddefs  was  worihipped.  under 
the  title  of  Diana  Scytbica^  or  Diana  Taurica^  in  antient  Latium;  .be- 
caufe  that  it  was  believed  that  Oreftes  and  Iphigenia  had  ftolen  her 
image  and  brought  it  hither.  Nemi  was  called  after  the  grove  of  this 
temple,  which  the  Romans  named  Nemus :  the  word  iV^rw/zx  fignifying 
a  grove.  I  know  not  whether  the  Romans  of  thofe  times  had  named 
the  deep  ftill  and  clear  lake  of  Nemi  the  mirror  of  JTiana ;  but  it  is 
often  fo  called  by  the  prefent  Italians.  It  was  generally  called  by  the 
antients  Lacus  nemorofus^  the  lake  of  the  foreft ;  becaufe  it  is  furi:ouQd« 
ed  by  for^fts.  There  is  a  fmall  pleafant  path  in  moft  parts  by  the  fide 
of  the  lake  j  which  is  fliaded  by  tlie  cliefnut,  the  poplar,  and  the  aider 
tree.  .  ' 

The  antient  town  of  Nemi  ftands  very  high,  on  a  rock;  under  which, 
on  the  declivity  of  the  fliore,  the  rivulet  i^rings  of  which  Ovid,  in  his 
beautiful  fables,  relates  that  the  difconfolate  Egeria,  after  the  death  of 
Numa,  wandered  weeping  here  at  the  foot  of  tlie  mountain ;  and  that, 
melting  in  tears,  fhe  was  metamorpl^ofed  by  Diana  into  this  (lream«  * 

—  tnontifque  jatens  radicihus  hnis 
Liquitur  in  lacrimas^  dofiec  pietate  dolentis 
Motaforor  Phcdi  gelidum  de  corpore  funtem 
FecH^  et  aternas  artuj  ienuavit  in  undas. 

Ovid.  lib.  xv.  548—5 1 ^ 

Beneath  the  hill  allcomfortlers  ihe  laid. 
The  dropping  tears  her  eyes  inceflant  (bed  ; 
Till  pitying  Phoebe  cas'd  her  pious  woe, 
Thaw'd  to  a  fpring  whofe  ftreams  for  ever  Botr. 

Drtdeh,  8<^ 

The  fame  poet  tells  us  that  Hippolytue,  the  fon  of  Thefeus,  after  his 
fiight  from  Athens  to  Troczen,  and  being  dragged  by  his  horfes,  which 
had, been  terrified  by  tlie  monfter  rifing  from:  the  ocean,  was  again  re- 
Ckored  to  life  by  ^fculapius.     By  favour  of  Diana,  in  recbmpenfe  for 
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his  continence,  he  having  refifted  the  enflamed  folicitations  of  his  ftep* 
mother,  Phxdra,  he  was  admitted  one  of  the  leiTer  Deities ;  and  inha« 
bited  the  grove  of  the  Goddefs,  under  the  name  of  Vtrbius  *• 
.  As  I  was  proceeding  along  the  bank  of  the  lake,  I  heard  the  running 
of  a  rivulet  at  a  diftance ;  and,  afcending  the  hill,  I  came  to  its  fource. 
Here  it  fbftly  murmured  along,  and  meandered  through  the  herbage ; 
till  it  concealed  itfelf  among  the  rocks,  which  were  overgrown  by  ivy 
to  a  coafiderable  height,  Prefently  afterward  it  rufhed  from  among 
the  evergreen  ivy,  frothing  and  noify.  The  metamorphofed  Egeria, 
widowed,  and  mourning  for  Numa,  now  gives  motion  to  four  mills 
before  fhe  arrives  at  the  lake.  Thus,  in  antient  times,  the  widows  of 
imprifoned  heroes,  and  of  flain  kings,  have  frequently  been  reduced  to 
the  moft  degrading  labours,  and  to  work  in  mills. 

The  Romans  havelikewife  made  a  canal  from  this  lake,  by  which  it 
18  prevented  from  oveiflowing.  This  canal  runs  into  another,  in  the 
valley  of  Riccia ;  which  by  thefe  means  is  become  extremely  fruitful. 

The  whole  country  is  yery  charming,  and  well  cuhivated.  The 
farmers  are  induftrious ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Genzano  mufl  be  pro* 
fperous,  for  they  have  built  a  handfome  church  at  their  own  expence. 
Nemi  fupplies  Rome  with  excellent  fruit.  Much  charcoal  is  burnt  in 
thefe  parts.  Their  fields  and  kitchen  gardens  are  well  managed ;  and 
their  vineyards  induftrioufly  fuppKed  with  reed  poles.  The  ftrong 
reed,  Arundo  Dtnax^  grows  to  an  aftonifliing  height,  in  all  the  lakes 
and  m^ihy. places  of  Italy,  it 'is  ihtrdduced  into  gardens;  partly  to 
fupport  weak  plants,  and  partly,  while  the  reeds  are  young,  to  feparate, 
by  being  twined  together,  the  flbwer  beds  from  each  other. 

We  are  not  often  now,  as  in  the  time  of  Horace,  invited  to  drink 

Albanian  wine  of  nine  years  old :  though  this  wine  is  Aill  brought  in 

great  quantities  to  Rome  f. 

The 

•  Ovidr  lib.  XV.  497. 

\  Eft  mibi  nonum  fuperantis  annum 
Bimus  Alimm  $aius-^ 

Hon.  iv.  od.  II. 
*  V«L.  I.  3  F  Philli»> 
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The  vines  of  Aricia  were  formerly  famous  for  their  extraordinary 
height.  Cineas,  the  friend  and  ambaflador  of  Pyrrhus,  was  furprifed 
at  them:  but  he  thought  the  wine  acid,  and  faid  that  the  mother  of 
the  wine,  the  grape,  deferred  to  be  crucified  on  fo  high  a  crofs  *.  Near 
Riccia  are  great  remains  of  the  antient  Fni  Appia ;  or  Appian  way ; 
which  Appius  Claudius,  the  Blind,  in  the  year  of  Rome  442,  while  he 
was  Cenfor,  conftru£ted.  .  It  is  paved  with  broad  ftones,  which  the 
Italians  caliy^/a  (felce)  from  the  Latin,  Jilex..  They  are  blue,  and  of 
volcanic  origin ;  a  kind  of  lava.  In  this  place  the  road  is.  cut  through 
the  fide  of  a  hill ;  and,  that  the  earth  might  not  fall  down  and  over- 
whelm it,  the  antients  have  given  it  a  fupport  of  large  ftones,  with  a 
degree  of  labour  which  cannot  be  beheld  without  amazement.  The 
road  is  not  broad ;  becaufe  the  carriages  of  the  antients  were  narrow  ia 
their  conftru£tion.  Their  horfes  were  not  fliod ;  for  which  reafon  the 
i^ooth  ftones  were  to  them  no  inconvenience.  Yet  horfes  that  are 
ihod  foon  accuftom  themfelves  to  fuch  roads.  The  Danifh  horfe  o£ 
Count  Soufa,  which  I  rode,  has  gone  very  fafely  over  thefc  fmopth 
ftones  f. 
.  In  other  refpe£ks,  the  Roman  roads  had  many  great  advantages.    As 


Fhillis,  I  have  a  caik  of  wine, 
MelloVd  by  fummers  more  than  nine. 

Framcis. 

Horace,  in  one  of  his  fatires,  defcribing  the  voluptuous  giver  of  a  banquet,  appears  to; 
rank  this  wine  as  equal  to  that  of  Falemia. 

■         Alhanum^  Macenas^Jive  Fakrnum 
Te  magii  appefitis  deUSat^  habemus  utrufnque. 

Lib.  ii.  fat.  ft.  v.  l6% 

If  Alban  and  Falemian  pleafe  you  more> 

So  fays  our  hoft,  you  may  have  both  good  ftore. 

FaiNciSk 
«»  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  siv.  i. 

t  All  Naples  is  paved  with  lava ;  as  are  the  high  roads  of  NapleSt    The  horiiss  accuil^ 
tomed  to  them  will  often  flip  \  but  X  have  jfeeanone  of  them.fall» 

far 
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far  as  it  was  poffible,  they  were  conftru£ted  in  a  right  line  j  and  in  the 
fliorteft  direftion.  They  were  convenient ;  becaufe  the  flat  ftones  nci- 
ther  jolted,  occafioned  the  foot  of  man  to  flip,  nor  injured  the  hoof  of 
the  horfe.  They  were  not  damaged  by  rain ;  becaufe  it  would  not  lie 
on  a  flippery  pavement :  and  their  duration  is  a  proof  of  their  ftrength. 

Going  in  a  carriage  on  the  road  to  Paleftrina^  formerly  Pranejie^  one 
of  the  oldeft  and  mofl:  famous  towns  of  Latium,  I  alighted  with  Signor 
Fea,  the  Italian  tranflator  of  Winkelmann,  and  examined  the  ruins  of 
the  villa  of  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius.  Little  of  the  walls  above 
the  ground  is  now  remaining ;  but  the  broad  terraces  and  large  founda- 
tions denote  the  circumference  of  this  villa.  From  this  place  I  had  an 
extenfive  profped:.  Before  me  lay  Veletri\  formerly  Velitra\  an  an- 
tient  town  of  the  Volfci  j  beyond  that,  Cora;  which  was  likewife  an  an- 
tient  town  of  the  fame  people.  On  the  broad  declivity  of  a  hill  to  the 
right,  was  a  long  ftretch  of  the  marflx  of  Pomptina;  and,  at  the  extent 
of  the  horizon,  the  high  promontory  of  Circe.  I  was  not  a  little  de- 
lighted to  fee  the  regions  of  Homer. 

Homer  called  this  promontory  an  ifland.  Either  the  marfh  of  Pomp- 
tin9s,  in  antient  times,,  extended  to  what  is  now  the. land  fide  of  this 
hill,  or  Homer,  having  feen  it  from  the  fea,  fuppofed  it  to  be  an 
ifland* 

Cluverius,  who  was  no  lefs  acute  than  induftrious  in  his  enquiries, 
fays  that  the  hill  appeared,  as  well  by  fea  as  on  fliore,  to  be  an  ifland  f ; 
and,  from  the  place  where  I  flood,  I  fliould  have  taken  it  for  a  high 
iflandt     It  appears  to  me  about  as  high  as,  or  perhaps  higher  than,  the 

Ktfmi  iuvrhOMOfAo^y  hivn  Sep;,  cuiiifieff^a. 

Ody.x.  135,36. 

Now  dropp'd  our  anchors  in  th'  Aean  bay. 
Where  Circe  dwelt,  the  daughter  of  the  day. 

Pope,  b.  x.  157. 

t  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 

3  F  2  ifland 
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illand  Gorgone  j  Vvhich  we  faw  at  Pifa.  The  villa  of  Antoninus  Pius^ 
ftood  near  the  antient  Latin  town  Lanuvium;  which  was  the  native 
place  of  this  Emperor;  and  dill  more  near  to  the  temple  and  grove  of 
yuno  Sofpita^  mentioned  by  Livy  and  other  writers.  This  temple 
muft  ha:ye  been  famous  in  the  fourth  century  after  the  building  of 
Rome,  when  the  Romans  granted  the  rights  of  citizens  to  the  people 
of  Lanuvium^  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  things  in  commoni  except  the 
ufe  of  this  temple  and  grove  *.  The  foundation  of  the  temple  is  ftiU 
vifible.  As  I  entered  the  littljs  town  of  Lanuvium^  which  is  now  Qalle4 
Chit  a  Lavina^  Signor  Fea  pointed  out  to  me  the  remains  of  two  beau* 
tiful  pillars  that  now  fupport  a  cellar  in  a  wretched  houfe,  and  which  i( 
is  probable  formerly  belonged  to  the  temple  of  Juno* 

The  modem  name  of  this  town  has  led  many,  even  among  the  Italian 
antiquaries,  into  a  whimfical  error :  they  confound  Lanuvium  with 
Lavinium ;  which  is  fituated  beGde  the  Tea ;  from  which  Lanuvium  is 
diftant  two  German  miles.  One  error  gave  rife  to  another,  and  it  has 
farther  been  affirmed  that  the  fea,  which  aflually  has  receded  from  the 
'  fhore,  formerly  walked  it&  walla.  There  is  an  iron  ring  in  the  wall 
«f  a  houfe,  to  which,  according  to  their  account,  £neas,  when  he  land-^ 
ed)  moored  his  vefieL 

Near  La  Riccia,  I  faw  at  this  time  an  almond  tree  in  bloom.     What 
a  climate  is  this  \ 

•  Liv%  viii.  I4# 
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.       LETTER    LIV. 

Rome^  2 ift  January  ijgi, 

1  HAVE  feen  the  famous  pidure  of  Raphael,  the  transfi- 
guration ;  which  is  in  the  church  of  San  Pietro  in  Moniorio.  Confident 
in  his  own  powers,  he  haS  been  daring  beydnd  imitation :  or  perhaps  he 
has  done  that,  of  which,  if  it  be  blameable,  he  knew  the  defefts  would 
be  overpowered  by  the  beauty  of  the  thought,  and  its  execution.  A 
getiiua  like  Raphael  will  Hand  in  no  need  of  pardon:  he  will  rather 
enforce  aftoniflimeilt.  He  will  deliberately  bid  defiance  to  rule  j  and 
will  delight  himfelf  with  his  own  daring. 

The  fports  of  genius  are  proper  to  itfelf.  Raphael  has  ihewn  us^ 
Chrift  high  in  the  clouds :  a  little  lower,  above  the  mountain,  Elias 
and  Mofes  are  hovering :  John»  James,  and  Peter,  lie  extended  in^ 
ccftacy  on  its  fummitj  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  is  the  poflefled  man, 
out  of  whom  the  other  difciplcs  could  not  drive  the  Devil  during  the 
abfence  of  Chrift. 

At  what  place  could  we  be  ftationed^  fo  as  to  fee  at  once  the  figni- 
ficant  countenances  of  all  thefe  perfons  ?  '  Raphael  afibrds  no  time  t^ 
the  feverity  of  criticifm.  His  illufipns  are  enchanting !  Terror  feizes 
us,  at  the  afpe<a  of  the  poflefled  youth !  We  participate  the  embar- 
paflment  of  the  difciplcs,  the  attention  of  the  fped:ators,  the  anguifh  of 
the  enquiring  eyes  of  the  father,  who  wiflies  to  know  if  his  fon  caa  be 
relieved,  and  the  bitter  grief  of  the  mother  and  the  fitter!  Our  eye 
fearfully  wanders  farther  :  we  are  entranced  with  the  difciples :  with 
the  two  great  prophets,  we  ardently  afpire  after  heaven ;  afpirewith 
them  to  approach  him  who  afcends  in  clemency,  furrounded  by  the  rays 
o£  eternal  glory!  lun  who  beama with love^  with  grace,  with  dig^ 

nity/ 
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nity  undefcribable  !  his  devotion  rifingin  ecftacy ;  his  merCf  a&d  lnfi*< 
nite  benevolence  defcending  to  blefs  the  earth ! 
Snarler,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  Critic,  where  is  thy  viftory  I 


LETTER      LV, 


Romet  23d  Janiuuy  1791. 

JM  O  private  perfon  in  Europe,  and  very  few  princes,  pofTefs 
fo  ample  and  excellent  a  coUedlion  of  antiques  as  the  Prince  Borghefe, 
in  his  villa ;  which  is  near  the  walls  of  Rome.  A  mere  catalogue  of 
them  would  fill  many  pages.  I  fhall  confequently  be  obliged  to  fol- 
low my  ufual  cuftom,  of  mentioning  none  but  fuch  as  I  think  are  the 
moft  meritorious. 

The  very  walls  of  the  houfe,  particularly  toward  the  garden,  are 
embellifhed  with  feveral  bajjirelievi  offarcopbagi^  many  of  which  would 
probably  be  the  principal  ornaments  of  a  German  or  Northern  cabinet 
of  art.  I  much  doubt  whether  any  king  poiTeffes  fix  pillars  of  lutna'- 
celloy  or  (hell  marble  *,  in  his  moft  magnificent  apartment,  equal  to 
thofe  which  are  placed  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the  villa.  You  know 
that  I  do  not  fet  any  extraordinary  value  upon  things  of  this  kind  ;  the 
exceffive  pomp  of  which  was  efteemed,  by  the  nobleft  men  of  antienC 
Rome,  as  the  harbinger  and  the  caufe  of  its  decline  f :  but  I  laugh,  when 

I  recoi- 
ls A  fpecies  of  marble,  mixed  with  petrified  fhells  of  periwinkles,  which  it  is  faid  is  no 
longer  to  be  found.     T. 

f  When  Fabius  had  taken  Tarentum,  he  left  the  citizens  their  beautiful  ftatues,  con- 
cealing a  ferious  thought  in  a  jeft.  <<  Let  u»/'  faid  he,  *<  leave  the  Tarentines  their  jhgry 

Gods  I" 
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I  recoiled  how  many  of  our  little  and  our  great  grandees  boaft  of  a 
colledlian  of  rarities  which  the  people  here,  who  are  accuftomed  to 
what  is  really  rare,  would  trample  under  foot, 
:   The  following  works  you  will  no  doubt  think  interefting. 

A  ftatue ;  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Mafinifla,  King  of  Numidia;' 
Mr.  Hirt  believes:  it  to  be  Segeftus  ;  who,  unworthy  of  his  great  fon^. 
Hermanns,  was  the  ally  of  the  Romans..  The  breeches  that  he  wears,, 
the  manner  in  which  his  hair  is  tied,  and  the  traits  of  his  countenance^ 
may  well  indicate  an  antient  German ;  but  certainly  not  a  Numidian.^ 

A  baflb  relievo.  In  works  of  this  kind,  the  antients  repeatedly  pre- 
fented  the  fame  perfon  as  acting,  or  a£ked  upon,  at  different  points  of 
time :  a  fault  with  which  fome  of  our  old  painters  are  reproached* 
Of  this  fault  the  prefent  baflb  relievo  is  guilty.  The  figure  of  Achilles 
is  wanting :  but  we  fee  the  kneeling  and  entreating  Priam,  befide  the 
body  of  Heftor,  and,  immediately  afterward,  in  the  middle  of  the 
marble,  Heftor  is  already  brought  back  ;  and  the  weeping  Andro- 
mache, the  little  Aftyanax^  with  his  nurfe,  Helen,  and  others,  are- 
furrounding  and  contemplating  the  body.  CaiTandra  is  turning  toward^ 
Troy ;  with  her  head  thrown  back,,  and  her  arms  ftretched  upward  tO/ 
heaven.  In  her  we  behold  the  lamenting,  prophetefs,  foreboding  the 
fall  of  Troy- 

A  ftatue ;  which  till  lately  was  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Mars*  Winkel- 
mann  himfelf  was  of  this  opinion^     How  could  Achilles  remain  fo^ 

Gods  !"    Cato  of  Utica)  having  conquered  the  iiland  of  Cyprus  in  the  name  of  Rome, . 
took  no  ftatue  but  that  of  Zeno,  "  For  Zeno  taught  me,**  faid  this  great  man,  **  to  prize 
that  which  was  great  greatly ;  and  that  which  was  little  but  little;'^    Cicero,  in  the  fame 
fpirit,  fpeaks  with  indignation  of  the   excefllve  admiration  in  which  the  works   of- 
art  were  held,  in  fcveral  of  his  orations  againft  the  plunderer  and  connoifleur  Verres^ 
Cicero  even  capricioufly  vaunted  of  his  ignorance  of  fuch  things;  the  beauty  of  wWch 
however  he  well  underftood.    His  letter  to  Fabius  Gallus  (Lib.  vii.  Epift.  ad  fainiL)t. 
and  his  fifth  paradox^  are  remarkable  ^  and  ought  to  be  read  to  thofe  who  affeft  to  be 
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long  unknown  ?  Who  that  ever  read  and  felt  the  Iliad  could  faXi  to 
recognize  the  hero  ?  It  needed  not  the  outward  token,  at  the  ankle ; 
the  part  by  which  Thetb  held  him  when,  endeavouring  to  render 
him  invulnerable,  ihe  dipped  him  in  the  Styx,  and,  unknowing  what 
{he  did,  by  grafping  the  leg  with  her  hand^  left  an  entrance  for  de^^h. 
For  my  own  part,  I  wifh  the  artift  had  omitted  this  tale  of  later 
times ;  and  not  of  Homer :  unworthy  as  it  is  of  the  Achilles  of  the 
Father  of  Poetry.  The  whole  ftatue  is  full  of  dignity,  and  beauty  ;  of 
the  aSivity,  the  power,  and  the  fire,  of  Achilles.  How  charafterifttc 
is  this  form  !  this  mixture  of  heroic  courage  and  youthful  impetuofity ! 
of  native  benevolence  and  iron  inflexibility  !  So  could  Achilles  have 
raged  over  the  dead  body  of  the  noble  Heftor :  and  fo  would  have 
been  obliged  to  melt,  as  he  liftened  to  the  entreating  Priam.  While 
the  monarch  only  entreated,  he  could  ftart  paflionately  away ;  but, 
when  he  beheld  the  tears  of  Priam  dropping  over  Heftor,  he  could  not 
forget  that  he  had  left  an  antient  father  at  home.  His  foul  was  fofl-i 
ehed  ;  and  fympathetic  tears  began  to  flow.  He  could  not  refill  con- 
doling with  the  affliAed  Priam,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  and  banifliing 
all  fear  from  the  heart  of  the  aged  King. 

A  luiffh  relievo  J  upon  ?,farcophagus  ;  reprefenting  the  death  of  Mclea- 
^er*  In  this  likewife  the  unity  of  time  is  not  obferved^  You  fee 
Mcleager  in  combat  with  his  uncles,  in  one  place  ;  and  in  another  you 
behold  the  enamoured  lovtr  of  Taegea,  by  whom  the  two  uncles,  who 
took  the  fkin  of  the  wild  boar  from  Atalanta,  had  already  been  mur- 
dered. 

At  a  diflance  (lands  the  mother,  holding  the  brand  on  which  the 
life  of  her  fon  depended :  for,  after  having  been  delivered  of  her  child, 
ihe  beheld  the  Parca^  who  threw  a  brand  into  the  fire,  and  fang 

Tempora^  dikerunt,  eadcm  lignoque  tibiquiy 
OmedonaU^  damus. 

Ovid.  lib.  vili.  454* 
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■  To  this  red  brand  and  tjicc, 

Oh  new  born  babe,  we  give  an  equal  deftiny. 

So  vaniflied  out  of  view 

Drtden. 

.  The  mother  fprang  to  the  brand,  fnatched  it  from  the  flames,  and 
preferved  it  moft  carefully :  but,  in  her  rage  for  the  murder  of  her 
brothers,  Ihe  afterward  caft  it  in  the  fire.  One  of  the  Furies  is  rc- 
prefented  as  exciting  her  wrath.     Near  the  Fury  ftands  the  Goddefs 

.  of  Deftiny,  with  her  foot  Hopping  her  wheel. 


DextraqUg  averfa  tremtnti 


Fwiereum  torrtm  mtdios  conjecit  in  ignts^ 

For  the  laft  time,  the  mother  lifts  het  hand, 
.     .        Averts  her  eyes,  and  half  unwilling  drops  the  brand. 

pRYDEN. 

In  the  centre  of  the  baflb  relievo  the  fick  Meleager  is  Jyipg ;  with 
his  lamenting  fifters  by  his  bedfide,  one  of  whom  is  adminifterii^g 
medicine.  An  antient  pedagogue  ilands  mourning  :  but  the  affli^ion 
pf  his  old  nurfe  appears  to  be  the  oaoil  clamorous. 

Ag^enfive  man,  fitting  wrapt  up  in  a  fmooth  mantle,  negligently 
thrown  about  him,  has  been  called  a  Bellfarius  :  but  the  declining  arts 
could  not  have  produced  a  work  equal  to  this,  in  the  age  of  Bellfarius. 
Mr.  Hirt  fuppofes  it  to  be  a  Chryfippus,  It  appears  indeed  to  be  one 
of  the  ftoic  philofophers  :  and  who  among  them,  after  Zerlo,  Was  fo 
celebrated  as  Chryfippus  ? 

A  vafe  }  with  mafks  of  fatyrs,  and  nehridcs^  or  fkins  of  young  deer, 
in  which  the  Fauns  were  accuftomed  to  clothe  chemfelves,  hanging  to 
tbyrfu 

A  capacious  and  very  beautiful  vafe  of  Ariadne,  playjng  on  the  lyre 
to  Bacchus  j  with  Fauns  and  Bacchantes  dancing*  The  intoxicated 
ftate  of  one  of  the  Bacchantes  is  moft  excellently  exprefled,  in  all  the 
parts  of  the  body,  in  the  head  thrown  backward,  in  the  fwelling  necjc, 
and  in  the  floating  hair.     Silenus  is  fupported  by  Fauns.     The  ojd 

VouL  3G  drunkard 
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drunkard  is  charaderized  as  well  by  this  jpaffive  incident  as*  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  confequences  of  excefs  of  wine  arc  vidbly  pour^ 
traycd. 

Had  Leffing  examined  more  works  of  antient  art,  he  would  not 
have  affirmed  that  the  Greeks  had  only  reprefented  the  beautiful.  I 
acknowledge  the  poffibi)ity  of  imparting  horrible  beauty  to  the  Furies  ; 
and  probably  of  terror  to  the  Graces.  The  antients  had  their  terrible 
Graces  {(pofteoa^  yctf*Ta$).  A  grand  thought!  But  many  of  their  Furies 
are  armed  with  ftill  more  horrid  terrors :  Furies  like^thefe,-  with  their 
drunken  Silenusj  handled  in  a  manner  fo  difgiifting ;  a  manner  which 
furpafles  nature  itfelf,  and  the  reprefentation  of  which  is  made  dura^ 
ble  in  marble.  They  likewife  had  their  Marfyas,  flayed  at  the  conx- 
mand  of  Apollo ;  and  other  reprefentations  of  the  fame  kind  prove 
that  the  antients,  though  comparatively  feldom,  have  repeatedly  em^ 

/ployed  their  powers  on  the  dilagreeable,  and  the  terribte.     The  eternal 

.  principle  of  art  was,  an<f  is,  to  combine  the  rigorous  reality  of  truth 

>with  the  Htmeft  ftretch  of  poetic  reality.  Happy  th'C  artift,- happy  the 
poet,  who  thus  knows  to  unite  the  laws  of  truth  witlv  the  fdedlion*  ef 
the  fublime  and  beautiful.  , 

Thefe  vafes,  and  many  others,  are  decorated  with  figures^,  fome  of 
which  reprefent  Bacchus,  and  others  the  perfons  and  things  by  which 

*  he  was  charaderized.      The   Drama  vrzB   cohfecrated .  to   Bacchus. 

'  Thefpis,  whofe  vagabond  car  was  the  cradle  of  the  tragic  Mufe,  at 
each  reprefentation  accepted  of  a  goat ;  which  was  the  enemy  of  the 

r  grape,  and  was  facrificed  to  Bacchirs.  From  the  word  Tragos^  which^ 
in  the  language  of  the  Greeks  fignified  a  goat,  Tragedy  derived  its 
name. 

In  later  times,  thofe  poets  whofe  pieces  gained  the  prize  were  pre- 
fented  with  a  vafe;  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  feveral  of  thefe 

'  vafes,  which  are  ornamented  with  Bacchantes,  nebrides,  thyrfi,  the 
figures  of  Bacchus,  Ariadne,  Sileiius,  and  other*,  had  been  the  prizes 
of  foqp^e  trajgic  or  comic  poet.  ^ 

•  A  Boxer, 
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A  Boxer,  with  nothing  but  leather  firings  round  his  hands  and  arms  : 
the  ceftus  therefore  was  not  always  furniflied  with  knobs  of  iron. 
The  attitude  in  which  this  pugilift  (lands  is  excellent.  He  ftrikes,  and 
throws  back  his  body  upon  his  guard.  You  imagine  you  behold  his 
antagonift  j  whom,  though  the  great  artift  could  not  reprefent,  he  knew 
how  to  make  you  fuppofe. 

A  Faun,  fufFering  another  Faun  to  draw  a  thorn  out  of  his  foot. 
To  prevent  himfelf  from  falling,  he  holds  with  both  hands  by  the  (lump 
of  a  tree,  on  which  he  fits  ;  and,  pitifully  crying,  turns  back  his  head. 
The  other  Faun  fupports  himfelf  on  one  knee.  The  very  careful 
good  will  with  which  he  is  gently  drawing  the  thorn  from  the  foot  has  ' 
a  very  comic  effeft  on  his  Faun  countenance. 

Three  flecping  Cupids  ;  all  of  them  lovingly  lying  one  over  another* 

Two  Cupids  and  a  goat.  One  milks  j  and  the  other  drinks  out  of 
a  cup  with  infantine  fatisfadion. 

The  dancing  Hours,  in  bafTo  relievo,  abound  in  grace.  The  Hours, 
painted  by  Guido  in  his  Aurora,  muft  have  been  taken  from  thefe, 

Venus  girding  herfelf  with  the  fword  of  Mars;  and  Cupid  trying 
on  the  helmet. 

A  common  Venus  (in  oppofition  to  the  heavenly  Venus,  which  was 
named  Fe;txs  Urania)  who  has^  clipped  the  wings  of  Cupid,  which  £he 
is  holding  in  her  hand.  The  boy  weeps  pitifully.  How  charming 
IS  this  fubjedl  j  and  how  full  of  deep  reflection ! 

The  Gladiator  j  fo  called.  This  is  one  of  the  noble  ft  works  of  Gre- 
cian  art,  and  is  very  improperly  called  the  Gladiator.  The  beft 
informed  connoifTeurs  have  now  difcovered  it  to  be  a  hero.  The  figure 
is  perfedly  beautiful :  not  the  beautiful  of  imagination,  but  of  nature, 
formed  in  her  luckieft  moments ;  when,  to  all  that  was  beautiful,  (lie 
added  all  that  was  great ;  when  fhe  was  guilty  of  no  excefs ;  of  no- 
thing too  little,  nor  any  thing  too\much.  With  all  the  reality  of  life, 
the  ftrength  of  age  in  its  prime,  and  the  dignified  courage  of  adive 
power,  he  ftands  immQveable  as  manhood,  agile  as  youth.     He  leans 

3  Gf  2  forward, 
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forward,  fupported  on  the  right  leg,  the  left  ftretched  out  behinde 
From  the  left  (houlder  to  the  left  heel,  you  may  draw  a  right  line* 
With  his  left  hand,  he  covers  himfelf  by  his  little  round  fliicld ;  and 
in  his  right,  which  is  drawn  backward,  he  holds  a  fhort  javelin.  His 
attitude  is  the  attitude  of  power  in  aSion,  which  cannot  (land  ftilL 
How  could  the  mafter  feize  the  very  moment  when  nature,  in  motion, 
fliould  affume  this  attitude  !  It  would  not  be  poffible  for  man  to  ftand 
thus  for  a  minute  before  a  painter.  I  may  as  well  afk  how  could 
Raphael  paint  the  heavenly  flight  of  the  winged  angels  in  Heliodorus, 
whofe  feet  while  they  touch  are  quitting  the  earth,  and  whofe  flaming 
hair  ftreams^  backward  ?  In  inflances  like  thefe,  model  is  out  of  the 
queftion. 

In  the  ftatue,  we  fhould  have  difcovered  the  hand  and  the  genius  of 
a  Greek,  though  the  Greek  mafter  had  not  infcribed  his  name  on  the, 
work.  He  was  called  Agafias,  the  fon  of  Dofitheus ;  and  was  of 
Ephefus.  It  would  greatly  promote  the  knowledge  of  art,  could  we 
difcover  who  were  his  contemporaries. 

A  Silenus,  holding  a  young  Bacchus  in  his  arms,  is  very  expreflSve. 
The  boy  looks  with  infantine  kindnefs  on  Silenus :  Silenus  with 
anxious  love  on  the  boy.     It  is  an  excellent  piece. 

An  old  Centaur,  wuth  his  hands  bound  behind  him.  A  Cupid  is 
riding  on  his  back ;  whom  the  Centaur  endeavours  to  brufli  away  with 
his  tail  as  a  horfe  does  a  fly ;  but  turns  at  the  fame  time  with  an  en- 
treating look  toward  Cupid.  The  thought  is  fine.  The  animal  part 
ufes  its  arms  often  inftindlively,  when  they  cannot  afford  any  help. 
The  hands  of  man  are  bound  by  men :  his  proper  limbs  are  impeded, 
by  their  own  power,  at  the  very  time  they  entreat  to  be  free.  The 
fympathy  of  regret  and  the  abufe  of  power  are  reciprocal. 

The  piftures  of  this  palace  are  placed  in  the  uppermoft  ftories. 

A  Venus  ftanding,  by  Paul  Veronefe,  is  of  extraordinary  beauty* 

A  Venus  lying,  by  Titian. 

One  entire  apartment  is  filled  with  landfcapes  by  Van  Blumen,  or 
I  Bloemen, 
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BToemeni  a  Flemifli  painter.  They  are  excellent^  yet  lofe  of  their 
effeft'  by  being  thus  aflembled  together.  This  painter^s  fky  has  always 
the  fame  deep  blue  colour.  The  fimilarity  of  his  horizons  was  fo  great 
that  the Ttalians  called  him  Orizonte;  by  which  name  alone  he  is 
fcnown  in  Rome. 

A  John  the  Baptift^  by  Mengs.  Mengs  was  a  great  matter,  and 
deeply  initiated  in  the  fecrets  of  the  art.  It  may  no  doubt  be  difgrace- 
ful  to  me  ftiouldl  fay  that  his  pictures,  in  my  apprehenfion^  always 
appear  cold.     Yes,  no  doubt  it  may  ;  and  yet     ■     ■ 

Some  excellent  animals,  by  Wenceflaus  Peter. 

An  apartment  entirely  filled  with  landfcapes  by  Hackert.  The 
pencil  of  this  great  mafter  is  known  to  you.  It  is  known  how  he 
embraces  Nature,  is  favoured  by  her,  and  is  an  honour  to  her.  His 
excellent  choice  of  fubjedls,  and  his  animated  delineation  of  them, 
are  equally  known.  / 

There  are  varrous  ftatues  2x1^  farcophagl  in  the  garden.     I  fliall- 
feled  firft  a  large  chandelier,  which*  Hands  on  a  triangular  marble 
pedeftal,  in  order  to  (hew  how"  eafily  miftakes  may  be  committed, 
refpedling  antient  art.     Three  bajjl  r^//m  reprefent  the  twelve  fuperior 
deities,  under  which  the  inferior  are  placed. 

Onebaflb  relievo  has  been  repaired,  and  badly  repaired  :  on  the  lower 
part  of  a  Vulcan,  the  upper  part  of  a  Juno  has  been  placed  ;  by  which 
means  the  tongs  of  the.  limping  God  are  put  into  her  handi  Winkel- 
mann  (uppofed  this  to  be  the  figure  of  2l  Juno  Lucina^  holding  thefe 
tongs  to  affift  in  childbirth;  I  doubt  if  any  fuch  inftrument  were 
known  to  the  antients :  but  fuppofing  it  had  been  known,  what  an  idea  ! 

On  another  baflb  relievo,  in  the  fame  garden,  Jupiter  is  fitting  oa^ 
the  back  part  of  a  Centaur.  Winkelmann  fays  he  is  going  to  the 
chace.  The  connoiffeur  frequently  formed  his  judgment  from  copies  : 
had  he  examined  the  originals  of  all  that  he  has  defcribed,  he  would 
in  the  firft  inftance  have  fecn  the  blunder  of  repairing  that  I  have 
defcribed ;  and  iit  this  the  ftar  in  the  comer  of  the  marble^     He  would 

have 
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have  compared  this  bajfo  relievo  with  two  pthers  that  belong  to  It,  and 
would  have  difcovered  that  thefubjeQ:  Was  aftronomical ;  and  that  it 
was  the  planet  Jupiter,  reprefenf  ed  in  the  fign  of  the  Centaur  Sagittarius. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  be  guihy  of  detra&ion  ^gainft  this 
learned,  this  acute  man  ;  and,  what  is  more,  this  man  whofe  fenfi- 
bility  was  fo  much  atlive.  1  honour  his  merit,  and  am  not  ignorant 
how  highly  he  promoted  the  knowledge  of  art,  and  eljpecially  of  anti- 
quity:  • 

■■     ■    '  neque  illi  defmhere  aujim 
Hitrentem  capiti  multa  cum  laude  coronanu 

Hob.  Sat.  lib.  i.  lo. 

Nor^rom  his  head  (hall  I  prefumc  to  tear 
That  facrcd  wreath  he  well  deferves  to  wear. 

fRAKCIS. 

I  fpeak  only  to  warn.  The  flowers  which  flourifli  in  Rome  decay 
and  li^  confounded  in  cabinets.  'Winkelm^nn  himfelf  daggered. 
What  muft  thofe  loud  talkers  do,  who  not  only  did  not  poflefs  his 
intelligence,  and  ^good  tafte,  but  who  have  never  feen  the  remains  of 
antiquity? 

I  have  already  mentioned  to  you  the  very  fpacious  and  pleafant  gar- 
den of  the  villa  Borghefe.  Oh  that  we  could  ftray  together  among 
its  groves,  together  could  wander  among  the  ruins  of  Rome,  and 
together  recHne  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Nemi,  befide  the  r-ufhing 
fountain  of  Egeria ! 

We  have  feen  the  Aurora  of  Guido,  in  the  palace  RofpigJio/i.     This 
pidure  is  called  the  Aurora  becaufej^  of  dk\  the  beautiful  iigures  it  • 
contains,  that  of  Aiurora  is  the  moft  beautiful.     Phcebus  is  feated  in 
his  chariot,  drawn  by  four  foaming  horfes,  the  flyit\g  (peed  of  which 
he  is  guiding.     Round  him  dance  feven  lovely  virgins,  the  Hours  *. 

'  •  •  Af  a<,  daughters  of  Zeus  and  Themis.  They  wer«  the  goddeilcs  of  the  hoursj  dF 
the  icafons,  and  of  *the  life  of  man;  particulatly  of  yoOth:  ifor  whidi  oreafon  Hviiler, 
lA'his  fecond^hymD  to  .Venus*.  xBakr94hi9  goddcfs  to  be  «tiufed  by  the  Hbur«.    ' 
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Ovef  the  horfes,  the  figure  of  a  boy,  with  a  torch,  hovers ;  denoting 
the  morning  ftar :  and,  preceding  them  all,  with  flying  drapery,  her 
hair  floating  backward  j  and  fcattfering  flowers  with  both  hands,  Aurora 
glides  along.  She  ttlrris  to  Itook  at  the  bright  God  of  day,  whofe 
beautiful  countenance  beams  upon  and  enlightens  her  fovely.  face* 
His  fpreading  rays  are  diffixfed,  in  a  joyous  and  cherifliing  manner, 
through  the  whole  pidure.  -  The  fea  has  that  deep  blue  with  which, 
as  the  clouds 'difappear  at  break  of  day,. it  is  tinged,  before  the  morn- 
ing fun  burfts  upon  its  waves. 

A'fine  engraving  has  been  made*  of  this  pidiire,  by  an  artift  of 
Roiht;  which,  of  all  the  pieces  that  I  have  feen  of  this  kind,  in  the 
prefent  day,  appears  to  raethe  moft  excellent.  The  name  of  the  en- 
graver is  Morghen.  He  is  of  a  Grerman  family  ;  though  his  father, 
who  is  now  living  at  Naples,  was  an  Italian  born. 

The  following- verfesi  by  my  friend  Puccini,  are  written  under  the 
engraving : 

^adrijugli  inveBus  equis  Sol  aureus  exif, 
Guifeptem  variircTrcumflantvefttbusHonei 
Lueifer  ante  volat.     Rapidifuge  lampada  Solii^ 
Aurora f  umbrarum  vi3rix  ne  viBa  recedas* 

Brawn  by  four  foaming  {tbeds9.brjght>SoI  appears ! 
In  varied  vefts,  the  Hours  come  dancing  round  ! 
Lttciftr  flies  !  Fly  thou,  Aurora !  Fly 
The  rapid  fplendour  of  bis  golden  beams ;. 
Left,  conquerefs  of  the  (hades,  thou  conquered  be; 

Thid  morning,  we  have' a- third  time  been  tocontemplate  the  apart- 
ments- of  Raphaelv  in  the  Vatican :.  Puccini  w^nt  with. us..  This  man 
.  of  genius,-  of  feeling,  and  of  fire,  has  entered  more  deeply  into  the  fpirit 
of  Raphael)  and  hasr  better  underftood  his  immortal  w;orks,  than,  per- 
haps even  any  painter.^  Dante  would  have  faid  of  him  5*  e  iniernato 
nel  Rafaello.  He  is  entombed  in  RaphaeU.  What  beauties,  what 
thoughts,  haft  he  pointed  out  to  me.  from,  thefe  wonderful  productions ! 

How 
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How  di;eply  has  hetiived  into  this  Qpeanof  delight!  No  painter  ever 
like  .Raphael  poffefled  equal  ,wealtli.aad  equal  frugality.  He  eichibits 
nature  living  2yid  full  a^sihe  is^^but  not  joverflowing.  The  longer  wc 
look>  the  more  wexUfcaver.  Every  p^t{is^,a  poejp.  ,  Poets^  beware  hov^ 
.you  paint  tbQ  ntu^h  !  l^?.arii  the  .dignity,  of  poetry  !  .  Raphael, .  from 
whom^ll  painters  are  fo  infir^tely;  diftant,  was  thus. inimitably  great^ 
becaufe,  in, his  works,  he  was  not.pnly  a  poet,  but  a  philofophpr.  Per- 
J^ap?: he. never  wrote  a  line;  ;yet^evpp9ctS' ever. had  fa. many  poetical 
thoughts.  ., 

Since  the  death  of  •Raphs^el^.nxany.  of  his  .thoughts  remain- uaob- 
fdyy^d  in  thefe  pidures.  I  hope  that,..Puccip,i  ^will  benefit,  the  pubUc 
jwith  his  remarks,  and  his  difcoverieaj  which,  fhould  he  dp,  I  fliall  be 
^glad  to  have  given  you  this  notice*         .    ,    .  . ' 

In  expedation  of. thiscpleafmg  publication,  I  cannot  prevail  on  my- 
ielf  :to  fend  you  the  poor  remarks  I  am  -able  to  .make. 


LETTEH    LVL 


''  .  Rjomcg  a6th  January  1 79a. 

We  have  been  wandering  over  the  Palatine  hill,  among 

the  buried  ruins  of  the  great  Lords  of  the  world !     We  pafled  through 

a  garden  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Caefars,  was  called  the  garden  of 

^Adonis J  and  which  was  very  much  emhelliihed.by  Domitian.     Wie 

-then  proceeded,  to  the  baths  cf  the  Imperial  p^ilace;  ^hicb  had  long 

^beert  buried  under  rubbifh,  and  were  &ft*  Aicavtv^d.  'ux  i  7>4# 

Here  we  faw  two  fubterranean  rotottdas,  various  apartments,  and  a 

':hall.    Thefe,  as  well  as  the  rotundas,  haVe  fquare.  niches ;  in  which 

were'^he  bathing  vdOfels :  -and  round: nichia;. in  which  ftatnes. wefc 
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placed ;  but  thefe,  aa  well  as  the  other,  and  with  them  the  marble  with 
which  the  baths  were  faced  within,  were  taken  away  by  a  Frenchman, 
who  was  the  pofleflbr  of  the  garden. 

In  the  times  of  Auguftus,  the  water  ufed  for  the  baths  waa  carried 
in ;  but  under  later  Empesors  it  was  fuppiied  from  the  Qaudian  aqu^ 
Au£k,  and  the  A  nio. 

The  Palatiioe  may  figuratively  be  called  the  foundation,  or  cwner 
ftone,  of  antient  Rome.  Here  Romulus  began  to  build  the  immortal 
city ;  and  we  might  imagine  that  he  had  a  foreknowledge,  in  this  be* 
ginning,  of  its  immortality.  About  four  hundred  years  before  his  time, 
Erandert  on  this  height,  had  founded  his  little  fovereignty ;  and^  above 
eleven  hundred  years  after  Evander,  on  the  fpoth  fide  of  this  hill,  Au- 
guftuB  biult  hb  palace,  and  fucceeding  Emperora  endeavoured  to  rival 
each  other  in  thrar  magnificent  ftrudkures. 

Not  fatisfied  with  one  hill,  Nero  extended  his  golden  palace  over 
three;  the  Palatioe,  the  Efquiline,  and  the  Coeliua;  with  the  whole 
fpace  that  lay  between  them :  which  included  the  greateft  pdast  of  what 
was  properly  antient  Rome,  whofe  citizens  were  comprei&d  together 
in  the  evw  inertafmg  fuburbs* 

Galba  played  but  a  fiiort  part.  Otho  and  Vitellius  performed  their 
charadecs  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world  hot  wretchedly*  Vd^fian, 
Titus,  and  Domttian,  once  again  limited  themielves  to  the  Palatine : 
but  Domitian  bialt  new  palaces  on  this  hill^  from  which  hill  the  term 
/#/««  ia  derlvecL  From  the  Hippodrome  of  Auguftus^  which  is  now 
a  fruit  garden,  you  have  a  view  of  the  whole  circumference^  with  its 
walls  and  ruins. 

What  arecaUtsd  the  baths  of  Livia,  but  which  were  probably  the  work 
'of  Augufitts,  in  part  are  flill  remaining.  We  defcended  into  them  with 
coschea;  ftir  diey  are  fubterraiiean^  and  do  not  admit  of  day-^lighf.  Oa 
the  vffpgex:  arching,  which,  ia  ftiU  decocated  with  gold»  we  faw  Arabefe 
tarmmtoti ;  «nd  Httle  pQ^asres,  the  cQlcmrsr  Of  which  ace  idmoft  goiM 
and  the  dinnring  light; 
.Vol.1.  3H  Oa 
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On  the  eaft,  Domitian  had  built  a  great  hall  of.  audience :  Atdam 
Palathiam:  in  which  he  received  princes  and  foreign  ambafladors, 
and  probably  likewife  adminiftered  juftice. 

The  barracks,  for  the  Praetorian  guard,  were  built  round  the  hill  j 
which,  after  the  manner  of  the  Romans,  was  terraced.  Thefe  terraces 
were  erected  on  prodigious,  foundations  of  ftone;  under  which  wenj 
arcades,  that  ferved  partly  as  the  habitation  of  flaves,  and  partly  were 
embelliflied  to  ferve  as  cool  walks. 

Of  the  barracks  high  walls  are  remaining;  which  prove,  that  they 
confifted  of  two  ftories.  Aiiguftus  conftrudled  a  dolonnade  above 
them  ;  from  which  he  could  overlook  the  greateft  part'of  Ronic,  and 
the  furrounding  country.  The  Aventine  hill  lies  to  the  weft ;  and 
between  this  and  the  Palatine  the  great  Qrcus  extends  itfelf.  The 
elder  Tarquin  was  the  firft  that  began  it ;  and  he  furrounded  it  with 
wooden  benches.  By  Caefar,  it  was  ornamented  with  marble  feats,  and 
arcades.  This  Qrcus  would  contain  three  hundred  thoufand  fpeda- 
tors.  Auguftus  gave  it  the  additional-decoration  of  an  Egyptian  Obe- 
Jilk ;  and  a  ftill  much  greater  obelifk  was  placed  there  by  Conftantine^ 
The  laft  now  ftands  on  the  Lateran ;  and  the  firft  ojx  the  Piazza  del' 
'Popolo  :  the  place  of  the  people.  . 

Here  we  ftill  fee  the  pulvinar^  or  the  tribune  of  Auguftus ;  and  hk 
txedra  is  ftill  ftanding  in  the  Hippodrome.  The  exedra  waj  ^  kind 
of  building  that  was  fo  called,  by  the  Romans,  and  that  was  open  ia 
front,  half  circular,  and  arched  like  the  choirs  of  many  churches  ;  or 
like  the  half  feftion  of  a  rotunda. 

Of  the  moft  magnificent  of  the  buildings  of  the  Palatine  hill,  at  leaft 
the  moft  beautiful  that  were  there  in  the  time  of  Auguftus^  the  temple 
of  the  Palatine  Apollo,  there  is  now  no  remaining  trace. .  Itftood  on  a: 
fpot  -which  is  now  occupied  by  a  Francifcan  cloifter.  Propertius  has 
given  us  a  defcription  of  this  building,  which  fuflGlciently  infpires  us: 
with  an  idea  of  its  great  beauty.  The  ftatues  of  the  fifty  daughters  of 
Danaus  ftood  in  the  portico,  between  pillars  of  Punic  marble:-  gudlo 

anticQk. 
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4fnttco.  The  marble  image  of  the  God  was  not  merely  beautiful,  and 
animated,  but  appeared  as  if  infpired.  The  altar  was  furrounded  by 
four  life-breathing  animals,  the  workmanfhip  of  Myron.  I  do  not 
here  fpeak  of  the  altar  within  the  building ;  but  of  the  altar  without 
the  temple.  The  temple  itfelf  was  of  white  marble.  On  the  frohtif- 
piece  was  the  golden  chariot  of  the  Sun.  The  folding  doors  were  of 
ivory,  embelliihed  with  bojfft  relievi ;  one  of  which  reprefented  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Gauls  from  Parnaffus,  and  the  other  the  ftory  of  Niobe  *• 
Within  the  temple  flood  Apollo,  between  Latona  and  Diana  f . 

Two  libraries  were  on  the  fide  of  the  temple;  one  of  Greek  authors, 
and  one  of  Latin.    Celfus,  a  young  poet,  who,  as  it  appears,  ww  very 

•  Paurania$,  b.  x.  23,  where,  with  the  licence  of  fable,  this  defeat  of  the  Gauls  is  dc- 
fcribed. 

f  ^arts  cur  veniam  tibi  tardior  ?  Aurea  Phoebi 

Porticus  a  magno  Cafare  apertafuit.  «  • 

Tota  erat  infpeciem  Pctnis  digefta  columnis : 
.     .  Inter  quas  Danaiftmina  turhafenis. 

Hie  equidem  Phctho  vifus  mthi  puhhrior  ipfi 

Marmoreus  tacita  carmen  hiare  lyra*        , 
Atque  aram  circum  Jleterani  armenta  Myronis 

^attior  arttficis  vividajlgna  bows. 
Turn  medium  claro  furgebat  marmare  tempfum, 

Et  patria  Pbwbo  carius  Ortygia.    : 
Aurofolis  eratfupra  fafiigia  currus^ 

£t  valvse  Libyci  nobile  dent  is  opus. 
Altera  deje^9S  Parnajft  Venice  Galtos^ 

Altera  moerebat  funera  Tantalidos. 
Deinde  inter  matrem  Deus ipfe  interque  fororem  .     /  ]  '  •• 

,    Pythiits  in  loaga  carinina  vejlefofimt.   '  -  . , 

Propert.  il.  elegia  29 

1  know  not  on  what  tradition  Propertiiw  makes  Ortygia  the  native  place  of  Ap^Ho? 
Homer  make$  Delos  his  place  of  birth,  and  Ortygii  that  of. Diana..  Xhi^,  has  been  thtf 
prevailing  opinion ;  though  later  mythologifts  give  t>clos  as  tjhjs  native  gouuuy  of  both. 

3  H  2        ^         "      '       '      willing 
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vrUiing  loappropnate  to  hinafelf  the  tboughu  (^  great  wrilcrf,  is  thu» 
warned  to  greater  caution  by  Horace  : 

Privaias  nt  quarat  opes^  et  tangerc  vitet 
Scripta  JPalatinus  juacunque  recrpit  Apollo. 

HoR,  1.  cp.  3,  yer.  |<S,  17* 

Let  Celfus  be  admoDifli'd^  o'er  and  o*er. 
To  fearch  ihc  trcafurcs  of  his  native  (lore. 
Nor  touch  what  Phoebus  confecrates  to  fame. 

FRAKCiar. 

Wonr  this  very  temple  of  Apollo  now  ftanding,  however  it  might 
have  afFedled  me,  I  (hould  have  been  ftill  more  affeded  by  the  north 
weft  part  of  the  Palatine,  which  is  called  Fdia.  Here  it  vraa  that  the 
noble  Valerius,  who  had  fo  great  a  part  in  the  expuKion  of  the  Tar- 
quins,  had  built  his  houfe.  That  envy  to  which  his  renown  had  given 
birth  was  his  calumniator :  the  people  were  told  he  wa«  ambitious  of 
the  fupreme  rule,  for  his  hotsfe  overlooked  the  whole  city,  tike  a  for-- 
trefs.  .  He  heard  the  cahxmny  vnth  virtuous  indignation,  and  caufed 
the  people  to  be  aflembled.  Being  Conful,  he  commanded  the  lidors 
to  lower  the  fafces  before  the  people,  thus  aflembled,  as  an  acknowledge 
ment  of  their  fovereig^j:  after  which^  he  thus  complamed  of  the  in*» 
juftice  of  his  fellow-citizens : 

**  Can  virtue  find  no  fufficient  proof,  that  (hall  fecure  it  againft  fuf- 
^^  picion  ?  Is  your  confidence  m  me  fo  unftable  that  it  depends  more 
*•  on  where,  than  what,  I  am^  No,.  Quiritest  the  houfe  of  Publius 
^  Valerius  fhall  be  na  abftade  to  youc  freedom  !  You  fhall  be  lecure 
"  from  Velia.  Not  only  in:  the  plaiti  but  immediately  under  the  hill 
•*  will  I  build  my  houfe ;  that  it  may  be  overlooked  by  the  fufpicious 
**  tUiftCM.  Lefc  the  man.  buiid  oa  Velia^  who  i«  a  better  guardiaa  of 
^inwi^m^^vL  Pvblius  Valeriua" 

ilctordtn^,  he  ordered  hi?  homfe  to  be  pulled  down,  and  built  an-* 

other 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERO,  42^ 

(Hbef  in  the  place  bek>^ ;  aod  the  people  honoured  hita  with  tht  Cut'* 
name  of  Publicola. 

The  new  palaces  of  Domitian  did  not  fingly  occupy  the  open  place 
of  the  Palatine ;  lue  likewise  bujlt  a  F9rum  therc>  and  Nerva  inclofed  it 
by  building  a  greater.  The  Forum  of  Nerva  exteriorly. had  an  irregular 
form ;  as  may  at  prefent  be  feen,  by  the  verjr  flroftg  and  lofty  Ivalls 
that  almoft  furround  it.  This  building  is  of  the  tuftic  kind,  and  fug- 
gefted  the  model  of  the  palaces  of  Florence ;  which  moft  of  them  ard 
of  ruftic  archite<aure<  The  IntQfttioa  of  a  FormA  was  properly  a  court 
of  juftice  :  bafdicg,  or  courts  of  juftice,  were  built  within  it ;  and  there 
are  ftill  three  large  Coriufhian  pillars  remaining  of  thd  bafilic  of  Nerva* 
The  architrave  is  ornamented  with  beautiful  ^ij^/-^^/;  which  rd^i 
prefent  the  figures  of  females^  vario^0y  Occupied.    . 

We*6uld  notrcototetoplate  thie  retoains  of  the- Thermae  of  Caracalla 
with<mt  afltonifliment.  The  golden  palace  of  Nero  excepted^  this  woA^ 
wA  the  buildings  that  belonged  to  it,  formed  the  greateft  of  tlie  works 
of  Rome.  Prodigious  ruins  of  walls,  which  formerly  were  all  coated 
with  fflarWe,  ftill  point  out  the  two  temples,  the  two  epbehea^  th^ 
places  where  yotiths  eiercifed  themfelvcs  in  the  gywnaftic  games/lbd 
piacefor  the  i*rreftkes^  H^ptfdna^  or  the  pool  for  the  fwimnjers,  di^ 
fereiKfct  divifioos  for  the  houfes  of  the  fuperintehdaats,  the  apodyterion^ 
or  place  where  the  wreftlers  undrcffed,  the  conijietim^  ot  place  where 
the  wreftlers,  after  being  anointed  with  oil,  were  iprinkled  with  duft, 
the  beliajierion^  or  place  where  they  funned  themfelves,  the  veJUbultm^ 
which  was  a  rotunda,  the  baths^  wfcich  con(ifl(ed  of  cold,  liikeWa^m 
warm,,  and  fwcating  baths,  the  theatre,  two  libraries,  one  Greek  and 
onc'  Latin,  the  courfe  for  racing,  the  place  for  playmg  at  baFl,  a 
place  which  formerly  was  planted  with  the  plane  tree,  and  excdtd^  for 
poets,  philofophers,  and  rhet&riciani.  The  fobtenriftieati-bWjW  d/the 
flaves  ferv  ed  as  the  foutidatioa  of  a  teraco  j  on  vJrhicA  j^eopfo  ekei*cifed 
themfelves  in  throwing  the  quoit,  05  difcuj!^ 

All  thefc  places,  as  well  thofe  that  wew  opea^  ad  Aofe  that'  W^re  ifb- 
4  clofed. 
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clofed,  were  embellrflied  with  ftatues.  The  niches  in  which  they  flood 
are  in  part  ftill  in  exiftence.  The  different  baths  were  capable  of  re- 
ceiving three  thoufand  people. 

From  this,  we  went  to  Mount  Coelius ;  another  of  the  feven  hills 
of  antient  Rome. 

'  The  gate,  which  leads  out  of  the  city  to  the  antient  fuburb,  was 
built  by  Dolabeila,  the  fon-in-law  of  Cicero,  in  the  year  that  he  was 
Conful. 

Not  far  from  this  place  is  the  church  of  Lateran  ;  the  oldeft  church 
in  Rome,  and  probably  the  moft  antient  in  Chriftendom.  This  build- 
ing was  founded  by  Conftantine.  It  is  a  bafilic  of  five  aifles,  origin- 
ally built  in  the  ftyle  of  St.  Paul's  church  at  Rome.  Clement  the 
Twelfth,  if  I  do  not  niiftake,  in.  later  times  entirely  built  up  the  largq 
columns  with  fquare  pillars ;  and  thus  injureid  the  beauty  of  the  archi- 
tefture.  Four  columns  of  bronze  (land  frontingthe  altar,  with  which 
Titus  had  formerly  decorated  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus.  They 
are  of  the  Roman  order.  Tradition  maintains  them  to  have  been 
brought  by  Titus  frdm  the  temple  of  Jerufalem ;  and  the  probability 
is  that  the  bronze,  of  which  theyconfift,  was  brought  by  Titus  from 
this  temple,  wliere  he  found  that  metal  in  abundai^ce.  The  portico  is 
large,  and  is  outwardly  fuilained  by  pillars.  *  The  entrance  is  fupported 
by  four  large  columns  of  white  marble^  of  the  Roman  order.  At  the 
end  of  the  portico  there  is, a  ftatue  of  Conftantine,  of  wretched  work- 
manlhip.  .    •  . 

Facing  the  Lateran'  ftands  the  largeft  and  mqft  antient  obelifk.  It 
was  brought  to  Rome  by  Gernjanicus,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  time 
of  the  antient  Egyptian  King  Rhamfes,  who  was  a  powerful .  con- 
queror. ;  . 

Another  obelilk,  which  ftands  .in  front  of  the. council  houfe,  on  the 
'Monte  Citorio^  is  faid  to  be  of  the  age  of  Sefoftris; 

To  the  fon  of  Sefoftris,  Pheron^  who  is  faid  to  be  Pharaoh,  the  op- 
preffor  of  the  Ifraelites,  whom  the.  power  of  God  by  the  arm  of  Mofes 
;        ^  deftroyed. 
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dcRroytdy  th^  6bcUfk  is  afcrihed  which  ftands  before  the  church  of  St. 
JPetcr.  It  i^  the  only  one  which'  contains  no  hieijoglyphics.  This 
circumftance  has  fuggcfted  a  hypothefis  to  Mr.  Hirt,  which  appears  ta 
me  fo  ingenious-  as  to  deferve.  your  notice. 

Pheron,  fuppofihg  hiih  to  be  the  Pharaok  who  opprefled  the 
Ifraelites,  we,  are  informed  by.  holy  writ,  was  arrogant  ahd  cruel.  The 
fame  chara£fcer  isfgiycn  pf  hihxby  Herodotus*,.  .'Angry  with  the  ex* 
ccffiye  rifing.lof  tlie  Nile,  which  the  Egyptians  held  to  be  a  facred 
ftream,  he  threw  his  fpear  into  the  overflowing  river.  For  this  he  was 
punifhed  by  the  Gods  with'ten  years*  blindnefs  ;  and  he  was  cured  by  a 
remedy,  which  was  fuggefted  by  a  fobthfayer,  but  the  execution  of 
which  occafioned  him  to  commit  great  cruelty. 

A  king  like  this  might  well  become  hateful  to  his  people.  You  no 
doubt  remember  the  excellent  cuftom  of  the  Egyptians ;  who,  after  the 
death  of  their  kings,  brought  to  judgment  and  condemned  them  to 
open  ftiame,  or  revered*  them  with*  pliblic'  honours.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Hirt  is  that  this  Pheron  was  condemned  to  difgrace ;  and  that,  for 
that  reafon,  his  obelifk  was  without  infcription.  And  indeed -this  filent 
cenfure  J^pears  to  me  more  feveirc  than  any  fcntence  that  fhould  have 
been  recorded  in  hieroglyphics  j  the  facred  characters  •  of  which  the 
people  did  not  underiland.  :.*.... 

The  obelifk  wbicH  is  on  the  Pidf&zo  -del  Popa/o  h  afcribeiJ,  by 
Pliny  f,  to  a  much  later  King,  Semncferteus  j  in  whofe  time  Pytha- 
goras vifited  Egypt.  Pythagoras  was  a  contemporary  of  Cyrus  and 
Solon.  .        .        '      , 

Befide  thefe  four  principal  ebelilks,  there  are  feveh  others  that  drna^ 
ment  different  plates  of  Roifhe;        '  j 

Thus  did  this  antient  QUeen  of  cities  colledl:  within'  herfelf  the  la- 
bours and  arts  of  many  nations, '  And  ftiany  ages.'  She  adorned  herfelf 
with  the  antient  and  modein  works  of  her  children,  with  the  myllic 
cbelifks  of  Egypt,  and  wkh  the  iinc^-ftaiues'  t^MtSreece  produced. 

♦Herod,  lib.  ii!  '   "  ■'  '  'f  N2ft.11tfh'-3tovLV^  *' ''    '        ' 

Many^ 
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Many  centuries  before  her  foundations  were  Isad^  the  keweis  of 'ftone 
on  the  banis  of  the  Nile  laboured  for  her  j  «nd,i)efcr€  her  name  wa§ 
known  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  L^^iM)  ibe  ait^s  of  Afia  Minor,  of 
Corinth,  of  Sicyon,  and  of  Athens,'^  were  vying  who  ifaould  .^mbelUfli 
her  moiL  Out  of  hec  dufi:  and  afhes,  from  whkH  the  Ooth^  and  Van- 
daU  had  bedecked  themfelves,  again  ^  after  a  weary  winter,  thetyoiithfiDl 
arts  fprung  up }  and,  like  the  groves  of  Italy,  OAci;  more  appeared  to 
bloom  in  eternal  fpring.  Ta  her  Gkrmaay  haa  Idnt  hj^r  Angdtca) 
who  now  weaves  young  and  not  faded  flowcFi  into  the  aiili«at  a&d 
never  withering  garland  of  immortal  Rome* 


LETTER    J.VJL 


I 


KowifCf  aSih  January  179^, 

HAVE  now  been  four  times  to  the  Pantheon ;  and  I  ft^ 
fatisfa^ion  iaftftduig  yoa  aa  eagraving,  which  may  QonveyfoaA^ 
thing  of  an  idea  of  the  beauty  of  this  templcL 

IVh  \h^  ooty  mi^ument  that  has  wTithftood  the  ravages  o£  tioxfi  i  or 
rather  Qf  the  b^ojbi^iaits^  who  fo  pften  delblat^  Rom^  It  wais  buHt 
by  Ag^ippa^  aftjar  %h^  battle  of  A^iu«^  aQd  cqnfeierated.  t^  Jupit^  th« 
avenger,  whofe  (latue  was  placed  in  the  principal  niche  over  the  fiAr 
Um^i    J^  ^B  oifew  fe  ©irfieft  there  yf  «re  ft^<*fi»  of  other  Qoda* 

The  architrave  refts  on  fixteen  large  eojiuiQ.^^  oi  gi^  anticPr  @f 
y^low  Afric5inji»aTWei  fhtr  qh*pi^€jw  ^f  whkh^^^  pf  the  bwnze  of 
^yr^ac^fe*  Qve?  tfee  Qwniqe^  «<w>r4wg  to  Pl»y>  thet^  fbriperly  ftoo4 
§9f^idc4  •  hy  wlHch;>Wi<>rd  yoii  mu&jMotr  hfiro  viiderfl^ad.  the  fem*le 
^g^ei,  ^%  Wi^theito  heada  iufiported  a  part  o£  th^  building,  but  dt^ 
tached  female  ft%t^«9j^'whM:hw<;rethe  wor^Q^tljieAth^i^ian,  Diogenes. 

They 
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Tijey  were  celebrated,  by  Pliny,  as  maftorpieces  of  art*.  The  cupola 
is  perfedly  hemifphericaK  The  light  falls  entirely  from  above,  through 
a  circular  aperture  j  which  is  twelve  ells  in  diameter,  and  has  a  clear 
and  pleafant  cffciX  :  for^  as  it  falls  in  one  mafs,  it  produces  no  falfc 
lights,  but  expands  over  all  the  beautiful  objefts  of  the  whole  temple. 

In  the  wall  between  the  niches,  there  were  tabernacles ;  with 
frontifpieccs,  fupported  by  fmall  columns  of  gialh  antico :  which,  a$ 
well  as  the  niches  themfelves,  now  ferve  for  altars.  The  brazen  gates, 
which  formerly  were  cmbellifhed  with  ba/Ji  relievi^  notwithftanding 
that  they  have  been  robbed  of  their  ornaments,  are  beautiful  in  their 
grandeur.  The  architrave,  with  its  pods  and  entablature,  are  of  the 
nobleft  architecture.  The  whole  cupola  was  covered  with  gilded 
bronze ;  which,  as  well  as  the  brazen  fteps  before  the  portico,  was 
carried  away  by  Conftans  the  Second,  for  the  embellifhment  of  Con« 
ftantinople.  The  pronaos^  or  portico,  before  the  temple,  was  fup« 
ported  by  fixteen  columns  of  red  granite.  The  frontifpiece  was 
adorned  with  a  bronze  bajfo  relievo ;  and  from  what  remains  of  this^ 
the  fubjed  is  fiippofed  to  be  Jupiter  in  a  war  chariot,  wielding  the 
thunder  againft  the  Titans,  whom  he  is  hurling  from  heaven.  This 
allegory,  which  was  fo  well  adapted  to  a  temple  that  was  dedicated  to 
Jupiter  the  Avenger,  had  likewife  a  flattering  allufion  to  the  yi€torf 
of  Auguflus  }  which  he  gained  over  the  enemy  at  Adium  ;  be  being 
by  adoption  the  fon  of  Julius  Gsefar,  who  by  Venus  was  of  the  race 
of  Jupiter.  The  immenfe  armament  of  Anthony  might  very  well 
be  compared  to  the  mountains  heaped  upon  mountains  of  the  giaiits^ 
ftorming  heaven;  and  the  wild  valour  of  the  man.  Ids  ambition,  ^nd 
prefumption,  gave  him  an  emblematical  refcmblaace  to  the  niighty 
fons  of  the  earth. 

On  the  top  of  the  frontifpiece,  and  at  both  corners^  there  llkev^ 
were  brazen  flatues  of  great  beauty. 

*  Agrippa  Pantbeum  Jkccravlt  Diogenes  Athemtnfis^.  et  carjaiid^s  Jn  eotufimieJentfS  ^ui 
prohantur  inter fauca  operum.    Plin.  zxxri*  €•  5. 
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Whoever  would  wifh  to  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  purpofes  to  which 
this  building  was  dedicated,  and  of  what  it  formerly  was,  fhould  read 
the  hiftorical  architectural  remarks  of  Mr.  Hirt,  on  the  Pantheon  *. 

It  was  cohnefted  with  the  Thermae  of  Agrippa,  as  may  ftill  be 
plainly  feen.  Some  of  the  learned,  in  exprefs  contradiction  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  antients,  place  the  ereding  of  the  Pantheon  in  the 
times  of  the  republic  ;  and,  with  .as  little  reafon  and  greater  abfurdityy 
maintain  that  it  was  a  bath.  The  baths  were  indeed 'adorned  with  the 
ftatues  of  the  Gods  :  biit  wHo  could  behold  this  mafterpreee  of  art,  in 
which  It  had  exerted  its  highefl:  magnificence,  and  fuppofe  the  building 
to  be  a  bath?  Tbefe  vifibnary  conjeftures  have  been  filenced  by  Mr. 
Hirt;  who  has  made  it  appear  probable  thit,  at  firft,  the  columns, 
which  now  dahd  facing  the  fix  great  fide* nichesi  once  ftood  befidfe 
them;  and  fiipported  me'projdfting  of' an  architrave,  fimilar  to  the 
niches  in  the  middle  ;  which  now  (land  detached. 

.  Pion  Csiilius  is  of  opinion  f  that  this  temple  was  not  called  the  Pan^ 
iWon  bec^iiie  It  .'contained  the  iiimges  of  the  Gods,  but  becaufe  its 
cupola  was  arched  like  the  'firnpLamehtJ-        ^  '   • 

The  'cplumhs  of  the. portico  bear  deep  traces  of  the  conflagrations.; 
to  which  calamity  Rpme  \vas  fp  frequently  fubjeft. 
'  Some  of  thefe /columns  had  been  entirely  calcined,  and  were  fallea 
flown:  but  were  replaced  by  fimilar  columns,  that  had  been  found  itt 
t^e  Thermae 'of  Nero..         .  *  '    .  '  ^ 

The  Epipefor  Phocas  granted  the' Pantheon  to  Pope  Boniface  the 
Fourth  •.  by  whom  it  was  ponfecrated  as  a  church.  By  degrees,  it  was 
cm,beiri(hed  with  ftat\ies  and  pidures :  but  why  were  not  the  moft  beau- 
tiful feie^e'd,for^  tliis  piirjpofe  J  The  hand  of  Raphael  fhould  havebeea 
#jtercijfed  in  this  building^,     [ 

In  the  walls*  there  are  finall  oval  iilcKesi  that  are  faced  with  white 
marble,  in  fome  of  which  there  are  the  bulls  of  great  artifts ;  and 

^  i>ie  'hjflorifcTi^rchiteiiomfchin  SctracHtungetty  des  HerrnHirf,  uher  das  Pantheoti. 

6  ethers 
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cttiers.  of  them  are  vacant  Raphael  and  Annibal  Caracci  were  both 
buried  here..  Among  thebufts,  we  find  thofe  of  Metaftafio,  Nipho^ 
las  Pouffin,  -Mengs,  and  Winkclmann ;  and  orer  the  graves  of  Raphael 
and  Annibal  Caracci  are  the  bufts  of  .thofe  great  mafters.  The  church 
is  now  -called  the  Rotunda,  and  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Virgin  and  all 
the  martyrs. 

•  Gaft  your  eye  over  the  engraving.*  The  church  of  St.  Peter  is  much 
largeri  and  is  tvuljr  a  noble  building :.  but  how  inferior  is  it,  in  that 
which  charaderizes  real  grandeur  and  beauty,  to  the  Rotunda ! 
'  Place  youtfelf  in  the  centre  of  the  Rotunda,  and  all  your  ideas  are 
awful.  You  are  infpired  with  a  profound  fenfe  of  the  noble  fimpltcity 
which  every  where  iQeists^  your  eye.  B^orc  you  rife  the  ages  that  b*ve 
pafled  away,  and  the  races  q{  men  that  have  defc.ended  to  the  duft^ 
liQce  the;  foundation  of  this  teotipU*  ... 

When  Agrippa  raifed  this  monum^tittpthe  power  of  Auguftus,  the 
earth  was  covered  with  >tbt  altars  of  idola*  It  was  hut  the  dawn  of  that 
4*7  ^hich  was  to  enlighten  the  earth:  i  the  temple  of  idols  is  now  con-- 
fecrated  to  the  living  God.  Imbued  with  folemn  reverence,  I  looked 
upwfird  and  beheld  the  open  vault  bf  the  azure  and  infinite  heaven* 
Clouds  here  and  there  conceded,  its  ethereal  beams :  but  they  were  di£« 
perfed  by  the  all  enlightening  fun. 

. .  Ever  jqtent  on  tl^e  means  of  immortaliEiag.theirdieed9»  the  thought 
fuggefted  itfelf  to  the.  Romans  of  ^aifing  e^lumns,  which  ihould 
remain  the  monuments  of  their  fami$«  The  pillar  bf  Trajan  was  ered^ 
^d  on  die  Foru»  ;^hich  bor^  his  nAOW#.  The  (haft  confifts  of  three-*and- 
VfY^aty .  Uig^  f4e£:e6$  and  theire.  tft^  winding  itaic  cafe  within,  that 
IstdA  Upittathe.iBiet^-tap.  .Thia  flair. cafe,  the  interior  of  the  pillar, 
and  the  whole  of  the  outfide,  have  all  been  hewn  from  the  fame  bed 
qf  marble.  The  fteps  of  tfap;  ftaaf^  cafe  are  high,  and  a  hundred  and 
eig^ty-^five  in  A^mber*..  TJ&e  fucroundihg  foil  has  been fo  ini;reiafedy 
by  ithe  rub^ifli  iof  houfes  t'hat  havefaliea^iih^t  it  envelops  the  whpWof 
t|^{(9dj{£kal(  iO  tlttUfoM  defcciu}  ^CBe^iod-tweiityAepa  ^q  the  foot  of 
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the  pillar.  Trophies  are  cut  in  the  pedeftal  j  and  the  afts  of  the  Empe- 
ror embellifh  the  fhaft.  The  number  of  the  figures  of  men,  which  are 
three  palms  or  fpans  high,  are  eftimated  at  two  thoufand  five  hundred ; 
with  numerous  elephants,  horfes,  trophies,  and  other  objefts. 

Thefe  hqjft  relievi  reprefent  the  vid:ories  of  Trajan,  during  his  cam- 
paign againft  the  Daci. 

On  the  top  of  the  pillar  was  the  coloflal  ftatue  of  Trajan,  caft'  in 
bronze,  and  giWed  ;  which  was  placed  on  a  pedeftal,  that  had  the  form 
of  a  truncated  cone. 

Sixtus  the  Fifth  replaced  this  ftatue  by  a  no  tefs  coloflal  ftatue  of  the 
apoftle  Peter. 

From  the  top  of  this  pillar,  we  ovwlook  the  whole  citj  and  the  fur- 
founding  country. 

The  pillar  of  Antonine  was  ereded,  by  the  lenate,  to  the  Emperor 
Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus.  This  column  is  likewife  embelliftied 
with  bajj^  relievi ;  which  reprefent  the  deeds  of  the  Emperor  againft 
the  Marcomanni  and  the  Quadi :  nations  that  inhabited  Bohemia  and 
Moravia. 

Though  thefe  b{^  relievi^  which  are  fo  projeding  that  they  might 
almoft  be  miftaken  for  alti  relievi j  are  very  beautiful,  yet  the  artift 
feems  to  have  over-ftepped  the  fage  laws  of  antient  proportion..  They 
are  lefs  excellent  than  the  figures  of  the  pillar  of  Trajan.  The  pillar 
of  Antonine,  however,  has  been  injured  by  fife. 

One  of  the  remarkable  events  that  are  here  recorded  was  the  danger 
HI  wluch  the  Romans  found  themfelves,  during  a  battle,  from  third 
and  heat ;  and  from  which  they  were  relieved  by  a  miraculous  tempeft^ 
by  the  rain  of  which  they  were  cooled  whUe  lightning  and  hail  fear-^ 
fuUy  annoyed  the  foe. 

The  rain,  which  revived  the  army,  is  typified  by  the  Ji^iter  Pluvius  j 
who  is  perfonified  under  the  figure  of  an  antient  head,  with  a  dripping 
beard,  and  dripping  wings,  hovering  over  the  army  of  the  Romans* 
The  artift  appears  to  have  had  the  jpaflage  of  Ovi4  in  his  recoUedion^ 
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where  he  defcribes  the  blowing  of  the  fouth  vnnd  before  the  general 
deluge  of  Deucalion. 


Madidis  Not  us  ivolat  alis^ 


Terribilem  piC0a  UElus  caligine  vultum. 
Barba  gravis  nimUr^  cants  fiuit  unda  capUlis  z 
Frontefedent  nebula  :  rerstni  pmnajue^  Jinufym^ 
Utqui  manu  lata  pendentia  nubila prefft^ 
FitJragtMr:  bine  denfi  funduniur  ab  iethere  nimbi* 

Ovid.  lib.  i.  264% 

The  fouth  he  loos*d»  who  night  and  horror  bringa  % 
And  fogs  are  ftaken  from  his  flaggy  wings. 
From  his  divided  beard  two  ftreams  he  pours^ 
His  head,  and  rheumy  eyes  diftil  in  (how^ 
'**^  With  rain  his  robe  and  heavy  mantle  flow : 

And  lazy  mifts  are  lowering  on  his  brow. 
Still  as  he  fwept  along^  with  his  denchM  fift 
He  fqueez'd  the  cloudsi  th'  imprifon*d  clouds  refifl :  - 
The  ikies,  from  pole  to  pole,  with  peals  refound ; 
And  Ibow'rs  inlarg'd  come  pouring  to  the  ground* 

Drtdkk. 

The  artift  thought  proper  to  give  no  more  than  the  head  aad  winga 
of  the  Jupiter  Pluvius, 

Sixtu8the  Fifth  caufed  the  ftatue  of  the  apoftlePaul  to  be  placed  on 
the  top  of  the  pillar,  inftead  of  the  ftatue  of  Marcus  AureKu$» 

It  had  long  been  believed  that  this  was  the  pillar  which  Marcus 
Aurdius  Antoninus  erected  to  the  metnoxy  of  Antoninus  Kus,  'Tis 
ftrange  that  Marcus  Aurelius  could  be  fo  mifconftrued.  How  could 
he  dedicate  a  pillar  to  the  memory  of  his  great  predeceflbr,  and  bene- 
fador,  and  commemorate  his  own  a£lions  on  this  pillar  ?  The  piUar 
was  ere&ed  by  the  Senate  to  Marcus  Aurelius  ;  and  that  which  was 
ere6:ed  by  him  to  Antoninus  Pius  was  difeover ed  about  fifty  years  ago. 
It  was  without  bqffi  reUevi ;  and  was  broken  by  an  accident^  while  they 
were  again  attempti&g  to  ere^  iu 

Beautiful 
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Beautiful  as  thefe  .works  are,  for  their  proportion,  invention,  and 
great  labour,  they  yet  appear  to  chara<9:erize  an  age  in  which  the  arts 
began  to  degenerate.  I  think  it  at  leaft  a  miflaken  idea  to  place  a  flatue 
upon  a  pillar,  or  to  infcribe  thofc  deeds  upon  fuch  a  work,  which  by 
their  height  almoft  efcape  the  eye. 

How  different  is  %he  genius  of  the  antient  Greeks  1  Follow  me  to  the 
QuirinaL  Behold  with  what  animation,  what  power,  the  two  coloffal 
youths  (land  hefide  the  horfes  that  feem  to  fly !  Heroic  power,  more 
than  human,  teftifies  Caftor  and  Pollux  to  be  the  fons  of  Jupiter.  How 
daring !  How  dignified !  The  horfes  indeed  are  not  beautiful :  but 
they  are  alive.  They  once  ornamented  the  two  extremities  of  the 
ftone  pier,  which  circled  the  haven  of  Alexandria*  They  were 
brought  here  by  Conftantine.  There  arc  infcriptions  of  the  age  of  this 
Emperor  on  the  pedeftals,  which  afcribe  them  one  to  Phidias,  the  other 
to  Praxiteles :  but  I  do  not  fo  much  truft  to  the  infcriptions  as  to  the 
charafl:er  difcovCTable  in  the  work.  The  ftatue  that  is  ^icrlbed  to  Phi- 
dias hik  that  e*preflion  of  intrepidity,  and  power,  which  were  the 
fculptor's  proper  qualities.  The  other,  no  lefs  full  of  life  and  genius, 
h  wrought  with  greater  delicacy,  but  lefs  beldaefs ;  and  might  perhiqps^ 
be  acknowledged  by  Praxiteles  for  his  own  worjc.  The  pr^nt  Pope 
has  cauie^  aii  £gyptian  obelifk  to  be  erected  between  thdp  ftat^ie^^ 

The  Qmrinal  mouckt  has  been  called  Monte  Cavalh^  or  horfe  hjiU,  ,sffter. 
thefe  ftatues.  Above,  on  the  fame  hill,  the  palace  of  the  prii^ce  of 
Cdonna  is  buik;  which  contains  a  fine  cdle^on  of  pi<fl:ures.  Among 
Others^  there  are  two  here  by  Raphael,  in  his  firft  m^n.nen 

One  of  them  is  Mary,  with  the  child  Jefus ;  and  in  this  -we  perceive 
the  fcholar  of  Perugino.  The  more  lofty  fpirit  of  Raphael  however 
kreaks  forth. 

The  other  is  Hkewife  a  Mary  and  Jefus :  the  latter  blefling  the  child 
John  the  Baptifl.  The  charms  c^  in&hcy  are  equally  oonfpicuoos  in 
die  blefling  and  the  blefled,  who  appoirs  to.feel  ^  w4^^  of  the,boox\ 
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beftowed.  Peter  and  Paul  are  prefent ;  and  properly  charafterized : 
efpecially  Peter.  This  deeply  conceived  and  powerfully  felt  pi£kure 
was  painted  by  Raphael  when  he  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age. 

In  a  gallery  below  is  a  famous  hajfo  relievo  j  the  fubjeft  of  which  is 
the  Apotheofis  of  Homer.  Jupiter,  feated  on  the  top  of  Olympus, 
grafps  the  thunder  ;  with  his  eagle  by  his  fide.  Below  him,  on  differ- 
ent heights,  ftand  Apollo  Mufagetes,  Mnemofyne  (the  Mother  of  the 
Mufes)  and  the  Mufes  ;  one  of  whom,  full  of  infpiration,  dances  down 
the  mountain.  Below  fits  Homer,  with  his  chair  fupported,  one  on  each 
fide,  by  two  female  figures ;  the  one  holding  a  fword  in  her  hand,  the 
other  a  rudder ;  the  laft  denotes  the  Odyfley,  the  firft  the  Iliad.  Be- 
hind the  great  poet  ftand  the  Genius  of  time  and  the  Genius  of  the 
earth,  placing  a  crown  on  his  head.  Mice  are  running  round  him,  in 
allufion  to  his  poem  of  the  war  of  the  frogs  and  mice ;  and  before  him 
is  an  ox  led  to  the  altar.  Nature,  Wifdom,  and  Memory,  juftly  take 
part  in  the  honour  done  to  Homer.  Hiftory,  in  a  facerdotal  charac- 
ter, ftands  befide  the  altar ;  and  behind  her  Poetry,  infpired,  with 
torches  in  her  outftretched  hands. 

The  artitt  has  infcribed  the  name  beneath  each  perfonage.  I  grant 
you  that  fuch  an  infcription  is  no  ornament  to  a  work  of  this  kind ; 
and  I  very  well  know  the  objedions  that  may  be  alleged.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  artift  knew  them  likewife  :  but  he  facrificed  this 
trifling  inconvenience,  or  in  fome  fort  canventional  evil,  to  the  greater 
advantage  of  not  difturbing  the  imagination. 

Tell  me  what  it  is  that  more  difturbs  us,  than  exercifrag  the  acute- 
nefs  of  divination  on  allegorical  fubjeds.  We  are  not  only  dif- 
turbed  by  the  exercifc  of  the  underftanding,  but  we  are  aflaffinated  by 
the  ebullitions  of  vanity  ;  which  prides  itfelf  on  its  conjedural  pene- 
tration. "The  pure  feelings,  that  the  poet  and  artift  would  excite^ 
are  killed  by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  conceited  pretenfions  to  learn- 
ing and  connoiflfeurfhip.  For  my  own  part,  nothing  fo  eflfedlually 
difturbs  my  fenfations  as  the  vain  prattle  of  thofe  who,  while  they 
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make  their  f  eraarks  on  the  beauties  of  the  artift^  endeavour  to  turn  the 
attention  of  others  all  on  themfelves,  on  their  own  knowledge,  and  on 
that  faftitious  flame  by  which  they  ftrain  to  light  up  their  falfe  feelings. 

I  am  much  lefs  offended  by  the  apathy  of  an  Englifti  My  Lord  and 
My  Lady,  who  pafs  a  Raphael  without  noticing  its  beauties,  than  by 
a  French  Abbe,  who,  with  as  little  feeling  as  the  firft,  plays  the  part  of 
an  enraptured  dilettante^  or  a  difcerning  connoifleur,  I  even  prefer 
them  to  a  lady  who,  having  been  taught  to  admire,  makes  a  memo* 
randum  of  the  beauties  in  her  pocket-book ;  and  the  next  moment  pro- 
duces this  fecond  hand  opinion,  this  fenfation  which  fhe  never  expe-* 
rienced,  this  illegitimate  foundlings  as  the  child  of  her  own  heart  and 
underftanding. 

All  thefe  are  only  ridiculous :  but  there  are  other  feelings  that  are 
painful  and  difgufting.  Such  to  me  is  a  woman,  who  facrifices  the 
modefty  of  her  fex  to  the  vanity  of  being  a  dilettante;  who  expatiates 
with  learned  rapture  on  a  naked  Apollo,  argues  with  men  concerning 
the  feminine  charms  of  a  Venus  or  a  Danae,  and,  regardlefs  of  the 
pain  fhe  gives  to  her  ofHcious  hufband,  places  her  learned  finger  on  the 
mufcular  thigh  of  a  Hercules. 

The  Mufeum-Pium^Clementinum  is  certainly  beyond  all  comparifon 
the  mofl  beautiful  coUe^^ion  of  antiques  now  in  exiftence.  At  firft, 
it  only  occupied  fome  apartments  on  that  fide  of  the  Vatican  which, 
from  its  extcnfive  profpe<9:,  has  been  called  the  Belvedere.  Clement 
the  Fourteenth  enlarged  the  place,  becaufe  he  improved  the  rich  collec- 
tion. The  prefent  Pope,  who  has  built  new  galleries  and  two  charm- 
ing rotundas  in  addition,  and  has  like  wife  adorned  it  with  numerous 
mafterpieces,  has  now  called  it,  after  bimfelf  and  its  former  benefaAor, 
Mtifenm^Pium^Clementinum. 

As  I  entered,  I  immediately  perceived  the  great  Torfo;  in  which 
Winkelmann  (fhall  I  call  it  penetration  or  delightful  inebriety  ?)  ima- 
gined he  difcovered  fo  much  which  other  eyes  can  with  difficulty  fup- 
pofe,  on  examining  the  mere  trunk  and  thighs  of  a  llatue*    What  re- 
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:maifis^  however,  is  £o  ineKpreffibly  beautiful|  that  the  conje£hi7e  does 
Bot  appear  to  me  very  abfurd  which  doubts  whether  the  great  mafter, 
ieis  pleafed  with  the  head^  the  arms,  and  the  legs,  than  with  the  re« 
onaiader,  did  not  deftroy  them  himfelf;  that  the  before  imperfed:  work 
-might  enjoy  the  higheft  degree  of  perfedion  which  the  ait  affords* 
His  name  is  on  the  Torfo^  he  was  called  ApoUouius,  the  fon  of  Ne&or^ 
.and  came  from  Athens. 

.  The  farcopbagus  (removed  from  the  fepulchre  of  the  Scipios)  of 
iSdpio  Barbatus,  who  U^ed  ia  the  fifth  centuxy  after  the  building  of 
.  JU)me,  is  {imple,.aad  vemiarkable  for  its  :antiquity  ;  which  is  Ukewiie 
^proved  by  the  antient  I^atin  jof  the  infcription  that  it  t:ontains — 

•cornemus.  lucius,  sapio.  barbatus. 

cnaivq.  d.  patre. 

prognatus*  fortis.  vi r.  sapiens.  que 

qvoivs.  f6rma.  vlrtvtei.  parisuma. 

pvit.  consol.  censor.  aidilis.  qve.  fvit. 

apva  vos.  taurasia.  cisavna. 

«Amnio.  cepit.  subigit.  omne.  lovcana. 

obsides.  qve.  abdovcit. 

He  who  has  only  fccn  the  cafl  oif  tfie  famous  Apollo  Belvedere  is  but 
lialf  acquainted  with  its  beauties.  Its  dignified  and  not  fo  much  angry 
'  as  godlike  angry  countenance  lofes  in  the  cafts  many  of  its  Olympian 
graces.  And  yet — Oh  thofe  Greeks  1— And  yet,  this  ftatue  appears  to 
"be  no  more  than  a  copy  after  an  antient  Greek  ftatue  j  for  it  is  of  the 
•marble  of  Carrara,     lit  was  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  villa  of  Neto,  at 

Antium. 

The  Laocoorty  however,  if  any  work  of  genius  remains  of  antient 
Greece,  is  Grecian.  The  infcription  does  not  tell  us  the  time,  but 
only  the  names  and  the  countries  of  the  artifts ;  and  that  they  were 
all  from  Greece.  £very  part  of  this  mafterly  work  would  tell  us  that, 
without  an  infcription.  There  were  three  mafters,  who  worked  at 
this  group.     Agefandros,  of  Rhodus,  and  his  two  fons  j  Polydorus, 
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and  Atlienadbrus.    ^hctt  genius  was  it,,  that  preferited  Mtofilfl^ 
fore  Agefandros  ia^e  attitude  which  he  has  given  to  the  Laocootf!^ 
Nothing  lefs  than,  the  pdhs  of  death,  his  (bniggles  to*  cefift  them,  aoid 
the  fufferings  of  his  fons,  one  of-whom  is  at  that^nomentbitten^bytlie 
ferpent  tb^t  twines  round  him^  could  produce  this  diftorted-anguiiOi^* 
the  perfedk  harmony  of  which  is  diftinft  in 'every  part^  from  the  riftng 
hair  down  to  the  fwelling  veins  of  the  feet  I    The  imagination  of  the 
artlft  has  To  faithfufly  feized  on»  the  reality  of  nature  that  every  eye  ac— 
'knowledges  it!.  Every  tongtie  efxclaime.  Yes!:    Thus  mud  LaocosiL 
have'  appeared !    Thus  mud  he  haVe  yffiMtd^.  with  dqath ;  < thus  hMe 
writhed^  in  the  laft  moments  of  his  inighty  ye«  impotent  firugglcs,viiiii: 
have  retidnedtbofe  traces,  of  fetheriyaffediion/which^are  apparent  ia: 
the  very  midft  of  his  horrible  angu^ !  Iliis  was  the  purpofe  of  Age* 
fandros  :  and  this  purpofe.  he  h^  attained*.  The  palm  is  due  to  him.i 
and  to  his  fons*.    . 

The  colledioa  of  maflferly  works  is imifietile ;  and  Lean  only  take, 
fome  (light  notice  of  a  few.. 

A  Cow,  of  grey  marble..  This  cannot  be  ^he  work:  of  Myron,  for. 
he  only  worked  in  brafs :  but  it  m^.  be  ^he*  copy  of  a.  cow  by  Myron  ;.: 
and  perhaps  the  v^y  eovr  for  v4iich  he  beoamie  fo  celebrated,  by  the: 
Greek  epigrammatiils.  Tnthis  gallery  there  are  many  figures  of  ani^ 
xnals,^  which  are  moft  of  them  very  beautifuL. 

The  Nile ;  a  recumbent  coloflal  ilatue,  holding  in. his  right.hand  ears* 
of  cpm,  and  ia  his  left  a  cornucofiiu  Sixteen  children  are  at  play 
round  him ;  fome  with  crocodiles  j  others  fitting  on  the  curving  of  thet 
cornucopia ;  on  the  rim  of  which  one  is  feated,. encircled  withfruits  and: 
flowers,  and'  with  his  arms  thrown,  round  another  boy*  The  boy  that, 
is  thus  fitting  ts>  moft  delightfully  infantine*  The  God  is  extended, 
upon  a  Sphinx».  TJie  fixteen  boys  perhaps  are  types  of  the.  fixteen 
canals,  that  flow  from  the  Nile ;  or  perhaps  of  the  fixteen  degrees  pf 
the  IGlometcr.  I  am  much.incliucd  to  the  latter  opinion:  for  the  iix- 
^  teenth. 
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iletentlt  degrpe  is  fignificant  of  the  higheft  fertility  j  and  for  thia  reafon  * 
<^lujki  is  feated  ait  the  au>uth  of  the  cwnucopia. 

Oppofite  to  this  is  the  Tiber  ;  with  a  cornucopia  in  the  right  hand, 
:aiid  a  rudder  in  the  left.  Befide  him  the  wolf  is  placed ;  with  Romu'^ 
)us  aad  Remus  fftcking  at  her  nipples. 

There  is  a  charoiing  reprefentation  of  two  weeping  Cenii,  on  a^r- 
<9pbagmi  one  of  them  holding  a  butterfly,  the  type  of  the  foul,  ovet 
toitbes  on  the  ground.  A  lovely  allegory  of  the  refined  ftatc  of  man 
after  death,  when  purified  by  pwn, 

A  Hecate  $  with  het  quiver  on  her  back,  and  her  torch  in  her  left 
liand.  Her  ftcf>$  are  terrible,  her  pace  b  winged,  and  her  hafte  mcr 
iiadtttg.  Her  hair  flicft  backwsurd;  and  the  folds  of  her  g^urments  are 
fwelled,  and  waft«d>  in  the  ikm«  dire^on  by  the  quick-healing  air. 

Apollo,  the  Ax»AAw  2«M/foxTowj>  or  the  Liiard-flayer^  after  aftatu€ 
ky  Praxiteles,  is  very  beautifuU 

ITie  nine  Mttfes,  Mi4  Apollo  in  flowing  robes*  as  Mufagetea,  thft 
leader  of  the  Mofes*  Thefe  ftatues  are  very  fine :  efpedally  Melpo* 
mene,  and  Thalia.  They  likewife  intereft  us  becaufe  of  theuf  antient 
•wner  ^  they  were  found  at  Tivoli*  in  the  villa  of  Caffius. 

An  Indian  Bacchus,  of  uncommon  beauty.  The  heads  of  the  In- 
^an  Bacchus  are  generally  fuppefed  to  be  the  head  of  Plato.  It  is  4 
charming  miftake  \  Why  ihould  not  Plato  have  had  fuch  a  head  ? 
Pid  not  Plato  pofltefs  tb%t  noble  inebriety  of  imagination  which  i» 
ttfcribed  to  the  ignoble  Bacchus  \  The  Indian  Bacchus  holds  the  fame 
rank,  compared  to  the  common  Bacchus,  as  the  Venus  Urania  to  the 
common  Venus. 

A  Triton,  bearing  a  Ne»ei4  s^way.  Oh  how  the  diarming  Nereid 
jbnnks»  «6  ihe  ftru^sl  Two  Cupids  are  feated  on  the  monftrous 
6<h-taU}  one  of  them  laujghing.:  the  p^er,  a  fatirical  knave,  puts  his 
finger  to  his  lip  J  with  all  the  expreflion  of  malicious,  filent,  and  there* 
fore.the  more  bitter,  irony. 

The  Fiiherman  of  Cyrenej,iw  j«  b  called:  aA?r  which  a  loft  cop^dy 
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by  Mcnander  was  entitled.     The  good  old' man^  is* alinoft- naked ;  aocf 
the  impotence  of  age  is  exhibited  in  the  half  opened  mouth,  the  bod]P 
bending  forward,  the  finking  knees,  tHe  relaxed  mufcles  of  the  thiglis^  > 
the  foldings  of  the  ftomaclt,  anrd  the  wrinkles  of-ihe  ikim     The '  uppes 
part  of  another  body,  fimilar  to  this,,  was- fotrnd ;  and  was  then  and 
fliili  is  Keld'ro  be  a  Seneca  in  the  bath,  after  his  veins  were  opened :  but: 
Seneca  would' fcarccly  have  continued- ftandfhg  after  this  operatiom 
Neither  does  the  ftatue  pofTefs  thofe  charadleriftics'' which  -  ikcuki  be^ 
token  a  Seneca. 

A  Menander,  feated.'  The  keen-obftrver,^  and  the  animated  dra*^ 
matic  poet,  are  evident  in  his^  forehead  j  his  looks,  and  his  lips^ 

A  Paris,  feated ;  with  the  Phrygian  bonnet,  and  holding  an  apple  in « 
his  hand.  We  perfectly  concerv'e  Vcnusi  in  his  aftoniflied' enamoured* 
af|)ea. 

Ajax,  enraged :  a  coloflal  buft.     His  helmet  is  on,  his  wrathful  ey< 
is  call  upward,'  and*  afkance,  his  lips  are  half  open,  and  his  hair  andl 
beard  are  alive  with  paffion.  ' 

A  delightful  Amazon,  {landing; 

A  Chariot  and  pair.    The  driver  has  obtained  the  viftbry,  and  heart 
a  palm  branch  in  his  hand/    His  body  is  ti^t  bound,  that  the  rapid « 
force  of  the  air  may  not  produce  fpafmsu 

Afpafia,  as  a  Herma :  which  means  only  the' head  on  a  pilliar,  that^, 
from  its  bafe,  gradually  extends  itfelf  R  is  very  fine,  wholly'  Afpafi% , 
all  charming,  all  foul  !^ 

A  cololTarMelpomcne:  a  fl:atue  of  cxtraordmary  beauty.. 

An  excellent  Juno. 

The  Lanuvihian  Jiina:  that  is,  a  Jiino  that' was  worfhippcd  in  La-* 
nuvium.  Her  temple  was  very  famous.'  She  has  a  fpear  and  a  fhield^ 
and  treads  upon  a  ferpent  Thefe  attributes  ?u-e  given  her  from  her 
hifiiory;  according  to  which,  when  fhe  was  called  Upon  for  aid,  flie 
appeared^and  was  the  author  of  peace. 

A  beautiiul  homed  Bacchus,  as  a  Herma.:. 

AChloris;^ 
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R  Chloria ;  the  only  furviving  daughter  of  Niobe.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Nefton  Her  hair  is  cut  ihort,  and  her  drapery  is  gathered 
up  in  fhort  folds ;  with  the  intention^  as  it  (hould  appear,  to  begin  the 
eourfein  the  Olympic  games  of  Pifa,  The  firft  name  of  this  Chloris^ 
was  Mclibaa;  and  (he  obtained  the  name  of  Chloris  becaufe^  (he  turned 
pale  with  terror,  and  fo  remained.  According  to  a  paflage  in  Paufa- 
nias*,  her  filler^  Amy  clai  was  likewife  fared  ;  becaufe  they  both  called 
for  aid  on  Latona.  And,  from  another  palTage  of  the  fame-  writer^ 
one-  of  their  brothers  was  aifo-fitvedf  .^  She  bore  the  pjize  from  the 
▼irgitts-  in  the  Olympic  race^ 

A  little  Cupid,  with  the  Nemean  lion's  Ikin  purloined  from  Her-*^ 
cuks ;  the  claw  of  which  he  has  twifted  round  his  neckv     He  daggers 
againft  the  ftump  of*  a  tree,  holds  a  beaker  in  his  hand,  and  looks  fo 
knayi(h  that  he  appears  as  if  he  only  counterfeited  intoxibatioo. 

A  young  Mercury,  with  apurfe  in  his  hand;  in  which  we  behold  the 
aarch  rafcal  who^  having,  ftolen  thecattie  of  ApoUa,  as  a  trial  of  fkill^ . 
made  the-  God  laugh,  when,  looking  round  for  his  quiver  with  an  in«» 
temion  to  punilb  the  theft^.he  found  it  was  (lolen  likewife. 

Te  hoves  olik  ni/Treddidiffes' 

Ptr  dolum  awwias  puerum  minacl  •  '     * 

Voce  dum  ferrety  viduus  pbaretra 

Riftt  Apollo  t^ 

Hor.  lib.'i.  od.Y.  - 

When  from  the  G'odj  who  gilds  the  pole,  . 
E'en  yet  la  boy  his  herds  you  ftole, 
With  angry  voice,  the  threatening  pow'r 
Bade  thee  the  fraudfu^preyreftore': 
But,  of  his  quivef  too  beguil'd. 
Pleased  with  the  theft,  ApoUb  fmird. 

Francis. 


•  Paof.  lib.  ii.  t  Pa«f-lib-v. 

:t  .Sec  die  Hyma  to  Mercury  afdribed  to  Homer.. 


A  remark^ 
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A  remarkable  baflb  relievo,  on  aii  urn,  reprefcnts  one  Cupid  bo1£ng 
k  fwine  ;  another  a  butterfly.  The  idea  of  the  metempfychojis  of  the 
foul  of  a  drunkard,  the  fouls  of  wbom,  according 'to  Plato,  were  con^ 
demned  for  a  certain  feafon  to  the  bodies  of  fwine,  here  appears  to  be 
typified.  Yet,  is  it  not  ftrangethat  any  thing  fe  injurious,  to  the  me-f 
mory  of  a  man,  fhould  be  reprefented  on  the  urn  that  contaiha  his  afhes^ 
l^efide,  there  is  a  third  Cupid,  with  a  bird  in  his  hand:  what  doe^  that 
fignify  ? 

^  A  vafe  of  bafaltes,  made  brown  1>y  ike^  is  a  proof  ^hat  all  bafaltes^  as 
fome  maintain,  are  not  lava.  Where  were  the  volcafiot  t>f  Egypt,  in 
t^hkh  country  fo  much  bafaltes  is  found? 

One  of  the  iineft  works  of  art  is  that  vtrhick  is  cdlkd  the  AMinomf 
btit,  in  the  figure  which  fo  many  have  difcovered  to  be  the  Antinous^  ic 
needs  only  an  experienced  eye  to  difcover  a  hero.  An  imitation  of 
ihis  ftatue,  with  wings  at  its  feet,  having  been  «lfewhere  found,  the 
learned  Abate  Vifconti  fupp6fed  it  to  be  a  Mercury*  Wiakelmana 
imagined  he  found  in  it  the  ftatue  of  Meleagcr  4  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Hirt,  it  is  a  Perfeus.  This  reconciles  us  to  the  wings  on  the  feet 
•of  the  imitation::  which  ftatue  was  not  found  till  after  the  death  of 
Winkelmann.  Hence  we  may  infer  that  the  feet  of  the  original  ftatue 
were  broken  off,  and  afterward  replaced  j  which  <eas  probably  done  to 
rob  them  of  the  win^  of  brafs..  It  is  generally  acknowledged  that 
brafs  was  coveted  by  the  Barbarians ;  and  particularly  by  the  Vandals. 

In  this  Mufeum,  there  is  a  gallery  of  paintings ;  of  which  I  will  only 
mention  the  following. 

Maria,  with  maternal  rapture  and  folded  hands,  bcftowing  her  bene* 
fdi£tion  on  the  fuppliant  John ;  Who  kneels  io  Jefus,  fitting  on  his 
mother's  lap.  Elizabeth  fupports  the  hand  which  beitows  the  bleffing. 
Jofeph  ftands  in  the  back  ground,  in  earncft  meditation.  .  Thispidure 
Js  by  Raphael. 

Two  landlbapes^  by  Paul  Brill :  who  was  properly  the  father  of  land- 
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feape  painting.  In  a«rial  pcrfpe^live,  he  is  excelled  1)y  tn.<8lern  p^nt- 
«t8  of  landf(aq)e :  his  pidures^  however,  arc.  full  pf  life^  full  pf  namre  j 
iuch.onl7  as  genius  could  imagine,  fuftU  onlyjisgenius cojald  deiin<;atc» 


LETTER    LVIin. 

Rome,  29 th  January  1792; 

JLIePART  not  from  Italy,  without  viewing  ihe  piiStures  of 
KAichael  Angelo,  ImagiQe  not  that  the  grandeur  .of  this  man's  gemus 
may  be  entirely  comprehended  from  his  flatues. 

In  the  chapel  of  PopeSixtus  IV.  in  the  Vatican,  his  greateft  woxfe 
are  placed.     The  ceiling  of  this  chapel  was  painted  forty  years  before 
,His  great  pidlure  of  the  Day  of  Judgment ;  where  God  the  father  is 
reprefented'on  the  flying  clouds  of  the  open  heaven*    In  this  principal 
5gure,  he  has  not  been  fuccefsful.      Oh   that  he  rather  had  cpn^ 
cealed  him  by  the  clouds  than  have  painted  him  thus !     Terror  would 
have  feized  U8<  had  we  not  feen  the  Judge  of  the  world  :  for  Michael 
,  Apgelo  has  diffufed  the  expreflion  of  terror  through  every  figure  m 
Ae  piQure.    The  Virgin  herfelf  clings  fearfully  to  her  fon*    The  dread 
of  this  moment  is  expanded,  with  a  deep  fek  variety,  over  the  juft  and 
theunjuft.  A  tender  maiden  rufihes  into  the  arms  of  her  mother.  Below 
Ac  dead  awake  and  rife,  half  fkeletons,  and  half  clothed  with  flelh,  at 
the  found  of  the  trumpet  of  the  awakening  angel.     To  many  the  found 
is  rapture :  to  many  defpair*     Above,  the  apoftles  and  the  faints  fur- 
;  round  the  Judge :  the  martyrs  fliew  him  their  wounds  —  The  very 
\  beft  among'  them  tremble^  at  this  awful  moment !     The  moil  holy  feel 
'  themfclves  ftill  impure  I 
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la  the  {hady  diftance,  two  lovers  ^re  rifing  upward. 

Angels  bear  the  righteous  to  heaven ;  while  the  condemned  .arc 
'feized,  and  caft  among  the  damned,  by  .Devils. 

In  imitation  of  Dante,  Michael  Angelo  has  had  recourfeto  mytho- 
logy; and  has  reprefented  old  Charon,  and  his  boat.  The  old  boatman 
is  feen  condufting  condemned  fouls  over  a-riven  The  painter  had  evi- 
dently thefe  verfes  of  the  poet  in  hisrecoUedion^ 

Carofty  dimonio,  con  occhi  di  hragla^ 
Loro  accennando  tutie  k  raccoglU; 
:Bait€  col  remoqucJunque  /adagta* 

Dant£«  Inf.  ill. 

;And  as,  in  crowds  on  crowds,  the  finners  came, 
^Charon,  with  lifted  oar  and  eyes  of  flame, 
XompellU  the  lingering  fouls,  to  hafte  on  board. 

In  the  foreground  en  one  fide,  the  painter  lias  introduced  a  certain 
Monjignore  della  Cqfa;  who,  while  he  was,prefent^  had  made  remarks 
•to^thc  Pope  on  the  naked  figures  that  were  in  the  pidure.  Michael 
AngelO'has  clothed  him  with  twining  ferpents.  When  La  Cafa  com- 
plained to  the  Pope,  his  Holinefs  anfwered— -**  Had  he  placed  you  in 
»"  purgatory,  I  might  perhaps  have  done  fomething  for  you ;  but  there 
**  is  no  rdeafing  you  from  hell*." 

Prophets  and  fibyls,  mingled  with  each  other,  are  painted  by  Michael 
Angelo  above;  on  the  ceiling  of  this  chapel.  Some,  among  them, are 
<  of  very  dignified  beauty. 

The 

*  The  following  is  the  ftory,as  told  by-Pilkingtonj  in  his  Didionary  of  Painters.    T. 
"  The  pifkure  of  the  Laft  Judgment  employed  him  for  eight  years  5  and,  in  that  cele- 
brated compofition,  a  multitude  of  figures  prefent  themfelves  to  the  view;  wonderfully  in- 
vented, and  grouped  with  great  judgment  5  every  mafcle,  and  limb,  being  diftinSly,  and 
.curioufly,  marked, as  the  figures  were  reprefented  entirely  naked.   That  circumftance,.of 
ifo  many  nudities,  occafioned  the  obfervation  made  by  Biogio^  of  Cefenna,  the  Pope's 
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The  moft  eicellent  ^  tbc  pidures  of  this  chapel  are  tliofe  that  re- 
foefeot  the  crentioa  oftihe  firft  man,  and  dxe  -firft  woman  :  in  both  of 
which  Michael  Angelo  has  difplayed  hiaifelf,  in  all  his  fplendour. 
'  Ood  13  fijfpendpd  in-the)Clouds,  and  reprefented  under  the  figure  of 
A  flaa)eftic  fire.  -  In  ithe  feill  >caunfe  of  his  motion,  be  throws  his  .mantle 
over  him,  and  ftretches  jout  his  arm  with  an  almoft  inconceivable  ex- 
pordFioii  of  power;  which  power  is  vifible  in  the  moft  minute  part  of 
his  body.  Adam  is  extended  on  the  gfbund ;  there  he  lies,  but  newly 
called  from  non-exiftence ;  yet  beginning  to  raife  himfelf,  and  holding 
out  his  hand  toward  the  Eternal  Father,  to  whom  his  ©ye  is  firft  di- 
rected. 

A  perfonification  fuch  as  this,  efpecially  of  the  angels  in  the  mantle, 
would  have  been  infiifFerable  from  any  other  hand  than  that  of  Mi- 
chael Angelo ;  Raphael  alone  excepted.  But  thefe  great  matters  com- 
municated fuch  potency  of  animation  to  dl  their  perfonages,  that  wc 
continually  imagine  we  behold  them  live.  Raphael  has  imitated  this 
Eternal  Father,  in  the  Loggie  di  Rafaello  oi  xht  Vatican.;  where  he  is 
reprefented  fufpended  above  th«  globe,  touching  the  earth  with  his 
finger,  and  prefcribing  the  limits  of  land  and  water. 

In  the  Creation  of  Eve,  Michael  Angelo  has  given  her  thofe  female 
graces  which  the  pencil  of  Raphael  himfelf  CQuld  not  havie  furpafled. 
Adam  is  on  the  ground,  and  afleep.  The  ^Eternal  Father  Hands  before 
him.  Eve  is  rifmg,  and  already  fupporting  heffdf  on  one  foot,  and 
bending  the  knee  of  the  other  leg.     We  behold  her  moving,  through 


mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  "  that  fuch  an  exhibition  of  naked  figures  was  more  fuitable 
to  a  brothel,  than  a  chapel.'*  But  Miclxael  Angelo  revenged  himfelf  fu(Hciently  on  Biagio, 
for  that  farcafm ;  for  he  painted  his  portrait  exceedingly  like,  ^and  reprefented  him  as  a 
demon  with  afs's  ears,  enciicled  with  a  large  ferpent,  and  placed  him  in  hell.  The  Pope 
indeed  frequently  folicited  Bugnaroti  to  deliver  his  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  from  that 
place  of  torment ;  but  he  excufed  himfelf  by  obferving  to  the  Pope,  "  that,  had  he  been 
only  in  purgatory,  he  might  have  been  rcleafed  \  but  from  hqll  there  wis  no  redemption/* 

Vol*  I.  3  L  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44^  TRAVELS  OF  COXTNT  STOLBfERO: 

the  power  of  the  Creator,  as  cheerful  as  the  mt)rning  diwn.  To  Kinxi 
fhe  ftretches  out  her  clafped  hands.  He  looks^  benevolently  upoa^her, 
and  warns  her  with  dignified  retSitude. 

Michael  Angelo  Buonaroti  was  born  in  the  year  1474,  in  the  Great 
Duchy  of  Tufcany ;  a*  country  which  has  produced  fo  many  great  mea 
of  every  kind;  Thiis  was  nine  years  before  the  birth  of  Raphael,  whom 
he  long  outlived.  Raphael  died  in  his  thirty-feventh-  year.  Michael 
Angelo  attained  the  age  of  ninety. 

GNCE  more  r  trembling  fnatch  and  ftrikc  tKc  lyrcr 
That  trembles  (till  with  theme  too  bold.     The  fong 
Was  mighty  and  immortal  Raphael'-s  praife  !• 
Again,  with  tears  of.  ecftacy  bcdcw'd, 
In  majefty  the  maffer  rofe!  The  trance 
Was  holy !  luminous*!  The  gloom  of  fhades 
That  glided  by  godlike  creations  all ! 
Like  viGons  of  the  night,  they  haunt  me  ftill ! 

But,  lo  I  earth  heaves,  and  tempefts  rend  die  (ky ! ' 
Terrors  appal  my  foul  ^  and,  burfting  from 
Concealing  clouds,. a  phantom  frowning  (lands, 
.  Accu(ing|  threatening,  dreadful  in  his  ire  ! ' 
With  hair  erc£l  and  eyes  aghafti  I  cry^ 
"  Speak,  potent  fpirit !  fay !  what  is  my  cr4me  h 
<<  Oh  I  more  puiflant  than  thy  brother  (hades, 
**  More  terror  ftriking,  fpeak  !  What  have.  I  done  ?**^ 

Faffing,  as  if  difdainful  of  reply^ 
Back  tow'rd  his  native  heaven  the  fpirit  flam'd. 
Not  ^cna,  in  its  wildeft  burft,  infpires 
Superior  awe !  Tis  he  !  'Tis  Angelo ! 
**  Jealous,  perturbed  (pirit,  be  appeas'd : 
**  Avert  thy  wrath,  for  1  confefs  thy  powV. 
**  Deep  of  fublimity  thy  fbul  has  drank  \ 
''  At  thy  command,  behold  I  the  marble  lives  ! 
"  lliy  colours,  lo  I  in  magic  terrors  move  ! 
**  In  pallid  horrors  dipt,  they  (hake  the  foull 
^  I  honour,  feel>  and  own  thy  juft  renown.'^ 
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The  ibften'd  fpiritlieard,  and  paus'd,  benign : 
And  as,  the  temped  pad:,  the  clouds  dififolve, 
And  iiniling  day  with  tekfoM  joy  breaks  forth, 
So  Michael  fmird,  and  beam'dj  and  melted  into  air. 


LETTER    LIX. 


Rome,  ill  February  1792. 

X  HE  palazzo  Borgbcfi  is  cmc  of  the  largeft  and  moft  mag- 
nificent palaces  of  Rome.  It  contains  two  galleries ;  one  of  which 
belongs  to  the  Prince  Borghefe^  and  the  other  to  his  uncle  Prince  Aldo- 
brandinL 

In  the  firft^  which  is  very  fpacious^  the  following  piftures  will  pro- 
bably be  thought  principally  to,  deferve  ootice* 

A  Virgin  and  Child,  with  St.  Jerome  and  St.  Francis  ;  by  Perugino. 

A  Virgin  in  the  clouds,  furrounded  by  angels,  with  a  woman  who 
clafps  her  hands  and  looks  upward ;  by  Old  Palma. 

The  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds;  by  Angelo  Bronzino.  Above  are 
hovering  little  angels,  who  fupport  a  lovely  garland  of  flowers  worthy 
of  being  hi'ought  from  heaven. 

The  celebrated  Chace  of  Diana ;  by  Dominichino.  The  Goddefs  is 
not  beautiful,  her  attitude  ofTenlive,  and  Ihe  injures  the  pidure  fo 
much  at  ifirft  view,  at  leafl:  according  to, my  feelings,  that,  after  calling 
my  eye  over  it,  \  was.  tempted  to  leave  it :  but  I  was  to  blame.  The 
longer  it  is  cohfidered,  the  more  beauties  it  will  be  found  to  contain. 
A  Nymph,  drawing  her. bow,  is  excdilent;  and  another  little  plump 
Nymph  is  full  of  .nature.  She  is  ndive^  froUckfome,  and  a .  little 
rogiiifh.  *  t       '   ; 

The  Roman  Charity ;  by  Guercino. 
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The  portrait  of  Valentine  Bdrgiau  Were  but  the  hand  paintecl 
like  the  excellent  head,  who  would  have  any  doubt  but  th«!t  it  is  jxiftly 
afcribed  to  Raphael  ? 

A  Saint  Catherine ;  in  Raphael^s  firft  manner,  while  he  ftill  conti- 
nued to  refemble  his  great  mafter,  Perugino :  though  already  more- 
noble  :  piugrandiofoy  as  the  Ttalianft  fay:>  - 

The  celebrated  Cecilia ;  by  Etominichino. 

The  ftill  more  beautiful  Cecilia,  if  I  may  truil  my  own  judgment^, 
by  Guide. 

Chrift  borne  to  the  fepulchre  ;  by  Raphael,  in  his  fecond  manner^ 
before  he  came  to  Rome.  His  genius  had  by  this  time  enriched  itfelf  f 
and  was  more  dignified  in  compofition  than  that  of  Perugino.  The 
mother  of  Chrift  fainting,  and  the  holy  women  that  furroundher,  form; 
a  group  in  the  high  ftyle. 

A  beautiful  Mary,  with  her  infant,  by  Raphael.  -  ' 

Another  Mary  and  child  ;  which^  although  beautiful,  is  not  charac- 
teriflic.  I  fcarcely  (hould  be  inclined  to  think  it  the  w6rk  of  the  great 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  to  whom  however  it  is  afcribed. 

A  Mary  and  child,  by  Fr^ncefco  Raibolini,  called  Frdncia.  In  a 
letter  that  was  written  to  him  by  Raphael,  in. the  year  1508,  he  riien- 
tions  this  Madonna  i  and  likewife  fjpeaks  of  one  ftill  fuperior  by  this> 
mafter. 

lopure  le  mirero  con  quelgujio^efodi^fazione^che  vedo^  e  lodo^.  tut  it 


♦ 


Paltre ;  non  vedendone^  da  nijfun  altro^piu  belle^  epiu  divote^  e  benfatti 
I  admire  it  with  all  the .  enjoyment,  and  fatisfadtion,  with  which  I 

contemplate  and  praife  all  the  others  :  for  I  find  no  one  more  beautiful,, 

more  devout,  or  better,  executed. 

A  Madonna,  in  company,  with  a  Saint ;  by  Albert  Durer.  ^   -   \ 

IN  THE  GALLERY  OF  PRINCE  ALDOBRANDINL   ,  .  . 

A  Sea  piece ;  by  Adrian  Manglard,  a  French  painter,  the  "mafter  of 
Vernet. 

*  Raccolia  dt  letiere^fu  la  piUuray^fcoItura^  id  archiMtura,  Roma  1754. 
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Two  beautiful  Landfcapes ;  by  LocattelU  ^  or  perhaps  by  Lucattelli  j 
for  thefe  are  names  that  are  frequently  confounded. 

A  charming:  Holy  Family  ;  by  Beavenuto :  to  whom  the  name  of 
Garofano*  h^s  been  given,  becaufe-he  generally  introduced  a  gillyr 
flower  in  each  pifture.  At  firft,  they  called  him  Ortolanoj  or  Gardener, 
becaufe  he  was  a  gardener's  foUi.  The  Italians  in  general  only  know 
him  by  the  name  ,of  Gartfuno  f .  This  is  a  very  delightful  pidure. 
The  Eternal  Father  is  feen  in  the  open  heav^ens,  furrounded  by  angels,; 
fooking.down  on  the  godlike  child. 
The  Flight  into  Egypt ;  by  Bgrocci^ 

Mary,  the-  child  Jefua,  and  the  little  John  the  Baptift  ;  by  Raphael ; 
an  exceUentperform^nce.. 

Chrift  among  the  Pharifees  ;  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci.  No  painter;. 
I  will  not  except  Raphael  himfelf,  has  prefented  us  with  a  more  noble 
and  beautiful  figure  of  Chrift  than  this.  Cunning  and  malice  are  ex- 
eellently  exprefled,  in  four  of  the- old  Pharifees  ;  by  whom  he  is  vifitedi 
Chrift. looks  right  before  him,  with  the  moft  difpaflionate  ferenity,^ 
placing  a  finger  of  his  right  hand  upon  a  finger  of  his  left,  as  if  h^ 
would  diftinguiOi  between  two  propofitions.  This  diredlion  of  the 
hand  denotes,  in  my  opinion,  that  paflage  in  holy  writ  which  is  recited' 
by  three  o£  the  Evangeliftis«  I  will  give  it  you  in  the  words  of  Str 
Matthew. 

"  Then   one  of  them,  which  was  a  lawyer,  afked  him  a  queftion  j; 
•*  tempting  him,  ^nd  faying,- 

"  Mafter,  which  is  the  great  commandment  in  the  law  ?^ 
"  Jcfus  faid  wato  him,  Thou  flialt  love  the  lord  thy  God  with  all  thyr 
^  heartland  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.. 
^^  This  is  the  firft  and  great  commandment- 

♦  Sec  Allgenmnes  Kunjiler-Iexicon  :  von  Fuefslith     Zurich  1779. 
t  The  author  Mvice  fpclls  this  word  Garofah  :■  yet  it  was  probably  an  error  of  the 
prefs.     T» 

*♦  And 
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•*  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it :  Thou  Ihalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
« thyfelf. 

"  On  thefe  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets *.'' 

This  wifdom,  this  impulfe  of  foul,  this  benevolence,  beams  in  the 
eyes  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  manly  countenance  which  perhaps  was 
ever  painted.     The  piilure  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Leonardo  da  Vinci,  who  may  be  placed  in  the  fame  rank  with  Ra- 
phael and  Michael  Angelo,  and  in  which  rank,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, no  other  painter  can  ftand,  though  none  fo  nearly  approach 
them  as  Correggio  and  Dominichino — Leonardo  da  Vinci  was  horn  in 
I  J  the  year  1445,  in  the  Duchy  of  Tufcany.     He  was  of  a  noble  family, 

.<  L>r>T-^^  *•  ^j^ J  ^^g  Qj^g  Qf  ^Q  ftrongeft  and  handfomeft  men  of  his  age.  The 
/yn,V  »♦-  ^^  Hours,  the  Graces,  and  the  Mufes,  had  each  piJefented  him  with  their 
gifts,  in  emulation  of  the  other.  He  united  the  moft  extraordinary 
iexcellence,  in  all  bodily  exercifes,  with  profound  knowledge,  and 
•uncommon  genius.  This  genius,  guided  by  his  judgment,  was  made 
ferviceable  to  liim  in  the  acquirements  which  he  attained,  in  mathe- 
matics, hydraulics,  anatomy,  optics,  and  mechanics.  Like  Michael 
Angelo  and  Raphael,  he  was  a  painter,  a  fculptor,  and  an  archited: 
nay  more,  he  was  a  mufician  and  a  poet*  He  invented  a  lyre,  which 
was  celebrated  for  its  harmonious  tone.  He  produced  a  lion,  which 
-was  moved  by  fprings.  He  undertook,  and  executed,  the  cutting  of 
the  canal,  which  is  carried  from  the  city  of  Milan  to  the  river  Adda, 
after  feveral  engineers  had  abandoned  the  enterprife. 

Leonardo  da  Vinci  died  in  the  arms  of  Franci«  the  Firft,  king  of 
France. 
^      In  the  PaIaz%o  Farnefina^  which  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the 
JPalazzo  Farnefe^  though  they  both  belong  to  the  king  of  Naples,  is  a 

*  Matt.  xxfi.  35. 
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^acTous  hall ;  the  ceiling  of  which  was  painted  by  the  fcholars  of 
Raphael,,  after  the  defigns  of  their  mafter.  This  great,  work  contains, 
in  many  divifions^  the  whole  hiftory  of  Cupid  and  Pfyche.  One  of 
the  two  principal  compartments,  into  which  the  roof  is  divided,  repre- 
fents  Venus  and  Cupid,  demanding  juftice  againft  each  other  of  Jupi-- 
ter,  in  a  full  affembly  of  the  Gods.  The  other  exhibits  the  nuptials 
of  Cupid  and  Pfyche.  Round  thefe  the  whole  charming  hiftory  of 
Pfyche  i&  given.  Raphael  died  while  he  was  employed  in  exe- 
cuting the  drawings  of  this  epopeia  of  his  pencil.  His  fcholars  were 
great  mafters  ;  yet  many  of  thofe  graces  were  loft,  which  none  but 
Raphael  could  have  expreflcd. 

Thefe  paintings  had  fufFered  by  time  ;  and  have  been-  retouched  by 
Carlo  Maratti,  who  lived  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century  and  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent.  How  much  more  of  the  fpirit  of  Raphael 
muft  thus  have  evaporated !  And  yet,  we  ftill  behold  the  numerous 
and  ever  blooming,  rich,  poetical,  ideas,  and  deeply  confidered  art,  of 
this  great  man. 

Here  likewife  is  his  Galatea,  drawn  in  a  fea  fliell  by  dolphins,  and' 
furrounded  by  Tritons,  one  of  whom  is  embracing,  a  beautiful  Nereid. 
Three  Cupids  hover  in  the  air,  and' prepare  to  {hoot.  A  fourth  hides 
himfelf  among  the  clouds,  with  aprovifion  of  arrows  in  his  quiver. 

This  beautiful  pi£lure  is  defcribed  by  Raphael,  in  a  letter  whichhe 
wrote  to  Count  Balthafar  Caftiglione,  at  the  time  that  Leo  the  Tenth 
had  entrufted  the  building  of  St.  Peter's  church  to  him,  after  the  death 
of  Bramante.  'Raphael's  liberal  feelings- concerning  himfelf,  and  the 
noble  difcretion  by  which  they  were  guided,  are  apparent  in  this  let- 
ter ;  the  infertion  of  which  willfcarcely  be  thought  uninterefting, 

Signor  Con  fey. 

HO  fatto  difegnij  in  put  maniert,  fopra  Tinv4nzioni  di 
vojlra  Signoria ;  efodisfaccio  a  tutti^  fe  tutti  non  mifono  adulatoru  Ma 
non  fodisfaccio  al  mio  guidicio ;  percbc  temo  di  nonfodisfarc  al  vojiro. 

Vegli 
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Vegti  mando.  VoJJignoria  faccia  eletto  cTalcuno^fe  alctinofara  da  ktjti^ 
mato  degno.  Nojiro  Jignore^  con  Vonorarmi^  mba  meffo  un  gran  pefi 
fopra  kfpalle ;  quefto  e  la  cur  a  dellafabbrica  di  S.  Pietro.  Spero  bene  di 
non  cadervicifotto ;  e  tantopiu  quanto  ilmodello^  cb^io  ne bo  fatto^ place  afua 
S an  tit  a  ^  ed  e  lodato  da  motti  belli  ingegni\  ma  io  me  ievo  col  penjiero  piu 
alto.  Vorrei  trovare  le  belle  forme  degli  edi/izi  anticbi ;  nejoje  il  volo 
far  a  d^Icaro.  Me  ne  porge  una  gran  luce  Vitruvio ;  ma  non  tanto  cbe 
bajli. 

Delia  Galatea^  mi  terrei  un  gran  maejlro^fe  vi  f offer  o  la  met  a  ddle 
iante  cofe^  cbe  V.  S.  mi  fcrive;  ma  nellefue  parole  riconofco  Pamore  cbe  mi 
porta ^  e  le  dico  con  quejia  conditioner  che  V.  S.  ft  trovajfe  meco  afarfcelta 
del  meglio  ;  ma^  ejfendo  carejlia  e  de  buoni  giudici  e  di  belle  donne^  io  ml 
fervo  di  certa  idea  cbe  mi  viene  alia  mertte.  Se  queJla  ba  infe  alcnna 
eccellen:2^a  di  arte^  io  nonfo ;  ben  m  affatico  d^averla.  V.  S.  mi  comandi. 
Di  Roma.  Raffaello  San%io  *. 

Signer  Count, 

I  HAVE  made  defigns,  in  Tarious  manners,  after  the 
Inventions  of  your  lordfhip ;  to  the  fatisfadion  of  all  who  have  feen 
them,  if  fhty  do  not  all  flatter  me  ;  yet  not  equal  to  my  own  defire, 
left  they  fliould  not  equal  yours.  1  fend  them.  Your  Lordfhip  v/ill 
choofe  that  which  pleafes  you,  if  any  of  them  (hould  be  thought  wor- 
thy. His  Holinefs  has  done  me  the  honour  to  burthen  me  with  a 
great  undertaking  \  the  care  of  the  building  of  St.  Peter's.  1  hope  I 
fliill  not  fmk  under  it ;  and  the  rather  becaufe  the  model,  which  I 
have  made,  pleafes  his  Holinefs,  and  is  praifed  by  many  ingenious 
perfons.  Yet  I  raife  my  thoughts  ftill  higher.  I  wifh  to  equal  the 
beautiful  forms  of  antient  edifices.  I  know  not  whether  I  (hall  have 
the  fate  of  Icarus.  Vitruvius  has  afforded  me  great  light ;  but  yet  not 
•fufficieriL 

*  Raccolta  a  lettercyfulla  pittura^  fcoltuta^  ed  archiieitura  \  fcriUe  da*  piu  celebri  profij[fori 
che  in  dette  arii  fiorirono  dal  fecoh  xv  al  xvii.  Roma  1 754. 
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Refpeding  the  Galatea,  I  fhould  confider  myfelf  as  a  great  mafter, 
were  half  the  things  your  lordfhip  has  written  to  me  but  true.  How- 
ever, I  recognize  in  your  language  the  love  you  bear  me ;  and  accept  it 
on  this  condition,  that  your  lordfhip  will  affift  me  in  the  choice  of  the 
bcft:  and,  there  being  afcarcity  of  good  judges  and  handfome  women^ 
I  avail  myfelf  of  thofe  ideas  of  the  beautiful  that  have  occurred  to  me. 
I  know  not  whether  I  have  attaned  any  excellence  of  art  j  but  I  well 
^tnow  that  I  have  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours. 

Your  lordfliip's  to  command, 
Rome,  Raffaello  Sanzio.  . 

In  the  Farnefma  palace  are  two  beautiful  pidures,  in  frefco ;  by  So- 
doma.  of  Sienna,  whofe  proper  name  was  John  Antonio  Verzelli. 

The  nuptials  of  Alexander  and  Roxana.  Roxana  is  feated  on  the 
nuptial  bed,  and  is  uhdrefled  by  Cupids  that  are  very  lovely :  efpecially 
a  little  knave,  who,  afFeding  modefty,  has  concealed  himfelf  in  the 
folds  of  the  curtain,  from  which  he  peeps  hypocritically,  as  from  a 
friar's  hood. 

The  other  pidure  in  frefco  reprefents  Alexander  in  the  tent  of  the 
Perfian  Princefles,  his  prifbners.  It  is  the  charming  fcene  in  which 
Syfigambis,  the  mother  of  Darius,  throws  herfelf  at  the  feet  of  He- 
phaeftion ;  whom  (he  fuppofes  to  be  Alexander.  Hephaeftion  fteps 
back,  embarrafled ;  and  Alexander  comes  forward  to  the  unfortunate 
princefs,  while  we  read  in  his  countenance  his  immortal  anfwer  : 
•*  Mother,  you  are  not  miftsLken  :  he  too  is  Alexander*.'*  Pain  and 
confufion  are  finely  contrafted,  in  the  princefles,  with  the  indifference 
of  the  concubines ;  who  all  appear  to  examine  their  new  lord  either 
with  curiofity  or  fome  concealed  hopes. 

To-morrow  we  fhall  leave  Rome ;  where  there  are  ftill  fo  many  re- 
marfcable  thingv%  which  we  have  not  examined.  On  our  return,  in 
autumn,  we  probably  (hall  only  continue  here  a  fhort  time,  and  be  able 

*  Quint.  Cur.  iii.  12. 
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to  coltcft  a  few  gleanings.  My  intention  however  is  not  to  leave  the 
things  beft  deferving  notice  unfeen:  nor  am  I  averfe  again  to  contem- 
plate thofe  I  have  fo  frequently  viewed.  Neither  fliall  I  deepTy  regret 
the  having  facrificed  fome  objcdlsj  which,  though  excellent,  are  lefs 
interefting*  I  may  fome  day  perhaps^  wifli  the  number  had  been  more- 
confined,  that  I  had  fd^ded  the  moft  perfe£b  of  all  kinds^  hadr  exa- 
mined them  oftener,  and  conAdered  them^  deeper.  Impreffioiv  i» 
always  weakened  by  excefs»  The  Genius  of  thefublime  and  beautiful 
is  a  jealous  fpirit,  and.  only  half  reveala  himfelf  to  thofe  who  worihip* 
inferior  objedis. 

I  ought  to  have  dedicated  more  of  my  time  to  the.  pictures  of  Ra- 
phael I  and  have  delved  more  deeply  into  this  mine  of  treafure.  I 
fubmit  the  two  following  remarks,  one  of  which  relates  to  the  inter- 
preters of  andent  art,  and  the  other  to  the  works  themfelves,.to  your 
penetrating  judgment;  and  fhall  expedl  your  opinion,  after  you  have 
made  your  intended  tour  to  Italy. 

Many  reafdns  may  be  given  for  the  miidnterpretatron  of  antiquaries.. 
Vanity,  for  example^  a  defire  of  novelty,,  a  blind  confidence  in  the- 
received  opinions  of  certain  perfons,  or  the  weaknefs  ©f  thofe  whofe 
peculiar  folly  it  is  to.  hunt  after  paradox. 

They  likewife  are  frequently  led  aftray  by  the  fuppofition  that  every 
work  of  antient  art.  muft  be  elucidated  by  the  antient  writers  They* 
forget  that  fo  many  of  the  antient  writers^  or  rather  beyond  comparifoa 
the  greateft  part  of  them^  have  been  loft..  If,  inftead  of  their  nume*- 
rous  profound  conjeftures,  they  had  the  juftice  and  the  courage  to 
acknowledge  their  ignorance,,  they  would  belefs  liable  to  miflead  thofe. 
they  mean  to  inform ;  and  would  obtain  more  refpefl;  for  their  own. 
learning.  , 

.  A  certain  charadier  of  feverity,,  a  want  of  fympathy,  the  gloom  c^ 
melancholy  bordering  on  anger,  charaderize  moft  of  the  heads  of  the. 
antient  ftatues :  as  well  the  gods  as  the  men  ;  as  well  the  male  as  the 
female  race.     If  I  do  not  miftake,  the.  imagination  of  the  heathen 
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artifls  was  thus  worked  upon  by  the  recolieaion  of  the  wide  ftretching 
power  of  death,  TccvnMyeoi  Srafdroio ;  and  worked  upon  in  different 
manners,  according  as  the  chara<aer  of  each  artift  fteeled  itfelf  againft, 
or  nouriftxed,  thefe  impreffions.  The  fenfation  was  in  the  heart ;  and, 
from  the  heart,  was  communicated  to  the  arm,  and  the  marble.  I 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  all  difpaflionate  perfons,  though  they  fliould 
only  be  acquainted  with  the  works  of  the  antients  from  engravings. 
The  thought  of  death  hovers  like  a  black  cloud  even  over  the  fea* 
tures  of  their  gods,  whofe  youth  is  eternal. 


LETTER    LX. 


Oi 


Naples,  8th  February  1792. 

^N  the  2d  in  the  forenoon,  we  departed  from  Rome.  Our 
road  to  Naples  led  us  through  the  pleafant  diftriifls,  with  which  we 
were  before  acquainted,  of  Albano,  Riccia,  and  Genzano,  to  Velletri  i 
the  aaticnt  Velitra ;  which  was  one  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
Volfci,  and  which  Is  fituated  among  the  hills  in  a  charming  valley. 
The  mildnefs  of  the  air^  and  the  clearnefs  of  the  fky,  invited  us  to  a 
walk  by  moonlight.  We  remarked  the  different  fituations  of  the  ftars, 
as  feen  in  this  place  and  as  feen  by  us  in  Germany. 

The  pole  ftar  here  is  much  lower.  Orion  and  Sirius  rife  higher 
tiban  with  us  ;  and  below  thefe  we  faw  ftars  that  are  many  of  them 
invifible  to  us,  and  others  that  but  feldom  rife  fufiiciently  to  be  difco* 
verable. 

While  we  were  obferving  thefe  with  pleafure,  fuddenly  a  Will  of  the 
wifp  rofe  over  a  marlh,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  beginning  of  the 
Pomptinc  or  Pontine  Marjh.    This  drew  pur  attention.     I  had  never 
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feen  one  fo  bright  before.     It  frequently  rofe  very  high,  danced  to  a 
great  diftance,  and  always  returned  back  to  its  former  place. 

On  the  following  day,  we  found  our  travelling  by  nb  means  fo  un- 
pleafant  as  we  had  expeded.  We  had  been  deceived  by  the  ignis" 
fatuus :  we  fuppofed  that  the  Pontine  marifh  began  immediately 
beyond  Velletri ;  but  we  continued  our  journey  through  pleafant  coun- 
tries, faw  varieties  of  agriculture,  and  came  through  a  charming  wood 
of  the  prickly  oak  to  Cifterne ;  the  antient  Trcs  Taberna ;  whither 
forae  of  the  firft  Chriftians  went  to  meet  the  apoftle  Paul*.  Others 
met  him  in  the  Forum  Appit ;  which  muft  have  flood  on  the  place 
where  the  canal  begins,  that  had  been  dug  by  Appius  Claudius  the  Blind^ 
when  Cenfor,  in  the  firft  fifty  years  of  the  fifth  century  of  the  Roman 
aera,  along  the  road  that  leads  through  the  marfh.  From  the  narrative 
of  Horace  of  his  journey  to  Bnindufmm,  we  learn  that  this  place 
abounded  in  feamen  and  cheating  landlords. 

Differtum  nautu  cauponibus  atqui  malignis* 

Hqr.  lib^  i.  fat«  5. 

Stuff 'd  with  rank  boatmen  and  with  vintners  bafe. 

'  Frakcis. 

The  prefent  Pope  has  reftored  the  antient  Appiln  way,  and  the  ca- 
nal J  and  people  now  may  perform  this  journey  in  a  boat,  as  in  the 
time  of  Horace,  We  met  one  of  thefe  boats ;  but  it  was  not,  like  that 
of  Horace,  drawn  by  a  mule,  but  by  men.  Without  feeing  this  canal, 
which  now  after  the  prefent  Pope  is  called  Linea  Pia^  it  is  impoffible 
to  know  any  thing  of  this  part  of  the  journey  of  Horace. 

There  is  a  vulgar  prejudice,  which  blames  the  modern  Romans  ;  as 
if  they  had  fuffered  this  marfh  to  rife  through  negled  of  culture,  A 
very  flight  knowledge  of  antient  authors  would  have  correfted  this 
miftake.     In  the  year  of  Rome  591,  the  conful,  Cornelius  Cethegus, 

•' AftSj  chap.  xxYiii.  1$^. 
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caufed  the  marfli  to  be  drained,  and  changed  it  into  arable  land  *. 
About  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  before^  when  Appiu*  conftrudted  the 
Appian  way,  he  certainly  had  done  the  fame.  A  hundred  and  eighty 
years  afterward,  Ca?far  died  with  the  intention  of  again  undertakings 
the  work  f ;  and  it  was  completed  by  Auguftus.  Probably,  the  com- 
motions of  Italy,  during  the  fir  ft  and  third  triumvirates,  drove  the 
inhabitants  from  this  country,  and  favoured  the  ftagnation  of  the  wa- 
ters. Whether  Trajan,  who  repaired  the  Appian  way,  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  country  is  uncertain  :  but,  had  it  been 
neceflary,  the  work  would  certainly  not  have  been  negleded  by  fo 
good  and  great  an  Emperor.  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  and 
firft  king  of  Italy,  drained  the  marfli.  Several  of  the  Popes^  were  not 
deficient  in  that  public  fpirit  which  undertakes  great  national  works  ; 
but  moft  of  them  were  deterred  through  old  age,  and  by  the  experience 
of  former  times :  from  which  they  learned  how  feldom  it  happened 
that  any  work  which  one  Pope  began  had  been  completed  by  his  fuc- 
ceflbr.  The  undertaking  has  been  begun  by  the  prefent  Pope,  Pius  the 
Sixth ;  and  is  continued  with  great  perfeverance.  Much  is  already 
cfFeded  :  May  it  not  be  renounced  by  his  fucceflbr ! 

The  road  is  good,  the  canal  broad  and  clear,  and  different  lateral 
<ianals  drain  a  part,  of  the  marfli.  Thofe  verdant  fields  are  contem- 
plated with  delight  which,  for  ages,  had  been  covered  with  ftagnant 
water.  Parts  that  are  the  moft  humid  are  either  converted  to  pafture 
or  planted  with  trees ;  and  thefe  plantations,  and  this  culture,  render 
a  journey  through  the  Pontine  marfli,  in  a  cool  time  of  the  year,, 
very  refreftiing  and  pleafant.  The  Apennines  rife  on  the  left  ;  on: 
the  right,  you  frequently  have  a  prolpeft  of  the  fea,  and  feldom- 
lofe  fight  of  the  promontory  of  CiVr^;  or  Monte  Circetto  ;  which  has 
likewife  been  called  by  the  inhabitants  Monte  Felice.  And  even- 
thofe    to  whom  the  name  of  Cir<:e  is  as  little  known  as  the  name  of 

*  Liv.  Epit.  46.  t  S^t.  in  Jul.  C«f.  cap.  44* 
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the  poet  who  rendered  the  .enchantrefe  immortal,  have  yet  their  narra- 
tives to  detail,  concerning, the  great  forcerefs  that  jonce  inhabited  this 
mountain.  But,  oh,  godlike  Homer  J  Jt  was  not  from  her  incanta- 
tions but  from  thine  that  the  memory  of  Circe  is  immortalized.  Should 
the  ftream  x)f  iigea  inundate  Europe  with  another  race  of  barbarians, 
ftill  the  untaught  countryman  of  Italy  will  celebrate  the  memory  of 
Circe,  as  long  as  the  rifmg  promontory  ihall  be  vifibk  to  him  on  which 
thy  mighty  Ijpirit  placed  her  abode. 

»  Among  other  beafts,  we  here  faw  the  buffalo  grazing.  His  colour 
is  a  dark  deep  red.  He  is  fmall,  favage,  and  has  fliort  horns  bent  hack« 
ward  ;  which  rather  ferve  him  to  butt  with  than  to  gore.  When  do- 
meftlcated,  he  ftill  is  wild  and  fhy ;  and  it  is  long  before  the  buffalo 
cow  will  quietly  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  milked.  The  traveller  finds  en- 
tertainment in  the  numerous  jeaglea,  kites,  ftarlirigs,  wild  geefe,  and 
other  birds,  which  partly  inhabit  the  marfh  and  partly  vifit  it  for  the 
fake  of  prey. 

Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  before  this  road  from  Rome  to  Naples 
will  Le  paffable  at  all  feafons  tn  the  year ;  and  which  you  muft  pais, 
if  you  travel  in  a  carriage.  The  air  is  very  dang-erous,  in  the  months 
of  July,  Auguft,  and  September :  particularly  if  you  fleep ;  to  which 
you  are  prompted  by  its  denfity.  The  drains  (hould  be  carried  to  the 
fea,  and  always  kept  in  repair.  The  drains  already  cut  are  beneficial ; 
but  notfufficieat  to  carry  off  the  water,  which  annually  defcends  from 
the  hills,  and  remains  ftagnant  at  their  feet.  At  the  beginning  of.  the 
marfh,  we  found  the  thermometer  ftanding  at  the  feventh  degree  above 
the  freezing  point ;  and,  after  travelling  a  few  leagues,  it  mounted  to 
the  twentieth  degree :  yet  this  is  only  the  third  of  February. 

Three  Italian  miles  from  Terracina  is  the  charming  fpring  of  Feronia; 
at  which  Horace  difembarked,  and  proceeded  by  land  to  the  town.  It 
riips  out  of  an  advancing  promontory  of  the  Apennines,  which  lies 
immediately  on  the  road.     The  diflance  of  the  town,  which  is  flated 
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hf  Horace  at  three  miles,  as  well'  as  fome  confidierable  ruinsi  point  dut 
displace  of  the  Temple  of  Feronia:  but  I  faw  no  trace  remaining  of 
ks^gro^e,  whieh  »  mentioned  by  Virgil — 


■  Firidi  gaudem  Feronia  liico. 

ViRG.  Ma.  yu.  800; 

And  where  Feronia's  gr^ve  and  temple  flands. 

Drtden,  vii.  961. 

We  had  fcarcely  turned  the  corner  of  the  hill  before  we  faw  Tefrai- 
cina:  facing  us ;  Handing  on  a  rocky  fummit — 

Im^Jitumfaxis  late  candentibus  Anxur. 

HoR.  lib.  i.  fat.  5. 

w  And  dimb  the  rocky  ftcep 

Where.  Anxur  (hines.^ 

Francis; 

The  name  the  Volfci  gaiw  it  was  yfnxur;  for  this  town'  likewife 
belonged  to  that  warlike  nation.  By  the  Greeks,  it  was  called,  from: 
a  word  that  fignified  rugged,  or  craggy,  Tarracina :  Tga^vi :  and  after-' 
ward  Terractna.  Pi^eyious  to  the  taking  of  Vcii^  this  town  was  con- 
quered by  a  Fabius,  and  ^veaup  to  plunder.  At  this  time,  Livy  tells- 
us,  it  was  rich  in  antient  profperity..  Oppidum  vetere  fortuna  opulent 
turn  *.  It  appears,  from  his  account,  that  one  part  of  the  town,  at 
that,  time,  was  built  oa  the  mountain.;  and  another  part  immediately 
on  the  fca  fhore,  A  Roman,  colony  was  fent  here,,  in  the  year  o£ 
Rome  425. 

There  was  no  need,  of  a  journey  through,  a  marfli,  to  be  moft  agree- 
ably furprifed  by  the.  fight  of  Terracina;     Here  we  found  the  paradife: 
©f  the  fouth.  of  Italy.     This  charming  little  place,  which  rather  refem^^ 
bles  a  row  of  country  houfes  than:  a  towuiis  built  partly  upon  the  rocks j 
partly  befide  them,  and  is  partly  bathed  by  the  fea*     It  extends  itfelf 

*  Liv.  iv,  cap.  59# 

lengthways* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


456  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

lengthways  among  orange  and  citron  groves  j  which  appear  to  form 
a  little  foreft.  Thofe  who  have  only  feen  our  orange  trees  can  have 
but  little  idea  of  the  beauty  of  thcfe ;  fwelling  as  they  are  with  the  fap 
of  life,  embellifhed  with  their  golden  fruit,  and  growing  in  the  friendly 
open  air.  Among  them,  we  occafionally  find  the  noble  palm  tree. 
The  almond  was  in  full  bloom ;  and  there  too  the  lovely  Italian 
pine  fpread  its  branches :  a  tree  which  has  a  peculiar  charm  for  the 
eye,  and  to  the  vivid  foliage  of  which  few  of  our  pines  can  be  com- 
pared* 

I  never  before  beheld  rocks  fo  beautiful.  One  of  them,  on  the  fouth 
of  the  town,  rifes  to  a  great  height ;  like  a  round  tower.  Its  bafe  for- 
merly extended  itfelf  farther :  but  it  has  been  levelled  by  the  pick  ax  ; 
and  the  hewn  ftone  was  numbered  with  Roman  figures,  by  which  the 
contents  in  palms  were  given.  On  the  lower  part,  the  number  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  is  cut.  The  fediion  thus  hewn  away  appears  to  me 
to  contain  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  height  of  the  rock.  The  work  is 
afcribcd  to  King  Theodoric  the  Firft ;  who  turned  the  Apfpian  way 
below  along  the  fea  fhore,  which  had  formerly  proceeded  over  the 
rock. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  we  went  and  enjoyed  the  majefty  of  the  fea ; 
and  the  profped  of  its  fliores,  and  iflands.  Some  well  intentioned  and 
friendly  Francifcan  monks  invited  us  into  the  garden  of  their  cloifter, 
to  view  the  fetting  of  the  fun. 

This  they  did  wuth  that  kind  and  noble  humanity  which  is  as  prefer- 
able to  compbu:ency  as  complacency  is  to  politenefs. 

We  cheerfully  accepted  their  invitation,  and  found  that  thefe  good 
men  not  only  lived  in  Elyfium  but  were  fenfible  of  their  happinefs. 
Their  cloifter  is  fituated  on  the  north  of  the  town,  and  built  on  the 
ruins  of  antient  Anxur ;  probably  on  the  very  place  where  formerly  a 
temple  of  Minerva  flood.  A  part  of  their  wall  was  once  the  antient 
town  wall ;  and,  on  the  top  of  the  hill  that  belongs  to  them,  which  is 
higher  than  the  reft,  there  are  large  ruins  of  an  antient  fquare  building; 
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tie  twelve  arcades  of  which  afford  a  charming  profped  toward  the 
fea. 

This  building  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  theatre :  but  I 
have  never  heard  that  the  antients  had  fquare  theatres.  Why  may  it 
not  have  been  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  which  was  fo  celebrated  ?  That  it 
might  have  been  built  on  this  height  would  have  been  very  probable, 
even  had  it  not  feemingly  been  glanced  at  by  Virgil.  Speaking  of  the 
people  who  were  led  by  Turnus  in  perfon,  he  fays : 

■  ^eis  Jupiter  Anxurus  arvis 

PRJESiDETf  et  viridi  gaudens  Feronia  luco\ 
^a  Saturajacet  atra  palus^  gelidufque  per  imas 
^arit  iter  valles  atque  in  mare  conditur  Ufens. 

ViRC.  iEn.  TiL  799. 

And  thofe  who  live  where  lake  Clminia  fprings ; 
And  where  Feronia*8  grore  and  temple  Hands, 
Who  till  Fefcennian  or  Flavinian  lands  : 
'  (  . '    AU'thefe  in  order  march|  and  marching  fing ' 

The  warlike  aflions  of  their  (ea-born  King. 

D&TDEN^  vli.  p5o. 

Satura  Palus  fignified  likewife  the  marih  of  Pomptina ;  and  the  Ufens 
IS  a  river,  which  flows  into  the  fea  not  far  froni  Tcrracina, 

'  In  the  garden  of  the  Francifcans,  we  beheld  thofe  plenteous  gifts 
which  nature  pours  down  on  this  happy  country.  The  caStus  opuntia^ 
or  Indian  fig,  grows  plentifiilly  among  the  rocks.  Fruitful  trees  Hand 
one  above  another ;  which,  by  engrafting;  bear  two  kinds  of  fruit,  the 
citron  and  the  dark  orange,  on  the  fame  trunk.  Among  them,  we  faw 
a  high  palm  tree ;  and  tfle  almond  in  bloom;  with  various  other  fruits^ 
One  of  the  monks  told  us  that  they  had  gathered  pears  on  the  24th  of 
December,  andfent  them  to  the  Pope.  Thus  do  productive  harveft- 
and  the  flowery  fpring  fhake  hands  together,  in  a  country,  fuch  as  our 
much-loved  Fenelon  fang  of  his  Abbey,  in  the  fouth  of  France, 

Vov.  I.  3N  Oi 
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OtlUeUtfifeinfSousdmni 

Le  Prifiiemf^  apres  PAutwnne  \ 

Zam  f aire  place  h  PHyver* 

Where  Spring  fucceeds  to  Autumny  each,  Uxcsm  \ 
And  icy  Winter  dares  not  intervene. 

The  pea  already  is  here  in  bloom  y  and  we  iaw^  growiog  Witd  aft 
our  feet  on  its  high  ftem,  the  beautiful  flower  of  the  otnitbognlmn^  oi 
the  colour  of  the  peach  flower;  whofe  Utde  pale  (Hfcery  in  oui:  gardent^ 
is  often  falfely  fuppofed  to  be  a  baftard  hyacinth.  We  faw  the  long 
verdant  elder  in  bloom ;  which,  as  you  know,  in  the  north  of  Ger- 
many, happens  about  the  end  of  May. 

The  fun  was  fetting  behind  the  promontory  of  Circe :  before  us  lay 
the  iflands  of  Ponza,  Paliharola,  Zannone,  and  Ventotiene ;  and,  farther 
toward  the  left,  Ifchia:  then  the  promontory,  of  Sorento,  the  moun- 
tain of  Vefuvius,  and,  more  near  us,  on  its  projeding  cape,  Gaeta^ 
ftanding  on  a  rock. 

We  took  leave  of  the  frifencfly  monks,  who  cordially  invited  us  to 
pay  them  another  vifit  iii  a  finer  feafoti  of  the  year.  They  arc  pro- 
tected agdinft  the  Scirocco  wind  by  their  mountain.  They  fufier  but 
little  from  the  bad  air  of  fummer^  on  their  height,  the  influence  of 
which  is  fo  prejudicial  in  the  town  that  a  traveller  would  not  wifh  to 
remain  there  all  night.  The  landlord  himfelf,  about  the  end  of  May, 
is  annually  obliged  to  remove  to  the  Mola  di  Gaeta.  He  is  a  native 
of  Avignon :  but  the  natives  of  the  place  themfelves  fufler  much  from 
the  unwholefome  air;  and  many  of  them  are  fome^imes  cut  off  in  the 
courfe  of  a  fumn>er. 

Here  we  ate  the  rhombus  of  the  antients,  i;^ch  flill  is  called  rombo : 
li  fi(h  which  the  voluptuous  Ronuna  valued  very  highly.  It  is  our 
Jieinbutt'^. 

After  fupper,  we  fat  on  the  rocks  and  liftetxed  to  the  roaring  of  the 
fea ;  and,  between  nine  and  ten  in.  the  evening,  we  took  a  boat  and 

•  Turbot.    T. 
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wfitit  en  the  water  by  moonlight*  Our  merry  hoatmeo  had  brought 
^  9iaa  wiUi  thern^  who  fang  to  the  mandoline,  and  had  the  pleafuce  of 
giving  a  ferenade  to  a  Spanifh  vefieL  The  captain  had  a  light  In  his 
cabin;  and^  had  all  the  men  on  board  been  afleep,  the  jocund  fliouts 
of  our  Italians  would  have  awakened  them.  Their  efforts  howevet 
could  not  overcome  Sjpaniih  ^avity ;  though  they  feveral  times  rowed 
rpHnd  thp  veflel,  widi  their  feftive  uproar.  They  were  only  anfwered 
by  the  watch  d(^,  that  barked  aod  capered* 

Bufching  is  miStsken^  when  he  tells  us  that  tlie  haven  of  T^ r^cina  wa« 
CfHiftnu^ed  by  Antoninus  Pitis :  it  was  only  repaired  by  that  Emperon 

Proceeding  to  Naples^  you  leave  the  fea,  after  travelling  about  half  a 
lenguss  M^d  arrive  ^  the  lake  which^  &om  FoAcfiy  b  called  La^a  (R 
Fondi.  It  is  ihaded  with  trees ;  and  furrounded  xm  the  fouth^w^ft  by^ 
|iigh  hills. 

H«i:e  are  the  boundaries  between  t^e  kingdom  of  Naples  and  the 
llaAes  of  the  Church.  The  difierence  of  the  ftate  of  agriculture  is 
ftr^ii^.  Thei^  are  no  prpviotces  of  Italy  in  .wihich  tillage  is  ipl>fid  as 
HI  the  ftates  of  4;fae  Church  *:  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  it  is  .es;cellent« 
Harveft  time  excepted,  the  Jabour  of  the  countryman  is  not  jfo  fevei:e 
as  with'Us,  H^  cultiyates  a. delightful ibil;  which,  beyond  the  annals 
pf  iiiftory  has  beefi  tuisxed  by  the  plough,  and  is  free  from  ftones.  JEj^is 
labour  jtkowever  coi^tinues  through  the  year,:  at  the  time  that  ihe  is 
plantii^  CH^  thi^g  )be  gacthers  .another.  Vc^getables  ar?  continually  in 
fea&in.  .'Soon.^er  hj:  has  ^u£rd:l>is  cbefauts,  w:l>ich  are  not  plen- 
tiful here,  (his  oiire  Mrv^^ft  ^egifis  j  and  tb^^  lafls  long,  for  the  ti^ees^are 
»ery  AUHiefQUS,.and  jthc  frwitis  gatb^i(gd  partly  rip^jfpr  the  mjiking  of 
oil,  and  partly  unripe,  for  preferving.  The  fweet  and  Seyille  <»:angej 
as  well  as  various  kinds  of  lemons,  .then:are  ftt  ipr  pluqKng.  The  land 
muft  be  dug,  for  the  feeds  and  plants^  cipriBg^;  .and  peas,  flax,  and 
beans,  are  foon  afterward  in  bloom. 

*  I  wrote  this  before  I  had  fben  ^t  eafftemi  pro?mces  tt  die  Chuveh^ates }  the  Duchy 
lof  Urbinof  the  Rcfftagna,  and  the  Marca  d^Ancona^  which  are  excellently  cultiirated,  and 
very  lourlQung  countries* 

3Ni  The 
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The  friendly  Hours  fcatter  flowers  and  fruits  over  every  feafon  of  the 
year  :  but  their  favour  rauft  be  obtained  by  affid'uity  ,-  though  they  do* 
not,  as  in:  colder  climates,  rigoroufly  tax  the  hufbandman.. 

Fondi  is  feated  among  orange  groves:  it  was  the  antibnt Fundi ;  ar 
town  of  Ofcian^  or  Aufonian^  origin  *.  The  OJtt^  or  AUf6m\  were  the 
fame  people.  The  celebrated  wine  of  Cacubum  was  produced  here  ^ 
which  is  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  Horace.  After  proceeding  about 
a  league,  this  flat  country  Was  chaiigedfor  a  valley  furroundedby  hlUsy 
fome  of  w^hich  are  very  (tony,  but  yet  embeTliflied  with  the  myrtle 
bufli,  and  the  lentifcus :  others  bear  the  olive  tree,  and  befide  it  the  St»' 
John's  bread  tree,  or  carobs  ceratotiia ;  the  evergreen  leaves  of  which 
refrefli  the  eye.  This  tree  attains  the  mfedium  height ;  and  is  frequently 
hollow,  without  appearing  to  be  (itrklyi      '^  .       ^ 

Juft  before  we  come  to  CaJlellonCy  there  is  an  antient  round  tower  j 
on  which  a  fmall*  fquare  wall  is  tiuilt.  It  points  out  the  place  where 
Cicero  was  murdered,  by  Herennius  and  Popilius,  two  of  the  depend- 
ants of  Antony,  when  he  endeavoured  to  fave  himfelf  from  the  power 
of  the  latter.  Soon  afterward,  you  perceive  large  ruins,  and  ten:acei 
places ;  which  porrit  out  the  antient  town  of  Formia.  This  place  was 
built  where  the  prefent  Cajlellone  and  Mola  di  Gaeta^  which  join  each 
other,  now  ftand.  You,  likewife,  perceive,  as  you  enter  Caftellone,  a 
circular  portico,  fuftained  by  columns,  a  bath,  and  arcades,  which  are 
precious  remains  of  Cicero^s*  villa.  They  lie  iaan  orange  grove  on  the 
fea  fhore.  Both  the  towns  are  built  on  the  fea  fhore^  with  their  backs 
toward  the  Apennines.  Formia^  was  one  of  the  moft  antient  towns  in 
Italy;  and  was  long  fuppofed  to  be  the  town  of  the  Zi^ri^o^x^  which. 
Homer  called  Telepylosi 

Tl^s7l;^«v  Aa^rfvyovinvm    ■> 

Od*  b.  X.  8r. 

The  next  proud  Lamos'  (lately  tow'rs  appear. 
And  La^ilrigooia's-^atesarife  diftin^l  iaair^ 

EOPE^ 


♦  Cluv.  Ual.  Anu 

Th« 
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The  fituation  of  Mola  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  imaginable. 
When  I  fay  Mola,  I  include  Caftellone  ;  for  they  both  together  make 
only  one  long  town.  They  are  feated,  on  each  Tide,  among  orange 
groves ;  behind  whieh  the  rocky,  lofty,  and  in  part  foreft  clothed, 
Apennines  tower.  The  winding  coaft  on  the  right,  toward  the  north- 
eaft  forms  a  Ipacious  bay;  and,  at  the  extremity  of  the  cape,  the  for- 
trefs  of  Gaeta  is  built  high  on  a  rock.  Before  you  flands  the  ifland  of 
Ifchia,  which  rifeylike  a  mountain  in  the  fea  j  to  the  left  the  ifland  of 
Capri  'y.  and  you  afterward  trace  the  winding  coaft  beyond  Naples,  as 
far  as  the  promontory  of  Sorento. 

I  looked  for  the  fountain  of  Artacla ;  from  which  the  daughter  of 
King  Antiphates>  the  Laeftrigon,  drew  water,  to  give  the  men  who 
were  fent  by  Ulyfles  to  difcover  the  country,  and  by  whom  Ihe  was 
met.  We  were  Ihewn  two  fprings;  one  of  which  iffued  from  the 
rocks  at  the  end  of  Mola,  and  tlte  other  of  Cailellone,  and  each  in  an 
orange  grove.  The  firft  bubbles  below,  from  a  ftony  cliff  j  the  other 
fprings  from  a  rock  under  a  laurel  tree.  Both  are  abundant  in  .water,, 
are  limpid,  and  refrefhing,  and  equally  deferve  the  epithet  oi  Jine^ 
Jiowingx  7tci?\^t^e€3r^oy :  which  is  applied  to  the  fountain  mentioned  by 
Homen 

My  pleafure,  at  having  difcovercd  thefe  charming  fprings,  was  not  a. 
little  increafed  by  the  belief  that  one  of  them  was  the  fpring  of  Homer: 
though  I  hefitated  which  it  might  be^  Antient  and  modern  writers 
confider  this  town  as  the  Telepylos  of  Homer*  Horace,  in  his  ode  to. 
JElius  Lamiasi  fays,  that  the  moft  antient  records  deduce  the  lineage  of 
this  Roman  from  the  Lamos  who  had  reigned  over  Formise  and  the 
fbore  of  the-Liris*  But  what  is  any  authority,  even  that  of  Horace 
himfelf,  compared  to  the  fmgle  teftimony  of  Homer  ?  He  defcribes,. 
with  all  that  imagery  which  was  proper  to  bimfelf,  the-  haven  o£ 
Telepylos — 

^Jfydfiaros  T$7vx'f^^  iioftsrefc;  AfAfQTi(ah%* 
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'£y  rofMTi  wpix^^*  ^^^  ^  li^oSb^  l(<n 

'At  /btsv  ap  iVTOtf'&ey  Mf«frof  itof^to  hhm 

Tlknffieu '  Sy  (ABf  yof  gror*  ctiirro  mffna  fy*  b  avrtf^ 

OA  b.  X.  87—94. 

.Within  a  long  recefs  a  bay  there  lies^ 

Edg'd  round  with  cnffsj  high-pointing-  to  the  flues  ; 

The  jutting  (hores  that  fwell  on  either  fide 

Contra^  its  mouth,  and  break  the  rufliing  tide. 

Our  eager  failors  feize  the  fair  retreat, 

And  bound  within  the  port  their  crowded  flett  : 

For  here  retired  the  finking  billows  fleep. 

And  fmiling  calmnefs  filver'd  o'er  the  deep. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  x.  lOr. 

This  whole  defcription  does  tiot  agree  wkh  Mola,  the  fituatioa  of 
which  forms  no  haven  ;  except  fuch  as  it  may  afford  to  a  few  fKhing 
boats  *.  But  where  mull  we  feck  for  the  town  of  the  Lxftrigons  ? 
Tiie  mariners  of  UlyfTes  rowed  fix  days  and  iix  nights  from  the  iiland 
o£  jEoIus^  which  is  the  modecn  Lipari ;  and,  on  the  feventh,  came  to 
the  refidence  of  Lamos.  As  this  cannot  be  Mola,  what  other  could  it 
be,  except  Terracina;  the  origin  of  which  is  loft  in  the  annals 
of  antiquity?  Its  ha^^sen  lies  anrang  rocks  formed  by  nature.  The 
high  Tock,  which  orifes  over  it  like  a  round  tower,  muft  have  ftrcM^gly 
impreiTed  an  imagination  fuch^as  iHomcr^s.  The  whole  fituatioa  is  in 
fhe  highdft  degree  poetical  Ulyfles  iiicended  a  rock;  other  rocks 
concealed  the  town  fromiiiiii,  ibut kc  :faw  thedtmoloe  rife.     The  aatient 

♦  Cluverius  appeals  to  Tacitus,  to  prove  that  there  had  been  a  kind  of  haven  in  For- 
mic :  and  the  hUlornn  in  reality  fiiys,  Ann.  ^v.cap.  4^^  diat  (faipsiaUed  from  .Formis: 
but  a  haven,  fuch  as  Homer  ile£cribes,'«ra8  ccctvinly.oevex  there.  Add  to  ihis^  ]fQMi« 
had  been  founded  by  Lacedsemonians,  the  companions  of  Caftor  and  Pollux;  and  SsiAor 
and  Pollux  were  the  contemporaries  of  Ulyfles,  who  landed  on  the  Italian  coaft  a  few 
years  after  their  death.  How  came' he  to^find^  in  tins  newly  founded  Grecian  town,  bar- 
barians, cannibals,  and  giants  i 
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^all  of  Anxur  ftill  Ke»  concealed  behind  a  hill ;  upon  which,  long  after 
the  time  of  Homer,  a  temple  was  built,  the  ruins  of  which  I  have  feen. 
The  fbuntjdn  of  Artack  was  the  fountain  of  Feronia.  Here  the 
Laeftrigons  hewed  the  wood  from  the  mountains,  according  to  Homer ; 
and  afterward,  in  the  time  of  Virgil,  there  the  nymph  Feronia  had  her 
grove—? 

FirUK  gaudenr  fetvfiim  hco* 

And  where  Feronia's  grove  and  temple  ftands* 

Drydbn. 

Homer  &rther  fays  that  Ulyfles,  .after  he  had  loft  his  other  (hips  and 
companions,  efcaped  in  aiingle  fhip  with  his  remaining  followers.  He 
thus  makes  UlyfTes  rdate : 

Od.  b.  X,  133. 

But  the  fadiate  that  did  our  friends  deftroy, 
CooI'd  every  breaft,  and  damp'd  the  rifing  joy. 
Now  dropp'd  pur  anchors  in  th'  /Kxan  bay. 

Fop£,  b.  X,  155. 

He  docs  not  fay  that  they  had  rowed  all  day  long — ^Ev^iv  dpxofie^': 
'•— "  From  thence  we  came/'" — ^The  promontory  of  Circe  is  not  in 
reality  an  entire  day's  rowing  diftant  from  Terracina. 

In  the  afternoon,  inftead  of  purfuing  our  journey,  we  were  rowed 
over  to  the  fortrefs  of  Gaeta;  which,. according  to  Virgil,  was  formerly 
called  Cajeta  .-after  the  nurfe  of  -£neas,  who  was  buried  here*  This 
fortrefs  is  high,  and  built  on  a  circular  rock  of  the  promontory.  There 
is  a  fmall  ifthmus  j  by  which  this  promontory  is  conneded  with  the 
'winding  coaft,  on  which  the  long  and  narrow  fuburbs  of  Gaeta  are 
built,  that  contain  fourteen  thoufand  inhabitants*  In  the  fortrefs,  there 
are  only  three  thoufand }  and  its  works  are  hewed  in  the  rocks,  and 
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rife  very  high  above  the  fea.  Standing  on  the  cape,  you  have  a  pro- 
fycCt  of  the  two  bays  which  this  promontory  helps  to  form.  As  the 
afcent  was  too  difficult  at  prefent  for  my  wife,  flie  remained  below  on 
the  coaft. 

Here  they  fliewed  us  a  phenomenon  fo  remarkable  as  feldom  to  be 
equalled.  A  rock  of  an  incredible  height  feems  to  be  burft  open  from 
top  to  bottomi :  the  two  fides  are  full  three  ells  diftant ;  and  in  the  cen- 
tre, where  the  opening  is  much  the  greateft,  there  is  a  large  ftone 
which  forms  a  natural  bridge,  and  connects  the  two  rocks.  This  ftone 
lies  on  the  outward  fide,  next  the  fea.  Pious  tradition  relates  that 
the  rock  was  thus  cloven  at  the  death  of  our  Saviour.  A  chapel  has 
iDeen  huilt  upon  the  ftone  ;  to  which  the  people  go  through  a  paiTage 
that  has  been  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  which  is  fifty-feven  paces  in 
length.  From  the  chapel,  you  look  through  a  crevice  in  the  rock 
down  into  the  fea ;  which  beneath,  with  its  emerald  waves,  daflies  foam- 
ing in  the  air.  The  deep  blue"  horizon  can  likewife  be  feen  through 
the  cavity.  In  the  clefts  of  the  rock  palm  trees  have  taken  root,  of  the 
date  bearing  kind  j  among  which  we  faw  the  white  tacrtt  *,  and  prim- 
rofe,  in  bloom  on  the  fourth  of  February,  on  a  fteep  high  ftone  on 
which  there  is  no  earth  ;  fome  duft  excepted,  which  falls  from  above  f. 
As  we  pafled  under  the  fortrefs,  we  received  an  invitation  from  the 
commandant,  General  Von  Tfchudy,  a  Swifs  from  the  canton  of  Cla- 
ris, whofe  nieflenger  informed  us  that  my  wife  was  with  him,  and 
requefting  our  company.  This  worthy  warrior  received  us  with  that 
dignified  cordiality  which  characterizes  his  countrymen.     He  had  feen 

♦An  odoriferous  flower  of  fpring,  (omcthing  Vike  z  jonguil :  the  Englifh  name  of 
M'hich  I  cannot  difcover.     T. 

t  With  refpcft  to  the  palm  tree,  I  have  no  ^oubt  been  miftakcn,  and  confounded  the 
Palma  Chamarops  with  which  I  was  then  unacquainted,  with  the  date-bearing  palm  tree. 
The  firft  is  frequently  found  growing  wild  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  ftill  more  frequently 
in  Sicily  :  but  the  laft  will  not  grow  wild  even  in  Sicily  itfelf,  but  muft  be  under  the  care 
of  man :  and  the  foot  of  man  never  ftepped  on  the  declivities  where  I  faw  the  tree 
growing,  nor  could  it  be  conveyed  thither  by  bird«^  becaufe  the  feed  is  too  large. 
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ny  wife  in  the  garden,  and  had  invited  her  fit  to  the  fortrefs.  He 
would  not  conftot  that  we  (hould  row  back  fd  Mola  by  night ;  and 
Nicolovius  and  Jacob!  efcaped  him  with  difficuhy»  When  we  re^ 
turned,  he  accompanied  us  hlmifelfi  ^ 

We  unwillingly  depatted  from  the  beautiful  Mola,  andibon  lofl: 
fight  of  the  fea  coaft.  We  faw  the  aloe  planted  in  the  furrounding 
eonntry ;  6r,  iXLorc  properly,  the  a^^va. 

We  arrived  at  the  confideraUtf  ruins  of  Mintuma^^  which  confift  of 
the  gpNat  remains  of  an  aquedud,  and  of  feveral  arches  ftill  (landing, 
that  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  ruins  of  a  theatre ;  .though  to  us  they 
rather  appealed  to  be  the  roiftsi  of  tberma.  We  fuppofed  a  hollow, 
that  we  faw  in  the  earth,  to  have  been  the  bed  of  a  pool  for  fwimmers ; 
which  the  antients  called  pifcina^  or  fifli  ponds,  although  thofe  that 
were  within  the  tbcrma  ferved  for  the  exercife  of  the  young  men, 

.  The  antient  town  extends  itfelf  to  this  fide  of  the  river  Ur'u ;  which 
now  is  called  Gariglidno.  '  Horace  repeatedly  mentions  this  rivets  We 
faluted  the  fields^— - 


qua  Zirls  quitta 


M^rdet  sqna,  iacituruui  amniSk 

Hqk.  od.  31. 


-that  Lirla  bves 


And  eats  away  with  (Uent-wav;e8*      - 

.  Francis.  '      '  • 

We  had  icarcely.crofled  the  river,  over  a  ferry,  before,;on  the  right 
fide  of  the  road,  lapwings,  and  fea  gulls,  denpte4  the  watery  parta 
where  forijierly  the  marfh  of  Mmiunia  lay  !  ia.  which  M^iufcooi*; 
cealed  himfelf  from  the  horfemcn  of  Sylla,  However,  hewas-difcok 
vered ;  and  brought  prifoner  into  the  town  of  Minturna.  A  foldier 
was  fent  to  put  him  to  death,  who  knew  not  the  perfqn  on  whom  he 
was  to  exercife  his  office.  He  was  a  Cimbrian  :  and,  during  the  elo- 
nous  war  which  Marius  h^d  waged  with  that  p^op^e^.this',:n|aQjt|a4a 
been  a  prifoner.  As  he  entered  the  dungeon,  Marius  raife4  ibiipfe^ 
'iVoL.  L  3  O  up. 
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up>  an4  exelaiined^  **  Dargft  thoU,  iTiati^{>ut  Mariuiatodcath  ?**  Terror 
feiz^d  Hie  Gmbri»n,  Y^h^n  he.  befedd  the  coaqueror  of  his  nation  ;  he 
dropped  the  fword  with  4  cry,  and  ran  away.  The  people  of  Min-' 
turnas  reconfidered  the  matter,  and  furniflied  Mariua  with  clothing  and 
provifions,  and  likewise  with  a  vefleli  on  board  of  which  hc£uledta 
Africa  to  his.  fpn*4  , 

We  left  the  hill  Monte  DragoTfc^  the  M&Jpcut  of  the  anti^nts^  on  our~. 
right  i  the  ><^.ine  ©f  wluch  was  fo  famous*  On  the  oppofite  fide  to  this 
hiU,  you  ftill  fee  the  great  ruins  of  the  antient  Sinucj[fa\  which  the* 
Greeks  called  Si  nope ;  and  Its  havei>.  Thie-  Siliuefla  of  the  Anrunci 
n>uft  n.9t  |)$.  miJftaken  for  th^  SinucJfaoii^VQlfci ;  a  large  town^  which- 
was  fituat^ed  ia  the  country  nedr  Velitrc^^  aad  Cora.  Oa  the  left,  we- 
paffed  what  Is  bow  the  little  town  of  $ejfa. 

The  diftrift  from.  Monte  Dragone  to  tl»  river  Voltumoy  the  Vulturnu^- 
of  the  antients,  is  that  which  produced  the  noble  Falernian  wine. 
The  niodern  Capua  is  Htuated  on  the  VoUurno. .  This  place  was  built 
about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century.  The  -  antient  Capua  wa§' 
founded  by  the  Etrurians^  eight-and-forty  years  before  the  building  of 
Rome:  its  firft  name  was  Vu/t$irnumf  after  the  neighbouring  river,, 
VulturnusX.  In  the  year' J32  after  the  founding  of  Rome,  the  Sam- 
nites,  who  had  always  been  received  as  the  friends  and  fellow  citizens; 
of  the  people,  feized  on  this  city  by  night,  and  murdered  the  antient 
inhabitants ;  and  from  them  it  received  the  name  of  Capua.  Forgetful  of 
their  origin,  in  the  year  of  Rome  412,  joinhig  the  Sidicinij  they  became 
the  opponents  of  the  Samnites  ^.  The  Sidieini  v^erc  foon  humbled  y 
becaufe  -the  Campanians,  whofc  principal  city  was  Capua j  could  not 
afibrd  fufficient  aid.    The  latter  were  obKgcd^fingly  to  bear  the  burthen: 

•PltttLifcofMar.  tLw.iv.37.  ''  ^ 

f  According  to  othersi  the  river  was  firft  called  Aliurnus  \  the  tgvvn  jtliyrnum ;  but  Liv];. 
Cijre  tfs  fi^ft  name  tvai^  F«//»f;i}2/m.    Vid;  Cluv;  Ital;  Ant. 

A  i  •         *•  .  '        '     ' 
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<>f  the  war.  They  had  already  been  beaten^  the  enemy  was  at  the 
^ee  of  Capuay  and,  In  thia  ft^te  of  diftrefs,  they  applied  to  the  Romans 
for  aldt  Hie  Romans  anfwered  them  that  they  could  not  march 
againft  the  Samnites^  their  allies  :  but  th^y  would  intercede  in  their 
favoun  To  this  the  apibafladors  of  the  Campatiians  replied,  "  If  you 
*^  will  not  defend  us  agadnft  violence,  at  leail  defend  what  is  your  own. 
;•*  Into  your  hands. we  deliver  the  people  of  Campania,  the  city  of  Ca^ 
^^  puuy  the  lands,  the  tei^ples^  and  all  that  belongs  to  the  gods  and 
,"  n^eitu.  Whatever  we  muft  endure  we:  will  endure  as  your  depen- 
.•'  dants/*  '      ' 

The^Romans  fern  to  the  Samnites,  and  requeued  them  not  to  oppref^ 
their  friends :  but  their  ambafladors  were  received  with  haughtineft ; 
and  thft  chiefe.pf  the-Samnites^  in  their  prefeAce,  commanded  their 
captains  to  lay  wafte  the  lands  of  Campailia.  This  was  the  origin  of 
the  obftinate  wot  of  a  hundred  y^ars  duration,  between  the  Romans 
^nd  the  Samnites :  in  which  both  people  teftified  equal  valour,  though 
in  the  conclufion  the  Samnites  were  fubdued.  In  the  fecond  Punic 
w!str,^ter  the  battle  of  Cano*,  the  Campanians  went  over  to  the  Car- 
:«Iidg|nuns.  Hannibal  gave  repofe  to  himfelf  and  faia  army,  during  thp 
.winter,  in  Gapua  \  Livy  accufes  the  Carthaginian  of  having  hetc 
given  himfelf  up  to  pleafure,  and  of  having  become  effeminate:  but 
.the  diftreffes  which  he  for  fifteen  years  brought  upon  Italy,  and  the 
del^di  that  he  performed,  ill  fupponed  as  he  was  by  his  country,  will 
vindicate  Hannibal  from  this  afperfion. 

•  The  Romans  marched  againfl  Capua  ;  and,  after  a;  long  fiege,  the 
Campanians  having  in  vain  hoped  that  their  city  would  be  relieved  by 
Hannibal,  the  feaate  detetmined  to  fubmit  to  the  Romans*  Vibiiis 
Viriu?,  who  had  induced  tlwn  to  ally.themfelves  to  the  Carthaginians, 
made  an  energetic  oratiqn  againft  this  ptroceeding ;. which  He  reprefentcd 
both  as  pernicious  and  degrading.  He  concluded  tds  fpcech  with  invit4 

*  Liy.  xxiii.  <:•  I.  -  .     :       1  * 
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ing  all  thofe  who  felt  like  him  io  ipzk^Jktof  a  banquet,  and  of  ^  Bow}^ 
which  fhould  at  once  relieve  them  from  fhamc  and  femtude  t^  ScrtOe- 
and-twenty  fenators  followed  iitni,  partook  of  his  feaft,  ^ank  the  poi* 
An  from  his  cup,  embraced,- rfitd  wcppt  bvei?  the  fate  of  thefar  ^country. 
Some  returned  to  die  in  thfelr  houfes ;  the  reft  itetnained  togethei-,  that 
their  bodies  might  i>e  confumed  on  the  fame  futieral  pile.  Th*  poifdh 
^id  not  take  efFeft  fd  quickly  as  was-expeifled  f :  however, 'they*  att 
died  before  the  gates  were  opened  to  the  Romans.        •  .  •    '    '  , 

Theconfuls,  Q^Fitlvius  Flac^us,  and  Apjwus  Claudius,  differed  con^ 
cerning  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  treat  the  people  o£t!apud^ 
Claudius,  tehofe  temper  jvas  mild,  defired  that  the  Rortian'^ate 
^ould  determine  on  their  fate.  '  Fulvius  received  the  command  of  the. 
Senate  to  fpare  the  fenatdrs  of  C^pua  at  the  v^ry  mdmeht  (hat  they 
were  bound  to  the  ftake.  •  He  did  not  read  it  till  the  fenators  had  beea 
fcourged,'ahd  beheaded;  and  in  this  manner  eighty  fi^nators  were  put 
Jto  deaths  three  hundred  nobles  thrown  into  prifon^  and  the  people 
fold  as  flaves  J. 

Thus  did  the  Romans  indulge  thdr  revenge,  tgainft  a' people  who 
probably  would  have  fuifered  as  much  from  tlie  Carthaginians,  had 
they  x^ot  alKed  themfelves  with  Hannibal  after  the  battle  of  Cannae 
The  buildings  of  the  city  were  preferved  and  given  tp  flrangers,  who 
had  not  enjoyed  the  rights  of  citizenship,  to  freedmen,  and  to  mer- 
chants. Thefe  people  had  no  magiftratei  properly  their  own  §,  but 
were  governed  by  an  oflScer  annually  fent  from  Rome. 

The  ruins  of  Capua  denote  that  it  afterward  became  very  flourifh- 
ing,  under  the  Romans.  The  amphitheatre,  which  was  built  in  the 
.firfl  century  after  the  birth  of  Chrifl:,  confifts,  like  the  Colofleum,  of 
^he  four  orders  of  architecture  ;  one  above  the  other.  1  he  arersa  is  a 
hundred  and  fixteen  paces  in  length,  and  fixty-four  in  breadth  :  the 
lower  arches  are  many  of  them  ftiU  fubfiftingJ     The  Romans,  while 

•  Liv.  XXVI.  c.  13.  +  L'wr.  xxvi.  c.  14.  J  Cap.  15.  j  Cap.  16. 
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free,  n6^rcr  had.  a  building  that  was  equal  to  this  in  grandeur.  It  in-* 
eluded  all  that  luxuriant  magnificence  of  which  their  Emperors  were 
fo  prodigal.  '  The  temper  of  Rome^  while  a  republic,  was  more  bene- 
ficial, more  circumfpe£b ':  though  its  undertakings  were  equally  great, 
and  more  benpficial>  in  aquedu£ts,  roads,  and  public  works. 

The  plains  of  Campania  maintain  their  antient  renown  for  their 
%fcuhdattt  fertility,  and  are  excellently  cultivated. 
'*  'We  journeyed  on  <o  Caferta^  where  there  is  a  royal  caftle ;  and  there 
Taw'thdgreiat  aqueduft  ^rhich,'  in  the  true  Roman  fpirit,  was  conftrtHfted 
%5^  the  late  King.  The  water  Js  brought  through  hills  and  over  a  val*- 
fey  lyy  a  walled  aquedufl: ;  in  the  dc'epeft  part  of  which  there  are  three 
^liigh  arches,  one  above  the  other.  It  is  fo  broad  that  it  may  be  tra- 
-Celled  over,  from  one  hill  to  another  :  though  the  King  referves  this 
privilege  for  himfelf,  and  fuch  as  he  fliall  auftiorize.  You  may  f ike- 
wife  walk  on  foot  under  the  upperm oft  -arches  j  for  through  each  of 
the  arches  there  is  an  opening  left.  This  canal  does  not  merely  ferve 
to  fupply  a  waterfall  at  Caferta,  as  a  hafty  and  invidious  traveller  might 
think,  but  fumiflies  a  great  part  of  thie  city  of  Naples  with  water, 
paffing  over  a  tra£t  of  feven  German  miles. 

As  we  wiflied  to  arrive  at  Naples  in  good  time,  we  defifted  from, 
viewing  the  large  caftle  and  the  gardens  j  which  are  celebrated  for  be- 
ing laid  out  in  the  Englifli  tafte. 

We  proceeded  from  Caferta  to  Naples,  which  are  about  two  Ger*- 
man  miles  afunder,  through  fruitful  -fields,  and  gardens,  planted  with, 
vegetables  j  where  we  faw  the  vine  plant  continually  twining  round, 
rows  of  high  elms.  Beyond  the  city.  Mount  Vefuvius  and  itaexha*- 
lations  roft. 

Many  travellers  go  poft,  fronA  Rome  to  Naples,  ia  five-^and-twenty 
hours:  we  have  employed  five  days  on^the  journey  j  five  delicious 
days  1  not  one  hour  of  which  I  would  have  (hortened. 

How  much  could  I  tell  you>  already,  of  the  Wjonderfy  proipe^ 
^ward  the iea^^of  *  the  Pofilipogrotco^  aad  dP  other  matters  i.       *    -^ 
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€ed  ncs  immenfum  fpatits  confecimus  squor^  T    "    ^^ 

£tjatn  tempuj  e^iAmfumantiafolvere  coUa.  • 

ViRG.  Gcorg.  il.  541.    , 

But  overlabourM  with  fo  long  a  courfcj  .   . 

'Tis  time  to  fet  at  eafe  the  fmoking  horfe. 

Drtj>ek,  v.  793. 

P.  S.  I  think  I  have  fufficlently  proved  that  Mola  cannot  be  tlie 
Telepylos  of  Homer.  The  general  ideas,  which  I  had  colled:ed  from 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  have  induced  me  toiieekthe  country  of  the 
Lxilrigons  on  the  coall  of  Italy.  I  am  in  like  manner  embarrafled 
l)etween  the  antients  and  moderns,  when  I  confider  the  ifland  of  Lipari 
^s  the  ifland  of  ^olus.  A  map  of  the  world,  fuch  as  it  was  laid 
jdown  by  the  antients  long  after  the  time  of  Homer,  and  which  appeared 
with  Vofs's  new  edition  of  the  Odyfley,  will  prove,  though  this  1%  but 
the  Icaft  merit  of  Vofs,  the  perfeverance  with  which  he  has  traced  the 
geographical  documents  of  the  antients.  He  is  the  firft  who  has  given 
us  a  clue,  that  will  guide  us  on  our  journey  with  Ulyflesj  and  lead  us 
out  of  that  labyrinth  in  which  we  have  been  wandering  for  centuries* 


LETTER    LXL 


Ti 


Naples.  12th  Fcbniaiy  1791. 

HE  city  of  Neapolis^  or  Naples,  is  of  high  antiquity,  and 
Greek  origin :  you  muft  therefore  exped  that  the  wanton  flowers  of 
fable  twine  themfelves  round  the  old  trunk  of  its  early  hiftory.  Some 
tell  us  that  its  name  Partbcnope  was  derived  from  a  Syren  j  who  thre^ 
lier&lf  into  the  fea,  becaufe  Ulyflfes  refufed  to  liften  to  her  fong ;  and 
that  ihe  was  buried,  by  him^  on  a  hill  in  the  city.     If,  however,^  \|^ 
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may  truft  a  pafiage  in  Strabo,  the  city  pretends  to  a  much  higher  origin 
than  that  of  having  been  founded  by  Falernus ;  one  of  the  Argonauts,. 

'  It  is  fufficient  for  us  to  know  that  its  founders  were  Greeks ;  an4 
that  it  was  either  buik  or  increafcd  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighbouring^ 
Cumas;  who  were  defcendants  from  Chalcis,  in  Eubiea.  Its  name^ 
which  in  the  Greek  tongue  fignified  new  city,  was  given  it  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  its  fitter  Palapolh  :  or  old. city.  Livy  attributes  the  fame 
origin  to  both.  He  tells  us  that  the  peopje  of  Chalcis  (irft  landed  oa 
the  iflands  of  Ifchia  and  Procida  *,  foon  made  themfelves  powerful  by 
fea,  and  then  ventured  to  eftablifli  themfelves  on  the  continent.  Palae- 
polls  ftood  between  NeapoKs  and  Heraclea ;  and,  fince  the  time  of 
Auguftus,  who  united  the  two  (irft,  they  have  formed  only  one  city. 

.  In  the  time  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  Neapolis  had  become  a  place 
of  power.  Hannibal  made  fereral  attempts  either  to  conquer  or  to  win? 
it  over.  He  was  pleafed  with  the  haven :  but  Naples  remained  true 
to  the  Romans,  and  Hannibal  was  deterred  by  its  high  walls.  The- 
ctty  long  continued  to  ufe  the  cuftoms  and  the  language  of  the 
Greeks  f. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  k  was  fubdued  by  the  Goths  j.  and  recon- 
quered by  Belifarius.  Totila  next  took  it,  and  laid  it  in  ruins :  after 
which,  Nesqpolis  again  fell  under  the  power  of  the  Empire  of  the  £aft. 
It  became  tributary  to  the  Lombards:  but  the  Saracens  vainly  endea^ 
vouredto  conquer  it;  though  they  laid  wafte  the  neighboiuring  country, 
and  an  alliance  was  entered  into  with  then^  by  Sergius,  Duke  of 
Naples. 

Forty  Norman  knights,  on  their  return  fron^  the  Holy^  Land  in  the* 
eleventh  eentvnryy  gave  a  new  foria  to  all  Lower  Italy.  Melon,  a  Lorn* 

♦  Vrtm^  in  infulas  £nnrtam  et  Pithecufas  egrejj^i  I  think  wc  fhould  read,  JEnariatn  et  Pro^ 
itdam :  for  Mnaria  and  Pithecufit  were  two  names  given  to  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  which 
likewifc  was  called  Inarimi*  •  Perhaps  Ltvy  merely  called  it  Mtmria  /  and  it  may  have- 
tlrcn  corrupted  by  a  commentator^  who>  \o  explain  it^.  introduced,  the  word  PMecufis.. 

f  Liv.  xxiU.  c«  f«  l^  . 
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liard,  endeavoured  to  affift  the  city  of  Bari^  which  ww  befiegcdbf^he. 
Greeks,  and  requcfted  the  affiftance  of  thefe  bold  warriora.     By  thcitt: 
Bari,  and  afterward  Salerno,  which  was  befieged  by  tte  Saracens,  were 
relieved.     The  Italians  invited  them  to  remain  in  their  country  ;  and 
the  Normans  ingratiated  themfelves  with  the  people,  willingly  ex- 
changing their  own  rude  regions  for  the  paradife  into  which. they  had 
been  admitted.     Thus  connected,  they  drove  away  the  Saracens  and 
Lombards;  and  erected  a  new  kingdom*     In  the  year  1060,  Robert 
Guifcard  took  the  title  of  Duke  of  Calabria*    His  defendants  gradually 
acquired  power ;  and,  at  laft,  afliiming  the  regal  title,  ruled  orer  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily.     After  the  death  of  the  iaft  of  the 
Norman  Kings,  William  the  Third,  Gonftantia,  the  laft  heirefs  of  this, 
kingdom,  became  the  wife  of  the  Emperor  Henry  the  Sixth;  who  was 
of  the  Suabian  line ;  and  placed  her  fon  the  Emperor  Frederic  the 
Second  on  the  throne.     Manfred,  his  natural  fon,  after  the  death  of. 
his  brother,  Conrad  the  Fourth,  took  poiTeflion  of  the  kingdom*  : 

The  Pope,  who  hated  the  Suabian  family,  invited  Charles  of  Anjou 
to  feize  on  both  kingdoms ;  and  Manfred  was  killed  in  a  battle.  The 
ufurpatibn  of  Charles  was  followed  by  tyranny ;  but  he  was  hated  by 
the  people,  and  they  invited  the  fon  of  Conrad  the  Fourth,  the  yoiioger* 
Conrad,  who  is  better  known  by  the  name  of  Conradin,  to  take  pcJflfef- 
fion  of  the  kingdom.  The  noble  youth  was  imprifoned ;  and,  with' 
the  concurrence  of  the  Pope,  beheaded  in  Naples :  amd  Char^ea  of. 
Anjou  remained  King,  under  the  title  of  Charles  the  Firft* 

The  French,  whofe  prefence  even  where  they  were  not  fovereigpa  Vft; 
welcoriie  to  no  people,  ivere  giiilty  of  pernicious  tyranny,  iti  Sicily. 
John  of  Procida,  the  pofTeflbr  of  the  ifland  of  that  name,  .was.  at  Jdit 
head  of  a  confpiracy  which,  among  the  antients,  would  have  immor- 
talized his  name  :  a  confpiracy  which,  even  under  our  milder  manners, 
would  have  been  celebrated  and^mired,had  its  end  been  to  drive  out 
the  French  from  the  ifland,  and  not  to  aflaffinate  them.  On  the  thndf 
day  of  Eafter,  in  1282,  while  the  bell  rang  the  people  to  vefpe(9>  they 
.    ♦  >  4  were 
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-were  all  put  to  death  ;  and  Peter  of  Arragon  was  chofen  King:  whofe 
fucceffors  governed  Sicily,  till,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
it  was  again  urrtted  with  Naples.  Only  one  perfon  *  efcaped  the  ge- 
neral maffacre ;  William  of  Porcelets,  Signor  of  Aries,  who  was  an  ad- 
herent of  Charles  of  Anjou  ;  but  who,  by  his  wifdom  and  virtue,  had 
rendered  himfelf  beloved  and  refpcfted.  That  an  embittered  people, 
in  the  exercife  of  vengeance,  ftiould  honour  wifdom  and  virtue  in  one, 
is  a  proof  of  the  guilt  of  the  reft. 

Charles  the  Firft,  his  fon  Charles  the  Second,  and  Robert,  grandfoh 
of  the  firft,  remained  in  poflTeffion  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The 
grandaughter  of  Robert,  Johanna,  firft  married  Andrew,  King  of 
Hungary ;  whom  fhe  was  fufpeded  afterward  to  have  ftrangled  j  then 
a  Duke  of  Taranto ;  after  him  Jacob  of  Arragon  j  and  at  laft  Otho  of 
Brunfwick.  Her  adopted  fon  was  Charles  Durazzo :  but  he  revolted 
againft  her,  and  had  the  kingdom  of  Naples  conferred  on  him  by  Pope 
Urban  the  Sixth.  The  enraged  Johanna  then  adopted  Lewis  of  Anjou  j 
on  which  Durazzo  marched  againft  her,  befieged  and  conquered  her, 
and  fhe  died  in  prifon.     According  to  fome,  he  put  her  to  death. 

Durazzo  continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  kingdom ;  and  his  fon,  La- 
diflaus,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fifter,  Johanna  the  Second.  She  mar- 
ried Alphonfo,  king  of  Arragon  and  Sicily  :  by  which  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily  were  again  united. 

Ferdinand  the  Second,  the  fourth  who  fucceeded  after  Alphonfo,  was 
dethroned  by  Charles  the  Eighth,  King  of  France.  Ferdinand  once 
more  recovered  his  kingdom  j  and  was  once  more  defpoiled  of  it,  by 
Lewis  the  Twelfth. 

Gonfalo  of  Cordova  conquered  the  kingdom  for  Ferdinand,  King 
of  Spain,  furnamed  the  Catholic;  and  it  was  governed  by  Spanifh 
Viceroys,  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 

In  the  year  1707,  Count  Daun  conquered  th«  kingdom  of  Naples 

*  According  to  Renault,  there  were  two;  Porcelets,  and  Philip  Scalambrc.  See  Nvuvel 
Abrege^  Iffc.  de  Henault,     T. 
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for  Charles  of  Auftria ;  who  was  afterward  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Sixth.  In  the  year  1720,  hq  likewife  became  King  of  Sicily  ;  and,  in 
the  year  1734,  the  Spaniards  conquered  both  kingdoms  for  Don  Cartos;. 
and  the  Emperor,  Charles,  folemnly  renounced  his  pretenfions.. 

In  the  year  1759,  when  Don  Carlos  became  King  of  Spain^  he  de-^- 
elared  his  third  fon,  Ferdinand,  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily ;  and  from. 
1 76 1  he  has  continued  to  govern  both  kingdoms,  which  have  greatly 
fuffered  under  the  felfifli  and  fevere  adminiftration  of  the  Spaniards;. 
The  prefent  King,  however,  is  beloved  of  both  ;  and,  by  the  goodnefs 
of  his  heart,  is  deferving  of  their  love..    The  wounds  of  the  people,, 
inflifted  by  the  Spanifli  Government,  though  ftill  bleeding,  begin  to 
heal.     The  country  is  the  moft  fertile  in  Europe.     It  is  favoured  by 
heaven,  earth,  and  fea  j  and  is  fo  well  fituated,  for  trade,  that  it  only 
requires  a  littFe  time,  and  wife  encouragement,  which  fhould  rather 
entice  than  compel,  to  bloflbm  in  all  that  fulnefs  of  profperity  to  which,, 
if  the  will  of  nature  be  confulted,  it  is  deftined.     Above  all  things,  the 
tyranny  of  the  grandees  muft  be  reprefled,.  the  middle  ranks  more  ho- 
noured, and  commerce  unreftrained ;  that  it  may  aiTume  that  animation 
which  liberty  alone  can  give.     The  wild  and  fimple  countryman  muft 
Hkewife  be  carefled,  and  humanized  ;  in  order  to  exalt  a  nation  which,, 
from  the  time  of  the  Normans,  has  been  groaning  under  oppreflion  r. 
a  nation  quick  in  conception,,  ardent  in  feeling,  and  certainly  not- 
wicked  in  propenfity. 

A  great  city  h  a  great  evil.  It  is  pernicious  to  population,  the  fink: 
of  morality,  and  the  wide  difpenfer  of  its  own  poifon.  Naples  is  very 
large,  and  extremely  populous  i  it  contains  above  four  hundred  thou- 
£aind,  or  probably  as  many  as  five  hundred  thoufand,  inhabitants ;  yet,, 
fo  excellent  is  the  foil,  that  the  neceflaries  of  life  are  in  great  plenty, 
and  very  cheap;  Among  thefe  neceflaries,  we  muft  include  ice:  the 
want,  or  the  dearnefs,  of  which  would  enrage  the  people.  The  common 
people  of  Naples,  and  indeed  of  all  Italy,  are  very  moderate  in  eating 
and  drinking;  they  would  rather  fufFer  all  the  inconveniences  of  life 
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than  remove  them  by  their  labour.  This  appears  a  very  natural  incli- 
nation in  a  hot  country.  What  enjoyment  can  be  greater  than  that  of 
repofing  in  the  fhade?  Thofe,  who  repeatedly  wonder  at,  and  arc  diC* 
gufted  by,  the  indolence  of  this  people,  fhew  that  their  remarks  are 
cither  the  confequence  of  hafte  or  incapacity*  That  the  efFeds  of  in- 
dolence are  prejudicial  is  undoubtedly  true :  but  that  the  men,  who,  to 
fatisfy  fome  of  their  artificial  wantiR,  labour  a  few  hours  more  than  others 
are  preferable  to  the  laft,  who  prefer  the  moft  natural  of  all  pleafures^ 
reft,  and  fhelter  from  the  heat,  is  what  I  cannot  difcover. 

The  principal  wants  of  the  Neapolitan  are  fupplied  by  benevolent 
nature ;  without  requiring  him  fcarcely  to  ftretch  out  his  hand.  Ab- 
ftemious  in  eating  and  drinking,  the  clothing  he  needs  is  trifling,  thcS 
fuel  none,  and  he  can  even  live  without  a  habitation.  The  clafs  of  peo» 
pie  called  La%droniy  fome  6f  whom  you  meet  with  even  in  Rome,  afe 
here  computed  at  forty  thoufand.  Many  of  thefe  live  in  the  open  air  j 
and  at  night,  or  in  bad  weather,  take  (belter  under  gateways,  pprticos^ 
the  eaves  of  houfes,  or  under  the  rocks.  They  cannot  cafily  be  per-» 
fuaded  to  work,  while  they  have  the  fmalleft  coin  in  their  pocket. 
They  think  not  of  making  provifion  for  to-morrow.  The  fercnity  of 
the  climate,  and  the  ever  generous,  ever  fruitful  lap  of  eatrth,  fympa^ 
thife  with  their  joyous  hilarity.  Their  blood  flows  lightly  through 
their  veins :  with  care  they  aire  unacquainted.  Should  any  one  offer 
money  to  a  Lazaroni,  when  he  is  not  preflfed  by  ncceflSty,  be  raifes 
the  back  of  his  hand  to  his  chin,  and  toflfes  his  head  upwards,  bdmg  too 
idle  to  fpeak,  in  token  of  refufal :  but,  if  any  thing  delights  him:,  I  do 
not  fpeak  of  his  pafllions,  which  may  be  kindled  and  extinguiflied  as 
eafily  as  a  fire  of  ftraw,  if  he  be  invited  to  partake  any  pleafure,  no  man 
is  more  talkative,  more  alert,  more  full  of  antics,  than  himfelf. 

Thefe  people  have  wives  and  children.  At  prefent,  there  ia  one 
among  them  whofc  influence  is  fo  great  that  they  call  him  Capo  dc  gli 
Lazaroxi:  The  chief  of  the  Lazaroni.  He  goes  barefoot,  and  ia  tat- 
ters, like  the  reft.    He  is  the  c^ator  fo«  the  whole  bodfy^,  when  they 
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have  any  thing  to  demand  of  the  Government.  He  then  generally  ap- 
plies to  the  Eletto  del  Popolo :  the  reprefentative  of  the  people :  a  kind 
of  tribune,  as  far  as  fuch  an  office  can  exift  in  an  unlimited  monarchy,. 
Hke  that  of  Naples.  He  likewife  appeals  to  the  King  in  perfon.  The. 
demand&of  the  Lazaroni  are  moderate:  they  have  a  fenfe  of  right  and 
wrong  :•  which  the  people  feldom  want,  when  they  are  not  mifled.  Ta 
difregard  any  juft  remonftrance  of  this  people,  or  not  to  comply  with- 
out ftating  the  grounds  of  refufal,  would  be  dangerous.  They  love 
the  prefent  King  j  and  1  am  affiired  that,  in  cafe  of  neceffityv  he  mighb 
depend  upon  their  affi (lance  :  of  this,  however,  he  is  in  no  need. 

Before  the  King  laft  year  made  a  journey  to  Germany,  Nicola  Sab- 
bato,  for  fo  is  the  prefent  chief  of  the  Lazaroni  called,  made  him  a 
fpeech.  H^  lamented  that  the  King  fhould  be  abfent  fo  long  from  his 
people :  yet  rejoiced  in  a  journey  that  fhould  afford  pleafure  to  a  prince, 
who  took  fo  much  fatisfa£tion  in  the  good  of  his  fubjedts.  **  We  are,** 
faid  he,  *'  thirty  thpufand  ftrong ;  and,  in  your  abfence,  we  will  preferve 
^  the  peace  of  the  country.  You  certainly  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
^^  any  man:  but,  fhould  any  one  have  the  infolence  to  fpread  inflam* 
*♦  matory  opinions,  we  will  tear  him  into  as  many  pieces  as  we  are 
^^  men ;  and-  each  of  us  will  have  a.  morfel  of  him.  to  fmoke  in  our 
^^pipes^'' 

During  the  abfence  of  the  Kingj  this  Nicola  Sabbato  vifited  th« 
Princes  and  Princeffesj  thatj  as  he  faid,  he  might  give  the  people  an 
account  of  their  welfare.  He  likewife  vilited  the  prime  minifter,  Mn 
hSiOTiy  and,,  on.  one  occafion,  came  to*him  breathlefs,  demanding  to 
fpeak  to  hinu  *^  I  have  juft  feen*  a  man^"  faid  he,  *^  in  the  drefs  of  a 
^  pilgrim,  in  the  great  fquare,  who  is  diftributing  Erench  hand-bills; 
"  the  meaning  of  which  neither  Lnor  any  of  us  yet  underftand;  and 
^  he  is  kiffing  a  ftone,  which  he  has  brought  from  the  ruins  of  the 
^  Baftille.  He  will  certainly  excite  an  iafurredlion.  We  would  have 
^  thrown  him  into  the  fea,  but  I  wifhed  firft  to  hear  your  opinion: 
^  though  I  think  we  ought  to  have  thrown  him  into  the  fea," 
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The  minifter  had  much  difficulty  to  make  him  conceive  that  a  preli- 
minary enquiry  was  neceffary.  He  continually  returned  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  throwing  the  orator  into  the  fea;  and,  when  the  minifter  told 
him  he  would  fend  foldiers  to  put  the  man  in  prifon,  Nicola  replied, 
'^  There  is  no  occafion  for  foldiers  j  I  will  undertake  that  bufinefs.'* 

The  man  accordingly  was  taken  to  prifon,  by  the  Lazaroni.  The- 
contents  of  the  hand-bill  were  entirely  feditious.  The  infurgent  was 
one  of  thofe  emiflaries  that  were  fent,  by  the  too  provident  care  of  the 
French  clubs,  over  Europe ;  to  enlighten,  improve,  and  make  the  people 
happy.  He  had  difguifed  himfelf  like  a.  pilgrim,  and  was  fubjedl  to  the 
gallows,  according  ta  the  common  rights  of  nations  ;  but  the  Govern^ 
ment  only  thought  proper  to  banifh  him  to  the  ifland  of  Maritima  j 
one  of  the  JEgades^  on  the  weft  fide  of  Sicily. 

The  Lazaroni  arc  devoted  to  the  prefent  King.  A  body  of  many 
thoufand  men,^  who  have  nothing  to  lofe,  may  reafonably  be  dreaded ; 
and  may  keep  a  tyrannical  King  in  very  wholefome  awe.  A  defpotie 
conftitution  may  perhaps  need  a  remedy  like  this :  the  terror  of  which 
fhall  preferve  a  balance  between  itfelf  and  a  power  that  is  equally  blind, 
and  unwife.  A  free  conftitution  requires  order  j  for  order  v^  the  foun.- 
dation  of  freedom.  Bodies  of  people,  like  the  numberlefs  Lazaroni  of 
Naples,  or  the  hags  of  the  halls,  the  fifti wives  of  Paris^. could  not  cxift 
among  a  people  that  fliould  be  truly  free;. 

The  ftreets  are  uncommonly  crowded :  yet  the  crowd  is  much  lefs 
inconvenient  here  than  in  other  cities*  The  coachmen  too  are  lefs  in- 
folent  than  luch  gentlemen  ufually  are  ;  when^.  mounted  upon  their 
throne,  they  look  down  with  contempt  on  the  multitude  beneath. 
However,  the  number  of  coaches  is  fo  great  that  the.  foot  paflenger 
muft  be  continually  on  his  guard ::  which  it  is  difficult  to  be,  ftunned 
as  the  ear  is  by  the  rolling  of  the  carriage  wheels.  Yet  the  coaches  are 
much .  lefs  dangerous  than  the  little  one  horfe  cabrioles ;  which  are 
driven  through  the  city  by  the  young  gentlemen,  who  imagine  that 
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the  foot  paflengers  fhould  vanifh  before  them,  as  cafily,  and  as  inftafttly, 
as  the  yielding  air  before  the  breath  of  their  fnorting  horfes. 

There  is  great  oftentation  here  of  carriages  aad  horfes:  which  laft 
are  jiiftly  famous.  They  are  fmall,  but  beautiful,  full  of  fire,  and  are 
treated  with  cruelty.  Nothing  is  fo  highly  difpleafing^  in  the  Italians, 
as  the  manrier  in  which  they  treat  their  animals. 

Horace  called  this  city  otiofa  Neapolis :  the  indolent  Naples.  1,  and 
tny  fellow  travellers,  were  lately  taking  a  walk  on  the  fea  fliore ;  when 
a  great  crowd  of  men  and  women  made  us  imagine  there  was  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  in  agitation.  All  prefled  forward  to  the  fame  place; 
for  curiofity  is  catching,  and  we  got  into  the  midft  of  the  throng.  The 
object  of  enquiry  was  a  fifhing  boat,  the  people  of  which  were  drag- 
ging up  a  large  net ;  and  the  fpeftators  were  in  eager  expectation  to 
know  how  many  fifh  had  been  taken.  Had  a  man  of  war,  after  a  fea 
fight,  returned  to  harbour,  and  had  the  mothers,  wives,  brothers,  and 
iifters,  all  crowded  together  on  the  ftrand,  to  enquire  how  many  of 
their  deafeft  relations  were  on  board,  or  how  many  were  cut  off,  the 
emotion  in  their  countenances  could  not  have  affumed  a  more  aninuted 
appearance.  The  draught  of  fifh  was  found  not  to  be  very  great ;  and  the 
people  retired  in  a  difconfolate  manner,  with  very  evident  tokens  of 
difappointment. 

In  general,  the  city  is  well  built :  you  feel,  however,  the  want  of  the 
better  ftyle  of  the  Romans ;  and  ftill  more  of  the  more  noble  palaces  of 
Florence.  The  houfes  are  moft  of  them  flat  roofed.  The  pavement 
confifts,  as  in  moft  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  of  fquare  flag  ftones  of 
lava.  The  royal  palace  is  capacious,  and  has  a  noble  appearance.  The 
fituation  of  the  city  is  inexpreflibly  beautiful.  No  great  city  in  Europe, 
Conftantinople  alone  excepted,  can,  in  this  refpedt,  be  compared  with 
Naples. 

There  is  a  long  extenfive  walk  on  the  fea  fliore;  from  which  the 
whole  high  mountainous  coaft  is  feen  on  the  left,  and  oppofite  to  the 
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city  the  promontory  of  Sorento.  Mount  Vefuvius  like  wife  rifes  to 
the  left ;  and  Portici  lies  at  its^  feet.  On  the  right  of  the  city,  the  hill 
Pojilipo  extends  itfelf  far  into  the  fea. 

The  fortrefs  of  Cajiell  del  Uovo  is  built  on  an  ifland,  which  is  con- 
nefted  with  the  city  by  a  bridge-  On  this  rock,  which  the  antient?- 
called  Megarisy  and  Magalia^  Lucullus  had  his  garden.  From  the 
walk,  the  profpe(3:  of  the  haven  is  concealed  by  this  fortrefs.  On  thq 
right  of  the  promontory  of  Sorento  ftands  the  high  ifland  of  Capri  j^ 
like  a  rocky  mountain,  in  the  open  fea.. 

This  walk  on  .the  fea  fhore  would  be  ftill  more-  pleafant,  were  it 
planted  with  lofty  trees..  Two  long  alleys  of  the  TprenfisAJlmus^  with 
its  branches  cut  to  form  a  trellis,  and  hung  round  with  vine  plants^, 
afford  it  a  neceffary  fhade  in  fummer.  Small  orange  and  oleander  trees 
are  planted  on  each  fide..  In  the  centre  of  the  place  is  the  celebrated 
group  of  white  marble,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Farnefian  bull  j 
which  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  of  the  antiques. 

This  walk  is  called  f7//tf  Reale\  and,  between  this  and  the  rocky 
fliore  at  the  foot  of  the  Pofilipo,  there  is  a  large  place  which  is  deflineA 
for  the  exercife  oi  arms.  What  a  delightful  walk,  would' this  be,  were  • 
it  fhaded  by  the  fpreading  plane  tree !  The  way  is  open  as  far  as  the 
beautiful  haven,  and  the  coaft  of  Portici,  on  the  left..  Oh  the  right,  I; 
amufed  niyfelf  among  the  rocks ;  which  1  now  dimbed,.and  now  flood 
waiting  till  the  waves  fhould.  retreat..  The  Nymphs  of  this  hay  are  a 
little  malicious.  They  fuffer  you  peaceably  to  approach  the  edge  of 
the  fea,  and  fuddenly  fend  a  rolling  wave  that  daflies  over  your  feet.^ 
You  ftcp  back,. and  the  fea  affumes  its  former  repofe. 

The  water  either  feels,  or  appears  tofeel,  the  charms  of  the  climate.*. 
Varieties  of  fhell  fifli  abound  upon  its  fhore,  the  forms  and  colours  of 
which  are- enchanting.  Many  of  the  fpecies  are  eaten  j  and  fome  o£ 
thefe  are  very  beautiful. 

Upon  and  between  the    rocks,  ever  blooming  nature   buds  audi 

grouts ;  and  thefe  rocks- ftand  atthe  fopt  of  the  hill  Pofilipo,  which  is^ 
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t>rnamented  with  trees  and  country  houfes.  I  have  not  yet  been  upon 
this  hill ;  but  I  have  been  through  it :  for  a  largq  cavern  toward  the 
fea  ferves  the  city  as  a  gate.  When  this  cavern  was  made  no  man 
tnows ;  iDUt  it  is  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  and  greateft  of  the  works 
of  men.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  a  grotto  cut  through  a  volcanic  rock^ 
which  grotto  is  nine  hundred  and  (ixty  paces  long,  nine  broad,  and 
of  a  very  confiderable  height.  Modern  writers  affirm  that  an  infcrip- 
tion  has  been  difcovered,  which  attributes  this  work  to  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Cocceius.  Strabo,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  is  the 
firft  who,  to  my  knowledge,  has  mentioned  this  grotto.  It  is  evidently 
the  work  of  man  :  but  in  what  age  was  it  executed  ?  Was  it  by  Ro- 
mans or  by  Greeks  ?  Were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Greek  town  fo  pow- 
erful as  to  be  able  to  execute  this  work  ?  Would  the  Romans  have 
been  at  io  much  labour,  for  the  convenience  of  any  city,  except  Rome  ? 
What  muft  we  underftand  from  the  lilence  of  hiftory  ?  Windows  from 
above  had  been  cut  in  the  time  of  Strabo.  Seneca  complains  of  its 
darknefs.  The  cavern  was  widened  by  Alphonfo  the  Firft,  King  of 
Naples  ;  and  after  him  by  Charles  the  Fifth.  ^ 

It  is  afcribed  by  the  people  to  VirgiL  The  memory  of  this  great 
poet  ftill  flouriihes  at  Naples  ;  where  he  lived  feven  years,  and  where 
his  fepulchre  is  fhewn,  over  the  entrance  of  the  Pofilipo  grotto.  Some 
of  the  common  pec^le  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  a  Saint ;  others  a 
Necromancer.  When  Robert  of  Anjou,  King  of  Naples,  once  pafled 
through  this  cavern  with  Petrarch,  he  afked  him  whether  it  were  really 
true  that  Virgil  had  effedted  this  miracle  by  magic  ?  To  which  the 
poet  anfwered,  *•  I  have  never  read  that  Virgil  was  a  magician ;  and 
**  the  traces  that  I  fee  are  thofe  of  the  pickaxe,  not  of  the  Devil." 

The  road  through  this  grotto  leads  to  Pozzuoli ;  the  Puteoli  of  the 
autlents,  a  neighbouring  place  which  I  fliall  foon  vifit.  Before  you 
Jeave  the  road  and  enter  the  cavern,  you  find  it  furrounded  with  high 
rocks,  and  in  a  place  which  refembles  a  hermitage.  This  appearance, 
this  calm,  has  a  good  cffeft :  efpecially  as,  but  the  moment  before,  you 
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Kave  b^efi  dunned  by  the  din  of  a  city^  the  ftreets  of  whick  are  pro- 
bably the  moft  noify  in  Europe. 

The  ma^cal  profpeA  of  the  fea,  from  its  fituation  and  iflands,  which 
are  inexpreffibly  beautiful,  is  heightened  by  the  monotonous  roar  of  it^ 
msLYCs^  the  mildnefs  of  the  healthy  air,  the  ferenity  of  the  fky,  and  the 
abundantly  budding,  erer  blooming,  ever  fwelling,  ever  ripening,  fcr^ 
tility.  Here,  through  th«  circling  year,  the  friendly  Hours  dance,  with 
intertwining  arms,  to  thefong  of  joy.  When  the  Greeks  difcovered 
this  country,  they  were  enraptured  by  its  beauties ;  and  fuppofed  this 
thie  fitt^  of  the  enchanted  Hefperian  gardens,  and  the  delightful  Elyfiaa 
fields.  It  was  here  that  Homer  made  his  Syrens  ting;  and  his -eo^ 
chantrefs,  Circe,  inhabited  an  iiland  on  the  Italian  (bores.  Rocks, 
and  whirlpools  of  the  fea,  were  changed,  by  the  intoxicated  imagina- 
tion of  the  godlike  Homer,  to  living -^nonfters.  All  was  breathing; 
all  was  life ;  fancy  was  ever  fed,  and  the  heart  inceflantly  infpired,  by 
nature  ;  which  here  flouriflies  in  eternal  youth. 

Virgil  mentions  the  tinie  when  he  liv«dJat  the  lovely  Naples  with 
emotion-* 

Ilh  Fsrgilium  $ni  tempore  dtdcie  alebat 

fartbempe 

V^iftG.  George  ilr.  ^63; 

'WhUc  I  at  NapleapafiUmy  pe«:«(uliayf. 

D&ifAAH,  V.  81  j. 

.  And,  when  Ovid  fends  JEfculapluSy  copcealed  under  the/lbrm  of 
a  fetpent,  from  Epidaurus  to  Italy,  while  defcribing  the  coaft,  h^ 
cafts  a  friendly  glance  on  Parfbenope;  horn  for  eafe  and  enjoyment— 

■        ■      '      ift  otid  netiam 

'^  Ovu>.  Met.  lib.  xY.'yii.. 

Naples  for  foft  deGght  and  pleafore  born.  >   •    \ 

VoL.1.  3(^  The 
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The  atmofjphcre  is  here  of  a.  deep  blue  ;•  aftd  the  moon  amd  ftart  apa- 
pear  to  aflume  a  clearer  light.     All  nature  coiKributes  to  combine  tht 
moft  lovely  benevolence  with  thehigheft-  grandeur;    The  Greeks,,  who^ 
had  a  keen  fenfe  and  deep  knowledge  of  the  beautiful,  early  went  » 
fearch  of  new  landi  on  the  foirthern  coaft  of  Italy,  and,  feverai  centuries^ 
afterward,  their  poetical  defcriptiona  ofthe  wonders  of  thefecauntrie& 
were  abundant.     Even  theprofound'anct  ferious  Ariftotle  ^oke,  ia.hk 
time,   of  this  enchanting  country  as  of  a  new  worldj:  which,  from  its. 
native  charm«  and  intoxicating  poetry,  was  long  ta  the  inhabitants  of 
antient  Greece  a  Peru:  like  as  Peru,  in  the  ilxteenth  century^. wa»i 
foppofedr  to  be  a  necromantic  Utopia* 


LETTER    LXII. 


To 


Naples,  T  4th  February  j  79^^; 

the  north  weft,  and  immediately  facing  the  city,  on  a? 
Yery  commanding  hill>  ftandk  the  fix  (ided  fortrefs  called  Cqftello  di: 
Sanf'Elmo;  which  is  entirely  hewn  out  of  ai  rock*  From  this,  you  look, 
down  on  the  city  beneath  your  feet  j  with  the  haven,  the  furrounding ; 
country,  Mount  Veliivius  and  the  whole  gulph  of.  Naples^  Turning, 
to  the  left,  yx)u  purfue  the  hilly  winding  fhore,  to  the  promontory,  of 
Sorcnto ;  to  the  right,  the  cape. that  extends  itfelf  and  concludes  in  the 
hill  Pbfillpo,  and  beyond  this  the  coafts  of  ^^af/>,  and  the  liigh  promon- 
tory of  Afj/^/ii^m,.  which  is  conneded  with  the  fliore  by  a  long  ifthmus*. 
The  iflands  of  Capri,  Ifchia,  and  Procida,- embelliih  this  profped:. 
the  magniicence  of  v^ich  rivets  the  eye,,  and  animates,  the  whole; 
frame. 

All  the  iilan^  ef  the  Mediterranean  that  I  have  yet  feen,  Elva^  Gor- 
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jgona,  Ponza,  and  their  companions,  Ifchia,  Capri,  Procida^  and  Nifidai 
Slave  ver)r  high  fliores  ;  and  (land  like  rocks  in  the  fea.  This  feeois 
to  be  the  prevailing  feature  of  all  the  iflands  of  this  fea*  The  pro- 
montory of  Circe  has  entirely  the  fame  appearance  ;  it  (lands  alonei 
feparate  from  all  other  hills ;  yet  for  a  hill,  in  the  midft  of  plains,  to 
rife  and  fiand'  thus  detached  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  charader  of 
Italian  mountains.  This  promontory  not  only  appeared  in  Homer's 
time  to  be,  but  really  was,  an  ifland*  I  grant  that  Vefuvius,  Ukewife^ 
flands  feparated  from  other  mountains :  but  Vefuvius  is  a  volcano. 
You  remember  that  Menelaus  would  have  prefented  young  Telemachus 
with  three  horfes,  and  a  handfomc  chariot ;  but  Telemachus  declined 
accepting  the  gift,  becaufe  they  would  have  been  of  no  ufe  to  him  in 
Ithaca.  After  having  expatiated  on  the  fertility  of  the  continent,  he 
thus  continues : 

HoM.  Od.  b»  iv.  309—31^1 

The  courfcTB  for  the  champion  (ports  retain  1 
That  gift  our  barren  rocks  will  render  vain : 
Horrid  with  clifBi  our  meagre  land  allows 
Thin  heirbage,  for  the  mountain  goat  to  browfe ; 
But  neither  mead  nor  plain  fupplies,  to  feed 
The  fprightly  courfer,  or  indulge  his  fpeed  1 
To  fea-furrounded  realms  the  gods  aflign 
Small  tra&s  of  fertile  lawn  \  the  lead  to  mine* 

Pope,  Od.  b.  Ir.  v.iSin 

The  urhane  youth  firft  gave  due  pfalfe  to  the  country  of  Menedaus : 
but  then  indulged  the  overflowing  of  his  heart :  Kai  ^aAAoi'  iir}i^arc$ 
iTTTTofioToio.  To  him,  the  inconfiderable  aiid  ftony  Ithaca  is  moredeaif 
than  all  the  world.  The  inhabitants  of  mountains  and  iflands  are  cha-* 
raderized  by  their  partiality  for  their  owa  country*     Ithaca  is  a  mouji* 
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f ainou6  ifland.  How  dearly  muft  Telemachus  love  his  country  F  OR' 
Homer  !  what  poet  like  tbee  was  ever  fo  deeply  inftrudted,  in  phyfical 
"and  moral  nature  ! 

'  Thefe  profpe£ts  are  fcen  with  ftili  greater  effe£t  fcom^  the  top  of  the 
^U  PofiUpo  :  for  there  the  whole  ifland  of  Nifida  k  open  to  the  eye^ 
and  but  a  patt  of  it  can  be  feenfrom  the  Cqjlello  di  Sanf  EIm(k  Add>, 
to  this,  the  charms  of  the  place  itfelf,  and  the  diftrids  that  it  overlooks^ 
in  one  direiftion  on  the  land  fide,  you  fee  the  rock  Gajola^  which  the 
Alexandrian  mariners,  in  antient  times,  ufed  to  call  EupLea :  or  good; 
•paflage :  becaufe  they  were  then  almoft  in  port. 

Lucullus  had  a  country  houfe,  and  fifli  pond,  on  the  other  fide  o€ 
the  Pofilipo ;  and,  that  he  might  continually  fupply  it  with  fea  water^ 
fi^  caufcd  a  pafflage  to  be  dug  through  the  hill  of  Pofilipo.  Confider- 
able  traces  of  this  work  are  ftill  to  be  feen  :  for  which,  the  Stoic  philo- 
fopher,  Tubero,  called  him  a  Xerxes  clad  in  the  toga.  Remains  of 
the  building  of  the  Villa  of  Lucullus  are  likewife  vifible ;.  and  are  called 
by  the  people  La  Scuola  di  Virgilio :  the  fcbool  of  Vir^l.  The  appel- 
Isuion  is  erroneous :  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  finely  feeling, 
poet,  when  lie  Tived  at  Naples,,  ufed  frequently  to  vifit  thefe  places  ;; 
the  air  and  the  (hady  walks  of  which  were  delightful,  and  the  profped^ 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  in  the  world. 

The  name  of  Pofilipo  was  given  to  this  hill  by  the  Greeks :  that  is^, 
\/  they  called  it  Pauftlipa :  Care  calming:  from  Traviiv  and  Autd;.  A 
Neapolitan  poet  tells  us  it  waaa  morfel  of  heaven,  dropped  upon  earth.. 
Its  profped,.  its  hills,  and  vales,  which  are  partly  covered  with  trees^ 
partly  with  vineyards  prodoftive  of  excellent  wine^  and  the  fertility  of 
the  foil,  where  the  aloes  and  caSus  optattia  grow  wild,  do  indeed  im-^ 

:  part  to  this  h^gh  cape  a  charm  which,  even  in  thefe  regions  of  Para^ 

^4life,  is  peculiar  to  itfelf. 

'The  Latin  and  Italian  poet, 'iS^»fratMr6!,  who  lived  in.  the  latter  part 

't|>f  the  fifteenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  had  a^ 
«countryhQufe*here,j  which  was  prefimtcd  to  .him  by  King  Frederic 

He 
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He  Ue6  buried  in  a  chapel,  which  was  built  b7  himielf,  arid  dedicated 
fo  the  Holy  Virgin. 

•   What  is  called  Jthe  Tomb  of  Virgil  is  upon  the  JRofilipo  ;  befide  thcJ 
entrance- of  the  liaveto*     Although  So  near  a  great  city,  it  ftands  in  a^ 
folitary  j^hce^  among  tnes  and  rocks  ;  from  which  there  is  a  profpe^ 
towar<i  the  fea  2  a  fituatiott  worthy  the  delicate  fenfibility  of  th^  great 
|)oet.     Mow  unwilling  was  I  to  refufe  myfelf  the  fweet  deception  of 
imagining  I  ftood  bedde  the  tomb  of  Virgil !  Addifbn,  and  before  him« 
CIu;Yirius,4)averemar|ceid  that 'Virgil  was  buried  oa  the  fide  toward 
Vefuvius.     Statius  fays  the  fame.     Donatus,.  in  his  life  of  the  poet^ 
tells  us  chat  he  died  in  Brunduiium  ;  and  was*  buried  near  Naples,  at 
his  own  reque(L     Of  the  famous  laurel^^  concerning  which  two  of  the 
German  literati,  as  I  am  toldv  have  waged  a  warth^t  has  not  been  prcH 
du&ive  of  fame,  thefe  is  no  trace  ;  unlefs  the  fpri'gs  of  laurel  that  are 
found  among  the  high  grafs.     The  old  root  may  probably  have  .over- 
grown itfelf;  and,  if  this  be  fo^  thofe  who  have  maintained  that  no 
laurel  ever  grew  here,  but  that  t^e  owner  of  the  place  decorated  tho 
tomb  witfr  its- branches^  will  indifputably  be  wrong* 
"   I  quit  with  reludance  the  defcription  o(  this  care  calbing  places 
which  in  the  Spring  I  flialt  behold  in-ftill  higher  beauty,  tofend  you^ 
an  account  of  a  feftival,.  that  has  been  repeatedly  given  during  the 
Carnival ;  and  by  which  the  manners  of  the  people  are  characterized* 

On  appointed  days,  gentlemen  and  ladies  proceed,  ma(ked,.  in  op^n* 
carriages^  to  the  long  broad'  and  flraight  ftreet  called^  Toiedoi  Here- 
they  wage  f&cetious  war;;  with  each*  other,  and  with  the  fpedtators^. 
who  (hew  themfelves  from  the  houfes  and  balconies.  There  is  a  baU 
cony  before  each  window  in  this  ftreet.  T^e  warriors  hold  a  (hield^ 
For  defence  in  their  left  hand  j  and  pelt  each  other  with  fugar  plums,, 
and  balls  of  bread  fugared*  over,,  with  the  right*  That  they  may 
'throw  the  farther  and  ftrike  the  furer,,  they  make  ufe  of  ladles;,  ahd'^ 
'are  provided  with  full  bafkets  of  ammunition-  The  carriages  and: 
•Borfes  are  in  part  fantafticaUy  decorated  J.  and  the  whole .  ftreet  is 

h  thronged' 
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thronged  with  fpe£kator3.  The  children  .run  under  the  carriages^  ani 
the  horfes  feet,  to  gather  up  the  fcattered  fugar  plums.  Dragoons  ar© 
ilation^d  to  maintain  order ;  or  rather  perhaps  to  give  the  greater  hril- 
Uancy  to  the  fefttval.  Thofe  that  jwe  faw  from  ta  bakony  were  a  de- 
tachment of  the  body  guard  ;  which  entirely  -confifts  ^  the  nobility. 
A  troop  of  horfe  was  followed  by  numbers  of  the  fine  regim^ents  ^ijMba-- 
nefe;  and  after  them  came  the  body  guard,  onborfeback.  Both  thefeand 
the  Aibanefe  were  in  the  Hungarian  uniform,  aod  ricbSy  drefled.  The 
beautiful  Neapolitan  horfes  Wtere  fhewn  highly  to  theiriadvantage ; 
while  their  native  fire  was  thus  increafed,  by  the  clamour  of  the  mul- 
titude. To  the  body  guard  fiicc ceded  a  high  carnage^  «drawA  by 
eight  horfes. four  abreaft,  which  confilkd  of  feveral  flgriesj  in  which 
were 'perfoiis  in  allegorical  habits,  reprefenting.  Fame,  Vidtory,  Peace^ 
and  other  poetic  perfonages,  who  diftributed  papers  containixig  a 
poem. 

The  whole  feftival  was  very  charming  m  dts  kind  ;  and  the  hilarity 
iof  the  people  was  hxore  entertaining  to  me  than  the  fpedacle.  Neither 
•the  coachmen,  who  were  often  detained  by  the  prcffure  of  the  crowd, 
por  the  people,  who  were  pent  up  by  the  carriages^  teftified  a  mo- 
ment's impatience.  The  dragoons  were  bufy  in  maintaining  order ; 
but  with  mil4nefs  and  good  humour.  In  any  <Dther  city,  fuch  a  prefs 
and  multitude  of  people  as  were  here  collected  would  have  occafioned 
fighting,  much  .nriifchief  wojild  have  happened,  and  the  ihops  wqpld 
have  beenihut  up:  ^othipg  of  all  which  happened  here*  .  The  ftreet 
is  full  of  (hops;  and  they  w^re  all  left  open. .  Thijs  unfufpicious  mode 
of  ading  fpe^ks  highly  to  the  honour  of  the  people ;  and  efpecially 
in  a  city  in  which  there  are  forty  tbouiand  men  all  in  tatters;  and 
which  is  without  an.  arii>y  *•     The  feftival  was  in  honour  of  the  Hun- 

.       garian 

*  The  author  igmiftakcn,  ui  fappofing  this  honour  pecnliar  to  Naples.  The  crowds^ 
jfind,  if  you  pleafe,  the  mobs  of  London,  and  moft  probably  of  otlicr  cities,  are  equally 
great,  and  equally  harmlefs  \  though  not  fo  full  of  whim  and  antick.  In  proof  of  this» 
iee  only  need  recofle£l  iHumiaatiofi  nightSi  iii  which  party  politics  have  no  Ihare,  the 
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gpiKltfi  nation.:  far'  deputies irow  the  Hpnganan  nobiilty  are  here  at- 
prefenty.and.fas^ve  brought  th^. King  ^ medal  y^hich  they  hayeilruck;> 
m  order"  to.'Cori^menvowi^^^h^.yifit  that  he.laft  year  paid  them. 

Wc  have  feveral  times  vifited  our  countryman^, the  excellent  land^^ 
&ape  painter;  Philip^  Hadcert,- <  A  painter  of  lajidfc^pe  muA  here  be  in^ 
l^ig^  ta:ue.-eiemcn,t :.  thqugh  a  maq»of  .Hackert's  genius  knows  how  to 
^e; advantage  of^everyihuation.  ,:Whiyx  h^  in  BerUij,:  where; 

the.  country  has  fo  few.  charms^  thj^  part  wUh jits,  trees  waS'theplac*^ 
that  offered  itfelf  to  h'fs  imaginatioiu^  Tl)iSthe,^^flid^oufly.  ftudied  ;.andK 
oar  thwks'are  diic.tojikH-fo0  the  extraordinary  e^^cellence  with. which 
he  has  painted  the  trees.  'He  i^  alj  grefeat  fmjijipyed  on  tl^fej^  ports.- 
of  the  two  kingdoms.    ,       ;^  -hi. 

.Wc/law/ feveral  npblfr  parnjigg^by  htff  j^CK}r ,  Among: others,  a. 
grand  reprefentation  of  Mount  -fitna  ;  from  its  fmoky  fummit,  tor 
the  fea  that  cools  its- fcJpt.*  The  difficplties,  of  the^lincaF  aad  aerial' 
perfpeOivethat  occurretJ^ift  ^Bcu<ing^ji^xf#i  W?^  gVf?^**  ?^n»y«^ 
canimaginc.        :     .     .      ..f    ■      .    .or.  r    :i  ?;*;   :    ;  •  .   v 

The  pdrts  of  Otraritoi  0f rjftfhi^^^a^d  of  SyTacuftvW?  .^xcejlcnt  paintr 
ings:  I  law  him  at.  work  oa  the  laft.  Whocaa  reffain^fromfoveting; 
to  poffefs,  when  he  beholds^  fuoh^a  picture?  t. 

Over  the  door  of  his  bed  chamber,  he  has  painted  a  moon-light  fea 
piece,  upon  paper;  which  is  reflc<3:ed  by  double  mirrors*  Whenthe- 
ahamber  is  dark,  and  the  front'  cKamberis  lighted,  the  deception  pro-e- 
duced.by  this  pidure  is  enchanting.  The  light  of  his  moon  appears 
as  clear  as  if  it  adually  cad  ^  all  the  other  obj efts  of  the  chamber  into 
fhade.  Ybu^  abfolutely  Believe  y&U"  perceive^  its  rays  dazzling  on  the 
fea;. and  its  foft  beams  are  difperfed  over  the  different  mafles  with  all 
tKe  reality  of  truth*  The  trees  of  the  foreground  caft  fhadows  fuch  as 
ire'  only  properto  moon-Hght;     The  moon  itfelf  is*  reprefented  with  all 

lAamhgof  a'Weftfninft^rde£i&>ni  and  other  public  occafions. .  Whether  the  mobs  of 

Naples,  London,  oc  any.other  great  citj^jare  at  all  times  placid,  is  a  different  queftion.  Tr  • 

,  its^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4«»  Travels  Of  couST'srOL^Ra 

its  fpoti.  The  white  clouds  are  fo  relieved  as  \o  feem  lUumlffated  bf 
the  dark  blue  of  the  iatmofphere.  Hd\*  foft  «ttlfl!  fee  the  e«totion){ 
how  facrcd  die  calm,  of  the  fleeper  wh6tl  Ktf  catflSf  &  aigi»:}y  ^luict  ib 
.this  pidure  before  he  clofes  his  eyes!  '' 

The  King  honours  the  painter,  and  lorfe  the  matu  He  his  l^erf^ 
j^leafant  apartments  in  a  palace,  with  a  proTpefl:  toward  the  fea.  '  Thef 
are  in  the  attfc  (tory.  From  thefc  hedefcendi  into  a  chki^min'g  pitden,^ 
ihus  e(^aally  enjoying  the  lofty  and  the  bw,  at  pieki^re,  Vhilis  thi  dilik>' 
ctf  the  ftreet  is  below  him,  at  a  diftafncc.  ' 

ttiii  views  of  the  poitsof  thetwo  kingdoms  arc  en^vcd  by  hisbTCK» 
iliHer,  George  Hacbert.^  He  has  k  tTurd  brother,  who  Hires  «:  Geneva^ 
and  is  It^kewife  a  good  landfcape  painter  ;  and  I  hAte  Teen  a  very  biatl^ 
tfful  Tandfcape  Kere^  #%5c^  is  the  work  of  aiioftketixrother  who  dkff  ia 
EAgliahd.  '       ^ 

The  diifedtor  cjf  tlie  Acadertay  of  Arts,  at  this  pkce,  is  Hkewife  k 
Gerjndh  t  %is  nanre  i^  Tirehbieih.  Mapfei  Ikks  ktng  beea  anproduaire 
of  good  artifts ;  yet  the  oatiCQ  eertainly  has  much  intelUgehce :  and 
what  may  we  not  eacpeS  from  fucb  a  1^1  diJd  filch  a  cUmate  ? 

This  ftrfrility^  in  works  of  art,  I  aJTclfilMS  td  Spttttifli  tyranny ;  under 
which  the  country  fo  long  "has  groafled*   *  - 


:•■   (!• 
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the  xjth,  we  vifited  thofe  parts  which  hiftory  has  ren-* 
dered  fo  interefting,  which,  as  the  regions  of  poetry,  are  (o  delightful, 

ind  which  are  mtJreintcrcftiftgaiid  fflore  del%htfal  ttifl  by  the  gifts  <* 
nature.    -  ^ .         .         .     .  ,  . 
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Faffing  through  the  long  grotto  of  Pofilipo,  we  went  by  the  fea  fide 
to  Pozzuolo :  the  PuteoH  of  the  antients.  This  place  was  founded  by 
the  former  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  SamoSy  under  the  condud  of  a 
certain  DicaarchoSj  at  the  time  that  the  laft  Tarquin  reigned  in 
Rome  ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  *. 
Its  Greek  name  was  Dicaa^  Dkaarcbiay  or  Dicarcbia.  The  Ro- 
mans called  it  PuteoU:  which  name  is  probably  derived  from  the  nu- 
merous wells  that  are  found  in  its  vicinity.  Its  prefent  name  appears 
to  me  likewifc  to  have  this  origin  :  for  Pozzo^  in  Italian,  has  the  fame 
meaning  as  Puteus^  in  Latin,  and  fignifies  a  well. 

The  town  loft  its  freedom  during  the  fecond  Punic  war.  The 
Romans  fortified  it,  and  ftationed  a  garrifon  there  of  fix  thoufand  menf  • 
Hannibal,  who  had  placed  fo  great  a  dependance  in  pofiefiing  a  haven 
on  this  coaft,  failed  in  taking  Puteoli,  as  he  had  done  in  his  attack 
upon  Neapolis.  A  Roman  colony  was  fent  hither  after  the  war  j  and 
it  became  a  municipal  city,  during  the  times  of  Roman  freedom. 

Large  pillars  were  ereded  on  the  haven,  to  refift  the  force  of  the 
waves :  feveral  of  which  are  ftill  remaining. 

Not  far  from  the  town,  by  the  fea  fide,  Cicero's  villa  was  built ; 
which  he  firft  called  his  Puieolanum^  and  afterward  Academia :  for  here 
he  wrote  his  work  entitled  ^afiiones  Acadcmic<t. 

We  proceeded  leaving  the  hill  Ganrus^  which  the  prefent  Italians 
call  Monte  Barbara^  on  our  right  and  near  the  road.  It  is  no  unufual 
thing  for  the  wine  of  this  country  to  be  confounded  with  that  of  Fa- 
lernum:  though  the  true  Falernian  was  produced  on  the  north  of 
Capua.  However,  it  is  very  good,  will  keep  long,  and  has  the  name  of 
Falerno;  and  indeed  the  grapes  oi  Gaurus  were  celebrated  by  the  an- 
tients. 

The  hill  Gaurus  has  been  unfruitful  fince  the  time  of  the  great  earth- 
quake, which  defolated  Pozzuolo  in  the  year  1538.  The  terrified  in- 
habitants fled  naked  to  Naples  ;  and  the  town  would  have  been  entirely 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant.  iv*  2.  f  L^^"  ^*1^' 
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abandonedt  had  not  Toledo,  the  Spamffi  governor,  caufed  it  to  be  re-- 
built ;  and,  by  that  means,  detained  the  people. 

Monte  Nuovo  was  produced  by  this  earthquake*  ft  has  a  pyramidal 
form ;  and  rofe  out  of  the  Lucrine  Take,  after  the  earth  had  for  ten  days 
fucceffivety  been  in  commotion.  The  country  town  of  Tripergole:^ 
which  lay  between  the  late  and  the  fea,^  was  fwept  away  j  engulphecf 
by  the  waves. 

We  left  Monte  Nuovo  on  the  left,  and  alighted  from  our  carriagcr 
befide  the  lake  of  Avernus.  This  lake  is  nearly  circular ;  and,  accord^* 
ing  to  the  teftimony  both  of  antients  and  moderns,  is  of  aftohifliing* 
depth.  Its  furrounding  Ihores  are  very  lofty.  They  were  overgrowa 
with  thick  woods,  whofe  dark  {hades,  in  unifon  with  the  high  fliorea 
and  the  depth  below,  rendered  the  Take  awful.  Poetry  profited  by  this 
facred  gloom.  Homer  makes  the  hero  of  the  Odyfley  fail,  in  one  day, 
from  the  promontory  of  Circe  to  the  Cimmerian  abodes ;  and  this 
lake  was  early  held  to  be  the  entrance  to  the  regions  of  Pluto.  Here- 
it  was  that  Virgil  brought  his  hero,  when  he  began  his  defcent  to  hell  j 
and,  from  the  forefts  which  overhung  the  dark  lake,  he  obtained  the 
golden  branch,  that  had  been  defcribed  by  the  Sibyl*,  and'  at  the  fight  of 
which  Charon  ferried  him  over  the  Styx.  The  high  fhore  on  the 
fouth  fide  was  levelled,  to  a  confiderable  breadth,  by  Agrippa  j  and 
from  the  north  fhore  we  overlooked  the  Avernian  and  Lucrine  lake  ta 
the  fea.  The  latter  lake  lies  between  the  former  and  the  fea  *  j  with, 
which  it  muft  formerly  have  had  communication.  The  dam,  by  which: 
it  is  feparated  from  the  fea,  was  afcribed  to  Hercufes.  In  later  times^ 
this  dam  muft  have  been  wafhed  away  by  the  waters. 

When  Auguftus  waged  war  againft  Sextus  Pbmpeius  in  Sicily,  he 
ordered  Agrippa  to  renew  this  dam  \  and  accordingly  part  of  the  fliore 
of  the  lake  Avernus  was  cut  away,  to  make  a  communication  by  a; 
canal  with  the  Lucrine  lake ;  and  by  means  of  both,  to  conftruft  a 
haven.     This  was  called /(?rr^/  y^Uus  f  j  or  the  haven  of  Julius ";  and 

*  Dio.  Sic  lib.  V.  vol.  1.  p.  267.  cd.  Wei&l.  f  Suet,  in  Vito  0£l..c.  i6.a 
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mtifl;  have  had  fomething  like  the  following  form  ^*  The  antients 
were  aftoniflied  at  the  traufparency  and  depth  of  the  lake  of  Avernus. 
Ariftotle  remarks  of  it,  as  fomething  wonderful,  that,  though  it  was 
furrounded  by  high  woods,  not  a  fallen  leaf  was  to  be  feen  on  its  fur- 
face  :  but,  as  the  banks  were  lofty  and  funnel  formed,  and  the  woods 
which  were  formerly  here  were  defended  on  all  fides  from  the  wind,  it 
was  but  natural  that  the  leaves  fhould  fall  to  the  ground  and  not  into 
the  lake.  From  the  fable,  that  no  bird  could  fly  over  it  and  not  drop 
iWo  the  water,  the  Greeks  gave  it  the  appellation  of  Aornos:  or  bird- 
lefs« 

This  quality  is  not  afcribed  by  Virgil  to  the  lake ;  but  to  the  cavern, 
which  was  the  entrance  to  the  fhadcs  below,  and  which  poetry  places 
at  the  undermoft  fhore  of  the  lake. 

Spelunca  ahafult^  vqftoque  ttnmanu  hiatu^ 
Scrupea^  tuta  lacu  nigra  nemorumque  tenebris  : 
^amfuper  baud  ulUpoterant  impune  volanUs 
Tendere  iter  pennis :  talis  fefe  haliius  atris 
Faucibus  effundens  fupera  ad  convexa  ferebat* 
Unde  hcum  Graii  dixerunt  nomine  Aornon. 

ViRG.  .£Q.sVi.  237. 

>     Deep  was  the  cave  \  and,  downward  as  it  went. 
From  the  wide  mouth,  a  rocky  rough  defcent ; 
And  here  th*  accefs  a  gloomy  grove  defends  \ 
And  here  th'  unnavigable  lake  extends : 
O^er  whofe  unhappy  waters,  void  of  light. 
No  bird  prefumes  to  fteer  his  airy  flight* 
Such  deadly  ftenches  from  the  depth  arife. 
And  {teaming  fulphur,  that  infe£ls  the  fkies* 
From  hence  the  Grecian  bards  their  legends  make^ 
And  give  the  name  Avernus  to  the  lake. 

Drtdbn,v.338. 

This  defcription  was  well  applied,  to  a  place  where  fuch  exhalations 

are  frequent, 

3  R  2  Not 
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Not  far  from  the  lake  of  Avernus,  a  gate  of  the  antient  towii  of 
Cuma  is  ftill  ftanding*  It  is  called  the  Arco  Felice^  is  tolerably  diftant 
from  the  fea,  and  denotes  how  large  this  celebrated  antient  Greek  town^ 
which  was  a  fea  port,  muft  have  been.  There  are  hills  on  each  fide  of 
the  gate,  with  fteps ;  up  which  we  mounted,  to  the  top  of  the  gate. 

From  this  place,  we  had  an  uncommonly  beautiful  profpe£t.  To 
the  right  are  the  gulph  of  Gaeta^  the  town  of  the  fame  name.  Moldy 
and  the  iflands  Pon%a  and  Ventottcne.  Right  before  us  lay  the  Spia^gia 
di  Cuma^  or  fhores  of  Cuma^  and  the  high  ifland  of  Ifchiar  to  the  left 
the  promontory  of  Mtfenum^  the  whole  bay  of  Naples^,  and  in  it  the 
ifland  of  Capri. 

The  place  where  Cumse  flood,  like  the  country  round  it,  is  erabel- 
lilhed  with  vineyards.  How  various  is  the  fertility  of  this  country  I 
The  vine  clings  round  trees,  which  are  many  of  them  mulberry,  and 
none  of  them  ufelefs :  for  their  leaves  will  at  leaft  fenre  as  fodder  for 
the  cattle.  Beneath  thefe,  the  foil  produces  its  manifold  harveft.^  Here 
the  fig  trees  grow ;  and  there  the  large  bean  is  in  bloom.  The  lupine,, 
after  the  fruit  is  gathered,  or  the  plant  cut  or  eaten  by  the  cattle,  is  how, 
as  in  the  time  of  Virgil,  ploughed  up  to  manure  the  land.  The  aloe,, 
which  is  plentiful,  partly  wild,  and  partly  cultivated,  is  not  without  its. 
ufe :  its  leaves  are  dried,  it  is  left  to  die,  like  hemp,  and  the  foft  fibres 
that  remain  are  ufed  by  thafe  who  make  artificial  flowers. 

On  the  antient  haven  of  Cumas,  there  is  a  fortrefs  j  in  which  there 
are  a  hundred  men,  who  are  relieved  from  Naples  every  fortnight. 
,They  guard  the  coafl  againfl  the  inroads  of  the  Barbary  corfairs.  The 
fea-water,  which,  during  the  great  earthquake  in  the  year  1538,  over- 
flowed, and  has  but  little  communication  vnth  the  fea,  made  thefe 
fruitful  diflrids  perhaps  no  kfs  unhealthy  for  men  than  its  exhalations 
are  cheering  to  vegetation. 

The  antient. town  of  Cuma^  Kv/jl^^  was  a  colony  from  the  city  of 

Chalets^  in  the  ifland  of  Eubasa :  the  prefent  Neg'roponte  r  but  its  origin 

is  loft:  in  the  darknefs  of  antiquity.     Cumae  was  early  a  floiirifhtng  arid 

1  powerful 
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powerful  placer  In  the  firft  year  of  the  64th  Olympiad,  at  the  time 
that  Mittiacies  W2LS\tircbon  in  AthenSj  524  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  the  Etrufcij  the  Daunij  and  the  Umbriy  envying  the  profperity 
of  thefe  free  towns  of  Greece,  made  a  combined  but  inefFe<Sual  effort 
to  fubjedt  Cumae.  In  the  third  year  of  the  y^th  Olympiad,  the  year 
472  before  Chrift,  the  Tyrrheni^  or  Etrttfciy  the  prefent  Tufcans,  thea= 
lords  of  the  fea,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Diodbrus,  made  another 
attack*^  The  people  of  Cumaj  demanded  fuccour  of  Hiero,  the  firft 
King  of  Syracufe  *.  He  fent  them  a  fleet ;  by  the  aid  of  which,  witk 
their  own  (hips,  they  g^ned  a  great  vi£tory  over  the  TyrrbenL  Pindar 
mentions  this  victory  in  his  firft  Pythian  liynin. 

What  is  now  called  the  bay  of  Naples  was  then  the  bay  of  Cuma  : 
fo  named  by  the  anticnts  after  the  city,  although  Cum?B.  was  then  fitu- 
ated  at  a  diftance,  in  the  bay  of  Gaieta :  but  the  people  of  Cumae  like- 
wife  poffeffed  ports  in  the  former  btty^  In  the  year  bf  llome  ^35 7  and 
418  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  f,  the  peojple  of  Camps^nia  took  Cumae. 
The  place  muft  h^ve  Cxxfkvcd  much  from  the  antient  arrogance  of  this 
people :  yet,  as  late  as  the  time  of  Strabo,  there  were  many  traces  re- 
maining of  Grecian  art,  cuAoms,.  and  religion.- 

A  road  leads  from  this  place  to^sBaue;  which  has  in  part  been  cut 
through  a  hill,  by  the  prefent  King.;  We  left  the  lake  Fu/aro  on  the 
righty  where  the  King  often  fiihes,  and  by  the  Tide  of  which  he  has^ 
built  an  ornamental  fifliing  houfe,  and  purfued  our  way  to  Baias.. 
Of  this  town,  which  was  fo  beloved  by  the  antLeht  Romans,  nothing 
is  remaining  but  its  ruins:  tHefe  however  arfe  confiderable.  They 
confift  of  baths,  fome  of  which  are  ftill  in  ufe  and  have  warm  fprings,  and 
of  the  beautiful  ruins  of  three  rotundas^  .  1  fuppofe  both  thefe  and  the 
baths  to  be  the  remains  of  tbenna^;^hi(ih  were  built  by  the  Emperors  of 
the  firft  century :  though  indeed  fbe  baths  of  Bai^  were  celebrated  even 
in  the  times  of  the  republic.  The  Whole  neighbourhood  was  embelliflied 
with  country  houfes,  in  which  tTie  Romans  fpent  a  part  of  the  winter. 

*  Ditid*.^.  i.  p.  442.  i  Lm  i?.  c.  44. 
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We  HiU  find  many  embankmeots  of  the  high  ihoFe ;  and  Ek^race,  ia 
various  paflages,  reproaches  the  voluptuous  pride  of  his  coutemporaries^ 
for  the  folly  of  fuch  undertakings  4  the  greatnefs  of  which  but  ill  ac- 
cord  with  the  fhortnefs  of  life :  a  remark  that  often  recurs  to  the 
man  who  contemplates  the  remains  of  Roman  magnificence. 

This  coad  was  the  chofen  refidence^f  the  luxury  of  the  Romaas. 
The  poet  thus  complsuns: 

yam  pauea  aratrojugera  regiit 

Moles  relinquent ;  uniique  latins 

Extenta  vifentur  Lucrino 

Stagna  lacUf  platanufque  ccelebs 

JEvincft  ulmosi  ■ 

HoR.  lib.  ii.  od*  15. 

In  royal  pride  our  buildings  rife^ 
Tbe  ixfdds  plough  negle£led  He8^ 
Pondsi  broad  as  lakes,  eur  fields  o'erfpread* 
Th'  unmarried  plane  high  waves  the  head 
Above  the  elm— — 

In  another  ode  he  fays : 

^ufecanda  manmrm 
Locasjiib  ipjumfunusy  etfepulcri 

Immemor Jlruts  domos, 
JMarifque  Baits  obftrepentis  urges 

Summovere  litora^ 
Parum  locuples  cwtinente  ripa* 

^uid,  quod  ufque  proxitnos 
Revellis  agri  terminos^  it  ultra 

Limites  elisntium 
Salts  avarus^  PelRtur  paternos 

In  Jinu  ferens  deos^ 
Et  uxor,  et  vir^firdidofqui  naUs^ 

Nulla  certior  tamen 
Rttpacis  Orcifede  deftinata 

Aula  divitem  tnanet 

Merum.   ^jdd  ultra  tendis  f  JEquaieUus 

Paupsri 
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Pauperi  ncluditur^^ 
Jtegumque  pueris  /i—— 


HbR.  lib.  11.  od.  1 8; 


But  you^  with  tliougfitlefi  pride  elate» 
Unconfcious  of  impending  fate,  « 

Command  tlie  pillar'd  dome  to  rife^  I 

When  k) !  thy  tomb  forgotten  lies :  I 

And,  though  the  waves  indfgnant  roar,  j 

Forward  you  urge  the  Baiian  (hore. 
The  facred  land-mark  drives  in  vainr 
Your  impious  avarice  to  reftrain ; 
You.  break  into  your  neighbour's  grounds^ 
And  overleap  your  clients'  bounds* 
Driven  out  by  thee,  to  new  abodes 
They  carry  their  paternal  gods ; 
The  wife  het  hufband's  forrow  (hares,. 
And  on  her  brtaft  her  fqualid  infant  bears- 
Yet  deftinM  by*  unerring  fatey 
Shall  death  this  wealthy  lord  await; 
Then  whither  tend  thy  wide  domains  ? 
For  earth  impartial  entertains 
Her  various  fons,  and  in  her  breaft 

Ftinces  and  beggars  equal  reft. 

FranoS' 

Horace  elfewhere  tells  them,  with  ironical  exaggeration^ 

ContraBa  pifces  aquorafentiunty 
^aSiis  in  altuntmolibus\  hucfrequens 
Citmenta  demiitit  redemptor 

Cumfamulis^  dominufque  Urrtr 

Fafti£ofm  r  fed  timar  et  mins 
Scanduni  eodem  qfto  dominus  i  neq/sa 
JDecedii  strata  triremij  et 

Pfifl  fquitem/edet  atra  Cisra. 

HoR.  lib*  iiit  odl  iv 

The  fi(h  aflfrighted,  feel  their  waves 
Contraded  by  his  numerous  flaves^. 
Even  in  the  vaft  profounds. 
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High  though  his  ftru£ture8  rife  in  air^ 

Pale  menaces,  and  black  defpair^ 

This  haughty,  lord  fliall  find, 

O'ertake  his  armed  galley's  fpeed^ 

And  when  he  m9«mt»  th^  %ing  Aeed^ 

Sits  gloomy  Care  b^nd« 

Tkahcis. 

The  haven  of  Baiae,  which  was  known  long  before  the  town  itfelf 
was  built,  derived  its  name  from  one  of  the  companions  of  Ulyffes :  a 
teftimony  that  at  leaft  denotes  its  high  mtiqxiitj^  Thq  fea,  at  length 
revenging  itfelf  on  Roman  voluptuoufhds,  overflowed  a  part  of  the 
fliore  and  very  much  injured  the  antient  haveli :  but  a  new  one  has 
been  built  by  the  prefent  King.  The  fortrefs,.  which  ftancjs  on  a  height 
befide  the  fea,  was  the  work  of  Don  Pedro,  de  Toledo :  a  Spaniflx  go- 
vernor of  the  fixteenth  century. 

From  Baise,  we  crofltd  th«  bay  to  BauR ;  &  ftnall  place,  which  lies 
about  the  middle  of  the  cape,  the  ead  of  which  is  the  promontory  of 
Mifenum.  Hefe  Hercules  teuft  hare  landed,  when  he  brought  the 
herds  of  the  monfter .  Geryon  from  Spain  to  Greece.  Many  of  the 
principal  Romans,  Hortenfius,  Calpurnius  Pilb,  Pompey,  Caefar,  and 
LucuUus,  here  had  country  houfe8%  Her^e  toor  Agrippina^  by  the  com- 
mand of  Nero,  her  fon,  was  murdered  during  the  night ;  after  he  had 
more  than  once  vainly  adminiftered  ppifon  to  her,  and  had  fent  her  on 
board  a  veflel,  which  was  fo  conftruded  that  it  would  be  dv'erfet  by 
the  leaft  want  of  equilibrium.  The,  circunxftan.ces  which  preceded  this 
mother's  murder,  and  thofe  by  which  it  waa  followed',, are  fo  inhumanly 
black,  that  the  very  deed  itfelf,  from  the  perpetration  of  which  nature 
Ihrinks  with  horror,  by  thefc  were  rendered  additionally  deteftable  *. 

Near  Bauli  are  what  were  called  the  Elyfian  fields.  Lovely  as  they 
are,  thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  the  beauties  of  the  environs  of- Naples 
will  fcarcely  think  this  Elyfium  itfelf  extraordinary.  Let  us  even  fup- 
pofe  the  delightful  groves  of  the  blefled^  ama^na.  vircta^  to  have  been 

*  Tacit.  An.  xiv.  cap.  i — 9,  and  Soict.  io  Vits^  N<jr.  c<ip.  34. 
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kere,  under  the  fhooting  vine  which  twines  round  the  tall  elm,  yet  no 
one,  efpecially  thofe  who  inhabit  Italy,  would  think  the  dreaded  fepa-» 
ration  between  life  and  death  rewarded  by  this  Elyfium. 

How  does  it  happen  that  Virgil  could  have  been  fo  mifunderftood  ? 
How  could  the  inventive  poet  have  imagined  that  his  whole  empire 
of  Death,  the  regions  of  Acheron,  of  Styx,  of  Cocytus,  of  Phlegethon, 
and  of  the  refidence  of  the  damned,  were  included  in  the  Avcrnus  j  or 
his  whole  Elyfian  fields  in  what  are  called  the  vineyards  ?  I  readily 
grant  that  he,  faithful  to  antient  fable,  places  the  entrance  of  hell  at  the 
cavern  of  Avernus*  Its  deep  waters,  its  high  fliorcs,  and  the  imper- 
vious gloomy  forefts  that  furround  it,  imprefled  -ffilneas,  imprefled  the 
readers  of  Virgil,  a  thoufand  years  afterward,  with  all  the  terrors  of 
the  fubterranean  empire  :  but  the  whole  was  fubterranean.  So  were 
the  mournful  fields  of  the  lovers,  their  fecret  folitude  and  myrtle  Ihades ; 
where  JEneas  faw  the  wandering  Dido,  or  imagined  he  faw  ; 

Doubtful  as  he  who  runs  thro'  du(ky  night. 
Or  thinks  he  fees  the  moon's  uncertain  light. 

Drtden,  -ffin,  vi.  614. 

The  feparate  walk  of  the  warriors  was  fubterranean  ;  as  were  the 
treble  walls  that  imprifoned  the  condemned  fouls — 


which  Phlegethon  furrounds 


i 


"Whofe  fiery  flood  the  burning  empire  bounds : 

An^y  prefs'd  between  the  rocks^  the  bellowing  noife  refounds. 

Drtdek,  ^n.  vi.  741* 

All  were  fubterranean  ;  and  fubterranean  likewife  were  the  delight- 
ful  green  lawns,  and  happy  groves,  which  were  the  refidence  of  the 
blefled— 

The  blifsful  feats  of  happy  fouls  below : 

Stars  of  their  own,  and  their  own  funs  they  know. 

Dryden^  iEn.  yi.  871. 

Could  the  poet  have  better  guarded  himfelf  againft  mifinterpreta- 

tion  ?  Thofe,  who  impute  to  him  an  abfurdity  fo  grofs,  do  not  pro- 

Vol.  I.  3S  bably 
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bably  themfelvcs  perceive  how  incapable  be  was  of  fending  his  coun- 
trymen to  fee  the  fhades  of  the  bleffed  in  places  that  were  familiar  to» 
them>  and  which  he  defcribes  as  furrounded  by  the  ghofts  of  the  con- 
demned :  yet,  fo  ftrong  is  the  current  of  prejudice,  that  many  even  of 
the  learned  readers  of  Virgil  have  imagined  they  could  difcover  the: 
whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Pluto  within  the  circumference  of  the  little- 
take  ;  and  the  Elyfian  fields  ia  the  vineyards  of  the  ftagnant  fait  water^ 
which  has  but  little  outlet  into  the  fea  below,  and  which  is  itfelf  called 
the  dead  fea. 

Be  it  granted  that  Virgil  was  right  in  following  antient  tradition,, 
and  profiting  by  the  natural  gloom  of  the  places,  and  the  difmal  ideas 
of  the  religion  of  the  people  concerning  thefe  places,  the  reltgio  loci^  as 
fee  elfe where  terms  it :  let  it  be  proved,,  and  nodiing  more  can  be 
proved,  that  the  entrance  to  his  hell  was  at  Avernus  :  it  yet  appears  to 
me,,  however  great  the  authorities  maybe  to  the  contrary,  that  the  opi* 
nions  of  thofe  are  unfounded  who  fuppofe  the  hell  of  Homer  to  have 
the  fame  fituation.  There  is  fcarcely  any  hypothefis  which  acutenefs 
may  not  render  probable :  as  this  feems  to  have  been  rendered,  Clu- 
verius  himfelf,  a  very  intelligent  reader  and  commentator  of  the  an-- 
tients,  encourages  this  dream. 

"  Homer ,'^  fays  he,  "  makes  Ulyffes  fait  from  the  country  of  Circe,. 
'*  to  that  of  Cifnmeria  in  one  day  j.  and  likewife  with  a  north  wind. 
"  Put  thcfe  circumftances  together,  and  he  could  only  fail  to  thefe* 
*'  parts.  The  grove  of  Proferpine  and  the  gloomy  palace  of  Pluto,  aa- 
"  mentioned  by  Homer,  were  at  the  lake  of  Avernus  ;  and  the  narrow 
"  ftiore  was  what  was  called  the  dam  of  Hertules :  that  leads  from. 
"  the  Tyrrhene  fea  to  the  Lucrine  lake.*** 

In  his  treatife  on  the  wanderings  of  Ulyffes,  he  fays,  "  By  the  ocean, 
"  Homer  here  underftands  the  Lucrine  lake  and  that  of  Avernus.'* 

Various  circumftances  are  thus  brought  together ;  and,  in  a  certain- 
fenfe,  it  would  give  me  great  pleafure  now  to  be  perfonally  prefent  on 
the  pkces  where  thefe  fcencs  have  paffed.  How  interefting  would  it 
be,  for  a  paffionate  admirer  and  lover  of  Homer,  to  vifit  thofe  coun- 
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tries  tliat  have  been  honoured  by  his  boldell  flights  !  But  the  mod  in- 
terefting  of  all  things  is  truth. 

By  the  ocean  of  Homer,  we  now  generally  underftand  the  ocean 
properly  fo  called.  Our  learned  Vofs*  has  taught  us  that  Homer,  and 
other  poets,  who  lived  long  after  Homer,  by  the  word  Oceanus^  under- 
wood the  great  flream:  which,  according  to  their  opinion,  flowed 
round  the  earth.  Now,  in  whichever  fenfe  we  underftand  it,  we  flball 
find  how  impoflTible  it  was  that  the  poet,  in  the  above  paflTage,  could 
defcribe  the  Lucrine  lake  and  the  lake  of  Avernus  by  the  term  Oceanus. 

He  was  unacquainted  with  the  Avernus,  for  he  did  not  go  up  the 
country ;  and  before  Agrippa  had  levelled  the-  high  Chore  of  this  lake, 
on  the  fide  next  the  fea,  and  had  united  it  with  the  Lucrine  lake,  it 
was  not  vifible  from  the  fea. 

And  even  if  Homer  had  afcended  this  high  fliore,  he  would  have 
been  convinced  of  the  fmall  circumference  of  the  lake,  and  certainly 
would  not  have  called  it  the  ocean. 

That  in  later  ages,  though  long  before  the  time  of  Virgil,  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  dead  was  fought  for  in  this  country,  I  very  well  know* 
It  was  later  ages  that  dedicated  to  Proferpine  her  grove,  and  to  Pluto 
his  gloomy  palace.  Livy  tells  usf  that  Hannibal  led  a  part  of  his  army 
to  Avernus,  under  the  pretext  of  facrificing  there ;  but  in  realityto 
make  an  attempt  upon  P«/^o//,  and  the  Roman  garrifonthat  it  contained. 

I  believe  it  is  a  very  antient  opinion  that  Homer  led  his  Ulyfles  to 
this  place.  The  idea  was  flattering  to  the  Greeks,  who  inhabited  thefe 
coafts ;  and  very  flight  grounds  would  make  it  credited,  by  the  people 
of  Cumx,  Puteoli,  Baias,  and  Parthenope  :  the  prefent  Naples.  They 
were  likewife  intcrefted  in  a  political  view  :  it  made  them  refpedted. 
Befide,  offerings  no  doubt  were  brought  to  their  temples  j  and  the 
nature  of  the  country  favoured  the  prejudice.  The  inundating, 
noxious,  vapour-exhaling,  water  of  the  fea  and  the  rivers,  the  at  that 
time  fiery  Epomeus  of  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,   the    caverns   exhaling 

*  A  German  poet,  who  has  tranflatcd  Homer  and  Virgil.  T.  f  Liv.  xxiv.  cap.  1 2. 

3  S  2  fulphur, 
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fulphur,  the  volcanic  traces  of  the  country,  where  the  inhabitant* 
ftumbled  as  it  were  over  the  ruins  of  nature,  the  frequent  earthquakes, 
and  add  to  theft  the  vicinity  of  all  the  delights  of  nature  contrafted 
with  all  her  horrors,  thefe  circumftances,  taken  coUedtively,  gave  rife 
to,  and  food  for,  the.  imaginary  fables  and  terrors  of  the  Empire  of 
Death  :  an  empire  in  which,  according  to  the  relation  of  Homer,  the 
abodes  of  the  blefled  border  on  the  confines  of  the  damned. 

As  an  attentive  reading  of  the  iBneid  has  long  vindicated  Virgil 
from  the  abfurdity  of  having  placed  his  entire  hell  in  regions  well 
known  upon  earth ;  fo  likewife,  had  the  travels  of  Ulyffes  been  at* 
tended  to  in  the  fame  fpirit,  they  would  not  have  led  the  reader  to 
dilcover  the  Ihades  of  death  in  this  place.  Without  having  recourfe  to 
the  ftrange  confulion  of  the  lake  of  Avernus  with  the  ocean,  this 
hypothefis  is  felf-deftrudive. 

What  reafon  could  Ulyffes  have  to  return  from  the  fhades  of  hell 
to  Circe  ?  Had  he  paffed  the  Avernus,  his  navigating  back  to  the  god- 
defs  was  unneceffary.  His  route  led  him  fouthward,  to  the  ifland  of 
the  Sirens :  Why  did  he  fail  back  to  the  north,  when  be  muft  a  fecond 
time  have  neceffarily  failed  paft  the  Avernus  ?  Why  did  Circe  tell  him, 
when  he  entreated  her  to  fend  him  back  to  Ithaca,  that  he  muft  pre- 
vioufly  go  another  way,  aAA)ji/  o>oy,  to  the  abode  of  Pluto,  Atdaes; 
and  to  the  terrible  Proferpine,  Perfepboneia  ;  to  queftion  the  foul  of  the 
prophet  Tireftas  *  f  Ulyffes  informed  his  companions  of  this  other 
voyage.  The  intelligence  grieved  them  to  the  heart ;  fo  that  they 
wept,  and  tore  their  hair.  And  why  ?  The  danger  of  the  defcent  into 
hell  was  the  tafk  only  of  Ulyffes  :  but  this  unknown  voyage,  over  feas 
which  none  of  them  had  yet  navigated,  was  equally  terrible  to  them  all. 

Neither  did  thefe  clamours  in  the  leaft  agree  with  a  voyage  to  the 
fhores  of  Avernus,  which  lay  in  their  way :  and  the  fecond  vifit  to 
Circe  was  ftill  more  abfurd.  Should  it  be  anfwered  that  Ulyffes  re- 
turned to  inter  Elfenor^  who  had  broken  his  neck  in  the  palace  of  the 

•  Qd.  X.  450. 
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goddefs,  and  whom,  'oppreffed  by  other  cares,  he  had  left  unburied, 
his  meeting  with  the  foul  of  Elpenor  in  the  lower  regions  will  fhew 
the  error  of  this  opinion.  He  entreated  Ulyfles  to  remember  him, 
and  to  fee  him  buried  :  "  for  I  know,'*  faid  he,  "  that  thou  wik  land 
"on  the^^tf«ifland  V 

Ulyffes  promifes  a  ready  compliance,  as  a  thing  eafily  to  be  per- 
formed. Had  he  been  excited  by  other  cares,  which  had  induced  him 
to  leave  him  unburied  the  firft  time,  a  ceremony  that  at  the  utmoft. 
would  have  required  only  the  delay  of  a  few  days  in  order  to  afford 
him  this  token  of  his  affedion,  what  could  now  induce  him  to  perform 
fuch  a  voyage  for  his  fake  ?  Elpenor  well  knew  that  Ulyffes  would  not 
imneceffarily  wander  over  an  unknown  fea :  but  would  more  willingly 
return  by  a  route  that  he  had  already  navigated,  and  afterward  continue 
a  coafting  vpyage- 

Where  then  was  the  hell  of  Homer  fituated  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  I  muft 
refer  you  to  the  map  of  Vofs,  which  contains  the  countries  defcribed 
by  Homer ;  and  to  his  own  inquiries  concerning  antient  geography. 
The  empire  of  Death  may  be  concealed  in  that  terrific  and  difmal 
gloom  in  which  the  poet  found  it,  among  the  records  of  tradition  :  or 
he  might  have  purpofely  enveloped  it  in  the  darknefs  of  amazement, 
and  of  horror.  As  fagacious  in  the  conduft  of  his  poem  as  he  was 
rich  in  imagination,  he  might  welcome  this  holy  horror  as  the  proper 
clement  for  the  creation  of  his  boldeft  imagery.  The  charafteriftic 
marks  of  melancholy  and  gloom  predominate  through  the  whole  of 
the  eleventh  book  of  the  Odyffey. 

Whether  the  people  of  Cimmerium  and  their  city,  as  defcribed  by 

the  poet 

Therein  a  lonely  land  and  gloomy,  cells 
The  duiky  nation  of  Cimmeria  dwells. 
The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats. 
When  radiant  he  advances,  or  retreats. 


*  Od.  }u..69. 
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Unhappy  race  !  whom  end Icfs  night  invades, 
•Clouds  the  dull  air,  and  wraps  them  round  in  (hades. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xi.  ij. 

'whether  the  dark  kingdom  of  this  benighted  people  was  the  crea- 
tion of  Homer,  or,  which  to  me  is  much  more  probable,  the  picture 
of  more  early  fable,  I  cannot  determine  :  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  this  paffage  is  applicable  to  the  Cimmerii  of  Italy  ;  who  lived  un- 
der ground.  The  latter^  whether  they  adually  buried  themfelves  ia 
fubterranean  caverns  or  not,  were  probably  (b  called  from  the  Cimmerii 
defcribed  by  Homer. 

I  Ihall  again  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  Cimmerii  of  Italy ;  and 
of  the  light  under  which  they  have  been  confidered  by  th«  laft  com- 
mentators on  the  antients  ;  particularly  the  Italians. 

Whoever  has  a  juft  notion  of  the  ftate  of  geography  among  the 
Greeks  in  much  later  times  than  thofe  of  Homer,  whoever  is  fami- 
liarized with  oceanusy  in  the  Prometheus  of  .  JEfcbyius^  with  the  Ari- 
mafpiy  and  with  the  daughter  of  Phorcus — ^he,  I  fay,  who  \»  but  flightly 
acquainted  with  the  antient  Ionic  bards,  the  contemporaries  of  Homer, 
will  know  that  they  might  imagine  thofe  places,  though  they  were  but 
a  day's  fail  beyond  the  promontory  of  Circe,  that  is,  a  day's  fail  to 
which  the  goddefs  lent  favourable  winds,  to  be  the  limits  of  the  earth. 
Later  times  have  thrown  back  Cimmerian  ^darknefs  farther  to  the 
north.  Hence  the  inhabitants  of  Jutland,  and  the  Danilh  iflands, 
have  at  length  been  called  the  Cimbri. 

The  fables  of  the  antients  have  frequently  wandered  from  place  to 
place  ;  and  the  motley  multitudes  of  fyftem  makers  have  been  eager  to 
wander  in  their  company. 

Great  fliade  of  the  greateft  of  poets,  out  of  whofe  ever  youthful  ima- 
gination the  Iliad  and  the  OdyfTey  fprang,  blooming,  wouldft  thou 
»  not,  from  thy  real  not  fabulous  Elyfium,  look  down,  and  laugh,  didft 
thou,  three  thoufand  years  after  the  exiftence  of  thy  Cimmerii,  who 
were  thy  own  offspring,  behold  a  tribe  of  learned  infefts,  induftrious 
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Bookworms,  point  out  thy  empire  of  hell  on  the  map  of  Homan  ?  An 
empire  which  thou,  with  all  the  caution  of  wifdom,  haft  placed  beyond 
the  ken  of  cold  curiofity,  in  the  necromantic  darknefs  of  legend ; 
whofe  nonexifting  phantoms,  embodied  by  thee,  are  pointed  to  as  rea- 
lities, and  as  the  traces  of  geographical  truth  ! 

During  the  whole  peregrinations  of  Ulyffes  from  people  to  people, 
we  can  follow  him  without  difficulty.  How  greatly  is  the  poetical 
truth  of  the  Odyfley  realized  by  this  circumftance  !  The  wonderful 
phenomenaof  5ry/a  andC*tfry*^/V,  which  deterred  the  companions 
of  the  hero  from  near  enquiry,  contribute  to  the  poetical  fidion  of 
their  being  living  monfters.  The  Laeftrigons,  a  wild  people  inhabit- 
iiig  the  northern  fhores  of  Sicily,  were  probably  by  the  contemporaries 
©f  the  poet  fuppofed  to  be  giants  -^and  was  it  a  poet's  bufmefs  to  repre- 
fent  them  as  common  men  ? 

How  fublime  was  the,  fliall  I  call  it  poetical  fidion,  or,  tradition  of 
the  ifland,  which  was  governed  by  the  prince  and  lord  of  the  winds, 
JEolas  !  Homer  took  good  care,  that  we  might  have  no  trace  of  any- 
fuch  ifland,  to  leave  it  floating  in  the  fea.  Both  modern  and  antient 
commentators  fuppofe  the  largeft  of  the  Lipari  iflands,  near  Sicily,  to 
be  the  place.  What  I  have  faid  of  the  Laeflxigons  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  Cyclops.  Homer  might  well,  three  thoufand  years  ago,  with^ 
apparent  probability  people  an  ifland  with  giants  in  which  only  two 
hundred]years  ago  Fazcllo,  a  valuable  Sicilian  author,  was  perfuaded  of 
the  truth  of  the  Ikeletonsof  giants  having  been  found  near  Trapani, 
in  the  year  134:2  j  and  that  one  of  them  was  the  giant  Eryx,  flain  by 

Hercules^. 

The  cautious  poet  likewife  left  the  fituation  of  the  ifland  of  Ogygiay 
the  refidence  of  the  goddefs  Calypfo,  fo  undetermined  that  fome  have 
fuppofed  it  to  be  Malta^  others  Gq%o  near  Malta,  others,  again  a  little 
ifland  below  the  bay  of  Taranto^  and  others  an  ifland  near  Albania^. 
the  antient  Epirut^ 

*  Fazello,  Hidoria  di  Sicilia,  1.  i.  c.  5. 
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Yet  who  fo  determinate  and  circumftantial  as  Homer,  when  he  cad 
by  that  means  promote  poetical  efFedt  ?  Who  fo  lively,  in  defcrib- 
ing  and  producing  the  fcenery,  when  he  can  thus  give  greater  ani- 
mation and  reality  to  his  characters  ?  Who  knows  like  him  to  favour 
poetical  illufion  by  light  clouds,  or  by  dark,  that  now  conceal,  now 
magnify  and  render  objeds  dreadful,  and  now  glimmer  round  them  ; 
while  they  communicate  thofe  tender  trembling  lights,  which  enchant 
the  curiofity  that  they  excite  ? 

Children  cry  for  the  rainbow  ;  and  the  childifli  in  underftanding  are 
diffatisfied  with  the  poet,  whofe  narrative  \b  not  as  circumftantially  bar- 
ren as  a  Gazette,  or  as  talkative  as  the  tales  of  old  women. 


Near  what  are  called  the  Elyfian  Fields,  there  are  great  remains  of 
antient  tombs. 

The  Pifcina  MirabiUs^  as  it  is  Called,  a  fubterranean  vault  which 
repofes  on  five  rows  of  high  arcades,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  water 
ciftem  of  the  antients.  What  the  purpofe  of  the  fteps  was,  which 
lead  from  the  outward  arcades  to  the  inner,  I  am  unable  to  divine  :  but 
I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  imagine  that  this  Pifcina  was  a 
bath  J  for  I  certainly  have  feen  no  bath  to  which  this  bears  the  lead 
refemblance.  Bcfide,  you  evidently  perceive  that  the  depth  of  the 
water  was  far  greater  than  the  height  of  a  man. 

Not  far  from  this  there  are  fubterranean  walled  avenues,  which  are 
called  Le  cento  camerelh :  the  hundred  little  cells :  and  gii  carceri  (R 
Nerone :  the  prifons  of  Nero :  names  that  have  been  given  them  by  a 
people  among  whom  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrant  is  ftill  remembered. 
What  the  ufe  of  thefe  was  is  uncertain.  The  moft  probable  opinion 
feiems  to  be  that  of  thofe  who  fuppofe  them  the  lower  part,  or  founda- 
tion, of  fome  antient  building  j  the  upper  parts  of  which  are  deftroycd 
by  time. 

We 
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We  again  proceeded,  by  fea,  from  Bauli  to  Pozzuoli.  Before  we 
entered  our  carriage,  we  faw  an  antient  fquare  pedeftal ;  on  which  for- 
merly a  ftatue  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius  ftood.  It  was  ereded  to  him 
by  the  towns  of  Afia,  that  had  been  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake,  dur- 
ing his  reign,  and  were  again  rebuilt.  It  appears  that  flattery  afcribed 
a  merit  to  the  Emperor  which,  according  to  Tacitus,  was  much  rather 
due  to  the  Senate.  There  are  fourteen  towns,  in  baffo  relievo,  on  this 
pedeftal;  which,  after  the  antient  manner,  are  perfonified  by  women, 
in  drapery.  The  names  of  the  towns  are  infcribed  under  the 
allegorical  figures ;  fome  of  which  are  defaced.  I  read  the  following  : 
Fhlladelpbia^  Tmolus^  Cyma^  Cibyra^  Myrina^  Epbefus^  Apollonidea^  — — . 
Cafarea :    (Hierocafarea) . 

According  to  Tacitus,  the  number  of  the  towns  was  only  twelve : 
but  probably  two  others  were  added  to  them,  from  adulatory  motives, 
which  might  have  received  fome  little  (hock ;  and  that  there  were  only 
twelve  which  had  greatly  fufFered.  Epbefus  is  not  mentioned  by  Ta- 
citus. This  writer  tells  us  that  earthquakes,  horrible  in  themfelves, 
were  on  this  occafion  more  horrible,  by  the  midnight  darknefs  that 
then  happened  :  for  it  rendered  all  flight  from  the  gaping  earth  impof- 
fible.  He  relates  that  mountains  were  fwallowed  up,  that  the  earth 
heaved,  and  that  as  it  opened  it  vomited  flames.  Addifon  remarks  that 
various  learned  men  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  earthquake 
which  happened  at  the  death  of  Chrift. 

Caligula,  whofe  idiot  ideas  of  greatnefs  continually  led  him  into  fome 
unheard  of  folly,  caufed  a  bridge  of  boats  to  be  built  from  Puteoli  to 
Baia^  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  and  paved  it  like  the  Appian  way.  He 
employed  two  whole  days  in  traverfing  this  fliort  diftance,  which  only 
confifted  of  a  few  thoufand  paces,  backward  and  forward.  The  firft 
day  he  was  mounted  on  a  caparifoned  horfe,  crowned  with  an  open 
garland,  armed  with  a  hatchet,  fword,  and  fmall  fhield,  and  drefled  in  a 
gilded  robe  of  war.  On  the  fecond,  he  feated  himfelf  in  a  chariot, 
drawn  by  two  horfes,  which  was  followed  by  his  Praetorian  guard. 

Vol.  I.  3  T  Suetonius 
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Suetonius  tells  us  that  he  wis  attended  by  his  friends :  but  neither 
fools  nor  tyrants  are  capable  of  acquiring  friends.  Caligula  was  both ; 
and  his  friends  were  courtiers.  Some  imagine  that  he  imitated  Xerxes: 
others  that,  it  being  his  intention  to  make  war  on  the  Germans  and 
Britons,  he  wifhed  to  appal  them  by  the  fame  of  his  mighty  exploit. 
Suetonius,  however,  remembers  to  have  heard  his  grandfather  relate 
that  this  Emperor  wifhed  to  accomplifh  the  prophecy  of  the  mathema* 
tician,  Thrafyllus ;  who,  to  appeafe  the  fufpicious  Tiberius,  told  him 
that  Caligula  could  as  eafily  be  Emperor  as  horfes  could  walk  over  the 
i)ay  of  Baiae  *• 

*  Suet.  Cal.  c«  19. 


;END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME* 
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